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One story is told about the
time Davis asked a city employee
for eertain infoermation. When
weeks went by without it being sup-
plied, Davis ealled the person on the
carpet. The employee got angry and
loudly told the mayor that he worked
for a certain department head and
did not have to take orders from
anyone else.

The next morning the employee
arrived at work to find two men
moving his desk into the hallway.
One of the men paused and said,
“Mr. Davis said to tell you that you
might work for someone else, but
this is still his building!”
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In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.

While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more
employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers
insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the
same location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777



Mayor
Joe Davis

Huntsville has seen its fair
share of mayors in the last two
hundred years; some good,
some bad, some famous and
some infamous. Each ene of
them, in their own way, contrib-
uted to Huntsville’s rich history.

Ask around town, however,
and the name you will hear most
often is that of Joe Davis, a
man who spent his life believing
Huntsville could be more than just
cotton fields and rockets. He
served as Huntsville’s mayor for
twenty years and forever changed
its future.

The Davis family is one of
the oldest in Madison county.
According to tradition, when
John Hunt arrived at the Big
Spring in 1804 he found a cabin
under construction by Samuel
Davis. Unfortunately, Davis had
paused in his work to go back
to Georgia for his family. When
he returned Hunt had already
taken possession of the eabin
and moved in. Ironically, if
Hunt had moved on to a differ-
ent location, there is a good pos-
sibility we would be llving in
Davisville todagy.

Rather than pursuing his

elaim to the eabin, Davis moved
his family to the area of New
Market where, over the next hun-
dred years, they became typical,
hard-working families of the
rural south.

By the time Joe William
Davis was born in 1918, the
Davis family had spread across
Madison County with cousins,
in-laws, and probably a few out-
laws, too nummerous to count.
Joe grew up chopping and pick-
ing cotton and carrying water
from the well. When the picking
was finished his father would
often “loan” him te kin whe
needed extra help with their
daily work.

Although Davis had a life-long
love for the country, he never
missed the farm chores. When
asked about his favorite memeo-
ries ofliving on a farm, he laughed
and said, “leaving.”

After graduating from New
Market High School he entered
East Tennessee State College.
“Every one was into sports,” he
later recalled, “so [ decided to
try out for the boxing team. In
my first fight I got knecked out
by the first punch. After that I
decided to just spend my time
studying.” He graduated with a
B.S. in Peolitical Science and a
Masters in Education Adminis-
tration.

For his graduation presemnt,
Davis received a draft notice.
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After training, he was sent to
the Pacific where he participated
in the battles for the Philippines
and Okinawa. He served as a
NCO on & LCT (Landing Craft
Tank), transporting soldiers
from the ships to the beach
heads.

Mike Rodgers, who also
served on an LCT, described it as
“*knowing you are going to die ev-
ery minute. We would load the
LCTs with soldiers from the
ships and by the time we got a
few hundred yards off shore ev-
ery gun on the beach was firing
at us. The soldiers were
hunkered down behind the
metal plates but we had to guide
it in.”

Davis, like most veterans,
never talked much about his
military service.

After being discharged in
1946, Davis returned to Hunts-
ville and got a job teaching with
the Huntsville school system.
Over the next decade he taught
at Huntsville High, Huntsville
Junior High and 5th Ave. El-
emetiamy.

Congress had passed the G.I
Bill which alloewed veterans to
attend college at the government's
expense. Umfortunately, for
many ex-soldiers college was an
impossible dream. They had
been drafted out of the cotton
flelds, with many having
dropped out of school after the
third or fourth grade. Now they

were returning home with a burn-
ing desire to better themselves,
but there was no program to
teach a grown man the basic
skills efhow to read and write.

Davis began tutoring many
of these veterans in the evenings.
As word spread, more and veter-
ans began attending the im-
promiptu elasses until it reached
the point where there were too
many for Davis to teach. He
solved the problem by having
some of his junior high students
stay after school. It was com-
mon, according to one source,
to see twelve-year-old children
teaching grown men how to write
their names.

Years later Davis was pre-
senting some sort of an award
to an elderly gentleman when the
man leaned over and asked, “Mr.
Davis, do you remember when
I first met you?”

When Joe looked puzzled the
old man went on to say, “You
taught me how to read and
writel”

Like many other young vet-
erans, Davis was unsure about
what he wanted to do with his
life. In 1955 he quit the school
system and took a job with US
Industrial Corp, and was even-
tually transferred to their office
in Tuseola, Illinois. The money
was good, but he missed Hunts-
vilie. Within a few years he quit
and moved back home where he
tried his hand at selling real

Dehaan Gates

In 1939 Huntsville was recov-
ering from the Great Depression.
Meney was hard to come by and
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Kids in north Alabama now have access right here in Huntsville to the resources of St. Jude Children's Research Hospital.
Certain cancers and blood disorders are being treated at the new St. Jude Clinic at Huntsville Hospital for Women &

Children. The outpatient clinic is led by Huntsville Hospital pediatric hematologist/oncologist Dr. Lucille Ferrante.

If you would like more information call us, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday at (256) 265-JUDE or visit our website.

Women ¥Children
St. Jude Childrens’s
Research Hospital Z ZZ7 HUNTSVILLE
Findmgenres Sovmailden HOSPITAL

www.huntsvillehospital.org/stjude
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estate, automobiles and even had
a brief partnership in a dry
cleaning business.

His break came in 1964
when Glenn Hearn was elected
Mayor of Huntsville. Hearn was
a retired F.B.I. agent who had
originally been transferred to
Huntsville to take over the “Von
Braun file.” To many people,
though, he was still an outsider.
Hearn realized he had to have
an Administrative Assistant who
knew the in’s and out’s of local
polities and eormmunity relations.
Everyone he asked for advice
gave the same name - Joe Davis.

Davis quickly proved to be a
capable administrator, winning
the respect of everyone he dealt
with. He had a folksy manner that
endeared him to the publie, but
eould be hard as nails when con-
ducting city business. Although
most people never knew it, Davis
and Hearn had problems from
the very beginning,

Davis, having grown up here
when Huntsville’s main base of
employment was cotton mills,
had seen how easily the city’s
economy could be affected by a
drop in the cotton prices. Now,
he argued, Huntsville was in the
same situation with the rocket
program. One out of every
twelve people in Humtsville
worked for NASA or the
Marshall Space Flight Center
and Congress had already
hinted that money for research
and development would be cut
back as the Apollo Program
neared completion. Huntsville’s

biggest prioniify, he said, should be
recrulting more diversified indus-
try that was net dependent upon
the space program.

Hearn disagreed, pointing
out that Huntsville’s economy
was the strongest in history. He,
along with many business lead-
ers, believed the rocket program
would eontinue indefimiitelky.

Davis’ worst fears were con-
firmed in 1966 when almost two
thousand people were laid off
as development for the Apollo
Program ended. The following
years brought even more job
losses and there was hardly a
street in Huntsville that did not
boast at least several “Home For
Sale” signs as people prepared to
move away.

In 1968, Joe Davis was per-
suaded to run for the office of
Mayor. “It wasn’t even a fair
fight,” recalled Charles Murpihy.
“Davis was kin to halffthe people
in Huntsville and he had taught
the rest of them in school.
Glenn Hearn didn*t have a
chanee of winning.”

Davis’ main priority contin-
ued to be attracting new busi-
nesses. Civic leaders, for the
meost part, agreed in principle
but did net want the city to in-
cur any cost in attracting the
businesses. When the chairman
of the Planning Commission,
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Loretta Spencer, proposed a
deal for the city to buy land for
the expansion of Cummings
Research Park, it was roundly
condemned by many people who
loudly argued “the eity ean net
affford it.”

Davis’ sharp reply was “The
city can’t afford NOT to do it!”
Dollar for dollar, the land deal
proved to be one of the best bar-
gains the city ever made.

One of the biggest problems
Davis faced was what many
people called “The good ol’ boy
system.” Although Humtsville
was rapidly growing into a ma-
jor city, in many ways it still
resembled a small town. Every
one, it seemed, had an unecle,
cousin or friend who worked for
the city and whom they eould
call for a favor. If a nephew
needed a job, a phone call was
all it took, whether he was quali-
fied or not.

As late as 1972 there were still
members ofthe Huntsville police
force who had net even finished
elementary school. In another
case a job was arranged with the
city school system for a man who
had served time in prison, and was

on probation, for manslaughter.

* Office Relocation

* Records Storage

* Guaranteed Pick-up &
Delivery Dates

* Owner on Every Job

* Commercial & Residential

* Licensed, Bonded & Insured

* All Types

* Free Estimates

Davis was determined to put
an end to the practice. Often-
times, when he heard ofa depart-
ment that was in the process of
hiring new personnel, he would
stop by and casually ask to look
at the applications. After throw-
ing half of them on the floor he
would place the rest on the desk
and ask, “Which one are you go-
ing to hire?”

Most people took the hint, al-
though there were a few people
who resented the mayor’s
interference.

One story is told about the
time Davis asked a city employee
for certain information. When
weeks went by without it being
supplied, Davis called the person
on the carpet. The employee got
angry and loudly proceeded to tell
the mayor that he worked for a
particular department head and
did not have to take orders from
anyone else.

The next morning the em-
ployee arrived at work to find
two men moving his desk into
the hallway. One of the men
paused and said, “Mr. Davis
said to tell you that you might
work for someone else but this is
still his building!”

HALL BROTHERS MOVING

* Packaging & Crating
* Antiques & Pianos
* Load & Unload

visA BBB
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MNorth AlteiM

We Still Believe In Custorner Service!

Smoking is addictive.....
To your Taske Buds!

The Bradley Smoker makes
many models from one that
cooks over 50 Ibs. of food, to a
small portable one that you can
take to the lake. The taste is
unbelievably good!

2611 Umiversity Drive
Humisville Al. 35816
834-1715 - 534-8198
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Whether the story is true or
not is debatable, but everyone
agreed that Joe Davis was not the
type of person you simply ignored.

Personnel problems contin-
ued to plague Davis and the city
of Huntsville for years. In 1971
the newly formed union of sani-
tation workers met with Davis
and demanded a raise. The
mayor patiently listened to the
demands before explaining that
there were no funds at the time.
If they would work with him, he
would try to put it in the next
budget.

The union leaders rejected
the offer and issued an ultima-
tum: Pay now or we will go on
strike.

This placed Davis in a pain-
ful situation. He actually sym-
pathized with the workers and
agreed they were underpaid. But,
as he explained later, if the city
caved in to the union’s demands
it would place public services
in jeopardy every time city
employees wanted a raise.

On April 9, 1971 the sanita-
tion workers walked off their
jobs and declared a strike.
Davis desperately wanted to
work out a solution that was
favorable to everyone but the
unien leaders refused to nego-
tiate. Finally, Mayor Davis is-
sued his ewn ultimatum: Return
to work immediately or consider

“You should never laugh at
your Dad if he’s really mad or
screaming at you.”

Jonathon Schmidt, age 7

yourself “resigned.”

When there was no answer
from the union, Davis ordered
105 striking workers fired.

The fired workers re-
sponded with a violent rage.
Molotov ecocktails and fire-
bombs were hurled at the few
garbage trucks still operatimg,
Drivers were pulled from the
trucks and beaten. More than
three dozen strikers were ar-
rested and arson damage ex-
ceeded $500,000.

Davis refused to back down.
Police squads, carrying riot guns
and wearing gas masks, were
called out to keep the peace. With
the heavy police presence the
strike fizzled out after several
weeks. When the strikers finally

|
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decided to return to work they
were rebuffed and told that sinice
they had “resigned” they would
have to re-apply for their jobs.
Fifty employees were not rehired
as the city had already hired
replacements.

True to his word, Davis
made sure there was money in
the next budget for a raise for
city employees.

In 1978 the scene was re-
peated when the police, firemen
and utility employees ealled a
strike. Davis called oen the Na-
tional Guard, State Troopers
and county deputies to patrel the
streets and announced “City em-
ployees who fail to return te
work will be fired.”

Three days later the strike
was over.

Despite being the mayor of
a growing city, Davis was still a
country boy at heart. Sometimes
he would sneak out of his effice
and call his good friend Ceeil
Ashburn. ‘Joe loved the eountry,”
remembered Ashburn. “We would
drive around for hours exploring
back roads and talking about

when we were kids. He had a
thing for country stores; every
time we saw one he would want
to stop. Most people didn’t know
who he was and that was fine with
Joe. Hejustliked to sit on a bench
out front, talk to people and eat
lunch. His faverite lunch was bo-
logna, crackers and hot sauce.”

Although Davis had a good
sense of humor, he hated prac-
tical jokes. “There was a certain
prominent business leader,”
said Frank Jeffries, “that was
all the time trying to pull jokes
on the mayor. Things like
whoopi cushions, exploding
cigarettes; really juvenile and
embarrassing stuff. He would
later try to justify it by saying
“Come on, it’s just ajoke.”

One day after a particularly
embarrassing episode, Davis de-
cided it was time to teach him a
lesson. He called Gene Sweeton,
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the Chief of Police, and after ex-
plaining the situation, told him to
send some officers out and arrest
the man; take him to the station,
make a mug shot and put him in
a cell. After about an hour the of-
fieer was to tell the man, “The
Mayor said to tell you it’s Just a
joke.”

“On what charges?” Sweeton
asked.

“I dont know.” Davis replied.
‘Just make up something like
parking tickets.”

A few hours later the chief
called back and explained that
he had done as the mayor re-
quested and arrested the man
for parking tickets. “But we have
a problem. After we got him
down here we found out he has
a whole stack of parking tickets
outstanding.”

For the first time that day
Davis broke into a wide grin.
“Well heli, just make him pay
them before you tell him it’s a
jolke.”

There were no more practical
jokes.

