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The
Glory
Patch

Men would grow silent
as they remembered the leg-
ends they had heard all
their lives about places hid-
den in some dark cove on
the side of the mountain
where ginseng grew so thick
you couldn’t walk without
stepping on the plants. It
was rumored that some of
the glory patches were so
big that whoever found
them would be set for life.
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The
Glory
Patch

From the time early settlers
first moved into the Tennessee
Valley, they had looked to the
nearby mountains for a source of
income. The mountains provided
timber, wild game and even coal
for the fireplaces, but the most
coveted treasure were the roots of
a small plant known as ginseng,

Ginseng had been used for
energy & medical purposes in
China for thousands ofyears but,
due to over-harvesting, had almost
became extinet. By the 1800s
most of China’s ginseng was im-
ported from the United States,
with over 200,000 tons being
shipped in a single year. Even
Daniel Boone was involved in
the business; gathering and
trading for over two tons in a
single year before losing it when
a flat boat overturned.

High quality wild ginseng
sells today for almost five hun-
dred dollars a pound, so one ean
easily see the attraction it had
for early settlers.

Many families, after the erops
were laid by, would camp in the
mountains and spend weeks at a
time searching the coves and
ridges for the elusive plant. As
each year passed it became more
difficult to find. By the 1930s gin-
seng in Madison County was al-
most extinet. It could still be
found, if a person had the pa-
tience, but now success was mea-
sured by fractions of ounces
rather than pounds.

The lure of finding instant
riches was still strong enough to
cause many men to toss and turn
in bed at night as they agonized
over where to hunt the following
day. Whenever ginseng was
found, regardless of how little, it
became an intriguing topic of con-
versation. It was like striking gold.
Men would gingerly touch the
roots, trying to guess the age and
weight. The lucky finder would be
carefully questioned about the lo-
cale in which the plant was found.
Were there many hardwood trees?
What kind ofrocks were nearby?
How thick were the leaves on the
ground? What were some of the
landmarks?

This would almost always
start a debate about the best place
to find ginseng. The lucky finder,
ifhe were experienced, would be
evasive about the location. Many
a “senger” could tell stories about
finding a likely patch only to
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return the next day to find it had
been completely dug out.

Once the conversation about
the new find had died out, seme
one would invariably mention a
story he had once heard about
a “glory patch.” Men would grow
silent as they remembered the
legends they had heard all their
lives about places hidden in
some dark cove on the side of
the mountain where ginseng grew
s6 thick you eouldn't walk with-
out stepping on the plants. It
was rurnored that some of the
glory patches were so big that
whoever found them would be set
for life.

Whenever someone would
express doubts about the exist-
ence of glory patches, they would
quickly be put in their place by
someone saying simply, “Mr. Tay-
lor.....”

Although Mr. Taylor was the
kind of man whom legends were
built around, no one really knew
much about him. He was reported
to have been somewhere around
seventy or eighty years old at this
time, always dressed in an old
pair of overalls with an old army
jacket, with pure white hair that
flowed down to his shoulders. A
birth defect had left him unable
to speak but gestures and nods
of his head allowed him to com-
municate during the rare times he
chose to be around other people.

People were not even sure how
they knew his name; he didn*

offer this infermation and no one
was sure where the name came
from.

Nothing is known ofhis child-
hood, or where he was born, ex-
cept that at a young age, possibly
because ofhis birth defect, he fled
to the solitude of the mountains
where he became a skilled trap-
per. Foxes, beaver and other fur
bearing animals were plentiful if
a person had the skill and could
stand the loneliness and haird-
ships of the life.

From all appearances Mr. Tay-
lor had no home. At various times
he would be seen as far south as
the Tennessee River and north to
the mountains of Jackson Coumty.
He never rode in a car or truck.
Even when people would offer
him a lift he would shake his head
and continue walking. Most
people assumed he lived in caves
or abandoned cabins when the
weather was too bad to camp out.

At that time many country
stores supplemented their regu-
lar income by buying and selling
farm produce, eggs and fur pelts.
Once or twice a year Mr. Taylor
would appear at one of these
stores loaded down with bundles
of skins. The store owners were
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always glad to see hirn as his pelts
were always of the finest quality
that could be sold for top prices.

Mr. Taylor would always stand
quietly as the ewner examined
each skin and added the figures
in a note book. After being paid
he would motion to the proprietor
for a can of pork and beans and
crackers which he would take
outside and eat before disappear-
ing for another three or four
months.

As far as is known, a can of
pork and beans with crackers sev-
eral times a year, along with an
occasional box of shells for the old
decrepid .22 rifle he carried, were
the only items he ever purchased.
No one knows what he did with
the rest ofhis money.

Occasionally, ifa farmer was
plagued by foxes in his chicken
pen or raccoons in the corn field
he would leave word, along with
a few coins, for Taylor at the
country store.

Many people still talk about
seeing him sitting motionless near
a cornfield for hours at a time
without flinching a muscle. Even-
tually the farmer would hear the
sharp crack ofa rifle and minutes
later Taylor would disappear back
into the woods.

Taylor had always hunted for
ginseng, but like most other
people, he was probably lucky to
find a few ounces a year. Once a
year, in the late fall, he would
bring the roots to Huntsville to
sell.

It was probably 1928 or 1929
when Mr. Taylor first showed up

at the Tennessee Poultry and
Hides Compamy, on Washington
Street, with a sack slung ever his
shoulder. The owner Louie Miller
was a crusty old Russian Jewwho
would drive a hard bargain but
was also honest.

After waiting patiently for
Miller to conclude his business
with another customer, Taylor
handed the sack to them. Miller
carefully began emptying the sack
on a small wooden table.
Suddenly there were gasps of
amazement as people gathered
around the ginseng,

There were almost twelve
pounds of high quality ginseng,
with most of the roots being
about nine to ten years old and
a uniform size. It was obvious
that Taylor had carefully se-
lected only the best roots, leav-
ing the rest to be harvested later.

The same thought went
though everyone’s mind. Mr.
Taylor had found the Glory
Patch.

Finallly, when Miller had fin-
ished weighing the ginseng, he
wrote a price on a piece of paper
and showed it to Taylor.

Taylor nodded his head and
minutes later, with a large roll
of bills in his pocket, more than
many people made in a year, he
walked to a nearby grocery store

“A person who is nice to you,
but rude to a waiter, is not a
nice person.”

Dave Barry
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where he purchased a can of pork
and beans and crackers. An hour
later he was back in the
mountains.

Strange as it may seem, Mr.
Taylor’s good fortune brought a
ray of hope to many people who
were suffering through the de-
pression. People who ecould not
buy shoes for their children
now had a reason to dream -
maybe they could find their ewn
Glory Patch somediyy.

While many people re-
doubled their efforts in hunting
ginseng, others decided it would
be easier to hunt Taylor in the
hope they could follow him to
wherever he had harvested the
roots. He was seen many times,
but it was impossible to follow
him for any distance.

Two men, expert woodsmeri,
followed him from Monte Sane all
the way to Gurley and then back
to Monte Sano. When they real-
ized that Taylor was taunting
them, they gave up.

If people had any doubts
about the Glory Patch, it was con-
firmed the following year when
Taylor once again appeared at
Milllee’s with another twelve
pounds of quality ginseng, After
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purchasing his ritual ean of pork
and beans, he retreated back to
the mountains with another
pocket full of cash. The same rou-
tine was repeated each year.

With each trip to town his
reputation grew. People began to
spin fantastic yarns, equating
his skill as a woodsman with
Davy Crockett and Daniel
Boome.

Some claimed he could track
a field mouse through the woods
and shoot flying doves with a .22
rifle. Others said he visited the
Glory Patch and harvested the
ginseng only when the moon was
dark so people could not follow
him.

Everyone knew he was being
paid large sums for the ginseng
but never appeared to spend any
money. This led to even more
outlandish tales.

One of the most popular sto-
ries told of a cave somewhere in
the mountains where Mr. Taylor
supposedly lived. It was elaimed
that one room of the cave was
packed full efwooden boxes, each
containing thousands of silver dol-
lars. According to the story, Tay-
lor spent all his time carefully
counting and recounting the
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money, much like the cartoon
character of Uncle Serooge.

Although it is doubtful that
many people believed the stories,
they did provide good entertain-
ment whenever people gathered
around a stove on cold wintry
nights.

The stories would have
probably died of their own ac-
cord had not Emmett Baker de-
eided, in the fall of 1934, to take
his family berry picking near
Cold Springs on Monte Sano.
Accompanying Baker were his
two children, a girl eight years
old and a boy who had Just
turned five.

The weather was beautiful
and the huckleberries plentiful.
Baker and his wife spent the
morning filling buckets with the
berries while the children played
in the woods. By early afternoon
Baker decided they had enough
and began loading the buckets
on the truck.

‘Just in tirme,” he thought as
he watched dark ominous
clouds begin to roll in from the
west. “We’re going to have some
bad weather.” Almost before he
finished the thought, a torren-
tial downpour, driven by fierce
winds, began to sweep over the
mountains.

Yelling for his wife to get the
children, Baker hurried to fin-

“Is it my imagination, or do
Buffalo wings taste just like
chicken?”

Barb Eyestone, Madison

ish loading the truck. Seconds
later his daughter came running
for the safety of the truck, trying
to shield herselffrom the pulver-
izing rain.

Baker sat in the truck waiting
for his wife and son but when sev-
eral minutes had passed he be-
gan to suspect something was
Wrofng,

Running to the edge of the
clearing he began to call for his
wife. When there was no answer
he plunged further into the
woods, yelling as loud as he
could, trying to make his voice
heard over the fury ofthe storm.
After what seemed like an eternity
he heard his wife shouting.

Minutes later he was at his
wife’s side. Her cotton dress
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was soaked to the skin and tears
mixed with rain was pouring
down her cheeks. “He’s gone,” she
cried. “I can’t find him anywhere!”

Baker ordered his wife back
to the truck while he continued
to search for his son. He in-
stantly understood what had
happened. His son had been play-
ing and wandered off the trail.
When he realized he was lost he
tried to find his way back to the
truck and had probably headed
in the wrong direction. As he be-
came frightened and the storm
began the young boy had prob-
ably started walking faster, all the
while going in the wrong direction.

Baker knew, deep in his
heart, that his son eould be al-
most anywhere, even miles away,
and it would take a miracle to
find him before nightfall.

An hour went by, and then
another hour, with Baker fran-
tically searching and yelling but to
no avail. Finally he made his way
back to the truck and told his wife
they needed help. He would stay
on the mountain and continue
searching while she took the truck

and went to find others to help
search.

At the bottom of the mountain
was a small general store where
a group of men had gathered on
the porch watching the storm.
Mrs. Baker was almost hysterical
but finally managed to explain
what had happened. Without a
word, the men began piling into
trucks and cars to go to her
assistance.

All this time, sitting on the
far end of the porch was Mr.
Taylor, eating a can of pork and
beans and watching the rain.

When Mrs. Baker stopped and
looked at him intently for a mo-
ment, everyone knew what she
was thinking. If only halfthe sto-
ries they had heard about the old
man were true, he was still the
man who could find her son.

M. Taylor had been listen-
ing to the conversation. Slowily,
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without being asked, he got up
and walked to her truck. After
seating himselfon the truck’s tail
gate, he motioned for her to drive.

Minutes later they were on the
motuntain where a crowd had be-
gun to gather. Making motions for
everyone to stay where they were
he walked into the woods about a
hundred yards and began to
make a slow circle around the
clearing, all the time searching for
signs on the ground. When noth-
ing was found he walked maybe
another hundred feet into the for-
est and repeated the same pro-
cess.

The storm had flattened the
leaves on the ground and washed
away any signs the young boy
might have left.

Many ofthe men in the crowd
had grown up in the woods and
knew it was impossible to track
someone in a pouring rain.

Still, Mr. Taylor persisted,
sometimes walking at a rapid
pace and other times almost
crawling on his hands and knees.

After about a halfhour, and a
hallf mile from the clearing, he

found what he was looking for;
some srnall fresh broken
branches on a bush about two
and a half feet from the ground.
A five year old child running
through the woods and pushing
branches out of his way would
break a limb at the same height.
The crowd knew Mr. Taylor
was on a trail and followed be-

hind hirn closely. Every few feet
he would stop and angrily mo-
tion for the men to go back. For
a few minutes the men would
complly, before once again follow-
ing him.

About a mile from the clear-
ing the trail led to a small cove
that seemed to be so overgrown
with thick brush that a rabbit
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might have trouble finding its way
through it. Taylor stopped and
angrily made signs for the erowd
to go back. When they retreated
only a few feet, he again motioned
them to go back, this time waving
his arms in a belligerent manner.

The crowd stood motionless
and so did Taylor. Finally, with
a look of resignation on his
face, he dropped to his knees
and began crawling through a
small opening in the brush. Af-
ter about thirty feet the brush
cleared, revealing a clearing
maybe a quarter acre in size,
dotted here and there with hard-
woods.

It was so well hidden that it
would have been impossible to
find unless you knew exactly
where it was.

Taylor’s instincts had been
right. The young boy was lying
at the foot of a large tree, soak-
ing wet, scared and sobbing,

Seconds later the crowd of
men poured through the small
opening in the brush. The first
reaction was joy at finding the
youngster safe and sound. Then,
almost immediatielyy, a hushed
silence came over the men as
they realized what they were

seeing,
The clearing was full of gin-

Life isn’t like a box of
chocolates... more like a jar
of jalapenos. What you do
today, might burn you
tomorrow.

seng, so thiek you couldn’t walk
without stepping on a plant. It was
obvious that someone had gone
to great lengths to take care of the
patch, and to keep it well hidden.

All the men had the same
thought: they had found the
Glory Patch.

Almost in a nonchalant man-
ner, the men started drifting away,
each pretending to go their sepa-
rate ways. Mr. Taylor stood in the
clearing for a long time with a sad
look on his face. Perhaps he knew
what would happen next.

Dozens of men, carrying lan-
terns and hoes, swarmed over
the clearing that night. By the
time the sun came up it had the
appearances of a freshly plowed
field.

No one ever saw Mr. Taylor
again. He disappeared back into
the mountains where he came
from and soon became simply
another legend that people loved
to tell stories about.

Onece the initial excitement
had died down about the Glory
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Pateh, people realized there had to be more than one.

The amount of ginseng he sold every year was much too
large to have come from that single location.

Perhaps there are still other Glory Patches, and a cave
packed with silver doliars, hidden somewhere in the
mountains above Huntsville.

Today the gathering, buying and selling of ginseng is
strietly regulated by the state. Failure to comply can re-
sult in large fines as well as possible jail sentences.

It has been estimated that 3/4 of the ginseng gath-
ered in North Alabama is smuggled to other states
where the laws are not as strictly enforced.
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Letter
From A
Soldier

Dear Wife:

It is with great pleasure that
I am seated to pencil you a few
lines to let you know that I am
reasonable well and hope these
few lines may find you all weii.

I received your letter of the
10th of July this morning after
long waiting but you had better
believe I was glad when I eome
offf from guard and they told me
that there was a letter for me.

