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Lewter's Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.

While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more
employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers
insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the

same location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777



Where
Ghosts
Walk

Anne Lowry stared at the
note, hardly daring to believe the
words she was reading. “I'm go-
ing to try to come to you.
Douglas.”

Her face flushed as she
thought about the last time she
had seen her husband. It had
been almost two years earlier,
in 1862, and they had been mar-
ried for only a month when he
came home one day and an-
nounced he had joined the armmyy.
She remembered how she had
cried, begging him not to go, and
how he had laughed, saying the
Yankees would be whipped
before Christmas. She remem-
bered how he had leaned down
from his horse and kissed her for
the last time before leaving to joiii
his unit.

They had lived near the small
town of Winchester, Tennessee
at the time and for a while after
Douglas left it was easy to for-
get there was a bitter war rag-
ing. Time seemed to crawl as
Anne tended the farm and waited
patiently for letters from her hus-

band. Christmas eame and went
and the war dragged on.

Slowly, however, the conflict
grew closer to home. At first it
was just partisan bands, both
Union and Confederate, who
would appear suddenly at the
front gate asking for food. Then,
as the Union troops began their
advance toward the Tennessee
Valley, the eouniryside became
overrun with irregulars, deserters
and all the other flotsam ofwar.

The chickens were the first to
go, followed by the pigs and cattle.
The barn was burned and the
corn erib looted. Next to go were
Douglas’ two slaves, Jim and Bo,
who simply disappeared one day
leaving the plow still hitched to the
mule in the fleld. Anne was not
really surprised. Slaves every-
where were walking offthe farms
and flocking to the Union lines in
search offreedom.

That left only Anne and Aunt
Missy to run the farm. Aunt
Missy was a very large woman
who probably weighed 250 or 275
pounds, with ebony black skin.
She had belonged to Anne’s father
and had raised her since she was
a baby. Although Aunt Missy was
a slave, she was quick to point out
that it was “her” farm, “her” mule
and even Anne belonged to “her.”

As iff to back up her point,
Aunt Missy carried an ancient
muzzle loading pistol in her
apron. It was against the law for
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a slave to own a gun but ne ene
wanted to argue with Aunt
Missy.

By the summer of 1864 con-
ditions had gotten toe the point
where Anne and Aunt Missy were
forced to take turns sitting up
at might trying to guard the
house. After one particularly
harrowing night when a group
of irregulars, frustrated in their
search for loot, set the house
on fire, Aunt Missy realized it
was just a matter of time be-
fore they would be burned out.

Early the next morning Aunt
Missy walked to the nearby
mountains where she had hidden
a mule. After hitching it to a
wagon she returned to the house
and told Anne that they were
leaving. Anne protested, saying
she wanted to stay and walit for
her husband to come home, but
Aunt Missy wisely pointed out
that the farm was no place for a
lone woman with no man to
protect her.

Aunt Missy had decided they
were going to Huntsville, where
Anne had family. Anne’s seeond
cousin. John Tate Lowry, was a
sueecessful businessman who
owned a large home where Anne
and Aunt Missy could seek ref-
uge. Also, Huntsville was oceu-
pied by Regular Army Union
soldiers who, Aunt Missy
hoped, would be less tolerant of
the looting and mayhem they were
escaping from.

Although it had been years
since she had visited her rela-
tives, Anne still felt a surge of
pride as they turned the horse
and wagon off Meridian Pike
and onto the long drive leading
to the Lowry House. Her great
uncle had eriginally purchased
the land in 1809 and had settled
in a log cabin. As the family and
plantation grew more prosper-
ous they had torn down the
cabin and bullt a large two story
home on the site in 1850. The
plantation had grown into a self
suffficient community with
barns, blacksmith shops, slave
cabins, carriage houses and
smoke houses, with large fields
of eotton and wheat radiating
out from around them.

The homeecoming was joyful
but tinged with sadness as Eliza-
beth, John Tate’s mother, filled
them in on the ecurrent state of
affairs in Huntsville. Her hus-
band and two nephews had fled
south, across the river, to keep
from taking the hated Union
oath. She had decided to stay
on the plantation with her son
John Tate and her grandson
Samuel, but with each passing
day it was becoming harder to
survive. The slaves had mostly
fled and there were none to work
the fields and gardens. Mer-
chants in town were demanding
greenbacks for supplies and
Elizabeth, like thousands of
other Southern women, was

——

In 1938 Huntsville was recov-
ering from the Great Depression.
Money was hard to come by and
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Kids in north Alabama now have access right here in Huntsville to the resources of St. Jude Children's Research Hospital.
Certain cancers and blood disorders are being treated at the new St. Jude Clinic at Huntsville Hospital for Women &
Children.The outpatient clinic is led by Huntsville Hospital pediatric hematologist/oncologist Dr. Lucille Ferrante.

If you would like more information call us, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday at (256) 265-JUDE or visit our website.
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forced to barter for whatever food
was available. The only bright ray
of sunshine was that the Union
army was finally able to stop the
wanton looting that had plagued
Huntsville for months.

Despite the hardships, Anne
and Aunt Missy were relieved to
have found a refuge. Anne was
installed in an upstairs bed-
room and Aunt Missy, in a man-
ner reminiscent of a latter day
drill sergeant, took control of
“her” plantation and “her” fam-
ily. After taking stock of the
meagre food supplies she turned
her attention to the rear of the
house where a group of ex-
slaves had gathered waiting for
their evening meal. In her nor-
mal eurt manner she asked the
men what kind of work they did
on the plantation.

“Oh, we don’t have to work
no more,” one of them replied.
“Were free now!”

Aunt Missy paused a mo-
ment before finally replying. “No
work - no food. If you ain’t go-
ing to work then get off this
placel”

As she began to walk away,
some of the men began mutter-
ing threats, saying she had no
right to order them around.
Suddenly turning around, she
pulled the anecient pistel from
her apron and repeated her pre-
vious warning. “If you ain’t go-
ing to work then get off this
place!”

Within a few minutes most
had wisely decided to leave. The
remaining ones were put to work

plowing a patch ofland. “At least
we’ll have turnip greens to eat
this winter,” she thought.

Days, weeks and months
passed and life settled into a
pattern. Elizabeth and Anne
would walk to town every few
days trying to find supplies they
could purchase or barter for.
About once a week Aunt Missy
would hiteh the mule to the
wagon and disappear into the
countryside. Oftentimes she
would return with a few chick-
ens or maybe a couple bushels
of corn. When asked how she
acquired them, Aunt Missy
would reply, “Homey, don’t ask
no questions. Just eat.”

The worst part for Anne was
the waiting. She lived for the few
letters from her husband that
would occasionally be smuggled
through the lines. She learned
he was at Chattanooga and had
taken part in a great battle. She
heard he was in Georgia and
had been captured after being
wounded. And then, late one
evening, a paroled soldier
knoecked at the door with the
news that Douglas had esecaped,
leaping off a train near South
Pittsburgh, Tennessee. Before he
had jumped he had given the
soldier a note to give to Anne.

“Im going to try to come to
you. Douglas.”

For the first time in almost
two years Anne was bubbling
with happiness. A huadred
times a day she would rush to
the front window, looking hope-
fully down the long drive, praying
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she would see her husband.
Several weeks later, toward
the end of November, rumors
began spreading about the
Union army leaving Huntsville.
A large Confederate force was
supposed to be threatening the
city and the Union forces had
decided to retreat. At first ev-
erybody discounted the stories
but within hours it appeared to
be true. Anne, Elizabeth and
Aunt Missy stood on the front
porch of the Lowry house watch-
ing the army and its sympathiz-
ers fleeing Huntsville. What had
at first been just a few wagons
or a couple stray units quickly
turned into an waruly mob as
Meridian Pike became choked
with shouting and cursing teagm-
sters and soldiers.
Occasionally small groups
would break away from the con-
gestion and make their way up
the drive where they would de-
mand food, jewelry, or money.
Most would leave after they were
told there was nothing of value
in the house but a few were more
persistent and had to deal with
Aunt Missy who would angrily
order them offthe property. Sev-
eral times, when all else failed,

* Office Relocation

* Records Storage

* Guaranteed Pick-up &
Delivery Dates

* Owner on Every Job

* Commercial & Residential

* Licensed, Bonded & Insured

* All Types

* Free Estimates

she was forced to threaten them
with her ancient pistol.

Late that evening they were
visited by a friend from town
who warned them they had to
flee. The retreating army had
turned into a unruly mob and
no one was safe. They were burn-
ing and looting at will and a
house full of women would be
& prime target. As if to empha-
size his point, he motioned toward
town. Even from a mile away they
could see the flames from Greene
Academy which had been set on
fire. Other smaller fires dotted the
horizomn.