Joe Davis was re-elected in

1972, 1976, 1980 and 1984.
During his terms in office, Hunts-
ville grew from being dependent
on eotton mills and rockets to be-
ing one of the leading high tech
research centers in the world. A
small city that many people had
written off with the end of the
Apollo Program was now one of
the most desirable places in the

country to live and work.

He created a modern police
department and insisted that
only the best applicants be
hired. City employees now real-
ized their jobs depended on per-
formance rather than knowing
someone. He guided the city in
its reecovery efforts from floods
and tornados and was instru-
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mental in creating the historic dis-
tricts.

Today it is virtually impes-
sible to go anywhere in Hunts-
ville without seeing Dawvis’
legacy. Museums, schools,
roads, businesses, libraries, the
airport; they were all a part of
Davis’ dream to make Huntsville
the city he knew it eould becomie.

In recognition of his leader-
ship, the City Council voted
unamimously in 1985 to name the
new sports stadium the ‘Joe
Davis Stadium.”

In 1988 he ran for office for
the last time. “He didn’t really
want to run,” recalls a friend.
"He was in bad health and his
heart just wasn’t in it. The only
reason he ran was because
people kept pushing him.”

After losing to Steve
Hettinger, Joe Davis retired from
the public eye. “I've served my
time,” he said, “and now it’s
time to rest.”

Regardless of what he said,
people who knew Davis well
knew how much he missed the
excitement of running the eity.
After he had been out of office
for about a year an old friend,
Johnny Johnston, called to see
how he was doing,

“I'm not doing anything any
more,” Davis said with a teueh
of sadness in his voice. “When
I was in office people called me
every day wanting me to do some-
thing or go somewhere. Now the
only time the phone rings, it's a
wrong number.”

= e

Johnston paused for a brief
second before saying, “Mayor,
that’s the reason I called. I'm
going to come pick you up and
we're going out to dinner.”

“Joe had a great time that
night,” remembers Johnston.
“People came up to talk with
him, shake hands and tell sto-
ries. For a couple of hours he
was once again the Mayor.” z

Joe William Davis died on
November 14, 1992. At his fu-
neral he was eulogized as the
man who had done more for
Huntsville than anyone in its
histony.

Few people would disagree.

“The key to a nice-looking
lawn is a good mower. |
recommend one who is
muscular and shirtless.”

Maxine on “Lawn Care”
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Rules for Bathing

from 1878 newspaper

I. Bathe one heur before breakfast, or what is
mueh better, one hour before dinner.

2. The stomach should always be empty when we
bathe.

8. Never take the cold bath when the temperature
of the body is below the natural standard.

4, To prepare the tepid bath, which is the best in
a warm eclimate, the rule should be this: Bring the
water to that temperature which feels neither hot nor
eold to the arm, or some part of the body usually
eovered, and after entering the bath raise its heat to
that point which imparts the most agreeable feeling,

5. We should take exercise before and after the
warm bath; the importance of this is every day evinced
where bathing is practiced.

6. After leaving the water, the body should be
briskly wiped with a coarse towel, and immediately
eovered with sufficient clothing to excite or preserve
the healthy temperature.

7. We should never remain long in the water; from
ten to fifteen minutes is sufficient.

8. Every second or third day is often enough to
take the bath.

9. Never bathe the whole body at one time during
the winter months.
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Heard on
the Streets
in 1880

- Alocal woman asserted that
for months she had been abused
and threatened by her husband.
Mrs. Ethel Olsen, formerly of En-
gland. and later of Huntsville, sent
a pistol bullet at her husband in a
crowded street near the court-
house here late Sunday, missed
him and powder-burned a pass-
erby. She declares she fired to
protect her face from a dash ef
muriatic acid which she eharges
her husband was preparing te
cast at her. She was arrested and
charged with assault with intent
of murder. She tells a story of
her husband’s alleged eruel
treatment of her and their
children.

- Last Saturday night some
malicious scoundrel killed a
horse belonging to Mr. H.W.
Helm, the well known blaek-
smith. The horse, a very flne
one, was in the pasture border-
ing the spring branch, and was
killed by being struck just abeve
the eye with a brickbat. We trust
the perpetrator may be diseov-
ered and appropriately punished.

- Yesterday in the Big Cove a
man named Stewart Wishart was
shot and mortally wounded by a
man named R.S. Buford, who was
arrested. The trouble arose about
a dispute in regard to creps.
Wishart was cropping on Bufford’s

C.T, Garvin Feed & Seed

place. It is thought Buford was
justifiable.

- We umderstand it is re-
ported through the country that
yellow fever is in Humtsville.
This is untrue. There has neot
been a single case of yellow fe-
ver in Huntsville up to this time.

- Appeal to Mothers - Cloth-
ing partially worn or outgrow,
sheets or bedding of any descrip-
tion, remnants of calico or domes-
tic, such as always aceumulate in
families - any or all these articles
are earnestly solicited for the Or-
phans ofthe plague-stricken eity
of Memphis, and will be thankfully
received and immediately for-
warded ifsent to Mrs. S. R. Cruse,
Adams Avenue.

- Miss Kate Erskine will open
a School at the residence of Mrs.
S. C. Erskine, on Franklin Street,
on Monday, the 2nd of Septem-
ber. The patronage of the publie
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is respectfully selicited.

- Charles Rice, the one-eyed
Negro from Mr. Frank McClung's
place in Little Cove, was tried on
a complaint before Justice Figg
last Saturday, charged with an at-
tempt to rape Linda Beasley, aged
10 years. Rice was arrested after
an investigation ofthe facts com-
mitted. He came from Jackson
Counmitiy.

- Howard Washborne is in

jail again. Enough said.

- Janie Carroll has thrown
her husband Jacob out of their
Oak Ave. home again due to his
weakness for the bottle.

“Some computers are almost
human - when they make a
mistake, they put the blame

on another computer.”

Ken Owens

‘ Alabama

Coin & Silver

BUYING - SELLING - TRADING ’
ESTATE APPRAISALS !

Charles Cataldo, Jr. Qwner
Ph. (256) 536-0262 ‘
912 Bob Wallace Ave. ‘
Hunitsville, Alabama

Yes! We Cater!!!

chiclek is
Bk
Dine-in or Carry-out!

883-0187

4800 Whitesburg Drive

533-7599

800 licimes Ave. Five Points

464-7811
Medison
On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart




A Hero's
Story

by Austin Miller

Mese Louis Miller, Jr. was
the fourth son of Mose Louis
Miller, Sr. and Anna McCay
Miiier. In his youth he was a hand-
some man, sixfeet two inches tall
with jet black hair and dark
brown eyes. His movie star good
looks, unassuming personality
and exeeptional athletic ability
made him very popular with the
girls and even some ofthe young
unmarried female teachers at
Central School. He was a basket
ball star at Central and later
played for pay on various adult
independent teams in North Ala-
bama. In 1939, at the age of
twenty four, he joined the army.
His reputation as a basketball

Need Someone
to talk to
your Club?

Long time Hunitsville native
and regular writer for Old Hunts-
ville, Jehnny Johnston will be glad
te speak before your group about
Huntsville, the way it used to be.
There is no charge.

He is a highly regarded
speaker whose talks about
Huntsville’s history are guaranteed
to keep the audience enthralled.

Call Johnny Johnston

player preceded him to Ft.
MeClellan and instead of basic
training they put him to playing
basketbail. He is probably one of | |
the few enlisted soldiers in the his-
tory of the U.S. Army that didn't
have to take basic training,

Later events would show that
his lack of organized training in ’
the fundamentals of soldiering
wae not a problem. He went
ashere at daylight on D-day with
the fourth Infantry Division and '
was in constant combat until the
end efthe war. He was decorated
for valer during the battle of the
bulge and metaphorically speak-

ing, survived the war without a
scratch.

I am proud to say that he
was my uncle. We hunted and
trot lined tegether and I spent
time with him every chance I got.
He talked freely and often about
his war experiences and I was

an eager listener. He told me 5305 Py
about his many narrow and
sometimes chance escapes from

536-9197

death, the cold weather during
the battle of the bulge, the smell

Brookshire Health Care
Skilled Nursing Facility

4320 Judith Lane
Huntsville AL 35805

256) 837 1730
Eax (256) 430 3287

Committed to Compassion
Striving for Excellence

Serving Responsibly

Our Team Includes:

Physicians, Nurses, Physical Therapist,
Occupational Therapist, Social Worker, Speech Therapist,
Activitiizs Director and Registered Dietician.

Whether the need is for shart term rehsbilitation,
or whether you would like to make Brookshire Health Care Center

Short term rehabilitation, long texm care, & complex medical care:

2 home for you or your loved one,
(256) 656-9575 we loaks foo sodwaiktaringsiing from you.




of death, walking on dead people at night
and an unfatihomable urge he had to get back
to the front when he was behind the lines.
Most interesting to me was when he talked
about the things he learned that helped him
survive in combat.

Once I asked how he stood the horrors
of the war and he answered that he went
into a different emotional gear and became
totally unaffected by death even when it took
close friends. Yet there was one subject that
he never mentioned or discussed with me. I
instinctively knew not to ask about people
he had killed in combat. At the end of the
war they offered him the rank of Master Ser-
geant to re-enlist, he refused the offer. He
loved the army before he went to war and
had planned to be a thirty year man. But
when he returned home to Ryland in 1945
and set foot on the front porch the first thing
he said to his mother was, "no more army
for me!" Almost twelve months of constant
combat in some of the greatest battles in his-
tory and the fact that nearly all efhis army
friends had been killed took its toil. In time,
this was a decision that he came to regret.
He was a soldier at heart and never truly fit
back into eivilian life.

In a perfect world he would have come
home and had a prosperous life after such
gallant service to his country. But as is
often the case, life is sometimes not geod
for veterans, especially combat veterans.
After the war, times were hard for Uncle
Louis. He had to work long tedious hours
at the Shoe Plant for low pay and be
bossed without respect by much lesser
men. It was a struggle to keep his family
fed. There was not much energy or money
left over to enjoy the American dream that
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Behind tthe Red Caboose on
Church Street

Phone 489-9300

Wide Screen TV
Private Comfference Room
Food served inside and on the patio
Available for holiday parties

Huge Menu off Fun Foods prepared

by our own chef.
Inneldiing :
Steak Philly Park Chop Nuggets
Cattfish Fillet Fried Mushrooms

Chicken Cardon Bleu Jalapeno Poppars
Monte Sano Chicken Chicken Fries

Fajitas Carn Nuggets

Cheese Sticks Fried Squash

Fried Zucchini Sauteed Shrimp
Quesadias Fried Green Tomatoes
Chicken Pilly Fried Okra

Classic Club Bowrbon Glazed Salmon
Filet Mignon Loaded Puftato Skins

Baitered French Fries

Live music on the "Depuit Ralio™
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he had fought so bravely for. Simi-
lar to most Madisen County na-
tives, the prosperity in Huntsville
in the fifties and sixties passed him

It always bothered me a lot
that after all he had been
through, he had to eke out a hard
living while people from all over
the eountry and world, some his
former enemies, came to his
home town and got good paying
government jobs with the armmy.
But this never seemed to bother
him. By his way of thinking, he
had been regular army by choice
and left the army by choice. He
simply did his duty as a sol-
dier and his county didn't owe
him anything. In my book ,this
alone made him a real Ameri-
can hero that we would all do
well to try to emulate.

When he got in his fifties,
Uncle Malcolm got him a job as
a mailman in Huntsville. Things
got better and he was able to
buy a home. The last years of
his life were good and he was
able to enjoy for several years
the fruits of American society
that he had helped to win. It
broke my heart when he died in
1983 at the age of 68. Charles
MeCay preached the funeral at
Shiloh and talked about his war
record and hew much he loved
Ryland.

He is buried in Ryland Cem-
etery close to Daddy, Uncle Rob-
ert and many relatives and life-
long friends. His wife and two
daughters live in Huntsville and
were he alive, I believe he would
be most pleased to know the
great pride they and all the rest
of the Miller family still take in his
service to our country and what
he was as a man. A few years ago

“And forgive us our trash
baskets as we forgive those
who put trash in our
baskets.”

5 year-old overheard in Church

on Veterans Day, he was inducted
into the Madison County Hall of
heroes. There was a ceremomy,
and although I was not able to go,
most of the rest of the family at-
tended.

By any standard, he was truly
one of America's great unsung war
heroes to whom we all owe so
much.

“The auto industry accounts
for one out of every 20 jobs
in the U.S.,, and this does
not include Maxticians.”

Jerry Tate, Decatur

Classifieds
from 1932

- A 1929 Ford. Front fend-
ers damaged and with numerous
bullet holes in trunk lid and left
front door. Was involved in an
acecident. Make offer. Contact
B. Maples.

- Five room house for rent on
Clinton Ave. $ 14.00 per month.

- Set of matching yearling
mules. $400.00 or will trade.

- Wells dug and water found.
Rates from $70.00 per day, best
quality hand pumps.

OUTDOOR PATIO & LIVE MUSICI

Uketak Soorts B

0w LIl

Fol Kichen
Poo

10000 S Memorial Pkwy Humtsville Alabama 256-489-3333

Alpha EsialiesirsaAmiasis

Check our website for information on upcoming auctions.
Dewnsizing - Meving - Estate Liquidation -We Sell it Allf
We sort, price, mark and sell all your items for you. We're there with
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VOTE
Glenn Watson

County Commissioner
District 2

“When I am elected, roads and schools
will be two ofmy main priorities. Withyour help
we can make a difference. ”

Paid for by friends of Glenn Watson
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The General
Who Wasn't

Huntsville was the birthplace
of six generals of the War Be-
tween the States: Confederate
Major Generals John Hunt Mor-
gan and Jones M. Withers and
Brigadier General LeRoy Pope
Walker, and Union Brigadier Gen-
erals David and William Birney
and Thomas T. Crittenden.

However, another "almost gen-
eral’ was also a native of Hunts-
ville and Madison Coumty. His
nare was Edward O'Neal and his
pareiits were among the earliest
settlers of North Alabama.

