VV Huntsville

A
Legacy
of Hate

When Kinch Britt was killed,
in 1864, there were few people
in Huntsville who mourned his
death. He was a hated turncoat
who made his living by
informing on his former friends
and comrades.

The only legacy he left was a
five year old son who would
spend the next sixty-six years

paying penance for the sins of
his father.
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A
Legacy
of Hate

In 1931, an ebituary ap-
peared in the Huntsville news-
paper telling of the death of Jim
Britt. At first glance, there ap-
peared to be nothing unusual
about the death of the 72 year
old man. He had been sick for
four weeks and the aecount
stated he had died from “infir-
mities of old age."

Toward the end of the obitu-
ary, however, it stated that
James S. Britt had been a resi-
dent of the eounty poor house
for 66 years. It was believed, the
article said, to be a national
record for the longest time any-
one had ever spent in a poor
house.

If anyone reading the paper
that day had felt a twinge of syrm-
pathy, or perhaps curiosilthyy,
about the old man who had
spent his whole life as a ward
of the county, they quickly
changed their mind when they
learned he was the son of the
infamous Kineh Britt.

"Good riddance,” they prob-
ably thought, "and may God have

mercy on his soul!”

It was going to take longer
than 66 years for Huntsville to
forget its bloody past.

When Jim Britt was born in
1859 he was named after his
grandfather, James Britt, a resi-
dent of Jackson County. His fa-
ther, Kinchen, nicknamed Kinch
but semetimes referred to be-
hind his back as "Kitchen," had
moved to Huntsville sometime
prior to 1830 and married Su-
san Willlams in 1858. The new-
lyweds settled on a small piece
of land located a shert distance
west of the Huntsville Depot,
where Kinch began earning a liv-
ing as a farmer. According to
available records the family was
of modest means with the farm
valued atjust $500 and personal
property worth $200.

If the couple had any hopes
of seeing their son have a nor-
mal childhood, their dreams
were quickly dashed as rum-
blings of war swept across the
Southland.

On August 26, 1861, Kinch
mounted his horse and rode to
nearby New Market where he
enlisted in the Confederate Army
under the eommand of Captain
David C. Kelly. Any doubts
Kinch's wife had about his join-
ing the army were probably cast
aside by the fact that Kelly was
the highly respected pastor of
the Nst Methodist Church in
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Huntsville.

She may have theught Kelly
would be a good influence on
Kinch, who was already devel-
oping an overly comfortable
acquaintance with the whiskey
bottle.

With her husband off serv-
ing in the army, Susan Britt's
life changed drastically. Owning
no slaves to work the fields and
having no money to hire hands,
making a cotton crop was out of
the question. Like countless thou-
sands of other women across the
Seuth, her sustenance depended
on a small garden and maybe a
few chickens, with her only eash
coming from the produce she
could barter in town.

Adding to many families’
worries was the fact that Hunts-
ville had been captured by Union
troops on April 11, 1862.

Susan, like most of the other
wives in Humitsville, became
exiles in their own city. They were
forbidden to have any commu-
nication with their husbands
who were serving the Confed-
eracy. Women could not travel
out of town without a special
pass and often what meager food
and supplies thev had were
seized by the hated Union Armyy.

When they swallowed their
pride and approached the
yankees requesting to buy food,
they would be told they'd first
have to swear allegiance to the
Federal government. Few women

were willing to betray their hus-
bands in so callous a manner.

What little information Su-
san received about her husband
came from whispered messages
from soldiers who sneaked into
Huntsville to visit their families
and from letters smuggled
across the Union lines. Though
Jim was only three years old at
the time, it is easy to imagine him
sitting in his mether's lap as she
read letters from his father de-
seribing his exploits in the Cen-
federate Army. His company had
joined Nathan Bedford Forrest's
battalion and had seen action in
campaigns throughout Tennessee
and Kentucky.

When the Union army was
forced to evacuate Huntsville in
late August 1862, General
Forrest marched in with his
troops to give them a short fur-
lough. Kinch returned as part
of the liberating army.

His happiness was eut short
hewever when he learned his
wife had died only days before.
True to the South to the last,
she had half starved and finally
died of disease rather than take
the hated yankee loyalty oath.

Kineh was erushed and now
had a son to take care of But
how eould he, a soldier, pro-
vide the care young Jim needed?
He found the amswer soon
enough.

Kineh’s attention was soon
drawn to 20 year old Louisa

e

In 193¢ Huntsville was recov-
ering from the Great Depression.
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Bradiey, daughter of a semilit-
erate blacksmith. Flattered at
the attention she received,
Louisa quickly agreed to be
Kineh Britt's wife. No doubt,
she was thinking that his enlist-
ment was almost up and he
would be staying home with her.

Louisa may have been happy
to be a wife, but she had little
taste for the role of a caring
stepmeother. Much to her chagrin
Kinch, having secured the
services ofa live-in baby sitter for
his son, left her and promptly
reenlisted in the 4th Alabama
Cavalry for the duration of the
warr.

Louisa, still young and attrac-
tive, quickly tired of playing step-
mother and war bride. All around
her young women were going to
parties and dancing until the wee
hours of the morning. Unfortu-
nately, as a married woman, she
was expected to stay at home and
wait patiently for her husband's
return - whenever that might be.

Married life was definitely not
what she had expected it to be.

If Louisa was unhappy in her
role, her husband was not faring
much better. His regiment had
been transferred to Gen. Joe
Wheeler's cavalry brigade and
was seeing almeost constant com-
bat.

In the summer of 1863,
Kinch was been captured in Ten-
nessee. The yankees paroled
him and allowed him to return to
Huntsville until he could be ex-
changed.

Although he had once been a

loyal Confederate, now he be-
gan to have doubts as to his al-
legiance. During almost two
years of war he had seen count-
less men fall in battle, often
leaving their families destitute
and starving with nothing but a
few hollow words of praise to
show for their loss. By this time
the war had lost its glamour and
become a bitter, deadly struggle.

People both North and South
were starting to say the same
thing: "It's a poor man's fight,
but a rich man's war."

Kinch Britt had hardly re-
turned home when Union cav-
alry raids began targeting Hunts-
ville. The Confederate army
seemed unable to stop them. In
September 1863, the yankees
came to stay. Rather than return
to the Confederate army, Britt
decided to throw in with what
he decided would be the winning
and more profitable side.

He went to the Union head-
quarters and agreed to work for
them as a civillan spy. They of-
fered him $3 a day as pay. At
$90 a month, this was probably
more than he had ever earned
in his life. (As a Confederate
private he had received only $13
a month, when he was paid at
all.) Kinch quickly accepted the
job and went to work.

Before long, Kinch Britt had
earned the gratitude of the
yvankees and the hatred of his
neighbors. His knowledge of
Madison County was better than
any map they could have pur-
chased. Britt knew every Confed-

L. Thomas Ryan, Jr.
Attormey At Law

2319 Market Place, Suite B

Huntsville, Alabama 35801
Telephone

(256) 533-1103

ESTATE PLANNING, LIVING TRUSTS,

"No Represemritation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the
quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.”

Fax
(256) 533-9711

WILLS, PROBATE

 CLOUB NINE

| AMTA In-House Massages

Terese Stevens, LMT
Alabama License #992

Swedish
Neuromuscular
Deep Tissue
Phone:256/337-6989

I Gift Certificates for All Occasions

YOU GET BETTER SERVICE
BECAUSE...WE DON'T WORK
ALORE!

ward

BILL WARD & DORIS SISK
REAL ESTATE TEAM

BILL WARD & DORIS SISK
REAL ESTATE TEAM

OFFICE: (256)534-1886
TOLL FREE: (800)675-6580

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT:
hip/immre Dibois SidkTEmm.com

7663 Hwy. 72 West Suite E
Madison, Al 335758

Kingalfn

Center Antiques

1214 Meridian Street NE
Mon - Sat 1©-5, Sun 1-5
Booths now Available - call for details

536-3117 Antlques, Fine

Furnlture,
Books, Artwork
and a large
selection of
Collectibles.
9000 sq. ft.

Viisit wowwRennissance Theaire.net



http://www.DorisSixkTeam.com
http://www.RenaissanceTheatre.net

erate in Huntsville by sight and
could often be seen in town, ac-
companied by a detachment of
yankee soldiers, pointing out
the people he knew were loyal to
the Southern cause.

Kinch Britt became a social
outcast in his ewn town. The
more Kinch was shunned by his
neighbors, the more bitter he
became towards them. Now, in-
stead of merely informing on
them, Britt began looting their
homes, often at the point of a
pistol.

Brazenly, he would kick the
doors in, steal the silver and
other valuables and return to
the yankee camp where he would
sell the loot.

Even the hated yankees had
little love for the turncoat Britt.
They well knew he was only in
the war for momey.

He was not the only one in
North Alabama to succumb to
such temptation, as a Union
colonel named Lewis Merrill
noted. "The men who are em-
ployed ... as scouts, guides and
spies," wrote Merrill, “are, as a
rule, thieves, and aceompany
troops who go out simply for
chances to plunder.”

Whatever Kinch may have
been, it was even harder on his
young wife and son. Once the
wife of a Confederate hero,
Louisa was now married to a
social pariah. No one would
speak to her any longer, and
even her young stepchild was not
allowed to play with his neigh-
bors' children.

Spurned by the citizens of
Huntsville, Louisa also became a
turncoat. She seemed to take a
special delight in appearing on the
streets dressed in finery looted
from nearby plantation homes.
When entertaining her new found
yankee friends she would proudly
point out different items, identi-
fying which homes her husband
had “liberated” them from.

On Nevember 10, 1864 Con-
federate Captain James Madison
*Mack" Robinson made it through
the Union lines to visit his father
who oewned the Forestfield plan-
tation on the road between Hunts-
ville and Meridianville.

Kinch somehow received
word ofthe visit. Mack Robinson
had once been Kinch's lieutenant
in the 4th Alabama Cavalry, but
Kinch no longer felt any loyalty to
his old eomrade. He promptly

HALL BROTHERS MOVING
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went to the Union provest mar-
shal, Lt. Col. John Hoerner, and
told him that Robinson had come
home. Horner had already earned
a reputation as, "The meanest
yankee that ever set foot in North
Ala i

He was about to justify it.

The next day, Horner set off
early for Forestfield, taking Kinch
Britt along to show the way. The
clinking and clanking of the cav-
alry gave Robinson warning, and
he awakened his handful ofmen.
Colonel Horner deployed his men
around the house and ordered
Robinson to surrender. But Mack
Robinson had been in the war
since the very beginning and was
not about to give up without a
fight.
Kineh Britt was ecautiously
edging along the wall of the
house, trying to get a shet at
Robinson through a window.
Robinson spotted him first and
shet him dead.

Robinson then stormed out
of the door, blasting away with
a six-shooter in each hand. Col.
Horner had one of his shoul-
der straps shot off and the
yankees scattered. The Confed-
erates reached their horses and
rode away to safety.

Furious, the Union soldiers
murdered the caretaker, an in-
nocent civilian who had not
taken part in the fight, before
returning to Huntsville.

The citizens of Humtsville
breathed easier when they heard
of Kinch Britt's demise. However,
Col. Horner viewed the matter dif-
feremtly. The next day he led a

large detachment baek to
Forestfield and burned the beau-
tiful heme to the ground.

When news of the burning of
Forestfield reached Huntsville, its
citizens became enraged. Unable
to wreak havoc on the now dead
Kinch Britt, their anger turned to-
ward his young widow. She had
long before lost what little sym-
pathy the town's people might
have felt for her and her stepson.

Several nights later Louisa’s
home caught fire. Though it was
never established whether or not
it was an accident, none of the
townspeople went to her aid. The
house burned to the ground,
severely burning her stepson,
Jim, and destroying the loot her
husband had plundered from
their neighbors.

Though Louisa was young,
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and possibly naive, she was still
smart enough to realize she did
not have a bright future in
Huntsville. The next morning, af-
ter dropping the injured Jim off
at the Army hospital, she boarded
a train for Nashville, reportedly in
the company of a Union seldier
who had taken a liking to her.
The army hospital, known as
the Huntsville Hospital and lo-
cated in Fagan Spring, had the
dubious distinction of being the
only permanent structure the
yankees built while eccupying
Huntsville. Though equipped to
handle medical needs for the
thousands of soldiers passing
through Huntsville, it had scant
facilities for a five year old boy.
After dressing the
youngster's burns, the hospital
authorities tried to find some-
one to take him off their hands.
This was easier said than
done. The few openly Union
sympathizers wanted nothing to
do with the son of a Confederate
turncoat and the Southerners
wanted nothing to do the son ofa
Union spy.
All indications leads one to
believe that Jim stayed at the hos-
pital, perhaps as a ward, until it

|
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burned the following year. At that
time the county took over some
ofthe property and converted one
ofthe buildings inte a poor house.
With no one to turn to, Jim Britt,
at the age of six, became its first
resident, and ultimately, its long-
est.

The county poor house at
that time was literally a dump-
ing ground for the infirm, the
homeless and the aged who had
no one to take care of them.

