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The Red
Dress

by Elizabeth Edwards

As a young woman Susan
would lie in bed, early in the
morning while it was still dark
outside, and wonder what it
would feel like to be in love. She
knew it would make her feel
warm and giddy all over. She
could even visualize feeling light-
headed as she fantasized about
an imaginary beau who would
sweep her up in his arms be-
fore carrying her off to a never-
never land where they would live
forever.

Unfortunatelyy, most times
her dreams would be inter-
rupted by the crying of a baby
or the loud snores of her hus-
band. As she pulled herself out
of bed to begin preparing break-
fast, she would once again come
face to face with the stark real-
ity of her life.

She was a married woman,
with a child, and love was some-
thing she would never know.

Susan Baxter was born in
Huntsville in 1919, the daugh-
ter of a God-fearing man who
made a living delivering coal to
homes around town. He and his
wife were solid pillars of the

community; never raising their
voices, always paying their bills
on time and attending church
every time the doors were open.

The churech they attended,
Brother Sharp’s “Welcome All
Congregation”, was located on
the fringes of a neighborhood
in Humisville known as the
Honey Hole, a noterious area
where gambling, bootlegging and
prostitution flourished openly
with little interference from the
authorities. The church was a
small frame building that had
probably once been a store but
had grown into such disrepair, the
owner was willing to rent it for the
few dollars a month Brother
Sharp paid.

The Welcome All Church was
in many ways typical of the
small independent churches that
were a phenomenon of the
southern culture. Part Baptist,
part Holiness and part Pente-
costal, the congregation usually
focused on a charismatic leader
who interpreted the “Word” ac-
cording to personal “revela-
tions” he received from God..

The services were conducted
in the typical "Hell, Fire and Dam-
nation” manner with all the
women and girls sitting on one
side and the men and boys on
the other. All the women wore
long black cotton dresses, with
the hems brushing the top of
their shoes, and their hair tied
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up in tight buns on top of their
heads. The men wore white,
long- sleeved shirts with the top
button always fastened no mat-
ter how het it was. Adorinments
such as hair bows or suspenders
were frowned upon, and public
displays ofaffection were thought
ofas being scandalous.

“The whole time I was grow-
ing up,” Susan later remem-
bered, “I never saw a husband
hold his wife’s hand.”

The Welcome All Church was
not as inclusive as the name
might suggest. Brother Sharp
taught that the world was a sin-
ful place and that true believers
should limit their contacts with
outsiders. To have any social
contaect with someone not be-
longing to the church was con-
sidered improper. Children were
sent to school for only a few
years, just long enough to ae-
quire a crude understanding of
the basic skills, before being
pulled out so they would not be
corrupted.

Despite Susan's meager edu-
cation, she became a voracious
reader, eagerly devouring every-
thing she got her hands on. As a
young teenager she discovered the
“Dime Romance Novels”, a popu-
lar series of romantic novels that
sold for a dime. All the novels had
the same basic theme; boy meets
girl, boy and girl fall in love, boy
and girl get married and live hap-
pily ever after.

—

Susan had to hide to read the
novels as her parents would not
allow any book except the Bible
in the house. The one time she
was caught reading one she was
forced to “confess and ask for for-
giveness” in front of Brother
Sharp.

The first inclination that her
life was about to change came
when she was fifteen years old.
One Sunday morning as she was
about to leave the church and
walk home with her parents, her
father told her to wait; Edwin
Sharp, the son of Brother
Sharp, wanted to walk her
home.

Edwin Sharp was a young
version of his father. Tall, rail
thin, never smiling and always
with a Bible in his hand ifhe was
not workimg. At twenty-two years
old, he was considered to be one
of the most eligible bachelors in
the church.

For the next several weeks
Edwin walked Susan home ev-
ery Sunday. There wasnt much
conversation; they really didnt
know one another enough to feel
comfortable talking about every-
day things and they had nothing
else in common. Mostly they
justwalked in silence.

One afternoon Edwin and his
father suddenly appeared at
Susan’s home. Her mother,
quickly sizing up the situation,
took her into the kitchen where
they remained until the visitors

In 1939 Huntsville was recov-
ering from the Great Depression.
Money was hard to come by and
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had left. When Susan entered the
room where her father was, he
motioned for her to sit down.

“Brother Sharp’s boy has
asked for your hand in mar-
rlage.”

One look at her mother, sit-
ting with hands folded and a
sraile on her face, told Susan
that her future had already been
decided.

“I den’t want to. I dont love
him! I don’ hardly even know
him!”

Mother tried to be persua-
sive. “He’s a good provider and
he’s a good God-fearing man.
What else eould you want?”

Susan burst out erying. “I
don’t love him. Can you under-
stand?”

The argument continued un-
til finally her father put an end
to it. *Love has nething to do
with it. Those books have put
silly ideas in your head. You will
do what is best for you!”

As hard as it may sound te-
day, Susan had little echoice. She
could either agree to the mar-
riage and make everyone happy
or she eould refuse and become
an outcast among her own fam-
ily and friends.

Susan Baxter and Edwin
Wallker were married five days
after her sixteenth birthdsyy.
Years later she would recall the
cereimony. “While Brother Sharp
was praying, a train passed by
behind the echurch. Its whistle
wes blowing and I remember
wondering where it was going,
Suddenly I decided I wanted to

just walk out of the ehurch and
go with it. I trled, I really tried
but my legs would not move. I
didn’t have the courage.”

The next week was busy as
the newly married couple moved
into their own home and church
members stopped by with wed-
ding gifts. Edwin’s mother,
Lula, purchased a new clock for
the new bride. Susan was
thrilled with the present until
she learned its purpose.

“Edwin is just like his fa-
ther,” Lula explained. “He likes
his breakfast - one egg , one bis-
cult and two slices of bacon at
exactly 6:15 every morning and
dinner should be on the table
at 6:00 sharp every evening, He
needs a clean shirt every Sunday,
Tuesday and Friday and he likes
the collar starched.” This was fol-
lowed by another fifteen minutes
of detailed instructions of what
BEdwin expected from his wife.

Completely overwhelmed,
Susan blurted out. “But what if
I don’t want te?”

A puzzled look appeared on
Lule’s face. “But why would you
not want to?”

Lula Sharp was a huge
woman, probably tipping the
seales at about two hundred and
seventy flve pounds and with a
heart just as big, Although her
hair was snow white, her upper
lip boasted a black moustache.
She later confided to Susan that
she had once tried to shave it
but her husband had forbidden
it, saying she was vain.

Despite the difference in age,
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the two women became frierids of
a sort. Susan called her husband
Mr. Sharp, just as the other wives
called their husbands by their last
names. One day while washing
clothes Susan asked Lula what
her husband called her. Try as she
might, she could not ever recall
Brother Sharp calling his wife
by any name.

Lula looked startled by the
question but was to honest not
to reply. After thinking for a long
moment she replied, “Woman.”

“What does Edwin eall you?”
Lula asked.

Susan did not have to think
about the answer. “Nothing,”
she replied as she angrily sorted
through the dirty clothes. “He
never calls me anything.”

Lula, perhaps remembering
when she was a child bride,
wrapped Susan in her massive
arms. “Homey, you just have to
pray. We all have our places in
this world.”

Years passed and Susan
tried to become the dutiful wife.
Dinner was on the table every
night at 6:00 and she starched
the collars of her husband’s
shirts. A daughter, Lizzie, was
borm.

Office Relocation
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And every night Susan would
lie in bed with a stranger,
cringing at the thought ofhim even
touching her.

One day when her daughter
was about four years old Su-
san was shopping and, without
thinking anything of it, pur-
chased some paper cutout dolls.
That afternoon when Edwin came
home Lizzie was sitting on the
floor cutting out the dolls and
dressing them in various outfits.
With hardly a second look he
grabbed the dolls and threw them
into the fireplace, saying, “She’s
got no business with such foolish-
ness.”

Suddenly a feeling of revul-
sion and hepelessness engulfed
Susan. For a split second she
saw her daughter’s future. Her
daughter would grow up to be
just like her and it would be
Susan’s fault.

Grabbing Lizzie in her arms,
Susan ran from the house. For
hours she wandered the streets
of Huntsville, her mind in a tur-
moil, trying to decide what to
do. Finally, hours after dark,
Susan returned home. Her hus-
band was sitting on the front
porch waiting for her.
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Without any preamble Susan
put inte words what she had just
dared to think about before. “I
want a divorce.”

“That’s impossible,” he re-
plied with a blank look on his
face. “Why would you even think
something like that?”

Susan tried to explain. “I just
doni't love you and I have never
loved you.”

When Edwin reached for his
bible Susan fled to her
daughter’s bedroom where she
made a pallet on the floor. The
next morning when she got up
he had already left.

That afternoon Edwin was
late getting home from work.
When he did arrive he was ac-
companied by his father and
mother as well as several other
members of the church. Brother
Sharp motioned everyone to be
seated and announced, “We need
to pray for Satan to leave our
sister.”

Susan lost it. “Get out of my
house!” she sereamed. “Get out
ofmy life! Get out!”

During the next several
weeks Susan moved out. She
rented a room in a boarding
house and found ajob. The lady
who ran the boarding house
agreed to watch Lizzie while
Susan worked. But, if she
thought her troubles were over,
she was mistaken. It was 1939
and divorces were almost un-
heard of.

She talked to an attorney
about a divorce and was told it
would be expensive and hard to
get. Edwin was a good husband

and it was doubtful the eourt
would rule against him. “In faet,”
the attorney told her, “Edwin
will probably get ecustedy of
your daughter if he tries.”

Edwin must have been talk-
ing to the same lawyer. Several
days later Susan returned to the
boarding house to find that he
had taken Lizzie. That afternoon
she econfronted Edwin and, with
tears in her eyes, begged him to
let her have her daughter back.

His eyes were stone eold
when he replied, “Come home,
do the Lord’s will and you can
see her.”

Edwin, his family and the
congregation made it impos-
sible for her to have any contact
with her daughter, no matter how

SPRY FUNERAL
AND CREMATORY
HOMES INC.

Family owned and operated
since 1919

(256) 536-6654

We now have the first phase of
Valley View Cemetery

mpen with 100 acres reserved for
future development.

(256) 534-8361

InterSouth

jproper 7

Phone (256) 830-9160
Fax (256) 430-0881

“Leasing and Managing Humitsville’s Premier Office Buildings

* Park West Center

* University Square Business Center
*$215 Madison Blvd.

* Park West Center

g D> \Visiusavwwwimtssuthhppopeetitisscoom

Shaver's

Top 10 Books
of Local &
Regional Inferest

1..52 Weekends in the Temnes-
see Vallleyby Charles & Daniel Frew
2495

2. Humisville Skeltchbook: full
color paintings of the Huntsville area
by the Botanical Garden $39.95

3. Mhrough the Garden Gate:
The Gardens ofHistoric Humisville
by Donna Castellano  $30.00

4. The Civil War Journal of
Mary Jane Chadiick; Huntsville
during the Civil War, by Nancy Rohr
$16.95

5. Wihen Spirits Weallk: Ghosts
of Hazel Green, Dallas Mill & more
by Jacque Gray $15.95

6. Winy is it Named That? 250
Place Namas in Huntsville/Madison
County (new edition with a
few corrections) by Dex Nilsson
$13.95

7. Huntsville Then and Now:
A Wl through Downtown (Book
& Color CD) by Fred Simpson
NEW PRICE $19.95 (was $29.95)

8. Life in the Skillet: Good Ole
Days in Lick Skillet, Ala. by Pastor
Harold Fanning  $13.99

9. Life Along a Dirt Road:
Mernmories, stories & lessons
learned in the rural South by
Pastor Harold Fanning  $12.99

10. Garden Views of Decaitur
& Morgan County; Beautiful Color
Photos by Charles Seifrled and Jim
Felder. $34.95

Mail orders add $2.50 per/book
Alabama residents add 8% tax

Shaver's Bookstore
(256) 536-1604

shavers @ mindspring.com
2362 Whitesburg Dr.

Wiitesburg at Bob Wallace
Huntsville, Ala. 35801



http://www.intersouth-properties.com
mindspring.com

hard she tried. The only time she
could see Lizzie was at church
where she was surrounded by his
familyy.

Days, weeks and months
passed. Susan attended every
church service hoping for a
chance to hold her daughier’s
hand or to tell her how much
she loved her. In a perverse sort
of way many of the church mem-
bers seemed to approve of the
arrangement. There was no di-
vorce and it was clear to every-
one that Edwin was still in eon-
trol of his wife.

Susan had given up all hope
when one afternoon she stopped
at a used clothing store hoping
to find something that would fit
her. She had sorted through
most of the clothes and was
about to leave when she noticed
a dress at the bottom of a box.
It was bright red, of a silky ma-
terial with bows on each shoul-
der. It was the kind of dress you
would have expected to see in a
burlesque show. For the first
time in months a smile played on
her face.

The next Sunday, Susan timed
her entrance into the church per-
fectly. Brother Sharp was in his
element, condemning everyone
who did not believe like him to
eternal Hell, and the congregation
was on their second round of
Amen’s. Looking straight ahead,
Susan slowly made her way down
the aisle and took her regular seat.

Gasps broke out as the mem-
bers gawked at the red dress.
Never had the Welcome All
Church been defamed in such a
way. The congregation shifted
their attention to Edwin who was
sittingin his customary place star-
ing straight ahead, his face almost
matching the color of Susan’s
dress.

After the service Edwin con-
fronted her, telling her that she
eould not dress that way in
chureh. Susan looked at him
coldly and said, “I want Lizzie and
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I want a divoree.”

It became almost a dramatie
comedy. Each week Susan would
show up wearing the red dress
and Edwin would grow more
flustered as the congregation
whispered and pointed. At the
end of one service a group of
members actually approached
him and demanded that he do
something about his wife.

It was obvious that something
had to be done, so Brother Sharp
took matters into his own hands,
announcing that the next week he
was going to preach from the Let-
ters of Paul. Everyone knew what
he meant. A woman was to be
submissive to her husband and
obedient in church.

The next week began like a
repeat of the previous weeks.
Susan, dressed in her bright red
silky dress, made her way to the
woman’s section where she took
her seat. Edwin was in his seat
staring straight ahead and try-
ing to ignore the looks and whis-
pers.

Brother Sharp started off in
good form. Quoting scripture,

he explained how the Lord had
ordained that everything in his
kingdom had a place and a
woman’s place was to be sub-
servient to her husband.

“At the end of time God will
take his vengeance,” he shouted,
“and you had better be ready!”

Warming to his own words,
he let his voice rise to a feverish

piteh as he railed about women
who adorned their bodies with
faney clothes, ribbons and bows.
Suddenly, just as his voice
reached a rousing crescendo, he
stopped in mid-sentence while
staring at the women’s section.
BEvery face in the church
turned to look as Lula Sharp,
the preacher’s wife, reached into
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her bag and pulled out a small red
bow which she earefully fastened
to the shoulder of her dress. Tit-
ters oflaughter broke out among
the congregation as they struggled
to keep their compostuiie.