Edward Asbury O'Neal was
boern near Huntsville on Septem-
ber 20, 1818. His parents. Irish
on his father's side and French
Huguenot on his mother’s, had
moved to Madison County from
South Carolina.

O'Neal received his education
at the LaGrange Academy and
then returned to Huntsville, mar-
rying here on April 12, 1838. T\wo

years later, however, O'Neal
moved to Florence and thereafter
made that eity his home.

When the Civil War began,
O'Neal promptly volunteered to
defend his native state. He left
for Virginia by rail in June, 1861,
2§ senior captain ofa battalion of
three companies. O'Neal's men
became part of the 9th Alabama
infantry Regiment, and O'Neal
was elected major. He rose in rank
guickly, beeeming lieutenant colo-
nel in October, 1861 and taking
over command as colonel in
Mearch, 1862.

O'Nesl earned a reputation for
bravery and skill, being wounded
twiee in battle. He ecommanded a
brigade at Chancellorsville, and
was recominenided by Robert E.
Lee for promotion to Brigadier
General. However, something
rmust have happened at
Gettyshburg to change Lee's mind.
O'Neal again commanded a bri-
gade in that ferocious struggle,
and while there are no complaints
o1 reeord about O'Neal's conduct,
Lee withdrew his recommenda-
tienn. The Confederate Congress
had already issued O'Neal's com-

(256) 852-5402

RENTforthe ELDERLY, DISABLED and/or
HANDICAPPED based orn INCOME

{Section 8)

Elirst Seventh-Day Adventist Towers

#Stove $Refrigerator *Carpet *Drapes *Smoke Detectors
sEmergency call system *HVAC *Laundry *Utilities Included

3409 Verona Avenue
Humtsville, Alabama 35801

Monday - Friday




mission, but complied with Lee's
wishes and did neot deliver it.
O'Neal's promotion was then ean-
celled.

Edward O'Neal commaneded
his regiment through the end of
the war. He was often referred
to as General O'Neal, and many
people apparently believed he
was one. However, the eoura-
geous officer was never officially
more than a colonel. Always a
popular figure, O'Neal was
elected Governor of Alabama
twice, in 1882 and in 1884, He
died at Florence on November 7,
1890, and is buried in his adopted
ey

However, Edward O'Neal
does hold a unique distinetion as
being the only governor of Ala-
bama whose son was also elected
governor. Florence native Emmett
O'Neal was elected in 1910, and
became the first Alabama gover-
nor to occupy the executive man-
sion in Montgomeny. His father
would have been proud.

City News
from 1921

- Madam Altreso, Fortune
Teller & Palmist, knows all. She
will straighten family affairs,
untangle love affairs & give ad-
vice along business lines. See
her at 222 West Clinton Street,
Corner Oak Avenue.

- Taken up - two black sows,
three pigs, three spotted heif-
ers. Owner may gain possessioi
by paying for ad and feed. Chase
Nursery Company

- Lost - a black velvet poek-
etbook containing Eastern Star
Pin, bank book and other pa-
pers, also some momney. Finder
return to Mrs. H. Walker, at
I. Wind & Co.

- Found - beautiful jeweled
necklace in red satin pouch,
found at Opera building, Owner
must call paper and identiiffy.
Reward would be appreciated.
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[ R.G.NAYMAN CO. INC"~

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

General Contractors
Residential & Commereial
Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

"A Contractor You Can
Trust”

Weedy
Hipdrson
Ferrd

On th? eornpr of
Jordan Lanp &
Sparkman Orivp

256-539-9444l

Wrirfadooliganiyrsonford.eom

Yes, our trucks eome
with a rearview mirror.

No, we haven't used
itin 30 years. |
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Heard On

The Street

by Cathey Camey

Cerngratulations to our August
winner ofthe Photo of the Month.
Martha S8anderson was the first
eorrect caller and she identified
that sweet boy as John Shaver.
Martha is a stay-atJhome Mom of
three, ages 14, 16 and 23!

it was interesting recently to
meet up with a visiting group of
Corps ef Engineers who were here
for a meeting. They were touring
0Old Town & Twickenham and
were very interested in several of
the older homes on Clinton Ave.

Congratulations to CILff Hill,
Who is celebrating his 10th year
ofpracticing law. You’re the best,
Cliff

Happy September birthday to
Annelie Owens, the best Mom a
girl eould ever have!

[ want to eorrect authorship
ofa story that we ran in issue 173.
“The Story ofAlfred L. Clark” was
ineorrectly shown as being writ-
ten by Emma McKenzie. It was
in faet written by her aunt Nettie
Mefferd, who is 78 years old
and lives in Indiana. The story
was about Nettie’s father, of
whem she is very proud.

Ginny Langbehn, who
works with Hospice Family
Care, is sure proud of her par-

ents| John & Elaine Langbehn
will ecelebrate their 35th anni-
versary. Congratulations, you
two!

Lerene Fish has lots of
grandkids. Her son, Rick
Cariten, lived in Huntsville for
years and had many friends here.
Loerene turns 90 in a few months
and just loves Huntsville, even tho
she lives in Missouri. She has 4
grandkids, 11 great grandkids
and 2 great-great grandkids!

Jesse McClain is that sweet
guy we see each month, who
works hard for our printer
ColorXpress in Madison. He is
so proud of granddaughter
Velaneia Long who isl4, and
Katrina McClaim, 10. All three
have October birthdays!

Bill & Vivian Kruse are proud
grandparents ofa hefty little boy
narned Nicholas Williamm
Phillips. Jason and Anita
Phillips are the happy parents!

Kathy Hignite, owner of
Trepical Cafe on Unmiversity
Drive, is sure thrilled about her

(greating the very best communities...

ADpAMS ALLEY » CLiFT’s COVE « HAMPTON FALLS APARTMENT COMMUNITY
HERITAGE PLANTATION « HERITAGE PROVENCE
HERITAGE STATION « MT. CARMEL BY THE RIVER
THE BRIDGES ON THE RIVER

(5t
Jhe ultimate community...

QAEQVE

ENFINGER
STEELE

handsome football player son
Brett Byford. Brett will be the
Starting Center for University of
Nebraska this year and it will
be shown on TV when they play
USC. Brett is there with a full
schelarship - Congratulations
to you!

A big hello to Elsie Bolt from
Collinsville - she has been read-
ing about Huntsville history for
many years and just loves it!

We were so sorry to hear ofthe
death of Sarah Purdy, age 91.
moem of eur mayor Loretta Spen-
cer. She will be sorely missed.

We were happy to meet
Danay Alm recently, of Henry
& Alm Co. CPA’%. Danny was
telling us about grandkids Ellie
Bass, who just turned 2, and
little Cole Hughes, who will
soon be 8 months old.

Kathy Heckman is sure ex-
cited about another addition to
her sweet family. Lee Killian
Heekman was born recently to
Erie and Jonie Heckman in
Garmish, Germamy, where

Photo of The Month

The first person to correctly
identify the youngster below wins &
i-year complimentary subscription
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502

Hint: This young Navy lad in
the middle is a musician, writer
and great family man.



enfingersteele.com

Kathy’s son Eric currently lives.
I hope you get a visit there soon!

The Golden K Kiwanis re-
cently hosted a very interesting
speaker at one of their Thursday
morning meetings. Bill Russell
introduced the speaker Aladin
Beshir, who spoke about
Muslim beliefs and practices, and
who took many questions from
the audience.

I am so proud of our pelice
men & women and of our
firefighters. Ithink most efthe
time we take those folks for
granted but they put their lives
on the line every day and don’t
get many thanks for it.

Happy Birthday to Jean
McIntosh! I hope you were
really pampered by hubby Rem!

Jane and Louie Tippett re-
cently took an interesting and
COOOL trip to Alaska - we can’t
wait to hear the details! Speak-
ing of Jane, she is owner of the
historic Lowry House and is new
arranging tours of the home for
3rd, 4th and 5th graders, prob-
ably in the next ecouple of
months.

Joe Sloan turned 90! He
recently celebrated with friends
and family at the Grisham Pa-
vilion at the Huntsville Botani-
cal Gardens. Happy Birthday,
Joe!

Many of you may remember
the Platters, and Virgil Gibsen,
who was the lead singer. Weli,
Virgil recently stopped in at Lee
Ann’s off Church street and had
a blast there. Now he is talking
about maybe joining Rudy
Mockabee on some Tuesday
nights to jam with him. Noew
THAT will be some kind of
great musie!

Speaking of Lee Ann’s, we
tried some of the new barbegtie
sauce for shrimp that chef
Eddie Osborne created - itis re-
ally good!

Happy 2nd birthday to sweet
Tyler Holman. He is grandson of
Liz Ford, and son of mom
Laquanda Ford.

Ed Harris lives in San Diego
but LOVES Huntsville, as he was
raised here. His Aunt Lois
Stephens, of Cullman, soon to
be 84 years old, recently called
us and she said was raised in
Lincoln Village and misses all
her friends. In fact if they want
to get in touch with her she’d love
it. I don’t want to give out her
phone # but if you call me at
our office I will be happy to give
it to you.

Malcolm Miller really had a
rocking birthday party, arranged
by sweet wife Lois, out in
Monrovia. Hundreds of family and
friends got together with BBQ, gui-
tars and lots ofjamming to show
how much they love him. Malcolm
turned 80 and is one of the most
interesting guys you’ll ever meet.

Steve and Kim Cappaert re-
cently traveled to a lodge in
Vickburg, Miss, to help his parents
celebrate an important anniver-
sary. Carl & Janet Cappaert
have been happily married for
60 years, and they celebrated
there with Steve, Kim and his
sisters & their husbands for a
very memorable event. Some of
the family attending were
Carolyn & Jim Martin, Chris
& Salley Heros, Amy Franco and
Jack & Beth Wridley.

We see where Glenn Watson
has a large billboard on Park-
way & Governors, at the loca-

With a deep bow off respect
to its history, we proudly present
Merrimack Hall Performing Arts
Center, Huntsville's premiere
performing arts facility. Join us
for one of our exciting events,
workshops and performances,
and visit us online for a complete
listing of our programs and
services.

And don't miss the perfor-
mance of:

"Menopause the Musical’
Sept. 6 - Oct. 21, 2007,
with 7 show times each week!

Tickets are available online,
by phone or at our Box Office.

www.menrimackhall.com

www.imyspace gom/merrimackhall

256-534-6455
3320 Triana Boulevard
Huntsville, Al 35805

tion ofhis campaign headquarters
for his run as County Commis-
sioner. Glenn is sure one busy guy
and we see him everywhere. He
just had a birthday, so Happy
Birthday Glena!!

Well, have a great September
and try your best to stay cool.

UNITED

FIRE & WATER
DAMAGE

RESTORATION

Leule Tippett, Owned & Operated 209 Parkway Drive, Hunisvillle]

e R e e e e e


http://www.merrimackhall.com
http://www.myspace.com/merrimackhall
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Shrimp Dip

8 0z. cream cheese

1/2 c. celety, minced

1/2 ¢. onion, minced

1/2 e. mayonnaise

1 e. cooked shrimp,
chopped

3 T. lemon juice

Mix all ingredients & chill

at least 3 hours or overnight.
Serve with goed erackers.

Black Bean Salsa

2 eans black beans, drained

2 ¢. Pace Picante sauce

6 chopped green onions

21. chopped fresh cilantro

1 roasted red pepper,
chopped

It. ground cumin

2 T. lemon juice

2 ripe chopped avocados

Misx all exeept avocados

and let sit overnight. Stir in avo-
eados 1 hour before serving and

RECIPES

————

Caqeeee

serve with restaurant-style
Tostitos.

Caffee Punch

2 oz. instant espresso

4 c. boiling water

4 ¢. sugar or to taste

1/2 gallon milk

1/2 gallon good vanilla or
chocolate ice cream

Boil water and add the

espresso and sugar, simmer til
sugar is dissolved. For punch, mix
1 1/2 eups of syrup, milk and ice
cream in a punch bowl. For single
serving, mix 1 1/2 tablespoons
syrup, 1 cup milk and 2 scoops
ofice cream in a glass.

Casmepslitan

1 e. eranberryjuice, chilled
6 T. good Vodka, chilled
1/4 e¢. Grand Marnier

41. fresh lemon juice

———
—————

—_—

Chill two martini glasses. Mix
ingredients in a large measuring
cup. Pour into an ice-filled shaker
and shake well to mix, about 5
seconds. Strain into chilled
glasses. This is good mixed ahead
and chilled. Shake in a cocktail
shaker just before you serve it.

Easy Macareons

2 2/3 c. Baker’s Angel Flake
Coconut

2/3 e. sweetened condensed
milk

1. vanilla

1/2 e. ground toasted almonds

Combine coconuit, milk, va-
nilla and almonds and mix well.
Drop the batter from a teaspoon,
1 ineh apart onto a well-greased
baking sheet.

Bake at 350 degrees for 8-10
minutes and lightly browned. Re-
move at once from sheets, when
cool store in an airtight container.
These maybe refrigerated.

EFERY
MONDAY
IS FAMILY

NNBEIT]

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner.
Featuring 4 full menu and the best
country breakfast in town!

Ewery Monday night Kids Eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our
new kid's menu with each paid adult entree.
Offier good for Dine-in onlly.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine In or carry out & our famous brealdast
8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS




Beef Refish

2 c. canned beets, drained &
chopped fine

1/2 c. sugsr

1/4 c. vinegar

1 small jar horseradish

2 T. lemon juice

Combine all ingredients and

place in a covered container, let
stand overnight. Will keep in
fridge for week, and is really good
on ham, polish kielbasa or any
smoked sausage.