Though Jim still bore ter-
rible scars from being burned
in the house fire, he was by no
means disabled. While most
lads his age were playing games,
Jim was put to work as an un-
paid hand at the poor house. Car-
rying firewood, fetching pails of
water or helping in the kitchen
became his everyday routine.

If Jim ever thought about
schooling or playing with other
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youngsters his age, those
thoughts were quickly put out
of his mind by authorities who
had ne time to waste with "such
foolishness.”

A glimmer ofhope rose in the
fall off 1868 when Union Aid soci-
eties began identifying war or-
phans and placing them in foster
homes. Finding a home for the
son of a Rebel turncoat and a
Union spy proved to be a formi-
dable task however, and Jim was
quickly passed by

In 1872 Jim's stepmother,
Louisa, returned to Huntsville.
Any thoughts of her providing a
home for Jim were discarded
when she married a man almost
40 years her senior. Neither she
nor her new hushand wanted any-

“If the other guy had moved
when he saw me coming,
this accident would never

have happened.”

Seen on Madiison County acci-
dent repork

thing to do with the son of the
infamous Kinch Britt.

For Jim, the months turned
into years and the years turned
into decades and still no one
cared about his fate. People came
to accept him as a permanent fix-
ture at the poor house; one that
eould also provide free labor.

Left unspoken was the fact

that perhaps Jim Britt was ex-
pected to pay penance, and be
punished, for the sins of his in-
famous father.

Occasionally a stranger would
inquire about the long time resi-
dent. They would be told, if they
persisted in their questioning, that
Britt suffered from “iafirmities of
the mind."

1112 6th Avenue, SE
Decatur, Al 35601
(256)353-2503

(Stet 1269)

Guns &
Tackie Shop, Inc

J.C. Vaughn
President

1650 Jordan Lane
Huntsville, Al 35816
(256)539-9688

s (T EFniE

Knives * Archery * Clothing * Ammo

Quality M
Professional *
Dry Cleaning &
Laundry |
Service

- .

Oldest
Businesses!

Serving our
CUStOIers
for 78 years,
sinee 1928.



No one ever questioned why, if in fact he was
mentally disabled, he was never admitted to the state
mental institution.

Other people would claim he suffered physical de-
fects that made it impossible for him to care for him-
self, although the poor house authorities, during a bud-
get crunch in the mid 1890s, did not hesitate to lease
his labor to cotton farmers.

George Kenney remembers his parents talking
about Britt. “They said he was the only person they
ever knew who had absolutely no friends.”

As Britt grew old, and no longer able to do the
chores of a younger man, he was placed in charge of
the garden at the poor house. In the evening he would
return to the room he shared with three other men; a
small box at the foot of the bed holding the few posses-
sions he ewned.

Other residents sometimes had visitors but for Britt
there were none. The few people who tried to befriend
him were quickly reminded ofa time years earlier when
the horrors ofwar had descended upon Huntsville. The
mere mention ofhis father’s name was enough to end
any thoughts of befriending the lonely old man.

Occasionally, after he had become an old man, he
would be seen wandering the streets downtown ap-
pearing, as one person deseribed it, "as ifhe was lost
in the past." Sometimes he would enter one of the
churches and sit quietly for hours until semeone
would return him to the poor house.

As one old-timer in Huntsville recently
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explained, “Being in the poor house was

all the man knew... or expected. That's the LOOk younger

way he was raised.”

When Jim Britt died in 1931, the local than your d aughter!

newspaper eulogized him as "The son of a

Union spy.” ——
Almost begrudgingly the paper added,

"The county has spent almest $15,000 on

Britt's upkeep during the last 66 years."
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1843 - In one of the first at-
tempts at zoning, the city fathers
force Preston Yeatman to remove
his horse stable from the corner
of Greene between Eustis and
Gates streets.

1848 - Education is gaining
a strong foothold. There are
seven colleges and high schools
with an enrollment of 676 stu-
dents.

1848 - The "Huntsville Vol-
unteers,” under the command of
Captain William Wilson depart
for Texas to join the fight for
independence.

1851 - The town is scandal-
ized by a young man, 19 years
old, checking into a local hotel
accompanied by his wife. She
was 62.

1882 - The first defense
industry arrives in Huntsville. J.R.
Young and Company are given the
eontract to manufacture six
pound ecannons for the
Confederzcy.

1868 - C. C. Clay, a Hunts-
ville native, is imprisoned along
with Jefferson Davis in Fort Mon-
roe, for conspiracy in the death
of Abraham Lincoln. The charges
were never proven and Clay was
ordered released by U.S. Grant.

1886 - Fordyce and Rison
Banking House opens its doors.
They will remain one of the
most influential banks in
Huntsville until 1948, when they
were acquired by First National
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Bomber
Crashes Near
Hiunisville

by Charles Wells

On an early summer morn-
ing in June of 1944, I deeided
to go fishing. I found my fish-
ing pole, dug a can of worms,
got my new (to me) bicycle and
got ready to leave.

I had celebrated my four-
teenth birthday about three
weeks earlier and Daddy had
scrounged together enough
money ($6.00) to buy me a Heinz
57 used bicycle. By this, I mean it
had oversize handlebars, no chain
guard, a 26-inch wheel in the back
and a 24-inch in the front. I was
always going downhdli. I rolled up
my right overall leg to keep it from
being caught in the sprocket and
headed over to one of my favorite
fishing holes on Indian Creek.

After traveling about three or
four miles, I had gotten te the
hill on the west side of the creek
and the north side of 72 High-
way. I was pushing my bicycle
along a cow path that ran about
halfway up the side of the hill.
As I was nearing the highway I
heard a huge explosion to the
south and looked that way. It
appeared that the whole end of
Rainbow Mountain was gone.
There was fire and a lot of
smoke, and I could see trees
falling from the sky.

I looked up and saw a plate
(B-26 Marauder) coming toward
me. It was on fire and smoke
was coming out of the cockpit
and the bomb bay doors. It was
losing altitude rapidly as it
passed over me and headed to-
ward a cultivated field at the top
of the hill. Its nose was down
at a very steep angle and did not
flair out before impact. Upon
impact, the nosewheel eollapsed,

the nose of the plane dug into the
ground, the tail went up into the
air and a matter of seconds later,
it blew up. The pilot had appar-
ently dropped part of his bomb
load on Rainbow Mountain. I
made my way closer to the erash
site. The pilot must have radioed
the base that he was in trouble
because only minutes after the
crash, the area was crawling with
MPs, police cars and ambulances.
Within minutes, they had formed
a circle of guards around the site.

No one questioned me as to
what I may have seen. I was told
to leave the area immediately. I
guess a freckled face, barefoot
boy dressed in overalls, carry-
ing a fishing pole in one hand
and a can of worms in the other
and holding on to a weird-look-
ing bicycle, could not tell them
anything they wanted to know. I
was not questioned then or later.

An article in the Huntsville
Times stated that the only wit-
ness to the crash was a Negro
woman who eould not tell them
very much.

I had seen the plane many
times before. Almost daily, de-
pending on the weather, it would
come over the farm several
times - always approaching from
a southeasterly direction, pass
over and then go on to the south-
west. A few minutes later, we
would hear the report of explod-
ing bombs dropping on a mock
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village on the Arsenal. Sometimes
itwould be flying low enough that
we eould elearly see the pilots. We
would wave and sometimes they
would wave back or dip their
wings to let us know that they had
seen us.

The erash site is now occu-
pied by Huntsville Memory Gar-
dens. Perhaps a fitting tribute
to the three men who perished
there.

TERRYS

"Home offthe Chicago Style Pizza"

Call for FREE k
DELIVER

881-5987 536-3389 539-3467

9034 Parkway SW
Haysland Square

' PIZZA

(Same or fewer topungi)
Two or more tappnqs

DELIVERY = CARAY-QUT « DINE W
ot VI Wk Aoy Ouhet Caippit Or Bpoenal.
O Compot Pov Ortef =

BUFFET HOURS
Monday - Friday 11:00am - 2:00pm
Mon., Tues., Wed. 5:00pm-9:00pm

SINCE

3612 Govenors Drive
Across from Post Office

2514 Memorial
Pkwy NW



cruisevacationinc.com
www:cruisevacationinc.com
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Riiding
The
Train

by Ausftin Miller

Until the late forties, very few
people living at Ryland had cars
and the train was used by many
for transportation to Huntsville.
They rode a west bound passen-
ger train to Huntsville that ran
about 9:45 in the morning and
returned on an east bound train
about 4.00 PM. The morning
train number was thirty-five and
the afternoon train was thirty-
six. The trains commonly re-
ferred to at Ryland as 35 and
36. The destination of the ma-
jority of the Ryland passengers
was Huntsville. But as incon-
ceivable as it may seem now big-
ger cities than Huntsville on the
Southern line between Chatta-
nooga and Memphis were
Decatur and the Tri-Cities (Flo-
rence, Tuscurbia & Sheffield).
According to the 1950 census,
the eity of Florence alone was
twice as big as Huntsville.

In the thirties and forties,
people rode the train to town in
the morning, spent the day and
returned home in the afternoon.

Residents that remember those
days say that large erowds gath-
ered to eatch the train and pas-
sengers departed in droves in
the afternoon. When it was too
wet to work in the cotton fields,
coming to the depot to see who
arrived on the train was a popu-
lar pastime on Saturday after-
noon. The depot was not an
imposing or inviting structure.
It was a small dark gray three
sided shed open to the north
with a bench running across the
back. It did provide shade and
shelter from the rain but in win-
ter there was no protection at
all from the north wind. The
depot was located in the small
trlangular wedge on northwest
side of the tracks at the Ryland
Pike intersection.

The passenger trains also
brought mail to Ryland without
stopping. The Ryland Postmas-
ter hung the outgoing mail on a
special pole next to the track. A
railroad employee stood in the
doorway of the mail car with a

Free Attorney Cunsultation for Personal Injury
The Law Firm of

MITCHELL HOWIE

Legal Services - Probate - Estate Planning - Wills
533-2400

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal
services performed by other lawyers.

Sizzling Fajitas Are Our Specialty

You Care To Eat" Every Wednesday 5PM - 9PM
Special lunch Buifet Mon - Fri 11AM to 2PM
Lunch Specials Saturday & Sunday

Open 7 Pays R Week
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EOMBLETE TAKE BUT MENY <l

BANQUET FACILITEES

Py

2008 MEMORIAL PKWY SW
A ’ o F Sl

N




specially designed device that
snatched the mail bag from the
pole. The incoming mail bag
was simply thrown from the
train mail car and usually landed
somewhere in the vicinity of the
depot and post office. Needless to
say, you could not safely mail
fragile items to or from Ryland.
Of the eountless people that
arrived and departed at Ryland,
one arriving passenger stuck in
the memories of local residents
for decades. In February of
1931, a well dressed young man
came to Ryland on the train. He
stood out like a sore thumb
among the local farmers and
sharecroppers. His family who
owned the Ryland cotton gin lived
only two or three hundred yards
from the depot on a seventy acre
farm.. It was the usual Saturday
afternoon and a erowd had gath-
ered to see who arrived on the
train. One in the crowd was my
Uncle Gib Miller who has teld me
the story many times. The
passenger's name was Dr. Alton

Sanford. Dr. Sanford was a gradu-
ate of the University of Alabama
and Tulane Medical School. He
was an outstanding football
player, an aceomplished musician
and by all accounts an excellent
doctor. At a very young age for a
doctor, he had practiced in Cali-
fornia, West Virginia and the
Mayo Clinic. His brother Curtis
was there to meet him and ac-
cording to Unele Gib, when they
shook hands, Dr. Sanford told
Curtis that he was near death.
At thirty-one, Dr. Sanford had
come home to die. Two days
later he passed away at home.
His niece, Caroel Brewer, still
lives on the Samford family
home site. The original house
was destroyed by the tornado of
1974.

“Therapy is expensive.
Popping bubble wrap
is cheap. You choose.”

Sandy Jacobs, Arab
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[ R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC]

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

General Contractors
Residential & Commercial
Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

“A Comtractor You Can
Trust”

HJO0DY MANDERSR)

YOUR FULL SERVICE FORD DEALERSHIP

939-9441

www.woodyandersonford.com

Service, Parts, Body Shop & Truck Shop
Monday-Friday 7:002m-6:00pm

Mondlay-Friday 8:30am-8:0bpm

Showroom MHours



http://www.woodyandersonford.com
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The morning train had to be
flagged. Flagging is how the train
was stopped to pick up passen-
gers. Someone had to stand in
the tracks and wave a hat, coat,
or handkerchief to get the
engineer’s attention. The waving
would start when the train was
about a quarter mile away. The
distance was hallf way between
Dug Hill Road and the depot.
The engineer would give two
short bursts on the whistle as
an indication he was going to
stop. Occasionally the two short
bursts wouldn't come and the
train would speed through
Ryland without slowing down,
sending the person doing the
flagging scurrying to safetty.