The following week Edwin
agreed to the divorce, explaining
that his father had had a
revelation.

Nine years later my grand-
mother met her true love. They
were married and lived happily
ever after until her death in
1992.

She never talked about
religion except to say that her God
was one oflove, not of vengeance.

1917 Want Ads

- For sale - Or will trade -
Ford Touring Car. Rebuilt car
with racing body, two seats,
40 gallon gas tank, new tires
all around, four extra tires. En-
gine in A No. 1 condition.
Address Exchange, care of the
Mercunry.

- For Rent - two furnished
rooms for light housekeepimg,
$10 per month. Mrs. S. R
Metealfe, Phone 131

- Bargain - 4 room house in
good condition; large garden spot
in rear of home. $500 or will
trade for livestock. 80 acres of
land $800. Contact A.J. Howell
at the Market.
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A Letter to
the Editor

from 1863 Richmond,
Virginia newspaper

It appears we have appointed
our worst generals to
command forces, and our most
gifted and brilliant to edit
newspapers!

In fact, | discovered by
reading newspapers thatthese
editor-geniuses plainly saw all
my strategic defects from the
start, yet falled to inform me
untll it was too late.

Therefore, I'm readily willing
to yleld my command to these
obviously superior intellects,
and I’ll, in turn, do my best for
the Cause by wrlting editorials
- after the fact.”

Robert E. Lee, 1863
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An Expensive Cow

from 1919 newspaper

There is a man in Huntsville who pays $2,000 a
year for the privilege of keeping a cow. He is a sane
man, a business man, a man of family and generally
respected in the commmumityy.

His poor relatives declare him a freak, and his
neighbors shrug their shoulders and murmur things -~~~ 7~ 7~
about rich men's whims.

The way of it is that he possesses a valuable build-
ing lot in a choice residence portion of the city, and
having nothing else to do with it, he put a nice little fence
around it and quartered therein his pet Jersey cow.

The cow was an artistic cow and harmonized well
with the green turf and little bushes, so people rather
admired the arrangement.

One day a man came along from Paint Rock who
theught he would like to build on that particular lot,
6 he hunted up the owner and made him a spot cash
offer of $30,000 for the land. His offer was refused,
politely and decisivelyy. “But,” remonstrated a relative
aghast, “that would pay you $2,000 a year! Why did

you refuse it?” I ] '
The rich man lit a cigar and turned a ealm face on his LE oo l)( all.
aceuser. “Yes,” he assented in a puzzled way, “but what 964 Airport Road * 820 2920

would I have done with my cow?”
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Buried
Treasure in
Hazel Green

by Charles Rice

An oft told tale in northern
Madison County concerns a bur-
ied treasure that supposedly
was hidden 130 years ago near
the town of Hazel Green. Now
dont get excited and run off to
look for it, because it is said to
have been found long ago. Well,
it just may have been - if it ever
existed.

The swashbuckling story
concerns the quite respectable
Townsend family, early settlers
of our region and very wealthy
cotton planters before the War
Between the States. We leave it
to you to decide how much truth
there is in the tale.

The patriarch of this old
Madison County family was one
Parkes Townsend. Bern in
Lunenburg County, Virginia, in
1795, Townsend had left his
home in 1827 to seek new lands
in Alabama. He grew rich here
and fathered a large family be-
fore his untimely death in De-
cember 1849 at the age of only
54. Even after his property had
been divided among his heirs,
it remained quite impressive. In
fact, in 1860, just before the
Civil War, Townsend’s widews,
Mary, still held title to $30,000
worth of land, while her per-
sonal property was listed at
$74,870. This was a virtual

C.I. Garvin Feed & Seed

Lawn & Garden Supplies

fortune in those long ago horse
and buggy days. Townsend’s
son Daniel owned $20,000 in
land plus $51,685 in personal
propertyy, while another son
named Samuel claimed some
$18,120 in real estate and
$151,000 in personal wealth.
Exaline Townisend, apparently a
widowed daughter-in-law, owned
land valued at $36,000 as well
as a personal estate of $50,000.
Clearly, the Townsend family
was among the wealthiest in
Madison Counmty.

This much of the story is
verifiable. However, what fol-
lows clearly falls into the realm
of legend. According to old tim-
ers around Hazel Green, in 1862
some of the Townsend family
became frightened at the ap-
proach of the invading Union
Army. Realizing the “thieving
Yankees” would take everything
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they owned, they loaded several
barrels with gold and silver and
drove off one evening after dark.
Allegedly, a slave or two accom-
panied them. Stopping at a
large walnut tree somewhere
near Charity Lane, the
Townsends ordered the slaves
to dig a deep hole and conceal
the treasure. Then, imitating the
bloodthirsty pirates of the Span-
ish Main, these respectable Ala-
bamians supposedly murdered
the inoffensive slaves and threw
their bodies into the pit. Refill-
ing the hole, the Townsend men
returned to their homes to
guietly await the return of peace.

So what do you think hap-
pened next? You guessed it.
Somehow the walnut tree mys-
teriously disappeared during
the course of the war, and the
Townsends ecould never find
their treasure again. Foolishily,

Yes! We Caiterll!

W o~
s
Fishirv
or Carry-out!

883-0187

4800 Whitesburg Drive

533-7599

800 iivimes Ave. Five Points

ABA-T&11

Madison
On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart
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itwould seem, they rented the land
to a stranger - a virtual share-
cropper, more or less. After about
two years, the stranger up and
disappeared one day. No one
around Hazel Green ever saw him
again, but he reportedly bought
himselfa fine farm in Tennessee
and lived there happily ever after.

A good story, right? But re-
alistically, could such an event
actually have happened in Ala-
bama? Slaves in the antebel-
lum South had few legal rights,
but one simply eould not go
about murdering African-Ameri-
cans with impumity. Surely, the
Townsends’' other slaves would
have talked, and the Union Army
would have taken action even if
the Alabama authorities did not.
Furrthermore, were the
Townsends really such a brutal
lot? This prominent family re-
mained in the area long after the
war, and retained the respect of
their neighbors - something that

Need Someone
to talk to
your Club?

Long time Humtsville native
and regular writer for Old Hunts-
ville, Johnny Johnston wili be glad
to speak before your group about
Huntsville, the way it used to be.
There is no charge.

He is a highly regarded
speaker whose talks about
Huntsville's history are guaranteed
to keep the audience enthralled.

Call Johnny Johnston
(256) 656-9575

would net have been possible had

they been viewed as murderers. |

Perhaps something really did
happen back in 1862. Maybe the |
Tewnsends hid part of their |
wealth and could not find it again. |
And just possibly a tenant farmer
did discover it, and take off for ‘
parts unknown. But the rest of |
the tale has too much of the “Yo E :
ho ho and a bottle ofrum” initto | l
be believed. It sounds rather like
some of the old boys at the Hazel l
Green town “liars’ bench” had
been reading about pirates,
peglegs, and Long John Silver
and simply decided to spice
things up a bit. After all, the l‘

Humitsville's Newest & Most
Modern Faility

real fun in any story is the tell-
ing of it, isn’t it? '

“Angels are in charge of
helping heal sick dogs and
cats. And if they don’t make
the pets get betier, they
help the kid get over it.”

Chelsie Smith, 8

|

Brookshire Health Care
Skilled Nursing Facility

4320 Judith Lane
Huntsville AL 35805

se) 837 1730
Fax (256) 430 3287

Commiitted to Compassion
Siriving for Excellence
Serving Respomsibly

Our Team Includes:

Physiclans, Nurses, Physical Therapist,

Occupational Therapist, Social Worker, Speech Therapist,
Actlvities Director and Registered Dietician.

Short term rehabilitation, long term care, & complex medical care:
Whether the need is for short term rehabilitation,
or whether you would like to make Brookshire Health Care Center
a home for you or your loved one,

we look forwardéolhéaring droovhganing from you.




News from 1909

- A responsible business man of
Huntsville has said that for $200 he will find
the main stream of the big spring on the
Little Mountain and provide water enough
to supply the city. The gentleman wants the
money for his trouble and it will not have to
be paid him if he fails to find the stream.
The matter will probably be taken up at the
next city council meeting,

- That puddie in front of the Post Office
Cafe is still there. It has been there ever since
the square was paved. A load efluka gravel
would save the skirts of many of the ladies
and prevent some hard words from being
spoken by the gentlemen who must pass
there after heavy rains. People walk through
the court house yard to keep from passing
the unsightly place and this will finally hurt
the business on that side ofthe square, for
when the number of passersby is eut down,
the rents go down also.

- That deer in the court yard is going to
cripple someone yet and who is going to pay
the damage? Is the county responsible? Put
the buck in a fenced-in corner of the yard
or else have him removed entirely from the
court yard.

- The policemen on day duty presented
an imposing sight when they began their
rounds on horseback. From now on every
section off the city will be covered during the
day by the mounted men. This has been the
law for years but it has been neglected and
many of the policemen found it more com-
fortable to walk than to ride herseback.
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Behind the Red Caboose on
Churrch Street

Phone 489-9300

Wide Screen TV
Private Canfference Room
Food served inside and on the patio
Available for holiday parties

Huge Menu off Fun Foods prepared
by owr own chef.

Incuding:
Steak Phiilly Park Chop Nuggets
Crtfish Filllet Fried Mushrooms

Chicken Cardon Bleu Jalapeno Poppers
Monte Sano Chicken Chicken Fries

Fajitas Carrn Nuggets

Cheese Sticks Fried Squash

Fried Zucchini Sauteed Shrimp
Quesadias Fried Green Tomatoes
Chnicken Piilly Fried Okra

Classic Club Bourbon Glazed Salmon
Filet Mignon Loaded Puitato Skins

Bzittered French Fries

Live music on the "Dzpolt Patio”
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Antigues & Estate Auction
July 15,2007 @ 1:30PM!

Preview auction items from noon until 4 PM on July 14 the day before the auction event and
two hours prior to the start of the auction on Sunday July 15. No buyer’s
premium, free parking, air conditioned, adequate loading help, estate &
consignment goods. This promises to be an incredible auction. There will be
a good selection of very fine antiques including bronze works, Art Deco
figures and other fine items, inlayed furniture and more from several local
North Alabama estates and collections.

Right Rare Antique Jaeger-Lei'ounitre Clock

Rare Elephant Clock with pendulum on the trunk, Circa 1980, beautiful needlepoint arm
chair, inlayed desk/dressing table, cut crystal, silver plate, rare Art Decco metal figure of
Salome with bronze finish, painting of a 16th Century lady, cut crystal punch bowl, kmeehole
desk, sideboards, sofa & more. Fine mahogany corner cabinet, wonderful room size oriental
rug, large 24 X 36 inch framed oil on canvas signed by the artist, drop leaf gate leg antique
table, desk or dressing table in oak also antique, vintage walnut radio in faux 3 drawer chest
style, more to come! Some of the best small antiques we have ever offered. Old map of
Tennessee, oil on canvas of mountain home signed by the artist, Sessions clocks, chandeller
with porcelain flowers, very fine art glass vase with ormolu mount handles and feet and more.
Circa 1860/70 shaving mirrors on tilt stands, one with double drawers, antique valentines in
glass domes, slag glass lamp, ruby glass bow! with sterling overiay, metal dental office cabinet,
antique marble top table with wainut base, stunning lamp with hand painted shade and
prisms, Roseville vase in the Acorn pattern, Art Deco china cabinet, Art Deco dressing table
and bed w/rails, music box cigarette holder that opens as the music plays and closes, Atkinson-
Fox print, faux ivory figures of boy and girl, vintage ladies mesh handbags by Whiting-
Davis.....approx 400 or more lots.

Alpha Estate & Auction Sales -1212 Meridian Street -
Huntsville, Al. 35801 www.aljihaestitesalles.com Phone: 536-3117

Col. Gary Knight #1850 & Col. Spencer Glasgow Al. License #741



http://www.alphaestatesales.com

The latest accession to the
list of our local sejourners is
the last of what is known te the
history as the James Band - no
less a personage than Frank
James himself. He was brought
here last Thursday from Missouri
by two United States Deputy Mar-
shals and turned over to Marshal
Hinds.

Having had all his state cases
in Missouri disposed of finally,
by virtue of the infamy of Dick
Liddel and the consequent in-
validity of whatever this sweet
scion of reformation might say.
Frank James was immediately
taken in hand by government
officials and brought here to
answer a charge of conspiracy
to rob Postmaster Smith at
Muscle Shoals. As soon as it
was noised about that the dis-
tinguished outlaw was in the
city, quite a throng of eurious
bodies went to the Calhoun
building where they got a glance
of him.

"There he sits with a thin,
cornsilk moustache, and smok-
ing a cigar," said a bystander to
the scribe. The scribe at once
proceeded to make mental notes
of the supposed bandit, and had
succeeded in making a good
mental photograph, when the
said subject arose and quietly
walked out of the house and
across the street to one of the
neighboring saloons. It was one
of the Missouri deputy marshais.

Next we turned to the true,
and veritable Frank James, a man
five feet ten and one quarter
inches high, seeming taller than
what he is (for he only weighs
about 130 pounds) with dark

sedaaaaaaBb  Old Huntsville Page 17

hair, a clear, firm, earnest eye and
quite quick and almost nervous
in his movements.

He looked travel worn and
when seen several days later, in
his cell at the jail, there was a
marked difference for the better
in his appearance. He is rather
pale, but by no means a cadaver
standing in stockings ready to

jump off into the great elsewhere
in ajiffy: His extreme pallor is sug-
gestive of a want of sunshine.
Sinee October of 1882, he has not
enjoyed the bounding, buoyant
life of a dashing freeboeter, but
has sickened over with the damp
of prison walls. His life has un-
dergone a change!

A glance reveals the fact that
his chest is his weak physical
point, but he is not yet on the
perilous edge of the grave. He
informed our seribe that his
natural weight was not over 140
pounds. He has a dry, comfort-
able cell at the jail and thinks
he is stronger than he has been
for some months past.

V .
| v & gl

10000 S Memorial Pkwy Huntsville Alabama 256-489-3333

you

Alpha EshaleSakss Al

Check our website for information on upcoming auctions.
Downsizing - Meving - Estate Liquidation -We Sell it Allf
We sort, price, mark and sell all your items for you. We're there with
of the sale. Sales include homes, furniture, jewelry

Experience, Professionalism
and Excellence to each of our
customers

Bob Baker, HS.CA,,
Owner

Gary Lee Knight,
Sales Manager

Visit our website for
upcoming sales
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He thinks he would like
Huntsville, whose beauties of
seenery and charming air were
already familiar to him. He had
been to Huntsville several times
before, but had not tarried here
for more than a day or two at a
time. He had likewise traveled
through on the Memphis and
Charleston railroad several
times and had admired the
mountain fastness of Jackson
Couinty.

Concerning his case, of
course, we did not expect him
to say much. He said that he
had employed Gen. L.P Walker
as his local attorney and ex-
pected that Governor Charles R
Johnson, of Missouri, would be
on hand to attend his trial. His
habit was to get the very best
eounsel to be had, and then leave

everything to them.