Asparaqus with Lemen

2 lbs. fresh asparagus

4 T. onion, chopped

1/2 c. lemon juice

1/4 c. water

1/2 c. dry white wine

It. garlic salt

It. dried oregano

2 T. olive oil

Salt to taste

Salad greens, lemon slices
and red pepper strips

Clean asparagus & cut off

woody ends, steam til erisp-ten-
der. Combine all marinade ingre-
dients, pour over asparagus.
Cover and refrigerate for 3 hours
or overnight. Drain & arrange on
salad greens; garnish with lemen
& pepper strips.

Bok Cheg Salad

1/2 ¢. butter

2 t. sugar

small jar sesame seeds

small pkg, slivered almonds

2 heads bok choy

5 green onions

2 pk.Ramen noodles, crushed

Dressing:

3/4 c. vegetable oil

1/4 c. rice wine vinegar

1/2 c. sugar

2 T. soy sauce

Saute butter, sugar, sesame

seeds, and almonds til light browm.
Coarsely cut bok choy and green
onions and chill. When ready to
serve, add Ramen noodles
(discard packet of seasoning) and

dressimng,

WMxican Pasta Tess

8 oz. shell pasta, cooked al
dente & drained

1 1/2 c. favorite salsa

1 16 oz. can black beans,
rinsed & drained

1 10 oz. pkg frozen corn ker-
nels, thawed

1/2 c. green onions, chopped

1/2 c. sliced black olives

Combine all ingredients in
large bowl, serve at room temps.

(256) 539-9257
1022 Cook Ave. Huntsville

Taylor Produce

Loeated in the Madison County Farmers Market

There'’s plenty of homegrown produce to choose from,

including tomatoes, greens, onions, potatoes, squash, etc.

Proudly owned & operated by Tooter Taglor's daughters &
grandchildren! We’re keeping the tradition allve!

Hours 8-6 Mon-Sat
Sun 8-5
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Wadishops starting in Sept.
All Ages

THE

256) 536-5200
| —— — — —— — ]

AGENCY 08 Amdrew Jackson Way
Professional Academy  Husisville, Al 35801

C °S
39

Restaurant Wit
The Trains!

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm

Clos@lb&m%ans




Kidnapping
in Gurley

by William Sibley

On Aug, 20, 1883, a stranger
calling himself Ogletree rode a
hoerse into the town of
Gurlelysville (Gurley), Alabama,
loeated in extreme eastern Madli-
sofi County. The stranger ar-
rived after darkness had fallen,
and the horse he was riding was
thought to have been stolen ear-
lier from John Smithey of Bell
Faetory. John Ogletree went to
several houses in the town, tell-
ing the eitizens that he needed a
boy to help him catch his yoke
of oxen that had run away at a
nearby spring.

Getting no help from the
townspeople in Gurley, the man
*went on into the mountain."
(This was probably Keel Moun-
tain.) One newspaper wrote, "It
is supposed that he stopped by
aeeident at the home of James
White." Mr. White was in
Gurleysville at the time, and "his
wife was visiting a neighbor and
left her three small children to
take care of the place.”" During

“You know you’ve grown up
when 6 a.m. is when you get
up, not go to bed.”

the absence of the parents, this
wandering man calling himself
Ogletree tried to get the oldest
boy to go to the spring with him.

The boy, Allen White, who
was said to be seven years old
at the time, refused to go with
the stranger. Later newspaper

reports said the boy was nine
years old.

After the boy refused to ac-
eompany the stranger, Ogletree
showed him some momey, and
in that way "induced" the boy to
go. For some unexplained rea-
sons, Ogletree had the boy to

Voted #1

Don't forget to mention this ad to get
your Senior Discount (55+)

Sam Keith
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change clothes before the twoe
left together.

In its Sept. 6, 1883, edition,
a Huntsville, Alabama newspa-
per, THE INDEPENDENT, re-
ported, *Parties have hunted for
them faithfully and are still
hunting for them." By the time
that newspaper story appeared,
the stranger and the boy had
been missing for seventeen days.

As the story of the kidnap-
ping progressed, accounts ofthe
man and the "stolen boy" ap-
peared in several newspapers,
describing the physical features
of the pair and the cloth-
ing they were wearing,

On Sept. 5, 1883, the
day before the first story
of the kidnapping ap-
peared in a newspapei, Mr.
A. M. Sublett appeared
before Gurleysville Justice
of the Peace, Mr. J. B.
Joplin, apparently on an-
other matter, but while he
was in the justice's office,
Mr. Sublett said to Mr.
Joplin, "I will pay ene-
hundred dollars for the
boy and the kidnapper."
Later, reward money
reached $500.00 in Ala-
bama and $50.00 in Geor-

gia.

Stories of the kidnap-
ping reached out for many
miles and THE INDE-
PENDENT printed, "We
are in receipt of a letter
from a reliable citizen of
Gurleysville, saying that
the excitement of the kid-
napping continues without
abatement.”

Citizens had reported
seeing Ogletree and White
as they made their
way across “Sand Meun-
tain and Will's Valley”. A
correspondent reported,
"Ogletree knows his busi-
ness and stays hidden
during the day and trav-
els by night and is seldom

seen by anyone except when he
is compelled to get something
to eat.”

It was reported that Ogletree
zigzags as he travels, using fields
and untraveled woodlands in an
effort to elude his pursuers. He
usually steals small articles
along the way, including a nickel
clock which he carried for three
to four miles before trading it
for "enough rations to last sev-
eral days."

Citizens in rural areas, vil-
lages, and small towns reported
seeing Ogletree and the boy, who

Ogletree claimed was his son.
To keep the boy quiet and to
keep the citizens from believing
the boy if he should ecry out for
help, Ogletree said that the boy
had fits and ifthey talked to him,
it would excite him.

Two prominent men from
Gurleysville who joimed the
search party were Mr. John
Connelly (Connally) and Mr.
Frank Bennett. Descendants of
both families still live in the
Gurley area. Those two men re-
ported that Ogletree was wind-
ing in several directions but was

[P e S EEEEE B B B ————— ]
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steadily moving toward Atlanta.

Captain Frank B. Gurley, a
very popular veteran of the Civil
War, "sent a horse through to
meet him (Ogletree).” The horse
was apparently sent by train and
‘hirmself (Gurley) left Tuesday
for Rome, Georgia.” There is no
doubt that the family and
friends of the White family were
encouraged that the kidnapper
would be ecaught because of the
confidence the people of
Gurleysville had in Captain
Gurley. His father was John
Gurley and his grandfather was
Jeremiah Gurley, the man for
whom the town of Gurleysville
was named.

Other newspapers including
THE ATLANTA CONSTITU-
TION and THE MONTGOMERY
ADVERTISER and newspapers
‘at other parts" printed stories
of the kidnapping. THE MONT-
GOMERY ADVERTISER called
Ogletree a "well-known Georgia
kidnapper.”

Captain Gurley, who some-
times signed his letters FBG, on
Sept. 15, 1883, wrote a letter
to W. P McClung, stating that
he had mailed a letter the day
before (Sept. 14), telling Mr.
MeClung that he was awaiting
the arrival of Horbin (Harbin?).
The letter was written from Pos-
sum Snout, apparently near
Rome, Georgia. The captain
stated that two men, who were
identified as Cushing and
Plckens, had arrived in Possum
Snout on Sept. 14", and it was
learnied that Ogletree and the

boy were seen "not more than
twelve miles from Possum
Snout.” Also, “one young man
that has been watching
Ogletree's house says old reli-
able men in Ogletree's neighbor-
hood told that he had stolen
three children before this. T\wo
of those children were “so bad
off that they required medical
attention.”

Captain Gurley learned that
Ogletree was a twenty-three year
old married man, whose wife
and father

name was printed in the news-
paper). After having the boy for
a week and “leaving him raw,”
Ogletree tied the boy in the
woods while he (Ogletree) went
to get food. The boy escaped and
Ogletree was arrested, but while
he was awaiting trial, Ogletree
escaped.

Sept. 19, 1883 - Gurleysville,
Alabama A writer identi-
fied as JBJ wrote to the editor
of THE INDEPENDENT, "to in-
form you that Ogletree the kid-

worked in a fac-
tory in Dallas,
near Atlanta,

where the family

lived. Also, the

captain learned
that a big Bap-
tist Association
meeting was be-
ing held near
Possum Snout
and its erowds
were covering
fifty miles. Cap-
tain Gurley had
a minister to an-
nounce from the
pulpit, the story
of the kidnap-

ping:
There was a
reward of

$50.00 from At-
lanta for the
capture of
Ogletree  for
stealing an
eleven year-old
newsboy (whose

Serving hearty German fare
in Huntsville Since 1972.

6125 University Dr.
9220556
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and Pharmacy
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702 Pratt Ave.

Your Friendly Neighborhood
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napper is still at large, but is
pursued by fifty or more deter-
mined men." James White, the
kidnapped boy's father, was
among those posse members.
Bloodhounds had been put on
the man’s track. Allen White
had been missing for thirty
days.

Captain Gurley had learned
that Ogletree had "got frightened
and went twenty miles back into
Alabama and is at this time near
the line." (Apparently this was a
reference to the Alabama-Georgia
state line).

The man identified as Harbin
returned to Gurleysville at a date
near Sept. 20, 1883, and re-
ported that Captain Gurley was
in Carroll County, Georgia, con-
fident that "he would speedily
bring the chase to a successful
end.”

THE MERCURY, a Huntsville
newspaper, reported in its Sept.

19, 1883 edition a story that
was written in THE ATLANTA

CONSTITUTION. The
story was written from
the town of Tallapoosa,
Georgia, and said that
the White family lived in
Gurley's Tank (another
contemporary name for
Gurley), Alabama. Al-
though Gurley is in
Madison County, near
Jackson County, the
newspaper reported that
the Whites lived in Jack-
son County. The report
called Ogletree "a fiend
in human form" and that
he had three more
kidnappings, not count-
ing that of Allen White.
Some of the
kidnappings occurred
in Paulding County,
Georgia.

THE HUNTSVILLE
WEEKLY DEMOCRAT
reported in its Sept. 26,
1883 edition, that "the
boy was last seen alive
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in the kidnapper's company at
Oalkt Levee, Alabama, a small
place fifteen rmiles from
Tallapoosa, Georgia." The boy
had been brutually beaten and
his blood-stained clothes at-
traeted so much attention that
villagers demanded an explana-
tion from Ogletree. He told the
people that Allen White was his
son and that he had been beaten
by a Negro woman in Etowah
County, Alabama and that the
woman had left him for dead
after beating him with a wagon
spoke. "The villagers seemed
satisfied with the story and
Ogletree passed on.”

ft was reported that Ogletree
was seen alone on Sept. 25,
1888, riding at "breakneck
speed” through Tallapoosa with
blood stains on his clothes and
“there is little doubt that by be-
ing hard pressed by his pursu-
ers, he murdered the boy after
leaving Oak Levee and hid his
bedy in the woods." It had been
thirty-six days since the boy was
kidnapped.

Predietions were made that
Ogletree would be hanged or that
he would be cruelly tortured to
death when caught.

In the last newspaper ac-
eounts that this writer could
filnd, a large posse was in pur-
suit of the kidnapper and was
going toward Buchanan, Geor-
gla, but no story could be found
in the newspapers to tell
whether or not the thief was
ecaptured.

In talking to a friend whose
family has a conmnection to
today's descendants ofthe White
family, this writer learned that
these descendants are aware of

a kidnapping in their family, but
the time frame that they have of
the kidnapping does not fit the
tirme frame of the stories printed
in this story.

Aceording to today's family
of Whites, they thought that their
ancestor was kidnapped during
the Civil War. A posse caught
up with the kidnapper, who was
in the eompany ofanother grown
eompanion and they had three
young male children with them.
(One newspaper wrote earlier:
"He always steals boys."). Ac-
cording to the White family
source, the posse shot both men
and buried them at the site of
the shooting. Allen White and
the other boys miraculously es-
caped Ogletree after he had
eluded pos-
ses in eastern
Alabama and
westerm
Georgia, cov-
ering several
coumities.
Allen White
was brought
back to
Gurley and
reunited with

his familly.
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Places That Need
To Stay Lost

Sfirom 1897 newspaper

The Seottsboro Citizen says
that "Snatch'em" is the name of
a business place between Larkin
and Princeton. Brother, we can
do you better'n that.

We have a business place be-
tween Gurley and Maysville
called "Who-would-a-thought-
that," and another, six miles from
Gurley, called "Pulltight."

The cheapest way to
have your family tree
traced is to run for
public office.
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Sneak Thieves
Loose in
our City

A band of professional sneak
thieves is at work in Huntsville
and during the last few days they
have secured quite a large sum of
money in small amounts as well
as a considerable quantity of
[ [

Most of the work of the
thieves has been done in day-
light. The police have a record
on each of the following cases:
Boston Shoe Compamy, cash
drawer robbed of $40 in silver,
M.S. Barnett, cash drawer
robbed of $7 in money, A.
Campbell, cash drawer robbed
of about $8 in momey, Gilbert &
Clay's brokerage office, robbed of
small sum ef money.

Constable James Overton re-
ported the latest piece of thieving
this morning. He had left his trou-

sers hear the window ofhis room
at his home in Patton Grove last
night and when he got up this
morning they were not to be
found anywhere. The pockets of
the garment contained a gold
watch, $111.25 in money and sev-
eral valuable notes.

It is believed that the thief
reached in the window and made
off with the boety. The work of
the thieves shows that they are
accomplished in the thief
profession.

Plate Lunch Special 11:00am s 130pm

DEE S DINER

1 Meat, 3 Vegetables or 2 Vegelables and Dessert
(iciidies Drink & Tax)

2007-C N. Memorial Plwy ¢ 851-0608

To Go Orders Welcome (We are a smoking establishment)
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and polished.
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“The trouble with bucket
seats is that not everybody
has the same size bucket.”