By the early fifties everybody
had a car and very few rode the
train. By 1956, a black man
named Jody Rogers and I were

the only two Ryland riders left.
I occasionally rode it on the
weekend to visit my grandpar-
ents in Humtsville and Jody
eaught it once or twice a week. I
could usually hiteh a ride with
someone with a car on Satur-
day morning but on Sunday af-
ternoon had to catch the train. I
walked from grandparents
house on 1602 Toll Gate Road to
the Huntsville Depot. The route
took me down Wells avenue past
the Maple Hill Cemetery, to
Randolph Avenue, to Washington
Street. The highlight of the trip

was on Washington Street at
Lewter Hardware. I liked to stop
and admire the new knives dis-
played in the window. The last
stop was the depot, a very de-
pressing place with very few
people and a ticket agent. After
buying a ticket, I waited outside
on the Church Street side to watch
for the train. One time after I
boarded, the conductor showed
his irritation by telling me that for
a thirty-five cent fair it cost the
railroad $2.50 and a five minute
delay to stop the train at Ryland.

The passenger trains stopped

“There will never be a
bigger plane buiit.”

A Boeing englineer, afterthe
st flight ofthe 247, a twin
engine that held 10 people.

(256) 852-5402

RENT forthe ELIDERILY, DISABLED and/or
HANDICAPPED based on INCOME

(Section 8)

First Seventh-Day Adventist Towers

“Stove Reéfifigecasorr Yanpett Doapess Smoklec Detectors
*Emergeney call system FHAMAC thanadyy *Utilities Included

3409 Verona Avenue
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Monday - Friday




running almost fifty years ago and there is little
evidence of a Ryland depot. The Huntsville depot
has not changed. It looks the same as my child-
hood memory when Daddy would lift me to the
depot window to see the train pull in the station.
In mv mind, it is Huntsville's foremost historical
site.

Changes beyond our wildest imagination have
occurred for those of us who grew up in Madison
County during and prior to the fifties. Most ef us
of that era treasure any landmarks still around
that remind us of how things once were.

New Broom Factory

Mr. Frank Laswell, who has been in Huntsville
and Madison County for three weeks prospecting,
has returned to his home in Arkansas to make
his arrangements to move his family here in the
spring,

Mr. Laswell will begin his broom factory in
May at the latest. He understands the business
from start to finish, thoroughly, from the till-
ing of the ground, planting and gathering the
broom corn, to the manufacturing of brooms.

The corn will be grown in this county, the
climate of which is admirably adapted to its
growth, and several farmers have stated their
willingness to undertake the crop and furnish
the straw.

Mr. Laswell seems in earnest about his
factory and has great faith in the promising
future of Huntsville.

Frormn 1891 newspaper
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Factory Coming to Huntsville

The Church Cart Manufacturing Compamy, of
Grand River, Ky, is in correspondence with Mr. W. S.
Wells relative to the removal to this city of the
carriage factory above named.

The eompany desires the citizens to contribute
a site of two acres and the sum of $1,500.00 to

secure the industry.
From 1891 Huntsville newspaper

Getting a Little Crowded?

If it s time for a move,
you need a
professional to help

you find the right new

home. Whether it s a

historic home in

dewntown HSV or a

newer home

elsewhere, YOUR

needs are my

motivation! Darryl Goldman
Realtorfi

KELLERWILLIAMS  (25%) 520-1771

== AN T T
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Heard On

The Street

by Caithey Carney

The winner ofthe Photo ofthe
Month eontest for last month was
that famous Ken Ward, of Jaclk-
son Way Barber Shop. He was the
first correct caller to guess the
photo of Emmett Sanders, who
was Huntsville License Director
for many years. We probably
had five hundired calls, with
everyone claiming to be Emmett’s
friend. Congratulations, Ken!

It was great to run inte an old
friend - Jim Vaughn of South Re-
alty was out and about recently
and we were able to catch up with
him. He sure is proud of daugh-
ter Amy and husband Carson!

We were so sorry to hear that
Elsie M. Miller, of Ryland, died
in July. Her sons Berns, Greg and
Austin Miller and their families
will miss her very much. She was
a member of the Shiloh United
Methedist ehurch.

Rusty Dinwiddie, of Park
Supplyy, recently celebrated a very
memorable birthday. We're not
giving his exact age, just let’s say
it’s a huge milestone between 40
and 60!

The historic Lewry House
was officially dedicated at the end
of June. Owners Louie and Jane
Tippett have done an outstand-
ing job in renovating the old

home. In addition to Mayor
Loretta Spemeer, attendees in-
cluded Lynn Berry, Glenn
Watson, Karen Yarboerough,
Lerey Cunningham, Annette
Philpet, Susan & Richard
Guiyas, Gloria & Jamie Cooper,
Connie & Joe Lougheed and
Marie Hewett (as Elizabeth
Lowry).

Trade Day is coming Sep. 9
this year - this will be the 18th
year! It’s that great event on the
square in downtown Huntsville
with antiques, food, drinks, crafts,
and entertainment. Come early
in eomfortable shoes.

Congratulations to newly-
weds Bernice Harper and Ira
Sutten who married in April.
You’re a lucky man, Iral

We send our econdolences to
the family of Max A. Luther, Jr.,
who died in late June. Maxwas a
great person and a solid part of
Huntsville’s history, and he had
some great stories to tell.

Best wishes to our good friend
Joyee Russell. Joyce, who is with

(reating the very best commmumities...

ADAMS ALLEY » CLiFT’s €Cove « HampTON FALLS APARTMENT COMMUNITY
HERITAGE PLANTATION » HIERITAGE PROVENCE
HERITAGE STATION « MT. CARMEL BY THE RIVER
Tue BRIDGES ON THE RIVER

- ——ultimate cormmumity...

MCMULLEN

ENFINGER
STEELE

DEVELOPRENT

New York Life, had a July birth-
day and a fun celebration with
friends at Sazio’s. Celebrating
with her were Bill Drake and his
pretty wife, Linda.

Margaret Wiordarski recently
turned 80 and her friends and
family helped her celebrate this
big event with parties held for her.

You can’t meet a nicer person
than Tami Sims, of Ladies First.
Ilove to go in there and see her!

Well, it looks like the city
council races may be getting
very interesting, We hear that our
good buddy Ray Swaim has de-
cided to run against Mark
Russell. We’ll wait & see.

We send our love to Jan Camp
who recently broke her arm. We
know her sweet hubbie Howard
is taking good care ofher.

A very happy 59th. birthday
wish to James Garner, from his
Aunt Jimmie Martin.

We were very sorry to hear that
Arthur Morton Alien had died,
at 96. He had so many good
stories, as a lifelong Huntsville

Photo ol The Manth

The first person to correctly
identify the youngster belew wins &
1-year eomplimentary subseription
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502

Hiint: This little boy is
refiring from the county and
running for a city job.
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resident, and we will really miss
his humor & kindness, and his
memories ofearly Huntsviiie.

That darling Hannah Troup
turns 6 in August with a gymnas-
tics party. Our youngest
subscriber has been reading the
magazine for years now! Happy
Birthday to you, sweetiel

Recently while at St. Pete’s
Beach, Fl., we talked with a fasei-
nating man, Tom C. Kilpatrick,
who has a sister living here in
Huntsville, Anita Jennings. He
has run the famous Gayles Res-
taurant in St. Pete since 1954. He
sure had some great stories to tell!
And what a great breakfast!

We recently caught up with our
buddy, Sheriff Blake Domming.
He, along with Clhief Resx
Reynolds, gave a fascinating talk
at a recent meeting of the
Twickenham Republican Women.
Did you know that eight years ago
there were 4 or 5 illegal aliens ar-
rested a year on criminal charges.
Today, the figure has jumped to
between 30 and 40 per month.

We can’t walit to see the exclu-
sive Huntsville preview of the
movie about Elvis Presley’s origi-
nal guitarist & drummer that will
be released next year nationally.
It is called “The Blue Moon Boys’
and will be shown at the Coffee
Tree on Bailey Cove on Sat., Aug,
12 from 1-3pm. The author, Dan
Griffin, will be on hand to sign his
book as well, same title.

Just when you think you've
heard everything, we learn our
friend Hall Bryant was in Spain
running with the bulls. We would
have thought that serving on the
city council once was hairy
enough for anyone!

We spoke with Fran Woodard
recently. She is very active with
the Art Museum, Library, Botani-
cal Garden and other volunteer
agencies.

A big hello to our dear friend
Bill Whatley. He was in the hos-
pital recently but is on the mend
and we send him best wishes.

Happy anmiversary to Stef
and Jehn Treup, who have been
married 8 years. John’s birthday
is the same day as their anniver-
sary, so he can never forget it!
John, who works at Theatrical
Lighting, will be 43.

It is always so good to talk
with Mike Beck, of Halsey
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“Aduits are always asking little

kids what they want to be when

they grow up, because they're
looking for good ideas.”

Hannah Troup, 5 3/4

Grocery. Halsey is so
much a part of Huntsville’s
history, and Mike isjusta
really good guy to neighbor
with.

Robert Martin, Sr.
must say good-bye to his
son, Cel. Randy Martin,
again as he heads off for
his 2nd tour of Iraq.
We’re thinking of both of
you!

If you havent had a
good cheeseburger lately,
stop by the Dallas Mill
Deli. Curtis Pareus, the
owner, cooks a cheese-
burger that is out of this
world!

We ran across Judge
Bill Page recently while
grocery shopping. If that
man ever writes a book
we’re buying the first
copy!

Well, that’s all this
month. Just remember
how lucky we are to live in
Huntsville, Alabamat

2336 A Whiteshwmg Drive
Fiantsville AC 2665343613

UNITED

LNIET)
FIRE & WATER
DAMAGE
RESTORATION

Loule Tippett, Owned & Operated 209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville |
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Gpanny's Sauares

1 can Eagle Brand sweet-
ened condensed milk

1 e. chopped nuts

1 c. chopped dates

1 e. eoconut

Mix all ingredients in a

bowl. Pour into a 9%9” square
pan. Bake for 45 minutes at 350
degrees and edges on side of
pan are golden brown.

Beurben Franks

1 14-oz. botte catsup

1 c. bourbon

1 ¢. dark brown sugar

4 8Bezz.pkEss . nuiid fline
cocktail franks

In a large saucepan mix all

ingredients except for the franks.
Cover and simmer for 2 hours.
Add franks and simmer for 5
minutes. Serve in a chafing dish.
If you make this in advance it
tastes even better.

- 1 RECIPES

Sauce

1 ¢. hershey’s instant cocoa

mix, sweetened
1/3 e. boiling water
1/2t. slmond extract
1 T. butter, melted

Mix all ingredients and stir

well. Serve over ice cream, cake
or fruit.

Deana s Spicy Salsa

2 large tomatoes

1 medium onion

1/2 bunch fresh cilantro

1/2 jalapeno pepper

I/2t. minced garlic

Salt & pepper to taste

4 T. lime juice

Finely chop your tomatoes,

onion, eilantro, and jalapeno and
add to bowl. Add garlic, season
with salt & pepper, add lime juice
& stir well. Cover and let sit on
countertop til next day, when you
serve it to cheers and accolades.

Blanket

2 Ib. pork sausage
3 cans biscuits
Form the sausage into thumb

size pieces. Fry in skillet til done.
Wrap each plece with an un-
cooked biscuit. Turn lapped side
down; place on a cookie sheet and
brush with sausage drippings.
Cook for 15 minutes iat 375 de-
grees. Serve with hot mustard.

2 c. orange juice

2 c. vanilla yogurt

1 T. honey

2 T. lemon juice

2 pints fresh blueberries or
strawberries

1/2 t. each of cinnamon and
nutmeg

Mix all ingredients In a

blender, chill. Place a few berries
in bowis, ladle soup over top. Gar-
nish with fresh mint.

EVERK

MOtIDE X
IS FAMILY
NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner.
Featuring a full menu and the best
country breaifast in town!

Every Monday night Kids Eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our
new kid's menu with each paid adult entree.
Offfer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast
8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS




German Slush

3 T. green tea

2 c. boiling water

2 c. sugar

7 ¢. water

1 12-oz. can frozen lemonade

1 12-o0z. can frozen orange
juice

2 c. vodka

Cold 7-Up as needed

Steep tea in boiled water for

an hour. Strain. Boil water and
sugar one minute and eool. Mix
lemonade and orange juice and
add this, along with the vodka, to
the sugarAvater/tea mixture. Mix
and freeze 2 days in advance. Fill
glass with 2/3 slush and the rest
with cold 7-Up. Stir and Partyl

Lady ¢ Mikshake

1 qt. vanilla ice eream

1/2 c. Kahlua coffee liquer

1/4. c. Grand Marnier

Put all ingredients in your
blender, a half at a time. Blend at
highest speed til it’s the consis-
tency of a milk shake. If you like
it more liquidly, add a bit efwhole
milk.

Invite your lady friends over
for the afternoon, serve this drink
and you’ll stay cool & happy on
these hot sumamer days!

Fruit NMhdley

Buy melons, blueberries,
peaches, bananas, grapes, tanger-
ines, kiwis, pineapples, nectar-
ines, respberries, blackberries,
apples - any good fresh fruit.

Cut your fruit into bite-sized
pleces and place into an attrac-
tive clear glass bowl. Sprinkle with
Grand Marnier Liquor one hour
before serving, Garnish with fresh
mint or contrasting edible flowers
like violets.

