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In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather, 
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington 
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with 
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.
While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more 

employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers 
insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the 
same location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777
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Occupied by 
the Enemy
From the War-Time Diary of 
Jane Chadick

Step back in time, almost a hun­
dred and fifty years ago, and ex­
perience Huntsville under the rule 
of the hated yankee army. For the 
writer, Jane Chadick, it was a 
constant struggle to obtain food 
and basic supplies as she worried 
about her husband, W.D., who was 
serving in the Corf ederate Army.

Oct. 4,1864 - Still raining. 
Sent George and Davis to the 
depot for some provisions, 
which Billy had purchased from 
a soldier-one month's rations, 
that is, four pounds of sugar, 
two and a half pounds of cof­
fee, 22 pounds of bacon and a 
half box of crackers. Heard 
there were two letters for me at 
the post office. Sent for them, and 
when 10 cents was demanded 
before delivery, Georgia, not 
having the money, returned with­
out them. What new system of 
extortion is this from these up­
starts in office? Mr. and Mrs. 
Wilson were arrested and car­
ried before the provost today on 
a charge of feeding Rebels dur­
ing the feint of Saturday last. 
Have not heard the result. Am 

suffering with a dreadful nervous 
headache.

Oct. 5 - Mr. and Mrs. Wil­
son were required to take the 
oath and give a $1,000 bond, 
besides the humiliation of being 
escorted to town by an enemy 
guard.

Oct. 6 - How beautiful the sun­
shine after four days of incessant 
rain! Sent George and Dave to the 
depot after provisions. In addition 
to the things above mentioned, 
they brought me some dried beef, 
cheese, a bottle of vinegar and a 
half a box of hard crackers.

Oct. 8 - Xenia Pruitt (a servant) 
came to town this morning, bring­
ing me a present of a ham and 
side of meat from Mr. Thompson 
in her neighborhood. She also 
brought one bushel of sweet po­
tatoes and some corn, which is 
quite acceptable in these times of 
scarcity and dearness of provi­
sions, and for which I feel truly 
grateful. Mrs. Harris just came in 
for me to go to the market with 
her to make some arrangement 
for beef. She tells me that bacon 
is 40 cents per pound and very 
scarce.

Oct. 16 - The enemy look 
rather blue. Two regiments have 
received orders to leave since 
morning. Hark! A band of mu­
sic playing "The Mocking Bird." 
They are at this moment march­
ing by on their way to the de­
pot. Joy go with them, so that
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they never return! Everybody has 
been gloomy at the thought of then- 
taking up Winter quarters here, 
and we can only pray and hope 
that such a calamity may be 
altered by their being compelled 
to evacuate.

Oct. 17 - Yesterday, the en­
emy sent out 10 wagons on a 
foraging expedition, and they 
were all captured! Gen. 
Grainger's family all leave to­
night for Nashville, which looks 
rather significant. Miss Kate 
Lane is to be married tonight 
to Col. Towns, one of Gen. 
Logan's staff. Gen. Grainger's 
family and many others leaving 
tonight. Was a great disappoint­
ment to the family, as they 
expected quite a crowd.

Oct. 21 - Here comes Xenia, 
with a present of 750 pounds of 
flour from Mr. Thompson. A bag 
of turnips and sweet potatoes 
from Mrs. Pruitt and a small bas­
ket of onions and apples from 
Mrs. Otey. I shall not forget my 
Meridianville friends. And here 
comes Nancy Watkins, colored, 
riding in on horseback at the 
alley gate with a note from Sue 
and with a basket of nuts for 
the children. I am truly glad to 
get this, as the boys were again 
refused a pass for that purpose 
this morning. We have a fine, 
fat yearling - our dependence for 
beef this Fall, and owing to the 
presence of the enemy, we have 
to keep it in the back yard. Hark!

Owner / Manager
Dehaan Gates

In 1939 Huntsville was recov­
ering from the Great Depression. 
Money was hard to come by and 
people depended on Gates Auto Repair for honest and dependable 
service. Over a half century later - they still do.

67Years At Same Location! jffil
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-------  534-1221 615 Minor Str., N.E.--------------

Two shots are fired near us. 
What's that? Shortly after, Ed 
comes in and reports that some­
one has left the gate open, and the 
calf is out and gone! Everyone 
starts in pursuit. Returned 
after dark with no success. Gave 
it up as lost and gobbled up, no 
doubt, by the soldiers.

Oct. 22 - Ed and Georgie went 
out at daylight to look for the calf 
with no success. While at break­
fast, someone drove it home, but 
it had a minnie ball through one 
side of its head - probably the shot 
we heard.

Oct. 24 - A soldier came in 
my back yard this morning and 
took deliberate aim at my house 
dog, and fired right in the midst 
of a group - Margaret and her chil­
dren - the ball plowing the ground 
within a yard of one of the latter. 
The ball missed the head of the 
dog, going between his legs. I 
sprang to the door, calling out 
"What are you shooting my dog 
for?" He replied, "God d-n you, 
why don't you come out and keep 
him off me?" "It's nothing but a 
damned Secesh no how," he said 
and got away in a hurry, two other 
cowards standing sentinel at the 
gate. Such outrages from yankee

“Only one man in a hundred 
is a leader of men. The other 

99 follow women.”

Groucho Marx

WELCOME TO AUTHENTIC THAI CUISINE AT c© THAI GARDEN ©o

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT
All Fresh Meats 6 Vegetables

No MSG - No Preservatives Used

Mon - Fri - Lunch ll am - 2 pm
Dinner 4:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

Sat - Dinner only 4:30 pm - 9:00 pm 
Closed Sundays

800 Wellman Avenue 
(In Historic Five Points)

(256) 534-0122

H.C. BLAKE INC.
Plumbing, Electrical 

Heating, 
Air Conditioning

534-0781
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Kids in north Alabama now have access right here in Huntsville to the resources of St. Jude Children's Research Hospital. 
Certain cancers and blood disorders are being treated at the new St. Jude Clinic at Huntsville Hospital for Women & 
Children. The outpatient clinic is led by Huntsville Hospital pediatric hematologist/oncologist Dr. Lucille Ferrante.

If you would like more information call us, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday at (256) 265-JUDE or visit our website.

St. Jude Children’s 
Research Hospital

ALSAC • Dinny Thomu, Founder 
Finding cures. Saving children.

Women I Children

CD HUNTSVILLE
HOSPITAL

www.huntsvillehospital.org/stjude

http://www.huntsvillehospital.org/stjude
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soldiers are hard to submit to. 
Went to Col. Lynn (at Mrs. Rice's), 
commander of the post, to report 
these negroes. Was politely and 
kindly heard.

He admitted that it was an 
outrage and said that they were 
sent out to press other negroes to 
work upon the fortifications, and 
were not allowed to go in private 
homes without a white officer 
with them. He promised to inves­
tigate the matter and prevent a 
similar recurrence of such con­
duct, and that as soon as the 
work upon the fortifications was 
finished they should be sent off 
from here, adding that he had but 
little use for them, and saying, 
"Upon my word. Madam, you 
treat them much better than we 
do."

Oct. 25 - Cannons have been 
heard here all the evening. All 
the available troops have been 
sent from here to Whitesburg 
with several guns from the fort 
to prevent the Rebels from 
crossing at that place. There is 
not a single picket out tonight, 
and if it were only daylight, we 
could, for the first time in a year, 
go where we pleased without a 
pass.

Oct. 26 - A good many 
troops passed to Decatur yester­
day evening, raw levies, two- 
months men. A sutler from 
there reports today that 300 of 
them got suddenly sick, unable to 
cross the river when they got 
there, and 90 of those who did 
cross were killed.

Oct. 27 - Many soldiers, 

L. Thomas Ryan, Jr.
Attorney At Law
2319 Market Place, Suite B
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 

Telephone Fax
(256) 533-1103 (256) 533-9711

ESTATE PLANNING, LIVING TRUSTS, 
WILLS, PROBATE

"No Representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the
quality of legal services performed by other lawyers."

wounded, were brought in last 
night from Decatur. There is 
heavy fighting going on still. Can­
non are distinctly heard, but we 
can learn nothing of how the 
battle goes. Eighty Confederate 
prisoners were brought in this 
evening, taken in the trenches. 
They would not permit citizens to 
talk with them. There are not 100 
Federal soldiers in Huntsville.

They have been moving their 
ammunition from the magazine 
today, and everything looks like 
they were preparing to leave. The 
price of goods has fallen consid­
erably. Went this evening to see 
Mrs. Hereford, Mrs. Davis, Mrs. 
Brickell and Mrs. Fackler. A sur­
geon waited upon the latter this 
morning to inform her that her 
house would probably be taken 
for the wounded.

Oct. 28 - Still fighting at 
Decatur. Went to the square this 
evening with Mrs. S telle to look 
at the new goods. Mr. Herrick 
gave Mary a beautiful dress. 
Every store in town is filled with 
beautiful goods. Nearly all the 
female portion of Huntsville 
were abroad this evening shop­
ping. The rush was caused by 
the new order which is to go into 
effect on Monday, that is, that 
no person can buy over $1

“Exposure to German for 
two years, but many words 

are inappropriate for 
business.”

Seen on local resume

CLOUD NINE
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Terese Stevens, LMT
Alabama License #992
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all of Madison County, East 
Limestone Cty. and Decatur

Xincoln
Center Antiques

1214 Meridian Street NE
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536-3117 Antiques, Fine 
Furniture, 

Books, Artwork 
and a large 
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worth without a permit, for which 
they pay 25 cents, and if over $ 10, 
they must take the oath.

Nov. 1 - Last evening, Mr. 
Herrick took tea with us. Owing 
to the scarcity of the times, had a 
very plain supper. A good cup of 
coffee, broiled ham and chipped 
beef, biscuits, batter cakes and 
light bread, canned fruit (peaches 
and cream) concluded that bill of 
fare. Eddie commenced clerking 
for Mr. H. a day or two ago. On 
Sunday evening, the Rebels came 
near town and burned the contra­
band camp. Mr. Tate Lowry's 
house is being occupied by 
negroes.

Nov. 4 - Just sent Sue two 
letters, one from myself and the 
other from Miss Robinson in 
Dixie. Sue has not been home 
now since she left two months 
ago, even though only five miles 
distant, all because Col. Horner 
will not get her a pass unless 
she takes the oath.

Nov. 5 - Jennie and I were 
busy at work this morning fin­
ishing up a new black and white 
alpaca dress when we were sur­
prised by the entrance of Sue. 
She seems overjoyed to get home 
again, is quit fat and rosy. She 

brought the children a quantity of 
persimmons, hickory nuts and 
popcorn. Went this evening to see 
Miss Tanny Moore, who has just 
come from across the river, to 
learn if she had lately seen my 
dear W.D. She had not seen him, 
but had learned that he was on 
his way to Whitesburg.

Nov. 7 - Made me a pair of 
black cloth gaiters today and 
sent them to the country to be 
sold. My first attempt in the 
shoemaking line. Little Mary 
told me today that she had a new 
Sunday school teacher and, 
upon asking her name, she re­
plied that she did not know, but 
it was the lady who went out­
doors so much without her 
bonnet and got sunburned.

Nov. 8 - Sent this morning 
in search of Tom (a servant). 
Found him at his wife's house. 
He looked surprised and embar­
rassed to see me, and said that 
the reason he had not been

“Wife who puts husband in 
doghouse, soon find him in 

cathouse.”

Old Chinese proverb

Smoking is addictive....
To your Taste Buds!

The Bradley Smoker makes 
many models from one that 

cooks over 50 lbs. of food, to a 
small portable one that you can 

take to the lake. The taste is 
unbelievably good!

HOME 8 HEARTH, INC
Since 1981

2611 University Drive 
Huntsville Al. 35816 
534-1715 - 534-8199

HALL BROTHERS MOVING
Huntsville’s Choice for Local & Long Distance Moving
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Delivery Dates 
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Free Estimates

Packaging & Crating 
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Load & Unload

u
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U Hall Brothers 
Jj Moving J 

«, Licensed a Insured ;] 

W All Types of V 
vBl Moving Johs ’jf—

539-5322
We Still Believe In Customer Service!
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round was because he had so 
much work to do elsewhere. He 
has evidently assumed his free­
dom. So farewell to our last 
servant. He consented to come 
up and go to mill, and Mrs. 
Parker kindly furnished me a 
horse. When he left, after bring­
ing the meal, I requested him to 
return as usual. He replied he 
would when he had time. I gave 
him some fine chewing tobacco, 
which seemed amply to satisfy 
him for his trouble. Sue re­
turned this evening. Today is the 
presidential election at the 
North.

Nov. 11 - The enemy hearing 
that some Confederate soldiers 
were at Mr. James Robinson's 
plantation, Col. Horner pro­
ceeded thither last evening, with 
a company of soldiers and the 
notorious Finch Britt as a 
guide. Surrounding the house, 
they demanded a surrender, tell­
ing them it was useless to re­
sist as they had 50 men. The 
reply was, "If you want us, come 
and take us." Finch Britt was 
stationed at a window, where he 
was immediately shot. Thus 
have the enemy lost a most valu­
able scout and the citizens of 
the countryside a most danger­
ous foe. Col. Horner narrowly 
escaped. He had one of his 
shoulder straps shot off. The 
Confeds, number not known,

Fancy Restaurant - 
one that serves cold soup 

on purpose. 

II InterSouth
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* 8215 Madison Blvd.
* Park West Center
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Visit us at www.intersouth-properties.com

made their escape, but Mr. 
Nugent, an innocent man occu­
pying the house with his family, 
was unfortunately killed. The 
next day, Col. Horner sent up a 
squad of men to lay the house 
in ashes, an inglorious revenge, 
we should say, for a Methodist 
preacher, for such is said to 
have been his vocation before 
the war.

Nov. 12-1 rose late with a ner­
vous headache. Mrs. Mayhew and 
Miss Hattie Figures brought their 
sewing and spent the morning 
with me. The college buildings are 
ordered to be vacated for a hos­
pital. Thus are five or six families 
and several young ladies from a 
distance from their homes turned 
out of doors upon a few hours' no-

SPRY FUNERAL
AND CREMATORY 

HOMES INC.
Family owned and operated 

since 1919 

(256) 536-6654
We now have the first phase of 

Valley View Cemetery 
□pen with 100 acres reserved for 

future development.

(256) 534-8361
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Huntsville by Jacque Gray Reeves 
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A Walk through Downtown (Book 
& Color CD) by Fred Simpson 
NEW PRICE $25.00

3. Life Along a Dirt Road: 
Memories, stories & lessons 
learned in the rural South by 
Pastor Harold Fanning $12.99

4. The Civil War Journal of 
Mary Jane Chadick; Huntsville 
during the Civil War, by Nancy Rohr 
$16.95

5. When Spirits Walk: Ghosts 
of Hazel Green, Dallas Mill & more 
by Jacque Gray $15.95

6. Why is it Named That? 250 
Place Names in Huntsville/Madison 
County (new edition with a 
few corrections) by Dex Nilsson 
$13.95

7. 52 Weekends in the Ten­
nessee Valley by Charles & Daniel 
Frew 24.95

8. Huntsville Sketchbook: full 
color paintings of the Huntsville area 
by the Botanical Garden $39.95

9. Life in the Skillet: Good Ole 
Days in Lick Skillet, Ala. by Pastor 
Harold Fanning $13.99

10. Through the Garden Gate: 
The Gardens of Historic Huntsville 
by Donna Castellano $30.00

Shaver's Books
Now located in Railroad

Station Antiques
315 Jefferson St. 

(Across from Railroad 
Station Roundhouse) 

shavers @ mindspring.com 

Mail orders add $2.50 per/book
Alabama residents add 8% tax 
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tice. Mrs. Wilson is sending most 
of the furniture out among her 
friends. A fine piano has just been 
brought here, as well as six poster 
chairs, a large hair-cloth arm­
chair, two fancy Gothic chairs and 
some pictures. Also the portraits 
of Bishop Andrews and Dr. Irwin. 
Went shopping this evening with 
Clara and bought a hoop skirt.

Nov. 20 - There was fighting 
yesterday at New Market between 
Russell's cavalry and the Yan­
kees. The railroad was also torn 
up so that the trains did not get 
in.

Nov. 23 - There is another 
excitement this evening, but how 
much foundation there is for it, 
we know not. It is thought that 
the enemy are evacuating here. 
They say that Hood's whole 
army is at Decatur, and Forrest in 
front of them.