Maxine

application process
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* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
* Convenient to Madison Square Mall
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. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your
antielpated destor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to
fules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
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Man Lives in

Hollow Log on
Monte Sano

firom 1927 newspaper

Mi. Frank Coe, inventor of
the Coe's tractor wheel, is at
present using a hollow log on
the side of Monte Sano moun-
tain as his living quarters pend-
ing eompletion of the first ofa se-
rles of cabins for which he has
plans.

The log is located several
hundred feet from the new
Moetite Sano road which will be
formally opened tomorrow on
the old stage ecoach road which
runs off the east side of the
mountain.

Although the log was origi-
nally hellow, Mr. Coe has im-
proved upon it until it is more
eomfortable than a Pullman
berth. With the use of fire he
has enlarged his quarters, im-
provised a small screen door
and a wooden door over the two
and a half foot entrance. Near
the entrance he has two small
hoeles on each side which en-
ables him to look out in both
directions.

By closing the sereen door
he is protected from insects
while at the same time a lan-
tern hung at the entrance fur-
nishes sufficient light for read-
ing or writing which he has a
great deal of.

A.E. Sampson, an architect,
is Mz, Coe’s only eompanion. He
is eooperating with Mr. Coe in
an architectural way and expects
te open an office in Huntsville
soom.

The first of a series of cab-
ins which will be known as
“Coe’s Roost,” is under con-
struetion a short distance from
the log. When completed Mr. Coe
says "the latch string will always
be open to right thinking

people.”

As Mr. Coe traveled east 36
years ago, he has decided to face
all the eabins in that direction.

Mi. Coe is noted as the in-
ventor of the tractor wheel bear-
ing his name. More than a year
ago he left his home in New York
for Miami, Florida. His wife and
two children were called from
this earth a short time before.
After engaging in the building
game in Miami for one year he
arrived in Huntsville.

Mr. Coe states he will spend
the remainder of his days on
this spet on Monte Sano.
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Ed. nmote: Shortly after i .
this story appeared in the | Aesthetically Pleasing
newspaper, the weather turned
cold and Mr. Coe, with no
explanation, disappeared from.
Huntswille forever.
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Huntsville, Ala., April 14, 1902.
Fortunes of War Dear Sir
Your letter of April 7th revives some very

Pittsburgh, Pa. Dec. 14, 1901 interesting memories and I reply at the earliest

Dear Sir: opportuumitiy.

A clipping was recently handed me, stating that When the war ended at Appomattox, I was
the President had appointed you to a Jmdgeship &n officer on the stafff of Major-General John
for the Northern and Middle District of the State
of Alabama, and giving a sketch of personal his-
tory, stating that you had served in the Confeder-
ate army under General Gordon, and carried a CLEANING & RESTORATION
flag oftruce to Sheridan’s lines at Appomattox. e

My ebject in addressing you is to ascertain if
you remember on that occasion as you approached
the Union skirmish line you stopped and asked a

Union soldier, dressed in a zouave uniform, where ¢ Fine Rugs

the eommanding General was. If you are the per- ¢ Carpets

son that carried the flag of truce in at that point, I * Upholstery

was the party who directed you. I was Sergeant- L Sa 1

Major of the One Hunadred and Fifty-Fifth Penn- 829-1010
sylvania Velunteers, First Brigade, First Division. .admiraicleaning.net

Our Regiment was on the skirmish line that morn-
ing, advancing into Appomattox, when I saw a sup-
posed cavalryman advancing from the Confeder-
ate lines with a flag of truce; he stopped, addressed
me an inquiry, and I directed him where to go.
This is a matter of personal interest to me to
straighten out history and it will also be source of
pleasure to renew an acquaintance and claim you
as a friend who was once a foe. Hoping to hear
from you at an early date, T remain,
Very truly yours, William Shore

AND FAITH MEMORIAL PARK
Offering The Simplicity Plan

Realty Co,, Inc.

7500 Memorial Parkway South #122

Steve Cappaert Huntsville, Alabama 35802-2297
. Businsss 256/883-6600
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B. Gordon, who then com-
manded the Second Corps ofthe
army of Northern Virginia, and
parts of Anderson's corps. Gen-
eral Gordon was selected to
command the troops which at-
tempted to cut out about day
break on April 9th, and I was with
him in that charge.

As you will remember, we
drove the cavalry some distance;
when, coming upon General
Ord's forces, we retired, with-
out atterapting to break through,
then being closely pushed by the
infantry.

When General Gordon ascer-
tained that General Ord's com-
mand was in front of him, he
gave up all hope of cutting
through, and as he had been di-
rected in that event, by General
Lee, with whom he was in com-
munication by messenger and
courier, sent in flags of truce at
several points on the line in our
fromt.

As the emergency was very
pressing and your people were
about to swoop down upon us,
it was all important to stop hos-
tilities at once, and General
Gordon directed flags to be car-
ried to several points aleng the
line which was advancing on us.

I was then not quite twenty-
one years old, and was mounted
on a good-looking bay horse,
and was in full dress, having put

on our best uniforms for fear they
would be captured with the wag-
ons. We all expected the worst and
wished to be dressed as decently
as possible. I rode in on the right
of Appomattoz Court House, comn-
ing from the direction of our lines.
Some ofyour skirmishers opened
fire on me at first, but they
stopped as soon as they perceived
my flag of truce, which was a
large, white napkin in which some
ladies had wrapped some shack
for me the day before, the napkin
being all that remained in my hav-
ersack.

I have always had a vague
recollection that the officer I met
was an artillery man, and it may
be you were the man who teld
me where to go, and that I mis-
took the artillery man for a man
in zouave uniform. I was so in-
tent on getting the firing stopped
that I did not pay very particu-
lar attention to what happened
on the skirmish line. Thirty-
seven years have elapsed since
then, and my memory is not very
distinct as to the details.

I think the first general of-
ficer I was carried to was Gen-
eral Charmberlain, of Maine,
who was a Division Cora-
mander, and if I am not mis-
taken, he carried me to General
Griffin. General Sheridan was
near by. [ think he or some of
his stafff rode out into a part of

RENAISSANCE
THEATRE

at Lineoln Center

September Schedule:

Talk Radio, by Eric Bogosian
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the fleld where I was and said
something about having another
flag of truce and that "we seemed
anxious to stop” and so on.

From this point I was sent
with a Union officer to some
Confederates, who did not un-
derstand the situation, and were
trying to move off and were oc-
casionally firing.

After this I went back into
the Confederate lines to where
General Lee was sitting on the
road about a mile from
Appomattox Court House on
some rails near an apple or-
chard, waiting to hear from Gen-
eral Grant.

It would give me great plea-
sure to meet you, should chance
ever bring you to Alabama, and
I will hunt you up ifI ever come
to Pittsburgh.

Yours very Trully,
Thomas G. Jones

“My idea of re-booting is
to kick someone in the
butt twice.”

Maxine

Will Pay a Fair Price

Under the heading "Strayed or Stolen," Mrs. S. Hundiey, of
Birmingham, Alabama advertises her husband, Andrew Jackson
Hundiley, in the Enterprise. She said he left her about two months
ago, in company with one Manda Wyrick.

The deserted matron says, "I want A.J. arrested and hand-
cuffed, if necessary, and brought back to me dead or alive, as he
owes a good many debts that he must pay, and he owes me a
support in my old age." He is along, lean, lanky fellow, about six feet
high, broad shoulders, thin beard, light hair and complexion, blue
eyes, and about 45 years of age.

She offers to pay anybody a fair price who will return him to
her, "dead or alive," and requests all papers in the United States
to eopy the advertisement one time - and forward their bills to her.

from 1873 newspaper

Who knows the area better than a

life long resident of Huntsville?

| No hassles, no pressure. Just email me @
janemc@kw.com and I'll be happy to send
you information related to real estate of

our area. W L
Jame McEiroy wiiLim
meREALTOR@ y TMYS
ooy MAE-986 T bl B 16

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
Serving The Areaffor Over 30 Years

* Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care
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¢ Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational
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Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention
we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is

needed. It's a difference

we are proud of.

Care by Prefiessionals - Lifiestyle to enjoy
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My Falther's
Life

by Lisa White and
Chuck Swalfford

A giver to his country, his com-
munity, and his family... our dad,
Charles Norman Swafford was
born March 17, 1921, the twelfth
ofthirteen children. He was born
a sharecropper’'s son in the
Maysville commmuomitlyy. He told of
the times he would drive fence
posts with a sixteen pound sledge-
hammer from daylight to dark for
75 cents a day, plus lunch. The
money he earned would be ap-
plied to the local grocery store in
Maysville where his dad had es-
tablished credit to help feed his
fanmilly.

On October 23, 1942 Dad
was inducted into the Armuy.
Four days later he married
Emma Jean Avery at the ripe old

age of 16. She was a pretty young
girl who was born in Tunica, Mis-
sissippi. Together they had four
childrem, Charles Norman
Swalfford, Jr. (Chuck), Dennis
Swalfford, Janice Holt, and Lisa
White. Chuck was 17 and a se-
nior in high school when Lisa
was born. They would laugh
about how many years they had
at least one child in school.

In July of 1943, Dad left the
States for Northern France and
spent three years in the Army
Air Corps as a Medic, flying over
150 missions into enemy terri-
tory. They would pick up
wounded soldiers and trv to
keep them alive until they could
get them to the hospital. Dad
returned home in October 1945.

During those three years Dad
received several medals including
four Bronze Stars. These medals
were never mentioned to anyone
in the family. Chuck remembers
seeing them only one time. He was
about six years old, found an old
trunk and started going through
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it. In this trunk was an Army uniform and several
small items on ribbons. Our mother came into the
room, saw what he was doing and told him to put

farm and in 1951 and purchased the grocery store
in Maysville. This was the same store in which his
father had established credit that Dad had worked

everything back into the trunk. She said some day
these things might be important to him.

Recently, we found a little suitcase of letters
Dad wrote to our mother while he was in the
Arimy. He must have written almost every day
and the letters are filled with how much he
missed her and how he eouldn't wait to see her
again.

Aithough Dad physically came home in 1945
from World War II, he continued to fight that war
for the rest ofhis life... in the form of nightmares.
Growing up, we would stay up late watching TV
and our dad would start yelling out in his sleep --
usually he was fighting something or somebodly.
Aithough it might have made for an entertaining
evening to us back then, now we know the war
was the eause of those nightmares.

In 1945 Dad purchased a farm in the
Brownsbore eommunity and tried his hand at
farming for about six years; but due to asthma,
his health eould not handle the dust. He lost
weight and would have to tie a kerchief around
his faee just to go milk the cow. Our mom
would say, "He's going to rob Bessie." He sold the
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to help pay off. The store also contained the
Maysville Post Office, which the Postal Ser-
vice closed in 1956. Dad was the last Post-
master of Maysville. Having a big heart, Dad
allowed credit to families with children
knowing he would most likely never be re-
paid. And in a lot of cases, he wasn't.
During the first few years he ewned the
store, with his medical training in the Armyy,
the Madison County Health Department
would allow Dad to give shots to some ofthe
folks in the Maysville eommunity who were
not able to get to doctors in Huntsville. The
nurses would come to the store on a weekly
basis and leave Dad syringes, medicine and
instructions on how much to give, hew often
to give, and who to give the shots to. His
medical work would start after the store
closed — sometimes as late as midnight. He
would drive to each house and if sehool was
out for cotton picking, Chuck was allowed
to go with him. They would walk up te the
door and knock and lights would come on
and you would hear them ask, "Is that you
Mr. Swafford?" He would answer, "Yes," and
they would be invited in. Dad would tell them
to roll onto their side and then he would take
a cotton ball with alcohel on it to clean the
area and give them their shot. He would get
agreat big "Thank You" and they would drive
to the next house. Sometimes he would have
to give the kids a shot and he would always
take them a little something from the store
so they wouldn't mind the shot so much.
Where there's a store there are a lot of
stories and this store was no exeeption.
One story Dad told was that seme of the
men that hung out at the store had bet
one guy that he couldn't eat a whole jar of
peanut butter in a certain amount of time.
Well, the guy took that bet and almost lost
his life in the process. Dad had to reach
down into the guy's throat and pull out a wad
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ofpeanut butter that he was choking on. Another story (this
one made the papers) Dad and Janice helped catch a bank
robber one afternoon right there in the middle of down-
town Maysvllle. There are more stories than Carter's has
pills but we'll just stop right there.

After 13 years Dad sold the store. He then sold cars at
Ray & Pearman and Lee Bentley for many years until his
retirement.

He also ran for County Commissioner on two dif-
ferent oceasions but was not suecessful in politics. For
that, our mother was always glad.

On April 3, 1974 one of the many tornadoes that
struek our area totally destroyed our parents' home. The
medals our dad had earned in the war were gone. We ran
across his discharge papers back in January when our
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mother died and for the first time
we all learned what our dad had
done for our country. We con-
tacted the V.A., the medals were
verified and the medals have now
been replaced.

One of Norman's greatest
loves was baseball. He played
on teams in his earlier years
and his eldest son followed in
those footsteps growing up.
Chuck can remember one par-
ticular game where he was up to
bat and his dad just happened to
be umpiring that game. It was
three balls and two strikes and
the pitcher delivered the ball
which Chuek thought was low. His
dad called strike three. That night
Chuck was still upset with the call
and teld his dad so. Norman
looked at him and let him know
with two strikes you ecan't take a
pitch that close. It may have been
lew but he didn't want the other
team to think Chuck was getting
a father/son call.

Dad eame up to bat for the
last time on Saturday, April 22.
He survived many things in his
85 years, including World War I1

and the nightrmares that followed,
but he eouldn't survive losing the
love of his life. Our mother, his
mate, had died just 89 days ear-
lier on January 23, 2006. They
had been married for 63 years.
He eouldn't make it without her.
In baseball terms, he finally
struck out.
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never gave your secetary
enough sympathy.
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The Town of
Whitesburg

by Jack Harwell

About the time that the town
of Huntsville was being laid out
early in the last eentuiy, other
settlements were springing up
all over the coumnty. These were
generally located along well-
travelled routes that brought the
new migrants into northern Ala-
bama from the large population
centers to the east. A large nuwn-
ber ofthese arrived from Virginia,
entering Alabama by way of the
old Winchester road.