I will now tell you that I have
had four shakes with the ague
last week. Last Saturday was the
last when I took three doses of
quinine and that broke it up but
I still don't feel quite as well as
I did before as my bones ache
considerable but I am getting
better every day.

Last Sunday our battalion
and 8 Companies of infantry
and two pieces of Artillery
started with four days rations
for Guater's Landing on the
Tenn. River where there were a

“If the grass is greener on the
other side of the fence, you
can bet that the water bill is

higher.”

Darryl Goldman

CT. Ghmnl%ed&Seed
Lawn & Garden Supplies

lot of Rebels. They went and
destroyed the ferry boats and
burned several houses by throw-
ing shells into them.

They said there was one
woman came out of a house and
showed her backsides to the
men and then went into the
house. After she shut the door
the Artillery threw a shell which
exploded in the house and in an
instant the whole house was in
flame and nothing more was
seen of the woman.

Our men killed, they sup-
posed, about 20 and our men
lost one man killed and one
wounded in the foot. I was not
along because my horse was not
fit to ride.

We do net knew but think
before long we will go to
Shelbyville where the rest of the
division is. That is in Tenn, still
a little closer home and I will
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try to get a furlough and come
home if I can this fall.

I am sorry to learn that
Angelina is so low.

You wrote to me to tell Albert
should try and get a furlough
which is out of the question as he
started for Louisville and on the
road (it is reported) he died of
Typhoid fever. He was very sick
when I saw him the last time at
Tuscumbia in the hospital. I did
not think he would ever get well
again but was in hopes he
would get home.

Henry is well. He had a let-
ter from George this morning
and he was well. He said that
they had got their new tents and
knapsacks and clothing and he
said that they were pretty well
fixed.

We had new clothing issued
to us such as shirts and draw-
ers stockings, boots, and they

Alabama
cmn & Silve[',x T

BUYING - SELLING - TRADING |
¢t ESTATE APPRAISALS  _ l

!¢ Charles Cataldo, Jr. Owner
Ph. (256) 536-0262
912 Bob Walllace Ave.
Humnitsville, Alabama

L

Yes! We Cater!l)

lelhowy v
chyadw ie

Dine-in or Carry-out!

883-0187

4800 Whitesburg Drive

533-7599

B00 Helmes Ave. Five Points

464-7811

Madison
On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart
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are going to give us hats so you
need not send me any hat. I have
not drawn any boots yet. I found
a pair about the time my other
pair gave out. That was about
the first of May and [ think they
will last me about a month
longer. I did not draw anything
today except 1 pr. Drawers. The
first shirts I drew are just go-
ing through the elbows, but I
think they will last me till eold
weather by patching.

We have all the peaches we
can make use of at present but
the weather has been too dry so
they are very small. We had very
hard rains day before yesterday
and the day before and the
weather is not so hot at present
as it has been.

You think the way they are
enlisting soldiers it don't look
like the war closing. I don't
think so myself but they have
issued stricter orders at Wash-

Need Someone
to talk to
your Club?

Leng time Huntsville native
and regular writer for Old Hunis-
ville, Johnny Johnston willi be glad
to speak before your group about
Huntsville, the way it used ito be.
There is no charge.

He is a highly regarded
speaker whose talks about
Huntsville’s history are guaranteed
to keep the audience enthralled.

Call Johnny Johnston

ington to the officers so that may
make some difference.

You ask me whether I want a
handkerchief. I sent my silk one
away in my jacket and I have a
linen one yet so I do not need
any but if you could send me
some needles and linen thread
they would be of some use to
me. I have given you all the par-
ticulars I can think of so I will
come to a close in hopes of soon
hearing from you again. I re-
main as ever your true and af-
fectionate husband,

Write soon and direct to
Woodville, Ala.

George Kryder,

3rd Ohio Volunteers

Weak and Weary

A young beau, at his sister's
evening party, began to sing
*“Why am | so Weak and
Weary?* when a little brother
brought the performance to a
close by yelling out, *Aunt Mary
says it's because you come
home so late and drunk almost
every night!*

From 1870 Newspaper

l Hunitsville's Newest & Most
Modern Fagillity

Buckle up. It makes it harder
for the allens to snatch you
from your car.

Your Home
* No Credit Check

* We Make House Calis

Attention Hemeowners
Age 62 & Older

* FHA - Hud Approved, Insured Program
¥ Recelve Tax Free Money From Home Equity
* No Repayment Required While You Live In

Call 1-888-765-0093 - Alabama
William Mark Spry - Reverse Mortgage Specialist

Safeway Meortgage - 770-434-9486
2655 So. Cobb Drive - Smyrna, Ga. 30080

(256) 856-9575 Georgia Residential Mortgage Lie. # 6400




Laws to Live

- Any person convicted ofvisiting a bawdy
house and who returns to the same house
shall he fined fifty dollars, and may be im-
prisoned or sentenced to labor for thirty
days; and for each subsequent return to said
house such person shall be fined fifty del-
lars and imprisoned or sentenced to labor
for thirty days.

- Riding or walking with a prostitute in
public place. Any male person over the age
of sixteen years, except an officer in the dis-
charge of his duty, who rides or walks
through the public square, or the streets, or
other public place in the city, with any pub-
lic prostitute or woman ofill-fame, shall, on
conviction, be fined not less than ten nor
more than twenty-five dollars.

- Visiting bawdy house in day time. Any
male person over the age of sixteen years,
except an officer in discharge of duty, or a
physician in case of sickness, or unless
in a case of necessitly, to be judged of by
the manor, who shall go into, come out
of, or be in a bawdy house within the lim-
its of the city after seven o'elock A. M.,
and before nine o'elock p.m., shall, on eon-
viction, be fined not less than ten noer more
than fifty dollars.

- Indecent exposure, etc. Any woman
or girl notoriously abandoned to lewd-
ness, who walks upon the streets or side-
walks indecently attired, or stands or sits
at the door or gate, or on the steps of the
premises occupied by her, in an indecent
posture or lewd manner, shall be fined
ten dollars.

- Any person who exposes the person
in an indecent manner, or does any ob-
scene or indecent act in any street or al-
ley, or about the public spring, or in any
other public place, shall be fined not less
than five nor more than twenty dollar.

- Obscene language or conduct in pres-
ence of females. Any person who uses pro-
fane or obscene language, or does any inde-
cent act in the view or hearing of any female,
shall be fined five dollars.
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Behind the Red Caboose on
Church Street

Phone 489-9300

Wide Screen TV
Private Comfference Room
Food served inside end on the patio
Available for holiday parties

Huge Menu off Fun Foods prepared
by our own chef.

Ieluding :
Steak Philly Park Chop Nuggets
Caifish Fillet Fried Mushrooms

Chicken Cardon Bleu Jalapeno Poppers
Monte Sano Chicken Chicken Fries

Fajitas Carn Nuggets

Cheese Sticks Fried Squesh

Fried Zucchini Sauteed Shrimp
Quesadias Fried Green Tomatoes
Chicken Philly Fried Okra

Classic Club Bourrbon Glazed Salmon
Filet Mignon Loaded Pujtato Skins

Baiitered French Fries

Live music on the “Depul Rdlio™
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New Labor
Laws for
Huntsville’s
Cotton Mills

From 1903 Newspaper

The new child labor law
adopted by the Alabama legis-
lature will not affect any of the
cotton mills in Huntsville. The
report had been circulated that
the operation of the law would
eompel 300 children to quit
working in the Dallas mill, but
this is emphatically denied by
W. R. Rison, general manager of
the Dallas comjpamyy.

Mr. Rison states that it is
against the rules of the company
to employ any child under 12
years of age, and if there are any
younger operatives, their ages
have been misrepresented by

their parents.

Other representatives of the
mills praised the mills' policy
in providing work for children
who would otherwise become
vagrants and a nuisance to
peaceful society. The spokes-
man also said that many of the
children alleged to be under the
lawful employment age of twelve
were merely stunted in their
growth, giving a false impres-
sion to people investigating mill
conditions.

Mills in other states have
overcome this problem by hav-
ing potential employees swear
they are at least twelve years of
age, thereby relieving the mills
of any legal respomnsilbiliify.

“Many dead animals in the
past changed to fosslis,
while others preferred to
be oil.”

Seen on kidls sclence exam

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

General Contractors
Residential & Commercial
Specializing In
Fire Dameage Repairs

“A Contractor You Can
Trust”

N OODW@AﬂD ERSOY)

YOUR FULL SERVICE FORI) DEALERSHIP

539-9441

Service, Parts, Body Shop & Truck Shop
MondlayFriday 7:00am-6:00pm

www.woodyandersonford.com

! L

Showroom Hours

( ' Mondlay-Friday 8:30anm-3:00pim



http://www.woodyandersonford.com
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Designedfor active seniors, Redstone Village offers quality amenities, services andbeautiful

surroundings. And should you need it, care for life. Call 256-881-6717 to learn more and to

see how Redstone Village means independence now and peace of mind for the future.

INDEPENDENT
LIVING:

90% refundable
entrance fees

Underground parking

Gourmet meals with
restaurant-style dining

Asset protection with
Life Care agreement

Apartment homes,
patio and duplex homes

Full balconies and

GRANDVIEW
ASSISTED LIVING:

Spacious suites with
breathtaking views

24-hour licensed care

Restaurant-style dining
in an elegant dining room

Daily activities and social
fulfillment

Medication monitoring
Direct admission available

FAIRVIEW
SKILLED NURSING:

Private and semi-private
rooms with carpeting

Occupational, physical,
and speech therapy

Respite and Hospice Care

Accepting Medicare,
TRICARE, private
insurance and private pay

Direct admission available

12000 Turnmeyer Drive « Huntsville, AL - www.redstonevillage.org
256-881-6717 or toll free 1-866-881-6717
South on Memorial Pkwy., Left on Veterans Dr [2/100f a mite past Hobbs Rd ]


http://www.redstonevillage.org

Old Pomisville  Page 18
Hermit who
claimed to be John
Hunt’'s grandson
dies in Athens

From 1916 newspaper

Alone he lived, alone he died -
did Limestone County's man of
mystery, whose charred body was
found in the ruins of his cave
home, east of Athens on the Nick
Davis road.

The recluse was called John
Hunt, when he went to Athens a
quarter of a century ago and
bought 25 acres of land near
Athens. He dug his home, rather
than having built it. Into the
earth he bored and excavated a
large room, over which he built
a roof and called it home. In
later yvears he added two more
rooms, both uaderground.

Hunt claimed his grandfa-
ther settled Huatsville and from
the family name the city received
its name. His pathetic death last
week, under mysterious eircums-
stances, brought to light the weird

story of the hermit's life.

Hunt had been a federal
army man during the Civil War
and he received a pension from
the government. Together with
the money he received from sell-
ing a few farm products, he eked
out a meagre existence.

One of the strange features
of the hermit's life, now being
related by Athens people, is the
fact that Hunt never sold a
chicken, though he raised hun-
dreds in the woods about his
home. On the other hand, he
treated them much as he would

e — e e aaE—— |

a human being. At noon he fre-
quently rang a big bell to eall
them to be fed. The fowls would
jump upon his shoulders and
he made pets of all of them.
*“They are too near and dear to
me to be sold," he explained to
curious visitors, who visited
his dugout by the hundreds.
The recluse treated them all
with civility, but never claimed
their friendship. When he first
moved to Limestone, the section
in which he settled had few
people in it. Later it built up,
but he continued to keep him-

(256) 852-5402

RENT forthe ELDERLY, DISABLED and/or

HANDICAPPED based on INCOME
(Section 8)

First Seventh-Day Adventist Towers

*Stove *Refrigerator *Carpet *Drapes *Smoke Detectors
*Emergency call system *HVAC *Laundry *Utilities Included

3409 Verona Avenue
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Monday - Friday

920 Merchants Walk
Suite B
Humtsville, Al

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

T 5

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury

* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A job - Its Our Mission™

(256) 534-4502 Office
(256) 534-4503 Fax
(256) 233-3328 (Athens)




selfwithdrawn from human com-
panionship.

Recently, Negroes passing by
the hut, found only the smok-
ing embers left. A hurried in-
vestigation was made and in the
ashes the body was found. It
was buried by the people of the
neighborhood in the Athens

cemetenyy.

Trouble in
Hazel Green

Jrom 1878 newspaper

We learn of two serious diffi-
culties in the Hazel Green district,
last week. On Tuesday night, a Mr.
Talent shot William Weaver in the
head, the ball passing through the
only good eye Weaver had, leav-
ing him totally blind.

They were in a quarrel at
Key's Mill, and it is said that
there was a good deal of whis-
key around.

The second affair was be-
tween two brothers by the name
of Holloway in which Gabe
Holloway was cut in the abdo-
men by his own brother.

There was a game of cards
going on and Gabe Holloway
was trying to induce his brother,
who was engaged in the game,
to quit playing and go to work,
whereupon his brother grew an-
gry, according to our informa-
tion, and cut him. He is in very
critical condition.

Bad Excuse

Jrom 1913 newspaper

W.G. Maloney, a young man
arrested today for riding trains
contrary to the law, claimed in
the police eourt this morning
that he was making a study of
the underworld and became a
hobo in order to get a closer
view.

Mayor Smith imposed a 20
day sentence and informed him
that he would be given every op-
portunity to make a study of
hobos and the underworld while
serving on the chain gang. He
also warned Maloney to think
of a better excuse next time.

OUTDOOR PATIO & LIVE MUSIC!
B Upsce ok By
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Available on Disabillity
or Age 65 and up.
$0-160 monthly

10000 $ Memorial Pkwy Huntsville Alabama 256-489-3333

et Fidy
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Alpha Estate s & aspaisais

Check our website for information on upcoming auctions.
Downsizing - Moving - Estate Liquidation -We Sell it Allf
We sort, price, mark and sell all your items for you. We're there with
you of the sale. Sales include homes, furniture, fewelry

Experience, Professionalism
and Excellence ito each of our
customers

Bob Baker, HS.C.A,
Owner

Gary Lee Knight,
Sales Manager

Visit our website for
upcoming sales

www.alphaestatesales.coir



http://www.alphaestatesales.coir
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Heard On

The Street

by Cathey Carney

The Photo of the Month for
Januery was Shirley Frazier.
Shirley was a popular police dis-
pateher in Hunftsville for 25
years. Her daughter, Ann Hill,
works with the fire department on
Redstone Arsenal. Congratula-
tions to Margaret Tucker for plac-
ing the winning call. Mrs. Tucker
is the lovely wife of J.B. Tucker,
the famous Mayor of Hurricane
Creek.

We were very sorry to hear that
Seg Parks had died recemtly. His
family thought the world of him
and he will be missed very much.
We send our deepest sympathy to
all the family and his many
friends.

The big topic of conversation
in political circles is Glenn
Watson’'s announcernent that he
will run against Faye Dyer in
the next election. That will be
ore interesting race!

Ruth Ann and Pluiit Dean
are the proudest Grandparents!
Their daughter Jessica and son-
in-lavw, Mark Whlliams are the
proud new parents of Colton
Terry Williams, born December
14, This is the first child for them,
and he is gorgeous!