Annie s Nui Cake

1 box yellow cake mix

1 pkg. vanilla pudding mix

4 eggs

1/2 ¢c. oil

1 c. rum

1 ¢. ground pecans

Mix well and pour batter into

a decorative Bundt pan. Bake in
325 degree oven for an hour.
Sprinkle with powdered sugar
while warm and serve with good
whipped cream.

Cugumber Dip

1 8-0z. pkg. ceam cheese
2 T. mayonnaise
1/2 c. grated cucumber
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Dash salt and pepper
Dash Worcestershire sauce
I/2t. garlic powder
Mix all ingredients together
and serve with crackers, chips,
pita sandwiches, etc. Use your
imagination!

Gann Bryan, LUTCF
Financlal Services Professional

(256) 417-6580

(256) §39-0257

1022 Cook Ave. Humisville

Taylor Produce

Located in the Madison County Farmers Market

Cantelopes, Watiermelons, Corn, Tomatoes,
Onions, Potatoes, Eggs, Fruit

The Fresher it is, the Better for YOU!

Proudly owned & operated by Tooter Taylior's daughters &
grandchildren! We’re keeping the tradition alive!

Higuys $6 MonSwt
Sun 8-5

The Tirains!
883-7656
Couniiry Cooking

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm

Closed Sundags
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Oil Wells
Disecovered

Jfrom 1880 newspaper

Huntsville has a new sensa-
tion in the discovery of coal oil
on the farm of Mi. T. Crawford,
who resides on a part of the old
Mack Jones plantation, 34 miles
in a northwestern course from
Huntsville.

We learn that Mr. Crawford
commenced digging a well near
his ginhouse last October and
after reaching a depth of about
40 feet stopped digging, on get-
ting to a seam of limestone
rock.

Subsequently, he began to
blast the rock, and reaching a
depth of 12 or 15 inches more,
encountered a strong smell of
coal oil.

Having had some experience
in supplying pumps for the oil
wells in Pennsylvania, his atten-
tion was arrested, as he be-
lieved, by the discovery of an
abundant source of oil. A piece
of the excavated rock retained a
strong oil smell some time af-
ter it was brought to the sur-
face of the ground, and the sur-
face of the water in the well is
covered with oil.

These indications of a coal
oil bonanza have so impressed
Mr. Crawford and some of his
friends that they set about get-

ting up a company to establish a
coal oil factory.

The Compamy, under the
name of T.B. Crawford & Co., be-
lieving that similar indications of
coal oil exist in this section, pro-
pose to procure from owners of

We ean sim

land leases of large tracts - say
10,000 acres - with a view of
sinking wells for oil, and we have
seen one of their printed blank
leases. We trust that the enterprise
will prove successful, and that
there maybe "millions in it”.

by consolidating all your insurance and

Simamcial planning

u the umbrella of the

J. Smith Lanier & Co. famaily off world
respected carriers. One company for all

your coverages, often at substantial savings.
Doesn't that sound good?

Insuring People And
Business Since 1868

J. Smith Lanier & Co.

Call for an analysis or quote.

206 Eachange Place ¢ PO. Box 6087 ¢

Huntsv

ille, AL 35824 ¢« 236-890-9000

Open Daily
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=

Don't forget to mention this ad to get
your Senior Discount (55+)

Bowling Center In Huntsville
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2404 LEEMAN FERRY ROAD SW

A Smoke-Free Fatility!
¥ Snack Bar
3 Cosmic Birthday Parties
§Group Rates % Pro Shop
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in Downtown Huntsville

S8ATVWRB SEPT % 2006
8:00 am to 5:00 pm

Pottery, Baskets, Antiques, Crafts, Arts, Antique Auto Display,
Quilts, Good Food, Collectibles, Music, Handmade Toys,
Entertainment, & much more...

Free clinical Eye, Hearing and blood sugar testi
Mobile Screening Unit will be available all day.

SPONSORED BY

THE VON BRAW DION'S CDUB AND
HISTORIC HUNTSVIELE FOUNDATION

For more information
email hljacksonl@comcast.net

Vendor applications
Call (256) 852-5378

Huntsville, Alabama

Harrison Brothers 1897 * 2006 109 years on the square

Vendor applications available in the store.


mailto:hljacksonl@comcast.net
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Humitsville's Red Light
Disirict Closed

From 1913 newspaper

The so called segregated or red light district of Huntsville
will go out of existence tonight at midnight and by tomorrow,
practically all of the occupants of "the houses of our midst"
will have departed from the city or changed their mode of
making a living,

When the question of abolishing the district was
brought before the City Commission in November by a
committee representing the Men and Religion Forward
Movement, proprietors of the houses agreed to close up
quietly and get out provided they were not molested be-
fore the first of January. The commissioners entered into
this agreement and the action of the police will not be
necessary. The women declared their intention of keeping
their promise to move away.

Several of the inmates of the houses have already left
the eity, but a majority are still here however. A few will
go to the homes from which they have long been absent
but most of them will make their way to other cities and
continue their life.

Other cities have driven the red light districts out be-
fore this and the outcome of the experiment in those cit-
les as well as here will be watched with a great deal of

Serving a Variety of Dishes
from around the World

Shrimp Venetian, 100% Lump Crab Cakes,

Mango Glazed Scallops, Steamed Mussels

Marinated Flank, Lamb Racks, Stuffed Quail

Portabella Mushrooms, Bruschetta, Toriellini,
Angel Hair Pasta, Fondue
Signature Crayfish Bisque
Basil-Balsamic Green Salad
Homemade Desserts

Fudl Bar, Cozy Dining - Open Chef Kitchen
Wiaitch us while we cook foryou!

Come join us at 2030 Cecil Ashburn Dr.,
in Jones Valley Station (just east of
Bailey Cove)
Hours
Lunch: Tue-Fri 11-2

Dinnar Tue-Thur 5-9 Fri-Sat 5-10
Reservations Accepted

7914 So. Memorial Pky.

Humitsville, Al 35802

interest. (256)880-7333
A Historic Home Im Mooresville
4828 High Street
Crawford—Cain House
ca #1870
The Crawford-Cain House was built circa 1870.
The Crawfords then sold this home to Dr. Cain who
had come to Mooresville from Mississippi. Dr.
Cain’s first office was over the tavern. Later he
built an office next to his house that included an
apothecary. This is reportedly the building that is ——
now used as the guest house.
This 3 bedroom, 2 3/4 bath house and wonderful
guest house contain 2741 sq. ft. and has e
been totally renovated. The property is
offered at $349,900. The property has
been recently painted inside and out. For your most knowlsdgeable

The kitchen has just been redone.
You ean enjoy the historic lifestyle of
Mooresville today.

Offered at only $349,900

€all Richard Van Vailkenburgh
Historic & Fine Homes Specialist
Erom Your First Home. .. To Your Finest Estate W°L,"d you like to enjoy
this wonderful back

Webside: www.warsedbor.com porch?

information, give us a call.
We appreciate your business!

Richard Van
Valkenburgh

ABR, CRB, CRS, GRI
Historic & Fine Homes

Specialist
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The Old Alrport

by Johnny Johnston

There it was, the old Eastern Airlines Office
where I spent so many years of my youth. I had
just walked from the office next door which in
1953 was that of James MecAlister who owned
Huntsville Air Service and was the city’s Airport Man-
ager. Sometimes I can't remember my telephone
number but now, after 39 years I eould remember
each item and where it was placed. The Operations
Desk from the edge of that windew to the middie of
the floor. The Safe sat over there next to that Reser-
vation desk with one of the original answering ma-
chines sitting on top of it. The walk-through closet
which in addition to housing our personal coats,
lunches and rain gear, housed the LF radio gear. We
could talk to other cities on that powerful radio. The
Teletype units sat under the see-through windows.
The door going to the front was the entrance to our
ticket counter which was shared with Capital Air-
ways. The memories came easy. The big window be-
tween the office and outside ramp was our view of
people milling around and airplanes taking off to the
south.

Then I remembered that the building had not
been air conditioned and how hot it became on a
mid afternoon summer day. What made it espe-
cially unpleasant was the way we worked. We
would go outside to load and unload an aircraft
in the heat and get seaking wet from perspiration;
then come inside, go directly to the ticket counter
and sell someone a ticket. Regardless of our odor,
there was no time or place to cool off and get dry.
We just smelled bad and nothing we could do
about it. Many times during heavy rains we would
sell that ticket or check that bag in soaking clothes
because we had just worked the aircraft in heavy
rains.

There was the day when James Lindsay, our
Eastern Manager, decided he would do something
to cool off the office, so he placed an exhaust fan in
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HeideChe
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one side of that outside window.
The first day it was in place a
Convair aircraft took off and
was clearing the south hill when
Jim looked through the fan and
yelled loudly so everyone could
hear "My God both engines have
stopped on that airplane”! Later
we discovered that when you
look at spinning propellers
through a fan it causes them to
look like they have stopped.

Construction was completed
on the building in 1952 and it
opened to the public that year. I
started work there in 1953 at
the age of 16. My job was to
learn aircraft maintenance,
wash and wax airplanes, fuel
and oil airplanes, cut grass and
essentially be a gopher boy in
addition to learning to fly. It
didn't take long to meet the 10
other people who worked at the
airport. Eastern had 3 people,
Capital 4, and Huntsville Air
Service 4... That does not count
the two part time employees
who observed the weather for
the U.S. Weather Bureau... I had
been pretty much confined to
Lineoln and West Huntsville not
knowing much about famous
people, travel or public things
and had never flown on an air-
plane. My new job would change
all that and set me on to a ca-
reer in aviation.

Mr. William P Fanning and I
were in my Mothers 1950 Ply-

mouth that September day try-
ing to find a qualifying job to
allow me to take Diversified
Occupations in Butler High
School for three years. We
turned off Whitesburg Drive
onto the desolated Airport Road
and preceded to the buildings
just over the railroad tracks. "T¢
hangars sat just to the left of
the road (a continuation of Air-
port Road) which wound around
a hill on the east side of the air-
port. The hill was on the north-
east southwest runway. Just on
top of the hill and close to the
hangars sat the "temaporary ter-
minal building" which was oc-
cupied in 1941. In 1953 it was
used for storage.

The  Chief Mechanic,
Raymond Sherrill and Chief Pi-
lot Joel Williams were working on
an old erop duster when we ar-
rived. Mr. Sherrill stopped to
talk to us for a minute. When
Mr. Fanning asked him if they
might have a job for me he sent
us to see Mr. James McAlister
in the Terminal Building. I re-
member so well meeting Mr.
Mae, as I called him until his
death in 1965. He was charm-
ing and offered me the job I de-
scribed. The offer was a gener-
ous $40 per month working
from 1:00 p.m. until dark.

He didn't say anything about
days off and I forgot to ask. Ac-
tually I was there more than I
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contracted for and loved most
of it. When I applied to Eastern
in October 1956, and listed the
job at Huntsville Air Service, it
came to 357 hours in one
morth. 1 know because I made
$1 per hour at that time. In the
year 1954 I was off only once.
That was July 4.

In the new brick building
were 4 restrooms downstairs.
A men's room and a lady's room
were in the lobby just in front
of the airlines ticket counter. An-
other set of restrooms were just
down the hall in a small room.
This was intended to be the
"Colored” waiting room. The
designer of the building and per-
haps city fathers who approved
the design intended for the
building to be segregated, how-
ever, James McAlister never
opened up the second waiting
room. This old building, open-
ing 54 years ago, may very well
have been the first integrated
public building in Alabama.

How well I remember the
original astronauts walking
around in that small place,
some very friendly like John
Glenn and others not so
friendly like Scott Carpenter. In
the early days they flew commer-
cial airline or rode together in

“My luck is so bad that if |
bought a cemetery, people
would stop dying.”

Ed Burgess, Madison

a charter. A few years
later beginning with
the seeond group the
space people started
flying in their own jet
aircraft.

The first thing I
looked at in the ter-
minal was the floor.
The designer built in
a very peculiar design
in the tile floor that I
haven't seen else-
where. Many of the
areas | remembered
had since been en-
cased in glass. The
corner at the main
entrance where the
Coke machine sat
was so familiar to
me. That was one of
my jobs as well, keep
the Coke machine
full. They cost 5 cents

Broyhill
Clayton Marcus
Best Chair
Hickory Hill
Jamison Bedding

2130 Meridian St. N
Huntsville, AL 35811
Phone: 534-4949

Hours:
Men. - Fri. 9-6
Sat. 9-5
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per bottle and had the name of the city where they
were bottled engraved on the bottom. We paid a
nickel for the coke then might have a "quarter on
the bottle bet" with a friend. The holder of the
bottle from the greatest distance was the winner. I
even remember the little dial on the Avis desk that
gave the distance to each major city around the
county.