By 1810 there was a long
string of settlers' homes stretch-
ing from the Briar Fork of the
Flint River, between Huntsville
and New Market, southward al-
most to the river. The area near
the river was not well popuiated,
partly due to its proximity to
the Indian lands.

One of the first of those who
were willing to make their home
on the river was John Dittoe, who
for a number of years operated
the river landing at that location
that bore his name. The Tennes-
see River was a popular reute
for merchants and travellers,
and Ditto's business did well.

About the time that John
Ditto was running his riverside
trading post, James White came
to Huntsville. Like many trans-
planted Easterners, White had
money and was looking for
business opportunities. In 1811
he went into business with
Alexander Gilbreath, who was
possibly the first merchant in

“l was hoping the old fellow
would make it to the
other side of the street
when | struck him.”

Seen on accident report

Huntsville. White and Gilbreath
operated a store on Gates
Street, a block south of the
courthouse.

White later bought large
plots of land at the site of
Ditto's Landing on both sides
of the river. The population of
this area began to grow soon
after the county boundary was
extended to the Flint River (it
was extended to the Paint Rock,
its eurrent alignment, in 1836).
John Ditto's old trading post
became a real town, and it was
incorporated by the legislature
two days before Christimas
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1824. The town was named
Whitesburg for the man who
owned the land where it was lo-
cated.

The borders of Whitesburg
eorrespond roughly to the lim-
its of the marina and park which
are loeated there today. The
town was located at the south-
ernl terminus of the highway to

“There is no snooze button
on a cat who really wants
her breakfast.”

Carla Ott, owned by a cat
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Nashville, and that and its prox-
imity to the river brought in a
considerable amount of traffic.

In the days before trucks and
trains, the rivers bore much of
the nation's eommmerce, and many
flatboats laden with Alabama cot-
ton stopped at Whitesburg on
their way to New Orleans. Often
these boats would take on "shoals
pilots" at Whitesburg, who would
guide the craft through the treach-
erous Muscle Shoals down river.
Once calmer water was reached,
the regular pilot would take over
and the shoals pilot would be
put ashore, to return home on
foot. This long walk from
Muscle Shoals to Whitesburg (or,
in some cases, Decatur) was not
considered exceptionally tiresome
at that time; many of the river pi-
lots who accompanied their boats
down the Mississippi would re-
turn home the same way, up the
Natehez Trace. Richard Anderson,
a longtime river pilot and resident
of Huntsville, is said to have
walked from Humitsville to
Whitesburg every day - before
brealkfast.

Whitesburg, and other com-
munities on the Tennessee, re-
malned little changed for many
years, even in wartime. Unlike
some parts of Madison Countly,
Whitesburg was relatively quiet
during the Civil War. Occasion-
ally Soeuthern soldiers and sym-
pathizers would smuggle arms
and troops across the river to
the Union-occupied north bank
under cover of darkness. Fed-
eral troops confiscated all ferry
eraft when they could find them.
Reeords show that a skirmish
took place at Whitesburg on May
29, 1862, but provided no details.

For most ofa century after the
wati, Whitesburg remained a quiet

“One nice thing about egotists:
They don’t talk about
other people.”

Jerry Simmons, Athens

little village, like many others
throughout the South. The road
to Huntsville was macadamized
and turned into a turnpike. A
railroad line was built to the river,
but Whitesburg was bypassed.

_

Eventually the town's charter ex-
pired, and its post offce was
moved. But Whitesburg, the place,
remained.

There were no schools in
Whitesburg, and children might

Alabama
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have to travel a mile or more to
reach one of the one-room
schoolhouses, some of which
were privately operated.

One resident who grew up in
the area in the 1890s recalled
years later the first public schoel
he attended, in a log cabin heated
by a wood stove. "We children
would go out in [the] woods, chop
a tree, cut it up.” wrote C. D.
Hobbs in 1962. "That was our
fuel." The seats, he wrote, were
boxes, and the desks were "split
logs with pegs in them."

With the opening of the Clay
Bridge in 1931, the character of
Whitesburg was permanently al-
tered. No longer was it the end
of the line. Now motorists could
drive back and forth between
Madison and Morgan counties.
The road became a state high-
way extending to Birminghami.

But if Whitesburg was
doomed, its name would live on.
The bridge became known as
"the Whitesburg bridge.” When
a second span was completed
in the 1960s to carry south
bound traffic, it became the
Whitesburg bridge, too.

Today the Huntsville-Madison
County Marina occupies the land

HUNTSVILLE'S
TRAIN STORE

A Mode! Raillioaders Paradise

where the town once stood. A
plaque at the picnic area marks
the location of John Ditto's store
and the town of Whitesburg.

Fresh Ice for
Humisville

firom 1866 newspaper

The value of ice to the city
can only be estimated by the di-
sastrous eonsequences ofa dep-
rivation of it for use in sickness
or as a luxury. The winter was so
mild that net a pound ofice could
be gathered here.

To meet the wants of the city,
Mr. Robert Coltart, having fitted
up his Ice Depot, ordered from the
North, is now receiving and pack-
ing away nearly 500,000 pounds
ofice.

We have not heard the price
per pound but we know that Mr.
Coltart will net take advantage
of his monepoly to burden the
customers with exerbitant prices
or undue hardships.
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Unsolved

Mysteries

One of the great mysteries
of Madison County that has
never been solved is the report
of an Unidentified Flying Object
(UFO) here in Humfsville on
January 12, 1910. This was the
era when airplanes and balloons
were almost unheard of in the
Tennessee Valley.

The following account
comes from the January 13,
1910 Huntsville Mercury News-
paper:

"An unknown airship passed
almost directly ever Huntsville
at half past four o'clock yester-
day afternoon coming from the
southwest and continuing on its
eourse on a straight line to the
northeast. The craft appeared to
be making a long journey and it
passed on its course without
making any signal or other dem-
onstration and so swiftly did it
move that it was out of sight
over the erest of Chapman
mountain before many people
on the streets had an opportu-
nity of seeing it. It is believed to
have passed on out of Hunts-
ville territory as nothing more
was heard of the ship during the
evening.

%....Before any one had time
to obtain glasses, it had passed
out of sight. The aircraft was
net traveling with the breeze near
the surface of the earth because
the breeze on the surface was
eoming directly from the west.
The speed appeared to be
greater than any wind short of
a hurricane would travel.”

At first glance the preceding
article appears to be of an air-
plane or a balloon except for the
faet that a balloon could not
travel against the wind, and no
airplane of those days could
travel as fast as a "hurricane.”

Also, there were no airplanes In
the Tennessee valley in 1910.

If the whole event had a logi-
cal explanation, why did the New
York Tribune think it was news-
worthy enough to run an article
about it on the front page on the
same day?

On the same day, January 13,
1910 the Chattanooga Times, with
a front page headline, reported
sightings of a "cigar shaped ves-
sel” traveling at a high rate of

speed in a northeasterly direction.

The following day the strange
airship appeared again in the
skies over Chattanooga. The

“When you put a hot dog in
the microwave for 5 minutes,
you don’t want to be there
when your Mom sees
what’s left.”

Jeremy Jacobs, age 8
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Chattanooga newspaper specu-
lated that it was the same one that
had appeared over Huntsville the
day before. The article went on to
say, "Some are inclined to think
the mysterious airship is the eraft
of a sky pirate who has sinister
designs upon Chattanooga.”

The next day, January 15, the
"cigar shaped vessel’ was spotted
in the skies over Knoxville, Ten-
nessee headed south. This was
the last reported sighting,

If this ‘“airship" were some
type of an airplane or a dirigibie,
where did it come from and where
did it go? It was in the area for
three days but there were never
any reports of it landing any-
where.

Did it stay air-borne the whole
time? Many questions were asked
but there were no answers. This
remains one ofthe great "unsolved
mysteries” of the Tennessee
Valley.

“For NASA, space is still a
high priority.”

John F. Kerry

The Infant

In 1831 a lawsuit was filed in
the Alabama courts against a
young man for non-payment of
debts. The young man, twenty
years old, was already married
and had children but was un-
able to provide for his family
or pay his debts.

In this case, after being re-
peatedly sued, he pled infamncy,
(too young or immature to take
care of oneself.) The prosecuting
attorney, Mr. James Dellet, after
listening to the defense argu-
ments, called the young man for
cross examination.

Every eye of the jurors was
on the tall, debt-ridden young
man as he made his way to the
stand and took a seat. Mr
Dellet, taking his time, slowly
walked across the courtroom

and stared at the defendant for
what seemed like an etermity.
Abruptly turning to face the jurors,
he proclaimed, "Gentlemen, I make
"proofest” ofthis infant.”

The jury took one look at the
size of the "infant" and ruled
against him. A short while later,
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after being ridiculed and called
an "Infant" everywhere he went,
the young man left Alabama and
moved to Texas.

Years later, the "infant" Wil-
liam B. Travis would go down
i history as one of the heroes
of the Alamo.
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News From the Year 1917

U.S. Troops Land in France
General Blackjack Pershing Leads Them

Major Gemeral John J.
"Black Jack" Pershing's Ameri-
can troops arrived at a French
seaport this morning. For se-
curity reasomns, the precise lo-
cation cannot vet be disclosed.
The second contingent came
ashore not far from a camp
where Major General William L.
Sibert and the first contingent

are already established.
Pershing himself arrived this
evenimng,

The doughboys crossed the
Atlantie swiftly. Despite mines
and submarines in the waters,
they did not lose a soul en route.
A few of these men volunteered,
and a few were drafted when
conscription started in May.
Others are army diehards,
whose rugged tans suggest they
served with Pershing when he
routed Pancho Villa in Mexico.
They are boys from small towns
and farms. French villagers,

rushing to the shore, called them
heroes.

Pershing, 56 years old,
earned the title Commander-in-
Chief of the American Expedi-
tionary Forces (A. E. F.) through
his success in Mexico and the
Philippines, where he defeated
the Meoros in 1913. He plans to
keep his soldiers together, in-
dependent of other Allied lead-
ers. Eventually, he hopes to
eommand divisions of 28,000
men each.

French, British and other
Allies on the Western Front re-
alize that the Americans are still
green. Therefore, they will be
spared the front lines, for now.

“I've just learned about his
iliness - let’s hope it's
nothing trivial.”

Irvin S. Cobb
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U.S. Needs $156.30
to Outfit Doughboy

The War Department re-
vealed tonight that the startling
sum of $156.30 is required to
provide an infantryman with
arms, clothes and eating utensils.

Each soldier will receive 107
pieces of fighting equipment (in-
cluding 100 rifle cartridges), 50
articles of clothing and 11 cook-
ing implements. His weapons
are priced as follows: trench
tool, 50 cents; bayonet scalb-
bard, $1.13; bayonet, $2.15;
steel helmet, $3.00; cartridge
belt, $4.08; eartridges, $5.00;
gas mask, $12; rifle, $19.50.
Ineluded in the clothing costs are
three wool blankets ($18.75)
and a bedsack (98 cents). The
cost will soon force many coun-
tries to abolish the militanry.
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Presence of Negro
Troops causes
Riot

The quartering of a Negro
regiment in Houston led to a riot
today that left 17 dead. And
Texas now wants to try 34 Ne-
groes in a state court rather than
defer the matter to the militairy.

The state has also requested
that the remaining Negro sol-
diers be ousted from its ber-
ders immediatelyy. The troops
were sent from Deming, New
Mexico, to Houston three weeks
ago. Their captain, who clearly
has respect for his men, stated
that they had all felt uneasy
since their arrival.

This morning, a soldier who
had been drinking witnessed a
white policeman slapping a Ne-
gro woman. After the soldier
objected to her treatment, the
officer beat him and sent him
to jail.

A corporal, hearing of the
arrest, approached the peliee-
man for information. He too
was beaten. When more troop
members heard of this, they
grabbed their weapons, ran into
town and opened fire on white
residents. Among the dead was
a I15-year-old girl.

A few Southern senators
and representatives had op-
posed stationing of any Negro
regiments in their states
months prior to today's inei-
dent. Some Southerners ex-
plained that they have no eb-
jections to Southern Negroes
stationed in their area, but they
are wary of Negroes from other
parts of the United States who
do not recognize the code of
conduct followed by local Ne-
groes

Mata Hari Executed
at Dawn

Mata Hari, who, by a court
martial two months ago was
found guilty of espionage, was
shot at dawn this morning by
the French.

Known in Europe as an ex-
tremely attractive woman with
a complicated romantic history,
she was born as Margaretha
Gertruida Zelle in Helland,
though she at times claimed to
stem from India. She was
accused of having joined the
German secret service in 1907
and ofhaving betrayed important
military secrets confided to her
by the many high Allied officers
who were on intimate terms with
her.
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Times Have Changed

Courthouse Square - Summer of 1964
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The Television
Picture

by Harold Fanning

Growing up in Hazel Green, Alabama
during the 1960's was, for the most part,
a simple life. Most kids of that era spent
their days outdoors playing hide-and-seek,
cowboys and Indians, or riding their
bikes. There wasn't much television
watched in those days, but when we did,
about the only television set within a
twenty-five mile radius of our house be-
longed to my grandparents, Percy and
Gladys Sharp.

Percy purchased that old black and
white Philco at the Montgomery Ward de-
partment store in Huntsville and any at-
tempt to watch it was more like looking
at hazy figures though a winter show-
storm. After awhile the straining, squint-
ing and attempting to distinguish who
from what just wasn't worth the effort
and we'd eventually give up and go out-
side to do something else. I reckon the
concept of "reception” for television manu-
facturers back then was pretty much left
to the innovative discretion of the pur-
chaser.