Nov. 24 - The panic in­

creases. The enemy are actually 
taking their departure. The 
whole town is in commotion. The 
trade stores - many of them are 
closed - are packing their goods 
as rapidly as possible. Others are 
selling out as fast as they can at 
cost, and such another rush of 
men and women to furnish them­
selves with goods was truly never 
seen.

Jennie and I went on the 
square with the crowd, and I 
purchased calico and socks and 
other things in proportion. Went 
this evening to see Mrs. Davis and 
passed Corinna (a servant) 
having a wagon loaded for the 
depot. She goes to Nashville 
tonight.

The officer who has her in 
charge went to a Yankee lady at 
Mrs. Davis' today, and begged her 
to take Corinna under her charge, 
telling her that she was a very

Furniture
Factoiy
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why is there a light in 
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International Air
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256-880-6700 
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HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801
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smart servant, and that her mas­
ter was a tyrant and a colonel in 
the Confederate army, and had 
once taken her off South. Mrs. 
Davis advised the lady to have 
nothing to do with her, that her
master had always been a kind before leaving.
one and, although he had once 
taken her across the river, he had 
brought her back when she
wanted to come.

I went back and spoke to 
Corinna, and asked her where 
and why she was going. She said 
that it was to Nashville to avoid 
the Rebels. She was at first in­
clined to be important and impo­
lite, but when I talked kindly to 
her, she changed her tone and 
said that, if things had not gone 
so far, she would not have gone. 
I told her that I did not ask her 
to stay, but if she was ever in 
want or needed a home, she 
could come back, and that she 
should be kindly treated. She 
commenced crying and the Yan­
kees hurried her off.

A large proportion of Africa is 
collected at the depot tonight, 
awaiting transportation. The work

dalon (Bella
Audra Wilson

Melissa Steelman
Sue Kircher 

of evacuation is going on rapidly. 
Fires are burning in different 
quarters of the town where there 
have been camps, which makes 
quite an illumination. Many fear 
that they will set fire to the town

Went with Eddie after supper 
to Mr. Donnegan to ask him to loan 
me some money to make a few

1112 6th Avenue, SE 
Decatur, Al 35601 

(256)353-2503
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purchases in the morning. My re­
quest was kindly and readily 
granted. He is every inch a gentle­
man, and Mrs. Donnegan is 
equally a lady.

Nov. 25 - Had the misfortune 
to be very sick and unable to see
anybody, consequently missed the 
opportunity of making many 
cheap bargains at the stores, as

(succ iw) j.c. Vaughn

Guns & Preside"’
Tackle Shop, Inc

1650 Jordan Lane 
Huntsville, Al 35816 

(256) 830-0761

One of Huntsville’s 
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they are still selling out. Spent the 
day in great suffering from a vio­
lent sick headache, increased, 
doubtless, by the excitement.

Nov. 26 - Rose immediately 
after breakfast, notwithstanding 
my great weakness from 
yesterday's illness, and went on 
the square. Purchased shoes, 
calico, soda, pickles, oysters, 
knives and forks, plates, tum­
blers, and a hat and pants for 
W.D. They were burning the pa­
pers belonging to the provost 
marshal's office in the court­
house yard, and there was a 
great stir among the enemy 
generally.

It is said that Rebel cavalry are 
hovering in the neighborhood, 
and that seven negro soldiers 
were killed today near the house 
of Charley Strong. The enemy all 
expect to get away by morning. 
The soldiers threaten to burn the 
town, and there is a strong guard 
out to prevent it. Green Academy 
(the site of present day East 
Clinton school) is burning at this 
moment.

Many families in town are left 
without a single servant, all gone 
to the Yankees. The country all 
around the depot is perfectly 
black with them. Just one year 
ago today, the Federals occupied 
Huntsville from Brownsboro, 

where they had their camp.
Nov. 27 - Everything remained 

quiet during the night. The enemy 
have not all left, but are getting 
away as fast as they can. The rail­
road has been cut during the 
night, and they are marching out, 
followed by a long line of contra­
band with their plunder. 
Stragglers are going around town, 
taking all the horses they can find 
out of the stables.

Citizens, disloyal to the South, 
are also leaving in great haste on 
mules or anything that they can 
find to ride. Billy has been down 
to the depot to see if he can se­
cure some provisions at the 
hotel, as the proprietor has to rim. 
Eddie has just come in and says 
that some negroes just fired 
Donnegan's block, one of the fin­
est buildings in town, but the citi­
zens with the aid of the soldiers, 
succeeded in putting it out.

Two regiments are still in 
town, helping the refugees to 
leave. The railroad being torn up 
is a mistake. There was a colli-

Free Attorney Consultation for Bankruptcy
The Law Firm of

MITCHELL HOWIE
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Photocopy

Quality Reproductions 
Black & White & Color
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A duck’s quack doesn’t 
have an echo, and no one 

is able to explain why. 
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services performed by other lawyers.
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sion, but cannot learn any particulars. The supplies have 
arrived - half a barrel of pickled pork, dried beef, mack­
erel, half a barrel of rice, white beans, sweet potatoes, 
25 pounds of brown sugar, 20 pounds of coffee, four 
cans of soda, box of cigars. Dressed the children and 
started them for Sunday school, but they returned, there 
being none - too much excitement. It does not seem like 
the Sabbath.

9 o'clock. The last Yankee has gone and we are again 
free. They did not get off till dark, as the cavalry had to 
go with the train to guard it. Many apprehensions were 
felt by the citizens lest they should be detained overnight. 
Many of the common soldiers made threats of burning 
the town. They burned Governor Chapman's house 
today.

Nov. 28 - Russell's cavalry (Confederate) entered 
the town this morning. The Yankees sent back a train 
guarded by negro soldiers, from 75 to 100, to bring back 
the remaining contraband at the depot. A Confederate 
officer fired at them, and the shot was returned. He fired 
again several times, and called to his men to charge to 
the right and to the left, not having a single man at his 
command. The soldiers took to their heels toward the 
woods. The abandoned train and locomotive were sent 
to Decatur. Many females went upon the square to talk 
to our soldiers, but, for ourselves, we stayed at home.

Dec. 20 - W.D. has been in a constant run all day, 
trying to make arrangements for us to live this Winter. 
Has sold his gray horse this morning for $ 150 in gold to

L-Jl CA Io m e

‘FVwsHiwgs

Clayton Marcus 

Best Chau- 
Hickory Hill 

Jamison Bedding

2130 Meridian St. N
Huntsville, AL 35811

Phone: 534-4949

Hours:
Mon. - Fri. 9-6

Sat. 9-5

Look younger 
than your daughter!

NutriMinC" RE9
Skin Care System Used Daily 

The Results are Obvious...

Younger, Firmer Looking Skinl

Call today for a free sample 256 233-3440

Quality,
AR BONNE
i.\ ri;iL\.\Ti()x.\i.
Independent Consultant

PURE SWISS SKIN CARE 
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Nick Davis, in order to obtain the 
right kind of currency. I have 
scarcely got to speak with him to­
day. It is so long since we have had 
the pleasure of being together that 
I can hardly endure for him to get 
out of my sight.

0, horrors! We had just risen 
from a late dinner and he had 
started over to see Mrs. Bradford 
on some business when he came 
running back and, putting his 
head in at the door, said, "Jane, 
the Yankees are coming!" Telling 
me to take care of his saddle, he 
hurried away on foot. Such con­
sternation. terror and confirmed 
fear and confusion! It was sup­
posed that they were already com­
ing into town. Our attention was 
now turned to getting Eddie off 
and hiding the things they left be­
hind. In a few minutes, a servant 
came for W.D.'s saddle and blan­
ket, but not a rag of clothes did 
either take with them.

Dec. 21 - Just at daylight, the 
Yankees burst in upon the wak­
ing inhabitants. 0, their appear­
ance was more like imps from the 
bad world than like human be­
ings. They broke open stores, 
rifled private houses and cut up 
generally. At Mr. Jolley's, who has 
always been a good Union man, 
they took everything that they 
could lay their hands upon. 
Children's clothes, jewelry, hoop 
skirts, going into the rooms where

“Motivation is simple. You 
eliminate those who are not 

motivated.”

Lou Holtz, Arkansas coach 

C.T. Garvin Feed & Seed
Lawn & Garden Supplies

the young ladies were not yet out 
of bed. Billy went up town, and 
they took his hat off his head and 
ordered Mr. Donnegan to take off 
his boots, which he positively re­
fused to do, and they had to pass 
on.

When the Confederates were 
here, scarcely a pair of boots 
were to be found in the town for 
the benefit of our officers and 
soldiers, but it is a mortifying 
fact that, when the Federals 
broke open the stores, plenty of 
them were found, and two actu­
ally came here on their horses 
with several pairs, which they 
tried to sell at $5 per pair.

About 11 o'clock, three came 
here upon pretense of search­
ing the house for arms. They 
would not take my word for it 
that there were not any here. I 
then asked to see their order for 
such a proceeding. They had 

BUYING - SELLING - TRADING 
ESTATE APPRAISALS

Coin & Silver

Charles Cataldo, Jr. Owner 
Ph. (256) 536-0262 

912 Bob Wallace Ave.
Huntsville, Alabama

Some of the best tastin’ chicken anywhere!

none to show, and explained that 
they had no commissioned offic­
ers with them. This, however, had 
no effect upon them as they were 
determined to go through the 
house.

I was entirely alone and could 
not leave them even to go to the 
kitchen and send for a guard. I 
persisted in declining the search 
until one of them pushed by me, 
saying, "We must obey orders." I 
told them that I was no Union 
woman, but professed to be a lady, 
and trusted that I had gentlemen 
to deal with. The sergeant then 
assured me that nothing should 
be touched unless they found 
arms. They then went into my

“I’m not old - I’m 
chronologically gifted.”

Ron Melton, Arab 
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room and made right for the 
wardrobe. I told them to stand 
back and examine as I removed 
the things. Some bottles of wine 
immediately attracted their atten­
tion. After draining the only one 
that had anything in it, some cans 
of oysters and peaches next elic­
ited their attention. I begged 
them not to take them and, by 
giving them a can of peaches, 
drove them away from the 
wardrobe.

They next searched where I 
had put my silver and W.D.'s 
clothes, but, by keeping them 
back, adroitly managed to keep 
them from discovering either. 
Then they wished to examine my 
large trunk, saying that it "looked 
like it would hold the government."

I opened it, but the sergeant 
prevented them from touching 
anything. While they were search­
ing in Sue and Jennie's room, one 
of the scamps went back to my 
wardrobe and, helping himself to

Need Someone 
to talk to 

your Club? 

Long time Huntsville native 
and regular writer for Old Hunts­
ville, Johnny Johnston will be glad 
to speak before your group about 
Huntsville, the way it used to be. 
There is no charge.

He is a highly regarded 
speaker whose talks about 
Huntsville’s history are guaranteed 
to keep the audience enthralled.
Call Johnny Johnston 

(256) 656-9575

all my oysters and cans of fruit, 
made off with them, and the other 
two followed under pretense of re­
porting this man, but, doubtless, 
to assist him in enjoying the 
spoils, thus relinquishing the 
search for firearms, which was 
only an excuse for ransacking the 
house and stealing whatever they 
could lay their hands on.

These are truly terrible times. 
Alas! Alas! There is the railroad 
whistle. They have actually come 
back with all their infantry and 
cannon to occupy us. Our hearts 
sink within us.

“Dear God: Maybe Cain 
and Abel would not have 

killed each other if they had 
their own rooms. That’s 
what my Mom did for me 

and my brother.”

Kid’s note to God

Our Team Includes:

Brookshire Health Care 
Skilled Nursing Facility 

4320 Judith Lane
Huntsville AL 35805

(256) 837 1730
Fax (256) 430 3287

Committed to Compassion
Striving for Excellence

Serving Responsibly

Physicians, Nurses, Physical Therapist,
Occupational Therapist, Social Worker, Speech Therapist, 

Activities Director and Registered Dietician.

Short term rehabilitation, long term care, & complex medical care:
Whether the need is for short term rehabilitation, 

or whether you would like to make Brookshire Health Care Center 
a home for you or your loved one, 

we look forward to hearing from you.

Huntsville's Newest & Most 
Modern Facility

'Pc’HotmC. ietvice

Seuiwf <M {fmetcicei

M donial & Mti fudiciec 

'Zfonoiutq fiie-need tian^ei-l 
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Old Huntsville
Trivia

1810 - First Courts of Law established 
in Huntsville.

1813 - Andrew Jackson and Davy 
Crockett camped at the intersection of 
Lincoln and Holmes on the way to fight 
the battle of Horse Shoe Bend.

1850 - Population of Madison County 
has grown to 26,427.

1862 - Huntsville occupied by Yankee 
troops.

1865 - Remaining Confederate Troops 
surrender at Cold Springs atop Monte 
Sano. This marks the end of the Civil 
War for Huntsville.

1868 - A judge from Athens is shot 
when 1500 members of the Ku Klux Klan 
break up a meeting of former slaves and 
radical Republicans.

1883 - Frank James, the brother of 
Jesse James, is acquitted of robbing a 
federal payroll (no, the James brothers 
did not commit any robberies in 
Huntsville).

1892 - First long distance phone call 
made from Huntsville. The telephone 
directory had 32 names listed.

1893 - A circus elephant dies while 
performing here. Its remains were hitched 
to a double team of mules and dragged 
to an empty lot in the 500 block of East 
Clinton Avenue where it was buried.

1904 - Allen Hutchens dies in the first 
automobile accident to take place in 
Huntsville.

Pickett’s
Botanical Suppliers

Specializing in Boxwoods
(all sizes)

Serving Middle Tennessee 
& Northern Alabama

Donnie Pickett
(931)962-4570
(931)212-3598

Serving Fun Food and 
Great Spirits for the Best 

Customers in the World!

Behind the Red Caboose on 
Church Street

Phone 489-9300
Wide Screen TV

Private Conference Room
Food served inside and on the patio 

Available for holiday parties

Huge Menu of Fun Foods prepared 
by our own chef. 

Including:

Steak Philly
Catfish Fillet
Chicken Cordon Bleu 
Monte Sano Chicken 
Fajitas
Cheese Sticks
Fried Zucchini 
Quesadias
Chicken Philly
Classic Club
Filet Mignon

Pork Chop Nuggets 
Fried Mushrooms 
Jalapeno Poppers 
Chicken Fries
Corn Nuggets
Fried Squash
Sauteed Shrimp
Fried Green Tomatoes 
Fried Okra
Bourbon Glazed Salmon 
Loaded Potato Skins 
Battered French Fries

Live music on the "Depot Patio"
Featuring Rudy Mockabee every 

Tuesday night 
Live music on the patio every 

Friday and Saturday
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Why is it 
Named That?

by Dex Nilson

Paul Bolden Military Museum

This building just off Airport 
Road houses the Veterans Memo­
rial Museum, operated by the 
nonprofit Alabama Center of 
Military History. There are dis­
plays and memorabilia dating 
back to the Revolutionary War, 
but the emphasis is on World 
War I and subsequent conflicts. 
There are special displays per­
taining to North Alabama resi­
dents who served in the mili­
tary. The building is named for 
one of the county's two World 
War II Congressional Medal of 
Honor winners, Staff (later Mas­
ter) Sergeant Paul L. Bolden. 
The other is 1st Lt., (later Col.), 
Cecil H. Bolton.

In Belgium in 1944, Bolden's 
company was in an assault on 
a German house used as a 
strong point, but was pinned 
down by small arms fire. 
Bolden and a comrade charged 
through the fire, and Bolden 
threw in grenades, then entered 
the house, surprising 35 Nazi 
SS troops. With his submachine 
gun, Bolden killed 20 of them 
before he was hit - in the shoul­
der, chest, and stomach. He left 
the house only to find his com­
rade killed. He waited outside 
for the Nazis to surrender. When 
none came out, he re-entered 
and shot the remaining 15, thus 
insuring the success of his 
company's mission. Bolden's 
citation reads, "for conspicuous 
gallantry and intrepidy in action 
at the risk of life and beyond 
the call of duty." He was also a 
recipient of a Silver Star, four 
Bronze Stars, two Purple 
Hearts, and Belgian Croix de 
Guerre with Palm. He was one 
of the most decorated soldiers 

of the war.
Bolden was born at Hobbs 

Island and grew up on his 
father's farm near Madison. He 
enlisted at Huntsville in Novem­
ber 1942 and served until July 
1945. After the war, Bolden 
worked at Redstone Arsenal and 
lived on a farm near Ardmore, 
Tennessee. He and his wife Vio­
let raised four sons and three 
daughters. Bolden died in 1979.