I have written before about the visits of Dr.
Oberth and Dr. Von Braun. Several others of our
German friends also came around the airport.
One afternoon I was in the old "T" hangar and
cleaning sawdust from my arms when one Dr. came
in. I was using compressed air and simply blow-
ing the dust from my arms. I'm 16 years old and
what do I know? He grabbed the hose from me
and shoved me against the wall. Startled I was
ready to ask him why when he yelled at me with
his heavy accent "Stupid, Stupid, the air will enter
your bloodstream, go to your heart and kill you"!
I am positive that in theory he was correct but I
had never heard of that happening,

Another of the Germans proved to be more skilled
in building rockets than flying airplanes. He might
have been a little short on planning! This particular
gentleman rented a Piper PA 11 on occasion and took
a trip to Nashville, Muscle Shoals Airport and back
to Huntsville. This one day the PA 11 was not avail-
able so he rented a Champion which had about 1
hour less fuel time. He flew the airplane out efgase-
line while over the Tennessee River just short of the
Muscle Shoals Airport. He found a rock wall just a
few feet high to stop the airplaine, hooked his landing
gear on it, wiped out the gear and came to a gentle
stop. Very little damage. And ne injury to himseif.

So many of my friends of those days are gone
now. Lester Edwards passed away just a few weeks
ago. Some 50 years ago Lester saved the life of
our Airport Manager, Mr. Mason. There was a jani-
tor who was quiet, neat, did a great job. He was a
young white man recently from the military I be-
lieve who on this particular day was sweeping the
floor just by the Hertz counter where Lester
worked. When Mr. Mason walked in early that day,
the janitor pulled a knife and attacked Mr. Mason
cutting his leather jacket to shreds. Lester inter-
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vened, pulled the janiter to the
floor and penned him until help
arrived. Mr. Mason was not in-
jured. Lester Edwards and that
thick leather jacket saved his
life. We never really knew what
happened to make the man snap
the way he did.

Prior to 1960, we only had
one loading gate at the airport
which simply was a 5 or 6 foot
opening in the 4 foot chain link
fence. I still remember the
boarding ecalls which always
ended with the words "now load-
ing at the main gate'. If there was
more than one aircraft parked
there (there was room for a
couple) you simply directed pas-
sengers to the left or to the right.
Capital operated Douglas DC-3
aireraft through Huntsville for
a much longer period than East-
ern. Later, 1960, when South-
ern Airways came here they
started service with the same
aircraft.

I remember only once when
a starter failed on one of these
aireraft. Mike tells me that a
Nerth Central DC-3 also had a
starter go out. On Capital no
one knew exactly what to do ex-
cept Raymond Sherrill. He
asked the Captain if he had a
sling in the cockpit. The Cap-
tain said yes and threw it down
to him. It was nothing more than
a large rope about 15' long with
a sling made on the end.

Raymond slipped that over the
top propeller blade and we
pulled the engine through a
couple of times. Then with six
people on the rope we ran and
Jetked the rope to rotate the en-
gine. The engine started with the
second pull and Raymond said
“that's the first time I ever saw
that work".

In addition to being Chief Pi-
lot to Hunmisville Air Services,
Raymond was also a flight
trainer, a crop duster pilot and
was listed as Assistant Airport
Manager. He was a country
raised man who was quite a base-
ball player from Town Creek, Al.
His baseball career was placed on
a back burner when World War I1
broke out in Europe. Raymond
was taught aircraft mechanics
and believe it or not he spent
the war at Cortland Air Base.
He talked of slipping out of the
base at night, under a fence and
spending his nights at home.

Raymond was a tobacco
chewer and talked me into plac-
ing a twist in my mouth once. I
got extremely ill and never
touched it again. He was one of
the instructors who taught me
to fly.

Frank Reynolds was another
instructor who allowed me to
solo with slightly over 4 hours.
He caught the devil from James
MeAlister when he heard about
it. It seems the standard was 10
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hours and he wanted all the air-
craft rental money he could get.

I always enjoyed the end of
the day. I was tired and ready to
get some rest and also the flight
trainers would be parked
around the airport. I would start
each of them and fly them
around the field to a landing
before I tied them down for the
night. I logged a lot of flying time
that way.

Humitsville Airport was a
small field where you eould get
away with a lot of those little
things on a regular basis. As the
airport grew, services and people
were added to make employees
and customers much more eom-
fortabie.

In the early days we suffered
for a place to get food. The clos-
est restaurant was by the Hunts-
ville Hospital. Eventually a lady
opened a restaurant in the west
end of the building. I can't re-
member her last name, we all
called her Tooten. She loved to
be at the airport and loved all
the people who worked there.
After the renovation of 1960,
she was moved to the east end
of the building when Southern
Airways occupied the space
where the restaurant had been.

One person who was superb
in his job and known around
the Eastern system for the qual-
ity of his product was our
catering manager, Darnell
Brooks. Just saying his name
makes my mouth water for the
food he placed on the airlines
serving Huntsville. He prepared
Lobster Tails, Broiled Fish, Filet,
dishes that I couldn't even de-
scribe. He did it on time with ab-
solutely the best tasting food on
the planet.

Airlines including Eastern,
Capital (later United), Southern
and untold chartered aircraft
used his services. Where I heard
complaints about food for the
32 years 1 served Eastern
Airlimes, I don't remember any

complaints about Humitsville
during that period.

During the 40's and 50's Ala-
bama had a Governor who was
known to imbibe spirits from
time to time. He loved the
Guntersville, Marshall County
area where he established a nice
airport especially for his use.
He built or leased a home there
so that from time to time a short
visit to that area would be appro-
priate. The big problem for him
was the dry county laws in
Marshall Coumntly.

When he was in Guntersville
I was one of the first to know.
First an Alabama Highway Pa-
trol Car showed up and parked
beside the gasoline pit at the
Huntsville Airport, then the Ala-
bama State Airplane would land
and taxi to the same spot. I
would fill the airplane with
gasoline, check the oil, then
load two to three cases of whis-
key, beer and wine into the air-
plane. The pilot would fly it to
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Guntersville Airport where he
would be met by another state
patrol ear and it would be de-
livered to the compound.

Some of the best stories
about the old terminal involve
the restrooms. They sat side by
side in front of the airline ticket
counters. Quite often someone
in a hurry would enter the wrong
one. I know a lady who entered
and used the Men's room. She
wasn't disturbed but upon leav-
ing several employees were lined
up with cute comments.

Recently a Major General
and I were talking about this
when he admitted changing from
his uniform into civilian cloth-
ing when a young teenage girl
walked in en him. He realized
at that peint that no urinals
were present so he must be in
the wrong place. He exited and
ran into the mens room quickly
with elothing in hand.

I don't think plans have yet
been made for this old build-
ing. It is sound and surely could
be used for something, I for one
would miss seeing it set in the
middle of what used to be an
airport. -

The Lost Town of Ditto Landing

About ten miles south of Huntsville where Highway 231 crosses
the river was once a prosperous town named Ditto Landing. The
founder of the town, John Ditto, established a trading post where he
soon built up a suecessful business trading with the Indians.

By 1820 the community boasted two stores, numerous ware-
houses and a boat-works. That same year 17,000 bales of cotton,
each weighing 300 pounds, were shipped from Ditto's Landing to New
Orleans.

The advent of the railroads spelled doom for the river com-
munity and by the end of the Civil War there were only a few dilapi-
dated wooden buildings left. Today there are no signs that a town
ever existed there.

Ditto's Landing has become just another footnote in our history
books.
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Tips from
Liz

* Use Shampoo as shower gel.
Smells great, at halfthe cost.

* Ladies - use conditioner
instead ofshaving cream for your
legs.

* For adry shampoo, sprinkle
cornstarch on your hair. After
about 10 minutes, brush it out.

* Be sure and give your
bushes and trees water this time
ofyear - it’s terribly dry for them.

* When you're finished eating
that grapefruit or orange, place
your elbows in the halves for 20-
30 minutes to soften them.

* Ammonia sprayed on your
outdoor trash can will keep
animals away.

* When trying to lose weight,
nothing will do it like portion
control. Just eat little bites of
whatever you want, and MAKE
yourselfnot eat any more.

*  Human hair will keep
Rabbits out ofyour garden.

* Most bugs will not bother
plants that are sprayed withjust
plain soap and water.

* When you go out for a drink
or a good dinner, remember that
your server relies on tips and will
appreciate a good one - 20% is the
Nnorm now.

* Get your kids to help you
with chores around the house and
yard - most of them will love it.

* Make  heart-shaped
cupcakes by placing a marble
between the muffin tin and
muffin liner. Fill halffull and bake
as usual.

* Save one of your old spice
bottles and put flour in it to dust
pans for cakes.

* Make your pie filling as
usual, put a sheet of Saran wrap
over the pie dish, pour in your fill-
ing and cover with foil. Put in
freezer, when frozen take filling
out ofthe dish and wrap securely
in the freezer for use later!

Try Our
Sushi Boat
PARTY
PLATTER

Live Entertainment Fri. Nites with

“Edgar”

* Great Wine Selection
* Delicious Sushi Bar

Let us host your upcoming
birthday parties, recep-
tions, club meetings, etc.
Beautiful and spacious!

a Nutu,

6565 Hwy 431 South
Hampton Cove - 536-3690



The Strange Career
of Jack Applegate

by Dick Turpin

Andrew Jackson Applegate
(his real name) was born on
October 14, 1833, in Georgetown,
a small town not far above the
Ohio River in Brown Coumnty,
Ohio. Jack's parerits, Benjamin
and Rebecca Hall Applegate, had
moved to Ohio from Mason
County, Kentucky, around the
year 1831. The Applegates were
fairly prosperous farmers, and
some members of the family had
even been slave owners in Ken-
tucky. A few of Jack's Kentucky
cousins fought for the South in
John Morgan's Confederate cav-
alry during the "late unpleasant-
ness." Jack, however, had sided
with Ohio and the Union.

Jack Applegate lost his father
when he was quite young, and his
education thus was somewhat
less than it might have been.
(Years later Alabamians would
snicker at his spellings, passing
around a note in which the Lieu-
tenant Governor complained
about "stomick” trouble which

took away his "happlytite.")

Jaek attended the local
schools and then went to work
on the family farm. However, he
tired of this hard labor and de-
cided to study law. In those days,
this largely meant memorizing
legal books until you could
pass a bar examination. In
1858, he married Lucinda
Connor of neighboring Adams
County and soon after began
practicing law in Cincinnati.
Jaeck probably would have re-
mained there in ebscurity the
rest of his life. But in 1861 the
War Between the States began,
and many people would never
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be the same again.

Applegate went back to
Brown County and volunteered
as a private in the 4th Indepen-
dent Company of Ohio Cavalry.
He expected his local connee-
tions would help him advance
quickly, and sure enough he was
promoted to the relatively safe
position of quartermaster
sergeant.

On July 16, 1864 Applegate
received his discharge and re-
turned to Ohio. Seven months
later, however, he volunteered
again. This time he became a
commissioned officer: captain
of Company H, 189th Ohio In-
fantry. The 189th was sworn in
on March 7, 1865 and was im-
mediately sent by rail to Hunts-
ville, Alabama. They arrived in
Huntsville on March 17. Jack's
regiment uneventfully guarded
the railroad until the war ended
in North Alabama two months
later. The only Confederates they
ever saw were those who came
to Huntsville to surrender.

Most of the Ohio soldiers
could hardly wait to get home
and resume their lives, but Jaeck
Applegate had other plans. He re-
alized there was money to be

HUNTSVILLE'S
TRAIN STORE

A Model Raiillroaders Paradise

made in the defeated South and
he intended to have his share.
Jack stayed in Cineinnati enly
long enough to pack his belong-
ings. Then he put his wife and
two small children aboard &
train and headed right back to
Huntsville. It was undoubtedly
a wise decision.

Applegate hung out his
shingle as a lawyer in Hunts-
ville, but one suspects clients
didn't exactly beat a path to his
door. To support himself, he
took a position with the
Freedmen's Bureau, which vir-
tually controlled political life in
Huntsville immediately after the
war. It was his assoeciation with
the Freedmen's Bureau that
eventually brought Jack to high
office in his newly adopted
State.

The United States
Freedmen's Bureau was an hon-
est attempt by the Federal Gov-
ernment to try to educate the
former slaves and integrate
them into American society.
While many of its employees
were genuine idealists, the bureau
unfortunately became a mececa
for scoundrels. The trusting
"freedmen” often became little
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more than pawns of a Radical
Republican Party determined to
maintain political control by any
means possible.

President Andrew Johnsomn,
a Tennessee Unionist and a
Democrat, fully intended to carry
out Abraham Lincoln's plans for
a speedy return of Southern self
government. However, the Radli-
cals who controlled Congress de-
clared the South needed to un-
dergo a lengthy period of military
occupation and Reconstruction.
When President Johnson opposed
them, they tried to impeach him
and very nearly succeeded. These
same Radicals threw out of office
all of Alabama’s elected officials
from the Governor on down. Then
they declared the State constitu-
tion null and void, and ordered
Alabama to write a new one. What
the Radicals really wanted was a
constitution that perpetuated
their own political domination.

Naturally, there had to be an
election for the delegates to the
new Constitutional Convention.
However, the Radicals made
sure their people got elected.
Since the Freedmen's Bureau
called the shots, two of Madli-
son County's delegates were
black men: Lafayette Robinson
and Columbus Jones. The third
delegate was Jack Applegate,
who just happened to be an em-
ployee of the bureau.

Jack was a gifted speaker
(Williamm Lowe called him "the
favored orator ofthe Freedmen's
Bureau") and he probably would
have been elected anyway. But
Applegate intended to take no
chances. It seems the Federal
Government periodically sent
food shipments to feed the un-
employed former slaves.