For example, everyone who had tele-
visions in the late 1950's and 60's had a
forty-foot antenna rising above their
roofline. Usually any attempt to adjust
the picture clarity required someone
standing outside next to the antenna pole
with everybody inside yelling through an
open window their contrasting instrue-
tions on which way to turn the thing

Sometimes this effort worked, but,
more often than not, it didn't. At one point
someone heard that if you wrapped the
pole in aluminum foil this would some-
how increase reception. Word spread fast
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on that novel idea and in no time at all there were an-
tenna poles throughout the community wrapped tightly
with aluminum foil secured with baling twine or duct
tape.

Sometimes the best reception was gained when some-
one simply laid their hand on the antenna pole itself.
For my family we always hated that - especially if my
grandfather Percy happened to be watching professional
wrestling hosted by Grady Reeves on WHINT Channel 19.
That meant the entire family would have to take turns
standing next to the pole holding onto it so Percy could
see the screen more clearly. He would get so wrapped up
in watching the Masked Marauder, Nut House Fargo, Dusty
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Rhodes and ToJo Yarnamoto that
he would literally fight, flop and
flip the chair he happened to be
sitting in. He would yell, scream,
and eceasionally use 'not-so-nice'
adjectives ifhis favorite wrestler
happened to be losing the round.
To be honest, my dad used to say
that the best entertainment was
watching my grandfather Percy
watch wrestling,

On 6ne oceasion Perey got the
notion that birds sitting or roost-
ing on the antenna interfered with
reception. I think he got the idea
from one of those infamous dis-
cussions held at the local barber-
shop. Al Davis' barbershop stood
behind Mr. Tem Harbin's store in
Walnut Grove and was usually the
gathering place of all the men in
the commuummiityy.

There was always a card
game, checkers, or some activ-
ity going on whether you needed
a haireut or not. It was also the
place where all the world's
problems were solved - includ-
ing bad television reception. Of
course, once Percy Sharp was
convineed of the "bird theory” no
amount of persuasion to the
contrary would change his
mind. No sir, Percy Sharp had a
mind like a steel trap and once it

was slammed shut, the matter
was a settled issue. Any attempt
to eonvince him otherwise was
like arguing with a stop sign.

From then on the only pos-
sible recourse was for one of
us to shoo the birds away by
pounding on the antenna with a
stick.

Well, these simpler times
are long past now. Today we
donl't have to wrap our televi-
sien antennas with aluminum foil
or bang on the pole with sticks.
No, today we just eall the local

Golf can be defined as an
endless series of tragedies,
with an occasional miracle,

followed by a cold bottle

of beer.

cable ecompany and they come out
and make the necessary adjust-
ments for us! Excuse me, but did
I say at the beginning of this ar-
ticle that times back in the 1950's
and 60's were a lot simpler?
Hummm.
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Last Date at the
White Castle

At the sound of the ear horn blowing,
young and vivacious Flossie Putman, wheo
had been a beauty contest winner at the age
of 16, jumped to her feet. Glancing in the
full length mirror standing in the hall, she
checked her makeup and shapely figure one
last time. Her mother, sitting in a chair and
watching, was agitated that her daughter was
gong out again. It seemed to her that Flossie
was always on her way to another date.

Flossie kissed her mother on the eheek
lightly, and pausing only long enough to tell
her not to wait up, dashed for the doer.

Mrs. Putman watched as her daughter
departed. Her whole life was wrapped up in
Flossie, an only child and her sele suppert.
Mother and daughter lived in a modest house
on O'Shaughmnessy Avenue in the village of
Dallas, a cotton mill section at the edge of
Huntsville.

As darkness closed over the hills and
valleys that night of April 30. 1937, angry
clouds were gathering on the western hori-
zon to swoop down on Huntsville and the
surrounding countryside in one of the worst
storms ever experienced in the comumumity.
Within an hour after the daughter's depar-
ture from home, lightning flashed and thun-
der cracked with a fearseme fury. This was
followed by a gale of hurricane proportioiis
and then rain came down in terrents. As the
storm increased in violence, Mrs. Mae
Putman, alone in her house, felt worried

‘ ASIAN
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about her daughter for the first time in her life.

Flossie, however, was ssafe from the elements of
the night. She was comfortably seated in a darkened
corner of the White Castle, a popular road inn four miles
north of Huntsville. Opposite her sat a companion and
on the table between them were two glasses filled with
whiskey.

The popular tavern was almost empty of patrons
on this stormy night. Besides Flossie and her date,
there were only a few others present. No one paid
any attention to the young couple until they began
arguing in loud voices. The man seemed to be doing
most of the talking, his voice thickened by the whiskey
he had already consumed. As suddenly as the argument
had began, it ended, with the couple leaving the bar hold-
ing hands.

For the next hour the remaining patrons of the
tavern continued to drink and talk as the storm raged
outside. T\wo of the customers were preparing to leave
when suddenly the door flew open and Flossie
Putman, her face and clothes splattered with blood,
stumbled through the entrance.

The patrons anxiously gathered around the young
girl offering to take her to the doctor, only to be met
by a eurt refusai.

For Fusions FiimishiNg Toudh...

The little things really do count.
Earrings, a belt, bag, hat or pin are the
little things that complete the big
picture of fashions.




‘Leave me alone,” Flossie
erled angrily. "Please go away."

Just then the door opened
and the girl's escort walked in.
He, too, was splattered with
blood and appeared to have
been drinking heavilly. Grabbing
Flossie by her arm, the man
angrily ordered her to leave with
him. Neither spoke a word as
they left.

Through a window those in
the tavern saw the couple climb
intoe a pickup and drive away.

The following morning,
when Mrs. Putman realized her
daughter had not returned
home, she became scared. She
began calling her daughter's
friends only to be told that they
had not seen her. One of them
did tell her, however, that the
man Flessie had been seeing
was named Jim.

Mrs. Putman next notified
H.C. Blakemore, Huntsville's
chief of police. Anxiously she
teld the Chief of her daughter
dating someone by the name of
Jim, and of her concern.

Reecalling the fact that
Flossie had joked about getting
married, Blakemore said there
was nothing he ecould do in case
ofan elopement, but he would do
what he could.

Blakemore began searching
for the man who had been with
Flossie's the night she had dis-
appeared. Finally after much
hard work, he was able to nar-
row the list of possible suspects
down to five whose first names
were Jim. Four of the suspects
were able to give alibis for the
night Flossie disappeared. The
fifth, James McAnally, lived only
a short distance from
Blakemore's home. McAnally
was married and was known as
a devoted husband and the
father of eight children.

With attributes such as
these, Blakemore was at first
hesitant about even considering
MeAnally as a suspect. Despite
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his personal feelings, the Chief
nevertheless decided to question
MeAnaily.

During the course ofthe next
several weeks, Blakemore vis-
ited McAnally's residence several
times, only to be told each time
by MeAnally's wife that he was
not home. Finally Blakemore
demanded an explanation as to
why MeAnally was never home.

Obviously worried, the

woman said Jim had disap- mrble

peared. "I know I should have
reported it seoner but I kept « Ing,

thinking that he would come
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woman, Blakemore was able to
establish that McAnally had dis-
appeared the same night as
Flossie Putman. Now the inves-
tigator was faced with two mys-
terious disappearances instead
of one. As rumors begin to
spread across Huntsville, the
general feeling was that
McAnally had abandoned his
wife and children and had run off
with the attractive Flossie
Putman.

The whole case had stale-
mated when Mrs. McAnally ap-
peared at headquarters one day,
three months later, to tell the
Chiieff that she had heard from
her husband. He was working
in Texas, had a good job and
was about to send for her and
the children.

"Did he say why he left so
suddenly without telling anyone?”
Blakemore asked.

"He just said that he had an
unexpected job offer and he
wanted to make sure it worked
out before telling anyone." The
look on her face showed that
even she knew it was a flimsy
excuse.

Then, as the woman was
leaving the office, Blakemore
said he would like to talk to her
husband about the disappear-
ance of Flossie Putman.

Indignantly, the woman re-
plied that Blakemore was mis-

taken in his assumption that her
husband had anything to do with
the Putman girl. "My husband has
never been unfaithful to me.”

"Mrs. McAnally, I'd like per-
mission to search your place
before you leave for Texas."

Upset by the thought of po-
lice prowling about her home,
and certain that her husband
was in no way connected with
the disappearance of Flossie
Putman, she refused. She eould
not understand the Chief’s atti-
tude nor his request as she
stalked out of the office.

The state of Alabama had a
peculiar outlook regarding the
searching of private property, re-
gardless of the nature or serious-
ness of the case involved. A legal
search could be made only with
the consent of the resident or with
awarrant sworn out in his name
whenever the consent was re-
fused. When a search was made
with proper warrant, should the
officer fail to find what he was
looking for, the resident had re-
course against the officer and su-
periors in the courts of the state.

So Chief Blakemore refrained
from searching the McAnally
home and premises. He had no
proofofhis vague suspicions. Jim
McAnally had turned up alive and
there was the possibility that the
girl whose name had been linked
with his, might likewise be
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located. Until he had proef that
the girl had not merely run away
the police official had neo inten-
tion of subjecting himself to a
costly damage suit.

There were many conflicting
and baffling possibilities in the
events surrounding that stormy
evening. Had the Putman girl
dashed into the roadhouse that
night because she was fleelng
the man who tried to kill her?
If so, why did the man fellow
her into the bar where other
people were bound to see him.
And why did she leave with him
again?

Every promising trail the
investigating Chief followed
seemed to lead to Jim
McAnally, and then dissipate
into thin air. Especially intrigu-
ing was his mysterious depar-
ture from home at the time of
the girl's disappearance.

Surely Jim MeAnally was
not the "number one boy friend"”
mentioned by Miss Putman er
the one to whom she referred
in jesting about an elopement.
What attraction could there be to
an insignificant married man of
41 years for the attractive and
popular beauty with countless
admirers? Yet, there seemed to
have been innumerable clandes-
tine meetings between the two.

After months of diligent
work Chief Blakemore believed
the girl might be dead, the victim
of ajealous suitor. But his inves-
tigation along those lines was
stalemated until some evidence
ofthe body or the murderer could
be located. To hunt for one in-
volved dangerous financial risks
and to look for the other was a
colossal undertaking, with the
name of Jim and a general de-
scription that might fit hundreds
of men the only clue to his iden-
tity. Where to look for either was
a mystery as dark as the stormy
night into which the girl and her
friend had disappeared.

Months and then years

passed. Finally the summer of
1939 rolled around with still no
trace of the missing Flossie Put-
man. In the long span of time the
city of Huntsville had practically
forgotten the former beauty and
many changes had occurred in the
lives of the principal characters of
this strange drama.

Chief Blakemore had resigned
his position as head ef Huntsville's
law enforcement body and had
been elected sheriff of Madison
Coumntly. In his new capacity he had
not forgotten the baffling Putman
mystery, now more than two years
old. The McAnally home was now
occupied by the owner's father and
mother who had moved in when
McAnally's wife and eight children
left for Texas.

Reports from Texas told of
McAnally's success. He had ac-
quired halfownership in a garage
and had purchased a home for his
fammiily.

Blakemore never heard from

Jim MecAnally, though he still
wanted to question him in regard
to the missing Flossie Putman. He
also still wanted to search the
house in which MeAnally had re-
sided while in Huntsville but his
repeated requests had been met
with stern refusals from the new
occupants. There was strongre-
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sentment of any thought that anything could be wromg,
And a search was still impossible with the meager infor-
mation available.

On the morning of Aug, 13, 1939, Sheriff Blakemore
reeeived in his offices at the county courthouse a visitor
with what appeared to be an important bit of informa-
tlon. This visitor was a neighbor ofthe McAnallys in West
Huntsville.

‘For the past few days," the man said, "my dog has
been acting strangely around the McAnally house. He
has been digging under the kitchen in the rear. I watched
him again this morning through the fence. He digs a
while, sniffs the hole he is making and then digs again.
I am sure there is something buried under that house."

Sheriff Blakemore decided to act immediately, to
risk his judigement against a possible lawsuit. After
obtalning a search warrant and accompanied by two
deputies armed with shovels and digging irons, he went
te the home which had previously been McAnally's resi-
dence.

There he saw where the dog had been digging but
the opening was too narrow to permit the entry of a
human body. The sheriff and his deputies then en-
tered the kitchen and their attention was immediately
drawn to a section of the flooring which had a different
appearance from the remainder ofthe boards. The elder
MeAnally explained this section had rotted and he had
repaired it several days after his
son went to Texas. Sheriff Licensed - Insured - References
Blakemore ordered his men to
remove the boards.

Direetly beneath the floor was
a mound of earth, large and ob-

long in shape, which had partly ﬁ;"’,:':

caved in. The aged occupant ofthe Curbs “No Job Too Swmallr”
house, still unaware of the pur- Walk ways .

pose of the unusual procedure Blocks Michael Sylvester
but asking no questions, ex- Stone 256-694-2469

plained that his son had started
to excavate for a cellar with the
intention of installing a furnace
but had abandoned the plan just
before he went away. The sheriff
ordered his men to start digging.
Foeur feet down in the earth,
whieh was loose and easily re-
moved, Deputy Smith struck
something hard with his shovel.
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clothing remained among the
bones. These were carefully re-
moved to a mortuary, where an
hour later Mrs. Mae Putman, tern
with grief, identified the bits of
cloth and leather as part of the
dress and shoes worn by her
daughter the night she disap-
peared.

Flossie Putman's strange
disappearance was solved.

A long distance ecall to the
sheriififs office in MeKillmey,
Texas requested the immediate
arrest of Jim McAmnally. Within
an hour a call came from the
Texas city stating they had ar-
rested James MecAmnallky.

When McAnally was re-
turned from Texas he was
brought before Solicitor Jeff D.
Smith and Sheriff Blakemore
for questioning. The man had
made no statement since his
arrest and the officials expected
a continued denial of the mur-
der.