Sam Keith had his annual
Christmas Party, that took place

entirely in the garage! There was
food, drinks, old cars to look
at - and Great company! He said
the garage was easier to clean.

Walt and Lil Stone recently
celebrated their first anniver-
saiy. They own the Enchantment
Beauty Academny, in the location
that used te be the DwarfRestau-
rant, that many ofus remember.
Congratulations te you two!

We keep hearing rumors out
of Montgomery that Gov. Riley
is on John McCain’s short list
to be Vice President if he wins
the nomination. That should
shake up Alabama politics.

Nelta Benson wants to wish
Elmond Lee the happiest birth-
day! He lives in Guillf Breeze and
sure misses Huntsville!

Rebecca Temple, owner of
Rebecea’s boutique on Pratt Av-
enue in Five Points, sends a big
Hello to her son Jason Temple,
who is eurrently serving in the
Navy. Jason is married to Shan-
non and their girls Lillian, 5, and

,)rea mn e ve (4

oareting fhe very bes! eammuniis

Apams ALLEY » CLIFT’s CovE « HAMPTON FALLS APARTMENT COMMUNITY
HERITAGE PLANTATION « HERITAGE PROVENCE
HEeRITAGE STATION « MT, CARMEL BY THE RIVER
THE BRIDGES ON THE RIVER

Hie wltimate community...

MCMULLEN

ENFINGER
STEELE

DEVELOPMENT

Claire, 2, are the sweetest
grandkids.

A group of folks who live at
Redstone Village recently went
on the bus to an Amish restau-
rant in Danville, near Hartselle.
They said the food was wonder-
ful, with home-cooked veg-
etables, meats, desserts, ete.
and it sounded like all had a
great time.

Tony Mason is packing the
crowds in at Lee Ann’s. Recently
he was joimed on stage by
Tommy Miller, Danny Banks
and the legendary Curtis J. Hall.
It was standing room only and
some ofthe best entertainment we
have seen in years.

Luther Wikle sure would
have been proud ofhis grandson,
Luke, who is currently serving our
country in Iraq. We are so grate-
ful for him and all the other men
and women who are serving in
the militanry.

Happy birthday to Lisa
Dejarnatte! She recently
celebrated in Arkansas with her

The first person to correctly
identify the youngster below wins a
1-year complimentary subscription
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502

Hint: This little boy, and his
lovely wife, are seen by many
people every week.



enfmgersteele.com

sweet husband Dr. Ralph
Dejarnatte, Jr.

Kathy Mefford Ogle & Frank
Ogle recently celebrated their
37th wedding anniversary.
Frank’s uncle Jimmy used to own
Ogle’s Trailer Court. Congratula-
tions, Kathy, you look much too
young to be married that long!

It sure was fun recently to
have a cup of coffee & read a book
at the Coffee Tree on Bailey Cove!

Many people remember
Danny Dyer. He lived in Hunts-
ville for years and could tell
some great stories. He leaves
family and good friends who will
miss him always.

Happy birthday to Barbara
Fortner!

Next time you are driving
around Humtsville and see a
cotton field, stop and take a long
look. You may never see it again.
Next year, for better or worse, the
field will probably be a sulb-divi-
sion or shopping mall.

I recently met Robert Sable,
who works for Labcorp, in the
office of Dr. Scoitt Royster. Rob-
ert is the most interesting guy
to talk with and is crazy about
his wife, Joy, and son Robby. His
message to his family - “Thanks
for putting up with me!”

It was great seeing Johnny
Frazier recently. Johnny has a
home inspection business so
next time you buy a home give
him a eall!

We were thrilled to hear that
Terry’s Pizza is BACK! Darden
Heritage, who owns Star Mar-
ket & Propst, decided to buy the
business when the company
closed after the death of owner
Louie Pejza. Darden says he
wants to keep as many of the
old traditions alive in Huntsville
as possible. You can buy the piz-
zas in all Star Market locations.

Happy February birthday to
Barbara Saunders! We know
that her romantic hubbie Chuck
will do something special for her!

Thiokol Chemical Corpora-
tion employed many here in

Huntsville throughout the years.
Walt Terry, Sam Zeman, Chuck
Owens, Durwood White, Don
Royston and Bob Langley, Don
Harper are just some ofthe many
people who worked together. Re-
cently we heard that one of their
co-workers, R. T. “Bob” Davis
died, after a bad accident. He was
83.

Ken and Diane Owens re-
cently made a long trip to Tuc-
son, Arizona to visit their son,
Brandon, and his wife Susan.
They sure do love it out West.

Robert Martin, that sweet
guy who lives at Morningside As-
sisted Living in Madison, is so
proud of his son Randy, a full
Colonel in the National Guard
who is on his second tour in Iraq.
He’s going to be there 9 more
months, but his family has faith
he’ll be back safe and sound.

Happy anmiversary to
Rebecca & Al Temple. The
romantic couple were married 42
years ago on Valentines Day!

Congratulations to John
Connelly, who just turned 1 in
January. His parents are Tricia
and Steve Commelly of Old
Town, and you can’ find
prouder grandparents than
Susan & Hall Bryant!

Well, That’s all for this
month but just remember how
lucky we are to live in Huntsville.
Alabama.
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286 A Whitesburg Drive
Huntsville AC 256534613

“My wife is such a bad cook,
in our house we pray
AFTER the meal.”

Rodney Dangerfield

UNITED

FIRE & WATER
DAMAGE
RESTORATION

Louie Tippett, Owned & Operated 209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville |




Old Hntsville Page 22

I

———

Stuffec Pepper Shells

4 small red peppers, halved
& seeded

1 e. reduced fat Mozzarella
cheese

2 T. Pesto

Preheat oven to 375 de-

grees. Fill the peppers with
cheese, mounding slightilky. Place
on a baking sheet & drizzle with
pesto.

Bake for 10-12 minutes to
melt the cheese, and serve hot.

Bacon-Pineapple
Appetizep

(Per Appetizer)

1 slice bacon, halved cross-
wise

1 whole water chestnut,
halved

1 pineapple chunk, drained

RECIPES

e e
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ﬁﬂﬁﬂ% & Pelicious

The following are diabetic recipes

Low sedium soy sauce

Preheat your oven to 400 de-
grees. Wrap bacon slice around a
pineapple chunk and water chest-
nut. Secure with wooden tooth-
pick. Bake on rack in a shallow
pan for 15 minutes. Brush with
soy sauce and bake 5 to 10 min-
uted, and bacon is crisp.

Pravenlij Fruit Dip

1 pkg. (-02) sugar-free vanilla
pudding mix

2 ¢. fat-free halfand half

1 T. sugar

1/2t. rum extract

1/2 t. vanilla extract

Combine ingredients and

beat with a whisk about 2 min-
utes. Cover and chill at least 2
hours to blend flavors.

This is wonderful with all
types of fresh fruit.

Perlc Reast Dijen

1 {2 1/2 1b.) Pork Loin

2t. dijon mustard

1 t. dried rosemary

Iit. garlic powder

Salt and Pepper

Preheat your oven to 350 de-

grees. Place roaston arackina
roasting pan, spread with mus-
tard and sprinkle with rosemany,
salt, garlic powder & pepper.

Bake 40-50 minutes or until
meat reaches 140 degrees. Cover
with foil and let stand 15 minutes
on your counter before slicing, to
let the juices soak into the meat.

Baked Bacen

1 1b. bacon
Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
Arrange bacon slices on a roast-
ing pan rack and bake 20-25 min-
utes. Drain on paper towels.

EVERY
MONDAY
IS FAMILY
NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner.
Featuring a full menu and the best
country breakfast in town!

Every Monday night Kids Eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our
new kid's menu with each paid adult entree.
Offfer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakdast
8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & owr famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS




Salmen

4 (4-oz) salmon fillets

1T oil

2 T. lemon juice

2 garlic cloves, minced

2 T. minced fresh basil

Pat salmon dry and place 6n
a broiler pan. Combine remain-
ing ingredients, brush some ofthis
over the salmon.

Broil 8-10 minutes til salmon
is cooked through, basting a few
times with the sauce. No need to
turn the salmon.

Spicij Garlic Shrimp

1 T. olive oil

1 1/2 1b. Irg. shrimp, thawed

Salt & pepper

3 garlic cloves, chopped

1/2 t. erushed red pepper

1 T. lemon juice

Heat oil in large skillet over
medium high heat. Add shrimp
and sprinkle with salt & peppei.
Cook about 2 minutes, stirring
frequemtlsy.

Stir in garlic and red pepper
and cook over medium heat til
shrimp is opague and pink
throughout - don’ overcook!
Remove from heat and add the
lemon Juice.

This is really good with pasta

or spaghetti.

Garman Geen Beans

1 1b. green beans, cooked

4 slices bacon, cooked &
crumbled

1 T. finely chopped onion

2 pkg. Splenda

1 T. red wine vinegar

Cook onion in 1 tablespoon

bacon drippings. Add Splenda
and vinegar, then beans & bacon,
Cook til heated throughouit.

Dark CHegelate
Maganoons

2 (8.5 oz) bars low-carb dark
chocolate

1 1/4 e. unsweetened shired-
ded eoconut

1/2 t. almond extract

Meit echoeolate in heavy small

saueepan over low heat. Add co-
eonut & extract. Drop by
mounded teaspoons onto baking
pan. Let stand til set.

Allmend lee Cream

Nonfat vanilla ice eream
Amaretto liqueur
Toasted, sliced almonds
With an ice eream scoop,
place a ball of ice eream into a
wine glass, spoon liqueur over
this and top with almonds.

Taylor Produce

Located in the Madison County Farmers Market

Besti-tasting tomatoes you’ll find anywhere!
Also Turnip Greens, Citrus, Apples

(256) 539-9257

1022 Cook Ave. Humisville

Pecan Cracker still in Operation!

Proudly owned & operated by Tooter Taylor's daughters &
grandchildren! We’re keeping the tradition alive!

Heours 8-6 Mon-Sat
Sun 8-5

Old Hmtsville Page 23

David Cash

Sales Agent

Cell (256) 783-1378
Office (256)517-5909
dmeash@ft.newyorklife.com

Pestaurant With
The Trains!

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm

C los@lb&m%a Ks



mailto:dmcash@ft.newyorklife.com
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Mili Street
Playground

by Johnny Johnston

During and just after World
War II, little money was avail-
able for the entertainment of
children in the community of
Huntsville. The Big Spring Park
and some school playgrounds
were about the only place to go to
see other children or spend a little
time away from the sadness ofa
War.

A war which would eventu-
ally take a hallf million lives
from the United States of
America and wany from
Madison County as well.

Huntsville was fortunate to
have as a ecitizen one Mr. Milton
J. Cummings. Mr. Cummings
had made his money buying and
selling, especially cotton. He was
a man concerned with his city,
the people in his eity and he had
compassion for those of us who
had very little.

Another young man lived in
the eemmunity who had come
to town with an idea of expand-
ing the YMCA. At that time the
YMCA was primarily an over-
night place to sleep or for men
to live for a short time while
meoving to the ecity looking for
work. His name was Russell
Barber. Russell could see a need
where no one else eould. He

eould also administer to the needs
he identified, find money to de-
velop a project and pull enough
people together to make it hap-
pen.

My mother had been work-
ing the night shift at Redstone
Arsenal Laundry while keeping

the house and taking care of five
children at home. She was
maybe the hardest working per-
son I ever knew but had lived
through the depression without
adequate food for the family
and very little to call her own.
She and Dad had managed to

Open Dalily
“Wiere Bowling is Famnily Fum"

Voted #1

S = o®

Den't forget to mention this ad to get
yeur Senior Discount (55+)

Bowling Center In Huntsville
2404 LEEMAN FERRY ROAD SW

¥ Youth & Seniors Programs

A Smoke-Free Fagiility!
Snack Bar
¥ Cosmic Birthday Parties
#Group Rates # Pro Shop
# Bowding Instruction Available
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buy the house on Maple Street
and move in during the scheol
break of 1941. Now in 1945 the
war was ending and things were
looking somewhat better. She was
approached by Mr. Barber to help
him start a playground in an im-
poverished area. The money was
very little and the work hard but
she decided to fall in line to see if
that was something she wanted to
do.

Thus the Mill Street Play-
ground was developed. Russell
Barber supported the project as
District Director of the
YMCA. Mr. Cummings
furnished the money and
someone allowed use of a
field which was located
just near the Train Depot
on Church Street.

An area was prepared
to create a softball fleld,
someone else donated a
set of monkey bars and I
think I remember a small
merry-go-round.

One thing I definitely
remember was the smell
of a Hide House which sat
on the same propentyy. It
was impossible to go inte
the playground withouit
going real close to the
Hide House.

A Hide House is where
raw cow or other animal
hides are hung to dry eut
and to cure before they are
made into coats, uphol-
stery, collars or other
items for purchase by
people who had meomney.

If you have ever
smelled a dead animal in
the summer time which
has been lying on the road
too long, multiply that by

“Never take a sleeping
pill and a laxative on the
same night.”

Jeremy Jones, Arab

100 and you can imagine the
smell of a Hide House.

It was so bad that if the wind
was drifting across the play-
ground from the eastward direc-
tion, attendance would be down
that day.

Normally it was a fun day at
the playground. Someone do-
nated seoftballs, basketballs,
kick balls and the like. I don't
remember any fielding gloves
but we did have bats. I also re-
member the difficulty in walk-
ing from Lincoln with my broth-

ers and my mother carrying all
those balls and bats every day.
There was nowhere to lock them
up at the playground.

The walk was only about two
miles but it seemed much longer.
A softball game or any type of com-
petition usually caused someone
to get angry. A lot of fights were
started over some trivial thing that
really meant nothing. There were
a few black eyes, broken bones
and such but no one pulled a knife
or gun the way people do now
when they get angry.


http://www.washingtonsquaregroup.net
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My Mother was very adept at
stopping any fight or angry situ-
ation which might start. When
the action was over she would
pull the eombatants over to the
side and preach to them for a
time and quote a few verses
from the Heoly Bible.

There were even occasions
when she would have an evening
picnic and invite a preacher to
have church services there on
the playground. Any gathering
such as that was well attended
as there was no televisiom,
money to go to the movies or
any other form of entertainment.

Money was made available
on occasion to provide a pienic
for kids attending the play-
ground. Mother made a deal
with Ragland Brothers Whole-
sale Groceries to buy bread,
peanut butter, mayonnaise and
some sliced meats at wholesale
prices which we prepared at
home.

This required our entire
family to get up early in the
morning to start making sand-
wiches which were carried over
to the playground. We were not
able to walk and carry all the
food so Mom would always
make arrangements for some-
one to take us over in a car.

“A permanent set of teeth

conslsts of eight canines, elght

cuplids, two molars, and eight
cuspidors.”