Elizabeth quickly made a de-
cision to leave. As Aunt Missy
began to gather extra clothing in
a small bag Anne suddenly an-
nounced she was not leaving:
she was going to waiit for her
husband. Despite their best ef-
forts they were unable to con-
vince her to leave.

Shaking her head, Aunt
Missy finally decided the issue.
“Pm staying t00.”

As soon as Elizabeth and the
visitor left Aunt Missy began to
gather buckets and pans, filling
them with water in case of a fire.
Nesxt she turned her attention to

HALL BROTHERS MOVING
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Vanir Mantel Headauartm Promdh Presents

Makers of Fine Furniture Quality Mantels

* Choose from 26 different mantels
and 8 different shelves.

* Unfinished to stain or paint in your
ehoice of colors.

* Bring in your fireplace measure-
ments for professional assistance in
selecting the correct size.

——

HOME & HEARTH, INC.

2611 University Drive
Hunisville Al 35816
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the back door which she barri-
caded with pieces of heavy fur-
niture. As she turned to leave
the kitchen she noticed an ax
standing in the corner which she
carried to the front of the house
and placed next to the door.

As Aunt Missy stood won-
dering what else she could do
Anne asked, “Do you think it
will stop them?”

“For about two minutes,”
Aunt Missy thought but didn’t
say. Instead she turned to Anne
and wrapped her in her massive
arms, saying “We’re going to be
fine, but I want you to stay in the
house. Ifthat bunch sees a young
white woman all by herselfwe will
both be finished.”

Thus began a night of terror
unimaginable for anyone today.
As darkness began to sink over
Huatsville more and more
people crowded the roads try-
ing to escape. Deserters, irregu-
lars and camp followers
swarmed the neighborhood, de-
termined to steal anything they
could and wreak havoc on the
city they were fleeing from.

Aunt Missy stationed herself
on the porch using every imag-
inable trick to keep the crowd
at bay. Sometimes she would
threaten, other times she would
plead. A few times she claimed
that Confederate soldiers were
only a few hundred yards away.

Despite the best efforts of
Aunt Missy, it was not enough. It
started with a few drunken sol-
diers throwing rocks through the
windows followed a few minutes
later by the barns being set on fire.

One small group of men tried to
force their way through the front
door. Aunt Missy tried to threaten
them with her pistel but it was
useless - the gun had never
worked since the day she found it
years earlier.

Determined to stop the intrud-
ers, Aunt Missy grabbed the ax
and began wildly swinging. A sol-
dier began beating her in the head
with his rifle. Anne, watching from
inside the house, saw what was
happening and ran outside.
Screaming, shouting and in a
blind rage she began beating and
clawing at the soldiers trying to
make them stop beating her Aunt
Missy. A shot was fired and a sec-
ond later Anne fell to the ground.

Something changed in those
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few moments. Perhaps it was the
sight of a beautiful young woman
lying lifeless under the evening’s
dew. Or perhaps it was the sight
of a huge black woman clutching
an ax in her hands, her head bat-
tered and bleeding and her body
convulsing with sobs as she stood
guard over her mistress’ body. We
don’t know.

But for whatever reason the
Lowry House escaped any further
damage that night.

Anne was buried somewhere
on the grounds of the planta-
tion; the exact location is not
known. Aunt Missy recovered and
continued living with the Lowry
family until her death a few years
later.

The Union Army reoccupied
Huntsville shortly afterwards
and life returned to almost nor-
mal. After the war several at-
tempts were made to try to re-
build the plantation teo its
former glory, but none were
successful.

And there our story would
have ended had it not been for the
eerie legends associated with the

home.

Almost immediately after the
war, rumors began to circulate in
the neighborhood about alleged
supernatural things occurring in
the home. Lanterns would flicker
in an upstairs window late at night
but no one would be there. Foot-
steps were heard in an empty
room. Sometimes a ghostly
seream would pierce the night air
but no one eould tell where it came
from.

Even more eerie was the
shadowy form of a woman who
would ocecasionally be seen
watching from an upstairs win-
dow. Locals, familiar with the
homes history, said it was Anne,
still waiting and watching for
her husband to come home.

Perhaps the strangest thing
was the ax that kept appearing
near the front door. Family mem-
bers would ecarry it back to the
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wood shed, sometimes even plac-
ing a padlock on the doeor, but a
few days or weeks later it would
once again be back where Aunt
Missy had placed it many years
ago.
Over the years parts of the
farm were sold offand the house
became almost hidden by new
residential and commercial de-
velopments around it. By the
late 1900s the home had been
largely forgotten, its once beau-
tifully landscaped yard filled with
rubble and the house sinking into
decay. Some people still talked
about the home’s history but for
most it was simply the haunted
house.

In 1998 a local business-
man, Loule Tippett, purchased
the home. He had always been
fascinated with the home’s his-
tory and when it came on the
market he jumped at the chance
to preserve a part of Huntsville’s
history. By this time the house
had deteriorated to the point
where the city was talking about
condemningit.

Perhaps it was because the

spirits of Anne and Aunt Missy
were being disturbed, or maybe
it was just eoineidence, but for
whatever reason the next few
years proved harrowing for the
people doing the renovation.
Construction workers told of
power tools that would suddenly
start running even though they
were unplugged. Women’s voices

would be heard from an upstairs
bedroom but no one would be
there.

One of the workers wore a
replica of a Union soldier’s cap
to work one day. At lunch he
went out to his truck to listen to
the radio, leaving the cap lying on
a work bench. Minutes later he
heard loud crashing noises com-
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Decatur, Al 35601
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ing from the house. When he
rushed to see what was happen-
ing he found all the work benches
overturned, tools secattered all
about the room and the Union cap
lying in a corner crumbled and
torn as ifsomeone had purposely
tried to destroy it.

The worker walked offthe job,
refusing to ever enter the house
again.

Strangely, as the home slowly
began to regain its former gran-
deur, the ghostly occurrences
seemed to take on a more benign
nature, almost as if the spirits
approved ofthe work being done.
There are still footsteps coming
from nowhere and a shadowy fig-
ure can still occasionally be seen
in the window, but if one listens
carefully one might also hear the
soothing voice of a young woman
singing softly in some far-offdark
corner of the house.

An ax still mysteriously ap-
pears next to the front door
sometimes. After moving it doz-
ens of times Tippett has cho-
sen to just leave it in place.

Pattrick Brooks, a well
known researcher of supernatu-
ral phenomenon, recently spent
time investigating the rumeors
surrounding the Lowry home.
In his final report he wrote:

".... To deny tthe existence of
the wniknown is to deny the im-
mortality of man. Whether this
wnknown factor is ealled
spirits, ghosts or angels, it
remains afact that we have all,
at some point in our lives, been

I

affected by something we can
not explain.

.. Wihen Anne Lowry died
her greatest desire was to be
with her husband. Perhaps her
love was of a nature powerfiil
enough to transcend a wnortal
death. Ifso, her spirit will con-
tinue to linger on earth wniil
time Gmrnortal or wnatil she is

Sfimally wewnited with her
hushand in another wworld, the
existenece of which we cannot
begin tofathom.

And wntil that time comes,
Awnt Missy will always be there
to protect her.”

“Congratulations on your
promotion. Before you go,
would you like to take this knife
out of my back? You’ll probably
need it again.”
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News from 1923

- Out on the Meridian Pike last night, around e
o'clock, a Negro driving a Buick Four, operating as
taxi, ran into a Ford car with a man and his family
occupying the car and driving in the direction of New
Market. Two wheels of the Ford were knocked off
and one of the ladies was thrown to the ground, suf-
fering several cuts about the face. The man was later
arrested and placed in jail. The names of the parties
could not be learned.

- Charlie Fears was arrested for public intoxica-
tion again. Enough said.

- While Mrs. Walter Beirne was driving along East
Holmes street late Saturday afternoon, her car ran into
a bay carriage containing a little one, but fortunately with-
out harm to the child. Mrs. Beirne was so shocked that
she is said to have fainted on the scene, but was soon
revived. She offered every assistance to the child hit by /
her car before proceeding on her way.

- The Huntsville branch of the Ku Klux Klan is to
hold a big open air meeting tonight at 9 o'clock on
the football field, Big Spring branch, to which the
public is given a cordial invitation to attend. The

==

meeting is to be known as Public Naturalization and ) ‘
there will be a big parade of Klan members down .
Miller street to the swimming pool and other places. It S Europea‘n"

The Klan announces it aim for 1923 as "A United 964 Airport Road < 880-9920

States flag on, and a Bible in, every school.”
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Telephones

Come to

Gurley, Alabama

By Whilliam Sibley

Life was simple in many
parts of Alabama and in some
parts of the United States in the
late 1800s and the early 1900s,
but the small railroad town eof
Gurley, Alabama, located in the
extreme eastern Madison
County was a very busy, progres-
sive settlement.