Sheriff Blakemore ad-
dressed McAnally. "Jim," he
said, "it looks pretty bad for you
and we want to hear your stery
about what happened that night."

Calmly, and without any out-
ward sign of remorse, McAnally
began to tell his story of what
had transpired that night. He
admitted to being out that night
with Flossie Putman, whom he
said he had known about a year.
He told how they rode around
for hours talking and drinking
whiskeyy.

When the storm was at its
peak, he said he parked the
pickup truck off the New Mar-
ket road. It was here, acecording
to his story, that the girl fell out of

“The trouble with owning a
home is that no matter
where you slt, you’re
looking at something you
should be doing.”

Barb Eyestone, Madison

the truck and cut her face.

*The next thing I remember,"
he continued, "a man was shak-
ing me to wake me up and get out
of his way so he could drive into
his home. After moving the car I
tried to arouse Flossie and she
didn't answer. Well, the woman
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was dead.

'T didn’t know what to do so I
went home, took the body out of
the truck, and earried it into the
house, placing it in the closet in
the downstairs room. I then fell
asleep,

"I was wakened soon after day-
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light by my wife and children
moving about in the house. I
thought of the bodly, and knew I
had te dispose ofit. Sol told my
wife to take the children and go
to the home of my parents.

'T had planned to dig a base-
ment and had actually started
it. So after the farnily left, T re-
moved the floor in the kitchen and
deepened the hole. Then I placed
the body in it and covered it up,
nailing down the floor tightly.
When my wife and children re-
turned at 11 o'cleck they were
none the wiser. I left the following
morning and finally landed in
Texas. You know the rest.”

Though the story sounded fea-
sible, itwas a lie. Medical evidence
had already shown that the girl
died from a gunshot wound.

The trial began Now. 1. 1939.
MeAnally offered a plea of not
guilty because of insanity.
Solicitor Smith recounted the
mass of testimony against the ac-
eused man and demanded the
death penalty for a brutal murder.

Three days later a jury delib-
erated four hours and returned a
verdiet ef guilty and fixed punish-
ment at life imprisonment. Notice
ofappeal was filed at once but this
was withdrawn two weeks later
and MeAnallywas taken to prison
where he died in 1959.

“If only one-third of your
clothes are mistakes, you’re

(2) - ANTIQUE AUCTIONS IN SEPTEMBER, 2007
AT: B & W AUCTION

356 CAPSHAW ROAD, MADISON, AL 35757
AUCTION #1 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2007
@ 4 P.M.
SELLING THE PERSONAL PROPERTY OF THE ESTATE
OF DIXIE & LELAND GOBBELL,

FROM FLORENCE, AL.

THESE ITEMS ARE HOME OR SHOP READY! PARTIAL LIST INCLUDES: 7 PC.
COUNTRY FRENCH BDRM SUITE, 5 PC. FLAME MAHOGANY BDRM SUITE, 3
FINE OLD GRANDFATHER CLOCKS, EARLY CHERRY CHEST W/ CURLY MAFLE
DRAWERS, EARLY MAHOGANY VANITY W/ BEVEL MIRROR, 78" MARBLE TOP
BURL, WALNUT DRESSER, 4 MARTHA WASHINGTON SEWING CABINETS, 8 PC.
MAHOGANY DINING ROOM SUITE, COPPER LINED SMOKE STANDS, 3 NICE
OLD COAL HODS, SEVERAL SUPER UPHOLSTERED LOVESEATS, OAK BOW
FRONT CHINA CABINET, WALNUT SLANT FRONT DESK, WALNUT LOCKS|DE
CHEST, SPINET DESKS, MARBLE TOP TABLES, CEDAR CHESTS, SEVERAL
GWTW STYLE LAMPS, 36" DRESDEN PORCELAIN "STAGECOACH" FIGURINES,
5 PC. GAME PLATE. SET, MUCH, MUCH MORE!! (CALL FOR AN & PAGE COLOR
BROCHURE)

AUCTION #2 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2007 @ 4 P.M.

ANOTHER GREAT ANTIQUES & COLLECTIBLES AUCTION -
LOTS OF HAND PICKED FURNITURE FROM OHIO, ALONG WITH SEVERAL
LOCAL ESTATE PIECES. (WE'LL ALSO NAVE BROCHURES FOR THIS SALE;

CALL US FOR THESE, ALSO)
NO BUYERS PREMIUM/ Call (256) 837-1559 OR (256) 837-8377
MAJOR GREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED / SMOKE FREE, AIR CONDITIONED
FACILITY 400 TO 500 LOTS FOR EACH SALE

WILSON HILLIARD, SL#97/ BILL ORNBURN, SL#8%8/ CHARLES THORPE, SL#392
Visit us online at: www.auctionzip.com - auctioneer #5484

L ]

Use what the Pros use to get rid of j
termites, roaches, ants, spiders, mice,
snakes & fleas.

Get your supplies today!

Mowing « Maintenance ¢ Design
Senior & Military Discounts

Jodohtifismbinetz (2F(isEidRMEs {286) 882-0610 Fax

— I —

ahead of the game.” Csom (2&] 533-6754
) 3804 Gowvernors Drive
Edna Pierce
OLDE TOWNE
LANDSCAPING AND DESKGN

7702 Holland Dr. Hhmisville, AL 35802

(@56) 883-9708 Ofitice

(256) 426-7256 Cell John T. Henegar

Bresident



http://www.auctionzip.com

Tips from Liz

* If you drink ice tea with a
straw, you won’t get tea stains on
your teeth.

* This is a good time to ob-
serve what trees, perennials and
flowers do well in the heat, for you
to plant next year. This heat will
be with us for a long time. A good
example - Crepe Myrtles do fine
with heat and little water, dog-
woods don’t.

* When making spaghetti, you
could use just hallff the meati/sau-
sage you currently use and never
miss the extra calories.

* Many thieves will check cars
in a parking lot for purses/valu-
ables. DONT leave your purse in
your car unless it’s hidden or in
the trunk - otherwise you’re just
asking to be robbed.

* If you use spices, you will
save time by storing them on a 2-
layer turntable in your cabinet -
takes up less room and you just
twirl it to quickly find the one
you're looking for.

* Cinammon is really good to
use ifyou are diabetic - try putting
it on yogurt or fruit - delicious!

* Using a wet washrag when
you are working out in the heat can
really refresh you - rub it on your
neck and/or pulse spots and it will
beat the heat!

* This one from our good
friend Lola in Musecle Sheals - if
you have frequent leg cramps at
night while sleeping, try putting a
bar of soap at your feet - it may
stop them!

* You've seen those draft dodg-
ers that you can put in door eracks

- they work great for keeping heat
out as well as eold in - the Senior
Center still has a few left!

* When you buy a container
of cake frosting, whip it up with
your mixer and it will double in
size, giving you more and cutting
back on sugar & calories!

* Put a small safety pin to the
seam of your slip and you won’t
have a clingy skirt or dress.

* Weeds will NOT grow
through wet newspapers. Wet the
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layers of newspaper, put in area
where you have weeds, add
mulch on top - no Weeds!

¥ Te warm biscuits, bread or
muffins that have been refriger-
ated, place them in a microwave
with a cup ofwater. The water will
prevent them from drying out, but
the bread will be good and hot!

* Use plain body lotion as a
facial cleanser - just rub in a bit
and use a warm washrag to clean
it off.

SANDWIICHES, VIRAPS, SALADS,
SMOOTHIES, SOFTDRINKS,
AND DESSERTS

4715 University Drive (NEXT TO KINKOS)
Phone 489-1576 Fax 489-1586

can not be used with any other promotion
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15 Percent Off v 10 Percent Off H 15 Percent Off
Breakfast Wraps  Lunch and Dinner |, Wraps & Sandwiches |

& Sandwiches  [1 Wraps & Sandwiches I on Sunda
vith Coupon * Expliessat BN Cunogt ﬁﬂzﬂg
Outside of the Box
implants

For patients with chronic periodontal (gum) uisease, with littie
bone to support the teeth, the future used to be bleak. There is a
new, breakthrough procedure that has allowed these people to again
enjoy the foods they used to, like apples, corn on the cob, etc.

The mini implant is truly a life saver in many clrcumstances. It
is referred to as a mini because it is relatively small. Many patients
who have a history of periodontal disease are left with very little
bone, sometimes needing painful bone grafting from other parts of
the body, like chin, hips or jawbone. Instead of that, we, most of
the time, can create a particulate graft; a graft made from bone
particles that are synthetic, bovine or human. We can place the
implant and the teeth at your same visit.

Come in today to see us for a free consultation. If you have a
panalipse Xray, please bring it, otherwise we have to charge for
one to help with the diagnosis.

Eugene H. Scott, Jr., D.D.S. (256) 533-0434

401 Lowell Drive #17 Huntsville, Alabama 35801

www.dreugenehscottjr.com

No representation is made about the quality of dental services to be perfonmed s
greater than the quality of dental services performed by other dentisfs.



mailto:mslizcleansweep27@yahoo.com
http://www.dreugenehscottjr.com
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A Man of Hionor

Tiw Huntsville Cotton Mill was created by
the efforts of D.L. Love, a businessman from
Mississippi. Traveling throughout the South-
east, Love aroused interest in Huntsville, found
subseribers for eemmon stock, and per-
suaded the city to pass a ten year exemption
on taxes.

As the cotton mill began to prosper, such
was not the ease for its organizing genius,
Apparently Love fell in love with the young
and beautiful Ada Johnson of Huntsville. But,
following the demands of a busy travel sched-
ule, Love found it difficult to devote his full at-
tention to the courtship.

Miss Johnson, perhaps tiring of waiting,
began to see other suitors.

The newspaper on September 21, 1881 an-
neuneced the marriage of Ada Johnson to Mr.
John E Lanier of Madison Countly. The paper fur-
ther eemmented: "The Huntsville public was
greatly surprised that Miss Ada, whose hand
had been sought by so many suitors, had at
last succuwmbed to Mr. Lanier's offer of mar-
riage-ﬂ

Noenie was more surprised than Mr. Love,
who, when learning of the betrothal, lost his
temper and sought to avenge his loss by be-
smirching her character

Se foul were his accusations that the young
husband did what honorable young men of
breeding were expected to do in such cases.
He went to Greenville, Mississippi and killed
Mr. Love.

Defended by Humtsville attorney Capt.
Milten Humes, young Lanier was completely
exonerated. The judge announced from the
beneh, "It Is my opinion that he did just what
I or any other man of honor would do, and I
therefore discharge the prisemer, and bid him
go hence without delay."

Court News from 1923

Horace Bentley, $25 fine and 30 days in the
lockup for selling opium.

Cooper Foster was fined $25 for allowing pigs to
run loose on city propently.

On the charge of bastardy Bill Jones was found
innocent.

Jim Lemiley, found guilty ofwife beating and fined
$25.

Thomas Clark and Charley Tuminello were fined
ten dollars each for gaming,

Maple Maddex and Odis Patterson were up on a
charge efassault with a pistol and knife respectively
and each drew a fine of $25.

Bruece Killiam was discharged on a charge of
unlawfully riding a street car.

(Jumningfilam s
707 Andrew Jackson Way
Huntsville, Al 35801
DISCOUNT
WICKER - RATTAN FURNITURE
Nor-Fiii 10-5 S#Et-10-4

Lee Roy Cunningham

Betty Jo Cunningham  (258)536-3071

Ben Roberts
(256) 318-6366
Doug Petty

(256) 694-3684 Mo hH'OWh il

7600 Highway 72W, Suite 103, Madison, Al. 35758
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|
Kiwanis Club of Huntsville

Supporting “Reading is Fundamental” Q_QLDEN K

*  Huntsvilig, Alsbarna 35813

|
In recognition of our incoming officers
for the year 2007 - 2008

President - Gordon Dison, President elect - John Vaughn,
2nd VP - Don Bishop, Treasurer - Kinley Eittreim
Secretary - Hartwell Lutz

and in grateful appreciation of our |
outgoing officers for the
year 2006 - 2007

President - Ray Weinberg, Pres/Elect - Gordon Dison,
2Rd VP - Bill Sevey, Secretary - Hartwell Lutz, Treas - Kinley Eitreim,
Past Pres - Hank Miller

Directors:
DPen Bishop - Pasqual Rico - Neil Cocker - Vic Grimes
Don Royston - Steve Harrls - Sam Zeman

I

Qur Mette - Young Children, Priority One - Our Goal - Helping Kids

Clyde Barclay - Donald Bishop - Bill Brown - Chuck Bobo - Miartin Burke
Winsten BeShields - Gerden Dison - Kinley Eittreim - Ermest Francis - Neill Cocker - Vie Grimes
Jaek Gresser = Bill Grunwald - Ed Hardin - Steve Hairris - Jesse Hopkins = Bill vy
Andy Karabines - Rand Lehman - Hartwell Lutz - John Martin - Hank Mattern
Hank Miller - Arehie Murehie - Robert Overall - Chuck Owens - Wilbur Paitterson - Pasqual Rice
Roseee Reberis - Denald Royston - Bill Russell - Bill Sevey - Reggle Skinner - Joe Sloan
Beb Smith - Walt Terry - John Vaughn - Ray Weinberg - Jim White
Jim Yeager - Sam Zeman

\—f——/f



Thousands of people flocked to the courthouse square in 1905 for the unveiling of the
Confederate statue. Funeral dirges were played in memory of the fallen soldiers and a parade

wound through downtown to the tunes of Dixie. That same year the first telephones came to
Huntsville and the town of Gurley raised the license for operating a saloon to $10,000.

Those days are long gone, but the folks at Propst Drug store still
believe in offering the same dedicated, personal service that makes
our city a special place to live.

“Old Tyme Friendly Service” 717 Pratt Ave. NE
Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 days a week

(256) 539-7443
* One Hour Photo *

US Gov't. Post Office
UPS Shipping