The warehouse for all North
Alabama just happened to be in
Huntsville. Instead of distributing
the food as soon as it arrived,
Applegate held it back in the
warehouse. The day before the
election, he made a big shew of

handing out hams, slabs of ba-
eon, and sacks of flour, remind-
ing the grateful recipients to vote
for him.

Jack Applegate eagerly set off
to represent Huntsville at the
1867 Constitutional Conven-
tion. This august assembly was
actually nothing short of scan-
dalous. An unbiased observer
from New Hampshire called it
a gathering of “"worthless vaga-
bonds, homeless, houseless,
drunken louts.” About a third of
the delegates were carpetbaggers
from the North, some of whom
had not even lived in Alabama
long enough to become legal resi-
dents. Many of these men had
never set foot in the eounty they
supposedly represented. Around
18 of the delegates were African-
American, well intentioned but
mostly illiterate. The remainder
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were mainly scalawags, South-
ern opportunists who had be-
come pro-Union enly after it
was clear the South was losing
the war. The carpetbaggers were
definitely in control, however, as
the black delegates and scala-
wags quickly discovered.

The convention delegates
wasted their time debating such
things as renaming Alabama’s
counties after Union heroes like
Lincoln, Grant, or Sherman, and
actually abolished three counties
established the previous year. But
they did finally come up with a
constitution of sorts. Surprisinglly,
the new constitution created the
position of Lieutenant Govermnot.

The office had never been
needed before, critics claimed,
and many Alabamians felt its
only purpose was to put another
carpetbagger on the payroll.
Their suspicions were con-
firmed when the Radical candi-
date for Lieutenant Governor
was named. It turned out to
none other than Jack Applegate.

The Radicals still had one
problem to overcome. The act
of Congress that called for the
convention stated the new con-
stitution had to be approved by
the people. If it did not secure a
majority of the registered vot-
ers (not just who voted), it would
not pass. Taking Congress at its
word, most white voters stayed
away from the polls and the car-
petbagger constitution went down
to defeat. Disappointed, Jack
Applegate left the State, heading
back to Ohio. He had not gone far,
however, when he learned that
Congress had ignored its own act
and pronounced the eonstitution
valid. Furthermore, the Radical
candidates, ineluding Jack, were
all proclaimed elected.

Meost Alabamians shook
their heads in disbelief. The
semiliterate Ohio carpetbagger
had already gained his dispar-
aging nickname when the Radi-
cals appointed him a professor

of English Literature at the Uni-
versity of Alabama. (He drew his
pay, but never taught a class.)
Now, inerediblly, "Jaek
Appletoddy” was the number two
official in the entire State.

Jack was undoubtedly de-
lighted with his new office and
promptly took up residence in
a plush Montgomery hotel. He
could not even wait for Cen-
gress to confirm his appoint-
ment, declaring the State Sen-
ate open before he had any legal
right to do so.

Applegate obviously enjoyed
his new prominence. Once the
legislative session closed, how-
ever, he did not return to Hunts-
ville. Rumor claimed the Madi-
son County Ku Klux Klan had
placed a price on his head, and
Jack felt discretion was the bet-
ter part of valor. He purchased
a home in a modest working
class district of Mobile and de-
clared it his official residence.

Surprisimgky, not even high
political office brought
Applegate the wealth he had
sought. In fact, the U. S. Cen-
sus for 1870 lists his financial
worth at a mere $1,000. Jack
probably had unreported money
stashed away somewhere, but he
was still far from rich.

Jack did reap one financial
windfall thanks to a bit of lar-
ceny he had committed in Mis-
sissippi during the war. But
once again he got much less than
he had expected. It seems while
he had been in the army Jack

had fallen sick and had been
quartered in the home of former
U. S. Secretary of Interior Jacob
Thompson, a Confederate agent
in Canada at the time. Either
Jack or one of his colleagues
stumbled across an assortment
of deeds, patents, and other le-
gal papers belonging to Thomp-
son. Realizing the documerits
were valuable, Jack stole them.

Later, when he was living In
Humitsville. Applegate wrote
Mrs. Thompson informing her
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bluntly, *If you want these pa-
pers better than $10,000, send
the money and you'll get your
papers.”

Mrs. Thompson forwarded
the letter to Huntsville's Leroy
Pope Walker. Walker confronted
Jack, who denied having the
papers. Knowing better, Walker
told him to produce the papers
the next day in return for $300
or he would get nothing. Jack
suddenly recalled where the
documents were and accepted
the greatly reduced extortion.
William Lowe sent copies of the
correspornidernice to Democratic
newspapers, and the sorry story
was publicized all across the
countsy.

Yet even in Mobile, Jack was
not beyond the reach of the Ku
Klux Klan. Supposedly he re-
ceived a warning to leave Ala-
bama if he wanted to keep on
living. Never one to trust fate,
Jack decided it was a good time
to go somewhere else. Strangely,
he fell sick after arriving in Chat-
tanooga and died a few days later
on August 21, 1870. He was only
36 years old and had not even
completed his two year term as
Lieutenant Governor. His widow
and children then returned to

“Why does mineral water

that has ‘trickied through

mountains for centuries’
have a ‘use by’ date®?”

Bob Cochran, curious
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Ohio. The saga of "Jack
Appletoddy” had come to an sud-
den end.

To complete our tale, once
Reconstruction finally ended in
Alabama, the democratically
elected government promptly
called for a new constitutional
convention. Reflecting largely on
Applegate's time in office, the
1875 convention decided to abeol-
ish the position oflieutenant gov-
ernor. It would not be restored
until 1901.
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Gold Mines

Guntersville - August 3, 1894

Mr. Degg, superintendent for
the new gold mines near
Guntersville, brought down sup-
plies and fixtures on the steamer
R.C. Coles, this week, preparatory
to startingwork. The heavier ma-
chinery will follow.

The company is preparing to
go to work on a large scale and
is much encouraged from re-
ports by Colorado and Califor-
nia experts who have visited the
mines near Guntersville and
pronounced them some of the
richest places they have ever
seen.

Alabama could well become
the center of the next gold rush
if the vein plays out.

“A psychiatrist is a person
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Homemade Play Dough

Mix the following in a saucepan: 2 cups flour, 1 cup salt, 1 tea-
spoon cream oftartar, 2 tablespoons oil & 2 cups water. Cook over
medium heat, til mixture forms a dough (6 minutes). Dump onto
waxed paper til cool enough to handle and knead til pliable. Add food
coloring for different colors.

Store in a covered container or plastic bag. Makes about 2 pounds.
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News From The Year 1927

Lindbe}gh Flies Atlantic Al Jolson

Nearly 100,000 Parisians
rushed onto the tarmac of Le
Bourget Alrport tonight to cheer
a new international hero.
Charles Lindbergh has touched
ground safely, completing the
first selo nen-stop flight from
New York to Paris.

Until a few weeks ago,
Lindbergh was a dark horse in
the hot race to win the $25,000
prize offered for the first non-
stop flight from New York to
Paris. Only his backers, St.
Louls businessmen, believed in
him.

But he made a daring one-
stop flight from California to
New York to gain the lead over
his rivals. Lindbergh took off
from Roosevelt Field on Long
Island at dawn yesterday, a de-
parture making front-page news
on both continents.

Overloaded with gasolime,
his plane sailed like a drunken
seagull, barely clearing the trees
at the end of the runway. Alerted

by newspaper and radio stories,
thousands of spectators
watehed for Lindbergh's air-
plane as he flew north along the
coast, turning eastward over the
Atlantiec at St. John's, New-
foundland, at 7:15 p.m. New
York time.

From then on, Lindbergh
flew by dead reckoming, some-
times dipping to within ten feet
of the sea, sometimes climbing
as high as 10,000 feet. The flier
stayed alert munching on a stash
efflve homemade sandwiches.

Lindbergh saw the lights of
Paris at 10 p.m. and touched
down at exactly 10:24, setting
offf a celebration as non-stop as
the flight. While a few may see his
feat as a money-making stunt,
to others it has greater implica-
tionis.

The flight could signify the
beginning of world wide aviation
with eountries once separated by
weeks of travel now accessible
in a matter of hours.
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Makes First
Talking Movie

Al Jolson stars in “The Jazz
Singer," a talking film that opens
today. The rendering is slightly
mechanical, with less clarity
than a telephone transmission.
Movement of the actors is not
faithfully reflected in their
voices; sound never fades in or
out as on radio. Still, it is a
first. The plot of "Jazz Singer”
partially reflects Jolson's real
life. Like his character, Jolson
comes from a Jewish family that
frowned on a jazzsinging career.
Estrangement from his parents
and ensuing success are the
tensions that move this motion
picture.
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Henry Ford
Sells 50,000
Model “A”s
On First Day

Henry Ford's new Model A
went on display in New York's
Walldorf Hotel this morning,
with an instant back order of
50,000. The auto boasts non-
shatterable glass for the wind-
shield and a gearshift raised for
easy manipulation. The Model
A reaches speeds up to 71
mph, having twice the horse-
power of the old Ford. Prices
run only $10 to $35 higher than
previous models, but Ameri-
cans are not feeling tightfisted
anyway.

As President Herbert
Hoover asserted in his yearly
fiscal report today, American
workers' wages remain " er
than anywhere else in the world
or than at any other time in
world history."

The flourishing economy is
expected to drive the sales of
automobiles to record highs as
the common man sees the
American dream within his

grasp.

Mae West Found
Guilty of Indecency

Miss Mae West, author and
leading player of "Sex,” her
Broadway production, has been
found guilty ofindecency. She was
glven a ten-day sentence and fined
$500. The diminutive Miss West
wheo alse produced "The Virgin
Man," elaimed police viewed the
opening of "Sex" and could not
fault it. But the court found it
lewd and ordered the show
closed

Long Distance Call
Between San Francisco
and London Sets Record

A new record for long dis-
tanee telephone service was set
today when a line between San
Franciseo and London went into
operation.

The first eall, at 9:05 a.m.
San Francisco time (5:05 in the
afternoon in London), was be-
tween H. D. Pillsbury, President
of Paecific Telephone, and H. E.
Shreeve, who represents Ameri-
can Telephone and Telegraph in
Londomn. Although they were
7,287 miles apart, both said they
heard each other's words clearly.
This is clearly one of the mile-
stones of history.
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A Werman’s
View of the
Civil War

Taken from the Confederate Veiteran
published in 1895

Mrs. Andrew Erwin was formerly
Miss Mary Webster, of Maury Couinty,
Tenn., a daughter of Mr. Jonathan
Webster, who was a prominent planter
on the Little Bigby River. When barely
nineteen, she was married to Col. William
Tait, of North Carolina, a cousin of Gow. Zeb
Vance of that State. He lived but a few
months, and she afterwards married Col.
James W. Camp of Virginia, a highly edu-
cated and wealthy planter living near
Huntsville, Alabama. This union lasted for
nearly twenty years, and was regarded as
‘the romance of her life." When she was
thirty-nine years of age she was again mar-
ried, her choice being Col. Andrew Erwin.

She has the following to say about her
sojourn in Huntsville, Alabama.

‘In 1862, in order to get away from
the Yamnkees, I went to Huntsville, Ala.,
but it was from the frying pan into the
fire, as the Yankees poured into the city,
and I was arrested a few days later by
Gen. O.M. Mitechel (Cincinnati), of
geography notoriety.

"My offense was having been seen with
a tiny Confederate flag in my hand. My
niece, Miss Rosa Turner, and Miss Matthews

had played with a grace hoop with one of these flags at-
tached, and the three ofus were suramoned to his tent.

"He began his questioning, saying to me, ‘Don't you know
I could send you to Fort La Fayette in five minutes?”

I said, "That would be very rapid traveling; I do not know
that I could make the trip in that time.” I eould see a lurking
smile in his eyes, and he said, "What is your jail made for,
Miss?"

I answered, "To put outlawed men in, sir.”

He then said, "No man, woman, or child shall say in
my tent that they are Rebels."

I said, "I am a Rebel, open and above board. You knew
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where to find me."

Said he, "Are you a lady?"

"Who doubts it?" I said.

"You women get to your
homes," he replied, and if had
had a pistol I should have shot
him dead.

"He was a poor, cowardly
man - sat all the time behind
his desk buying cotton in gold
while he paid his seldiers in
greenbacks. He never went to the
front, but sent the Fourth Ohio
and other soldiers to fight his
battles. This regiment went out
fifteen hundred strong, and at
the close of the war there were
but fifty left! They were brave
men, and we woinen were
wicked enough to eount the
empty saddles on their return.

*This Gen. Mitchel had some
bad men in his eommand, and
was bad himseif. He died ofyel-
low fever on the eoast of
Charleston.”

Mayor Fines
Himself $10

Huntsville Mayor R. E. Smith,
who engaged in a fight with J. E.
Pierce, editor of The Huntsville
Times, sat on his own ease in the
police court this morning,

The case of Pierce was called
first, and the defendant was dis-
charged although he entered a
plea of guilty. The mayor next
called his own case and entered
a fine of $10 against himself
because of the fact that he was
the aggressor in the affray.