The book “Why is it named 
that?”, containing stories behind the 
names of 250 places in Huntsville 
and Madison County may be 
purchased at Shaver’s Books, 
located in the Railroad Station 
Antique Mall
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Experience, Professionalism 
and Excellence to each of our 

customers

Alpha Estate Sales & Appraisals
Check our website for information on upcoming auctions. 

Downsizing - Moving - Estate Liquidation -We Sell it All!
We sort, price, mark and sell all your items for you. We're there with 

you day of the sale. Sales include homes, furniture, jewelry

Bob Baker, H.S.C.A., 
Owner
Gary Lee Knight,
Sales Manager
Visit our website for 

upcoming sales

www.alphaestatesales.corr

Old Time 
Superstitions

- You should always carry an 
acorn in your pocket, to bring 
you luck and ensure a long life.

- Ivy growing on your home 
will protect you from witchcraft 
and evil.

- If your nose itches, you will 
soon be kissed by a fool.

- It is bad luck to close a 
pocket knife unless you are the 
one who opened it.

- If your lover gives you the 
gift of a knife, it means the 
relationship will soon end.

Al\ o’

http://www.alphaestatesales.corr
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VOTE
Glenn Watson

County Commissioner
District 2

“When lam elected, roads and schools 
will be two of my main priorities. With your help 

we can make a dijference. ”

Paid for by friends of Glenn Watson



A Living 
Legend

by Malcom Miller

On September 15 a group of 
old musicians gathered at the 
Madison Manor nursing home 
to honor Monte Sano Crowder 
on his ninety third birthday. The 
group included many well 
known musicians including 
R.D.McBride, Willard Whitaker, 
Don Uptain, Rudy Strickland, 
Bill Jackson and many more 
including this writer.

Monte Sano Crowder was 
born on September 16, 1914, 
on Monte Sano Mountain; need­
less to say that's how he got his 
name. At an early age Monte and 
his brothers Leon and Arley R 
started playing music. All were 
accomplished musicians but none 
of the others followed it to the ex­
tent that Monte did. I would ven­
ture to say that he played longer 
in one location and made more 
money doing it than any other 
musician of any type in Huntsville 

history.
Any one who has lived in 

Huntsville and surrounding ar­
eas since the forties and fifties 
can remember the Snuff Dippers 
Ball, originally called the Ten­
nessee Valley barn dance. For 
thirty some odd years the Ball 
was Monte Crowder's domain. 
It was held in the labor temple 
union hall on Jefferson Street 
above the Grand theatre and 
Panther lounge (where the Heri­
tage Club parking lot is now, on 
Jefferson). There wasn't a whole 
lot to do for entertainment in 

RENT for the ELDERLY, DISABLED and/or 
HANDICAPPED based on INCOME

(Section 8)

First Seventh-Day Adventist Towers 
*Stove *Refrigerator *Carpet *Drapes *Smoke Detectors 

*Emergency call system *HVAC *Laundry *Utilities Included

3409 Verona Avenue 
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 

(256) 852-5402 Monday - Friday

those days and after a hard weeks 
work in a cotton mill or a cotton 
patch folks just naturally needed 
to unwind, and unwind they did.

I will never forget the first time 
I slipped into the Ball at age six­
teen. I had never seen the likes of 
it in my life. The place was packed 
to the brim with swinging, sweat­
ing humanity, there were cuspi­
dors all around and some of the 
dancers aim wasn't too good, but 
this made the dancers glide 
across the floor more smoothly. I 
still recall many of the original 
musicians in the band, there was 

£lttorneij 31 Xinv

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury
* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A Job - It’s Our Mission”

920 Merchants Walk
Suite B
Huntsville, Al

(256) 534-4502 Office
(256) 534-4503 Fax

(256) 233-3328 (Athens)

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed 
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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Grady Gentle, Buster Holloway, 
Charlie Hanes, Gene Jennings, 
Joe Sharp, and of course Monte 
leading the band playing the 
fiddle as only he could. Monte 
not only played at the ball, he ap­
peared at local theatres and 
schools through out the Tennes­
see valley. He also had a radio 
show at one time called Crowder's 
Corn Crib.

Most all of this happened 
before televisions, computers, 
cell phones, microwave ovens 
and many of the things we think 
we can't do without today.

I am truly glad that I have 
been able to live in Huntsville 
and Madison County from the 
depression era till today. I have 
seen many things and known

“Thank you for your 
consideration. Hope to hear 

from you shorty!”

Seen on employment cover letter 

many people but I dare say none 
were more interesting than Monte 
Sano Crowder and the Snuff 
Dippers Ball.

The Naked 
Truth
from 1911 newspaper

Seven people - three men 
and four women - were 
arrested and placed in jail here 
by Deputy Sheriffs Pierce and 
Robinson on charges of 
enjoying the charms of the Big 
Spring while unclothed in 
their natural attire.

A mad scramble ensued 
as several of the town's gentry 
rushed forward to volunteer 
their efforts in the arrest of the 
comely lasses. The parties are 
members of a naturalist 
society.

| R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC. I

RGN
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

General Contractors 
Residential & Commercial 

Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

"A Contractor You Can 
Trust”

533-9016
Woody 

‘flnd^rson 
Ford

On thg eorngr oj 
Jordan Lang & 

Sparkman ©rivg

Yes, our trucks come 
with a rearview mirror.

256-539-9441
WvA«?.vtoody and^rsonford. com

No, we haven't used
it in 30 years. BUILT

TOUGH



Old Huntsville Page 20

Heard On 
The Street

by Cathey Carney

Many of you recognized that 
handsome boy in the September 
Photo of the Month as Malcolm 
Miller. However only one can be 
the first correct caller, and that 
person was William Mitchell who 
worked with Malcolm at Geneseo 
in 1948 and has known him for 
59 years! William has been re­
tired now for 17 years, loves fish­
ing and just living life with sweet 
wife of 60 years, Iva.

Burritt on the Mountain is a 
very romantic spot, and many 
couples love to marry there. Such 
was the case with Ashley 
Moorefield (parents are Alfred 
and Deborah Moorefield) and 
Justin Cassidy, who exchanged 
vows in early September. Justin’s 
parents are James & Pamela 
Cassidy. Justin’s proud aunt is 
Dale Cassidy.

Jane Roberts, wife of Roscoe 
Roberts, worked tirelessly at the 
Huntsville-Madison County Pub­
lic Library. A special program was 
held in September to honor her 
life, and to dedicate the new Jane 
Grote Roberts Auditorium of the 
library. She will always be re­
membered for her tremendous 
contributions to the library, and 
the love she always showed to her

ENFINGER 
STEELE 

DEVELOPMENT

Heritage Plantation • Heritage Provence 
Heritage Station • Mt. Carmel by the River 

The Bridges on the River

ultimate community...

^reating the very best communities...

Adams Alley • Clift’s Cove • Hampton Falls Apartment Community

family.
Trade Day was held this year 

again in early September, and
many people enjoyed the arts, 
crafts, food and entertainment 
held round the square. It was 
great to see Elizabeth Wright, 
who currently lives in Alaska, who 
was visiting her sister Linda 
Denton, who lives here.

Happy Birthday SAM KEITH!
Don’t miss the 2007 event at 

the Von Braun Civic Center North 
Hall on Nov. 10 to honor the new 
inductees for the Military 
Heritage Commission Hall of 
Heroes.

I had the opportunity to meet 
a really great endodontist recently. 
Many people know Schuyler 
Hunter, who has done thousands 
of root canals over the years. I 
have to say I was dreading it, but 
it turned out to be one of the most 
pleasant experiences I have had.
His sweet wife Martha works in 
the office as well, and it was great 
meeting both of them.

That sweet smiling face you 

see when you have bank busi­
ness at Colonial Bank on 
Church street belongs to Jen­
nifer Dugan. She just married 
Ted Parmenter and they had a 
wonderful honeymoon cruise in 
the Gulf of Mexico. Congratu­
lations to both of you!

Babs Roper was a legend in 
Huntsville, an extraordinary busi­
ness woman (Roper's Flowers) 
and her death recently saddened 
many in Huntsville. We send our 
deepest condolences to Randy 
Roper and her many friends and 
family.

The luxury condo’s at 301 
East Holmes are really worth see­
ing - beautiful. Recently they were 
featured as the 2007 Decorator 
Showhouses by the Women’s 
Guild of the Huntsville Museum 
of Art. This preview goes through 
Oct 7.

We met an interesting couple 
recently who are very involved 
with the Dallas/Lincoln Village 
District and actually are resi­
dents of Dallas Village - Court &

The first person to correctly 
identify the youngster below wins a 
1 -year complimentary subscription 
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502

Hint: This young boy has 
been standing behind a chair for 
over 40 years!
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Mandy Heller are very inter­
ested in preserving the homes 
in that area.

We were so sad when 
Margaret Tucker, of Hurricane 
Creek, died recently. She will be 
missed by her family and many 
friends. She was the best.

October marks the 100th an­
niversary of the Latham/Farley 
Methodist Church here in 
Huntsville. Oct. 14 with a celebra­
tion - Congratulations!

Happy 28th Anniversary to 
Ron and Barb Eyestone - that’s 
alot of togetherness!

John Rader recently had 
aortic valve replacement and is 
doing well - he’s got good care 
with sweet wife Phyllis and 
daughter Renay Nunn, and 
Renay’s husband David Nunn. 
We love you John!

A special Hello to a really nice 
guy we met recently, Deputy 
Joseph Rice. We are very proud 
of you!

Recently while having dinner 
at Mason’s downtown, we met a 
very handsome firefighter. Stan 
Miller works out of the Madison 
firestation for many years. We 
are really proud of him, and so 
is his wife, Elise!

Peter Joffrion. our City attor­
ney, went into his garage one 
night and was bitten twice by a 
copperhead snake hiding on a 
shelf. We’re very happy that he is 
doing fine, and want to warn our 
readers to be VERY careful when 
reaching for something in the 
dark, as snakes are very active 
this time of year.

Lisa White is having a birth­
day this month, October, so 
Happy Birthday to you Lisa!

Another October birthday is 
Diane Owens, who looks 
younger each year! I need to 
know how she does that! Prob­
ably genes - her sweet mom Lola 
Stutts-Braxton lives in the 
Shoals and is gorgeous too!

Happy Anniversary to my 
sweetie Tom! We married in 
1989 in Edinburgh, Scotland and 

it was SO romantic!
It was really good to meet 

Sammie Dickson, who works 
with Seriesse Intern. & European 
Boutique. She is married to 
David, and her daughter Penny 
Mayhall is having a birthday in 
October. Penny’s daughter, and 
Sammie’s granddaughter Carrie 
Mayhall, turns 15 in October!

We have famous newcomers to 
our city, as well as many who were 
affected by BRAC. WELCOME all 
of you to HUNTSVILLE and please 
take the time to walk around the 
historic areas, they’re just beauti­
ful this time of year. You're going 
to love Huntsville and her people!

Welcome back to Chuck & 
Annelie Owens, and Ken & Diane 
Owens who just returned from a 
week to Washington, DC! It was 
made even more special because 
Congressman Bud Cramer wel­
comed them to the Capital, and 
Peggy Fields gave them an incred­
ible tour that they’ll never forget. 
Bud & Peggy are the best.

Annetta Martinson, a young 
93, wants to send her love to 
grandson Pat Martinson, Jr. and 
his pretty wife Kassey on their first 
wedding anniversary. Pat 
Martinson, Sr. is the proud Dad!

The Alabama Trust for His­
toric Preservation recently pre­
sented awards to those who work 
to preserve our historic treasures. 
Two of the recipients were the

Louie Tippett, Owned & Operated

Specializing in: Carpet, Drapery & Upholstery, Oriental 
Rugs, Mini-Blinds, Removal of Unwanted Odors

With a deep bow of respect 
to its history, we proudly present 
Merrimack Hall Performing Arts 
Center, Huntsville's premiere 
performing arts facility. Join us 
for one of our exciting events, 
workshops and performances, 
and visit us online for a complete 
listing of our programs and 
services.

And don't miss the perfor­
mance of:

'Menopause the Musical’ 
Now through Oct. 21, 2007, 
with 7 show times each week!

Tickets are available online, 
by phone or at our Box Office.

www. merrimackhall .com 
www.myspace.com/merrimackhall 

256-534-6455
3320 Triana Boulevard 
Huntsville, Al 35805

Historic Lowry House, owned 
by Jane & Louie Tippett, and 
Merrimack Hall, owned by Alan 
& Debra Jenkins. We are so 
PROUD of you!

Cooler at LAST! Enjoy this 
great weather!

UNITED 
FIRE & WATER

DAMAGE
RESTORATION

UNITED CLEANING 
SERVICE

533-7163
209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville

http://www.myspace.com/merrimackhall
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RECIPES

apians
Jalapeno Ch eese Hack os

2 T. vegetable oil
3 8” flour tortillas, cut into 

6 wedges
1 1/2 c. grated Monterey 

Jack cheese with jalapeno 
peppers

With a pastry brush, lightly 
coat both sides of each tortilla 
wedge with oil. Place on cookie 
sheets and broil on both sides 
til lightly golden. (These can be 
stored for up to 3 days).

When ready to serve, ar­
range wedges on cookie sheet 
and lightly sprinkle the grated 
cheese and garlic powder. Broil 
just til melted. Serve with sliced 
Jalapeno peppers (bottled).

Ta ma pi Al monds

3 T. tamari soy sauce 
1 1/2 T. vegetable oil 
1/21. cayenne pepper

3/41. salt
4 c. whole, unblanched 

almonds
Combine the tamari, oil, cay­

enne and salt in a large bowl. Stir 
in the almonds and coat well, let 
sit for an hour, stirring often.

Preheat oven to 300 degrees. 
With a slotted spoon, remove al­
monds from the bowl and spread 
in a baking sheet in single layer, 
discard remaining marinade. 
Bake for 20 minutes, stirring 
every 5 minutes. When done, 
spoon almonds into another bak­
ing sheet and let them cool com­
pletely. Store in airtight container, 
or can be frozen.

Spicy Mixed Huts

2 T. unsalted butter
11. chili powder
11. ground cumin
1/21. paprika
1/2 t. cayenne pepper

11. salt
1 c. almonds
1 c. walnuts
1 c. dry roasted cashews
1 c. pecans
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

Melt butter in a large skillet over 
medium heat, add spices and 
cook 30 seconds. Stir in nuts and 
toss to coat well. Cook 2 minutes, 
spread nuts in one layer on a bak­
ing sheet. Bake for 10 minutes. 
Remove from oven and cool 
completely. Store in tin or jar for 
2 weeks or freeze for several 
months.

1 c. lentils, rinsed
5 c. water
1 bay leaf
1 celery rib, diced
1 carrot, minced
1/2 c. red onion, diced
2 T. fresh parsley, minced

EVERY 
MONDAY 
IS FAMILY 

NIGHT!
Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner. 
Featuring a full menu and the best 

country breakfast in town!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our 
new kid’s menu with each paid adult entree. 

Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast 

8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

Every Monday night Kids Eat Free!

rs xx. fjg: < qp < YOUR HOSTS: THE SWORDS & HAMPTONS
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1/4 c. olive oil
2 T. fresh lemon juice
2 galic cloves, minced 
1/41. dried thyme 
1/2 t. ground cumin 
1/2 t. cayenne
Salt & black pepper to taste
In a medium saucepan com­

bine lentils, water and bay leaf. 
Bring to boil and cook uncovered 
for 15 minutes, stirring occasion­
ally. Pour into a colander and dis­
card bay leaf. Drain lentils well, 
let them sit 5 minutes or so.

Place lentils in serving bowl 
and stir in the celery, carrot, 
onion and parsley. Mix together 
the olive oil, lemon juice, garlic, 
thyme, cumin, cayenne, salt and 
pepper and pour this onto the 
lentil mixture. Toss carefully and 
serve at room temps.

Spicy Blue Cheese 

Vinaigrette

2 T. red wine vinegar
1 T. Dijon mustard
2 garlic cloves, minced
Salt to taste
Freshly ground black pepper
Pinch sugar
6 T. olive oil
1/2 c.crumbled blue cheese
In a small bowl, thoroughly 

beat together the first 6 ingredi­

Taylor Produce
Located in the Madison County Farmers Market
Taylor’s Harvest Festival on Sat., Oct. 20!