Seen on middle school
sclence exam

Maybe the most embarrassing
thing to happen that I remember
was on one of those days when
food was provided. Mr. Barber
brought Mr. Cummings over to
visit and see how much people
appreciated his kindness. There
were some children who attended
who simply had not learned the
simplest form of manners. Mr.
Barber and Mr. Cummings were
standing back of the area where
we were eating when one of the
boys bit into a sandwich which
was not to his liking. He cursed
the sandwich

are still there. My family met a lot
of people there who are still
friends after all this time. Many
of these good people have done
well in the eemmunity and made
good names for themselves.

Not everyone fell in that cat-
egory however. Some of the very
people who came to the-play-
ground have spent most of their
life in jails; some did not even live
to be middle aged.

Three days after the Lee High
School Bus accident which killed
four students and injured maimy, I

and threw it over
his shoulder.
The sandwich hit
Mr. Cummings
direetly in the
chest while he
was standing

there supported
by a set of
crutches.

It was so
shocking to Mr.
Cummings that
he almost fell. 1
remember Mom
grabbing this
kid by his ear,
hauling him
over to the side
and forcing him
to apologize to
Mr. Cummings.

Here it is
over sixty years
after closing of
the Mill Street
Playground and
the memories

Serving hearty German fare
in Huntsville Since 1972.

Star Market

and Pharmacy
Now Available - Teamy's Pizzal

702 Pratt Ave.

Your Friendly Neighborhood
Pharmacy & Grocery Store

Located In Historic Five Points
534-4509




drove over to the site like many others to witness the devas-
tation which had occurred. The area by then had been cleaned
up, funerals were being held or scheduled, and survivors
were healing at home or in hospitals.

The scene was very much where I thought the aceident
had occurred. As I maneuvered through the side streets
underneath Interstate 565 and came closer and eloser to
the makeshift memorial over by a eyclone fence, I be-
came aware that the bus had fallen on the former en-
trance of the Mill Street Playground.

Judge orders some of Huntsville’s
Wealthiest Families to Pay Up

Jrom 1910 Huntsville paper

Judge T. Betts of the law and equity court heard several
suits brought by the city of Huntsville against property ewn-
ers who have contested the assessments against them for
the cost of paving streets in front of their propentty.

The judgments of the court in faver of the ity against
the property owners are as follows:

Harry M. Rhett. $250

Miss Mattie P Barnard $250.

Mrs. Maria Jones &

A. L. Rison $200.

Mrs. Kate Caldwell $250

Mrs. Maria Jones $300 - John R. Connor $300

J. N. Mazza $140 - Mrs. Annie Powell $175
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Cher's Tabe
Tapas

Serving a Variety of Dishes
from around the World

Shrimp Venetian, 100% Lump Crab Cakes,
Mango Glazed Scallops, Steamed Mussels
Marinated Flank, Lamb Racks, Stuffed Quail
Portabella Mushrooms, Bruschetta, Tortellini,
Angel Hair Pasta, Fondue
Signature Crayfish Bisque
Basil-Balsamic Green Salad
Homemade Desserts

Fuil Bar, Cozy Dining - Open Chef Kitchen
Wateh us while we eoolk for you!

Come join us at 2030 Cecil Ashburn Dr.,
in Jones Valley Station (just east of
Bailey Cove)

Hiours
Lunch: Tue-Fri 11-2
Dinner Tue-Thur 5-9 Fri-Sat 5-10
Reservaitions Accepted
2030 Cecil Ashburn Dr.
in Jones Vailley Station
(256) 880-7333

A Historic Home In Mooresvilie ‘

4828 High Street
Crawford—Cain House |
ca 1870

The Crawford-Cain House was built cirea 1870. ——-L
The Crawfords then sold this home to Dr. Cain who
had come to Mooresville from Mississippi. Dr.
Caim’s first office was over the tavern. Later he
built an office next to his house that included an
apothecary. This is reportedly the building that is

now used as the guest hotise.

This 3 bedroom, 2 3/4 bath house and wonderful

guest house contain 2741 sq. ft. and has

been totally renovated. The property is

offered at $349,900. The property has
been recently painted inside and out.
The kitchen has just been redonie.

You can enjoy the historic lifestyle of
Mooresville today.

Ofifered at only $349,900

Call Richard Van Vallkenburgh :
Historic & Fine Homes Speciailst

From Your First Home. . . To Your Finest Estate
Website: www.wwinealior.com

Would you like to enjoy
this wonderful back
porch?

For your most knowikadigeable
information, give us a cali.
We appreciate your businesst

Vallkenburgh
ABR, CRE, CRS, GRI
Historic & Fine Homes

Specialist



http://www.wwrealtor.com
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A Huntsville
Mystery

Huntsville was in the grips
of one of the eoldest winters on
record when in February, 1906,
a stranger appeared at the
Huntsville Hotel and requested
8 room.

The stranger, a quiet elderly
man, was dressed in summer
clothing and carried no luggage.
He asked for a room for two
weeks and paid in advance with
cash.

He also asked that no one, not
even the maids, be permitted to
enter his room.

The following morning he
began a routine he would fol-
low every day for the next two
weelks. Eat breakfast, at the
hotel, walk three blocks to a

barber shop where he would re-
quest a shave, sit on a bench in
front ofthe Courthouse, in the bit-
ter eold for the rest of the day
until finally returning to the hotel
for dinner.

At the end of two weeks, the
stranger disappeared. The man-
ager of the hotel, worried about
the man's strange behavior, finally
entered the room. The room was
exactly the way it was when the
stranger had rented it. The bed
had not been slept in and there
was no sign anyone had been in
the room since it was last cleaned,
two weeks previousiky.

Adding to the mystery were six
envelopes lying on the bed, ad-
dressed to different individuals
around town. In each envelope
were five one hundred dollar bills.

Later checking revealed that
none of the individuals knew the
stranger.

Another Huntsville story that
has never been explained.

Want Ads from

Wanted - agent for Nashville Banner. Pays
forty dollars a month. Must be reliable and a
hustler. See John H. Lackey, Huntsville Hotel.

Wanted - white woman for house work and

1907

Rates include:

Affordable Monthly

* Private apartments
* Three meals per day

place for a boy twelve years old for his board
and clothes to work around the house or farm.
Apply at Salvation Army quarters or call
phone 181.

For rent - two furnished rooms heated by
furnace. Men preferred. 242 Walker Street.
$1.50 a week.

Wanted - young boy to train as chimney
sweep. Meals and bed furnished. Salary after
six months.

* Weekly housekeeping

¢ Social activities & svents
s Scheduled transportation
¢ Individual care plans

Come Home to Weatherly Springs
At Weatherly Springs in Humtsville, we provide the care
and support you're looking for in a community designed
just for senior living. Weatherly Springs offers affordable
monthly rents with no lease or buy-in fees. Stop by and
visit Weatherly Springs Assisted Living Community

today. For more information, please call 256-880-1515.

|, G,
ASSISTED LIVING (
COMMUNITY

10310 Bailey Cove Road » Huntsville, AL 35803
wano. Westherly SpringsAlF.com 4L casis



WeatherlySpringsALF.com

The
Family
Recipe

Wearming: These recipes are
presented for amusement and
historical purposes only. The
possession of a still and the
manufactiure ofspirits is against
the law and can result in heavy
penalties. Also, Spirits mot
properly made can Seriously

darnage youwr health.
Original Corn Whiskey:

50 1b. Corn, whole kernel

50 gal. water

10 cups Yeast

Place the corn in a feed sack
and buried in the warm moist
center of a manure or compost
pile for about ten days. When
the sprouts are about a quarter
inch long, the corn is fully
"modified” or malted. Wash the
corn in a tub, rubbing the shoots
and roots off in the process,
then skim them off. Place the
grain in an open wooden bar-
rel, mash it with a pole, add five
gallons of boiling water and
when the mash cools down, add
the yeast and let it sit and fer-

application process

ment. Some people may cover the
vat with plastie to slew the evapo-
ration. Fermentation will normally
take between 3 to 7 days depend-
ing on the temperature.

First Run

Place the mash in the still
pot. Gradually heat the mash
and expect the first condensate
to begin dripping in the receiver
in about an hour between 170 F
and 180 F Cellect all that comes
over on this first run. About 2
hours later when 205 F is
reached, stop collecting. You
should have about 12 gallons
of distiliate that will be about
40 to 60% and by-products (80-
120 proof) Throw away the resi-
due in the pot, rinse it out and
flush out any seolids that may
have bolled over inte your tub-
ing.

Caution: Too high heat will
cause the mash to boil over
through the tubing, clouding the
distillate and possibly clogging
the tubing. The more slowly you
heat, the less impurities will be
in the finished produect.

Second Run

Gradually heat the first run
distillate in the pot and begin
collecting the condensate in the
receiver between 160 F and 180
F In about an hour, when 204 F is
reached, stop collecting. You
should have about 10 gallons of
70% aleohol plus by-products.
Discard the residue from the pot

OPPORTUNITY
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GLASS

For Any Purpose

PATTERNS
FOR—

Trable Tops
Dressers
Radio Tables
Desks
Mantles
Counters
Erc!

All edge’ gwouund
and polished.

Call 364 and let
ug make you an
estimate.

Huntsyille
Glass & Paint Ce.

(Owiiginal ad firom Jan.30, 1940)

Thanks Huntsville!

66 years in business
and Counting!

534-2621
2201 Holmes Ave. NW

“This employee is depriving
a village somewhere of an
idiot.”

Seen on local employee review

LIVING QUAMRTERS FOR THE ELDERLY

* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age

* Convenient to Madison Square Mall

* Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units)
Transportation provided to Grocery Store

* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until after completion of the

. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities wiil be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to
rules and regulations set by the Departrnent of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
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as before.

Third Run:

Gradually heat the second
run in the pot. Action is fast.
The temperature moves rapidly
to about 170 F. Discard whatever
distillate comes over before 170
F or that which comes over be-
fore the trickle steadies into a
solid stream. Stop collecting at
about 184 F in about 45 minutes.
You should have about five gallons
ofabout 85% alecohol.

Throw away any residue in the
pot.

News from
New Market
in 1888

- We regret to learn that our
old and esteermned citizen, Mr. W.
F Hereford, was severely bitten on
the calf of his leg a few days ago
by his rabid jack.

- G. L. Terry sent in the larg-
est peach of the season. It
measured 11 inches around and
weighed 11 ounces.

- Mr. Bradford Smithey, of
Hurricane, was here Tuesday
and reports crops never better
and in filner condition. Large
crops of oats and wheat have
been harvested and are now in
good condition awaiting the
threshei.

- We regret to hear of the ill-
niess of our oldest citizen, Mr.
Isaac Cook. Mr. Cook celebrated
the 80th anmiversary of his
birthday last Tuesday.

- Mr. Wm. A. Cochran, of
this place, left on the 7th inst.,
ofi a visit to relatives at
Larkinsville, Ala. We wish him
a rich, rare and racy time.

- Mr, Bradfoerd Hill, an old ex-
Confederate member of Col.
Russell's regiment, fourth Ala-

days ago with a large lot ef cedar.
He owns a valuable lot of cedar
and farm lands in the mountains,
from which he derives a good liv-
ing, Mr. Hill accepted the inevi-
table results of the war, like all
good and true soldiers, and has
ever since labored for the comfort
and welfare ofhis family and the
prosperity of his county, and now
subscribes for the Enterprise.

- Merchant J.W. Cochran ad-
vertised for 100 bushels of
peach seeds and 10,000 pounds
of dried peaches and apples.
Make full and ample prepara-
tions for drying them all by be-
ginning now. We can assure
them that their entire surplus
can be sold at good and
remunerative prices for all their
labor and outlag.

Aesthetically Pleasing

Interior Window Treatments

Blinds, Shutters, Drapery
Faux Iron Solutions

Rand W. Gaylord
Cell: (256) 468-9465
Bus: (256) 650-0465

Visit us at:
www.randsblinds.com

Plumbing Supplies - Quality Door & Cabinet Hardware
Pipe & Valve fittings stocked - Kitchen & Bath Hardware
Unique Sinks & Faucets

Quality Fixtures & Hardware - Rinnai - Schiage
Oceania - Jason - Rohli - Baldwin - Villeroy & Boch

In Business Since 1963

Park Supply Co.

bama cavalry, was in town a few 4736 Commercial Drive. (256) 837-4036



http://www.randsblinds.com
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Maria Binkley
EXIT Realty First

Real Estate Broker & Mortgage Broker
256-348-0999°

IVeVe Expanded -
| am now EXIT Realty First!

(formerly Binkley Real Estate & Financial Services, Inc.)

“l have now partnered with Career Webschool to offer online real estate courses. Go
through my website for a 30% discount. It is a great time to begin an exciting career
in real estate with the continued training, including the cutting-edge, interactive
video-conferencing, to help you reach your goals. Give me a call and get started

today”

IN THE EXIT SPOTLIGHT ...
Country home with acreage in
Toney - 3500 + Sq Ft - 4 bed-
rooms - 4 baths - Isolated
Master with private den -

22 by 35 rec room with bath and
private entrance - pond and 6
acres - with more acreage
available

Welcoming New Agents: Ask me about: No desk fees, Health Insurance, Pensions, 401K
Plans, Residuals & Much More!!!
Specialized training ... “Ifyour real estate license is inactive, let's talk about getting you
trained to be a success!”

Licensed in Al & Tn, | will be glad to assist you with any property listed in the MLS!

EXIT Realty First
256-348-0999

www.exitrealtvfirsthu ntsville.com
mariabinkley@msn.com

Visit my new office at 487 Capshaw Road in the Harvest - Monrovia Area.


le.com
mailto:mariabinkley@msn.com
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Golng to Huntsvllle
in 1931

By James T. Syler

When I was just 7, we made my first trip to
Huntsville from our home in Big Cove. I had never
been to what was called the “big' town. Someone
made arrangements for Mr. Tabor to take us to
town in his car. Getting to ride in a ecar was a
thrill for me.

About 9am that day he came for us and we
were off. Along with us, he took many vegetables,
eggs, chickens and milk to sell at the eourthouse
square in Humtsville. In fact, I held a gallon of
milk in my lap the entire trip to town.

Everything was wonderful until the car started
up Monte Sano mountain. The trees in the valley were
so far below the road, I really hugged that jug of milk
for dear life. I could just see the car, and us, going
down into that valley, end over end.

Finally the top of the mountain came into view.
At that point Mr. Tabor flipped a button (the car
didn't have a key) to turn the motor off. He then
put the car in neutral gear, and we coasted all the
way to Huntsville Hospital. At the time I didn't
realize the danger of a trip down the mountain
with squealing brakes, that could fail at any time.

With the motor running again, we arrived at
the Court House. There were many wagons parked
all around the square, and a few cars. Grandpa
said they were model "T"s and model "A" s.

One eould buy anything he wanted, and there
were crowds of men and women picking through
the large selections on each wagon. A few of the
men were yelling to the buyers, telling what they
had to sell. One ear had some large tubs contain-
ing flsh. There were some huge fish - bigger than
the any I had ever caught in the bog. It was ru-
mored that the fish salesman would take out the
entrails and put a quart of "White Lightning" in-
side each fish.