Jfrom 1912 nevwspaper

“I'm my own boss. Yet, oddly,
| can’t stand that jerk.”

Jeremy Viirgil, Arab

O)d Humtsville Page 45

TIMOTHY JAY FOOTE

ATITORNEY AT LAWY
timfoote .com

PERSONAL INJURY * IMMIGRATION
BANKRUPTCY * DIVORCE
WILLS/TRUSTS/ESTATE PLANNING

256-489-2217
Toll Free: 877-565-3140

3225 Bob Wallace Avenue
Humisville, AL 35805

No representation is made that the quality of legp) servoes
1o be performed is greater than the quality of sarvices
performad by other lawjers




0id Huntsvilie Psge 46

The Baby in the Bottle

by John Hughes

My father was a druggist in the town of Madi-
sofi, Al. for 50 years. His store, Humphrey-
Hughes Drug Co., had been Burton-Wise Drug
Co. since 1871. The store is a two-story build-
ing still standing, facing the railroad tracks in
downtown Madison. The name Humphrey-
Hughes Drug Co. can still be seen on the building,
although it was seld in 1974.

For most of my childhood, the upper rooms
above the drug store were empty except for an
apartment at the top of the stairs where the
Madison Telephone System was located. The
switchboard was in an apartment occupied by
the operator. I remember that our home phone
number was 22J. The drug store's number was
10.

At the end of the hall were two rooms that
had housed a beauty parlor. In between the tele-
phone office and the beauty parlor were rooms
where my father stored things needed in the
drug store below. One of the rooms was vacant
except for three items. Once was a device that
resembled a medieval torturer's rack. 1 later
learned that it was a chair with stirrups at-
tached used for gynecological examinations. In
a glass bowl resembling a Pyrex oven dish were
three ovarian cysts that looked like large os-
trich eggs. The third object on a shelf by itself
was a human baby in a tall wide-mouth bottle.

The baby was full term. Its fingernails were
fully developed and its hands and feet were per-
fectly formed. The baby was head down in the

fetal positlon and it looked like it was waiting to be
summoned to the world outside its mother's womb.
The sex ofthe child eould not be determined without
breaking the seal on top ofthe bottle. Since it seemed
to be perfectly preserved in the liquid, this was not
an option. There were no visible signs of trauma.

I would often be sent upstairs to retrieve some-
thing my father might need down below in the drug
store. I was not forbidden to go into this room and
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did so on every occasion. Only
when I stayed too long would he
come to the bottom of the steps
and yell for me to hurry up. When
I got older I would take my friends
up for a viewing, Strangely, they
were always very quiet, as ifafraid
of waking up the sleeping infant.

No one knew whose baby it
was. Some of the drug store
customers who remembered the
doctor who had had an office
upstairs years earlier had specu-
lated that the mother was a
certain lady who lived in Madison
and the father was the doctor
himself. It is not hard to get a
rumor or an opinion in a small
town.

For years the baby remained
where it was when I first found
it - upstairs, in a vacant room
on a shelf. In later years, some
adventurous cousins borrowed
the baby for a show-and-tell
science project at their high school
in Albertville. I don't know what
grade they received, but I can
imagine the reaction. After the
project was finished they took it
home.

Their mother insisted that it
be returned to Madison imme-
diately. She could not stand open-
ing the closet door and seeing it.
So, the baby was returned to
Madison to my parents' home
since my father had sold the drug
store in 1974 and retired. It re-
mained on a shelf in my parents’
basement until they both passed
away. Then, I inherited the baby
and it stayed in my home for a
while.

One day my wife and I real-
ized that the people who knew
the story of the baby were get-
ting fewer. We realized that times
had changed and that we pos-
sessed an um-buried human.
Who was left to say that the baby
had been above the drug store
before I was even born? We only
knew a few and they were scat-
tered. My wife insisted that I take
it to the Madison Police Station.

When I gave it some more
thought, I realized that there
was no longer anyone there who
knew me. Would my explana-
tion of the baby's origin suffice
or would it involve a full-blown
investigation? I decided to solve
it my own way.

I got my posthole digger from
the shed and took the baby to a
hill over on Slaughter Road. The
late November sun was reflecting
from the windows of the houses
on Monte Sano's western side. I
dug the deepest hole I could with
the posthole digger and gently low-
ered the glass bottle coffin to the
bottom. I replaced the dirt in the
hole and lay the sod back over it.

The next morning after the
cows had grazed the area the pre-
vious night, I could not find where
I had dug the grave.

information Wanted

During the war | was eaptured
near New Market, Al. and held pris-
oner in Huntsville. One of the guards
was a Union soldier named Figgs.
He is red halred, strongly built and
will be about thirty five years of age
now. He was well known for torment-
ing prisoners under his care. | have
information that he is now living in
Madison County. | desire to meet
this man once again, face to face,
and will pay for all services rendered.
From 1873 newspaper
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Famous Belled
Buzzard Seen
near Humnisville

Jrom 1904 newspaper

The famous belled buzzard
that has been seen in nearly
every part of the United States
sinece the Civil War, was seen on
last Friday sailing in the sky five
miles northeast of Huntsville.

Two Negro men, James
Boyles and Bob Robertson, were
out in an open field together last
Friday when they heard a sheep
bell somewhere near. They looked
for the supposed sheep and could
find no sign of him. The tinkling
continued and they were quite
frightened when one of them
happened to glance skyward.

There above them was the
old buzzard sailing placidly in
the warm sunshine and his eery
motion would eause the bell
around his neck to clatter. The
old buzzard is the most famous
of his tribe and so far as known
he has never had a rival in his
distinction.

He was captured by Confed-
erate soldiers in Virginia dur-
ing the Civil War and the bell
placed around his neck. He was

Docior Office Copay, Drug Card
and Dental. Medical, Dental, Life
Available for Individual, Family,
Business. Medicare Supplement
Available on Disalhiillity or age 65
and Up. Short-Term Effective

then released to roam at will.

It is said to be his ecustom to
visit the South every winter. He is
not in the habit of staying long in

Peach Crisp

4 irg. peaches, peeled & sliced
1 T. lemon juice

one place and even now he may 4 T. sugar

be a thousand miles away. 12 stick buitter, melted
/2 c. flour
/2 c. oats

“It was a woman who drove
me to drink and | never got
the chance to thank her.”

3/4 c. brown sugar
142 c. chopped pecans
Mix first 3 ingredients &
pour into glass pie dish. Mix re-
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Lessons from
the Great
Depression

by John Nelson

People who lived through the Great
Depression learned to make do with very
little. They were frugal people and did
not waste things.

John Rush was a truck farmer whose
produce stand was several miles from
his house and farm. When he woke up
every morning, he would look over the
things that he needed to take to his stand.
If he could carry it, he would simply walk
the few miles with his arms filled with
produce. It was common to see this man
walking to his produce stand with a
bushel or more of beans. He had a truck
but he was saving his gas.

His house was electrified but he still
used kerosene lanterns and wood stoves.
To save matches, he would keep little
rolls of paper around to move

Visit with us and see for yourseif...

The little things really do count.

Earrings, a belt, bag, hat or pin are the

itle things that complete the big |
picture of fashions,

Looking for unique and unusual
fashions-we have that too!
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fire from one place to another.

Why waste a good match when
a scrap of paper will do the
same job?

When he got his first radio,
he kept the volume down low.
He had to sit with his ear al-
most touching the speaker to
hear anything. He figured that
you wouldn't wear out the radio
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Sales - Purchases - Cleaning

James T. Straw

as fast if you were careful with FFL Dealer
it! If he was right, that radio Telephone Email Fax
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The
Nineteen Twenties

by Cecil Ashburn

So many have written about the Depres-
sion, and how tough the times were. Sure
the 30’s were hard time but hew about the
twenties, the roaring twenties? And I was
born in 1920 so I remember some good
times in the twenties.

My parents had a store; I remember the
ice truck coming to fill up the seft drink
boxes, and the ice boxes. People would walk
to the store from miles away to get an ice
cold Coca Cola. Cokes were better in those
days. Whatever it was that made them so
good they took out later. The store had a
porch and that was the gathering place for
the commumity. There were always enough
flats or nail kegs to sit on and plenty of
red cedar whittling sticks. On hot days just
open the screen door and have aneother ice
cold Coke.

In cold weather, the meeting was ad-
journed to the pot-bellied stove in the back of
the store and let the yarns begin. We got a
weekly paper called the “Grit.” My brother
Virgil was the carrier. We argued about Babe
Ruth, Ty Cobb, and that fellow Lindburg
flying across the Atlantic Ocean; yes, we kept
up with all the important news.

Coke sales fell off in winter but the
black coffee pot took over and it was free.
The hoop cheese was handy to the eracker
barrel and a nickel's worth of cheese and
crackers served on a piece of wax paper
from the big roll, or maybe nickel's worth
of bologna and crackers or a can of pork
and beans with another ice cold Coke was

CLEBANING & RESTORATION

¢ Fine Rugs
Canpets
Upholstery

829-1010
www.admiraldeaning.net
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good even in the dead of winter.

Since this was the roaring twenties, there was usu-
ally plenty of Buffalo Nickels for the big spenders, or
for the big sports to put a nickel in the nickel slot
machine or buy a space in the punch card.

For boys growing up in the twenties, the creek
was just a halff a mile away. The water was sparkling
clear and always cold. When you tired of swimming
just call your dog and grab your .22 rifle - there was
a 10,000 acre hunting preserve nearby with rabbits
and squirrels just waiting. Tired of this, most of us
had a bieycle and a horse to ride.

About once a week the fruit truek would come to
the store. A banana, or out of season apples or peaches
were mighty good.

For the men there were plenty of cigarette papers

CUSTOM EXTRRIORS
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for rolling your Country Gentle-
man, Old North State, Bull
Durham, or Prince Albert to-
baceo. For chewing tobacco there
was Red Ox Twist or Red Apple.
A good chew of tobacco could
be made to last a half a day.

The store was large for a
eountry stere with four counters
running the length of the build-
ing and we stocked a lot of dif-
ferent things. I still have part of
the old ledger that my mother
kept. Here is a list of some of
the things that they sold in 1924:
axle grease for 25 cents, lye for
15 cents, a file for 20 cents, rai-
sins 10 cents, slippers 2.25, lap
link 5 cents, haywire 1.25, dope
5 cents, 2 shoes 20 cents, trace
chains 1.25, overalls 1.75,
single trees 50 cents, pitch forks
1.25, jar rubbers 10 cents, moon
pies 5 cents, work shoes 4,00 and
gasoline 17 cents a gallon.

School was two rooms, one
teacher for first, second and
third grade. The other room for
the third, fourth and fifth grade.
It was walk to school or ride
your horse, since for most of
us it was less than two miles
so most of the time we preferred
to walk.

For me, growing up in the
twentles, I never tired of hang-
ing out at the blacksmith shop
and watching the mules get two
pair of new shoes. The black-
smiths would tap the mule on
the shoulder - the mule would
raise his hoof and the black-
smith would take his sharp
knife and cut it down flat just
like a manicure. Then he would
heat the shoe red hot and shape
it to the hoof. Then dump the
red hot shoe in a tub of water
and cheek it for size. He had done

“You can play the best trick
on people when they don’t
know you have a twin.”

Angela Adams, 8

this so many times the shoe al-
ways fit perfectiyy.

Of course that was not all. The
shoe had to be nailed on. I never
saw a mule or horse acting up
when it came time for this opera-
tlon. Some how they knew they
were getting two pairs of new
shoes and simply stood there with
a proud look.

Uncle Tom Hawkins didn't
knew it but he had the first Day
Care Center. To add a little spice
he would let me turn the blower
on for the forge.

We didn't have lawn mowers
but we did have some four legged
kind called goats. We sometimes
hooked the goats to a little
wagon and of course we had
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plenty of goat milk and cheese.

Itwasn't always happy days in
the twenties. My baby brother
named Robert Edward died in
the terrible influenza outbreak
that swept the country. As an
infant I contracted pneumonia;
the doctor was there and when I
turned black he said well he's gone
and walked out to his car.

My great grandmother had
some onions frying on the stove
80 she grabbed them up and ap-
plied a poultice to my chest.
They said I kicked and started
breathing. They called the doc-
tor back and he said he'll be

alright now.

Later in the decade, I think I
was seven years old, I became
siek with malaria fever. For sev-
eral days I lay flat of my back and
watched these horrible things

erawling on the ceiling, dancingon
the furniture, or climbing the

walls, I can see them now but I
don't have the words to describe
them. It was like the worst horror
movie I've ever seen. The only
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medicine they had to treat it was
iodine, and I'm sure they soaked
me in it.

Part of the decade of the
1920's we lived in the big house
on what had been a plantation
during and before the Civil War,
Aunt Judy lived in one ofthe slave
cabins. At the time (1925) she was
about 85 years old, which means
that she was born in 1840. She
had been freed when she was 20
but she had never given up her
little cabin. She had garden privi-
leges, smokehouse privileges,
corn crib privileges, and orchard
privileges, plus, she had a son
named Big Jim and a nephew
named Sam who worked on the
farm. She cooked on an epen
fire and when I would ceme in
from school she always had a
glass of buttermilk with
cornbread for me.