About 1891, the town lost
its high school, Gurley High
School, also known as the
Gurley Academmy, to a fire that
completely destroyed the build-
ing, leaving the high scheool stu-
dents with no place to continue
their secondary education. At
least one pupil went to another
state to continue her schooling.

In 1894, the Robert Donnell
Presbytery of the Cumberiand
Presbyterian Church opened a
high school in Gurley in a beau-
tiful building which was de-
scribed as resembling a Vieto-
rian mansion. The school, Rob-
ert Donnell High School, was a
forerunner of Madison County
High School, and was a prep
school where pupils were edu-
cated in English, Greek, Latin,
History, Mathematics, Science,
Art, Musie, Elocution, Psychoi-
ogy, and other subjects, includ-
ing courses in bookkeeping,
Graduates of the prep school
could enter college at the sopho-
more level.

CT. (hmn Feed & Seed
Lawn & (arden Supplies

Dormitories for both boys and
girls were built for the school but
still could not accommodate all of
the pupils who enrolled. Citizens
of the town of Gurley took in
boarding students so that nobody
was turned away. Pupils from all
across Madison Cowiity and many
other parts of Alabama and some
pupils from states adjacent to Ala-
bama came to Gurley to go to high
school. When graduation exer-
cises were held at the high school,
Gurley's two modern hotels were
filled to capacity with visitors and
families of the graduates. During
the late 1800s and the early
1900s, Hotel Gurley listed its "New
Arrivals" in the local newspaper,
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THE GURLEY HERALD, giving
the names of the guests and their
hometowns. Guest registers
showed that visitors from many
parts of the United States came
to Gurley and spent one or more
nights in the popular hotel. Most
of the guests came from Alabama
and Tennessee, but some came
from Virginia, Iowa, New York,
Louisiana, Georgia, Ohio, and
Michigan, as well as other places.
With so many people passing
through Gurley, the town began to
see a need for telephones in the
early 1900s. The articles below
will shew hew the telephone ex-
change came about in Gurley.
Gurley, Alabama, THE
GURLEY HERALD), Feb. 27, 1902
In an article entitled "Local Tele-
phones for Gurley," there was a
report ofa meeting of Gurley busi-
nessmen to consider “the creation
of a local telephone line for our

Alabama
fA/Coin & Silver

BUYING - SELLING - TRADING
ESTATE APPRAISALS

Charles Cataldo, Jr. Owner
Ph. (256) 536-0262
912 Bob Wallace Ave.
Huntsville, Alabama

Yes! We Cater!l!

Wi .
il is
Dine-in or Carry-out!

883-0187

4800 Whitesburg Drive

533-7599

800 Holmes Ave. five Points

464-7811
Madison
On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart
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city." W. A. Sanford was elected
president ofthe group, with J. W.
Roberts serving as secretary ofthe
meeting. Three people from the
group, W. T. Roberts, C. W.
Leftwich, and B. P Phillips, were
appointed as a committee "to con-
fer with different telephone com-
panies in regard to erecting an
exchange."

The telephone committee
went to work immediately and
called on residents and busi-
ness leaders of Guriley, inform-
ing them of how many steps they
ecould save by having a phone
installed and how quickly their
messages could arrive by using
long distance calling. Gurley
was very serious about getting
telephones as can be seen in the
newspaper articles below.

Humtsville, Alabama, THE
REPUBLICAN, "The Gurley De-
partment,” Mar. 21, 1903 "T. R.
Hall, our hustling up-to-date
hotel man, is making an improve-
ment by placing a phone in his
hotel in order to be able to inform
his guests as to the trains that

come in at night, the depot being
closed up, and his eonnections
place him so that he can eall up
Stevenson and find out how the

trains are.”
From the same newspaper,
same date (3-21-1903)

"Gurley is to have a Telephone Ex-
change. Dr. E. O. Williamson and
Ed Leftwich are heading the en-
terprise and have gotten most of
the material on the ground. They
will eonnect with the American 1
Bell long distance at this place.”
Five day after the article
above appeared in THE
GURLEY HERALD, the same |
newspaper printed in its Mar.
26, 1903 edition, "The telephone I
exchange for Gurley is a sure
thing." The article also indicated
that the neeessary supplies for
the exchange had arrived and
expressed the hopes that "the
exchange would be in operation ,
at a very early date ... and would
be a great benefit to the town."
Less than five months after
the article above appeared in THE

| Humisville's Newest & Most
Modern Fagility

[ — W NS N e e

GURLEY HERALD, the same = e s

Need Someone
to talk to
your Club?

Long time Hunisville native
and regular writer for Old Hunis-
ville, Johnny Johnston will be glad
to speak before your group about
Huntsville, the way it used to be.
Thers is no charge.

He is a highly regarded
speaker whose talks about
Huntsville's history are guaranteed
to keep the audience enthralled.

Call Johnny Johnston
(256) 656-9575

Brookshire Health Care
Skilled Nursing Facility

4320 Judith Lane
Huntsville AL 35805

(256) 837 1730
Fax (256) 430 3287

Committed to Compassion
Striving for Excellence
Serving Responsibly

Our Team Includes:

Physicians, Nurses, Physical Therapist,

Occupational Therapist, Social Worker, Speech Therapist,
Activities Director and Registered Dietician.

Short term rehabilitation, long term care, & complex medical care:

Whether the need is for short term rehabilitation,
oF whether you would like to make Brookshire Health Care Center
2 home for you or your loved one,

we look forward to hearing from vou.
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newspaper printed the "Call Card," which
was a telephone directory that listed the
names and numbers of forty-four sulbsecrib-
ers. Each number was a single- or double-
digit number. The exchange was growing and
reported in THE GURLEY HERALD, Oct. 22,
1903, "Gurley now has 55 telephones."”

Jan. 21, 1904 THE GURLEY HERALD
printed a directory of sixty-six subscribers’
names. A few of the numbers were left out,
but it is thought that they were not "unlisted
numbers," but it was probably due te the
newspaper not knowing the number (s).
Among the subscribers were 3 medical doe-
tors, 3 saloons, a mill (probably grist mill),
several grocery stores, a hardware store, a
college (Robert Donnell High School), a liv-
ery stable, a hotel, a bank, a handle factorsy,
aroller mill, the southern depot, and many
residents' numbers.

Since there were several parties on the
same line, some confusion among the call-
ers had to be addressed. It appears that
people did not know which “ring' to an-
swer. The rings of the phone were listed
as R for ring, Lg for long, sht for short, ete.
Also, some offthe citizens apparently did not
know how to make a call and how to hang
up a phone properly after completing their
conversation(s).

T. E. Leftwich wrote some instructions
to exchange subscribers in the 1904 di-
rectory, which said in part, "...Call by aum-
ber only. To call the central office, give the
bell one sharp turn, and then take the hand
telephone from the hook, place firmly
against the ear and listen for the opera-
tor, who will answer..." "Give the operator
the number of the party to whem you wish
to speak. The operator will put the eall
through and inform you if the line is in
use ... After completing your conversation
... return the hand telephone to the hook,
giving the bell one sharp turn to notify the
operator that you have completed your
conversation...”

THE REPUBLICAN, "The Gurley De-
partment,” Feb. 16, 1904: "Miss Estelle
Honey is the new ‘hello girl' and we would
like any system of telephones to get a nieer
gif _.N

“All | can say about the U.S. Senate is
that it opens with a prayer and ¢leses
with an investigation.”

Will Rogers Will Rogers

Behind the Red Caboose on
Churrch Street

Phone 489-9300
Wide Screen TV
Private Camiference Room
Food served inside and on the patio
Available for holiday parties

Huge Menu off Fun Foods prepared by our
own chef, including:

Fried Poitato Cakes
Calamari

Park Chop Nuggets
Fried Mushrooms

Steak Philly

Caitfish Fillet
Chicken Cordon Bleu
Monite Sano Chicken

Fajltas Jalapeno Poppers
Cheese Stiicks Chicken Fries

Fried Zucchini Corn Nuggets
Quesadias Fried Squash

Chicken Philly Sauteed Shrimp
Classie Club Fried Green Tomatoes
Filet Mignon Fried Olkra

Shrimp Jammers Bourbon Glazed Salmon
Popeorn Shritmp Loaded Pwtato Skins

Fried Oysters Fried Pickles

We Fry All Of Our Food In Canola Oil

Live music on the "[Dyqpoi Patio”
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Why Is It
Named
That?

by Dex Nilsson

It's football season, and
rmany local games take place

at these two facilities.

Goldsmith-Schiffman

Field

Huntsville High School used
to be in the neortheast part of
the city in the building at
Randolph and White Streets that
is now the Annie C. Merts Cen-
ter serving the board of educa-
tion. It was only a five-block
march for the school band to
reach the city’s newest football
field. That was back in the
1930s.