AVERBUCH
Realty Co,, Inc.

7500 Memorial Parkway South #122

Steve Cappaert Huntsville, Alabama 358022267
Business 256/883-6600
Broker-Associate Fax 256/883-6650

651-7517 Mobile stevecappastt®knology.net

This turned out to be true, but I don't think
they sold any of these fish to the policemen.

Everything was astounding to me. I looked
at the tall buildings around the square and
wondered how on earth could people get to the
top of them. I had no idea what an elevater
was.

CLEANING & RESTORATION

Clspdsg ok
1%

¢ Fine Rugs
® Carpets
s Upholstery

829-1010
www.admiraleleaning.net

AND FAITH MEMORIAL PARK
Offering The Simplicity Plan

700 Winchester Road
Humtsville, Al
(256) 852-8500



http://www.admiralcleaning.net
knology.net

I remember that the streets
were paved with bricks and at
one of the street corners was a
man holding what looked to be
a rope.

I asked what that man was
doing, and was told that he was
making the light in the middle
of the street turn red or green.
The cars would cross the street
for a while, then he would pulil
the rope so the people could cross.
People would hope for the best in
crossing the streets.

I also remember the wonder-
ful smell of something cooking,
It was coming from a “greasy
spoon” and smelled wonderful.
I had heard the kids at scheol
tell me how good the hamburg-
ers tasted and how many they
could eat, but I had never had
one.
No amount of begging and
pleading to my grandfather
worked. He said he had a better
idea for dinner. We would go to
T. T. Terry" to have a dime's
worth of cheese and erackers.

We carried our cheese and
crackers to the back of the store
where we used large feed bags
as chairs. It didn't taste good to

“If you want to learn to love
more, start with a frlend you
don’t like.”

Hannah Troup, age 6

me because what I wanted was a
large, greasy, hot hamburger:

T. T. Terry's slogan was "Great
is the Power of Cash," painted on
a sign over the doors ofthe store.

After our erackers & cheese, I
begged my grandpa to see the Big
Spring, To my surprise he agreed,
until he saw the number of steps
he would have to take coming
back up. He finally gave in and we
started down. What a spring! The
water was very cold and not hot,
which I imagined.

We went back up and I went
up the eourthouse stairs to an-
other floor, where I noticed a
drinking fountain. It was
marked "White Only"” and a little
further down was another one
marked “Colored.” I couldn't un-
derstand that and asked about
it. I was teld that was the rule, I
wondered who made that rule
but no one paid attention to me.

My grandmother wanted to
go to Kress's 5&10 cent store. I
was thrilled because I thought
we could buy anything in the
store for 5 cents and no more
than a dime.

1 was shocked beyond
speech when I found out that
was not true, things cost a lot
more. I couldn’t understand why
they tried to fool people with that
sign on the glass windowr.

I ended up with a pair ofblue
socks to wear to Sunday school.
I was happy with that as  wanted

RENAISSANCE
THEATRE

&t Lineoln Center
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a souvenir to take from town.

We found our car and started
on our way home. Going back
dewn the mountain towards
heme Mr. Tabor switched off the
car again and barely held it be-
tween the ditches while I said

CAIRYS = JrtHEs
corfinvate events

256.3%883050

RON COOPER
MARK KIMBROUGH

504 PRATT AVE
HUNTSVILLE, AL 35801

Upcoming Schedule:
Exploding Love
For Valeniine’s! (Age 14+) - Feb. 2-10

Steel Magnolias by Robert Harling
The return of the sentimental favorite
February 9-17
The Piano Lesson
By August Wilson (Age 14+)
February 16-24
1216 Meridian St. - cati 5236-3¥ ¥ Zfor

genaral information and to reserve your tickets.

Tickets available at Shavers Book Store & Lincoln Center Antiques
Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatrs.ne

Billiards - Live Entertainment -Fine Food & Spirits

!
3703 University Drive - 534-6000

—
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prayer after prayer, with my eyes
shut tight.

At the end of the day, I was
really happy to get home, and see
Bingo, my dog, greet me at the
yard gate. The day had been great
but there was no place like home.

I heard years later that Mr. Ta-
bor had ended his life in that
same car, when he was hit from
behind by a another car.

Newe From 1911

- William Moore is being held
here for charges of forgery and
bigamyy. He tried to commit sui-
cide in his cell by eating the heads
of a large number of matches. The
jailer discovered his plight and
administered medicine. Before
eating the matches he wrote let-
ters to his mother, companion
and chiefdetectives.

Also in jail is Harry Bennett
who is aeeused of placing dyna-
mite under his neighlbor’s home.
They have not been getting along,

Real Estate
For Sale in
1907

- $5,500 Two story, 7 room
brick residence on Randolph
Street, large lot.

- $5,000 The old Gordon
property on Lincoln Street op-
posite Presbyterian church.
Large lot and brick house.

- $4,100 Two story 8-room

Jane MeElrey WILLIAMS

REALTOR®

sy $48-9384

Who knows the area better than a
life long resident of Huntsville?

No hassles, no pressure. Just email me @
janemc@lkw.com and I'll be happy to send
you information related to real estate of

brick residence on Randelph
Street, lot 106 = 200 feet.

- $2,000 Buys 17 lots in
Gast's addition on Patterson
Street.

- $2,750 Buys 4-room ten-
ant house on Adams Avenue
with large lot and 3-4 room ten-
ant house in rear.

$2,600 Buys a nice 5-room
cottage on East Holmes Street -
hot and cold running water.

- $2,300 One two story, 7-
room house on Maiden Lane.
Large lot.

- 83 vacant lots on East
Holmes Street - $350 each.

our area.

REALTY

2410 L&N Drive, Suite C
tell free (866) 519-7330

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
Serving The Areasfor Over 30 Years
* Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care

¢ 24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services

¢ Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupationai

Theran

¢ Registered, Licensed & Certified Stafff
¢ Individualized Social Services and Activities

256-772-9243

3891 Sullivan St. ® Madison, AL

Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention
we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is
needed. It’s a difference we are proud of.

Care by Professionals - Lifestyle to enjoy
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A Fight and
a Funeral

Jrom 1875 newspaper

The original fight was about
adog, and it occurred more than
a year ago, culminating in a fa-
tal fight on Friday evening last,
the result of which was a
Coroner's ingquest and a fu-
neral.

Joe Green and John
Schrimsher were on their way
home from town in a wagon,
and when near the place of Elias
Donegan (colored) near the toll
gate on the Whitesburg Pike, they
came across Charles Donegan,
son of Blias, the boy with whom
one of the Schrimshers had had
the difficulty with the dog,

They concluded that right
then was the time to settle the
argument, and proceeded to get
in a row with Charles.

Elias saw the trouble his

son was in and got involved in
the fight, with rocks and wagon
standards being used freely.

One thing is known - that
John Schrimsher's head was
broken, and that he died very
soon from the effects of it, but
whether it was done with a rock
or a wagon standard, or who
struck the fatal blow, no one
could tell.

A strange part of the story is
that John Schrimsher, with his
skull erushed, traveled home sev-
eral miles, part off the way on foot,
exhibiting no signs whatsoever
that his wound was serious. He
died in a few hours after reaching
home.

Elias Donegan and his son
were arrested and on Tuesday
had their trial before Judge
Richardson, resulting in an ac-
quittal. Lawyers for the pros-
ecution were Messrs. Coleman,
Humndley and Cooper. For the
defense were Messrs. Davis and
Jones and Brandon.
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Try Our
Swishi Boat
PARTY
PLATTER

Live Enlteriginment Fri. Nites with
“Edgar”
* Great Wine Selection
* Delicious Sushi Bar

Let us host your upcoming
birthday parties, recep-
tions, club meetings, etc.
Beawttiful and spacious!

8565 Hwy 431 South
Hampton Cove - 536-3690

NTING
SERVICES

www. lindasprinting.com

256.534.4452
Toll Free: 877.534.4452
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edifre than
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3308 Seventh Avenue:. Huntsville, Alabama 35805
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Memeories

These rmernories of Mrs.
Lola Haney wwere recorded in
1995 by Julia Haney, Mrs.
Haney's greatgreat grand-
daughter.

I was born in 1898, in a two
room log cabin near Paint Rock.
My Daddy grew cotton and to-
bacco. One of my earliest memo-
ries is my Mother carrying me to
the fields and placing me on a
blanket in the shade ofa tree while
she helped Daddy in the fields.

By the time I was 6 or 7 years
old, I had to help in the fields,
too. Daddy made me a cotton
picking sack out of old pillow
cases and I helped pick cotton.
My other job was fetching water
for the field hands. My ecousin
and [ were both expected to pick
a certain amount of cotton each

day. One day, realizing we didn't
have enough, we decided to put
some heavy rocks in our bags
to make them weigh more.

When Daddy got home from
the gin he took a belt to both of
us. We learned later that the
rocks had tore the gin up.

Daddy also raised honey
bees. After he robbed the hives
every fall he would take the
honey to Humtsville where he
would trade it. We also dug gin-
seng to trade in town.

Going to town was always a
big event for us. The night be-
fore Daddy would load the
wagon with crock jars full of
honey packed with straw so they
wouldn't break. The next morn-
ing we would get up before day-
lisht, and after Daddy had
hitched the wagon up, we would
start for town.

Late in the afternoon we
would get to Huntsville Moun-
tain (Chapman Mountain). The

Rare, Calllectibles,
with A Huge Selection!

We carry a large selection of signed editions with many
local & regional authors

to finish youwr collection?
Give us a calll

Portraits
_in Time

by lasn Carmey

Introduction by Aunt Eunice

Looking for that rare book

Alabama

Coffee - Teas - Coffee Supplies
Giifts - Expresso Supplies

880-6464

TIMOTHY JAY FOOTE

Aitormeyat Law
timfoote.com

PERSONAL INJURY * IMMIGRATIO N
BANKRUPTICY * DIVORCE
W ILLS/TRUSTS/ESTATE PLANNING

256-489-2217
Toll Free: 877-565-3140

300 Clinton Ave. West, Suite 5
Hiunts ville, AL 35805

No representation (s made that the quality of legal services
0 be performed is greater than the quality of services
performed by other lawyers

Unigue Tea & Cofffee
gift baskets for

Valentines Day

“Flower Arrangements” using
coffee packs in place of flowers.
Check out our “Coffee Bouquets!”

7900 Bailey Cove Road
Across from Grissom High School

6:00 am - 9:00 pm Mon- Sat
8:00 am - 3 pm Sunday



timfoote.com

road going up the mountain was
washed out most of the time and
very steep. There was a
doublehitch station at the foot
of the mountain where people
could rent another set of mules
to help pull their wagons up the
mountain. Our wagon wasn't
that heavy and we always made
it up with our own mules.

Our first stop in town was
at the Big Sprimg, All the people
from out in the county camped
out there when they went to
town. Daddy had a piece of can-
vas he would make a tent out
of, and that's where we spent the
night.

One night it came up a ter-
rible storm and Daddy took me
and Mother to the hotel to spend
the night. He had to go back and
stay with the wagon to make
sure the honey wasn't stolen.
Once someone stole a dog from
someone camped next to us and
there was almost a shooting
before it got settled.

The next morning we would
hitch the wagon and take the
honey up to Harrison’s. Daddy
and the man who had the store
would always argue and shout
for what seemed like hours and

HUNTSVILLE'S
TRAIN STORE

A Medel Railroaders Paradise

finally they would make a deal. We
got paid in hallff cash and half
trade out. Next we would look
up a man by the name of Fos-
ter, who always bought our gin-
seng. He didn't have a store or
an office, but was always hang-
ing around the Courthouse
square. He would look at it real
carefully and if he liked it, we
would go to another place where
they would weigh it. I think we
got paid by the ounce and it was
always in cash momey.

While Daddy got supplies,
Mother and I would go shop-
ping at the other stores. I still re-
member the first store-bought
dress I ever had. Before that
they were always made from
seratchy flour sacks.

When we got done we would
always meet Daddy in the Court-
house yard. He had already
taken the wagon and mules back
to the Big Spring and he would
always spend the rest of the day

You know it's going to be a
bad day when your wife says
“Good morning, Bill” and
your name is George.
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Wiest Station
Amitigroes

Come visit us in
Owens Cross Roads af the
Hiistorie Hornbuckle Garage

on olel Hwy 431.
Phone (256) 725-BOOK (2665)

Books - Paper Items
Postcards - Linens - Quilts
Pottery - China - Glassware

Sterling Silver - Jewelry
Furniture

Vigiit us at our website:
i giinsonbooks.com

3037 Old Highway 431
Owens Cross Roads 35763

286-725-BO0OK (2665)

New Hours: Thurs - Sat 10 - 5
Sun-1-5
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talking to the other men who were
also waiting for their families to
finish shopping, I never knew for
sure but I always suspected the
men were drinking whiskey.

Someone later told me they
had deer in the Courthouse yard
back then but I don't remember
it. The only thing I remember
about any animals there is step-
ping in mule droppings and
Mother washing my shoes un-
der the pump. There were lots
of pigeons too. I remember you
could throw a piece of bread on
the ground and hundreds of pi-
geons would fight over it.

They hung a man once while
we were in town but I don't re-
member his name. Daddy made
me go back to the wagon and
stay while they went and
weatehed. There was a preacher
holding a revival at the Spring
on the same day but more people
were interested in the hanging
than getting saved.

Once Daddy carried us to a
hotel for dinner and we had oys-
ters. Daddy liked them but
Mother and I got sick. Most times,
however, we just ate at the Spring

whatever Mother had ecooked.

The next morning, before the
sun eame up, we would start for
home. On the way we always
stopped at the creek again and
had erackers and cheese that
Mother had purchased in town
for lunch. Going to town was
fun but after being gone for three
days, it was always good to be
back home.

it's hard to believe, but now
you can make the same trip in
a eouple of hours.

Looking for
Mother

Jrom 1869 newspaper
Looking for my mother Lizzle
Fortner who was sold to a man
in Madison County, Al. in 1860.
| do not know the name of the
man who purchased her but he
is sald to have only one arm.
Reward will be paid.

larath
Paintlzlg

Free Estimates
Licensed & Insured
References

We Spedialize in Historic Homes
John M. Bzdell 326-8053

“| was such an ugly baby,
when | was born the doctor
slapped my mother.”

Rodney Dangeirfield

“[Everyone] goes out of their way to see to mom's personal needs'

| am confident of her care’

“My mother's needs are met fully, and the relationship she and | have
established with the Hearthstone family has exceeded my expectations”


http://www.hearthstoneassisted.com
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“It's Cooked In The PH"

Pork Sandwich
Chicken Sandwich
Turkey Sandwich
Rib Sandwich
Pork Plate

172 Chicken Plate
Ribs (Slab)

Ribs (1/2 Slab)
Whole Chicken
Whole Shoulders
French Fries
Potato Saled
Pies

Baked Beans
Green Beans
Hushpuppies

828-8777 8B28-8778

Bill & Rosemary Leatherwood, owmers

Ask Far Our Special
Kid's Menu!