“Used Cars:
Why go elsewhere to be
cheated? Come here first!”

Sign seen in Athens car
dealership

Yes, he always slept well; slept
as easy as an infant, went to bed
about nine o'clock every night and
did net get up until half past ten
next morning, He found that sleep
had all the health-giving powers
so often ascribed to a thousand
and one nostrums.

His eircumstances had been
indeed a hard school.

He would neot try to make
bond, he reckoned, as it was but
a short time till the April term
of the Federal court and his friends
had already been exceedingly kind
to him. He eould make it easily if

he chese to. He did not wish to
tax his friends any more than he
found actually necessary. He
hoped the local press would at
least, not go out of its way to
pound him, and prejudice his ap-
proaching trial. Every man is en-
titled to an unaprejudiced trial.
With quite a merry twinkle he said
that he thought the entire press
owed him a large bounty, for he
had furnished them food for gos-
sip and reflection for twenty years,
and they had often taken the privi-
lege of placing him a thousand
miles distant from where he re-

(256) 852-5402

RENT forthe ELDERILY, DISABLED and/or
HANDICAPPED based on INCOME
(Section 8)
First Seventh-Day Adventist Towers
*Stove *Refrigerator *Carpet ¥*Drapes *Smoke Detectors
*Emergency call system *HVAC *Lauindry *Utilities Included

3409 Verona Avenue
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Meonday - Friday

920 Merchants Walk
Suite B
Humtsville, Al

No representation ie made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

* Social Secmrity Disability * Personal Injury

* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A job - Its Our Mission”

(256) 534-4502 Office
(256) 534-4503 Fax
(256) 233-3328 (Athens)




ally was.

When the scribe bade him
"good morning," he extended a
cordial invitation to the seribe
to call again as he had always
been a good friend to the "quili-
drivers" and had never interfered
with one of them. The seribe
has a vague suspicion that there
was another twinkle in his eyes
this time, as he said he had
never "troubled" any newsman.

We would not charge him
wrongfully for a million of shin-
ing ducats, but unless we are on
a false trail, there was in this last
mentioned, laughter in his eyes
which arose from a knowledge on
his part of the impecunioesity of
the journalists guild, as much to
say: "Frank James knew where to
find what he wanted.”

“My wife made me join a
bridge club -l jump off next
Thursday.”

Rodney Dangexrfiekd

Old Huntsville Page 19

Captain Gurley [ RG NAYMANCO.INC. |

to Host Two-
Day Reunion

Jrom 1907 newspaper

Capt. Frank B. Gurley will
have the annual reunion of the
surviving members of his Con-
federate Cavalry troop at this
home near Gurley beginning
Wednesdiyy.

All of the members of this
intrepid command who reside
anywhere in this eountry and are
in the enjoyment of good health
will be there and they will be
royally entertained by their old
commander for two days or as
long after as they wish to re-
main.

The reunion of the Gurley
troop is an annual affair and
one that is looked forward to
with great pleasure by all
concerned.

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

General Contractors
Residential & Commercial
Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

“A Contractor You Can
Trust”

Woody
find¢rson
Ford

On thw eorner of
Jordan kane &
8parkman ®rivg

256-539- 94

WM WeodgandizrsoDfordl evmg

Yes, our trucks come
with a rearview mirror.

No, we haven't used
it in 30 years.

== —— ———
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Heard On

The Street

by Cathey Carmey

Our readers are doing so
well on guessing the Photo of
the Month. We had an early win-
ner last month - Bonnie Mann,
who is a happily retired Federal
Government employee, was the
first to call and guess that the
handsome boy was none other
than Randy Roper!

Congratulations to the gradu-
ating class of Humtsville High,
1947, who recently held their
60th reunion here. The attendees
recognized each other and really
enjoyed their event!

That smiling face you always
see at Colonial Bank on Church
street belongs to Jemmnifer
Dugan. She wants to wish
happy July birthdays to her
mom, Kim Dugan, her sister
Beth Dugan, best friend Jimmy
Soolt and flance Ted
Parmenter. Another lady cel-
ebrating her birthday is Salwina
Williams who also works at Co-
lonial bank. Happy Birthday to
all of you!

Suzie Nolen recently sur-
prised her sweet hubby John
Bemneft with a birthday party
at Blackwater Hatties on So.
Parkway. Many of their friends
showed up for cake and ice

cream and had a great time. We
won’t tell his age but let’s just
say he’s between 59 and 61!

Leroy and Belty Jo
Cumningham recently cel-
ebrated their 49th anmiversary
- they look like newlyweds and
49 years is hard to believe!

Three lovely Beta Sigma Phi
ladies took an exciting trip to
Italy to sample the food and
great wines there. Comnie
Smith, Louise Avery and Bar-
bara Saunders had a great time
and just recently returned - we
can’t wait to hear all about it!

Vic and Mary Grimes cel-
ebrated their 65th anniversary
recently at the Jazz Factory with
a small family dinner.

We were so sorry to hear of
the death of J. B. Tucker of
Hurricane Creek. He was much
loved by all who knew him and
especially his wife (61 years)
Margaret and daughters Linda
and Sandy.

Ann and James Caudle cel-
ebrated their 25th wedding an-

gEvedling the Yery Best eommunits:
ADAMS ALLEY « CLiFT’s COVE « HAMPTON FALLS APARIMENT COMMUNITY
HERITAGE PLANTATION « HERITAGE PROVENCE
HERITAGE STATION « MT. CARMEL BY THE RIVER
THE BRIDGES ON THE RIVER

ultimate community...

MCMULLEN

ENFINGIER

STEELE
DEVELOPRIENT

niversary recentlyy. They are the
owners of New South Architects.

The local Optimist Club re-
cently honored 6 law enforcement
officers for their outstanding ser-
vice to the public. One of those
was our friend Tim Clardy, who
joined the force in 1981. Cen-
gratulations to you, Tim!

Linda Drake certainly keeps
busy, and she was honored re-
cently by the Salvation Army who
awanrded her the annual Marietta
Bailey Award for all the volunteer
work she does in helping to feed
the hungry.

We hear from John Bzdell
that Margaret Watson, from the
old Lakewood neighborhood, is
remodeling her condo in South
Humatsville. It’s looking really
good. John owns Marathon Paint-

On July 7th the Fanmer's mar-
ket on Cook Avenue is hosting
their annual Corn Fest, where our
local farmers bring in their
fresh produce. Please go by and
show your support for them,

Phato of The M

The first person to correctly
identify the youngster below wins a
1-year complimentary subscription
6 “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502
Hint: Having your own road
can help you pull rank.
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they will be selling everything
from ice cold watermelon, to
tomatoes, to veges, honey and
everything in between!

Happy birthday to Evan
Troup, who turned 4 in June.
The sweet little guy celebrated
with a swim party at his home,
with parents John and Stefanie
Troup and their fannilky.

Our Mayor Loretta Spencer
was recently surprised with a
birthday gift from Presidemt
George Bush when he visited
our area in June. What a memo-
rable birthday for Loretta!

The Rison-Dallas Association
will host its 35th Annual reunion
on August 4th at Jackson Way
Baptist Church on Andrew Jack-
son Way. Guest speaker will be
John Pruitt, long-time sports
editor of the Huntsville Times.
Be sure and attend!

By now you’ve heard that
John Shaver is closing his
bookstore on Whitesburg Drive.
It’s just hard to compete with
the big box stores these days.
John has an outstanding selec-
tion of books about Huntsville
and this area, with local authors
and historians and he will still
have his books for sale at Rail-
road Station Antiques and
Hartlex Antiques in Madison.

A special hello to our friend
Bill Miller, Sr. Mr. Miller built
most every bridge in Huntsville
and the area and is just a sweet
guy. He sure loves Hunitsville’s
history!

That handsome Dick Ma-
roon recently celebrated his
birthday - he and his wife Karen
live in Twickenham and just love
this area. Dick’s sister Tammy
will soon be relocating to Hunts-
ville and we know she’l love it
here too!

There are so many great
things to do in Huntsville, for you
new folks to our area. The Botani-
cal Gardens are beautiful and
ever-changing, the Art Museum
is worth the time to go there,
Burritt Museum is packed with

history, the children’s fountain off
Church is great for kids and
FREE, a petting zoo just west of
Huntsville in Woodville, there are
concerts in the Big Spring park
every Monday evening, there are
plays at the Renaissance theater
on Meridian, a really good library
to visit - the list just goes on and
on!

We were so sorry to hear of the
death of Grover “Gixiifii”* Giriffith,
who worked years ago at Thiokol
Chemical Corporation here. We
send our condolences to his fam-
ily and friends.

It was great to see Malcolm
Miller recemtly. We didn’t realize
that Malcolm had been a barber
and a postman years ago! Heisa
really interesting guy, and a great
writter.

Congratulations to Patrick and
Holly Stapler who married in late
June. The wedding took place at
Brad Mexrrell's home, Brad is the
grandson of our dear Aumnt
Eunice.

The Historic Lowry House
was the setting for the kickoff of
Glenn Waltson'’s run for Country
Commissiomer, District 2. Jane
and Louie Tippett are the own-
ers of the home, and it was packed
with friends and supporters. This
will be a race to watch!

Have a great July, and keep an
eye on your older neighbors in this
extreme heat.
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Loartlow Firé Boutiquit

2536 A "Whitesburg Drrive
Humtsville Ale 256535613

“When your mom says “Try it,
you’ll like it, you probably
won't.”

Misty Adams, age 7

UNITED

FIRE & WATER
DAMAGE

RESTORATION

Louls Tippett, Owned & Operated 209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville |
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Familij Desame Oticks

4 slices bread

1/2 ¢. parmesan cheese

1 stick butter

1 oz. sesame seeds

Cut erusts off bread and
eut into 4 strips. Dip the strips
in butter, then in parmesan
cheese, then in sesame seeds.
Do not cut again. Line on cookie
sheet. Bake at 200 degrees for
an hour plus a few extra
minutes to get golden brown.

Cream Pie

4 T. peanut butter

4 T. light brown sugar

1 pint vanilla ice cream

Graham cracker crust

Crushed peanuts

Melt peanut butter and

sugar in saucepan over low heat.
Add ice cream and melt, stirring

constantly. Pour into graham
eracker erust and top with
erushed peanuts. Freeze and
serve.

San San s Calle Caqkie

1 box lemon eake mix with
pudding

8 oz. whipped topping

legg

Mix above ingredients, then

place by the spoonful onto a plate
of powdered sugar. Roll and coat
well. Place balls of dough on
cookie sheet and bake at 350 for
about 12 to 15 minutes.

7 Cup Salad

1 c. grated coconut

1 e. sour cream

1 €. erushed pineapple

1 c. miniature marshmallows
1 c. cottage cheese

1 c. chopped nuts

Mix all together and refriger-
ate. Great for making ahead of
time, and is delicious!

Tea Purch

7 tea bags

2 c. sugar

12 oz. frozen orange juice
concentrate

12 oz. lemonade concentrate

Sprigs of fresh mint

Water to finish gallon

Brew tea as usual. Add
remaining ingredients and stir.

Aunt C.C. s
breasfs

2 whole chicken breasts, split
Salt

Seasoned pepper

1/4 c. butter

1 elove garlic, minced

1 bunech broecoli, cooked

EXERY
MONDAY
IS FAMILY
NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner.
Festturing a full menu and the best
country breakfast in town!

Every Monday night Kids Eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our
new kid's menu with each paid adult entree.
Offer good for Dine-in onl:.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast
8412 WHIMESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS




1/4 c. minced green onions

1t. paprika

4 cans cling-peach halves

1 c. sour cream

1/4 e. mayonnaise

1/4 c. grated Parmesan cheese

Season chicken with salt and
pepper. Melt butter in small skil-
let and add green onions and gar-
lic and saute a few minutes. Stir
in paprika and turn chicken in
mixture til well coated.

Put in shallow baking dish,
cover loosely with foil and bake
in 375 degree oven for about 20
minutes. Arrange well-drained
broccoli in pan on one side of the
chicken and put the peaches on
the other side.

Mix sour cream and mayon-
naise and spoon over all. Sprinkle
with cheese and put lew in even
and broil til glazed and richly
flecked with brown. Makes 4 serv-

ings.

Hawaiian Sweet Bread
with Dill Weed Dip

Dip:

16 oz. sour cream

1/4 c. parsley flakes

1/4 c. dry onions

32 oz. mayonnaise

1/4 c. dry dill weed

Mix ingredients for dip and
refrigerate. Take one round leaf

of Hawaiian Sweet bread (can be
purchased at grocery store) and
eut out center of loaf for a small
bowl to sit in.

Cut centerbread into cubes
and place around loaffin platter.
Pour dip intoe bowl just before
serving, Place toothpicks neariyy

Brogeeli  Delight Salad
2 bunches broceoli, heads
only
1/2 c. raisins

1/2 ¢. pecans

1/2 ¢. red onion, chopped

12 slices bacon, fried

Dressing:

1 ¢. mayonnaise

1/2 c. sugar

2 T. apple cider vinegar

Mix the ingredients for your
dressing and refrigerate overnight
- this is important!!

Mix the first 4 ingredients for
the salad in a large bowl. Just be-
fore serving, pour dressing over
the salad and crumble crisp fried
bacon over the top.

Carol Cliristopher is a
local award-winning cook
whose recipes normeally
place first in dozens off
differemt categories.
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Try _Our

THE -

Live Entertainment Friday &
Saituirday Nites with the famous

“Edgar”
* Great Wine Selection
* Sushi Bar

t

Great food and wonderful
entertainment - try us for
something different!

S Nzldo

6565 Hwy 431 South
Hampton Cove - 536-3690

Tayl

(256) $39-9257

1022 Cook Ave. Huntsville

or Produce

Located in the Madison County Farmers Market

Come support our local farmers at the annual Corn Fest, July 7!
Tiere's plenty of homegrown, local produce to choose from!

Ice Cold Watiermelon, cantelope, tomatoes, peaches, greens, ete.

Proudly owned & operated by Tooter Taylior's daughters &
grandchildren! We’re keeping the tradition alivel

Hours 8-6 Mon-9a#
Sun 8-5

U™ Restaurant With
The Tirains!

P 975-E Alrport Road

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakffast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am -~ 9:00 pm

Closed
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Early Days
of Redistone
Arsenal

by B.J. Smith

The news was announced on
July 3, 1941. The Chemical
Warfare Service would install a
chemical plant and a separate
ordinance plant just south of
Huntsville. The timetable set by
the War Department in Washing-
ton was strict, if not impossible.
Construction would begin within
a week, and production would
begin in six months.

The Government sent a num-
ber of officers and enlisted men
immediistielly. Arriving in Hunts-
ville, they discovered that the
area set to become Huntsville
Arsenal was still occupied by
farmers and property owners.
Their first job was to remove
these residents, many of whom
had no place to go. Though many
of these families had lived on
the land for almost a hundred
years, they reluctantly moved
when it was pointed out to them
that the land was needed for the
war effort.