Big Jim was a glant of a man
and my favorite. I would guess
that he weighed near 300
pounds and he wasn't fat. He
could pick me up with one hand
and put me on my horse. While
ordinary people could pick the
cotton on two rows, Big Jim eould
pick three rows. Big Jim was born
too early. Later he would have
likely been a star for the New York
Giants football team.

Sam was younger and more
mechanically inclined, as far
back as 1926 he drove our
Fordson Tractor.

These were happy days for
me, the big house had a first
floor porch and a second floor
porch, I don't ever remember
there being a hot night and in
the winter the big fire places kept
the whole house comfortable.

There were no power lines in
Killingsworth Cove so we made

“He has never been known to
use a word that might send a
reader to the dictionary.”

William Fawdikner about Ernest

Herningway

our own electricity with an outfit
called a Deleo system. In 1938
when I resigned from farming I
met the power company coming
to string the lines.

My teachers for grades 1-2-3
were also my aunt and our next
door neighbors. Her name was
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Meae Gray, wife of my mother's
brother Doug. He died in 1937
from being kicked by a horse.

In order to get her teachers
eertificate Aunt Mae volunteered
to be my baby sitter. And so she
practiced on me. I guess she had
enough of me so she shoved me

ia HARMONY
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up a grade or two so as a result
I went through high school as
the baby of the class. Aunt Mae
taught elementary school at
Riverton for many years. She
was a good teacher.

After all of the good years of
the 20's came the erash of 1929.
The bank at Gurley closed its
doors. The hard times of the
Depression had arrived. But for
now that's all I'm going to say
about that.

Most of what I have written
so far is about a kid growing
up in the twenties, but what
about the grown folks? I knew
several veterans from the great
war, World War I. One or two that
I knew had been gassed. It was
not good times for them as they
never got over it.

[ was acquainted with two vet-
erans of the Civil War. They would
come by the store on special days,
always proudly dressed in their

PRINTING FOR OLD HUNTS Wi BY

132 Jetplex Lane
M fliadison Al 35758 J

266)774-3600

gray umiform, complete with
medals shining,

Although I was less than ten
years old, I was impressed by
one veteran who came by the
store frequently in his buggy. He
sold my mother a Singer sew-
ing machine. He lived just a few
houses down the road and his
name was Captain Frank Gurley.

Every Saturday night they had
barn dances, square dances, hay
rides, swim parties and you
name it. Every community had
their string band, a fiddle, a
guitar, a mandolin, a banjo, and

a bass fiddle. I was just an ob-
server but I believe they were
having a good time. My father
was a justice of the peace. So
he stayed busy marrying the

young couples.

My family was always inter-

“When | was a kid my
parents moved alot, but |
was always able to find
them.”

Rodney Damgerfield
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ested in politics but they had a hard time in
1928 when the choice for President was a Re-
publican. Herbert Hoover was definitely a no-
no and his opponent, Al Smith, was a Catho-
lic. Killingsworth Cove had a low turnout in
that election.

They followed carefully the county races be-
cause my grandfather was county road comrnis-
sioner starting in 1923 and old friends like Joe
van Vallkenburg was the chairman. We also fol-
lowed the Huntsville races. Mr A. W. MeAllister
was elected mayor in 1926 and was relected
through 1952. Thus when me and Pat Gray, my
uncle and business partner, came out of World
War II in 1946 and started Ashburn & Gray, Mr.
Alex was still mayor. I am proud that I knew
him, he was one ofa kind. It took a lot of cour-
age on his part to entrust a young outfit like us
with city contracts.

One of the fun things we looked forward to
each year was the Madison Coeunty fair. My
grandfather's two horse, two seat, surrey would
get over full so we would hitch up a hay wagon.
The loose hay was just the thing for us kids to
sleep on during the return trip. The merry go
round, the ferris wheel, hooche-cooche line,
the dare devil motorcyecle riders, the cotton candy;
this was heaven for a ten year old.

There was one booth where we could always
win prizes - the shooting gallery. Having grown
up with rifles we quickly figured out how much
they had bent the barrel. I won so many kewpie
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dolls one night that they made me quit.

When erops were laid by (which means you
had it planted and plowed and you stood back
and prayed for rain) one not so fun thing the men
would do was to go to the mountain and cut tim-
ber.
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Much of the mountain land
still belonged to the government,
in other words it had never been
sold since they took it away
from the Indians. Since it had
never been surveyed a little tim-
ber cutting here and there hap-
pened. If it was a large tree
mules would snake it down the
mountain to a wagon road.
Then using cant hooks they
would load one log on a wagon
pulled by a two horse team to
be delivered to the nearest saw-
mill. To the best of my recollec-
tion most of the people worked for
Mr. Henry St. Clair. In later years
I had the privilege of working at
his saw mill and he taught me
how to calculate the number of
board feet you could get out of a
round log, I have forgotten how to
do it but let me assure you it isn’t
simple.

Mi. St. Clair of Hurricane
Creek was one of the smartest
men I ever knew. He was a one
man conglomerate. In addition
to the sawmill he had a cotton
gin, a coal mine and extensive
farming operation. Plus a coun-
try store and a blacksmith
shop.

One of the best things that
happened for the economy of
Killingsworth Cove happened, I
think, in 1926. This was the
National Prohibition Act. The
big companies had to shut
down their stills so the enter-
prising farmers in places like
the Cove started to see if they
eould fill the gap. The two main
ingredients in wildcat whiskey
were corn and sugar. They had
the eorn and my father, in his
store, couldn't keep enough sugar.
He had a T Model pickup truck
so he would get ten 100-pound

“Coming home, | drove into
the wrong house and collided
with a tree | don’t have.”

Seen on local accident report

sacks of sugar at a time but even
then he was quickly sold out.
These people making the
whiskey were known as
moonshiners. They would bottle
itin gallon fruitjars having it ready
for the people to pick up. These
people were known as bootleg-
gers. Their stills were tucked deep
in the head of the coves and
hollows and hidden from the
officials called revenuers.

A story is told on me, which I
don't think is true but it goes
something like this. A revenuer
drove up to the store one day
and offered me a dollar if I
would go with him and show
him where the stills were. I in-
sisted on being paid in advance.
“No,” he said. “I will pay you
when we come back.”

And I said, “Mister, if I show
you where the stills are, you won't
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be coming back.”

Like I said, I think this is a made up story,
because I was acquainted with three or four of the
still operators and they were the kindest folks you
could imagine and wouldn't hurt a flea. I believe
Uncle Sam didn't care about these people making
whiskey; he just wanted his cut.

Our store was located at the entrance to the
cove on a major highway then called the Bellefonte
Road at a place then called Hill Crest. When U.S.
72 was built traffic bypassed our store. In later
years Ashburn & Gray built a lot of bypasses and I
always had a lot of sympathy for the businesses
that were bypassed. For instance, Memorial Park-
way got practically every business downtown.

I am not proud ofthat. But ofcourse similar things
happened in Athens, Scottsboro, Decatur, Arab,
Gurley, New Hope and many other places.

New Shipment of Goods Available

We have just received and are now opening in
our brick house (next door below our old stand at
present occupied by Messrs. Moore and Jones) an
assortment of goods which we are determined to
sell very low, for full pay, (for we intend to trust all
good men) - - we will barter for all kind of homespun,
beeswax and tallow.

James White's iron works are now in complete
operation & by the first rise of the Holstein and
Tennessee rivers, we shall receive a large quantity
of iron and castings and will always keep a con-
stant supply on hand; our old friends and custom-
ers are particularly invited to call and see us.

Winite aund Read,
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News From 1888

It has come to our attention that many young
blades have been fleeing the area of Hazle Green
since it was learned that a certain comely young
lass has been discovered in the family way.

There is certain to be either a wedding or a
murder in the days to come.

Call now to enroll in the Fall Session of
the Semior Crime Prevention Academy.
Seating is limited and there is NO Charge.

Meets Aug. 24 - Nov. 9 each Thursday
from 1-4pm at the Public Safety Training
Facility.

Classes are taught by law enforcement
personnel. You need to find out about
crimes and scams that happen to seniors.

To enroll and get more info, call
Pat Colson at 859-3919
This course could Save Your Life!

Huntsville, July 14, 1817
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Migration
Neorth
house on the morth end of

by Jim Harris Davidson Street. It was the last
In the late thirties we moved chance many of these people
from Front Street to Davidson (usually men - we rarely saw a
Street, which backed up to the

whatever they could beg whenever
they could and slept where they
were at the time, even when it was
on a precarious perch on a freight
car.

Our house was the last

woman) had for something to eat
before hopping a train. Often a
couple of them would wait for the
next freight train on our back
porch.

We called them hobos
because they rode freight trains,
begged for food, and slept on
the ground. We thought that was
what hobos did, and they did,

railroad tracks. The section of
track from Oakwood Avenue to
a gquarter of a mile or so north
of the highway 72 overpass
where it turns east, is uphill.
The grade is so slight, though,
that it looks as if there is no
grade at all. However, a long
freight rain pulled by a single
steam engine couldn't be fooled.

It was common to have the
engine at the curve on the north
and the caboose at Oakwood or
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below on the south. If the train
stopped in Huntsville, it eouldn't
get up enough speed to make it
around the curve.

They had to stay there until
another, and sometimes two
more, engines were called in to
help push the stalled train up
the grade. Long through trains
usually made it but were slowed
considerably, enough so that
hobos had an easy time catch-
ing a ride.

In the late thirties and early
forties until the war started,
Southerners by the thousands
migrated north to find Jobs.
Hopping a freight train was of-
ten the only transportation they
could afford. Wallking was an
alternate, and, no doubt, many
of them did just that for most
of their joumey.

They traveled with only the
clothes on their backs. They ate

“Clouds just keep circling the
earth around and around. And
around. There is not much
else to do for them.”

Johnny Adams, age 7
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but a hobo did it by choice. There
probably was not more than one
in a hundred ofthese "hebos" who
was doing this by choice. It was
really unfair to label them as such.

During the three years or so
that I recall seeing this migra-
tion, we never had a single item
stolen, not even food.

My Dad always killed two
hogs every fall. There was al-
ways meat in the “smoke house”
out back, except in late summer
when about the only thing left
was fatback and soup bones. It
was always unlocked. The house
was always unlocked. Meost of
our "hobos" were honest, hard-
working men who had simply
fallen on hard times. They were
always polite and grateful for
any small faver.

Mama and Dad never turned
anyone away without something
to eat first. Often it was just bis-
cuit and gravy or jelly and maybe
a piece of meat. Sometimes

Mama would have to bake the bis-
cuits first. They were always
grateful.

There was one man, though,
who didn't like the treatment he
got. It was a hot day and we had
already started eating dinner. A

man on erutehes stopped at the
house and asked for food. We
remembered him from the year
before. There was no room at
the table so Mama fixed him a
plate and Dad took it to him on
the back porch. It insulted him.
He asked Dad if he wasn't good
enough to eat at the table. Dad
told him that it was much cooler

Bennett Nuiseries

Enjoy where you Shop!

At Bennett Nurseries, you'll find a relaxing, park-like
atmosphere. Here you can get ideas from our
landscaped display areas, and walk through acres of
greenhouses. Music plays in the background and
are served. Please shop with us today.

Halsey Grocery Company

7002 Miemmorial Pasrkway N.
Huntsville, Alabama 35810

Cash & Canrry

300 N. Jefferson St. Downtown Huntsville, Al. (256) 539-0749

Some aifthe items you vaill fimd

- Fresh Meat
= Fresh Produce

- Paper Products
= Maintenance Supplies

= Frozen Foods & Desserts - Resttawant Supplies

- Canned Foods

= And Much More!

B



0¥d Huntsville Psge 62

on the porch than in the kitchen.
After dinner Dad went out to ask
ifhe would like more food. He was
still angry. He offered Dad 50
cents for the food and indicated
that he would not be stopping
there again. He never did.

From late spring until early
fall, several a day would stop
by for a hand-out. Usually, no
more than two at a time would
stop. If someone was already
there, others passing by would
not stop.

I'm eertain many ofthem were
just as hungry, but there seemed
to have been an unwritten code
of ethics among them that said
one does not infringe upon
another's good fortune.

With few exceptions, we saw
none of these men again. The
migration ended when the war
with Japan started. Since most

of them were in their forties or
yournger, we assumed a lot of
them were drafted, and probably
many killed.

I was too young at the time
to appreciate the plight of those

men. Hungry - only the lucky ate
one meal a day, sleeping on the
ground, traveling with only the
clothes on their backs, destitute
and reduced to begging - but
maintaining their moral digmiy.
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In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.

While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more
employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers
insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the same
location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777



West Huntsville’s Booger Town, although a poor community in 1946, was home to many
people who were hard working and proud. That same year the city sold their last mules
and wagons to C.A. Floyd for $200 and Lawrence Brock amazed everyone with his new
television set. It only had a seven inch screen but it was the first in Huntsville.

Those days are long gone, butthe folks at Propst Drug store still
believe in offering the same dedicated, personal service that makes
our city a special place to live.

“OIld Tyme Friendly Service” 717 Pratt Ave. NE
Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 days a week

(256) 539-7443
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