Games, prizes, free popcorn & candy, live witch and costumed 
characters. Come play with us!

Sorghum, fall decorations, pumpkins, apples, greens, country ham, 
gords, squash, sweetpotatoes

(256) 539-9257 Hours 8-6 Mon-Sat
1022 Cook Ave. Huntsville Sun 8-5

Proudly owned & operated by Tooter Taylor’s daughters & 
grandchildren! We’re keeping the tradition alive!

Delicious Local Honey from Bobby Fanning

ents. Slowly beat in the olive oil, 
then stir in the blue cheese. Chill. 
Toss with salad just before serv­
ing. This will keep in the fridge 
for up to 4 days.

Cold Oriental IS oodles 

with Peanut Sauce

1 lb. spaghettini, cooked al 
dente, drained & rinsed

4 T. roasted sesame oil
With your hands, place 

spaghettini in large bowl and mix 
with 2 tablespoons of the oil. 
Cover & chill up to 24 hours.

Sauce:
1/2 c. natural peanut butter 
1/3 c. soy sauce
3 T. Chinese rice wine or 

Sherry
1 T. water
1 1/2 T. rice vinegar
1 T. vegetable oil
1 T. packed light brown sugar 
3 garlic cloves, minced
21. fresh ginger, minced 
1/2 t. crushed red pepper, or 

more to taste
Combine remaining 2 table­

spoons sesame oil with all these 
ingredients and beat til mixed, set 
aside. Thinly slice 4 scallions & 
one cucumber, add to pasta at 
serving. Pour sauce over all and 
serve. Delicious and spicy!

Workshops starting in October 

THE For Ages 
I \\l \

AGENCY 536-5200

Professional Academy of
Modeling & Acting

708 Andrew Jackson Way - Huntsville, Al 35801

Po
Restaurant With

The Trains!

975-E Airport Road

883-7656
Country Cooking 

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm 

Closed Sundays
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Treasure 
Under the 
Courthouse 
Square?

by Pat Carpenter

We've all heard the story of 
the daring Huntsville bank rob­
bery by none other than the in­
famous Jesse James. How he 
robbed the bank atop the cliff 
at the Big Spring in downtown 
Huntsville, then, in order to suc­
cessfully make his getaway, how 
he spurred his horse over the cliff 
and into the great spring itself! 
Truly, a story worthy of the leg­
end of Jesse James. The only 
problem with this tale is that it 
never happened. Now, it's true 
that Jesse's brother Frank was 
tried and acquitted in Huntsville 
in 1884 for an earlier Muscle 
Shoals robbery, but from all his­
torical accounts, Jesse never set 
foot in the lovely Tennessee Valley 
town of Huntsville, Alabama.

Well, there's another tale 
(tall?) of robbery and daring that 
too was set in Huntsville. Yet 
there's been no mystical legend 
built up around it and hardly 
anyone remembers or knows 
anything about it.

It was the spring of 1966, April 

to be exact. Huntsville was no
longer a sleepy Southern town, but 
it was still a fairly small city of, 
say 50,000 people. The Space In­
dustry in Huntsville was a little 
more than three years away from 
its greatest glory; when Neil 
Armstrong and company would 

blast to the moon aboard
Huntsville's own version of home 
cooking, the most powerful rocket 
ever made, the Saturn V. It was 
also a time when the old Madison 
County Courthouse was being 
torn down to be replaced by a new 
modem facility that the architects

A Smoke-Free Facility!
< Snack Bar

< Cosmic Birthday Parties 
% Group Rates * Pro Shop 

% Bowling Instruction Available
Don't forget to mention this ad to get 

your Senior Discount (55+)

Voted #1
Bowling Center In Huntsville

% Youth & Seniors Programs

2404 LEEMAN FERRY ROAD SW



said would be the envy of every 
other city in the land. In addition, 
a new Mall had just been con­
structed in an old pasture at Uni­
versity Drive and Memorial Park­
way. For many years this pasture 
had been a favorite place for kids 
to go rabbit hunting. Now, it would 
be a favorite place to go "hang 
out."

This modern mall would be a 
boon to Huntsville and North Ala­
bama for years to come. Its two 
anchor stores, Loveman's and J.C. 
Penney's, brought patrons in by 
the thousands daily. Business 
was good for the retailers 
and the citizens were so 
happy to have this wonder­
ful place to come and shop.

It was also, apparently, 
a place someone else was 
very happy to have around: 
A professional safe cracker!

In the late night hours 
of Sunday, April 10, 1966 
burglars chopped a hole in 
the roof of Penney's. Drop­
ping 20 feet to the floor of 
the room housing the heat­
ing and cooling equipment, 
the burglars then broke 
through a wooden door 
leading to the accounting 
department. The intruders 
then went to the main floor 
of the store and availed 
themselves of a J.C. Penney 
brand electric drill, sledge­
hammer and other fine 
Penney tools which they 
used to open a large vault.

The desperados must 
have cased the joint well 
because they next entered 
a small second-floor em­
ployee dining room and 
chopped a hole through a 
wall, directly into the room 
containing the vault. Using 
their own cutting torch, the 
burglars burned a foot 
square hole in the bottom 
right corner of the vault 
door. The thieves took their 
cutting torch with them but 

left the other tools behind. Hunts­
ville Police dusted for fingerprints 
Monday morning, but it looked 
like the bandits wore gloves and 
left no trace of their identity.

A second, smaller safe was left 
intact inside the larger vault. Po­
lice said it contained only a few 
hundred dollars of office money.

In estimating the loss, a store 
official said the vault contained 
about $20,000 in cash and 
$20,000 in checks and credit pur­
chases. The scoundrels took only 
the cash in the main vault and left 

* CHOPHOUSE- HUMPHREY’S• SAZIO

Eat to Live?
■ ■ I II

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
256-704-5555

www.washingtonsquaregroup.net

» CHOPHOUSE-HUMPHREY’S-SAZIO «

iI
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the checks and credit purchases 
scattered about the office and hall­
way.

Pointing out that the burglars 
were highly professional, detec­
tives said that upon entering the 
store, they went immediately to 
the door through which they even­
tually escaped and cut off a heavy 
padlock in order to insure an 
emergency exit if they were discov­
ered.

Huntsville police worked dili­
gently on the case for many 
months but no new evidence or

http://www.washingtonsquaregroup.net
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leads were ever discovered. The 
daring burglary was destined to 
go down in history as unsolved 
and the perpetrators anonymous 
masters of their craft - textbook 
professionalism at its insidious 
best....

It was a little over fours years 
later and a curious tale began to 
make the rounds in North Ala­
bama.

It was June, 1970 and an Ath- 
ens, Alabama man was in 
Westminister, Maryland. He asked 
the local police where he could 
find a room to bed down. They 
sent him to the local Rescue Mis­
sion where he stayed for two days. 
While there he met an ex-convict 
who had done time in the Mary­
land State Penitentiary.

This ex-convict, upon hearing 
the man was from North Ala­
bama, told him that he had met 
another convict in the Maryland 
State Pen who was, "one of the 
best safe men in Alabama." This 
"safe man" told the ex-con that he 
had burglarized "either a Penney's 
or Loveman's store" several years 
earlier in Huntsville.

After he had cracked the safe, 
the man took his share, which he 
said was $ 12,000 and hid it in the 
construction site of the Madison 
County Courthouse.

When he went back to get his 
money a couple of days later, con­
crete had been poured over the 
place where it was hidden and he 
was never able to recover it.

The safe man supposedly had 
two accomplices.

The Maryland ex-con did not 
know the date of the burglary but 
Huntsville Police records show 
that Penney's in The Mall was bro­
ken into the weekend of Easter, 
April 10,1966, after the store had 
closed at 10:15 p.m.

Huntsville Police Department 
detectives, informed of this curi­
ous tale, were, of course, unable 
to confirm the whereabouts of the 
money, but did note that the story 
fit with the known facts of the 
case.

Pictures of 
the various 
stages of the con­
struction in the 
corridors of the 
courthouse show 
that at the time 
of the break-in 
the cement col­
umns around 
the ground floor 
of the building 
were being 
poured.

Is this story 
true? No one can 
be sure, but it 
does seem highly 
possible. We'll 
probably never 
find out, at least 
that is until the 
time comes 
when a new 
courthouse is 
needed.

Then, who 
knows, maybe 
the successful 

bidder for new construction will 
discover an extra $12,000 trea­
sure hidden in the bowels of the 
courthouse square.

Our eyes are always 
the same size from birth, 

but our nose and ears 
never stop growing.

Serving hearty German fare 
in Huntsville Since 1972.

Star Marketand Pharmacy
Best Quality Meat in Town!

Your Friendly Neighborhood 
Pharmacy & Grocery Store 

Located In Historic Five Points 
702 Pratt Ave. 534-4509

Mb
-- mSaTARt gb‘“
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Oil Discovered
in West Huntsville

from 1923 newspaper

The news that the deep oil well in West Huntsville 
will again be probed was received as an assured fact at 
the office of the newspaper today. The committee in 
charge of the work, who have for the past two weeks 
been active in securing one hundred names, reported 
this morning that the subscription list has been over­
filled and that a meeting is called for next Thursday.

Selection of officers is next. The sound of the oil 
man’s drill will soon be heard again in West Huntsville 
and this time we all hope it will bring home a gusher. If 
it does, there will be a new crop of rich people in Hunts­
ville.

Already the local hotels are crowded with speculators 
from northern states who are actively pursuing land leases. 
Some properties, which were selling for thirty dollars an 
acre a year ago, are now rumored to be on the block for 
more than a hundred.

If the wells play out, Huntsville may soon have a sky 
line decorated with oil derricks instead of cotton mill 
chimneys.

Chefs Table
Tapas
Serving a Variety of Dishes 

from around the World

Shrimp Venetian, 100% Lump Crab Cakes, 
Mango Glazed Scallops, Steamed Mussels 
Marinated Flank, Lamb Racks, Stuffed Quail 

Portabella Mushrooms, Bruschetta, Tortellini, 
Angel Hair Pasta, Fondue 
Signature Crayfish Bisque 

Basil-Balsamic Green Salad 
Homemade Desserts

Full Bar, Cozy Dining - Open Chef Kitchen

Watch us while we cook for you!

Come join us at 2030 Cecil Ashburn Dr., 
in Jones Valley Station (just east of 

Bailey Cove)
Hours

Lunch: Tue-Fri 11-2 
Dinner Tue-Thur 5-9 Fri-Sat 5-10 

Reservations Accepted

2030 Cecil Ashburn Dr. 
in Jones Valley Station

seri<s>^
INTERNATIONAL

Consultant - Sammie Dickson - 656-8991

Essence of Nature . . .

Enriched with Vitamins ...

Engineered by Science.

Seriesse Solutions for the skin you’re in 
Targeted Skin Care with NVesse-24

The Village of Whitesburg 
4800 Whitesburg Dr. #39 

Huntsville Al 35802 
(256)880-0322
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Huntsville Heros
He was a Confederate hero. Born in Huntsville, 

Alabama, Henry Bolden served in many theaters of 
the war and saw action in the battle of Nashville. 
When the Union troops began to overrun his posi­
tion in bloody hand-to-hand fighting, Bolden, who 
did not have a gun. picked up a stick and began 
swinging it furiously.

When the battle was over, five dead Yankee sol­
diers lay sprawled about his feet. Later when asked 
how he did it, his only reply was, “I knocked them in 
the head.”

Henry Bolden was a black man.
Although few people realize it, there were a num­

ber of black Confederate veterans in Madison County. 
These men, all of whom were valued and respected 
citizens, earned a unique place in Huntsville history.

Essex Lewis, one of the best known and highly 
respected of these veterans, went to war with his
master. Colonel Nick Lewis, and saw action in Vir­
ginia, Tennessee, Alabama and Georgia.

After the war he returned to Huntsville, where 
he worked as a farmer and as a janitor at the post 
office. Lewis was “a loyal member” of the Egbert 
Jones Camp of Confederate veterans here in 
Huntsville. In 1910 he was chosen to represent 
the Huntsville camp at a Confederate reunion in 
Richmond, Virginia. When Lewis died at the age of 
106, his funeral was attended by an honor guard 
consisting of ex-Confederate soldiers.

Another Huntsville black who saw service in 
the Civil War was Matt Gray. 
“Uncle Matt,” as he was known, 
always wore an old gray uniform 
with the bronze “medal of the 
Confederacy” pinned to his lapel. 
He also was a member of the 
Confederate veterans organiza­
tion here in Huntsville and had 
the distinction of a “special” chair 
being reserved for him at the 
monthly meetings. According to 
newspaper accounts of the day, 

Subscribe To

716 East Clinton Avenue
Huntsville, Alabama, 35801

w
S20.00 per year

the only meetings he ever missed were when he 
was sick.

At his death, the Huntsville newspaper ended 
his obituary with, “Now Uncle Matt has gone him­
self to aid with the Rebel Yell.”

Shooting Affray in 
Cocaine Alley

from 1920 newspaper

Shuberta Conley, a woman living in what 
is known as Cocaine Alley, back of the rail­
road on Meridian Street, got into an alterca­
tion with another woman of the same neigh­
borhood and resorted to gun practice on the 
other woman, who was quite badly injured. 
Shuberta is now in jail awaiting the outcome 
with solidarity and her hearing will come 
about soon.

MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT 
Insurance

Qualified non smoker - starting at:
Female $80.92/month Male $93.01/month

Ben Roberts (256)318-6366

Doug Petty (256) 694-3684
MimidL^OnaHd

7600 Highway 72W, Suite 103, Madison, Al. 35758

Banquet Rooms available - Small (30 people) and Large (50 people)

$1.99 Margharitas all day - all week 
Happy Hour from 3 to 7.

* Ask about our nightly specials * 

Saturday A Sunday Brunch 10:45am - 3:pm 
with complimentary Glass of Champagne 

Reservations required

Kids eat FREE every Sunday ALL DAY 
(1 child per Adult Entree)

5100 Sanderson Rd. - (256) 837-8282 
Corner of Wynn br. A University
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Court News 
from 1883

This Court adjourned last 
Friday after disposing of many 
cases. Amongst them are the 
following: Carrying concealed 
pistol: Wm. E. Hill, fined $50, 
with costs. Sentenced to hard 
labor for county 8 months, 15 
days.

In the following cases, de­
fendants entered plea of guilty, 
were fined $50 with costs, 
which were paid or secured: 
Shed Williams, Lee Robinson, 
Sam Lumpkin, Darby Beadle.

Gaming: Joe Poteet, verdict 
of guilty, appeal to the Supreme 
Court, John Gardner, verdict of 
guilty, fine $50 with costs, sen­
tenced to hard labor 8 mos., 
20 days.

Assault with stick: Allen 
Gardner plea of guilty, $20 and 
costs secured.

Plate Lunch Special 11:00am • 130pm

DEE’S DINER
1 Meat, 3 Vegetables or 2 Vegetables and Dessert 

(Includes Drink & Tax) 

2007-C N.Memorial Pkwy •851-0603 
To Go Orders Welcome (We are a smoking establishment)

Assault and Battery: Robert 
Brandon, plea of guilty, $20 and 
costs secured.

Petit Larceny: Wm. Smith, 
guilty, fined $20 with costs, sen­
tenced 8 mos., 10 days. Moses 
Clay, plea of guilty, $20 and 
costs paid.

There were six cases of vari­
ous sorts against James Reid, 
white. There was a mistrial in 
one case, an acquittal in one 
and the others were dismissed 
or nolle pros'd.

THE
1RE1
SHOP

Guitar • Banjo 

Mandolin

Sales • Instruction 

Repair 

309 Jordan Lane 
Huntsville, AL 35805 

Tel: (256) 430-4729 

Fax: (256) 430-1081

GLASS
For Any Purpose 

PATTERNS 
FOR—

Table Tops 
Dressers 

Radio Tables 
Desks 

Mantles 
Counters

Etc!

AU edge* rruund 
and polished.

Call 364 and let 
us make you an 

estimate.

Huntsville
Glass & Paint Co.
(Original ad from Jan.30, 1940)

Thanks Huntsville!
67 years in business 

and Counting!
534-2621

2201 Holmes Ave. NW 

“We will oil your sewing 
machine and adjust the 

tension in your home for 
only $15.00.”