Organization in those early
days was difficult. Many of the
government officials and local
administrators had to set up of-
fices outside of the Arsenal un-
til permanent buildings were

constructed.

A fact not commonly known
is that the gym of Huntsville
High School served as one of
the first "office buildings" for the
influx of new employees. In fact,
office space was so limited that
many churches, schools, and

]

other buildings in Huntsville were
used as the "Arsenal” until initial
construction was finished.
Eventually, workers began
moving into newly constructed
buildings. Many local employ-
ees formed car-pools, as the
Government called for conserva-

Voted #1

Don't forget to mention this ad to get
your Senior Discount (55+)

Bowling Center In Huntsville
2404 LEEMAN FERRY ROAD SW

¥ Youth & Seniors Programs

A Smoke-Free Facllity!
# Snack Bar
% Cosmic Birthday Parties
% Group Rates % Pro Shop
% Bowding Instruction Available




tion of gas and ofl. When one of
these cars broke down, which was

fairly often, four or five workers

became stranded, unable to work

that day. To make matters worse,

construction concentrated on

buildings and not on roads.

Following heavy rainfall, the
dirt and clay roads running
throughout the Arsenal became
treacherous "seas of mud." In
probably a *first" for Huntsville's
government workers, women
were instructed to wear patits, not
skirts, to work as they often had
to trudge through knee
deep mud to get to their
workplaces.

One problem unique
to the Arsenal's early his-
tory were the road blocks
at the guard gates, creat-
ing long lines of overheat-
ing cars. The road blocks
were designed to stop
workers from sneaking
alcohol off the Arsenal. :
Grain alcohol was used ||
as an ingredient for some ‘
gasses, but many workers !

(and enjoyable) to use it for
other "purposes.” Workers
initially smuggled the aleo-
hol offthe Arsenal in buek-

found it more profitable r

ets, jars, and other contain-
ers but when the guard at
the gate was “tightened"”
they were forced to use
more ingenious methods.

To make it through the
road blocks, many of the
would-be bootleggers
stored the alcohol in their
car's radiators. Not a bad
idea. Unless, recalls one
worker, the car began to
overheat in the long line.
The aroma of the "still”
would lead the guards di-
rectly to the smuggler's
car causing several of the
workers to spend part of
their wartime service in the
local jail.

As production began to

increase, the demand for workers
became hard to meet. Most of the
able-bodied men were in  uni-
form and the few left were relue-
tant to work in a chemical plant.
Ads were placed in newspapers
throughout the country but there
was still not enough labor to
supply the Arsenal's  require-
ments. As a last resort, job recruit-
ers periodically drove through the
streets of Huntsville, announcing
available jobs with a loud speaker
attached to their cars.

Anybody who wanted a job
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and was willing to work soon
found themselves employed on
the Arsenal. There were no tech-
niecal qualifications required. For
many of the new employees, this
was to be their first job off the
family farm. Though many of
them were barely literate, they
proved to be hard workers easily
adaptable to the rigors of a war-
time econoniyy.

Produeing chemicals was an
indefinite science. New workers
seldom received any training be-
fore taking their place on the pro-

Bt bo Live?
Dine o Indulge?

We're noi ePrald to ask the
tough questions.

S


http://www.washingtonsquaregroup.net
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duction lines. Mistakes were
made, and the workers learned
from them. Eventually, the pro-
cess grew in efficiency and
safety.

Some side effects from the
production of chemicals did
persist. Dyes of different colors
were used to create smoke
bombs and the dyes would also
color the skin of the workers.
The dye could not be washed out
conventiomally. It had to wear off
in time.

It was quite common to see
workers with brightly colored
skin. You could literally tell which
gas a worker was producing by
the color of their skin. Arsenal
employees could be seen walking
around Huntsville colored blue,
red, yellow, and violet.

A Humitsville native who
worked at the Arsenal in its
early days recalls dating his wife
who also worked there. "Her
skin was dyed violet and mine
was yellow. When we got mar-
ried that summer even our best
man was colorful! His skin was
green! My wife was so pretty that
we all teased the best man about
being green with envy."

Occasionally a worker would
ecome into contact with a haz-
ardous chemical such as white
phosphorus. For these situa-
tions, deep holes were dug in-
side the building and filled with
water. The workers were in-
structed to jump in, hopefully to
rinse off the burning chemical.
Fortunately the holes were seldom
used.

As expected from a chemical
and ordinance plant, Huntsville
and Redstone suffered their share
offires and contaminations. How-
ever, from the first day of con-
struction to the end of the War,
only nine deaths were recorded.
These fatalities resulted from the
production of chemical weapons,
which were not used at all in World
WarII.

Not all of the jobs on the Ar-
senal were directly related to the
production of chemical weapons.
One employee actually had the

ing corn and hay to feed the
horses, chickens and pigs, which
were raised on the Arsenal. The
horses were used early on by a
cavalry patrol unit.

The pigs and chickens were
raised to help feed the numer-
ous workers on the Arsenal.
Neither project proved cost ef-
fective, and both were eliminated
as part of the Arsenal's first "cut
back.”

Part of the huge Arsenal com-
plexwas used as a prisoner-of-war
camp. When the allied offensive in

designation of
being the only of-
ficial "Spider
Killer” listed in
federal records
at that time.
When produc-
tion lines were
being built, cer-
tain areas be-
came infested
with large black-
widow spiders.
With the pro-
duction line em-
ployees afraid to
enter some of
the buildings
and after more
conventional
methods had
failed, the gov-
ernment finally
hired a man to
kill the spiders.
Other em-
ployees were in
charge of grow-
ing and harvest-

it beie

Serving hearty German fare
in Huntsville Since 1972.

Star Market

and Pharmaecy
Now Available - Temry's Pizza!

702 Prait Ave.

Your Friendly Neighborhood
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534-4509
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Africa began, large numbers of longer than the Govern- EI

German soldiers were captured ment had expected.
and many of these were sent to During this time, |
camps in America. It is estimated Redstone Arsenal was
that as many as seven hundred being considered as the

prisoners were kept on the Arse- home for rocket and Serving a Variety of Dishes
nal. missile research. In from around the World

Shrimp Venetian, 100% Lump Crab Cakes,

Many of these prisoners be- Oect., 1949, Redstone

came converted "Southerners," Arsenal and Huntsville | \ango Glazed Scallops, Steamed Mussels
and returned in later years as Arsenal joined to be- | Marinated Flank, Lamb Racks, Stuffed Quail
tourists. Ironically enough one ec¢ome the new Ondli- | Portabella Mushrooms, Bruschetta, Tortellini,

of the prisoners had relatives nance Guided Missile Angel Hair Pasta, Fondue
who would move to Huntsville Center. BSigITaBtulre Crrygsh Bisque
in a few years as part of the The  Humtsville asil-Balsarnic Green Salad

German rocket team. Arsenal was officially Homemade Desserts

In large, though, Huntsville closed, and the new | FullBar, Cozy Dining - Open ChefKitchen
Arsenal's main objective was to Redstone Arsenal was Waitch us while we coolk for you!

produce and load chemical weap- born.

ons. Ammunition such as incen- Come join us at 2030 Cecil Ashburn Dr.,
diary bombs and artillery shells in Jones Valley Station (just east of
were also produced, but in much
Bailey Cove)

smaller quantities. w : Hours

The end ofthe War resulted in AnybOdy who doesn’t Lunch: Tue-Fri 11-2
a decline of interest in chemical | know what soap tastes Dinner Tue-Thur 59 Fri-Sat 5-10
weapomnry. Huntsville Arsenal was like never washed a Reservations Accepted
ordered to be decontaminated and cat.” 2030 Cecil Ashburn Dr.
demilitarized, and eventually seld in Jones Vazlley Station
off. Fortunately, this process took Jenny Goodson 1226 6REBOIFBINN
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A Letter
Home

Sept. 5, 1861 Huntsville

Camp Jones

Dear Mattie,

This leaves me tolable well
and I hope it will find you and
our darling babe doing well. I
was rite sick yesterday. I took
my blanket and went out and took
an Eruetic. I believe it done me
well as my appetite has returned
and I hope by tomorrow I will be
all right, though I can not tell for I
may have a chill or fever tomor-
FOW.

[ believe that General
Niehelson is ene of our worst
boys so far. The very first night
he came here he got a company
of our boys and went to Hunts-
ville and taken the finest bar
room and drinking saloon that
is in the place. Taken it with
bowie knives and pistols, so
they say, and then marched
something like a hundred men
in by fours. Made them drink

“When you love somebody,
your eyelashes go up and
down and little stars come out
of you.”

Karen Johnson, 6

and fall back so as to give room
for others. They got a negro
hemmed up behind the bar and
made him light ecigars for the
Co.

Nicholson lost his watch and
it was found in Davis' posses-
sion. A ecourt Martial was held
and he proved guilty of the charge.
Davis then acknowledged that he
was guilty, and he then wore a ball
and chain everywhere about 40
Ibs., for 4 days and was marched
across the encampment once a
every day and the rogues march
played by all the old drums in the
camp following just behind him
and was drummed out of the
camp this morning, I am sorry I
ever new his name.

We have some exciting news
of this time from Virginia, it is
said that Lee has crossed the
Potomac with 40 thousand sol-
diers to attack Washington City
so we may look out for startling
news from that point soon.
Marylanders are gathering to the
eastern shore by the thousands
and Missouri is overrun with
yankees and they have nothing
to fight with but I trust we will
soon be there to help them.

E.D. Treadwell

Wuina! Hottio

* Mediison’s Only Home-Town
Funeral Home

* Full Chapel with Seating for 200

* Independently Owned/ Operated

* Miltiple Visitation Rooms

* Providing Professional Services
& Serving all Cemeleries and
Honoring Pre-need transfers

“YWre’re Big Enough To Serve,
but Sraall Enough To Care”

8521 Highway 72W
Madison, Al 35758
(256) 895-9900

Benjamin Maitthews,
CFSP
Owner

“Get a new car for your
spouse. It'll be a great
trade!”

John Day,

Nightly food specials at reduced prices
Heppy Hour - 3-7jpm daily with daily appsiizers

Saturday & Sunday Brunch 10:45am - 3:pm

with complimerttary Glass of Champagne
Reservations required

Kids eat FREE every Sunday ALL DAY
(1 child per Adulit Emiree)

5100 Sanderson Rd. - (256) 837-8282
Comer of Wynn Dr. & Uniuersity
Humtsville, Al 35805




Man Gets
Rotten Eggs
for Slandering
Wife

Jrom 1881 mewspaper

A man living near Gurley
has had something of a sensa-
tiomn.

A year ago Abraham Meyers,
a tailor, left the town, deserting
his wife and little son. Recently
he returned, accompanied by a
lawyer, and announced his in-
tention to secure possession of
his boy and take him to another
State.

The deserted wife bears an
unblemished reputation, and
when Meyers and the attorney
were heard questioning her chas-
tity they soon found themselves
surrounded by a erowd of de-
termined men armed with seme
antiquated eggs.

The lawyer pleaded so hard
that he was not molested after
he promised to leave the town.
Meyers, however, became the
very unwilling target for the eggs
and was a sorry and oderous
sight when he got on board a
passenger train to leave.

The conductor at once put
him off, out of consideration for
the other passengers who im-
mediately began to complain of
the smeli.

Meyers escaped by the aid of
a brakeman on a freight train,
who loaded him in a box car
and hauled him out of town.
There was no attempt made to
arrest any of the participants in
the mob, and their work is gen-
erally approved in the town and

vieimityy.

The Guinness book of
Records hold the record
for being the book most
often stolen from public

Libraries.

e ———

Plate Lunch Special 11:00am - 1:30pm

1 Meat, 3 Vegetables or 2 Vegetables and Dessert
(Includes Drink & Tax)

. 2007-C N. Memorilal Pkwy * 851-0603

To Go Orders Welcome (We are a smoking establishment)
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GLASS

For Any Purpose
PATTERNS
FOR—

Table Tops
Dressers
Radfio Tables
Desks
Meantles
Counters
Etc!

AR et Erogmd
Call §64 and let

us make you an
estimate.

Huntswille
Glass & Paint Co.

(Oriigiinal adfrom Jan.30. 1940)

Thanks Huntsville!
67 years in business
and Counting!

534-2621
2201 Holmes Ave. NW

In the 1500’s bread was
divided according to status.
Warkers got the burnt
bottom of the loaf, the family
got the middle and guests
got the top, or “upper crust.”

OPRORTUNITY

LIVING QUAMRIERS FOR THE ELDERLY

* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
* Convenient to Madison Squars Mall

* Full Wheelchair accessibility (eertaln units)
* Transportation provided to Grocery Store

* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be dstermined until aiter completion of the
application process

. The maximum you will pay for rent and uitilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
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Hunisville
Real Estate
Bargains from
1907

- $5,500 TWe story, 7 room
brick residence on Randolph
Street, large lot.

- $5,000 The old Gordon
property on Lincoln Street op-
posite Presbyterian church.
Large lot and brick house.

- $4,100 Two story 8-room
brick residence on Randoph
Street, lot 106 % 200 feet.

- $2,000 Buys 17 lots in
Gast's addition on Patterson
Street.

- $2,750 Buys 4-room ten-
ant house on Adams Avenue
with large lot and 3-4 room ten-
ant house in rear.

- $2,600 Buys a nice 5-room
cottage on East Holmes Street -
hot and cold running water with
new priwy.

- $2,300 One two story, 7-
room house on Maiden Lane.
Large lot.

- 83 vacant lots on East
Hoelmes Street - $350 each.

- 48 acres of wooded hill
land near New Market. Has one
room cabin with barn and out
buildings. Some land level
enough for crops. Good creek
for water ~$311, 125.

Want Ads
from 1817

- We have about one thou-
sand gallons of good whiskey
which is offered for sale on rea-
sonable terms, either for cash
or on liberal credit. Also, two
or three likely slaves - girls,
women, etc., all of which he will
sell on accommodating terms.
Apply to J. Kennemer.

- The subscriber has for sale
seven likely Virginia born slaves -
consisting of men, women and
girls. Apply at Mr. D. Rather's Tav-
ern.

- An elegant Dearborn wagon
and harness with a gig top. Can
be seen at the stables. Clinton
Steele, Huntsville.

Blinds, Shutters, Drapery
Woven woods, Celiular &
Roman Shades & More

Total Window Treatment

Provided

]

RandW. Gaylord
Cell: (256) 468-9465
Bus: (256) 650-0465

Aesthetically Pleasing

Interior Window Treatments
Visit us at:
www.randsblinds.com

Unique Sinks & Faucets
Plurnbing Supplies
Pipe & Valve fittings stocked
Kitchen & Bath Hardware

Visit Our New Spacious Showroom

In Business Since 1963

Park Supply Co.

4736 Commercial Drive. (256) 837-4036

Quality
Cabinet Hardware
Door Hardware
Schlage - Baldwin
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Maria Binkley

EXIT Realty First

Real Estate Broker & Mortgage Broker
256-348-0999 ”

We Ve Expanded -
| am now EXIT Realty First!