Goldsmith-Schiffman Field
opened in 1934. It was the site
of the city’s first night game. The
land had been donated to
Humisville by Oscar, son
Lawrence, and Annie Gold-
smith, and Robert and wife
Elsie Schiffman, in memory of
their wives and mothers. It was
donated specifically for an
athletie field.

Milton Frank Stadium

Milton Frank, originally
from Nashville, starred on the
football team at the University
of Tennessee. Immediately after
graduating in 1934, he came to
Huntsville as teacher and foot-
ball coach at Humtsville High
Sechool. He held those positions
for twelve years. In 1946 Coach
Frank, as he was known, left to
become co-owner of Rose Jew-
elry Company; he was also vice-
president of a jewelry business
in Mobile. The change gave Frank

time to be active in eivic affairs.
He became president of the
Shriners and the Optimist Club,
board member of Christmas
Charities and the Huntsville In-
dustrial Expansion Committee,
and for five years a director of
the Boys Club - to name a few.
Coach Frank died in 1967 at age
56. A few weeks before his
death, the state legislature voted
to change the name of Hunts-
ville Stadium to Milton Frank
Stadium.

Taken from Dex’s book
“Why Is It Named That?” which
contains stories @ff2350 places in
Hunitswillle and Madison County.
Copies are available at Shaver's
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10000 S Memorial Pkwy Huntsville Alabama 256-489-3333

Booles in the Railroad Station
Antigue Mall. Harrison Brothers
Hardware Store, and the Senior
Centter Gift Shop.

Natural Attire

A certain young miss was
arrested last night for riding
a horse along Meridian
Street clothed only in her
natural attire. This was obvi-
ously connected to the hi-jinks
surrounding this year’s gradu-
ation class of Huntsville High
School. Her father is not
pleased.

Jfrom 1924 newspaper

Alpha Estate s & sl

Check our website for information on upcoming auctions.
Downsizing - Moving - Estate Liquidation -We Sell it Alll
We sort, price, mark and sell all your items for you. We're there with
you day of the sale. Sales include homes, furniture, jewelry

Experience, Professionalism
and Excellence to each ofour
customers

Bob Baker, HS.CA.,

Owner

Gary Lee Knight,

Sales Manager

Visit our website for
upcoming sales

www.alphaestatesalkes corr
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A Letter
Home

Sept. 5, 1861
Huntsville Camp Jones

Dear Mattie,

This leaves me tolable well and
I hope it will find you and eur
darling babe doing well. I was rite
sick yesterday. I took my blanket
and went out and took an Eruetic.

I believe that General Nicholsen
is one of our worst boys so far. The
very first night he came here he got
a company of our boys and went to
Huntsville and taken the finest bar
room and drinking saloon that is
in the place.

Taken it with bowie knives and
pistols, so they say, and then
marched something like a hun-
dred men in by fours. Made them
drink and fall back so as to give
room for others.

The police of the city were soon
present and they had, I am told, a
general row, but as good luck would
have it none of them were hurt at
all and Lump Davis was alse in the
crowd and it is a pity for him and
our company and those that he is
connected with that he was in the
frolic.

Nicholson lost his watch and it
was found in Davis' possession. A
court Martial was held and he
proved guilty of the charge.

Davis then acknowledged that
he was guilty, and he then wore a
ball and chain everywhere about 40
Ibs., for 4 days and was marched
across the encampment once a ev-
ery day and the rogues marech
played by all the old drums in the

“After you retire, there’s only
one big event left...and | ain’t
ready for that yet.”

Bobby Bowden, Fla. State
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camp following just behind him

and was drummed out of the

camp this morning. I am sorry [

ever new his name. ButI did.
E.D. Treadwell

if you force your eyes to
continually stay open,
they can pop out.

QROUPS WELCOME OPEN YEAR ROUND
SCHOOL PROGRAMS, CHURCHES,

SENIOR GROUPS, PAMIUES |

.
i

Pasd for by fonde ot

L

YVOTE
Glenn Watsen

]

County Commissioner

District 2

“When lamn elected, roads and schools
will be two effiny main priovities. With your help
we can make a difference.”

Watson
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The
Youngest
Confederate
Soldier

On April 23, 1898, accord-
ing to an article that appeared
in the Huntsville Mercury news-
paper, William Eugene Clutts
filed a request for pension at
the Madison County Court
House. Written beldly on the
front of the application was
"Youngest Soldier in War From
Alabama.”

Aceording to the records,
Clutts was born July 16, 1848
and enlisted in the Confederate
Army at the age of twelve years
and six momths.

On November 15, 1861
William Clutts and his father
James made the short trip to
Huntsville where they both en-
listed in Company K of the 49th
Alabama Infantry. Just why his

father allowed him to enlist at
such a young age is unknown.
Possibly there was no one left at
home to take care of him so his
father simply decided it was a way
to keep the family together. In
early 1862 the unit was organized
in Nashville and first came under
fire at Shiloh on April 6-7 where
the units suffered heavy casual-
ties. They went on to Vicksburg
in 1862 where Clutts' father died
on July 1, 1862.

Whether he died of wounds or
sickness is not known. After help-
ing bury his father, young Clutts

stayed with the regiment when it
moved to Baton Rouge in August
and Port Hudson in the winter of
1862-63.

In January of 1863 officers
of the regiment apparently be-
came aware of Clutts' age as he
was discharged for being under-
age. Two weeks later the unit
was captured near Port Hudson.
Louisiana.

Clutts returned to Huntsville
where he stayed until the winter
of 1864 when he once again
joined the Confederate service,
this time with the 5th Alabama

(256) 852-5402

RENT for the ELDERILY, DISABLED and/ov
HANDICAPPED based on INCOME

(Section 8)

First Seventh-Day Adventist Towers
*Stove *Refrigerator *Carpet *Drapes *Smoke Detectors
*Emergency call system *HVAC *Laundry *Utilities Inctuded

3409 Verona Avenue
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Monday - Friday




Cavalry. Possibly, because of the
dire straits the Confederacy was
in, no one questioned his age.

After the war Clutts returned
to Madison County where he
became a farmer. On his pen-
sion application in 1898 he listed
his worldly goods as one mule,
one cow and two hogs. The
authorities, probably noting
Clutts' age at enlistment, rejected
the pensiomn.

On October 22, 1914 another
pension application was filed
and a witness, L.E Pike, swore
that Clutts had been captured
with the regiment at Port
Hudson, Louisiana and that
Clutts was discharged for being
underage.

He also offered evidence that
Clutts, after returning home,
joined the 5th Alabama Cavalry
in November, 1864 and later
surrendered with the Regiment
at Danville, Alabama. Another
veteran, A.T. Williams, filed a
similar sworn statement backing

Clutts' claim.

After lengthy delays, the pen-
sion was granted. When Clutts
died in 1923 his widow filed for
a widow's pension which was
also granted.

Can William Clutts be the
youngest Confederate Veteran?
Another claimant, Warren E Dent,
swore he was a courier during the
war, serving under his brother.
While he may have delivered
messages, his date of birth,
March 23, 1855, makes it highly
unlikely that he ever bore arms.
Another contender, Charles Carter
Hay, based his claim on the fact
that he drilled while he was an
11 year-old Cadet at Glennville
Military Acadenmmyy.

If the records are correct,
William Eugene Clutts, of Madli-
son County, was in fact the
youngest Confederate soldier, a
fact long ignored by Civil War
historians.
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GENERAL CONTRACTORS

General Contractors
Residential & Commercial
Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

"A Contractor You Can
Trust”

Woody

tind¢rson
Ford

On the corner of
Jordan Lang &
8parkman Brivg

256-539-9441

www.irfoodyandiBasonford. com

Yes, our trucks come
with a rearview mirror.

No, we haven't used
itin 30 years. |
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Heard On

the Street

by Catthey Carney

Congratulations to the win-
ner of the Photo of the Month
for October! Pat Roberson was
the first to call with a correct
guess - the young man who “has
been standing behind a chair for
over 40 years” was Harris Rob-
erts, who works with Floyd
Hardin at Jackson Way Styling
Salon. Pat is a retired factory
worker and volunteers at Mt.
View Baptist Church.

We were so proud to welcome
the 128th Military Police Com-
pany back to Huntsville after a
year in Iraq. Crowds packed the
street from Copeland’s Restaurant
to the Armory. The 130 members
were in training at Camp Shelby
sinece the summer of 2006, and
left there to go to Iraq.

Martin and Eddress Burke
recently celebrated 60 years of
married bliss, at a party at
Redstone Village where they live.
Congratulations to you both!

Rob Walker, of AXA Advisors,
justhad a birthday and celebrated
with sweet wife Kay. Their daugh-
ter Sarah Walker just came home
for a visit during fall break. Sa-
rah is attending the University of
Alabama at Tuscaloosa.