Seen in classified ads

Willow Run Adventist Apartments
LIVING QUARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY

* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
* Convenient to Madison Square Mall
* Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units)
* Transportation provided to Grocery Store opportunity
* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until after completion of the 

application process
. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your 

anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to 
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

1915 Rideout Drive, Huntsville, Alabama 35806 (256) 830-1046
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Only Half 
Guilty, Your 
Honor

from 1902 newspaper

A fellow named Donks was 
tried recently for entering a 
boarding house and stealing the 
owner’s wallet containing $84. 
The testimony showed that he 
had once been employed there, 
and knew exactly where the 
owner kept his wallet; that on 
the specified night he raised a 
window, reached in and took the 
wallet off the dresser and then 
ran off.

Jim Buller, the principal wit­
ness, testified that he saw the 
window being raised, saw the 
man reach in, and heard him 
running away.

“I rushed after him at once,” 
continued the witness, “but 
when I caught him I didn’t find 
the wallet. But it was found af­
terward where he had thrown 
it.”

“How far did he enter the 
house when he took the wallet?” 
Asked the counsel.

“Well, he was stoopin’ over, 
halfway in, I should say,” said 
the witness.

“May it please your Honor,” 
interposed the counsel. “The in­
dictment isn’t sustained, and I 
shall demand an acquittal of the 
court. The indictment charges 
that he actually entered the 
dwelling. How, your Honor, can 
a man enter a dwelling when one 
half of his body is in and the 
other half out?”

The jury brought in a verdict 
of “guilty as to half of the body 
and not guilty as to the other 
half.”

The judge sentenced the 
guilty part to two years impris­

onment, leaving it to the prisoner's 
option as to which part of him will 
serve the sentence.

Lily Flagg 
Sold

from 1893 newspaper

Huntsville’s Jersey Queen, 
Lily Flagg, who was given the 
cup last year for her butter 
record of 1,047 pounds in one 
year, has been sold for 
$1,250.00 to Mr. Hood of 
Sasperilla fame. We are in­
formed that when in the ze­
nith of her butter fame, an 
offer was made of $3000.00 
for the pride of all Madison 
county Jerseys, but was 
refused.

Visit Our New Spacious Showroom

Unique Sinks & Faucets
Plumbing Supplies 

Pipe & Valve fittings stocked 
Kitchen & Bath Hardware

In Business Since 1963

Park Supply Co.
4736 Commercial Drive. (256) 837-4036

Blinds, Shutters, Drapery, 
Woven woods, Cellular, 
Roman Shades & More

Your Total Window 
Treatment Provider

Rand’s Blinds Inc.
Bus: (256) 650-0465

Aesthetically Pleasing
Interior Window Treatments

Visit us at:
www.randsblinds.com

Quality
Cabinet Hardware 

Door Hardware
Schlage - Baldwin

http://www.randsblinds.com
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OU DAP'S W-&-Q
“It’s Cooked In The Pit"

828-8777 828-8778
Bill <& Rosemary Leatherwood, owners

Ask For Our Special 
Kid's Menu!

Carry Out’s For Football Parties

Thanks to everyone who helped make this 
year's Muscular Dystrophy Telethon a success!

Pork Sandwich
Chicken Sandwich 
Turkey Sandwich 
Rib Sandwich 
Pork Plate 
1/2 Chicken Plate 
Ribs (Slab) 
Ribs (1/2 Slab) 
Whole Chicken 
Whole Shoulders 
French Fries 
Potato Salad 
Pies
Baked Beans 
Green Beans 
Hushpuppies

Specialty Items
Salads
Hot bogs
Hamburgers
Slaw bogs
Chili bogs 
Cheeseburgers 
Plate binners
Chicken Fingers
Rib Plates
1,2 A 3 lb. Pork Special 

and much more!!!

The only thing better than football is 
watching it while eating 
O*LE bAb'S BAR-B-Q!

We Sell BAR-B-Q by The Pound!
14163 Highway 231/431 North 

Located in the beautiful city of Hazel Green
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Rocking Reuben
From the book “Life in the Skillet” 
by Harold Fanning

Being the pastor of a country church is a re­
warding experience but it can also have its more, well, 
stressful moments. Such was the case when our pas­
tor received a telephone call from a family in our com­
munity inquiring if he would preside over a graveside 
funeral service. One of their relatives had met an un­
timely demise as he was run over by a city bus while 
crossing an Atlanta street.

Even though this family had deep roots in the 
community, most of them had little to do with any­
thing of a spiritual nature. Not being associated 
with those church people was a source of pride 
for the entire family and a convenient way of deal­
ing with a guilty conscience. According to them, 
attending church with hypocrites was just some­
thing that they had no desire to do.

They did, though, make exceptions for church 
attendance whenever special occasions such as 
weddings, Easter, Christmas or an occasional din­
ner on the grounds or a fifth Sunday sangin' ar­
rived. Funerals were also excluded from their 
church attendance rule and I found it amusing that 
the father would always proudly proclaim, "I 
wouldn't be caught dead in a church with those 
self-righteous hypocrites!"

That was a fine philosophy until one of his 
boys decided to run for mayor and needed votes. 
All of a sudden church attendance seemed really

flexible schedules.

Computer Problems?

Diagnosis and refresh of computers. Spyware & 
virus removal. Tutoring available. Senior 
Discount Available. In-home consultation and

Mark Magnant
256-539-1084 UAH degree 

mrmagnant@knology.net

Steve Cappaert
Broker-Associate 
651-7517 Mobile

AVERBUCH
Realty Co., Inc.

u
. MLS .

7500 Memorial Parkway South #122 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802-2297 
Business 256/883-6600
Fax 256/883-6650 
stevecappaert @ knology.net 

important!
Nonetheless on this occasion the family ear­

nestly wanted their deceased cousin to be with 
his dearly departed kinsmen who were already 
buried there or would eventually have this as 
their final resting place.

The problem with this situation was that

829-1010
www.admiralcleaning.net

CLIANINQ & HESTDRATION

• Fine Rugs
• Carpets
• Upholstery 
...Sluct Pi 9*1

AND FAITH MEMORIAL PARK
Offering The Simplicity Plan

mailto:mrmagnant@knology.net
knology.net
http://www.admiralcleaning.net
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the departed man's wife had final­
ized her own funeral plans and 
had already cremated the body. 
Needless to say when the family 
discovered what the widow had 
done it created a great deal of 
frustration, fussing, and feuding, 
especially when they uncovered 
the fact that the deceased man 
and his current wife were in the 
process of getting a divorce just 
prior to his unfortunate demise.

So after a brief court hearing 
over who was the legal guardian 
of the deceased man's ashes,a 
compromise was finally worked 
out. Eventually the judge ruled on 
their complaint and naturally the 
widow prevailed. But they 
reached a compromise on the de­
ceased man's ashes.

The widow did agree that she 
would turn the ashes over to the 
family for internment in whatever 
manner they felt fitting.

In other words, she got the 
money and they got her honey, 
which was a possession that she 
was more than happy to surren­
der.

Looking back, I suppose the 
family felt some justification be­
cause rumor was that the ex was 
planning on renting an airplane 
and spreading his ashes either 
across the Appalachian Moun­
tains (of which the deceased had 
never seen) or over the Atlantic 
Ocean (over which he had never 

been). Somebody said that she got 
the idea while watching a movie 
and she was so moved by that 
compassionate scene that she 
vowed when Ruben died she 
would do exactly the same.

Anyway the day finally arrived 
for the long-awaited funeral and 
our pastor was instructed to be 
at the cemetery around 11:00 
a.m. to say a few comforting 
words over Ruben's ashes.

I never asked him, but I sup­
pose that pastor must have 
looked through his Bible for 
hours attempting to find a fit­
ting Scripture that fit this occa­
sion. What do you say about a 
guy who left his family, ran off 
to Atlanta, married a woman of 
questionable character, and got 
run over by a city bus?

In any case the pastor arrived 
at the cemetery in plenty of time 
to offer his condolences to the 
grieving family. He was told that 
the ashes were being trans­
ported from Atlanta by car 
driven by one of the cousins and 
should arrive any moment.

As they waited, the family vis­
ited around the various family 
gravestones and reminisced 
about days past. Some of the 
children found a nearby stream 
and were busy playing in the 
water while their mothers were 
constantly badgering them about 
not getting their new clothes wet

INyBLOOM,
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co/'/io/'cfa events

256.533.3050
Ron Cooper 

Mark Kimbrough

504 Pratt Ave 
Huntsville, al 358oi

“I know that butterflies and 
moths can’t get wet, so 
where do they go when 

it rains?”

Hannah Troup, age 7

Renaissance
THEATRE at Lincoln Center

October Schedule:

Tosca, Ars Nove School @ Renaissance Theatre Main 
Stage featuring Patricia Kennedy & Terry Jackson as the 
fateful lovers in Pucinni’s magnificent opera. In Italian w/ 

English subtitles, directed by Bob Baker.
Oct. 12-14 & 18-20

Shakespeare’S Macbeth, directed by Criss Ashwell 
Oct 26-28, Nov. 1-4 & 8-10 Renaissance Theatre Main Stage 

Evening shows @8pm sharp, Matinees 2:30pm

1216 Meridian St. - Call 536-3117for 
general information and to reserve your tickets.

Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatre.net

Frazier Home Inspections Inc.

Inspections performed 
according to ASHI Standards 
Johnny Frazier, Inspector 

Al License #HI-1047

Cell (256) 603-8430
Home (256) 534-0277

Before you buy a home - have it 
inspected by a professional

http://www.renaissancetheatre.net
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or dirty.
Minutes ran to hours and 

still no ashes. Some non-fam- 
ily members became weary of 
the wait and began leaving the 
cemetery. Finally one of the 
uncles walked over to our pas­
tor and said, "Preacher, we don't 
know what has happened but we 
understand if you have to leave." 
The pastor responded with gra­
ciousness but politely declined 
and reassured the family that he 
would wait for the ashes with 
them.

It was about this time that a 
police cruiser came driving up 
the long winding road to the 
gravesite. When the officer got 
out of his automobile he walked 
over to one family member and 
whispered something softly to 
him. The family member looked 
immediately in the direction of 
the pastor and said, "Preacher, 
I need for you to please come 
with me. There has been an ac-

Heart attacks - God s 
revenge for eating his 

little friends. 

cident!" The pastor and some 
family members immediately got 
in the cruiser with the police 
officer and headed back down 
the cemetery road.

Weeks later the pastor pri­
vately shared with my dad what 
had happened. The cousin that 
was transporting the ashes was 
almost to the cemetery when 
they had to stop at a four-way 
intersection. While stopped, a 
huge farm truck loaded with 
soybeans accidentally hit the 
rear of their car, thus dislodging 
the container of old Ruben's 
ashes.

Relocating or Moving to another Home?Who knows the area better than a life long resident of Huntsville?
No hassles, no pressure. Just email me @ 
janemc@kw.com and I’ll be happy to send 

you information related to real estate of 
our area.

T KELLERJane McElroy WILLIAMS
REALTOR® R E a i t >

Q/1Q Q1C4 2410 L&N Drive. Suite C 
toll free (866) 519-7220

Unfortunately for the family, 
the urn's lid came off with Ruben 
strewn all over the trunk of that 
new car as a result. When the pas­
tor arrived at the accident scene 
he discovered the cousin in the 
process of sucking up poor old 
cousin Ruben with a little Dirt 
Devil vacuum cleaner, attempting 
feverishly to get as much of him 
back in that urn as possible.

Now let us pause here for a 
moment while I ask you a per­
sonal question. Have you ever 
experienced one of those occa­
sions when you started laughing 
and even if your life depended on 

Madison 
Manor

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
Serving The Area for Over 30 Years

• Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care
• 24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services
• Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational

Therapies
• Registered, Licensed & Certified Staff
• Individualized Social Services and Activities

256-772-9243
3891 Sullivan St. • Madison, AL

Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention 
we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is 
needed. It’s a difference we are proud of.

Care by Professionals - Lifestyle to enjoy

mailto:janemc@kw.com
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it you couldn't stop? That is ex­
actly what happened to our pas­
tor. He became so hysterical at the 
sight of that cousin sucking up 
Ruben's ashes that it became nec­
essary for him to lean against the 
automobile for physical support. 
This in turn infuriated the family 
who immediately demanded that 
the pastor leave the premises.

It didn't take long for word to 
get back to the community what 
had happened and of course the 
entire story had taken on a brand 
new twist by the time it had made 
its rounds.

The next Sunday the deacons 
met to decide what needed to be 
done about their laughing pas­
tor. Apparently the offended 
family had complained to some 
of the deacons and because of 
kinships, friendships, etc., ev­
eryone knew there was no way 
the pastor could be an effective 
man of God in their community 
again. They searched in vain 
through the Scriptures attempting 
to come up with some biblical rea­

son to dismiss him. I don't think 
that laughing at a funeral was 
dealt with in the Ten Command­
ments and Jesus never made ref­
erence to it in the New Testament 
either.

When it was all said and 
done it didn't make much dif­
ference because the pastor was 
let go from his position and 
wasn't allowed to minister to his 
congregation from that point on.

While sharing this event with 
my dad, the pastor said that 
now whenever he either attends 
or preaches a funeral he is re­
minded that in a cemetery in 
North Alabama, there are ashes 
of a man named Ruben buried 
deep inside a Dirt Devil vacuum 
cleaner bag.

“Life in the Skillet” may 
be purchased at Shavers 
Books, now located on the 
2nd floor of Railroad 
Station Antiques.

Commercial - Residential
Interior - Exterior 

Carpentry Services 

“Specializing in making 
your home look new”

No job too large or too small

Bonded - Licensed - Insured
References available

755-1833
Free Estimates

“I used to have a handle 
on life, but it fell off.”

Johnny Simpson, Decatur

^PBflNTING
SERVICES

256.534.4452
Toll Free: 877.534.4452

Fax: 534.4456

cAlore than 
meets the eye I

3308 Seventh Avenue ■ Huntsville, Alabama 35805 
www.lindasprinting.eoin - linprint@lindasprinting.com
—

http://www.lindasprinting.eoin
mailto:linprint@lindasprinting.com
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A Civil War Letter
Woodville, Ala. July 13th 1862
Dear Wife,
It is with pleasure that I take this opportu­

nity of informing you that I am well and hearty 
and hope this letter will find you the same. I 
received your letter of the 5th July today which 
came very quick and it gave me much pleasure 
to learn that you were all so well and hearty and 
that you got along so well.

We started on the 9th from Decatur and came 
here to Woodville the 13th, a distance of about 45 
miles and tomorrow we are going to start for Win­
chester. We are encamped in a pleasant grove. I 
can stand the hot weather much better than I 
thought I could but laying in the shade is not like 
mowing in the hot sun.

Last Sunday I and another man found a bee 
tree and we cut it in the evening but most of the 
honey ran out, but we all got as much as we 
wanted to eat, and we all got stung. I was stung 
on both lips.

I wish you had my money so that I would 
not have to take care of it. I would not spend it 
if you had it. You made mention of three women

making cheese which would go first rate with our 
hard crackers on the march. We are ordered to 
march at 4 o'clock tomorrow with 3 days cooked

Harold d, fanmng

JBife CAfony CA Dirt CRoatf

£

/3ife An ZJAe SAiffet

Ay Afarofrf Aanniny

Two wonderful inspiring books 
of nostalgic memories, humorous 
stories and lessons learned growing

up in North Alabama. Based on the true-life experiences 
of the author, the books take a humorous look at life
in Madison County. From frog giggin’ to a drag racing 
grandpa, be prepared to take a trip down memory lane 
with two of the most delightful books on the market
today.

Available at

Harrison Brothers Hardware 
and Shaver’s Books

for more information visit:
www.inspirationalreads.com

7
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Skillet

Harold 0 Faamng

Come in for good Coffee and Books!
Rare, Collectibles, 

with A Huge Selectionl 
Come in to browse our large selection of books by local authors, 
including poetry, historic Huntsville photos, famous local crimes, 

reference material, etc. Great for Gifts!

TradeBuy - Sell
Have a cup of coffee while you browse our huge 

inventory
Come in to get your specialty coffees, for yourself or as gift items -
Espresso and Espresso supplies & machines, whole bean coffee, 

grinders, coffee makers, bulk loose leaf tea, etc.

880-6464

Oct. 11 at 6:30 pm
James Smith the Auto harp man 
will kick off the Fall leg of his 

Appalachian music tour.