(formerly Binkley Real Estate & Financial Services, Inc.)

“l have now partnered with Career Webschool to offer online real estate courses. Go
through my website for a 30% discount. It is a great time to begin an exciting career
in real estate with the continued training, including the cutting-edge, interactive
video-conferencing, to help you reach your goals. Give me a call and get started

today”

IN THE EXIT SPOTLIGHT ...
Country home with acreage in
Toney - 3500 + Sq Ft - 4 bed-
rooms - 4 baths - Isolated
Master with private den -

22 by 35 rec room with bath and
private entrance - pond and 6
acres - with more acreage
available

Welcoming New Agents: Ask me about: No desk fees, Health Insurance, Pensions, 401K
Plans, Residuals & Much More!!!
Specialized training ... “Ifyourreal estate license is inactive, let’s talk about getting you
trained to be a success!”

Licensed in Al & Tn, | will be glad to assist you with any property listed in the MLS!

EXIT Realty First
256-348-0999

www.exitrealtyfirsthuntsville.com
mariabinkley@msn.com

Visit my new office at 487 Capshaw Road in the Harvest - Monrovia Area.


http://www.exitrealtyfirsthuntsville.com
mailto:mariabinkley@msn.com
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Heard on the Streets in 1907

- Charles Hawk, a young painter of Huntsville,
about 24 years old, while attempting to jump on a
running freight train that was passing Dallas Mills
Sunday afternoon, missed his footing and fell with
his right leg under the wheels. It was so badly
crushed that it had to be amputated three inches
above the knee.

- On Thursday last, Mr. John Hertzler was riding
in a buggy on Clinton Street in this city. His horse
took fright near the Baptist Church, ran away, and
ran the buggy against a tree on the opposite side of
the street, throwing Mr. Hertzler out and breaking
loose. The horse ran off. Mr. H. was knocked insen-
sible, was taken into Mr. Thos. Jamar's house, re-
mained there for two days, and so far recovered as
to be taken home.

- In search of Mrs. Frances W. Gerkin, a mu-
sic teacher, nearly blind, who left Norfolk, Vir-
ginia some years ago and is reported to have been
drowned while crossing the Tennessee River, four
or flve years ago.

- A son of Lira Elliot, of Lincoln Village, aged
ten years, was ill for a year and although having a
ravenous appetite, grew emaciated. His physician gave
him seme medicine that produced nausea and he was
choked by the appearance of a snake which required
all the doctor's force to draw from his mouth. It was
striped and eighteen inches in length. The lad recov-
ered and is feeling better.

CH

Realty Co., Inc.

7500 Memarial Parkway South #122

Steve Cappaert Huntsville, Alabama 35802-2267
. Buslness 256/883-6600
Broker-Associate Fax 256/383-8650

651-7517 Mobile stevecappaert@knology .net

Reward Offered

A $10 reward will be given for information on the where-

abouts of Molly Younger. She is 13 years old, slender

build and has black hair. She is believed to have eloped

with John Nance to the Huntsville area. Contact paper.
from 1901 newspaper

CLEANING & REBTORATION

¢ Fine Rugs
® Carpets
¢ Upholstery

829-1010
www.admiralcleaning.net

AND FAITH MEMORIAL PARK
Offering The Simpiicity Plan
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When Turchin
Came to Call

by Charles Rice

In the summer of 1862 a
court-martial was convened by
the Union army in the occupied
city of Huntsville. Presiding was
a general from Ohio who would
one day occupy the White House.
His mname was James A.
Garfield. All eyes at the time,
however, were on the defendant:
John B. Turchin, colonel of the
19th Illinois Volunteers.
Turchin, a striking figure with a
coal black beard, was a former
Russian army officer who had
emigrated to America and be-
come a civil engineer. He was
charged with ordering his men
to pillage the city of Athens, Ala-
bama, which they gleefully did
without further prompting. As
the testimony clearly showed,
Turchin's troops ransacked
homes, looted stores, trampled
bibles, insulted white women,
and actually raped several black
women.

Turchin was finally called to
account for his actions, being
convicted and dismissed from
the Union army in disgrace. Yet
no where in the charges did it
mention Turchin's behavior
when he was at Musecle Shoals.

The story here was actually little
different from that at Athens.

Tuscumbia in 1862 "was an
attractive place, containing many
fine business blocks and resi-
dences, and giving evidence of
thrift and prosperity unusual
for a southern town”, recalled an
Ohio soldier long afterwards.
“The people were generally ar-
dent in their devotion to the
cause of secession. Even the
young ladies turned up their
pretty noses and curled their
lips scornfully at sight of Fed-
eral blue, and took a circuit in
the street to avoid passing un-
der a United States flag. The re-
bellious woman of the south
was a terror."

Tuseumbia and much of the
rest of the Shoals area would
be occupied by the Union army
for three months in mid-1862.
Those troubled days were de-
seribed by Lewis B. Thorntomn:

“The Federal army first
made its appearance in
Tuscumbia on the 16th, April
1862 under Gen. Mitchel, who
had first arrived in Huntsville
and sent a few of his regiments
to this place under Col. Turchin.
I think the regiments here at that
time were the 18th Ohio, 19th
Illinois, and an Indiana regi-
ment. I left Tuscumbia at this
time and did not witness their
depredations, but was teld by
my family and the citizens upon

RENAISSANCE
THEATRE

at Lincoln Center
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my returi. I saw the effects of
their vandalism, after only about
a week's stay in our midst. At
that time they armed some of
the negroes and took some of
them away. They broke open
nearly every store in the town,
and robbed them of everything

AN (M

#Hets —/tan‘ﬁw
oery&emt‘e events

256.5883050

RON COOPER
MARK KIMBROUGH

504 PRATT AVE
HUNISWILLE, AL 353801

Upcoming Schedule:
In One Bed ... and Out the Other
by Mawby Green and Ed Feibert

Sheer and utter bedlam as this French farce will leave
you limp with laughter!
Recommended forages 15+

July 20-28
Call for ticket information
1216 Meridian St. - C=lll 536-3Y 17 for
gensaral information and to reserve your tickets.

Tiekets available at Shavers Book Store & Lincoln Center Antigues
Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatre.net

2703 University Drive - 534-6000
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they wanted, arrested a great
many peaceable citizens, forcing
some to take the oath ofallegiance
to the U.S. Government, robbed
the Masonic Hall ofits jewels and
maps, and broke open and de-
stroyed the safes in the stores and
offices. They destroyed my office
by breaking my desk and book-
cases, and destroying the papers,
and took from my office thirty
maps ofthe state of Alabama be-
longing to Mr. Cram of Montgom-
ery. The 19th Illinois regiment was
the one that committed most of
these depredations. They were
driven from here by a small body
of ecavalry under Captain Patton
ofthe Confederate Armmyy."

Oddly enough, Col. Turchin's
friends went to bat for him at the
White House. The disgraced of-
ficer was not only reinstated in
the army, but was promoted by
Abraham Lincoln to Brigadier
General! But then perhaps this
was onlyjust, for John B. Turchin

“Never marry a man you don't
want to be divorced from.”

Beity Smithey, divorced

appears merely to have been
ahead ofhis time. When the Union
army returned to Tuseumbia,
Turchin and his men would have
felt quite at
home. L.B.
Thornton con-
tinues  his
story:

"The U.S.
Army under
Gen. Buell ar-
rived here on
the 9th June
1862, and re-
mained in this
place and the

Tennessee Valley until the 8th
Sept. 1862, at which time they
evacuated to Tuka and Corinth,
Miss. The first division of the
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United World Life insurance Company

Ben Roberts (256) 318-6366

Doug Peity (256) 694-3684
Mufiliir Owmiidid

7600 Highway 72W, Suite 103, Madison, Al. 35758

Who knows the area better than a
life long resident of Huntsville?

No hassles, no pressure. Just email me @
janemc@kw.com and I'll be happy to send
you information related to real estate of

our area. -
Jane McElro 5
REALTOR® R E T
ghie RRG/A 2410 L&N Drive, Suite C
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Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
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* Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care

¢ 24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services

¢ Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational
Therapies

¢ Registered, Licensed & Certified Staff

¢ [ndividualized Social Services and Activities

256-772-9243
3891 Sullivan St. ¢ Madison, AL

Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention

we want them to have, so
needed. It’s a difference

we go beyond what is required and provide what is
we are proud of.

Care by Professionals - Lifestyle to enjoy



mailto:janemc@kw.com

army arrived here under Gen.
Wood. Gen. Gaskell's Brigade was
the advanced guard and first
came into town making his head-
quarters at our fair ground. Col.
Scott of Kentucky was the provost
marshal with the 3rd Kentueky
regiment as Provost Guards, un-
der their stay with us, and while
Gen. Buell was here, we were very
little molested, not more so than
would be necessary in the pas-
sage of any army thru the eoun-
try, but when Gen. A.E. Paine took
command, by bringing the other
portion of the army, there was a
wonderful change in the order of
things. Ladies could riot go safely
out of their houses. Citizens were
arrested and held in confinement,
or sent off to the North, in many
cases without any charge being

When your kids are
teenagers, be sure and own
a dog so that someone in
the house is happy to
see you.

made against them, and the citi-
Zens were not permitted to meet
on the streets and converse to-
gether.

Person nor property was safe
from the soldiers. They took
from private citizens whatever
they wanted hogs, sheep, cattle of
every kind, vegetables, corn, po-
tatoes, fowls of every description,
whieh they serupled not to shoot
down in our yards. They also took
mules and horses in large num-
bers. They took from this eoun-
try alone, about 500 Negroes,
men, women and children, and a
large lot of cotton, besides de-
stroying a great deal of property
that they eould not take away.

I did net witness it persomailky,
but was informed by reliable citi-
zens, that they entered houses,
robbed ladies of jewelry, and
broke open wardrobes and took
ladies dresses, and took other ap-
parel and decorated their horses
and gave it to Negroes.

This was done by the 3rd
Michigan cavalry under Col.

Old Huntsville Page 35

Meisner. They perpetrated some
ofthe most outrageous acts ofany
portion efthe armyy. The 11th Mis-
souri regiment (as they were
called, but they told me they were
raised in Springfield, 111.) de-

Commercial - Residential
Interior - Exterior
Carpentry Services

“Spedializing in making
your home look nevw”

No job too large or too small

Bonded - Licensed - Insured
References available

a——— .
- .
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stroyed my fences, corn, fodder and potatoes, and
insulted my family and me in the grossest man-
ner. The 9th Ohio threatened to burn my house,
and there were four stables burnt while they were
here, and many dwellings had the furniture bro-
ken and destroyed.

"“When they evacuated the town, they set fire to
it in four or five different places, but we were for-
tunate enough to have it extinguished. It is proper
for me to state that Gen. Fry, as learned, prevented
my house from being burned, and returned a Ne-
gro boy to my mother-in-law, Mrs. Meredith.

They took twenty-nine Negroes from Mrs.
Meredith, one from me, one from my sister-in-law,
Mrs. Raglan, and thirteen from brother-im-lamw,
Thomas E Winston. Their conduct while here was
more like savages than civilized beings. They ar-
rested, while Gen. Paine was here, two citizens, a
Mr. Burt and Wallace, because our cavalry under
Roddey attacked the railroad cars and captured
some prisoners, and stores in Triimitsy, and sen-
tenced them to be hanged, but Roddey sent them
word if they were injured in any way he would
hang the prisoners he had, and that prevented
them from being hung.”

No wonder that when 7th Illinois Cavalry Lieu-
tenant Charles Wills passed through Tuscumbia

local & regional authors

Buy - Sell

Check owr good selection
of LARGE PRINT books and
BOOKS ON TAPE

in late July 1862, he would be moved to write:
‘People here hate Mitchel's whole command as they
do the devil, and many of them morel”
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£
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Gy Jfarofcf Fanniny

Two wonderful inspiring books
of nostalgic memories, hurnorous
stories and lessons learned growing
up in North Alabama. Based on the true-life experiences
of the author, the books take a humorous look at life
in Madison County. From frog giggim*to a drag racing
grandpa, be prepared to take a trip down mermory lane
with two of the rmost delightful books on the rmarket
today. —

Available at
Shavers Books
&

Hawrison Brothers Hardware

for more information visit:
www.inspirationalreads.com

HAROLD 0. FANNING

Rare, Collectibles,
with A Huge Selectionl

We carry a large selection ofsigned editions with many

Unique Tea & Caiffee
gt baskets for
any occasionl

“Flower Arrangements” using
coffee packs in place of flowers.
Check out our “Coffee Bouqueis!”

Trade

Have a eup ofcoffee while you browse our huge
inventory

Coffee - Teas - Coffes Supplies 7900 Bailey Cove Road
Gifts - Expresso Supplies Agrass from Erissem High Ssheel

880-6464

6:00 am - 9:00 pm Mon- Sat
8:00 am - 3 pm Sunday
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| Recolleet

by Malcolm Miller

This hot, humid July weather that we
have had so much of lately seems to be
getting to nearly everyone, including this
writer. I don't know, maybe we have just
gotten to be a soft generation of peopie.
Nowadays we all think we have to stay in-
side in air conditioned buildings, or at the
very least buildings cooled by eleetric fans.

Well, friends, lest you forget, it hasn't al-
ways been that way, I recollect back when
some of us were growing up we had never
heard of air conditioners; and if we had
owned an electrie fan it wouldn't have been
any good to us because there was no elee-
tricity in those old farm houses to plug them
into. In fact, the only fans that I knew any-
thing about back then were the eard board
kind that had funeral home advertising on
them and were used by the ladies in
church.

I recollect that it was pretty nice ifyou
happened to get a seat by one of those
constantly fanning ladies during the big
summer time revival meetings, when there
was a long-winded preacher expounding on
the perils of an eternity of fire and brim-
stone. You see the breeze from her fan would
keep you from being so all fired heot that
you would feel you had already arrived at
the destination that the preacher was
warning you about.

After working in the fields all day
under a hot boiling sun, drinking water
that had gotten so warm it was beaded
up, and tasting sour from the fruit jar
lid that was screwed on the jug toe keep
the bugs and ants out, you were certainty
ready to go to the house and cool off when

h

FINE ART

*« CONTEMPORARY OILS
» THOUSANDS OF PRINTS
* MUSEUM QUALITY FRAMING

CARLISIE GALLEDY ﬁ
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sun dewn and quitting time rolled around. Well, you went
to the house alright, but you didn't cool off because Mama
had to have that eld wood eook stove fired up to do the
cooking and it was far hotter on the inside of the house
than it was on the outside, so you would usually eat
your beans and taters as soon as you could and get out
of the house and stay on the porch or in the yard until
the house cooled down some; or you were so tired and
sleepy it just didn't matter any more. So friend, if your
air eonditiener isn't eooling you quite as much as you
think it sheuld, just remember, it could be worse, and,
oh yes, there was one drawback to the ladies with the fans.
They did net have deodorants back in those days so the
breeze wasn't always pleasant.