We had the chance to talk

with Deborah Shaffer recently,
who works at Macaroni Grille.
She made our evening one of the
most enjoyable nights out we've
had recemtily.

It was so good to hear from
Dee Presley (Elvis Presley’s
stepmom, who married Vernon)
recently. She’s a fascinating lady
and has so many great stories to
tell. She wants to say hello to all
her friends in Huntsville!

Pretty Faith Sutherlin had a
15th birthday recently! Her mom
is Felicia Sutherlin, and proud
grandma is Cheryl Tribble, of
Woodstock.

For all you Civil War buffs out
there, we just heard that there is
a Civil War dinner theater in Ten-
nessee, that is packing in the
crowds. It’s called Buttonwillow
Church Civil War Dinner The-
ater and is located in Whitwell,
Tn. which is about 90 miles from
Huntsville. People just love it.

Don’t forget to attend the
Veteran’s Day Parade downtown
- be sure and note that this year

;-
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MCMULLEN

ENFINGER
STEELE

DEVELOPMENT

it’s on Now. 12 instead ofthe 1l 1ith.

It starts at 11 am but be sure
to get there early to get a good
place to watch.

We were so very sad to hear of
the death offa little 15-month old
child. Tommy Stubbs, son of Dr.
Joseph and Emily Stubbs, had
the most beautiful smile and was
very much loved. We send our
deepest sympathies to the family.

Lee Ann Lancaster cel-
ebrated her birthday in style at
Lee Ann’s offf Church street re-
cently. She sure doesn’t look any
older, and the crowds were rock-
ingl

Berns Miller is working tire-
lessly to save the old local cem-
eteries from extinction, and now
we hear that Roger Jones, Madi-
son County Commissioner, is
working hard to get the Cemetery
Rehabilitation authority passed.
Making the effort for the old cem-
eteries is definitely the right thing
to do.

Our good friend Scottie Brier,
who used to live in Huntsville and

The first person to correctly
identify the youngster below wins a
1-year complimentary subscription
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502
Hiint: This handsome boy
loves antiques and the theater.
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is now relegated to icy winters in
yankee-land, wrote us recently to
tell us how lucky we all are to live
here in Huntsville! The fact that
our city is so clean is one thing
that our visitors are so ir-
pressed with, and our Mayor
Loretta Spencer and her Green
Team can take the credit for that.

The Furniture Factory cel-
ebrated 6 years at its eurrent lo-
cation on Meridian Street with a
weeklong series of events. As
many of you may remember,
Jay’s Lounge was in that leca-
tion previous to Flimiture Factory,
for many years. With this great
weather, the outdoor patio stays
packed.

Happy Birthday to Stefanie
Troup! She’s the best daughter
a mom could ever wish for.

It's hard to believe that H.C.
Blake has been in business for
123 years! Congratulations to
Hall Bryant and his great team!

Shopping at Costco recently
I ran into Janet Watson, who
was with a gorgeous little girl
named Annabelle, her grand-
daughter. They were having a
girl's day out. Annabelle’s sister
is Janet, 2. Proud mom is
Cornelia Watson, and grandpa
is Buck Watson. Janet and Buck
have 13 grandkids - and love
each and every one of them.

We were very sorry to hear
that Richard Smith had passed
away. We send our condolensces
to his many friends and dear wife
Naney.

Congratulations to Amanda
Stolz, who just annouced her
engagement to Joshua Dempsey
- no date has been set. Amanda
is the pretty daughter of Peggy
Stolz of Hazel Green. Denise
and David Dempsey areé
Joshua’s parents, and live in
Tomesy.

Abirthday party was held re-
cently for the sweetest little boy
at his Granny & PawPaw’s (Rose-
mary & Bill Leatherwood, of Ole
Dad’s Barbeque) home in
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Meridianville. ‘Lil Billy Leather-
wood IV turned 3, and celebrated
with parents Billy & Missy and
many friends.

A big welcome to Brenda
Delancey who just moved here 4
months ago from the Gulfport,
Miss. area. Brenda works as a
Farnily Service Coordinator at
Valhalla, and we’re happy she’s
herel

It was great to meet with Irene
Cotten Charles, who has worked
at the Huntsville Madison County
Public library almost 30 years now.
Her sweet mother-in-law Helen
Seitz Charles lives in Redstone
Village and just loves Huntsville's
history!

A birthday party for Wade
Hays was celebrated at Haysland
with mom Donna Hays of Furni-
ture Factory), John Hays and
many friends and familyy. Wade’s
sweet sister Rene even traveled in
from Aspen, Colorado to celebrate
the event! Happy Birthday Wade!

It was great to meet Joyce
Gray recemntly. She and husband
Jim Gray are expecting their first
granddaughter in January. Happy
parents-to-be are Clark & Kelli
Gray, who live in Birmingham.

Have a warm and wonderful
Thanksgiving and remember to
think about our soldiers overseas
who are fighting for us here in the
States.
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With a deep bow of respect
to its history, we proudly present
Merrimack Hall Pedforming Arts
Center, Huntsville's premiere
performing arts facility. Join us
for one off our exciting events,
workshops and performances,
and visit us online for a complete
listing off our programs and
services.

And don"t miss:

Defending the Caveman
Nowv. 9 and 10
Three shows only

“Hysterically funny” - Variety

Tickets are available online,
by phone or at our Box Office.
www.merrimackhall.com
www.mys pace aam/merrimackhall

256-534-6455
3320 Triana Boulevard
Huntsville, Al 35805

“The bomb wiii never go off.
| speak as an expert in
explosives.”

Admiral William Lealy,

U.S. Atomic Bomb Project

UNITED

FIRE & WATER
DAMAGE

RESTORATION

Leuie Tippett, owned & operated 209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville |
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Het & Spicg

2 1b. smoked sausage

2 Irg. red peppers, chopped

1 bottle prepared barbecue
sauce

Boil the sausage til hot,

punch hole in skin. While still
warm, cut the sausage into one-
inch pieces. Place them in a fry-
ing pan with 2 tablespoons veg-
etable oil and fry for 2 minutes.
Add peppers and cook for an-
other 2 minutes, stirring often.
Remove to glass bowl, pour
warmed barbeque sauce over
all.

Serve with toothpicks - these
won’t last!

PapmesanPimiente Dip

1 ¢. mayonnaise

1 c. Parmesan cheese

1/2 c. ripe olives, chopped
4 oz. jar pimientos, chopped

2 cloves garlic, minced
Combine all ingredients in a
baking dish. Bake at 375 degrees
for 20 minutes. Serve with crack-
ers or chips.

Fried Cusumbers - OXd
Pacipe

Peel the cucumbers, then cut
them in strips lengthwise very
thin. Coat strips in meal and salt.
Fry until tender. Sprinkle with
melted butter and pepper, and
serve very hot.

Spieg Peppin  Jehn

1 1b. black-eyed peas, dry
1/2 1b. bacon, diced

2 medium onions, chopped
It. garlic powder

3 stalks celery, chopped

2 c. water

2 t. salt

1/2 t. Tabasco sauce

2 ¢. rice, uncooked

Cook black-eyed peas and
season as directed. In large skil-
let, fry bacon crisp over low hezit.
Drain off most of the grease. To
that add onions, garlic powder
and celery, cook over moderate
heat til soft but not brown.

Add the cooked peas, water,
salt and Tabasco. Bring mixture
to a boil, cover and reduce heat.
Simmer for 30 minutes.

Stir in the rice and cook til rice
is tender and liquid is absorbed.
(Add more water ifneeded. Check
for seasoning and add more if
needed.

Cakbage with Sausages
(O)d Recipe)

Boil cabbage in salted water,
fry a pound of sausage, putall in
a deep dish and cover with the
cabbage. Top with 4 teaspoons of
butter and sprinkle with pepper.

EVERY
MONDAY
IS FAMILY
NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner.
Featuring a full menu and the best
country breakfast in town!

Every Monday night Kids Eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our
new kid's menu with each paid adult entree.
Offfer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast
8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous brealkdast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANEARDS & HAMPTONS



Set in a warm oven for 4 hours,
season o taste.

S%%Flj Glazed Ham

1 5-1b. ham

1/2 e. firmly packed brown
sugar

1 T. cornstarch

1/2 t. ground cloves

1/2 t. ground ginger

1/2 c. lemon juice

Place ham in a shallow bak-

ing dish, and begin cooking it ac-
cording to the instructions on the
package. In a small saucepan
combine the brown sugar, corn-
starch, cloves and ginger. Add the
lemon juice and heat, stirring con-
stantly, til thickened.

Spoon the glaze over the ham
during the last 30 minutes of
heating time.

Phyllis' Husk Puppies

1/2 c. corn meal

1/2 c. butteremilk

2 onions, chopped

1/2 ¢. flour

It garlic salt

Mix all together and place in

fridge for 4 hours. Drop by
spoonfuls into hot cooking oil til
browned.