Coffee
Wee;

7900 Bailey Cove Road
Across from Grissom High School

6:00 am - 9:00 pm Mon- Sat 
8:00 am - 3 pm Sunday

Your Neighborhood Store For Food, Books & Fine Coffee

http://www.inspirationalreads.com


rations in our haversacks.
I am glad to hear that Salome's family 

keep well. Tell Salome I want her to raise 
a hog for when I get home and come to 
see her I want some ham and eggs.

You wrote about sending me clothes 
which I do not want you to do for I can 
draw all the clothes that I want. But my 
old hat is about gone up. I wrote to you 
in my last letter that if you could send me 
one by Ed Niver, I would like it very well, 
but I suppose Ed started before you got 
that letter. If you should send me one get 
one hat size No. 71/8. I am out of postage 
stamps and cannot get any here so you might 
send me some if you could get them.

We are right in the mountains and there 
are no stores about here. Last week there 
were three men of the 10th Wisconsin shot 
who were guarding a rail road bridge. 
They burned two houses for the secesh 
for firing into a train of cars. There are 
bands of marauders, guerrilla parties that 
commit depredations all along the rail 
road.

I hardly know as to what to write any 
more, but when we came in this camp 
several of our boys went out and brought 
in a good sized hog so we had fresh meat 
for a while, instead of salt pork, and some 
of the boys killed geese and ducks, chickens 
and potatoes and anything they could get 
hold of.

This is a regular secesh nest, and I think 
we will clean them out yet but it is a good 
place for them to secrete themselves in these 
mountains. The cars run here on Sunday as 
well as week days in transport army stores.

Tell Lillie that I am coming home some­
time and then I will get some of that bread 
and other good things.

Your husband, George Kryder
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Court News from 1911
The raid made by the police last night on the disor­

derly house of Ret Wales produced four hundred dollar 
fines or 296 day terms at hard labor. Mary White, Ret 
Wales and Jenny Humphrey were fined $100 each with 
the option of working out the fines at the rate of 50 
cents the day. Charlie Mason, a young man who was 
caught in the house, was fined $100. Mary Davison, an 
inmate of the house, was given 24 hours in which to get 
out of the city and unless she is gone by that time she 
must pay a fine of $100 or begin a term of 209 days 
labor. Four young men who were caught in the same 
raid were discharged.

Life Insurance-Annuities
Long Term Care Insurance

Up to $200,000 Life Insurance 
without Medical Exam. Ages 18-701/2

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU

2311 - C Market Place Phone
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 (256) 519-6955

7 Application Program 

Fertilization

Professional Turf Care Company

256-704-5687
www.PerfectTurf.net

Weed Control

Insect & Disease Control

Fire Ant Control

Tree & Ornamental Care

BO. Box 4994 Huntsville, AL 35815 Grub Control

“Because You Deserve It”
President, Jerry O. Smith
State Certified Applicator

Ask about our 52 week 
Fire Ant Guarantee

Caplisle gallery
FINE ART & CUSTOM FRAMING

801 HOLMES AVE.
AT FIVE POINTS

• CONTEMPORARY OILS
• THOUSANDS OF PRINTS
• MUSEUM QUALITY FRAMING

• BUYING & SELLING
• ANTIQUE OILS
• ANTIQUE PRINTS

Closed Sunday

256-539-1096
Huntsville'sAmhority On Fine Art

http://www.PerfectTurf.net
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Tips from Liz
* When you visit a new res­

taurant, check out the bathrooms 
first. That’ll let you know how 
clean their kitchen probably is.

* If you are on a salt-restricted 
diet, try sprinkling a bit of lemon 
juice over your veges, etc. for a 
really good flavor.

* With the popularity of the 
computer, people are sitting for 
much longer periods of time. Not 
good for you! Be sure and move 
around every 30 minutes or so, 
your body doesn’t want to sit for 
that long without moving.

* This is a really old one. To 
catch mice, place sweetmeat in 
your mouth upon going to bed. 
Keep mouth wide open, with eyes 
shut. When you feel the whiskers 
of the mouse, BITE! (And let us 
know how it turns out).

*An apple works better on 
heartburn than any expensive 
medication. Just eat one at the 
first feeling of heartburn.

* Bad cough? Take some laxa­
tives - you’ll be afraid to cough.

* A Bible placed under your 
pillow at night will keep you from 
getting nightmares.

* To cure a headache, cut off 
a lock of your hair and place it 
under a rock.

* A little moonshine swished 
around in the mouth will help 
cure a bad toothache.

* Put your car keys beside 
your bed at night. If you hear a 
noise outside your home or some­
one is trying to get in your house, 
just press the panic button for 
your car. Turn it off when safe.

“Some people just don’t know 
how to drive -1 call these 

people ‘Everybody but me.’”

Roy Johns, Scottsboro

We Specialize in Historic Homej
John M. Bzdell 326-8053

farathorjr 
Painting

Free Estimates 
Licensed S Insured 

References

“I am confident of her care'
[Everyone] goes out of their way to see to mom’s personal needs”

“My mother’s needs are met fully, and the relationship she and I have 
established with the Hearthstone family has exceeded my expectations”

License: 09011 ®

CARE, COMFORT and the 

QUALITY OF LIFE they deserve. 

These principles are the heart of the 

Hearthstone philosophy. Quite simply, 

we strive to treat your family as our own ASSISTED LIVING/

at //?yrd» Jprings 

8020 Benaroya Lane SW

866.549.9062
www.hearthstoneassisted.com
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http://www.hearthstoneassisted.com


The Honor
by Glenn Brooks

During the 1960s the north­
ern section of downtown Hunts­
ville was known as the “Z” strip. 
During this era there was a lot 
of activity there due to several 
beer joints, pool rooms and at 
least one dance hail; therefore 
a drunk or two was not rare.

As a police detective and as­
signed to the evening shift, I had 
just parked my car on Jefferson 
Street when a patrol unit passed 
by. In the back seat, apparently 
under arrest, was a familiar 
face. I radioed the patrol unit 
and asked if I could speak with 
them about their prisoner be­
fore they locked him up.

We met behind the police sta­
tion and after a brief discussion 
the arresting officer agreed to 
allow me to take charge of their 
arrestee and take him home 
since he was only guilty of in­
toxication. It was a long drive 
to his home out in the county 
and a longer drive back. I had 
been away from my duties too 
long.

On Monday I was sum­
moned to my supervisor’s of­
fice to explain why I had “inter­
fered” with the officer’s arrest. 
It seemed that one of the offic­
ers had made a complaint.

“It was Paul Bolden,” was 
my only explanation. None other 
was needed. My supervisor said 
he would take care of it.

I had first met Paul about 
ten years earlier while we 
worked together at Redstone 
Arsenal. I grew to care very much 
for this small, quiet man.

Staff Sergeant Paul L. Bolden 
met the enemy a few days be­
fore Christmas in Belgium in 
1944. Thirty-five German sol­
diers did not live to regret it. 
Practically alone, armed with 
grenades and an automatic 
weapon, Paul assaulted a farm 
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house that contained the German 
soldiers. Paul was wounded three 
times in that action.

A hero is motivated into ac­
tion by fear, courage or madness 
or a combination of all three.

What sent Paul into that for­
tification, I now know. I know 
he was a hero.

Paul has since died. Not 
much has been written or said 
about this poor North Alabama 
country boy. I’ve often wondered 
why.

He won the Medal of Honor. 
I won the honor of knowing him.

3 GREAT AUCTIONS IN OCTOBER 2007 
AT: B & W AUCTION - 356 CAPSHAW ROAD 

MADISON, AL 35757 (256) 837-1559 or (256) 837-8377

AUCTION #1 - SATURDAY OCTOBER 13,2007 FROM 1 P.M. TIL 4 P.M.
ANTIQUE TOOLS 6 COLLECTIBLES... PLUS, TOOLS FROM A WORKSHOP! 
THESE TOOLS ARE READY FOR USE! NAUTICAL ITEMS, BLACKSMITH TOOLS, 
RAILROAD ITEMS, FIRE FIGHTER ITEMS, ASSORTED HAND TOOLS & YARD 
TOOLS, SEARS/CRAFTSMAN DRILL PRESS, DAYTON 6500 VOLT GENERA­
TOR, GENERAC PRESSURE WASHER, LINCOLN ARC WELDER, SEARS/ 
CRAFTSMAN AIR COMPRESSOR, DELTA PLANER, MAKITA / BLACK & DECKER 
ISENCO / SEARS/CRAFTSMAN TOOLS OF ALL KINDS! LARGE ASSORTMENT! 
SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE!

AUCTION 02 - SATURDAY OCTOBER 13,2007 0 4:30 P.M.
ANTIQUES, FURNITURE, COLLECTIBLES S GLASSWARE... ESTATE ITEMS, 
LOAD FROM SOUTH ALABAMA & OUT OF STATE LOADS...WALNUT CYLINDER 
ROLL TOP DESK, MAHOGANY CHESTS, MAHOGANY SLEIGH BED, NESTING 
TABLES, FLORAL PARLOR SOFA, ENGLISH MARBLE TOP SIDEBOARD, MA­
HOGANY BALL & CLAW DROPFRONT DESK, PIE CRUST TABLES, IRON FENC­
ING, 5 PC MAHOGANY BEDROOM SET, STAINED GLASS WINDOWS, CHANDE­
LIERS, OLD 4 TIN PIE SAFE, WALNUT DROPLEAF TABLE, OAK DRESSERS & 
CHESTS, ALL KINDS OF PICTURE FRAMES 6 MIRRORS, FLOOR E TABLE 
LAMPS, CEDAR CHESTS, LOTS OF SMALLS & GLASSWARE...MUCH MORE!!

AUCTION #3 - SATURDAY OCTOBER 27,2007 @ 4:00 P.M.
BUILDING IS OVERLOADED! TONS 6 TONS OF FURNITURE, COLLECTIBLES 
& GLASSWARE. PARTIAL LIST INCLUDES: SEVERAL MAHOGANY 
BREAKFRONTS, OAK BALL & CLAW TABLES, OAK CURVED GLASS CHINA 
CABINET, ORNATE CARVED OAK BUFFET, FANCY OAK COURTYARD BENCH, 
MAHOGANY DINING ROOM SUITE, SUPER (HARD TO FIND) CHILDS PORCE­
LAIN BARBER CHAIR, OAK HALL TREE, MAHOGANY CHINA CABINETS, OAK 
BOOKCASES, PIE CRUST TABLES, MAHOGANY BUFFETS, GRANDFATHER 
CLOCK, GLASSWARE, MUCH MORE! LOTS OF ESTATE ITEMS, READY FOR 
THE HOME OR SHOP!

400 TO 500 LOTS FOR EACH SALE -NO BUYERS PREMIUM 256 837 1559 OR 
256 837 8377 - MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED - AIR CONDITIONED, 
SMOKE FREE FACILITY
WILSON HILLIARD, SL#97 - BILL ORNBURN, SL#683 - CHARLES THORPE, 
SL#392

VISIT US ONLINE AT: www.auctionzip.com - AUCTIONEER ID# 5484

Old Huntsville
Trivia

1866 - Madison County is 
recovering from the Civil War. 
More than 5,000 rations a day 
are distributed at the railroad 
station in an effort to combat 
starvation.

1894 - Robert Donnell High 
School in Gurley goes co-ed to 
the strong protest of local dowa­
gers. An editorial of the day 
states that “co-ed schools are 
sure to lead to wickedness 
among the youth”.

http://www.auctionzip.com
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Charles 
McCartney,
The Goat Man

by Charles DeWitt

For well over 50 years, he was 
a familiar sight, travel ing back 
and forth through Huntsville, on 
his way to nowhere; a happy-go- 
lucky vagabond who enthralled 
natives and tourists alike with his 
rustic ways and nomadic life style. 
His name was Charles "Chess" 
McCartney, but to people of our 
town, he was known simply as the 
Goat Man.

Dressed in his familiar over­
alls, boots and scruffy cap, the 
bewhiskered old man would 
pull into town, unhitch his goats, 
set up camp and begin talking a 
mile a minute, telling tales of his 
travels and his life. And all the 
time he would be holding a few 
old postcards, with his picture on 
them, trying to talk you into buy­
ing one.

Depending on the mood he 
was in. you may have heard tales 
claiming that he was the son of 
a famous Confederate General, 
(or Yankee) or you may have 
heard that he was a self-made 
millionaire, and had given up 
the life of luxury in order to 
roam the beautiful highways of 
Alabama with his goat wagon.

But whatever the story; you 
were sure to be entertained - at 
a distance of about 50 feet to 
escape the smell of the goats.

Charles McCartney was 
born in Iowa, to a family that, 
believe it or not, raised goats. Hav-

“Piano lessons can make
15 minutes feel like

an hour.”

Jamie Sanders, age 8 

ing spent his childhood on the 
family farm, wanderlust struck 
him, and after hitching his inher­
itance to an old cart, he headed 
south.

The few pennies he earned 

Tall Stories Told about Huntsville
Alabama

Some true and some of uncertain reliability . ..
Have a club or group that you 
need a 
speaker for? 
Learn about 
old Huntsville 
in the most 
interesting 
and 
humorous

Darryl Goldman way.
Darryl Goldman has told stories before audiences born 
overseas and throughout the United States. Call (256) 520-1771. No charge- 
it's a hobby. Darryl is a licensed Realtor® at Keller Williams Realty, Huntsville, AL.

O6PICEk FAMILY
APE

Madison (bounty’s 
only not-for-profit 
hospice provider 

Since 1979.

SN&re Here or You When You Need

(256) 650-1212
www.hospicefamilycare.org

3304 Westmill Drive • Huntsville, AL 35805
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he got by selling postcards of 
himself and picking up bottles 
on the side of the road. Fortu­
nately, goats would eat anything. 
He claimed to be no stranger to 
poverty, as he had been raised 

http://www.hospicefamilycare.org
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"dirt poor." If you can believe a 
story that he told to a storekeeper 
in Hazel Green, his family was so 
poor "they could not afford to buy 
clothes for me, but when I got to 
be 14 they bought me an old hat 
and let me stand in the window."

He met his first wife during the 
Depression, but when she gave 
him a choice between her and the 
goats, out she went. Married three 
more times, he claims not to re­
member their names. "They 
weren't around long enough for 
me to worry about trying to get 
their names straight." He had a 
son by his first marriage that was 
raised by his ex-in-laws.

In later years, when the son 
became a old man himself, he 
also became a vagabond with a 
goat wagon.

Looking back at his travel­
ing days, McCartney described 
himself as a "self employed busi­
ness man." Some of the busi­
nesses he was involved in were 
peddling medicine (snake oil?), 
repairing pots and pans, sharp­
ening knives and axes.

Unfortunately his business 
as a medicine man ended on a 
sour note when the goats took a 
liking to his wares.

The goats also suffered some 
terrible hangovers.

In his heyday, McCartney also 
often remarked that he and the 
legendary Appleseed would have 
made a good pair, "He a doin' 
the planting and me a'doin' the 
talkin."

McCartney estimated that he 
and his team of goats trekked 
over 200,000 miles and in all 
that time claimed that he had 
never slept in a bed or a house. 
Always camping out, the Goat 
Man insisted that he had eaten 
more pork and beans than any 
other living person - mostly out 
of a can - and had burned over 
75,000 tires to keep warm on 
cold nights.

Charles McCartney spent his 
last years in a converted school 
bus along Highway 80 near 
Jefferson. Georgia. His food and 
supplies came from a local wel­
fare office and a church in town

Age does not diminish 
the extreme disappointment 

of having the last scoop 
of ice cream fall off 

the cone.

West Station 
Antiques

Come visit us in 
Owens Cross Roads at the 

Historic Hornbuckle Garage 

on old Hwy 431.
Phone (256) 725-BOOK (2665)

Books - Paper Items 
Postcards - Linens - Quilts 
Pottery - China - Glassware 

Sterling Silver - Jewelry 
Furniture

Visit us at our website: 
www.gibsonbooks.com

3037 Old Highway 431
Owens Cross Roads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

New Hours: Thurs - Sat 10 - 5
Sun -1 - 5

HUNTSVILLE'S 
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A Model Railroaders Paradise

http://www.gibsonbooks.com
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that occasionally sent him a sack 
of groceries. He got his water from 
a nearby well, and cooked over a 
campfire in front of the bus.

Few people are left in Hunts­
ville who remember the 
bewhiskered old man. The only 
memories left are a few grubby 
postcards.