Life Insurance-Annulties

Long Term Care Insurance

Up to $200,000 Life Insurance
without Medical Exam. Ages 1870

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU
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Huntsville
Trivia

1877 - Humitsville suffers
from weather problems. The
temperature is 4 degrees below
zero, with a 15 inch smow on
the ground. Icebergs are re-
ported floating in the Tennessee
River.

1879 - The first phonograph
is demonstrated in Huntsville.
It was shown at the Huntsville
Female Seminary and the ad-
mission was 50 cents per per-
son. The money went toward the
purchase of song books.

1889 - Coal 6il is discovered
on the farm of T. B. Crawford,
three and a half miles from
downtown Huntsville.

1880 - City editor Frank

Coleman is involved in a gun-
fight with two federal marshals.

Thirteen shots were fired but no
one was hit.

1882 - Huntsville hires its
first black policemen, Joe
Scales and Robert Brandon.
Madison County also had the
only black legislator in Alabama
that year, W. P Williams.

1889 - Businesses deown-
town are draped in black,
mourning the death of Jefferson
Davis, President of the Confed-
eracy.

1899 - Joe Wheeler, a gen-
eral in the Spanish American
War, visits Huntsville and is pre-
sented with a horse as a gift.
The last time he visited Hunts-
ville, in uniform, he was a gen-
eral for the Confederacy.

1908 - The first local auto-
mobile agency and garage opens
at 212 Washington Street. The
owners were W. T. Harris and
James W. Johnson.

1913 - W. J. Austiss of
Scottshoro rents the old Gurley
City Hall to install Gurley's first
moving picture theater. Lemon-
ade and roasted peanuts were
sold as refreshments.

“[Everyone] goes out of their way to see to mom's personal needs'

#’e Smecialize in Historic Homes
John M. Bzdell 326-8053

“Even if the voices in my head
aren’t real, they have some
pretty good ideas.”

Jeremy Stoddard

“| am confident of her care’

“My mother's needs are met fully, and the relationship she and | have
established with the Hearthstone family has exceeded my expectations”
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"I¥'s Coeked In The Pit"

Pork Sandwich
Chicken Sandwich
Turkey Sandwich
Rib Sandwich
Pork Plate

1/2 Chicken Plate
Ribs (Slab)

Ribs (1/2 Slab)
Whole Chicken
Whole Shoulders
French Fries
Potato Salad
Pies

Baked Beans
Green Beans
Hushpuppies

828-8777 828-8778

Bill & Rosemary Leatherwood, owmers

Ask For Qur Special
Kid's Menu!

Tiry Our Famous

Brunswiick Stew & Stufffed Potatoes

Specialty Items

Salads

Hot Bogs

Hamburgers

Slaw bBogs

Chili Bogs

Cheeseburgers

Plate binners

Chicken Fingers

Rib Plates I

12 & 3 Ib. Pork Specials
and much morelfi

Give your wiffe a break frem the kitchen
tonight! Order OLE BAB'S BARB-Q.

We Sell BARR-B-Q by The Pound!
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The Story of
Alfred L. Clark

by Emma McKenzie

Alfred Clark, who was born
in Huntsville on October 20,
1886, only had his eyesight un-
til the age of 7. In spite of that,
he led a life that was full of in-
ventions and love of people.
When he died at the age of 82,
he was living here at the home
of one of his nieces.

Alfred had two sisters and
two brothers. The youngest
brother was my father, James
W. Clark. After going through a
serious illness and rare fever
with subsequent surgeries that
were unsucecessful, Alfred lost
his eyesight completely, at the
age of 7. That never stopped him
from completing any of his en-
deavors, however.

As a youngster he delivered
a newspaper called “Grit” to
homes in the Village. Each home
had a fence with a gate, but he
never missed an entrance.

Alfred was always able to take
care of himself completely with
personal hygiene and was able to
shave and dress himseif, ready to
do or go wherever he wanted for
the rest ofthe day. He always wore
a suit, shirt, felt hat and dark sun-
glasses, and carried a walking
cane. Later he went to the school
for the blind in Talladega, Ala-
bama where he received a good
education and learned how to
type and read Braille.

Among other things Alfred
was an inventor, & news commen-
tator and ran a concession stand
in the Madison County courthouse
from 1948 to 1958. He had a
shoeshine stand there also. He
often would take the city bus to
his job at the courthouse but most
of the time he walked from
Merrimack to uptown, occasion-
ally catching a ride from a friend.

At one time he ran a grocery

store in Hobbs Island but had te
cloese due to s6 much theft.

He also owned and operated
the gristmill on Pike Street, now
Triana Blvd., in Huntsville. He
supplied fresh eernmeal and
flour to many families here. He
could play dominoes as well as
anyone. His partners would tell
him which spots were showing

and by feeling he dots he would
play, scoring and blocking the
game as well as any of his op-
ponents. Over the years he read
books on automobile mechan-
ics and eould just listen to an
engine running and be able to
tell what was wrong with it.
Some of his inventions were
legendary, although he never got

Alabama

Tall Stories Told about Huntsville

Some true and some off uncertain relialbiliry . . .

Darryl Goldman has told stories before audiences botn
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(256) 882-1299
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When your elderly loved one needs assistance
either temporarily or on an ongoing basis, Home
Buddies provides the highest quality care for
seniors, helping to maintain independence.

e Care in your own home, in the hospital, and in

o Experienced elder care workers
« Transportation to activities, shopping,
errands, and appointments, helping seniors

e Household chores and meal preperation
o Convalescent care during recovery from

You can own a Home Buddies in your
region! Ifyou want to be a part of
"The Caring Connection" and touch
people's lives, Home Buddies is a
unique business opportunity for you.

email: homebuddies@oomesesit net

www.homebuddies.com
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patents on them. Seme of his
other inventions included:

- A kitchen cabinet that
would dole out measured
amounts of staples such as
flour, sugar, coffee, etc.

- A porch clock that allowed
a homeowner to leave messages
for delivery people. The eloeck
showed time as well as tempera-
ture.

- A burglar mat, that, when
placed at the door of a resi-
dence, would trigger an alarm
when anyone stepped upon it

- A machine to make mops
and brooms, which was one of
his major sources of income

In addition to this he was a
fine piano player and eould tune
pianos beautifully. He was a
member of Merrimack Church of
Christ. He could cane bottoms of
chairs and make them look just
like new. He ran for Alabama
State Senator, but lost in the elee-
tion.

My niece remembers that
when she was a small girl, Uncle
Alfred would take the children

HUNTSVILLE'S
TRAIN STORE

A Model Ralllioaders Paradise

to the store to buy apples for
them. He could just feel the
apples and pick out the best one
for them.

He could recognize a person
by just a simple Hello, he met
everyone with a huge smile and
friendly handshake. He would
hold a small baby and tell the
mother how beautiful the child
was. He was a wonderful ora-
tor and a beloved radio com-
mentator on what used to be
WBHP radio.

Alfred was a bachelor who
was a part of many families. He
had a beautiful tenor voice and
would sing many a night on cool
summer nights on the porch.
"Beautiful Dreamer” was one of
my favorites, and the hymn "In
the Garden".

He was never sick until his
later years and never let his
handicap hinder him from do-
ing anything. I remember being
a part of his life until I moved
away in 1952.

I lived most of this story
with him and heard the rest
from my parents as I grew up.
He was a good friend, brother,
uncle and brought so much
happiness to so many here.
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Weest Station
Amitiques

Come visit us in
Owens Cross Roads at the
Hiistoric Hornbuckle Garage

on old Hwy 431.
Phone (256) 725-BOOK (2665)

Books - Paper Items
Postcards - Linens - Quiilts
Pottery - China - Glassware

Sterling Silver - Jewelry
Furniture

Visit us aft our website:
Wi @ lbsombooks.com

3037 Old Highway 431
Owens Cross Roads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

New Houwrss: Thurs - Sat 10 -5
Sun-1-5
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Huntsville

Happenings
in 1907

- In the recorder's eourt this
morning Peter Stevens, arrested
for disorderly conduct, was
fined $5 and costs.

- John Williams, an old man
who was arrested a few days ago
for drunkenness, was ordered
released and directed to leave
Huntsville at once. Williams is
quite an old man being 72 years
of age and Mayor Smith took
pity en him.

- By reason of an open
switch on the Southern railway
freight traln No. 306 - J. Ed-
ward, engineer and switch train
No 431 with Conductor Miller
in charge - collided on the side
track on Meridian Street late
yesterday afternoon, wrecking
and derailing two cars of the
regular train, demolishing the
pilots of both engines, smash-
ing the front of a car and the
trueks of the end of the switch
train. No one was hurt.

- Hon. W. T. Lawler, probate
judge of Madison County, en-
tered upon his 4th year of of-
flce on Monday morning with
every deed mortgage left on the
books from the past year. Busi-
ness is heavier than ever and the
probate office is especially busy.

- Mrs. Elma Wesley died of

apoplexy in Merrimack. A long
time resident of Merrimack Vil-
lage, she died last night after a
few days illness with apoplesyy.
She left three daughters.

- R.C. Smallwood, sixty
years, died last night at his resi-

dence in the Lowe Mill Village of

pneumonia.

- The bursting of a water
main leading from the city
pumping station to the

standpipe caused no end of

trouble Saturday and Sunday. A

leak was found in front of the
Schiffman Building on the south-
east corner of the square early
Saturday morning and a force
of men set to work to dig down
and make the necessary repair.
The job was bigger than they
thought it to be. When the hard
crust of the macadamized street
was removed the escaping water
burst forth and flooded the
street.

The flood washed out a bed

down the gutter and being unable
to get in the storm sewer at
Randolph Street, passed on down
to Clinton and flooded that cor-
ner. No damage whatever was
done by the flood, however.

“Please don't throw your
cligarette butts on the floor.
The roaches are getting
cancer.”

Sign seen in Decaiturr nightclub

Carpet Cleaning - Pressure Washing - Water Damage

B =T

www.dirtbustersrestoration.com

Located a scamt 5.8 miles (that's ten

minutes) from Downtown Huntsville

HadlfAcre Lots, Side Entry Garages, Granite
Coumntertops, Hardwoods and Tile

For Pre-Sales Information or to Reserve a Lot
CALL:
Mark Fortson, GRI, ABRM, CRS, Associate Broker
RE/MAX Huntsville 256-679-1772
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Tips from Liz

* When you vacation on the
beach, take a small bottle ofbaby
powder to sprinkle on your skin
as you leave - the sand will slide
right offl

* This tip is from Hannah
Troup, who is almost 7. When
you have a bandaid on you and
it’s time to take it off, it will come
off much easier if you rub baby
oil on it before you remove the
bandaid.

* Put cooked egg yolks in a
zip lock bag. Seal, mash til they
are broken up. Add the rest efyour
ingredients for deviled eggs to the
bag, mash some more. Cut a
small corner off the bag and just
squeeze the yolk mixture into your
egg halves.

* When you feel stressed out,
go to Bennett’s nursery, or Earth
Touch, and just walk around,
breathing in that fresh air.
You'll feel like a new person!

* Heat up left-over pizza in a
non-stick skillet on tep of the
stove, set heat to medium low and
heat til warm. This keeps the
crust erispy and no more Soggy
microwave pizzal

* To keep squirrels from eat-
ing your plants, just sprinkle with
cayenne pepper. Won’t hurt the
plant, but the squirrels hate it!

* Before you pour sticky sulb-
stances into your measuring eup,
rinse it out with het water and
don’t dry. Your ingredient, like
peanut butter, will slide right out!

* Use baking soda with a
damp rag to remove kid’s crayon
marks from your walls.

* To prevent fires from ocecur-
ring in your clothes dryer, take the
filter out and wash it with hot
soapy water occasiomally. The
dryer cloths you use are sealing
the filter (prove it by pouring wa-
ter into your filter) and ecould
catch fire.

* After shopping, and you get
into your car, immediately lock

your door. Ifsemeone comes up to
you and wants to talk to you or ask
you something, just shake your
head and go home. There’s no
need to take unnecessary chances.

* Make your own iced Green
tea. Just brew about 8 teabags for
2 quarts, pour into your container
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with Crystal Lite lemonade
(about hallffthe container, to your
taste) and fill with water. It’s de-
lielous and no unhealthy ingre-
dients!

¥ Ifyeur life is too compli-
cated, uncomplicate it. And that
includes people in your life.
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Call now to reserve the Deli for your special event
alfter 4pm - either provide your own refrestmnents or
we will cater for you

Open 5:30 AM til 2:30 PM

489-3354
BREAKFAST - LUNGH - SANDWNCHES

OKfil) DOGS - BURGERS - DESSERTS
SOUP OF THE DAY
CORNER PRATT AVE. AND WASHINGTON ST.

Specializing in sealing & strip-
ing. We do parking lots, handi-

cap parking and driveways.

Call for free estimates
Cell 656-9357
Office 881-8337




News From the Year 1946

Churchill Warns of
Iron Curtain

‘From Stettin in the Baltic to
Trieste in the Adriatic, an iron
curtain has descended aecross
the Continent," proclaimed Win-
ston Churchill today in a speech
at Fultonn, Missouri. The former
British Prime Minister, referring
to ideological barriers, warned
that differences between the West-
ern capitalist world and the East-
ern eemmunist world seemed ir-
reconcilable and that the Soviet
Union desired “"indefinite expan-
sion' ofits power and doctrines.

Churchill urged the United
States and Great Britain to for-
mulate an alliance to discour-
age possible Soviet hegemomy.

Reaction to the address var-
ied considerablyy. The London
Times took exception to
Churehill's remarks about Rus-
sia, declaring, "while Western
democracy and communism are

in many respects opposed, they
have much to learn from each
other."

U.S. Senator Pepper said
Churchill spoke *in his best
Marlborough manner for imperi-
alism - but it is always British im-
perialism."

However, Senator Robertson
agreed with the statesman, say-
ing that until Russia "rolls up
the iron curtain,” close Anglo
American relations are essential.
British Conservative Anthony
Eden underlined Churchill's
desire for constructive existence
with Russia.

Most political observers
agree that America and Britain
should eontinue to work to-
gether in a world so volatile, but
with Russia’s inereasing desire to
dominate Europe the prospects
for peace are growing dimmer.

Solving your
heaith : 4
puzzie Cleansing & Wisight

256-883-4127 Herbs Loss
Open Monday - Saturday Vitamins
info@ruthomatrition.com Massage

Refiexology

Natural Foods

Master Herbalist
Auricular Therapy
Magnetic Therapies
Electrodermal Testing
Rapid Eye Technology

7540-P South Memnorial Pkwy.
Rosie’s Shopping Center
Hiuntsville, Alabama

New Year - New You!

www.ruthsnutrition.cem

Einstein Deplores
Use of Atom Bomb

In an interview with a Brit-
ish journal today, Albert
Einstein stated regrets over use
of the atorn bomb.

"A great majority of scien-
tists," he said, "were opposed
to the sudden employment of the
bomb (on Hiroshima)."

Einstein did mnot think
Roosevelt would have used it,
as he often ecounseled the Presi-
dent in nueclear matters. In
March 1945, he sent him a
memo urging the bomb not be
used on Japan.