4 mediomm Garammy St
apples, peeled and sliced

1 ¢, dried apricots, chopped

3/4 c. plain flour

3/4 c. brown sugar, packed

1/3 c. chopped pecans

3 T. butter, softened

Whipping cream

Place apple slices in a

buttered square pan, 8x8x2”. Mix
remaining ingredients, except for
the whipping cream, and sprinkle
the mixture over the apples and
apricots. Bake at 350 degrees for
35 to 40 minutes til erisp, serve
warm with whipping cream.

Buttermilic Pie

1 1/2 c. sugar
1 e. buttermilk

1/3 c. Bisquick

6 T. butter, melted %

I t. vanilla extract

3 eggs

Blend all ingredients in a

bowl with electric mixer. Pour
mixture into buttered 9” pie pan
and bake for 50 minutes at 350
degrees. A toothpick inserted in
pie should come out clean. Cool
for 5 minutes. This is good served
with a liqueor like Grand Marnier.
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Workshops starting in November
THE For all Ages

LN

AGENCY $36-5200

Professional Academy of
Modeling & Acting
708 Awdrew Jackson Way - Huntsville, Al 35801

B> Restaurant With

The Trains!

975-E Airport Road

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm
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Growing Up
on Green
Meuntain

by Joe (Boots) White

We moved to Green Moun-
tain in the mid-forties. The only
road that a motor vehicle could
travel was the Farley Side West.
We had all the hills and flats
named on the side of the moun-
tain. [ remember when we
moved up there it had been rain-
ing and we got stuck twice on
MeCarvy Hill which was halfway
up the mountain. It took us all
evening to get to the place that
we had bought.

At the time, there were only
dirt roads and no electricitty. The
people that I remember that
lived on the mountain when we
first moved there were the Bells,
Cowans, Castells, Bakers, Ike
White, Emmett White, and the
Fears.

Sheortly there after the
Stevens, Owens, Sloans, and
others moved there. (Forgive me
if I missed anyone.)

We went to the nature trail
on the mountain this past May
for the White family reunion,
and I tried to let my mind wan-
der back to sixty-three years ago
when we first moved there. It
was hard with all the beautiful
houses and paved roads.

At the head of the 1ake on the
nature trail was a spring of water
where our family and Uncle
Emmett got our drinking water. We
washed our clothes there in spring
and summer. We went to Farley
School and we paid my uncle
Duke Cowan ten cents a day to

ride in an old truck with a eanvas
over the back which was dry in
the rain but cold in the winter.
Later on, my brother John
and the Fears boys, Wayne and
Jim, walked off the mountain
on the Owens crossroads side. We
would cateh the bus at the moun-

Mol

We can simplify your life
by eonsolidating all your insurance and
fimaicial planning under the umbrella ofthe
J. Smith Lanier & Co. family of world
respected carriers. One company for all
your coverages, often at substantial savings.
Doesn't that sound good?

Insuring People And
Busimess Since 1868

J. Smith Lanier & Co.
(256) 890-9000

Call for en analysis or quote.

206 Exchange Place » PO. Box 6087 »

Huntsville, AL

@ 1999

55824 ¢ 256-550-2000

Open Dally
“Winere Bowling is Family Fum"

Voted #1

Don't forget to mention this ad to get
your Senior Discount (55+)

A Smoke-Free Fagility!

¥ Youth & Semiors Programs

¥ 8nack Bar
¥ Besie Birhday Parties
% Group Rates ¥ Pro Shop
% Bowling Instruction Available

Bowling Center In Huntsvilie
S <=0 E- &P

2404 LEEMAN FERRY ROAD SW




tain. In the evenings, we would
stop to eat muscadines, black ber-
ries, wild apricots, hiekory nuts.
Then, we would go home around
dark.

I wonder ifthe people that live
on Green mountain know where
all the caves are located. Do they
know where Alum Cave and Alum
Cave Blufff are located? The
Hobbs boy, who was accused of
killing the Fleming lady used a
small cave just to the right of Alum
Cave Blufffto stay while the police
were searching for him.

The only doctor that I ever saw
on Green Mountain was
Doc Carpenter. He was a
wonderful man. He was
the one who got the road
built up there.

Most of my memories
come back to me when I
turn the thermostat up or
down, put clothes in the
washer or dryer, turn the
water on, or when it
rains and I see there are
no leaks in the ceiling,
when I get a cut and there
is no kerosene, or when
I get cold, there is no hot
mustard rolii.

I collected rattlesnake

rattiers when I was grow-
ing up on that mountain;
I had a whole soapbox
full of them. Getting
them, we had many close
calls but no bites.

The thing that I really
miss the most is the love
our family had for each
other. I can say a lot more
about Green Mountain,
but I don't want to bore
you. How did we survive?

I just guess that God took
care ofus.

“In Alabama, an atheist
is someone who
doesn’t believe in
Bear Bryant.”

Wally Butts /Georgia
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Colored Men Drafted

from 1918 mewspaper

The Madisen County draft board is preparing to send one hun-
dred eolored men to army training camps next Sunday. Fifty-nine Ne-
gro boys were sent away last Saturdag.

Seventy young men who have arrived at the age of 21 years since
June 5, 1918, registered Saturday and they will be called in for ex-
amination in a few days. They are needed in the first class to which
most of the physically fit will be immediately assigned.

The board has only 13 men remaining in the first class, whites,
and they are going away with the next contingent of fifty nine men
who will be sent from here September 3 to 6.

Probably all the June registrants will be off during the month of
September as several calls are expected.



http://www.washingtonsquaregroup.net
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The Miracle Worker

In the late fall of 1958, a strange caravan pulled
into ‘Huntsville. After erecting a large tent on an
empty lot near Washington and Pratt Avenue they
immediately began passing out handbills through-
out town.

‘TRelligious Revival,” the handbill read, "Come see
the siek healed and miracles performed before your
eyes.”

Traveling revivals were nothing new to Hunts-
ville. Almost yearly, miracle workers or religious
healers would appear in town to stage week long
revivals promising to heal the bodies and save the
souls.

This revival troupe, however, was differemt.
Just how different soon became apparent when
Huntsville got a good look at the newest miracle
worker.

A tall man, slim with dark hair, Preacher
Ramone was clad In a stylish suit, crafted from
light burgundy satin, heavily inlaid with gold bro-
cade. According to the hand bills handed out, he
was known all across the country for his miracu-
lous healings and there were also testimonials
from people claiming to have witnessed the events.

He was just different enough to stir the curi-
osity of Huntsville's natives. The first night there
were maybe 15 or 20 people scattered throughout
the large tent, waiting to be healed, saved, or
amused.

The revival opened with Preacher Ramone
giving a passionate plea to the faithful. After working
himselfto a feverish pitch, he motioned to his help-
ers weiting in the wings. Slowly, with a chorus of
singers clad in bright red costumes singing softly in
the background, the helpers rolled a coffin onto the
stage.

Just as the cheoir finished, and with everyone
in the audience waiting to see what would happen
next, Preacher Ramone raised the lid of the coffin
to reveal a bodly.

"Folks," he cried out. "I promised vou a
miracle and I am going to show you one! We're
gonna pray over this body for 7 days and 7
nights and on the 7th night the body will rise
from the dead.”

Needless to say, the next night the tent was al-
most full of expectant and curious people staring
at the body lying on stage.

Of course, Preacher Ramone did not neglect
to take contributions. Every few minutes a plate
would be passed, with the preacher exhorting the
people to help him continue in his work.

The tent was full on the third night, and over-
flowing by the fifth. On the sixth night, peolice

Serving hearty German fare
in Huntsville Since 1972.

Star Market

and Pharmacy
Best Qualivy Meat in Town!

Your Friendly Neighborhood
Pharmacy & Grocery Store

Located In Historic Five Points
702 Pratt Ave. 534-4509
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had to be ealied to help with traffic control. The plates that —

had been passed around the first nights were now replaced
with dishpans, then buckets, and even they were not large
enough to hold the money donated by the thousands of people
who were now showing up each night.

Photographs of the coffin, with the bodyy, were sold
for $2 apiece, and for an extra donation, one could actually
go up on stage and place their hands on the coffin. For an-
other $1 the people eould have their picture taken with
Preacher Ramone, in all ofhis burgundy glory.

Early on the morning of the seventh day, people began
flocking to town from points all over North Alabama. Ea-
gerly they gathered in the field around the tent, waiting, and
talking about the miracle scheduled to happen that night.
By 5 o'clock in the evening the crowd waiting was estimated
to be over 4,000 people. .

And they waited.