Try Our Famous

Brunswick Stew & Stufffed Potatoes

Speoidity Itevms

Salads

Hot Dogs

Hamburgers

Slaw Dogs

Chili Dogs

Chheeseburgers

Plate Dinners

Chicken Fingers

Rib Plates

1,2 A 3 |b. Pork Specials
and much morelii

Give your wife a break fram the kitchen
tonight! Order OLE DAD'S BARR-B-Q).

We Sell BAREB-Q by The Poundl
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After the
War

Excerpted from "Barly His-
tory of Huntswville, Ala., 1804-
1870, by Brig. General E.C.
Betts and originally published
in 1909. Betts leaves n i doubt
as to where his sympathies
were.

After the close of the war,
and military discipline was re-
lasxted, conditions became un-
speakably depraved. Huntsville
and her citizens sulffered "dep-
redation, robbery, murder, ar-
son and rapine” at the hands of
marauding hordes of "fortes,”
“scalawags" and federal and
Confederate “"deserters.” The
county was overrun with this
scum of humanity, the flotsam
and jetsam of ignorminy itself.
For a great while the local traf-
fle in whiskey was enormous.
The streets were crowded with
the drunken and debauched, and
lawlessness stalked abroad un-
bridled. These conditions were
accentuated by the presence, in
large numbers, of ladies of easy
virtue; who by their indecent
demeanor in all places, and es-
peeially public theroughfares,
lent an air of degradation to the
entire commuumiisy.

Former citizens of the county,
who had become “fortes" during
the war and through fear had
left the country, now returned to
vent their hate and avenge their
own self-imposed dishomnor,
upon the defenseless, who had
lain down the weapons of war
and taken up those of peace.

“Never underestimate the
power of stupid people in

large groups.”
George Carlin

Their lust for blood and insa-
tiable desire for revenge knew
no bounds and recognized no
ties. Confederate veterans now
pursuing the arts of peace, were
deliberately shot and killed
while seated with the remnants
of their farnilies around their
firesides, and while at work in
the flelds.

These general conditions
and special influences cooper-
ated to make the seven years of
reconstruction infinitely and in-
estimably more harsh, cruel
and inhuman than the four
years of bloody war itself.

We have already learned that
the bureau at Humitsville had

formed Union or Loyal Leagues
for political purposes. As these
leagues became stronger, after
the ballot was given the negro,
many negroes were elected to
office through its influence. The
higher and more important of-
fices were preempted by the “car-
petbaggers” and held at the
hands ofthe "Black Man's Party."

These leagues having become
strong in membership and pow-
erful in politics, under the pro-

“It takes only two things to be
& consultant - gray hair and
hemorrhoids.”

Maxine

Alabama

Tall Stories Told about Huntsville

Some true andl some offuncertain reigbliity . ..

Darryl Goldman has told stories before audiences botn

overseas and thromghont the United States. Call (256) 520-1771.
it's a hobby. Darryl is a licensed Realtor® at Keller Williams Realty, Huntsville, AL.

Have a club or group that you
need a

speaker for?

Learmmn about

old Huntsville

in the most

interesting

and

humorous

way.

Darryl Goldman

Nochayge-

www.fsec-hsv.org

Help A Lecal Fa_mlly

and get fully deductible tax
savings for yourselfi!

More than 100 “working poor”
families here in Huntsville need a car.
You can help by donating your used
car and you will recelve a tax benefit.

Your car will not be auctioned, but
will be given to a grateful family.

551-1610

Family Services Center
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tection of the Union troops garrisoned here,
became very disorderly and obnoxious. The
conduct of the members was offensive to the
last degree.

The league meetings were held at night.
Going to and from the meetings the mem-
bers would march, through the streets,
armed, in military formation, and execute
drills about the court house. The meeting
over, many of them would loiter about the
streets, acting boisterously; using abusive
and obscene language, discharging firearms
and making threats ofviolence.

In short, the "carpetbaggers” contrived
every conceivable means of intimidating
the Southern whites into submission.

More or less encouragement was given
these disreputable bodies and their poli-
cies, by the waning opposition of a cer-
tain element of the whites; who were be-
ginning to organize themselves into *loyal"
bands, proclaiming the North; renounc-
ing and denouncing the Confederacy and
all it had stood and fought for.

Prior to the election of 1868, the Ku-
Klux, were not active, locally. Though from
time to time individual corrections were
administered by small bands of Ku-Klux.

With the result of the election of 1868,
came a realization of the enormity of the
danger to the white man and his social
institutions, and the extent of his di-
lemma. After this election Huntsville and
surrounding country had well organized
Klans of Ku-Klux.

The Ghouls, or privates of the Klans
in Madison coumnty, when in active service,
in addition to the regulation disguise and
mask, wore red flannel trousers with white
stripes down the sides, and around the
waist a brace of revolvers.

After the spring of 1868, the newspa-
pers frequently carried Klan warnings and

threats. Printed warnings were posted in prominent places.
Individuals, who by their conduct and associations had be-
come undesirable were given a limited and fixed time to
depart. Failing to take heed, they were captured and se-
verely thrashed, and in some instances, made to leave.

Be it said, however, it was not often necessary to ad-
minister a thrashing; for as a general thing the first notice
received by an individual, signed "Ku-Klux-Klan” was obeyed
without undue loss of time and without argument. The Klan
at Huntsville, deemingI. D. Sibley an uwadesirable citizen,
sent the following warning written mostly in "plain English,"
to him, which explains itself.

"Mr. Sibley, you had better leave heres. You are a thief
and you know it. Ifyou do not leave in ten days we will
cut your throat. We ain't after the negroes; but we intend

Life Insurance-Annuities

Long Term Care Insurance

Up to $100,00 Life Insurance
without a Medical Exam.

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU

2311 - C Market Place Phone
Huntsville, Alabarna 35801 (258) 519-5955

7 Application Program
Fertilization
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Fire Amt Control
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_foryou damn canpetbagger men
to go back to your homes. You
are stealing everything you can

find. We mean what we say.
Mind your eye.”

This notice to a “carpetbag-
ger" illustrates the viewpoint of
the South with clearness;
namely, the negro himself was
not primarily to blame for the
conditions, but the “"carpetbag-
ger" and “scalawag' were.

The activities of the Ku-Klux
became more strenuous and
purposeful as the oppression of
the "carpetbag" regime grew.
During this time, additional
troops were sent to Huntsville
to suppress the Ku-Klux, but to no
avail. Later, martial law was de-
clared over Madison county. Even
this did not seriously impede the
work of the Klan as a social
regulator.

During the reconstruction
period there were elected, from
Huntsville, three State senators,
‘earpetbaggers,’ Spencer, Hinds
and Sibley. The self-interest
which governed the activities of
these unworthy solons, and the
manner in which they were will-
ing to wreck the county to fur-
ther their political ends, is re-
vealed very clearly and unmis-
takably by their opposition as
senators to any legislation
which might emasculate the Ku-
Klux Klan of power.

Though the Ku-Klux had them
marked, and they dreaded the
power of the Klan, they desired
the existence rather than the ex-
tinetion of the Klan. For the rea-
sons, as stated by them, in mo-
ments of rare eandor, that the
continued strife between the
whites and blacks enabled them
to make effective speeches against

“Dear God, My brother told me
about being born but it doesn’t
sound right. He’s kidding,
right?”

Kidrs note to God

the former and thereby obtain the
negro vote.

The most famous parade and
‘riot" of the Ku-Klux-Klan oc-
curred at Huntsville just before
the presidential election of 1868.

A body of Ku-Klux, 1500
strong, rode into the city and
paraded the streets. Both men
and horses were disguised with
masks and sheets. All of their
evolutions were executed with
the greatest precision, skill and

T e

silence. The freedmen were in a
frenzy of fear. One of them fired
a shot; immediately a riot was
on. 'The negroes fired randomly
at the unmasked whites indis-
erimimatelyy. The uwmmasked
whites returned the fire. The Ku-
Klux fired not a shot, but
formed a line and looked on si-
lently. Several negroes were
wounded. Judge Thurlow, a
"sealawag" of Limestone coumtly,
was accidently shot and killed

Carpet Cleaning - Pressure Washing - Water Damage

T ——

waw.dirtbustersrestoratiom.com

New Home Construction

Located a scaant 5.8 miles (that's ten

minutes) from Downtown Hunisville
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by a stray bullet. The whites who
participated received only slight
wounds. The military authori-
ties arrested some of the
Ghouls, who were released later.
This was known throughout the
North as one of the greatest "out-
rages' committed by the Ku-Klux.

This is only one of many
similar "riots" enacted in the
South, and accredited to the Ku-
Klux Klan, as "outrages."

By the year 1870, the mission
of the Klan had been accom-
plished in a large measure. So
nearly readjusted and normal had
conditions become, that the need
of its protection practically had
ceased entirely.

Heard on
the Street
in 1875

- Some thief stole J. J.
Parton's pocketbook - a large
one - from his coat pocket as
it hung in his shop, Monday
last. It eontained only about
$1.30 in eurremcy, but several
notes and other valuable pa-
pers were in there. Some of the
notes were payable to Halsey
& Parton, and others to Par-
ton himself.

He warns persons not to
trade for such notes. He will
give a liberal reward for the re-
turn of the papers.

- Dr. Tutt's Hair Dye is eas-
ily applied, imparts a beauti-
ful black or brown sheen and
acts like magic. Sold by all drug-
gists. Price, $1 a box, wholesale
and retail by John L. Risomn,
Huntsville

- Wanted - to rent a good
piano by a lady who will use it
but seldom and with ecare.
Address Dr. Dickson, Huntsville,
Ala.

- John Portlock's gun-

smith shep was burned last
week. Luckily he was insured.

- For Sale - all the lands be-
lenging to the Estate of George
Jude, deeceased. 600 acres in
three tracts, lying at the base of
a small mountain, finely wa-
tered with springs and wells on
every tract, Just 4 miles north of
Humftsville. Contact John
Weaver.

Peainut Butter Pokies

In a bowl mix 2 egg whites,
1 1/2 eups peanut butter and
1 eup sugar. Drop by
teaspoonful on cookie sheet
& bake at 350 degrees for
8-10 minutes.

DALLAS

MiLL
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Come mest your friesnds for some owit-
standing foodl!

Open 5:30 AM til 2:30 PM
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Musical Instruments

————

New & Used Sound Equipment
Bill & Linda Graviett

820 Wellman Ave.
Huntsville, AL 35801

Fexa256:6121563939
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News From The Year 1882

Texas Revolution Begins

The long-simmering conflict
between Mexico and Americans
in Texas has finally erupted into a
full scale civil war and revolution.

Leaders of the secession
movement today issued their dec-
laration of independence from the
dictatorship of Mexican President
Santa Ana and officially pro-
claimed the creation of the Re-
public of Texas.

For more than a year, the
Texans have been in constant
preparation for this momentous
day. On October 2, the first sig-
nificant battle between the Texan
and Mexican armies took place
on the Guadalupe River near
Gonzales.

This fight erupted when
Mexican soldiers came to re-
trieve a cannon that they had
given the Texans for protection
against Indian attacks. When the
Mexicans tried to repossess it,
the Texans unfurled a battle flag
that said, "Come and get it!" The

Mexicans didm't. Then the Texans
created a navy as well as the
Texas Rangers, and named Sam
Houston, former Tennessee Gov-
ernor, to head an arimy.

Senmninoles on
Warpath

Major Francis L. Dade and
108 soldiers were massacred by
Seminole Indians near Fort
Brooke today and Indian agent
Wiley Thompson was killed
near Fort King, The Dade mas-
sacre was the bloodiest incident
since the Seminoles began efforts
earlier this year to block their
ouster from Florida.

Under two recent treaties,
the Indians were to give up their
lands here and move west by
January 1. The Seminoles’
settlements center around the
Everglades, but stretch from Sil-

lving
Solv h%zﬁlﬁr New Year - New You!
puzzle Cleansing & Weight
256-883-4127 Herbs Loss
Open Monday - Saturday Vitamins
info@ruthsnutritisn.com Massage
Reflexology

Natural Foods

Master Herbalist
Auricular Therapy
Magnetic Therapies
Electrodermal Testing
Rapid Eye Technology

7540-P South Memorial Pkwy.
Rosie’s Shopping Center
Huntsville, Alabama

wwresruthsmnutr] tion.comn

ver Springs to the southern tip of
Florida. Pressure to remove the
Indians has been building be-
cause white settlers want to take
over more of their lands in the
former Spanish province.

Chief Osceola is leading the
Indians with the help of Ne-
groes, some slaves of the Indi-
ans and others runaways from
Georgia, who have encouraged
Indian resistance because they
fear enslavement elsewhere.

New Orleans gets Streetcais

Residents are riding steam-
driven streetcars for the first
time as the line puts its horses
out to pasture. There has been
much opposition to the idea
fueled by the knowledge ofa street
car exploding in New York last
year and injuring 12 people.

Custom Cutls

Lawn & Landscape Service
Commercial & Residential

* Mulch & Sod

* Flowers & Shrubs

* Lawn & Landscape
Management

* Aerating & Overseeding

* Free Estimates

* Commercial & Residential

* References Avallable

* State Certified

Jimmy Stubbs
(256) 828-9224
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Six Shooter
Patented

Samuel Colt has patented a
handgun that fires up to six
shots in rapid succession. The
21-year-old inventor calls the
weapon a revolver because it
uses a cartridge cylinder that
revolves to bring each bullet
under the hammer. Colt carved
the model of his revolver out of
wood while serving as a seaman
on a merchant ship after running
away from home at the age of 16.
He plans to produce the gun in a
factory here and hopes to inter-
est the military. He thinks he has
a good case since the revolver will
greatly increase the firepower of
infantrymen, who now have to re-
load after each shot.

Liberty Bell Cracks

The death knell that sounded
today for Chief Justice John
Marshall dealt a fatal blow to
the Liberty Bell as well, erack-
ing it and silencing the symbolic
voice of American freedom.

The Liberty Bell was cast in
England and recast twice in the
United States, then installed in

the State House (now Indepen-
dence Hall), before the Revolu-
tion.

The bell rang to commemo-
rate significant events in Ameri-
can history, including the first
reading of the Declaration of In-
dependence, in spite of the Phila-
delphians who petitioned to
have it muted in 1772.

Though it may never ring
true again, the Liberty Bell
remains a symbol of American

democrzey.

Indian Village is
Incorporated

Long a meeting place for Indi-
ans, the settlement of Milwaukee
on the western shore of Lake
Michigan in the Michigan Territory
was incorporated as a town today.

Situated at the confluence of
the Menomonee, Milwaukee and
Kinniekinnie Rivers, it was vis-
ited by Father Zenobius of La
Salle's expedition in 1679.
Jacques Vieau, another French-
man, started a fur-trading post
here in 1795.

His son-in-law, Solomon Ju-
neau, arrived in 1818 and is
called the town's founder. Most
other settlers are from New
England and New York.
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THE

PAMA

AGENCY
Professional Academy

of Modeling & Acting

Wiotkshops

Ages 4 and up
Call for details

(256)536-5200
708 Andrew Jackson Way
Huntsville, Al 35801

WWww:pamaagency.com

“It's my cat’s world. I'm
just here to open cans.”