When he died some years 
ago, newspapers throughout the 
South immortalized him as the 
"Goat Man of Dixie," and com­
pared him to another itinerant 
wanderer, Johnny Appleseed.

The cheerful vagabond 
enjoyed the comparison.

Heard on 
the Streets in 
the Year 1911

- New 4-room cottage comer 
6th st. and Pratt Avenue for rent 
cheap - apply to J. E. Pierce

- Nick Jones is looking for 
a good, cheap cow - he will trade 
or buy - call him in care of the 
Times.

- William Moore is being 
held here for charges of forgery 
and bigamy. He tried to com­
mit suicide in his cell by eating 
the heads of a large number of 
matches. Women companions 
had returned apparently from a 
hotel on a mission to his 
mother to get help, The jailer 
discovered his plight and ad­
ministered medicine. Before 
eating the matches he wrote a 
letter to his mother, companion 
and chief detectives.

- A local woman, asserted that 
for months she had been abused 
and threatened by her husband. 
Mrs. Ethel Olsen, formerly of En­
gland, and later of Huntsville, sent 
a pistol bullet at her husband in a 
crowded street near the court­

house here late Sunday, missed 
him and powder-burned a pass­
erby.

She declares she fired to pro­
tect her face from a dash of 
muriatic acid which she charges 
her husband was preparing to 
cast at her. She was arrested 
and charged with assault with 
intent to murder.

- Mayor R. Earle Smith 
stated today that no whiskey 
shall be sold in Huntsville while 

Carpet Cleaning - Pressure Washing - Water Damage

www.dirtbustersrestoration.com

REAL ESTATE INFORMATION CORNER
Valuable FREE reports for Buyers and Sellers mailed to you (or someone 
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Courtesy of Mark Fortson, REMAX - Huntsville

he is mayor. He stated that a few 
bottles may occasionally change 
hands but that there will be no 
general or even restricted sale, 
and that the law shall be enforced 
as it appears on the statute 
books.

- For sale - genuine O. I. C. 
brood hogs and pigs, just the 
thing for quick money and best 
meat producers. Address Bruce 
Mor ring, Ryland or phone 522 
Ring 2.

http://www.dirtbustersrestoration.com


Last Will 
and Testament

I, John Thomason, knowing 
that my remaining days are few, 
take pen in hand to render my 
last will and testament.

I ask that Horace Cauthron, 
my good friend of thirty-two 
years, be the executor of my 
wishes. He is to be paid the nor­
mal fees as is customary for 
such situations,

To my wife, Mary, who has 
remained steadfast at my side 
for sixty-three years, I leave a life­
time of memories and love along 
with my sorrow at the many times 
I have caused her anguish.

It is my hope that the good 
days will heavily outweigh the 
bad days.

In addition, I leave her our 
home and farm, with all its fur­
nishings, implements and live­
stock that she might live her re­
maining days in a comfortable 
manner in which she deserves.

In addition, I leave her all 
my stocks and bonds currently 
on deposit with the Chattanooga 
Trust Bank, in addition to any 
other monies due my estate, that 
she may continue to derive in­
come from such.

For my oldest son, John, I 
leave the amount of ten thou­
sand dollars to be paid up on 
the tenth anniversary of my 
death, or on the occasion of his 
mother’s death, on the condition 
he visits her every week and con­
tinues to maintain the relation­
ship of a loving son.

If he fails to do so, the 
money shall be given to a church 
of the executor’s choosing.

For my son, Perry, who has 
caused his mother and I so 
much grief for so many years, I 
leave the amount of three thou­
sand dollars which is in a metal 
box, buried on the farm in a lo­

cation known only to me and my 
executor. If he fails to find the 
money within the period of one year 
the money shall be given to a 
church of the executor’s choosing.

In addition, a sum of seven 
thousand dollars shall be paid to 

0
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Call now to reserve the Deli for your special event 
after 4pm - either provide your own refreshments or 

we will cater for you
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Southern Sealing & Striping
Specializing in sealing & strip­
ing. We do parking lots, handi­
cap parking and driveways.

Call for free estimates
Cell 656-9357
Office 881-8337
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him only after the completion of 
ten years full-time employment, 
in a manner consistent with the 
morals of the community.

John Thomason
July 4, 1923



News From the Year 1939
News From Huntsville and Around The World

Britain Declares War
Blood indelibly stained Eu­

ropean soil this month as Great 
Britain and France declared war 
on Germany following the Na­
zis' lightning invasion of Poland.

Immediately after German 
troops blistered across the Pol­
ish border, the French and Brit­
ish governments issued an ulti­
matum to the Third Reich: "Sus­
pend all aggressive action 
against Poland (and) withdraw 
forces from Polish territory" or 
the United Kingdom and France, 
"in fulfillment of our obliga­
tions, will come to Poland's as­
sistance."

After two days of German 
penetration deeper toward War­
saw, on September 3rd British 
Prime Minister Neville Chamber- 
lain made his fateful, and to 
many, inevitable declaration that 
the two Western powers would 
fight Adolf Hitler's troops. "We 
shall be fighting against brute 
force," the British leader added. 

The obligations Chamberlain 
referred to are mutual defense 
treaties that Poland, France and 
England had signed.

Great Britain quickly an­
nounced a blockade of Germany 
after entering the war. Germany 
retaliated destructively when one 
of its submarines attacked and 
sank the British passenger liner, 
the Athenia, on its route from 
Liverpool to Montreal. One hun­
dred and twelve people perished 
in the assault.

While France and Britain 
declared war, scores of other 
nations expressed adamant 
wishes to stay out of the fight­
ing.

The United States denounced 
the German aggression, but 
stated it would not become en­
gaged. President Roosevelt said, 
"This nation will remain a neu­
tral nation, but I cannot ask that 
every American remain neutral 
in thought as well."

Hitler’s Peace 
Offer Rejected 

"England and France rejected 
the Fuhrer's hand of peace," the 
German government said to­
night. "The government also de­
nied reports that Hitler would 
make another peace offer to the 
French.

Hitler made his offer in a 
speech to the Reichstag earlier 
this month, after his military 
victory in Poland. French Pre­
mier Daladier was the first to 
reject Hitler's overture. Daladier 
said no "real justice and lasting 
peace" would be possible until 
Hitler was defeated.

President Roosevelt also 
turned down an indirect appeal 
from Hitler to mediate an end 
to the war.

Custom Cuts
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FDR Changes 
Date for 
Thanksgiving

President Roosevelt shat­
tered another precedent today 
when he announced the move of 
Thanksgiving Day from Nov. 30 
to Nov. 23 this year. He ex­
plained that many had urged the 
shift to create a holiday less 
close to Christmas. While re­
tailers welcome the change, it 
gives football schedulers a head­
ache. Their big day of games is 
now a mere Thursday in Novem­
ber. From Plymouth, where the 
first day of thanksgiving was 
held in 1621, comes "hearty dis­
approval." Since Abraham Lin­
coln named the last Thursday 
of November as the day in 1864, 
subsequent presidents have fol­
lowed suit. Until now, that is.

“Pact of Steel” 
Signed

One of the most grandiose 
alliances in modern history 
was consummated by Italy and 
Germany today, creating "an 
invincible block of 300 million 
people." The Axis powers

"Old Tyme Friendly Service "
717 Pratt Ave, NE

Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 Days A Week

Prescriptions Compounded 
Computerized Profiles 

BellSouth Payment Center 
AT&T Phone Center

US Gov't. Post Office - UPS Shipping 

(256) 539-7443 ■ Fax (256) 539-1012

The Only Discount Drug Store With Service”

signed a ten-year "Pact of Steel" 
which binds them economically, 
politically and militarily with the 
declared objective of reorganiz­
ing Europe, promoting the two 
powerful nations and creating a 
"just peace" in the world.

At the ceremonious signing, 
top German and Italian officials, 
including Chancellor Hitler, 
agreed that Germany would rule 
on land and Italy on sea in times 
of war, which to many Europe­
ans seems to be lurking on the 
horizon. Britain, alarmed by the 
event, called an extra session of 
Parliament to discuss the pact's 
ramifications.

Barbara Stanwyck 
Marries Robert 
Taylor

Barbara Stanwyck, 31, and 
Robert Taylor, 27, were married 
shortly after midnight at the 
home of San Diego friends.

By obtaining the license un­
der their true names of Ruby 
Stevens Fay and Arlington 
Spangler Brugh, they kept their 
plans secret. The wedding trip 
is delayed until he finishes mak­
ing a movie with Hedy Lamarr. 
It is reported that their agents 
were against the marriage.
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Times Have Changed

Piedmont Golf Course - circa 1970
1 - Airport Road 2 - Piedmont Golf Course 3 - South Parkway 4 - Railroad tracks

MILLER & MILLER

General Contractors

Helping to build Huntsville 
for over 50 Years
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The Heroes Among Us
2007 Madison County Military Heritage Commission Hall of Heroes Inductees

Anthony F. Stahelski - Silver Star, 
Bronze Star Heroism (WWII) Bronze Star 
W/V

Retired U.S. Army Colonel Anthony F. 
Stahelski served in three wars: World War II, 
Korea and Vietnam. He received the Bronze 
Star Medal for heroism for his actions against 
enemy forces on March 18, 1945 while serv­
ing in Germany. For Gallantry in Action on 
July 14, 1950 near Samgye-Ri Korea, he was 
awarded the Silver Star Medal for safely 
evacuating his surrounded men and thereby 
saved the lives of 156 officers and men. On 
October 31,1950, he lead his men against a 
superior enemy force near Kwakson, Korea 
causing the enemy to suffer heavy loses. For 
this action, he was awarded the Bronze Star 
Medal with Valor. He received the Purple 
Heart Medal for wounds received in action 
on December 24, 1964 while serving in the 
Republic of Vietnam.

Eric C. Deets - Silver Star
Retired U. S. Army Lieutenant Colonel 

Eric C. Deets was awarded the Silver Star 
Medal for Gallantry in Action and the 
Purple Heart Medal for wounds received 
in action on October 5, 1968 while serv­
ing in Vietnam. On that date, he led the 
defense of his position against a numeri­
cally superior enemy force.

ment of enemy forces near Hanoi, North Vietnam.

Paul E. Freeman - Bronze Star W/V
Paul E. Freeman retired from the United States 

Army at the rank of Major. He was awarded the Bronze 
Star Medal with Valor during his tour of duty in Viet­
nam. In November 1966, he distinguished himself 
against a Battalion size force of North Vietnamese Regu-

Thomas S. Allman - Distinguished 
Flying Cross

Thomas S. Allman retired from the 
U.S. Air Force at the rank of Lieutenant 
Colonel. While serving as co-pilot of a B- 
52 aircraft he was awarded the Distin­
guished Flying Cross for heroism for his 
actions on December 28, 1972 in a bombard­

COMMERCI AL ESTATE

Cotton Row on the Court House Square in the 1950s
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lars who were attacking his for­
ward support base. With disre­
gard for his own safety, he ex­
posed himself to intense enemy 
fire on numerous occasions in 
order to organize the defense of 
his position.

Billie F. Gaines 
Bronze Star W/V
Billie F. Gaines is a retired 

U.S. Army Sergeant First Class. 
On June 24, 1970, Sergeant 
Gaines was serving in Vietnam 
as a crewmember of the 191st. 
Aviation Company. On that date, 
his distinguished himself by ex­
ceptionally valorous action 
against enemy forces at Rach 
Soi, Republic of Vietnam. For 
his actions, Sergeant Gaines 
was awarded the Bronze Star 
Medal with Valor.

Michael P. Kehoe 
Bronze Star W/V
Retired U.S. Army Colonel 

Michael R Kehoe distinguished 
himself on May 13, 1968 when 
his Troop came under heavy en­
emy fire during an operation in 
Vietnam. Despite being severely 
wounded, and due to his coura­
geous actions, his men rallied 
to conduct a frontal assault that 
completely overwhelmed the en­
emy. For his heroic actions, he 
was awarded the Bronze Star 
Medal with Valor and a Purple 
Heart Medal for wounds re­
ceived in action.

Vision Sends 
Local Man to Jail

from 1903 newspaper

Hearing of the case of Jas.
B. Mitchell, who is alleged to 
be insane, was resumed be­
fore Judge S. Morgan Stewart 
yesterday. He is alledged to 
have burned a neighbor’s 
home as a result of a vision. 
Several witnesses were exam­
ined, all of whom testified as 
to Mitchell’s strange behavior. 
It is apparent that Mitchell does 
not wish to be adjudged insane 
despite wanting to summon 
the Mayor of Huntsville, the 
President of the United States 
and the Queen of England as 
witnesses.

2007
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German
POW’s at
Redstone

The area along Dodd Road 
on Redstone Arsenal looks al­
most serene today. Off in the 
distance the remnants of a long 
ago dirt road meanders aim­
lessly through the tall grass and 
overgrown brush while a rabbit 
sits in the middle of a small 
clearing, basking in the warmth 
of the early morning sun. Occa­
sionally you spot a stray piece 
of broken concrete or a piece of 
wire that, in your imagination, 
might have been part of the 
barbed wire enclosure.

Regardless of how hard you 
search though, there is nothing 
to tell you that the area was once 
a prison camp for one of Adolf 
Hitler’s most elite fighting 
groups.

The 6th Regiment of the 2nd 
Fallschirmjager (Paratrooper) 
Division, under Major Freiher 
von der Heydte, was considered 
by many military experts to be 
the premiere airborne force of 
the German Army in World War 
II. Often jumping into the midst 
of raging battles from an alti­

ASIAN 
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JUST ARRIVED!

tude of less than four hundred 
feet, the regiment was constantly 
in battle as the German High 
Command shifted it from one 
front to another in an attempt 
to stave off the inevitable defeat.

Part of the regiment, under 
the temporary command of SS- 
Hauptsturmfuhrer Otto 
Skorzeny, was used to rescue 
the Italian Fascist premier, 
Benito Mussolini from atop 
Gran Sasso, a 2,130 meter peak 
in Italy, where he was being held 
captive by Italian forces after 
they had negotiated a surrender 
with the Allies. Afterwards the 
regiment was transferred to the 
Russian front where the unit 
suffered 60% casualties in the 
bitter hand-to-hand fighting 
before being ordered back to 
Germany to rest and regroup.

Many German citizens 
thought joining the group was 
the same 
as commit­
ting sui­
cide but 
others, 
drawn by 
its elite 
spirit and 
bold 
ploits, ea- 
g e r 1 y 
signed 
their 
names to 
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the enlistment papers. Typical of 
the young men who joined the 
regiment was Karl Spitzenpfeil, 
a native of Oberfranken.

Spitzenpfeil, born in 1922, 
grew up in a country where the 
youth were immersed in the Nazi 
dogma. At the age of 11 he 
joined the Hitler Youth and in 
1940 became a member of the 
Labor Front. That same year he 
officially became a member of 
the N.S.D.A.P (Nazi Party). Per­
haps drawn by party ideology as 
much as glamour, Spitzenpfeil 
joined the Fallschirmjagers in 
1941.

In 1944 the regiment was 
transferred to Normandy, France 
to be held as reserves for the 
expected Allied invasion. Ironi­
cally, though designated as re­
serves, the 6th Regiment was the 
only German fighting force fully 
prepared when the invasion oc­
curred on June 6.

The regiment was in the 
middle of live-fire field exercises 
with troops deployed and artillery 
dug in when suddenly Allied para­
troopers began dropping into the 
middle of the training grounds. 
One of the first allied soldiers to 
hit the ground was Reverend 
George Woods, who later became 
a priest at the Church of the Na­
tivity in Huntsville.

The same troops who were fir­
ing at Father Woods would soon 
know Huntsville well.

Using a combination of ar­
mor and overwhelming air su­
periority, the allies rolled over 
the makeshift German defenses. 
Within days the 6th Regiment 
was reduced to small pockets 
of men fighting desperately to 
survive against overwhelming 
odds. A German private, George 
Remer, later recalled the battle.

“We couldn’t move. Every 
time we tried, airplanes spotted 
us and artillery would fire at our 
positions. We were fighting 
tanks and airplanes with rifles. 
The worst thing was the thirst and 

the smells - we had run out of 
water days before but to move 
was almost certain death - we had 
to stay in our holes with dead cows 
and bodies lying just feet from us.”

Although the Germans had 
been taught that surrender was 
the ultimate disgrace, reality 
soon won out and the Allies be­
gan taking vast numbers of pris­
oners. Among the captives were 
the 272 soldiers of the 
Fallschirmjager. After being re­
lieved of their weapons and hel­
mets the prisoners were 
marched to the beach where they 
were loaded into the empty hull 
of a cargo ship destined for 
Glasgow, Scotland.