Finally, around 8:00 p.m., a small delegation took it upon
themselves to enter the tent to see what was helding up the
revival. The chairs were still in place, the coffin still sitting
on the stage, propped in an upright position ... but the body
was gonel

So was the choir, Preacher Ramone and thousands
of dollars that had once belonged to Huntsville's eitizens.

The following week, a creditor from Louisville, Kentucksy,
showed up with a court order to repossess the tent.

v Proudly Presents F

INTERNATIONAL
Consultant - Sammie Dickson - 656-8991

Essence of Nature .. .

Enriched with Vitamins ...

Engineered by Science.

Seriesse Solutions for the skin your're in
Tangeted Skin Care with NVesse-24

The Village of Whitesburg
4800 Whitesburg Dr. #39
Hiumniisville Al 35802
(256)880-0322
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Sold Inte
Slavery

Heart-Rending Account
Details Cruelty OFHuntsville,
Alabama Judge

Reprinted from an 1843
manuscript

I'hawe lately been introduced
to a wery intelligent and inter-
esting young rnan, whose
mother was a full-blooded
Cherokee. He showed me an in-
teresting letter from her, and

sewveral from his sisters; one of

wohich brought tidings of his
mother's death, and enclosed a
lock offher hair, fine, black, and
glossy, and beautifiilly braided.
He kept it very carefully, in sew-
eral envelopes of paper. His
name is James Fisher. He has
sufffered sharneful treatment

from the people in Alabama, and
was thereby induced to seek
warmner hearts in a colder cli-
mate. He told me his story, with
liberty to publish it when I was
sure that he was safe in another
land. Here iit is, as he told it to
me.

“I have come to believe
that old age is anyone
ten years older than mel”

Ron Eyestone, 70

I was born in Nashville, Tenn.
October, 1817. My mother's name
was Maly Davis. Though an un-
mixed Cherokee Indian, she was
kept in slavery all her life. My
father's name was Thomas
Fisher. He fled from bondage
when I was a small child. They
pursued, but never caught him.
My mother was a very industri-
ous woman. By washing and iron-
ing, she earned money enough to
buy herselffor $800.

After my mother had bought
herselfand sister Ellen, there was

a suit brought in favor of some of

the others, who had been taken
with her; and they were proved to
be Indians, and set at liberty. My
mother consulted a lawyer, named
Grundly, to know if her children
could not likewise be proved free.
He told her it would cost more

“The income tax has made
more liars out of the
American people than
golf has.

Wi Rogers

Alabama

Tall Stories Told about Huntsville

Some true and some offuncertain relizbliity . . .

Darryl Goldman has told stories before audiences botn

overseas and throughout the United States. Call (256) 520-1771. No charge—
it's a hobby. Darryl is a licensed Realtor® at Keller Williams Realty, Huntsville, AL.

Have a club or
need a
speaker for?
Learn about
old Humtsville
in the most
interesting
and
humorous
way.

Darryl Goldman

GIRIILLLEE are
$1.99 Margaritas all day - all week

Happy Hour daily to 8 p.m.
* Ask aboui ouwr nigfiily drink specials *

Saturday & Sunday Brunch 10:45am - 3:pm
with complimenttary Glass of Champagne
Resarvations required
Kids eait FREE every Sunday ALL DAY
(1 child per Adulit Emiiree)

5100 Sanderson Rd. - (256) 837-8282
Comer of Wynn Dr. & University




money to carry on the suit, than
it would to buy the whole of them.
This discouraged her, and she
gave it up. When I was in my fif-
teenth year, the widow Stump
sold me to a man who kept a
boardinghouse in New Orleans,
by the name of Shawl. He paid
$500 for me, and I lived with him,
as a house-servamt, for four
years. He was a drinking man,
and when he was into the liquor,
abused me.

Parts off the manusecript de-
seribing his first escape at-
tempt are missing. The story
takes wp again after he was
captured and was cauaiting his

Jate in Nashville.

In the midst of this, my old
master, Mr. Shawl, came to Nash-
ville with an execution to be
served on me, as Mr. Gamble's
propertly, to satisfy some old
judgement or claim. But he lost
his suit, because Judge Lane, of
Huntsville, had a mortgage on
me, and came to Nashville to se-
cure me. There was quite a

squabble among them, who
should have me; and all this time,
mother was trying with all her
might to buy me. At last, I was
very unwillingly obliged to go to
Huntsville with Judge Lane, as
house servant, eoachman, ete.
The judge promised to use me
well, and let me visit my mother
once a year.

However, I had serious doubts
whether my poor old mother
would ever be able to comply with
the rigid terms Judge Lane ex-
acted. I therefore thought it wise
to learn to write, in case opportu-
nity should offer to write myselifa
pass. I copied every scrap ofwrit-
ingI could find, and thus learned
to write a tolerable hand before I
knew what the words were that [
was copying. At last, I met with
an old man, who, for the sake of
money to buy whisky, agreed to
teach me the writing alphabet,
and set me copying. [ spent a
good deal of time trying to im-
prove myself, secretly, of course.
One day, my mistress happened

e

Plate Lunch Special 11:00am - 1:30pm

1 Meat, 3 Vagetables oF 2 Vagetables and Dessert
(Wilidies Drink & Tax)
. 2007-C N. Memorlal Pkwy *851-0603

To Go Orders Welcome (We are a smoking establishment)
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GLASS

For Any Purpose

PATTERNS
FOR—

rable Tops
Dyessers
Radio Tables
Desks
Nranidles

Coumniters
Eie

AH edges und
and pollfl;‘e’d.

Cuall 364 and let
us make you an
estimete,

Hinmitsville
Glass & Paint Co.

(Oriiginal adfirom Jan.30, 1940)

Thanks Huntsville!
67 years in business
and Coumiing!

534-2621
2201 Holmes Ave. NW

“Im so old that whenever |
go out to eat, they ask for
the money up front.”

Sam Keith, retired

OPPORTUNITY

LIVING QUARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY

* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
* Convenient to Madison Square Mall

* Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units)
* Transportation provided to Grocery Store

* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be detarmined until ai zer completion of the
application process

. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Developrnent (HUD)
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to come into my room, when my
materials were about, and she
told her father (old Capt. Davis)
that [ was learning to write.

He replied, that ifI belonged
to him, he would cut my right
hand off. After that, he some-
times talked to me an hour at a
time, to convince me that I was
better off than I should be if I
was free. He said slaves were
better off than their masters,
much better off than the free
colored people, and vastly bet-
ter offthan they would have been
if still in the wilds of Africa;
because there they fought, killed,
and ate each other.

"But here,” said he, "masters
are bound by law to provide well
for you, will be punished if they
do net do it." He told me that
the reason why they murdered
and devoured one another in
Africa was because there were no
white people there to make them
behave thermselves.

Judge Lane was circuit judge
of several of the counties where
he lived and was what would be
ealled a kind master; but he did
not let me know that she had
written several letters to him,
trying to buy me.

Though forbidden by law from
learning how to read and write,
letters from and to slaves were
common. Normally a slave would
pay a white person to write the
letter and the person receiving it
would pay to have it read

[ will give an extract from the
last letter my dear mother ever
wrote to me.

The reader can imagine that
some pangs shot through my
heart, on hearing it. "Dear Son,
I am very sorry to learn from
Judge Lane's letter, which I re-

“Pve learned that making a
living is not the same thing
as making a life.”

Sarah Privett, Scottsboro

ceived yesterday that it is impos- ;
sible for me to free you, under any Blinds, Shutters, Drapery,
circumstances whatever, unless I Woven woods, Cellular,
amount of money that he must

have for you, and that all down. Your Total Window
He also informs me that he could Treatment Provider
not do without you, and would not
hire you out unader any circum-
stances.”

When I spoke to Judge Lane
about it, he asked me if I was
dissatisfied living with him. I told
him I would as soon live with him
in the condition of a slave, as with )
anybodyy. d d

“If you had your freedom, Ran § B 1N S Inc
you would not be so well off as
you think," said he. "I have all Bus: (256) 650-0465

the trouble of thinking for my- 4 in
self and all the rest of you." AeSthetlcanY Pleas g

I told him I greatly wished Interior Wim'iow Treatments
to relieve him from the task of Visitus at:
thinking for me, and [ should wwewrendsblinds.com

Visit Our New Spacious Showroom

Unique Sinks & Faucets

Plurbing Supplies Cabinet Hardware
Pipe & Valve fittings stocked Door Hardware
Kitchen & Bath Hardware Schlage - Baldwin

In Business Since 1963

Park Supply Co.

4736 Commercial Drive. (256) 837-4036
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“It's Cooked In The PH"
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Pork Sandwich
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Rib Sandwich Hot bogs

Pork Plate Hamburgers
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Pies and much morelll

Baked geans The only thing better than football is
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Hushpuppies OLE BAR'S BARB Ol
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much prefer to think for myself. He smiled, and said
I was a fool.