Me Phillips, Madison

"Old Tyme Friendly Service™

717 Prait Ave, NE
Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 Days A Week

Prescriptions Compounded
Computerized Profiles

BellSouth Payment Center
AT&T Phone Center

US Gov't. Post Office - UPS Shipping
{256) 539-7443 - Fax (256) 539-1012
The Only Discount Drug Store With Service”
m
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MADE TO ORDER

L

Penn Dilworth - Chris Craig
Wour Professional Construction

256-539-7704!

2802 Memmorial Parkway S.W.
Hunisville, Alabama 35801
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A
Soldier's
Diary

The following are excerpts
from thejournal of R.S. Dilworth
who woas stationed in Huntsville
in 1862 as part oflithe occupying
Jorces. He was a 2nd Lieut, off Co.
G, 21st Regt, offtthe Ohio Vallun-
teers.

Huntsville, April 13th

Our troops came in this
morning from Chattanooga.
They took 3 locomotives and all
the cars on the road, and
burned the bridge.

One of Alban's boys stopped
at a house and asked for some-
thing to eat, and the fellow told
him that he had some nice hams
in his smokehouse and told him
to come in with him and he
would give him one and it
should not cost him anything
So the boy went with him. And
he took out his bayonet and
stabbed him 6 times but they
came to his assistance, and took
him and found a hole dug in the
smokehouse where he intended

Docior Offfice Copay, Drug Card
and Dental. Medical, Dental, Life
Available for Individual, Family,
Business. Medicare Supplement
Available on Disalhility or age 65
and Up. Shori-Term Effective
Immmediately. Ages 15 Days to 65.

to bury someone.

Huntsville, April 14th

We eaptured 6000 stand of
arms in Huntsville and 5 pieces
of artillery, all concealed in a
cellar for the use of the citizens
in case they were victorious at
Corinth.

Huntsville, April 15

Marched out 4 1/2 miles and
stationed our guards upon a
large plantation owned by an old
bachelor, a hard looking old
crockling he was. He owned 100
negroes on that plantation and
2 others with 200 negroes on
one of them and 50 on the other.
The negroes brought us pies,
cornbread, eggs, milk etc.

Huntsville, April 17th

Provo station courthouse
Huntsville. We of the provos
guard had a gay old time. I cap-
tured one horse, the charger of
a secesh colonel, a splendid
animal he is. I also captured a
secesh spy and searched him
and put him in the lockup.

Huntsville, April 21st

After dinner and still it
rains. A spy examined today. No
more prisoners permitted to
take the oath. Bought one 1/ 2
gallon ceoffeepot for 75 cts. A
right nice piece. Fresh beef for
dinner and ham at breakfast and
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no telling what we will have for
supper. Something very nice of
course.

Specializing i1 Sgegiess
¥ Senilrg TooRalF

Mention this ad and get $5.00
offany repairof$15 or more

“Semior Homecare by Angels™
837-1137

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES!

Part-time with flexible hours for those who
enjoy helping seniors

Parsomal Hygiene,
Homermalking,
Respite,

Meal Prep,
Errands and More
Up to 24 hours
7 days a weelk
www.visitingangels.com
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Huntsville, April 23rd

Up at 1 /2 past 4 a. m. Bought
one fish weighing 3 1bs for one dollar
& twenty-five cents. Bought one book
at Huntsville, a book of poems, &
payed five dollars for it. Orders to
march were received for Stephenson
Al.

Stephenson, April 29th

We left Huntsville at about 11 o'clock
a.m. and arrived at Paintrock at 4 p.m.
and there the bridge had been burned
and let our train run into the River then
we had to walk from thence, to this place
a distance of 8 miles along the railroad
and right through the swamp. We quar-
tered in a new house. Nothing ofimpor-
tance happened through the night.

Stephenson, April 30th

Damp and disagreeable but more
pleasant now. The boys all out for-
aging. We have no rations on ac-
count ofthe bridges having been
burned. Chickens, pigs, bread,
butter, eggs, etc... all brought in,
but not without the loss of some
blood. A dispateh received to
return to Huntsville.

Huntsville, May 1st

We left Stephenson at 8 1/2
o'clock last night and walked out
to the river. A distance of 8 miles
against 11 o'clock and when we
arrived there the train was in
waiting for us.

We are quartered in the depot
hotel. My quarters is the ticket
office.

Huntsville, May 5th

Rained all night last nighit. 24
men ordered under arrest and
put in the guardhouse by Gen.
Mitchell for going into a house

during the rain. He says he will send them home in disgrace.
Col. Norton & Nieblingboth swear that ifhe sends these boys
home the 21st Regt, will go with them.

Huntsville, May 6th

The cars with all the mail was burned. And just where
the capt. had been was found bones of a man burned and a
part of a sword. His ccompany was coming back with the
Division train. We have just returned from the funeral of
old Mr. McKinsey ofco. G. He died with erysipelas. Capt. Albans

Licensed - Insured - References

Repairs

Pavers “NO JOb Too W ”
Curbs .

walk ways  Michael Sylvester
Blocks

Stone 256-694-2469

Stucco

Students and new customers accephed

New Nail Certification
n m¢nt Program - now accepting
students for training
' We are proud to announce that
our services are available to
wy the public. All services are

provided by students.

“ Call Today For
\ An Appointment!

2015 Memorial Parkway (corner of Parkway & Governors)

Pampering Huntsville’s
Pets For 14 Years

HydroSurge Bathing i
Available for Cats and Dogs

Open 6:30 am Mon - Fri

www.vip-grooming.com |

VIP Gmﬂming & 7920 A Charlotte Dr.

Huntsville 35802

Luxurx Pet Hotel 881-0664



ww.ebeautyacademy.com
http://www.vip-grooming.com

& Capt. Vantine's co's escorted us to the funeral.
We buried hirmn in the honors men firing 24 shots
over his last resting place. We laid him in the
cemetery in Huntsville. The wounded are com-
ing in constandly. The hospitals are full.

Huntsville, May 7th

Meore wounded have arrived. J.C. Calhoun's
house taken for a hospital. The most splendidly
furnished house I ever saw.

Huntsville, May 8th

More prisoners. 8 soldiers brought in
badly wounded. 300 cavalry sent out as
scouts. Nothing of importance occurred dur-
ing the day and evening,

Athens May 10th

We left camp at 10 p. m. and arrived at
Athens at 5 a.m. No guards detailed but quar-
ters in the fairground. An attack expected to-
day. General Turchin ordered his men to do
their own will for 3 hours. Said he, I do not
command this brigade for that time. The boys
made a general pitch in, and just more than
raked the town. It was in a sad state when we
arrived there, not a store or house but was
the quarters of some band of soldiers. Too
bad is it not?

Athens AL. May W1th

I was detailed for picket duty. I took post
at 7 p.m. And was not relieved until 1 p.m. of
the ILlth. Nothing ofimportance occurred until
about 1/2 past IT a. m. when a heavy firing of
musketry & riflery atiracted our attention. We
have not learned yet what it was; but our eav-
alry went out in that direction. We had orders
to leave at 1 p.m. for Huntsville and had to com-
ply: Therefore we eould not asecertain the cause
ofthe firing,

Huntsville, May 11

We left Athens Al. yesterday for Hunts-
ville, Al. at 1 1/2 p.m. where we arrived at 5
p.m. We had a very pleasant ride. We are
ordered to be ready to march at a minute's
warning, The mail came in today the first for
some time. The last, all having been captured
or burned by the rebels.

Huntsville, May 12th

J.R. Porter & William Bensinger went out
of our co. as spies and were taken above
Chattanooga. I have not seen a negro since I
have come out but loves their master and
are much better treated than they would treat
themselves. Wherever there is a plantation
you might see a town of negro houses. And
in many instances they are frame and in some
brick. They are all comfortable. Some are anx-
ious to be free but I do not believe they would

stay in the north 2 years if they were free. Saturday
afternoons they dress up and pay their addresses to
their lady loves. They make a big spread on Sabbath
day.

Huntsville, May 16th

H.B. Apger in the guard house for stealing paper
from a citizens boy.

Walter Burns of Co B & one of Co F had their rifles
tied aeross their shoulders and sit on a high bench for
falling en sleep on post while on duty as a sentinel.

2 men one from Co B & one from Co G was put on

For Fasinons Fiishiwg Toudh...

The little things really do count.
Earrings, a belt, bag, hat or pin are the
little things that complete the big
picture of fashions.

Your Valentine Headiquarters!

Find that one-of-a-kind gift for your
sweetheart

Visit with us and see for yourself...

Inspections performed
according to ASHI Standards

Johnny Frazler, Inspector —
Al License #H1-1047

Cell (256) 603-8430 [ l
Home (256) 534-0277
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double duty by Lieut. Lamb for fir-
ing their pieces in quarters.

Abram Kortright of Co. B was
caused to carry a large pole 4
hours for remaining out of camp
1/2 hour over time. The boys all
swear vengeance on Lamb. John
Helt, Jacob Krouse, John Muli,
William Edwards, George Mont-
gomery all of Co B, on double duty
by Burt Lamb.

Huntsville, May 17th

Nothing of importance oc-
curred through the day. Dress
parade at 6 PM. Retreat at twi-
light, taps 8 PM and lights eut and
all quiet at 8 1/2 PM.

Huntsville, May 18th

Sabbath morning clear calm
& beautiful. Inspection 10 AM.
One pass given to 4 men to at-
tend church in Huntsville,

Nothing of note occurred to-
day. Rained all afternoon. 10
men detailed to conduct another
train to & from Shelbyville,
Tenn.

Huntsville, May 20th

Very rainy untill 9 AM when
it ceased and the sun shown out
and the day was fair. We were
post on old J.C. Calhouns
propertyy. They had any amount
of milch cows and the boys did
not lack for milk, onions, let-
tuce & etc & etc. We were re-
lieved at 5 AM of the 21st by the
2nd Ohio boys. We arrived at
camp at 6 AM.

Huntsville, May 21st

Guards detailed, officer of
the day Capt Alban of Co F, Of-
ficer of the guard Lieut Bumpus
of Co 1. Co G has no guards to
day. Co I detailed as pickets. Wet
pouring today. Capt Cusac and
the train have not arrived yet.
Considerable uneasiness as to
their safety has, and is being felt
in regard to their safety.

May 22n, 1862

Capt Wallker & Col Norton
relleved from arrest and their
swords returned unto them.
Guards detailed, officer ofthe day
Capt Canfield of Co K, officer of

guard Lieut Chaney of Co E, Capt.
Walker officer in charge, from Co
G 15 privates one sergt. Lieut
Monroe, of Co F very sick. Noth-
ing further occurred worth noting,

Huntsville, May 23rd

Wet & pouring all day. 60 or
70 prisoners exchanged with the
Col of the 42 Geo.

Huntsville, May 26th

Officer in charge Capt Walker
Co B, 21st O. V, officer of the
day Capt Ewing of Co D, officer
of the guard Lieut Wiley of Co
C, Lieut Porter of Co G officer
of picket guard and relieved me.
The rest is being fitted out with
new clothes. I have just returned
to tent after hearing a splendid
sermon preached by Mr Gaddis,
Chaplain ofthe 2nd O. V. The text
was well handled. He preached a
very appropriate & practicle ser-
mon. When he speaks he cries

T

aloud and spares not.

Declares the whole eouneil of
God whether sinners will hear or
whether they will forbear, rightly
dividing the word oftruth.

He preaches to officers as well
as privates. The day and night
passed off quietly.

Huntsville, May 26th

Orders were received to
march to Athens, Al with 2 days
rations and one cooked. Tents
are being struck and all pos-
sible preparations are being
made to leave the most beauti-
ful camp we have yet occupied.

“My fortune cookle sald,
“Your next interview will
result in a job’ - and |
like your company
in particular.”

Seen on localjob resume




Man marries Daughter
of Old Girlfriend

From 1891 mewspaper

The marriage of John Ring, aged 70, of
Jackson County and Miss Mary Donnan,
aged 20, of Decatur, is somewhat roman-
tie. An old friend of the aged groom says
that Ring was at one time in love with Miss
Donnan's mother, but on account of his
then comparative poverty was forced to see
her wooed and won by her present hus-
band.

He remained true in his feeling, however,
and when his present bride was a little girl
became much attached to her. In appearance
so much like her mother, the old gentleman
found in her childish affection a solace for
the loss of her mother's love.

As the girl grew to womanhood the old
gentleman became a wealthy man, and when
he sought the hand of Miss Donnan a short
time ago found the mother a ready helper
in the match.

The groom has just purchased a fine farm
near Birmingham and will enjoy his last days
in the sunlight ofthe smiles ofhis youngbride.

Mayor Fines Himself

Jrom 1912 newspaper

Huntsville Mayor R. E. Smith, who en-
gaged in a fight with J. E. Pierce, editor of
The Humtsville Times, sat on his own case
in the police court this morning, The case
of Pierce was called first, and
the defendant was discharged
although he entered a plea of
guilty. The mayor next called his
own case and entered a fine of
$10 against himself because of
the fact that he was the aggres-
sor in the affray.
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Old Huntsville Trivia

1880 - City editor Frank Coleman is involved
in a gunfight with two federal marshals. Thirteen
shots were fired but no one was hit.

1882 - Huntsville hires its first black police-
men, Joe Scales and Robert Brandon. Madison
County alse had the only black legislator in Ala-
bama that year, W. P Williams.

Pine Crest Estate

Specialty Care Assisted Living Facility

“To Provide a beliter
off life for

persons with

diepnentiia.” \

Secure home-style environment.
Family-owned to serve family needs.

Serving Huntsville since 1995 - State Licensed
582 Shields - Humntsville, Alabama 35811

Long Term Insuramce Agemt:
FEric Jackson
(256) 880-1839

Huntsville, Alabarma
www.EricJadksonLTC.com

, X

Gemworth"
Financial
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A Horrible Acelident

Jrom 1870 rewsipeiper
We have heard of a very disturbing story

near Scottsboro. It took place during a "House-
raising." As is customary on such occasiois,
chickens had been killed by chopping off their
heads. T\wo little sons of the owner of the house
to be raised saw the chickens thus guillotined
and during the day repeated this operation.