For reasons umknown,
Roosevelt’s stafff never delivered
the note. Einstein went on to say
that the future of our world will
be dictated by countries trying
to develop their own bomb.

Custom Cels

Lawn & Landscape Service
Commercial & Residential

* Miulch & Sod

* Flowers & Shrubs

* Lawn & Landscape
Management

* Aerating & Overseeding

* Free Estimates

* Commercial & Residential

* Refferences Available

* State Certified  ¢yiSNels,,

5 BEEB!
Jimmy Stubbs
(256) 828-9224
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IBM
Develops First
Computer

The U.S. War Department
has announced the use of an ex-
tremely sophisticated calculator it
calls ENIAC. ENIAC (Electronic
Numerical Integrator and Com-
puter) works 1,000 times faster
than any calculator ever devised.
It operates by the flow of electrons
in 18,000 vacuum tubes. There is
not a single moving part in the ma-
chine.

ENIAC's creator is Interna-
tional Business Machines, a
company previously known for
punched card tabulating devices.
The company plans to release
its less ambitious electronic ecal-
culator called the 603 Multiplier.
The 603 will be available for
commercial use.

The vacuum tube is respon-
sible for advancement over the
adding machine. Mechanical
switches are replaced by elee-
tronic pulses. Electrons flow
effectively in the gas-controlled
tube.

Although the computer will
prove a boon for mathematic
equations, it is not thought that it
will have many ether uses.

People eat Horse
Meat as Prices
Soar

New Yorkers are eating horse
flesh in inereasing amounts, it
was learned this week as sup-
plies of standard meats stayed
at a record low. Black marketing
spread and poultry prices soared
to $1 a pound. Prices on choice
cuts of horse meat are 17 and 21
cents a pound. Former Mayor
LaGuardia has called the eating
of horses a sign of degeneration,
while Health Comrmmissioner
Weinstein says horse meat is "as
nutritious and as good as any
other meat.”

Louis Kayos
Billy Conn

Joe Loulis, in the 22nd de-
fense of his world heavyweight
boxing title, pounded Billy Conn
for seven rounds and then fin-
ished him off in the eighth. A
battered and bruised Conn said
after being knocked out at two
minutes 19 seconds of the
eighth, "I'm quitting. This is my
last fight"

Only time will tell if he
means it.
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AGENCY

Professional Academy
of Modeling & Acting

Surarmer Workshops

starting in July
Call for details

Teen through Adult

Preschool
through

Breteen

(256)536-5200

708 Andrew Jackson Way
Huntsville, Al 35801

Wiww:pamaagency.com

“Once you're in heaven, do
you have to wear the clothes
you were buried in for

all eternity?”

Sammnny Johnston
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Old Tyme Friendly Service
717 Prait Ave, NE
Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 Days A Week
Prescriptions Compounded
Computerized Proflles

BellSouth Payment Center
AT&T Phone Center

| US Gov't. Post Office - UPS Shipping

| (256) 539-7443 - Fax (256) 539-1012
The Only Discount Drug Store With Service”
m

|

Penn

MADE TO ORDER
WINDOWS AND DOORS

Dilworth - Chris Craig

2802

Youir Professional Construction

Specialis

256-539-7704

Mermmorial Parkway S.W.

Hunisville, Alabama 35801
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Times Have Changed

Downtown circa 1953

1 - Courthouse 3 - Washington St 5 -YMCA
2 - Schiffman Big 4 -Elks Big 6 -Clinton Av

MILLER & MILLER

Helping to build Huntsville
for over 50 Years

General Contractors
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Twickenham
’ I Builders L.L.C.
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l Huntsville, Alabama
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The
Thomas
Townsend
Story

A few years after the Civil War,
Thomas Townsend, by any defi-
nition, was a successful man. He
owned a palatial home on Adams
Street, had a large plantation near
Hazel Green, was a successful at-
torney and had been elected as a
Huntsville city alderman.

None of this would have been
unusual except for the fact that
Townsend was an ex-slave in an
era when racisrm controlled ev-
ery facet of the community’s
social, business and political life.

And he was also related to
many of the most prominent
white families in Huntsville.

Townsend's father, Samuel
Townsend, was white and also
one of the wealthiest, and larg-
est planters in North Alabama.
He owned a total of eight plan-
tations, seven of which were in
Madison County and the 8th in

“| feel so miserable without
you, it's almost like having
you here.”

Stephen Bishop

Jackson Countyy. The main plan-
tation, where he lived, eonsisted
of over 1,700 acres near Hazel
Green and was worked by hun-
dreds of slaves.

Townsend was a hard and
shrewd businessman who was
known to spend hours poring
over ledgers trying to squeeze an
extra dollar's profit out of a cot-
ton ecrop. He reportedly did not
drink, smoke or indulge in any
other of the numerous vices com-
mon to the wealthy elite ofthat era.

The only weakness he had
was Hannah, a tall, dusky, slen-
der slave who worked as his
housekeeper and shared his bed
at night.

Hannah was rumeored to be
the daughter of a James Bierney,
a Huntsville attorney whose illicit
affair was discovered when his

wife's serving girl became preg-
nant. The wife, after questioning
the servant, discovered her hus-
band was the father.

Fearing a scandal, the wife
ordered her husband to send the
slave to New Orleans to be sold.
Instead, Bierney sold his preg-
nant mistress to Samuel
Townsend, where he continued to
visit her.

Bierney later moved to Cin-
einnatiwhere he ran for President
under the Abolitionist party.

After Hannah was born she

“If you want to be loved by
someone who isn't in your
family, it sure doesn’t hurt to
be beauiiful.”

Ashley Bender, age 7
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lived in the “big house" with her
mother who became Townsend's
housekeeper.

Townsend evidently was in-
trigued by the young girl. He en-
sured that she was taught proper
manners, dressed right and was
even taught to read and write.

At a young age; some ac-
counts have her being only 13
years old, Townsend took her
as his mistress.

Hannah took a keen interest
in everything that transpired on
the plantation. Townsend was
often gone weeks at a time on
business and he began delegat-
ing much of supervision of the
plantation to his mistress.

Strangelly, given the elimate
of the times, Townsend made no
particular effort to hide his re-
lationship. Even when she be-
gan to bear him children, nine
in all, they all lived in the “big
house” as a "normal” familky.

When Thomas, the eldest
son, was born, Townsend doted
on him the same way any loving
father would. Thomas often ac-
companied his father on trips
into Humtsville where he was
undoubtedly the subject ef much

“A good scapegoat is nearly as
good as finding a solution to
the problem.”

Sallly Luther

ASIAN
PERSUASION

speculation and gossip.

Many people were infuriated
that Townsend had hired a tu-
tor to educate his son. This was
a violation of Alabama law for-
bidding slaves from having an
education.

Humtsville was a small
town and although almost ev-
ery one realized who Thomas'
grandfather and father were, in
the eyes of the law he was still
a slave.

When Samuel Townsend
died in 1855 his will stated
that his entire estate was to be
liquidated with the proceeds
going to his children and mis-
tress. He also made provisions
for Hannah and the children
to be taken North and freed.
Under a law passed in 1834,
slaves who were freed by their
master eould net remain in the
state of Alabama.

Tho-
mas, along
with his
siblimgs
were then
sent to
Wilberforce,
Ohio where
they were
enrolled in
a private
boarding
school.

The
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will ereated a furor in Madison
County. While most people were in-
elined to look the other way at
people's private affairs, the idea of
leaving an estate valued in the hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars to "a
negro werich and her picaninnies”
weas appalling to many of
Townsend's former friends.
Repeated efforts were made to
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have the will declared invalid but
they all failed. Townsend had an-
ticipated the efforts and, before
his death, had hired some ofthe
best attorneys in the state to draw
up an iron-clad will.

Finallly, a much simpler strat-
egywas decidedonto  deprive
the family of their imtenitt-
ance.

The administrators of the
estate simply took their time in
liquidating it. Part of the land
was sold to friends on credit.
Other parts were leased, with
the rent going back to the estate
where the administrators and
attorneys lined their pockets.

Between 1855 and 1860 the
family had received less than
$7,000 out of an estate that was
valued at almest $250,000.

Meanwhile, Thomas, the
eldest son, had completed his
education in Ohio and was devot-
ing almost all ofhis time trying to
claim his inheritance.

The Civil War brought a
temporary end to the settlement,
when it was declared illegal to
transfer momney, or propenty, to
anyone at war with the
Confedersacy.

In 1866 Thomas finally
gained control of the estate but
was immediately confronted
with new problems. Much of the
property had been sold on eredit
but, in a country ravaged by the
Civil War, there was little money
for anyone to pay bills with.
Thomas decided to return to
Huntsville to try and put the
farnily’s affairs in erder.

Although Thomas probably
thought his visit would be short,
he almost immediately became
involved in community affairs.
He became a teacher for one of

“People who want to share
their religious views with you
almost never want you to
share yours with them.”

Dave Barry, Collummmist

the first Black schools organized
in Huntsville and was instrumen-
tal in starting several programs
designed to aid the ex-slaves in
their new found freedom.

In 1868 the estate was finally
settled. Thomas received less
than $4000.00 after the money
was divided and attorneys fees
paid.

Undaunted, Thomas rented

the Wade plantation, part of the u a rb h
original Townsend estate, and

began farming, Many ofthe blacks & T'[E
working on the farm were y Ini€
undoubtedly the same people he |
grew up with as slaves. Ceramie - Marible

As the plantation began once .
again to prosper, Thomas Granite Counter Tops
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Respected by both the black
and white communities, Thomas
Townsend became a bridge
across the racial barriers. When
the government began issuing
pensions for the black seldiers,
Thomas became a claims attor-
ney and, working with several
white attorneys, helped secure
pensions for many of the black
veterans.

In 1880 Thomas Townsend
was elected as a city alderman,
the first black to ever held that
position. He carried both the
black and white sections of
Huntsville.

As hard as it may be to be-
lieve, he was appointed to a
committee overseeing the pub-
lic schools even though blacks
were forbidden to attend. He
later served on the advisory
board for the fire department
and worked as a writer for the
Huntsville Gazette.

When he died in 1916 he was
eulogized by all the Huntsville
newspapers.

As a tribute to a man who
was born into slavery and be-
came one of Huntsville's most
respected citizens, the eityvoted
unzmirmously t6 name a street
after him. Townsend Street is
located between Madison and
Franklin Streets near Huntsville
Hospital.

“His mother should have
thrown him away and kept
the stork.”

Mae st

Incident at
Cox's Stili
House

An early landmark in upper
Paint Rock Valley was Cox's
Still House, on Clear Creek.
Oddly enough, some innocent
jollification turned sour for a
group of Union soldiers at the
Still House one day in 1864.
Abeut 40 of the boys in blue had
retired to the secluded spot,
meaning to take time out from
the brutal War Between the
States. The yankees quickly con-
fiscated all the whisky they could
find, intending to make some
egg nog with the milk and eggs
they had stolen from local
farmers.

Unfortunately, they made so
much racket that some of Bush-
whacker" Johnston's Confeder-
ates heard them. The Johnny
Rebs sent several oftheir men to
slip around behind the yankees.
Meanwhile, the rest of the Confed-
erates set an ambush along the
road. Without warning, the
Confeds in advance opened fire
into the earousingyankees. Panic
stricken, the blue coats dropped
their booze and fled straight into
the ambush.

When the yankees sobered
up, they were faced with the
double humiliation of having a
hangover and being taken
prisoners.

Old Huntsville Page 51

Facials & Massage

by Marsha Mathes
Esthetician & Massage Therapist

* Organic Skin Care Products
* Facials

* Belavl' Faraift Massage

* Yam/Purnpkin Peel

* Ashlatsu Barefoot Massage
* Waxing

EMINENCE
HANDMADE

ORGANIC SHIN CARE

HUNGARY
698-2151

Located in the
Healling Arts Center
106 Lincoln Street

“food for your skin™

www./healingartshsv.com
Lieense #1885 & 112459

AA Major Medical
insurance Plan:

Doctor Office Copay, Drug Card
and Dental. Miedical, Dental, Life
Insurance Available for individual.
Farily, Business, Medicare
Supplement Available on Disabil-
ity or Age 65 and Up. Short Term,
effective immediately.

Ages 15 Days to 65.

Rain Rdief Foolwamr

|**

\
II's



http://www.healingartshsv.com

Oid Huntsville Page 52

The sowrce informationfor this article on
Frank Gurley came from an old 1920's pulb-
lication called the Confederate Vieteran and
was generously subritted by Bill Wallicer.

Captain Frank B. Gurley feared for his life.
He had been captured and was to stand trial
for killing Union General Robert McCook
during a raid near New Market in 1862. The
Northern newspapers had misrepresented the
MecCook incident and pictured Gurley as a
criminal and murderer, and the Federals
wanted their revenge.

Capt. Framk Gurley finally arrived in Nash-
ville by train and was placed in a four by
seven foot cell in the military prison and
clamped in heavy chains. In the same wing of
the prison, there were 400 Federal prisoners
all in ball and chain. Some would whistle,

some would sing, and all would curse and rattle their
chains. Gurley said "such a sight is better imagined than
described.”

Gurley was kept confined and his harsh treat-
ment and illness made him delirious with fever. He
wrote to the Union commandant at Nashville, Major
General Gordon Grainger, and told him “long con-
finement and lack of attention will soon kill me,
and if that is what you want, please do me the honor
of having me shot as soon as your conscience will
permit.” This complaint allowed him to go outside
to the yard during the days.

By this time, Captain Hunter Brooke, who had
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been on the wagon with MeCook,
was acting judge advocate of the
Department of the Cumberiand.
He was most anxious to bring
Gurley to trial and conviet him,
and begin pressing Secretary of
War Edwin M. Stanton and
Judge Advocate General Joseph
Holt to arrange for an early trial
of the "robber and murderer".
They agreed and arranged for an
early trial before a military com-
mission to comimeiice on De-
cember 2, 1863.

Meanwhile, letters from Con-
federate Generals Nathan B.
Forrest, Joseph E. Johnson,
and William J. Hardee were re-
ceived by the U. S. Army sup-
porting Gurley's contention that
he was a Confederate officer at
the time of the killing and
should be treated as a prisoner
of War.

These letters were sent to Gen-
eral U. S. Grant who advised the
Confederate officers that the
Gurley affair fell under the juris-
diction of Major General George
H. Thomas and assured them
Gurley would get a fair trial.

A fair trial was impossibie,
considering the anger and preju-

“Why do round pizzas
come in square boxes?

Hannah Troup, age 6 3/4

dice against Gurley. His lawyers
Jordan Stokes and Belie Peyton
were able to present their evi-
dence and eross examine the
prosecution witnesses. There
seemed to be no question that
Gurley had shot MeCook.

The ease centered on
whether or not he was an of-
ficer or citizen at the time of the
killing. The defense failed to
produce a ecomrnission, per-
haps because Gurley's house
had been burned to the ground
by Union eavailry. Major General
Lovell H. Rousseau did testify
that he had seen a eommission
earlier from Major General
Kirby Smith authorizing Gurley
to raise a company of partisan
rangers.