In Scotland, the prisoners 
were transferred to a temporary
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POW camp that held almost 
135,000 captives. No prepara­
tions had been made for the 
large number of prisoners and 
as a result the camp was hast­
ily thrown together with an un­
ruly and disorganized mob held 
behind the barbed wire.

The noncoms of the 6th Regi­
ment POW’s immediately set 
about restoring order among 
their troops. While other units 
deteriorated into leaderless 
masses, the 6th Regiment set 
themselves apart by the rigid 
military discipline they submit­
ted to willingly, a trait that would 
follow them throughout their 
captivity. According to the 
Glasgow News, the regiment, 
when ordered to board a Lib­
erty ship destined for the United 
States, infuriated its guards 
when it formed ranks and 
marched, goose-stepping, to the 
embarkation point while sing­
ing German military anthems.

After disembarking in New 
York the POW’s were shipped by 
train to Camp Forrest, near 
Tullahoma, Tennessee. Private 
Heinz Pabel described the train 
ride.

“We laughed and jeered at the 
flimsy construction of the 
wooden houses. All the cities we 
passed through seemed built 
haphazardly with no plan in 
mind. How could a country like 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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this defeat the Reich? But as the 
miles grew longer we began to 
realize the vastness of the coun­
try and our bravado turned into 
hopelessness.”

Camp Forrest had originally 
been authorized in 1942 as an in­
ternment camp for Japanese 
civilians. As the war in Europe 
grew in intensity, however, it was 
decided to convert the camp to a 
German POW camp with the 
capacity to hold 3,000 prisoners. 
By June of 1944, the camp held 
almost 22,000 prisoners. Much of 
the overcrowding was alleviated 
by the establishment of sub­
camps throughout Tennessee and 
Georgia where they were em­
ployed in non-war essential jobs.

Upon arrival at Camp Forrest, 
all POW groups went through an 
informal classification. Class 1 
was considered suitable for 
employment with minimum con­
trol; class 2 was employment with 
guards and class 3 prisoners were 
to be segregated from the others 
and not allowed employment 
away from camp. Normally the 
last classification was reserved for 
the elite, such as paratroopers and 
submariners who might have an 
influence over ordinary troops.

The submariners were trans­
ferred to Anniston, Alabama and 
the remnants of the 6th Regiment, 
apparently the only paratroopers 
at Camp Forrest, were ordered
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People Keep ASKING....What can we do to 
Keep the Government out of our Bedrooms?

1. Ask the Senator who proposed the law banning 
the sale of marital aids (adult toys) to Initiate and 
Support a corrective revision to the 1998 Anti­
Obscenity Enforcement Act. *A post card is provided.

2. Ask a Supreme Being for their divine 
intervention to persuade the Supreme Court to hear 
the Williams -vs- A.G. King. *The High Court chooses 
to hear only a small fraction of cases presented.

3. Check your local Television Network listings this 
Fall/Spring for a proposed new Television Series 
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to the newly established Camp Huntsville.
Chambers Construction Company of 

Athens had been awarded a contract on 
July 24, 1944 to construct the basic 
camp which consisted of three wooden 
buildings and a barbed wire enclosure 
with guard towers at each corner. A sick 
bay was located in one end of the mess 
hall, although seriously ill patients were 
sent to the University of Alabama cam­
pus in Tuscaloosa where McFarland Hall 
had been converted for use as a POW 
hospital. The enclosure was approxi­
mately 600' by 400', fronting on Dodd 
Road. A motor transport pool was lo­
cated across the road.

Two weeks later 250 of the 6th Regi­
ment POW’s arrived and were immedi­
ately separated into groups of six. Each 
group was then assigned a tent with a 
small wood burning stove and given a 
“kit” bag in which to store personal be­
longings.

Almost from the beginning the POW’s 
seemed determined not to appear de­
feated. “They were haughty,” said one 
former guard. “You could give them an 
order and they would look at you like 
you were nothing. I’ve seen them stand 
at attention in the hot sun for hours with­
out flexing a muscle, waiting for one of 
their people to give them an order. But 
an American couldn’t even get them to 
pick up a cigarette butt.”

The camp quickly took on the ap­
pearances of a regular German army 
camp. Reveille at 6:00 in the morning, 
formation and roll call at 6:30 and 
breakfast at 7. The prisoners worked 
from 7:30 until 4:30 when they would 
fall in for another roll call. After dinner 
there was usually another formation, 
this time called by the Germans, to take 
care of camp business, mail call and 
other items relating to the welfare of the 
prisoners. In one instance, when a POW 
was accused of stealing from a tent mate, 
he was tried by his own comrades before 
the entire camp. After being found guilty, 
he was ordered to walk sentry duty four 
weekends in a row (inside the barbed 
wire).

After helping to complete the construc­
tion of the camp, the POW’s were assigned 
to work in a rock quarry where they broke 
rocks with a 12 pound hammer for eight 
hours at a stretch. More important than

the gravel used in road 
building was the coopera­
tion gained by such labor. 
While most POW s initially 
resisted being assigned to 
work details, a month’s 
hard labor at breaking 
rocks caused all but the 
most fanatical to volun­
teer. After the first several 
months, the stone 
quarry seems to have 
been used primarily as 
a punishment detail.

About half of the 
prisoners were assigned 
regular jobs such as 
kitchen detail, barbers, 
sanitation and grass cut­
ting. The other half were 
“temporary workers.” 
They would stand in for­
mation every morning 
while civilian “foremen” 
would tell the guards how 
many prisoners they
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needed that day for certain jobs. 
The guards would then inform 
the German noncoms, who would 
order the appropriate number of 
people to “fall out” and board the 
trucks. Most of these POW’s were 
used in road construction and 
spraying for mosquitos in the 
malaria infested marsh lands of
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the Arsenal. Each prisoner was 
paid 80 cents a day, in canteen 
script.

Although the POW’s were 
elite soldiers, they were still vir­
ile young men who would go to 
great extremes to be around the 
fairer sex. Often when sent to the 
area on a garbage detail the men 
would loiter as long as possible 
hoping for glances of the female 
workers. In several instances 
POW's actually posed as jani­
tors until they were discovered 
and sent on their way.

The POW’s favorite job as­
signment was the garbage detail. 
Not only did they get to travel 
all over the base but it gave them 
the opportunity to “organize” 
items such as reading materi­
als, radios and odd pieces of 
clothing.

In a typical case of govern­
ment bureaucracy, the prisoners 
were not allowed to purchase 
any type of reading material but 
could receive it if someone sent 
it to them. Many of the POW’s 
took advantage of this by writ­
ing relatives who lived in the 
states. An aunt of Karl 
Spitzenpfeil, who lived in New 
York, sent a large box of books 
along with packets of flower 
seeds which were planted along 
the camp walk ways.

“All the prisoners were 
treated correctly,” Spitzenpfeil 
later said, although probably 
with a certain amount of exag­
geration. A former guard laughs 
at the story of POW’s getting two 
cases of beer each for their 
birthdays. “The truth was they 
would trade us cartons of ciga­
rettes they had gotten from the 
canteen and we would trade them 
in town for beer. For every three 
cases we would give them two 
and we would keep one.”

In all POW camps there was a 
constant struggle for the “souls” 
of the POW’s. Prisoners who 
would renounce Nazism and 
agree to cooperate with the au­

thorities were 
deemed 
“progressives” and 
offered better work­
ing conditions as an 
incentive, as well as 
being sent to re-edu­
cation camps. In 
most camps becom­
ing a “progressive” 
was viewed as being 
a traitor and was se­
verely dealt with, of­
ten with a beating in 
the middle of the 
night. An ex-POW 
from another camp, 
now living in Hunts­
ville, later told how 
the “fanatics” terror­
ized the prisoners, 
sometimes adminis­
tering beatings for of­
fenses as simple as 
talking to a guard. As 
far as is known, no 
one in the 6th Regi-
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ment ever applied for “re-educa­
tion.”

Oddly, few people in Madi­
son County even knew there was 
a German POW camp in their 
midst. All news of the camp was 
censored and even the guards 
were under strict orders not to 
talk about it. In one case two 
POW’s actually walked off from 
a work detail and hitchhiked 
into Huntsville where they went 
to an evening matinee movie and 
then went next door to a restau­
rant and enjoyed a large meal. 
When it came time to pay the 
bill they calmly told the restau­
rateur to call the base so they 
could turn themselves in. Even 
though they were clad in pris­
oners uniforms with large white 
letters painted on the legs and 
sleeves, no one had thought it 
was unusual!

From the original contingent 
of 250 prisoners the camp had 
grown to hold over 1,200 by 
March of 1945. Small groups 
of prisoners were continuously 
being transferred in and out but 
the total number appears to 
have remained at between 1,100 
and 1,300 until the camp was 
closed down.

As the days turned into 
months the prisoners began to 
realize the hopelessness of their 
situation. In Europe, if a pris­
oner could escape, he at least 
had a chance to make it back to 
his own lines. In America, a 
prisoner had no chance what­
soever. Even more bitter was the 
realization that with an Allied 
victory they would be able to 
return home, but as a nation 
defeated. Most of the men were 
torn between wanting to go home 
and wanting the war to continue.

“When you win, nothing 
hurts.”

Joe Namath, University of 
Alabama

Though there were no escapes 
from Camp Huntsville, in nearby 
Camp Forrest there were four es­
capes and seven suicides as the 
war entered its final days.

Henry Gibbons, a former 
guard, described the end of the 
war. “We received orders to double 
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the guards around the fence but 
they didn’t tell us why. The base 
sent over a detachment of M.P’s 
and we posted them next to the 
gate. In a little while an American 
officer drove up and entered the 
camp where he stayed for a few 
minutes and then left. Shortly af-
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terwards the POW’s lined up in 
formation and one of their offic­
ers gave a speech. I couldn’t un­
derstand him but they told me 
later what he said.

“The Fuhr er is dead. He has 
fallen in the defense of the Fa­
therland. You are reminded that 
you have taken an oath as a Ger­
man soldier and shall be ex­
pected to act accordingly.

“For the first time,” Gibbons 
continued, “those boys really 
looked whipped. You could just 
see all the hot air going out of 
them.”

If the Pow’s had been expect­
ing a quick return home, they 
were to be disappointed. Almost 
immediately new regulations 
went into effect. Whereas before 
officers and noncoms, under the 
Geneva Convention, could not 
be forced to work, after the sur­
render all POW’s were required 
to work regardless of rank.

The recalcitrants who refused 
were placed on a special diet, 
called the “Camp Forrest dinner,” 
consisting of milk and herring. 
Huge quantities of herring had 
been shipped to the States by 
Great Britain in partial payment 
for war loans but when the 
United States troops refused to 
eat it, a large amount ended up in

“If you want to walk the 
heavenly streets of gold, 

you gotta know the password, 
‘Roll, Tide, Roll!’”

Bear Bryant, coach 
University of Alabama

Camp Forrest from where it was 
shipped to other camps.

A few days of this diet usu­
ally persuaded even the die- 
hards that work in the rock 
quarry was an acceptable alter­
native.

An event that was to have even 
more fa-reaching effects occurred 
on June 5, 1945 when all the 
POW’s were assembled and or­
dered to fill out new forms. This 
form, unlike others they had al­
ready filled out, asked for infor­
mation on political organizations 
they had been a part of.

Karl Spitzenpfeil, as many 
others did, while not realizing the
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1945. For the first time the men 
of the 6th Regiment were sepa­
rated with many being sent to the 
Midwest to help with the harvest 
and a few to a camp outside of 
Chicago.

The last group of POW’s left 
Huntsville at the end of October 
after helping to demolish the 
camp. Lumber from the buildings 
were stacked in neat piles, later 
to be used for other construction 
on the Arsenal. The tents were 
returned to Army warehouses and 
even the gravel walkways in the 
camp were completely erased.

The United States government 
marked all the records concern­
ing the camp as “Classified,” 
thereby effectively erasing it from 
history. Almost a half century later 
personnel files of the POW’s were 
shipped to Germany where they 
remain sealed.

For Karl Spitzenpfeil, the 
war was far from being over. 
After leaving Huntsville he was 
sent to Nebraska where he 
helped to harvest potatoes.

At this time they were slowly 
beginning to return POW’s to Ger­
many with the “politically correct” 
being sent first. Others who had 
acknowledged being members of 
the Nazi party suffered a differ­
ent fate.

In January of 1946 
Spitzenpfeil was sent to San 
Francisco where he boarded a 
ship bound for England with 
most of the other POW’s from 
Camp Huntsville. There, they 
were joined by another 900 
members of the 6th 
Fallschirmjager Regiment who 
had been held in other POW 
camps.

Liz Ford
House Cleaning

Commercial & Residential 

684-1957 
mslizcleansweep27 @ yahoo.com

They were held in England for 
another two years after the war 
helping to repair war damage, 
“doing penance” for having once 
been Germany’s elite.

In 1982 Karl Spizenpfeil re­
turned to Huntsville for a visit. 
After touring Redstone Arsenal 
and seeing the site where he once 
broke rocks, he asked to be 
taken to the site of the camp.

There was nothing left of the 
camp to stir his memory. All 
traces had long ago disappeared. 
Spitzenpfeil stood for a long 
moment staring at the site be­
fore finally turning away.

“It’s good,” he said. “It’s good 
it is gone.”

Karl Spitzenpfeil died in 
1996 in Michelau, Germany.

“The patient was in his usual 
state of good health until his 
airplane ran out of gas and 
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Memories of 
Farley

by Helen & Jack Hagler

Soon after we moved to Weatherly Road in 
1957, Mrs. Claude Buchanan and Mr. Doug Ray 
came to welcome us to the neighborhood They 
invited us to visit Farley Methodist Church. At 
the time we were members of Holmes Street 
Methodist and were very happy there. So, we 
declined their gracious invitation.

Helen was invited to join the Farley 
Homemaker's Club. She did and became ac­
quainted with several ladies of the commu­
nity including some who were members of 
Farley Methodist.

One day in 1960 as we were driving down 
Weatherly Road, we saw a sign near the rail­
road proclaiming "Future Home of Farley Meth­
odist Church". We decided then and there to join 
Farley and transferred our memberships in Oc­
tober of 1960.

The good folks at Farley welcomed us and 
immediately put us to work. One of our earli­
est assignments was the sale of $75,000 worth 
of Church Bonds to build the first increment 
of a new building on Weatherly Road (close to 
South Parkway). The congregation was divided 
into sales teams and I was made captain of a 
team.

Most of the bonds sold quickly, but as the 
days dragged on. we still had $5,000 worth of 
unsold bonds. I asked around (again) at work at 
Thiokol. A co-worker said that a Dr. Evans, an­
other coworker, had some money he wanted to 
invest.

I contacted him and was invited to his home 
on Monte Sano that evening to discuss the offer­
ing.

I drove to the address given to find a very 
small mobile home. Surely this must be the 
wrong address, I thought. I knocked on the door 
and was greeted by a very gracious Dr. Evans 
who invited me in. I thought: "Oh well, I may as 
well go ahead with my pitch since I'm here.” Af­
ter describing the available bonds, I asked if he 
was interested in any of them.

"I'll take them all!" was his reply. He gave me 
a check for $5,000.1 was so excited, I didn't re­
member driving back down the mountain to Mrs. 
Buck's home to register the bond sale. (I think I 
might have "flown").

We have fond memories of the many families who 
were members of Farley at the time we joined and who 
were instrumental in making the move to our present 
site on Weatherly Road. To name some of them: The 
Claude Buchanan family - who were pillars of the 
Church and were principal forces behind the move; 
the families of Montgomery, Ed Day, Miss Lillie Latham 
and her sister, Mrs. Mattie Lee McNaul, the Byrams; 
Bernice Harper, Ray McComb, Clem, Womack, Bennett 
and Nicholson. And of course, our Pastor, J. Paul Rowe, 
who was our last minister at Farley and our first at 
Latham.
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Even though Huntsville was entering the space age in 1955, mules were still a common sight 
downtown. That same year Wernher von Braun took the oath to become an American citizen, 
Memorial Parkway was opened to traffic and Huntsville boasted nine public schools with an 
enrollment of 4,300 students.

Those days are long gone, but the folks at Propst Drug store still 
believe in offering the same dedicated, personal service that makes 
our city a special place to live.
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Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 days a week 
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