It was just at a time when the men were
lifting a heavy log onto its place. The father,
who was holding one end of the log, casting his
eyes toward the little fellows, saw that one of
them had an ax raised to sever the neck of his
brother, much like what they had seen happen
to the chickens. The father let go of the log to
save his boy, and it fell, killing six men, two
instantly, the others living only a few hours.
The ax fell before the father could reach the
scene, severing the neck of one of his sons.
Thus seven persons were hurled into eternity

in a twinkling,

For Sale

Plenty of men’s clothes, shotgun, dogs and
other assorted husband belongings. Said hus-
band has departed from this eounty and is

not expected to return.
Shom 1901 newspaper
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No Minors in
Pool Halls

Jrom 1907 newspaper

Children will not be allowed
in the pool rooms in Huntsville.
Mayor Smith has given instrue-
tions to the police on the en-
forcement of the city laws and

Healthcare services in the
comfort of your home

Nurses & Nurses Aides
Physical, Speech &
Occupational Therapists
Meedical Social Workers

minors will not be allowed to
enter pool rooms in this city.
Proprietors will be required to
remove their curtains so that
people can see in as they pass
along the street. It is expected
the ruling will be modified to
allow certain minors to con-

tinue shining shoes.
&

D

HealthGroup of Alabama
HOME HEALTH

Medicare Coriified
JCAHO Accredited

. Pain Relief Fooiwi




Abe Pizitz
and Peppa

by Jim Latham

Hazel Battle was the Madam
of a bordello in downtown
Humtsville. It, as well as several
others, were located on part of
what is now the South Hall of
the Von Braun Civie Center.
They were all forced to vacate
when Redstone Arsenal was
opened.

Abe Pizitz ran a dry goods
store on Jefferson Street. Abe
supplied Hazel Battle with tow-
els, sheets and garments for her
ladies.

Abe's father, an Orthodos
Jew from Russia, came to visit
him. He wore a black suit, black
hat and had a long beard.

When Hazel called Abe to de-
liver 2 dozen thick towels Abe

experts have a solution for that, tool

HIWAAY's pro

technicians can help!

had to take his Poppa along as he
had no place to leave him. Abe
delivered the towels and returned
to the car, but Poppa was gone!
Abe could not find him anywhere.
He then went back into the house
where he found Poppa sitting with
one of ladies of the house, in a
lively eonversation.

In Yiddish Abe said, "Poppa,
do you know where you are?”

In Yiddish, Poppa replied,
"You go on, Son, I know what I
am doing!”

Bad Weather

In 1877 Huntsville suffered
some of the worst weather in
it’s history. The temperature
got to 14 degrees below zero,
with a 15 inch snow on the
ground. Iecebergs were reported
floating in the Tennessee River.

If spyware or viruses ere your problem, our

Call or visit our
web site for more
information:

888/244-9229

www. hiwaaycc.net
Not limitad to HIWAAY eccounty,
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Morning & Ewveming Available
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Memories of
Monte Sano

by Newman Ward Office: (256)723-3184
Bess, my wife, and I were out Cell: (256)302-9548  Call me toda on
. Fax: (256)723-3537 my cell number!
riding one early Sunday morning
d a FREDDY HILL Toll Free: (866) 723-3184
mamny, many years ago and de- REALTOR® Email: frhill@nehp.net
cided to go out Pratt, across Serving Huntsville and =}
Monte Sano, and back by all of Madison and
Governor's Way. While on Monte Marshall Counties 10160 Hwy. 431 S., Suite 3 ¢ New Hope, AL 35760

Sano, we made our way to the
Monte Sano Hotel - we had heard
so much about it and were very
curious about what it actually
looked like.

eauty beat
After much calling we

aroused the caretaker, who was SIGOURY GRAY REVEALS THE
not too erazy about showing LATEST TIPS AND TRENDS TO

unannounced visitors through a%%lfr:lHE BEAUTY WORLD THIS

the hotel. But after much cajol- ..
ing, and a bribe of 25 cents, he Boost juice
let us look around. The latest super fruit to
He showed us "Memphis take Hollywood by storm
Row," and teld us that se many is the Himalayan Goji
people came from Memphis ev- Berty. A-listers like
ery year that they occupied an Madonna, Mischa Barton
entire wing. This must have been || &nd Liz Hurley can't get
before 1937 because after that I enough of the powerful,
worked Sundays at the Post Of- antioxidant packed fruit. A
fice. Of course, the Hotel had daily shot of goji Juice is

claimed to protect cslls
been closed for some time by from aging pimprove

then, but was still standing, va- eoneentration and even

cant, with only the caretaker to reduee eslluiite.

keep it compamy. It was sort of For more information call Bazz at (256) 325-6787
sad, actually, such a beautiful or visit our website at

buildimng, www.goljijuiceforlife.net
I don't remember its being

open during my lifetime. It was
situated on the edge of the
mountain with a breathtaking
view of Huntsville. We mostly
looked through the windows at
the empty rooms.

Specilalizing in sealing & striping.

I remember that Charlie We do parking lots, handicap
Crute, the owner of the Lyric and parking and driveways.
Grand Theaters, had a house Call for free estimates
near the hotel. I also remember Cell 656-9357
Ernest Coe who had a hollowed- Office 881-8337

out tree log that he usually slept
in. I believe this was back in the
1930s. I don’t know what hap-
pened to him.


mailto:frhill@nehp.net
http://www.gojijuiceforlife.net

lived in the house. In 1842,
Margaret died, and shortly af-
terwards the Calhoun's eldest
son, Willie, experienced a crip-
pling spinal injury. But possi-
bly the most tragic event for the

The
Calhoeun
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was the death oftheir middie son,
John, at the age of four.
Grief-stricken, the Calhouns
decided to travel abroad to seek
medical care for their son Willie
in France, but it was hinted that

House

by Stefanie Troup

In 1833 Judge William
Smith hired William and The-
mas Brandon to build a house
for him. This home would be-
come one of the largest in the
southeast, spreading eover
12,000 square feet, and hous-
ing one of the most extensive art
collections in the state.

The initial purchase to be-
gin the building of the home was
an order of one million bricks.
Construction began and pro-
gressed slowly because Judge
Smith was not easily pleased.
The building went on for seven
years. In 1840 Judge Smith
died, never seeing the comple-
tion of the house. His grandson-
in-law, Meredith Calhoun, as ex-
ecutor ofthe Judge's will, super-
vised the completion of the house.

The house faced Eustis St.
and included a five-foot brick
wall surrounding the entire
block of what is now Linceoln,
Eustis, Randolph, and Greene
Streets. The 12,000 square foot
house sitting within the brieck
wall was formidable and impeos-
ing with three stories, seven win-
dows across the facade, and a
gleaming copper roof.

Meredith Calhoun, his wife
Mary, their three boys, and the
Judge's widow and Mary's
grandmother, Margaret Smith,

“Castro dies at 108; Cuban
cigars can now be imported
legally, but President Chelsea
Clinton has banned all
smoking in the U.S.”

Headlline in year 2029

Calhoun family during these years

Mrs. Calhoun herselfwas so dis-

Aprx. 3100 sq. ft.

3 bedrooms

2 1/2 baths

Huge family room
Separate Suite upstairs
New heating & A/C
New electrical

New plumbing

New roof

New wood floors

New custom cabinets
Granite counter tops
Intricate moulding

Top of the line appliances
Built-in ice maker

2 gas fireplaces
Custom light fixtures
Custom bookcases
Finished Closets

This 1921 home has been completely renovated - from the
basement to the roof - leaving only three original exterior walls.
It was then rebuilt using only the finest materials and quality
workmanship. The result is a beautiful home with the look and
feel of history - but with the style and comfort of a new home.

There is not another home like this one in Old Town

Gwen Denney
Realtw®

Cell: (256) 651.5898 - Office: (256) 420-3533
Fax: (256)533-1555
Email: gwen®TheDenneyTeam.com
Website: www.TheDenneyTeam.com
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fraught and ill that she required
medical care as well.

While the Calhouns lived in
Europe, the palatial house stood
empty for years and was main-
tained by a stafff of servants. The
interior was filled with the
Calhouns' art collection that
they had amassed during their
travels. It was considered by
many to be the largest and fin-
est private collection in the
South at the time.

During the years that the
great house stood empty, a
friend and neighbor of the
Calhouns, Mary Lewis, com-
mented that the house "...looks
sad.. flourishing with mellowness
over its sad history."

The house was very attrac-
tive to eccupying troops during
the civil war. Unruly prisoners
were kept in the underground
kitchen behind barred windows.
Other parts of the house were
used as a hospital and the
rooms were crowded with beds,
not only for battle wounds, but
for the many soldiers who were
stricken with measles. In 1867
the house served as military
headquarters.

The house was rented in
1874 and used as a dance stu-
dio, and in 1876 it became the
offices of the U.S. Circuit Court
for the Northern District of Ala-
bama.

The most illustrious event in
the Calhoun House's history
was the trial of Frank James in
1884 for a payroll robbery three
years earlier. Huge erowds came
from far and wide to witness the
trlal or just to be near the ex-
citement. James was quite a ce-
lebrity and when he was acquit-
ted, the sympathetic crowds
cheered.

The house, the remaining art
coliection, and the entire block
were sold to Milton Humes in
1887.

From 1895 - 1898 the
Calhoun House served as the lo-

cation for a boy's sechool, the
Huntsville Academyy.

In 1807 a fire struck the
house, and the burned out build-
ing remained an empty eyesore
close to the heart of downtown
Huntsville, until 1909 when it
was sold to L.C. Sugg for
$10,800. This is the house that
cost Judge Smith over $75,000

AUCTION

Upcoming Real Estate Auctions
Humisville, AL

Sat. Feb. 3rd, 10:am - 1529 MieKinley Ave.
Sat. Feb. 3rd, 12:Noon - 2819 Lafayette Rd.
Thur. Feb. 8th,12:Noon- 1324 Washington St.
Sat. Feb. 17th, 10:am -
Sat. Feb. 17th, 11:am - 703 Beirne Ave.

For More Details On These Auctions:
Phone 536-7497

www. nortonauction.com

Pete Horton,
CAl, Auctioneer, SL #213

to build in the 1830's.

In May of 1911 after another
fire, the Calhoun House was
demolished. Today there is
nothing to remind one of it’s
past glories and drama except
for the historic marker at the
location, which deseribes the
trial of Frank James that took
place there.

511 O'Shaughnessy

Rob Walker
Regisiered Represeniabive

robert. walker@awn adivisors com

fobs? Want better saitfask of yaur
over a WONIEP We can

1511 Blackball Lane SE
Decatur, AL 35601
Tel (256) 2276297
Fax {256) 341-5996

Securities offered through
through AXA Natwork, LLC and its subsidiaries.

S L0
wwwAXAonine.com
AXAAdvisars, LLC (NY, NY, 212-314-4800) member NASD, BIPC. Annuity and insurance products offered

QIE-20486(k) (11/04)
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Hunisville AND Decatur!

Buy One Adult Video, Get | Free

Videos from $14 95-$32.95
Valid 2/2/07-2128/07 eMpt kX 055

7 Nights for only $7

Adult Video Rentals
Valld 2/9007-12031/07

[ , Buy 1 Turkish Waterpipe or Hookah

Get | Gram of Salvia(7) Free
Valid 2/9/07 - 2/28/07

$1.00 Beers

domestic brands
Valid 2/9/07-2112/07

$1.50 Wine Mini’s

Ali brands
Valid 21907- 2/12/07

Shop for Vallemftines Next Door:
$5.00 offf Sexy Lingerie |

Ex i !
otic Entertaimment 10% O Toy Purchases

I Valentines Gift Baskets on Sale!

Valid
bldasures +

leasires

One Stop VIDEO Shop

More Pleasures More Pleasures WDleasures . Pleasures
4925 Um’vam'tyﬂﬂ 1711 CeatmlPkwy. 4925 MW@Y ]WIIWM
FHuwtsville, AL Decatwr, AL Hunesville, JIL Domtiery, AL
837-9468 584-0069 830 0069 584-0069
MTK 10-10p.m.
Girand apewing endls at Midhght Grand opening ends at 1000 pm. F-Sat 10-midhight -Satlin-Gp.m.

Sun 12-6 Sun. cbsedl
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Old Humisville

Crossword

created by Bob Spencer
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The 2007 Old Huntsville Calendar
with historic photos from
Humisville’s past

Available |
Now!!!

Send $12.00
plus $2.50 for S&H to

" 1 19 20 o Old Huntsville Calendar
e o— s I 716 East Clinton Ave.
15 . r_ Huntsville, Al. 35801
' ﬁ l ! Or calll (256) 534-0502
2 25 o 127 ]
- { L Makes the perfect
= - Holiday Gifict!
34 > 135
- Supply Is limited
Answers on page 52
Acirass Down
2. GWL , Consuliing Engineers, Est. 1586 1 First Steit___In service, 1901
& Némeofiautbrobile manuiiottivetiom R iomes Avsonal] 2. Big Spring Music Celebration
1947 3 Huntsvilie's siogan Is "Tire____ |ssNibatTHesLluimitt"
8 Bud . Long-time Sth district Congressman 4, The Spamisih___ cuttiresssk Killent 305 meaghésiin Hiurismilles,
9. Flve Poirits_ Miskettopemesim 1511 1918
; 5. 109 German Scientists and their families became U.S.
1 The Von Braum Caibarwessdistionéet] 1075 Citizens on *__ it Dy i it 165
13.  Panoply Of The , opened 1982 E i » ienHHLTsilisiin TERE2
6. Maple Cametteyyimesett Humisvilles 6. Anew___ S A R
17, HilimgvilldsssAutbonuitiiés Simsmsad Limitim 108%wens 102 Sano, 1935
18,  Russstl __ Hibieslofffoieiy opeseetim 115510 9. __-Quest, an interactive museum in Huntsvilie
22, ____ Held ground-breaking ceremonies for new 10.  The Huntsville/Madison Co. Library has 8 , 2006
taciiity at Church and Clinton Sts_,1989 12 Stk Hilstissilles Flioes Ghiof 15853
23.  Evank___, President Huntsville City Council, 1930-1948 1 s h st mss T
24,  The "TOP___ LOUNGE; fivvilesgpatiesiimg plasfosr ' -
rocket scientists and engineers closed, 1989 1e. eIt ixncamen tthe HHIE HRubting
25, Ry resomventittfee HHumreamitta e Awearc, 10822 18, Marte Sanoiis lalian ftor Wourtdinof______™
27. THesHiluntsville Tirousit pressroees rovestiheam GEED 20 Grand opening off__-WNifiitee Hamithurgers,, 1964
acres on Monte Sano 21, ___Tiowen. Qe off it 2 Histaie Distiais
28.  ___ Eliléiivgg  Ezalyy Oifices builéivgférr SinesChmitanibrss 24. Huntsville established official city slogan * ,
20, Hiumitesdlle St loqpmevel] 10227 Hustling, Huntsville”, 1522
33, The Bon-__ NituéhcametiRest taursantopenest, 1053 1 26 __ BiotfersSupermeskettopeser), 19522
Tieitohithi) ciésttoypetityyfifes, 19733 27. Law of 1889 prohibited women off _____character from
s The_HHnm fobi. tyyfies. riding horses in downtown Huntsville
. ? it rnz obfFIG :m1 28. Whitesibung - In Theatre opened,1949
B g THESTUTHY & otframulégyy of Huntssiles. 3.  Presidamit__" Eisenhower Dedicated MSFC, 1960
37.  Mumisswiliss” - Light® district was shutdown Jan. 1, 82 __ Mottt lous il phayen. sttrtewith Wit iigstm

1914

Senators. 1960

Lo 55 B 555 5550 e s ']
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In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.

While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more
employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers

insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the same
location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777