The court also had a letter
from General Nathan B. Forrest
that told that Gurley had served
in his regiment from July 1861
and had not been out of the ser-
vice until his capture. In spite if
this evidence, passions were too
high and Frank Gurley was found
guilty of the murder of General
MecCook and sentenced to be
"hanged by the neck until dead".

Gurley commented that the
prison was a horrible place with
800 Union prisoners and “flies
so thiek you would get two of
them in your mouth when you
opened it". For trying to escape,
he was made to sleep in his cell
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in ehalns. Gurley saw one Yankee
prisoner slash his own throat with
a razer. Eight of the ten men in
the same lock-up with Gurley
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were hanged.

Gurley's execution was de-
layed while the verdict and find-
ings ofthe commission moved up
the chain of command. General
Thomas approved the guilty ver-
dict but suspended the execution
due to the unusual circumstances
and battle excitement under
which the erime was committed.

Thomas recommended the
sentence be commuted to five
years in prison and sent these
recommendations to the Judge
Advocates office in Washington.
Judge Advocate General Joseph
Holt seems to have been particu-
larly vindictive in the Gurley case
because he sent the trial papers
to President Lincoln with his
recommendations that the
original sentence be carried out
in spite of threats of retaliation
from the Confederate Govern-
ment. Lincoln signed the papers
approving the verdict, but he pi-
geonholed the autherization to
carry out the sentence.

Gurley remained in prison for
ayear expecting to be hung at any
time. Then in January 1865, the
army bureaucracy made a big
mistake and Capt. Frank B.
Gurley was included with other
prisoners being transferred to
Louisville for the exchange of Con-
federate officers who were being
exchanged.

Due to the high profile of
Gurley's case, the jailer in Nash-
ville asked for clarification from
Washington, and was told by the
War Department the order ap-
plied to "all officers" held in irons
and close confinement. The jailer
then sent Gurley to Louisville with
eighteen other prisoners.

Fitom Louisville, the prisoners
were sent to Pittsburgh then to
Point Lookouit, Maryland. In Pitts-
burgh, the group was nearly
mobbed by a large angry erowd
who had found out Gurley was
in the group. They had thirty
guards that protected them.

On March 17, 1865, Capt.

Gurley was exchanged
at Aikens Landing, Vir-
ginia and embarked on
the long trek home. As
he moved south, he
found most of the rail-
roads had been de-
stroyed. A year in
prison had made him
too weak to walk but
some of the stronger
ones went ahead and
sent back wagons and
carriages for him.

He arrived in Mont-
gomery, Alabama
where he ran into his
old eommander Gen-
eral Roddy who gave
him a horse. He contin-
ued on to Madison
County and stayed with
his brothers and sisters
in Gurley until Lee sur-
rendered. i

Frank Gurley went Huritsvil
to Huntsville, took the
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Bver a We can

wwwANAonlme.com

Securities clisred through AXA Advisors, LLC (NY, NY, 212-31414800), member NASD: 8IPC. Aafuity and insurance products otiered
through AXA Network, LLC and its subsidisnes GE-30480(b) (11/04)

Realtor


mailto:todemill@knoloqy.net
wwwAXAonine.com
yahoo.com

0Old Huntsville Page 56 e |

oath ofallegiance, and received the parole. He did
not feel safe in Huntsville so he went to Gallatin,
Tennessee for two months and “had a big time
with the women®. Then believing the danger had
passed, he went back home and on November 6th,
was elected sherifff of Madison Coutntiy.

Gurley did not know it but he was in greater
peril than before because General Joseph Holt
found out Gurley had escaped punishment and
got President Andrew Johnson to approve orders
to re-arrest Gurley and carry out the sentence.

Orders went out to all departmental command-
ers to search and capture the culprit. A sergeant
was even sent to the Louisiana swamps to search
for him. No one thought to look for him at home
until news of his election to sheriff appeared in
the papers.

On November 28th, Gurley was arrested,
loaded with irons, and put in the Huntsville jaii.
His execution was set for November 30th but a
telegram arrived from President Johnson sus-
pending the execution until further orders.

Frank Gurley's friends and neighbors had
come to his aid. They had arranged for a delega-
tion to meet with the President and since many of
Gurley's supporters were pro-Union, Johnson was
receptive to their case.

About the same time the Union Army com-
mander in Hunisville had advised President
Johnson the citizens were threat-

outliving, by many years, Captain Brooke, Gen-
eral Holt, and others who sought his death
during and after the Civil War.
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ening to resume killing Yankees if
Gurley was executed. The situa-
tion could turn real ugly.
Preparing the case took a long
time and Gurley remained in

irons until one ofhis friends wrote Repairs

to General Thomas and pointed Pavers

out the jail was escape proof. The Curbs

irons were ordered removed. \galkkways
In April 1866, President Stgz es

Johnson consulted with General Stucco

Grant about the case, and al-
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though General Holt still insisted

that the sentence be carried out,
Grant recommended the case be
dropped and Gurley be released

upon taking an oath to remain a

loyal citizen to the United States.
Gurley signed the oath and was
finally released.

For the next fifty-four years '

Frank B. Gurley lived on his farm l
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Roscoe Roberts - Donald Royston - Bill Russell - Bill Sevey - Reggie Skinner - Joe Sloan
Bob Smith - Walt Terry - John Vaughn - Ray Weinberg - Jim White
Jim Yeager - Sam Zeman



News from
1943

- Police Chief Herman Giles
recently announced the purchase
of two-way radios for the eity's
police cars. It is expected the
radios will help to put a step to
the ecounty's whiskey runners
who have been operating with
impunity so far. The radios have
been tried successfully so far in
Birmingham and Mobile. Giles
is quoted as saying. "The ben-
efits will justify the cost.”

- A piece of history has faded
into the background as Confed-
erate Veterans unfurled their
flags for the last time. The last
official reunion of the comrades
in gray was marked by John
Steger placing a wreath of flow-
ers at the base of the Confeder-
ate statue. A volunteer honeor
guard was provided by soldiers
stationed at the Arsenal. With
few people attending, it was
unanimously decided to make
this the last official reunion.

- Residents of Madison
County have set a state record
in purchasing war bonds. The
$446,000 raised will be used to
purchase a Liberator B-24
bomber that will be named “*The
Madison County, Alabaima.”

- In other county news, a new
housing project located on
Seminole Drive had its grand
opening last week. The project is
named Binford Court in honor of
the late Henry C. Binford. The
project is one of the rmost
modern facilities in the state.

Law of the Alibi:

If you tell your boss you
were late for work because
you had a flat tire, the very
next morning you will have

a flat tire.

- In a joint statement issued
by Mayer McAllister and Hunts-
ville Police Chief Herman Giles,
assurances were given that ad-
equate measures have been put
in place to protect Huntsville's
water supply from possible en-
emy sabotage. Mayor McAllister

HUNTSVILLE

Rodney W. Bowerman
180 Old Hwy. 431, SteC
256-536-0612

Ken Butdorf
2006 Cecil Ashburn Dr.
2856-489-0186

Jason Chicosky
7527 S. Mem. Pkwy.
256-881-0849

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

IF YOU'RE NOT AT YOUR LAST JOB,

YOUR 401(Kk)

SHOULDN'T E EITHER.

Leaving a 401(k) with a previous employer could mean
leaving it alone with no one to watch over it.

At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your 401 (k)
and help you select the one that's best for you. If you'd like
to roll it over into an Edward Jones IRA, we can help you
do it without paying taxes or penalties. So you can feel con-
fident someone is looking out for you and your 401 (k).

To find out why it makes sense to talk with Edward
Jones about your 401(k) options, csll or visit your
local investment representative today.

Russ Davis
2330 Pansy St.
256-539-7127

Michael M. Ellis
7129 Univ. Dr. NW
256-721-2694

James Falcon
5045 Mem. Pkwy. NW
256-852-0886

Steve Cundiff Jennifer Ray Walt Boost
2225 Drake Ave. 10300 Bailey Cove Rd. 165 ChestnutDr.
256-650-5211 256-880-3040 256-837-4361
Kitty Davenport

4900-G Corporate Dr.

256-430-3939
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says at this time there are no
plans to erect a fence around the
headwaters ofthe Big Spring,

- Madisen County Deputies
and Huntsville City Police are
jointly patrolling the spring and
have issued orders to arrest any
strangers loitering without cause.

MADISON

John Butterfield
3809 Sullivan St.
256-774-3046

Noble Harber
540 Hughes Rd.
256-772-7674

Andy Johnson
8097 Madison Bivd.
286-772-9127
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in Downtown Huntsville

Saturday, Sept 8, 2007

8:00 am to 5:00 pm

Pottery, Baskets, Antiques, Crafts, Arts, Antique Auto Display,
Quilts, Good Food, Collectibles, Music, Handmade Toys,
Entertainment, & much more...

Free clinical Eye, Hearing and blood sugar testing
Mobile Screening Unit will be available all day.

SPONSORED BY

THE VON BRAUN LION’S CLUB AND
HISTORIC HUNTSVILLE FOUNDATION

For more information

email hljacksonl@comcast.net

Vendor applications
g Call (256)852-5378
arrison Brothers 1897 - 2007 111 years on the square

Vendor applications available in the store.

Huntsville. Alabama


mailto:hljacksonl@comcast.net
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The Mayor of
Hurricane Creek

It was scorching hot the day they buried the
Mayor of Hurricane Creek. People fanned them-
selves with pieces of cardboard as preachers lined
up to tell us what a kind and gentle man J.B.
Tucker had been.
But we already knew that. Anyone who grew
up on Hurricane Creek could have told you the
same thing.
At one point in the service the preacher asked
anyone who wanted to share their merories to
come forward. A few people got up and talked about
him singing in the church choir and about his
love for his family and football.
Most people, however, remained silent, their
gaze directed at the floor. Their memeories were
personal, private, earned by decades of friendship.
The title “Mayor” was an honorary one. There
were no duties or functions to attend. Just shake
hands and greet your neighbors with a smile. Liv-
ing on Hurricane Creek for over three quarters of
a century qualified him for the job.
J.B. Tucker was born 1922, the only son of a
hard-working and religious couple. He was raised
in the cotton fields and the mountains; picking e
cotton for two cents a pound and working in a
sawmill for three dollars a day. .
In 1942 he was drafted and -
sent to England with the Army

Air Corps. He talked about see- OutBof the
ing airplanes returning from 0X
Implants

Germamy, all shet up and with
dead and wounded erew inside.
You could tell he didn’ like to
talk about it.

He was later sent to Ger-
many where he served as a
guard at a POW camp. Years
later he would be tormented by
horrible nightmares off what he
had seen.

He didn*t like to talk about
that, either.

He came home in 1946 and
married his sweetheart, Marga-
ret Frazier. A few years later they

The most destructive force
in the universe is gossip

Lois Craft

Extraction, placement of root form titanium implants, bone
grafting using either a synthetic bone, i.e. bone that is not of hu-
man or animal derivation, or bone that is either of human or animal
derivation; and in many cases placement of teeth in the same visit.
Four procedures are done in one visit.

The bone grafting will not require removal of bone from an-
other part of the body. Four to six months later we will replace
your good-looking, highly polished temporary teeth with perma-
nent porcelain teeth. This cost effective, outside-the-box proce-
dure can be done to provide you with teeth that stay in; i.e., they
never come out, or with teeth that come out only to be cleaned.

Come in today to see us for a free consultation. If you have a
panalipse Xray, please bring it, otherwise we have to charge for
one to help with the diagnosis.

Eugene H. Secott, Jr., D.D.S.
401 Lowell Drive #17

(256) 533-0434
Huntsvilie, Alabama 35801

No represemtation is made about the quality of dental services to be performed is
greater than the quality of dental services performed by other dentists.
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purchased a piece of land and
built a home only a few hun-
dred yards from where he was
born. The house cost almost
three thousand dollars.

He raised a garden and two
daughters there, although he
used to chuekle and say raising
the garden was easier.

IfJ.B. Tucker was the Mayor,
then Bobby Bragg’s store was
the community seat of govern-
ment. It was a place where politi-
cians would campaign while
drinking Double Cola and where
you would vote at election time.

J.B. was a die-hard Democrat
and his wife was a staunch Re-
publican. At every election they
would both walk down the hill to
the store and nullify each other’s
vote.

Politics were not discussed
very often in their home.

In 1946 his brother-in-law
helped him to get a job on the
Arsenal. Although he continued
working there until his retirement,
his heart was always in Hurricane
Creek. On his off days he could
always be seen helping a neigh-
bor in the fields, working in his
garden or cutting wood.

Once when he was asked
where he thought the Garden of
Eden was located, he paused in
thought for a long moment be-
fore replying; “It’s right here on
the Creek. Where else would it
be?”

Retirement was good to him.
He lived the life we all should
wish for. He had his tomato
plants, the fishing lake was only

a few miles distant and he had
a chair in the front yard where
he would sit for hours whittling
on a piece of wood and waving
at neighbors who passed by.

He didn’t worry much about
what happened on the other side
of the world. Everything he
wanted, his family, friends and
church were within a few miles
of home.

A football or basketball game
was all the excitement he wanted.

Whenever the church doors
were open you always knew he
would be sitting in his regular
seat on the right hand side of
room, three rows back.

And when the singing began,
his rich baritone voice would fili
the room. He didn’t have to look
at the song book; he knew them
all by heart.

Somehow it was appropriate
when the funeral service for the
Mayor was closed with a song,
Looking around the room you
would have seen many people
with their eyes closed. They were
all thinking the same thing,

“We can still hear him leading
the choir.”

Weak and Weary

A young beau, at his
sister's evening party, began
to sing "Why am I so Weak
and Weary?" when a little
brother brought the perfor-
mance to a close by yelling
out, "Aunt Mary says it's
because you come home so
late and drunk almost every

night!”
From 1870 Newspaper

“My wife's such a bad cook,
after dinner the dog begs
for Alka-Seltzer.”

Rodney Dangerfield

All At Competitive Prices

8515-B Whitesburg Drive
Just south of Lily Flagg Supply

Eartiilouch

Full Selection of Spring Annuais, Shrubs,
Tropicals. Shop For Rare & Hard To Find Plants.

Open Mon-Sat: 8am-5pm

(266) 880-3808

Quality Indoor and Outdoor Plants
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In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.

While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more
employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers
insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the same
location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777



A local landmark in 1923 was the home of J. Emory Pierce, located on the corner of Andrew
Jackson Way and Holmes Avenue. Most people called it “Pierce’s Castle.” Sugar sold for
6 cents a pound and service with Bell Telephone was only $3.20 per month. A new Buick would

cost you $1,500, but you could buy a Durant for only $590.
Those days are long gone, but the folks at Propst Drug store still
believe in offering the same dedicated, personal service that makes

our city a special place to live.
“Old Tyme Friendly Service” 717 Pratt Ave. NE
Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 days a week

(256) 539-7443

* One Hour Photo

US Gov't. Post Office
UPS Shipping

*