TWelve days after this, my master had occasion to
go to Mobile. When he started, he charged me to mind
whatever Miss Lane told me.

My mistress was naturally irritable, and crabby
and before master had been gone three days, she or-
dered her brother, Nicholas Davis, to give me a flog-
ging. He came into the kitchen, and struck me on the
arm with the edge ofa heavy board. In a sudden flash
of anger I snatched it out of his hand, pushed him
against the wall and choked him a little. He ran and
told his sister I had nearly killed him.

She sent a servant to tell old Captain Davis, her
father, that he must come the next morning to give
me a flogging. The old Captain had often expressed a
wish for a chance to give me a good thrashing,

He was noted by his severity to servants. It was
said that he had killed a man named Reuben, and a
girl named Rachel by excessive beating. He had lately
struck, with a heavy club, a poor old man who used
to tend him when he was a baby. He had a big whip
and made a point to eonquer or kill everyone he un-
dertook to flog. I was not willing to fall into the hands
ofthis old tyrant.

He was sent for on Sunday morning and as soon
as [ got my kitchen work done that day, I set myselfto
writing passes, till I got one that suited me. It was a
permission to go to Nashville and stay two weeks,
signed with my mistress’' name. In the evening I went
to the stage office, and asked the landlord ifI could
take passage to Nashville the next morning. He de-

AVERBUCH
Realty Co., Inc.

7500 Memorial Parkway South #122

Steve Cappaert Huntsville, Alabama 35802-2267
h Business 256/833-6600
Broler-Associaie Fax 256/883-6650

651-7517 Mobile stevecappaert@ knology.net

manded my pass. [ showed it, telling him that mis-
tress was not much used to writing for the ser-
vants, and she wished him to look at it, and see if
it was correct, if not, he would please to send it
back again, and she would alter it as he said; but
that mistress wanted him to write her a few lines
about it.

CLEANING & RESTORATION
g i
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¢ Upholstery

829-1010
www.ad pmipdlileaning.net

alduty

AND FAITH MEMORIAL PARK
Offering The Simplicity Plan
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He wrote accordingly and I
went back to my room, read the
note, and burned it. I then went
back to the tavern, and paid my
passage to Nashville the next
morning, I rose before anybhody
was astir, carried my trunk te the
stage office, and hurried back to
prepare breakfast for the family.
I had just sent it in, when [ heard
the stage horn I ran up to the tav-
ern, and toward the stage just
starting to come to the house for
me. [jumped in, and in four days
was safely landed in Nashville.

Judge Lane still holds an In-
dian woman, with her six chil-
dren, as slaves. She is of the
Creek nation, and her name is
Susan. He bought her from Mr.
Tanner of Athens.

When I first went to live with
the judge, Mrs. Lane used to be
often teasing him to buy Susan for
her, but he replied that Mt. Tan-
ner had not a good bill of sale; she
was a full-blooded Creek Indian,
and that if a suit at law sheuld
ever be brought, she would be set
free.

However, Mrs. Lane at last
persuaded him to buy Susan on
condition that Mr. Tanner should
refund the money if she was ever
declared free. He paid $2,500 for
her and her six children. When the
Creek Indians were removed to
Arkansas, by order ofthe govern-
ment, they went past the house

where we lived. Susan went out,
with some of the other servants,
to look at them. The moment they
looked at her, they knew she be
longed to their tribe. They
stopped, and gathered round her,
and made signals for her to go
with them. She eould not under-
stand their language; but they
pointed to her and her children,
and then at their women and chil-
dren, and then along the road they
were traveling. They took one of
her children and carried it some
distance, and we had trouble to
get it away from them. Susan
would have gone with her tribe,
but Judge Lane stood by all the
time.

I have often heard her tell how
she came to be a slave. A black-
smith by the name of Taylor went
among the Creek Nation to work
at his trade. Susan's mother, =
poor woman, gave her to the
blacksmith's wife to raise when
she was a little girl: and she
became much attached to the
family, that when they left the
tribe, she went with them.

She says that Mrs. Taylor al-
ways told her she would be free
when she was a woman but be-
fore that time arrived, Mr. and
Mrs. Taylor died and their son
sold Susan and she has been a
slave ever since.

RENAISSANCE
THEATRE

at Lincoln Center
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256.533.3050

RON COOPER
MARK KIMBROUGH
504 PRATT AvE
HUNTSVILLE, AL 35301

A tobaceo chewer on Sand
Mountain has agreed that
if srmokers won’t blow
smoke in his face,
he won't spit at them.

Upcoming Schedule:

“It’'s a Wonderful Life”
Directed by Gary Lee Knight, Set by Bob Baker, Gary
Knight, Lynn Broad
An essential, heartwarming, sentimental holiday
classic. Many have made this a family tradition!
You don’t want to miss this one!

Opening Noverber 23 and running weekends through
December 9, 2007

1216 Meridian St. - Call 536-3¥17for

general information and to reserve your tickets.
Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatre.net

Inspections performed
according to ASHI Standards
Johnny Frazier, Inspector
Al Liesnse #HI-1047

Cell (256) 603-8430
Home (258) 534-0277
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Huntsville
and the

by Richard Modiin

Recently, I found a book titled
Birds and Flowers of the Fifty
States: A Collection of United
States Commemorative Stamps.
Published by the U. S. Postal Ser-
viee in 1982, the book celebrates
the issuance of a plate of first
class stamps that honor our
country's state birds and flowers.
Not only is this publication full of
beautifully eolored pictures, but it
alsoe provides a wealth ofinterest-
ing statistics. For example, the
most ecommemorated bird in our
country is, not surprisimgly, the
bright red northern cardinal.

My mother wouldn't have se-
lected the eardinal. In her mind,
this bird was an omen of bad
weather. She would shoo it away,
when it came around our house.
But eardinals are honored by
the states of Illinois, Indiana,

Kentucky, North Carolina, Vir-
ginia, West Virginia and, you
guessed it, the state in which my
mom lived, Ohio.

I also learned that the east-
ern meadowlark and northern
mockingbird are the second and
third most celebrated birds.

State birds were selected in
a variety of ways, voted upon,
and officially designated by the
state's legislative body. Most of
the time the birds chosen were
eommon and endemic to the
state. Some states selected an
unusual species that symbolized
the state in some special way.

Jane McElroy

REALTOR®
BAG nak/d

Who knows the area better than a
life long resident of Huntsville?

No hassles, no pressure. Just email me @
janemc@kw.com and I'll be happy to send
you information related to real estate of

So what was Huntsville's role in
immortalizing the common
flicker or, more locally known as
the vellowhammer, as Alabama's
state bird?

As the story goes, when a
fresh cavalry unit from Hunts-
ville rode into Hopkinsville,
Kentucky, they were wearing new
uniforms decorated with bits of
bright yellow cloth on their
shirtsleeves, collars, and coat-
tails. As they passed the battle-
weary Soldiers of Company A
who were dressed in worn,
faded uniforms, Will Arnett, a
humorist and writer following

our area.

witlidfls

E A 1 T

2410 L&N Drive, Suite C
toll free (866) 519-7220
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the Confederate troops eried out,
"Yellerhammer, Yellerhammer, flicker, flicker!"
The exhausted soldiers cheered and laughed.
They celebrated with the new arrivals until the
battle at Hopkinsville began again.

The name Yellowhammer stuck, and
Huntsville's soldiers came to be known as "Yel-
lowhammers." As the war eontinued, the nick-
name spread to all the troops from Alabama.
So any Alabamian who fought in the War Be-
tween the States became known as a Yellowham-
mer.

Will Arnett's perception of the flicker's gray-
colored body with its yellow patches aptly fit
the Hunisville-modified Confederate uniform.
Will said the black polka dots on the
yellowhammer's breast looked like shots to
soldiers’ chests and the black or red bandana
around the bird's neck resembled dressings
covering a battle wound.

After the war, the Confederate Veterans in
Alabama proudly continued Will Arnett's meta-
phor by wearing yellowhammer feathers in their
caps and lapels at reunions. In 1927 a bill was
introduced in the Alabama State Legislature to
designate the yellow-shafted flicker to com-
memorate the state and its men whe fought in
the War Between the States. The Governor
signed the bill in the same year.
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So, You've Experienced
a Lot of Living in Your Life,
but What About
Life in Your Living?

o matter how rmany years of living vou've
got under your belt, but when 2l is said
and done, there's a dirmension of Lifs that makes
it all count. You’'ll find it
in Jesus Christ. Ife good
for this life and bayond.
Experience it for vourself.

're helping adults
find significance
in their lives by Loving .
God, Serving Others, and  FirSTt Baptist

800 Governors Dr SW  Huntsville, AL 25801
(256) 428-9400 www.hbchsv.org
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NTING
SERVICES
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Toll Free: 877.534.4452
Fax: 534.4456
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3308 Sevemih Avenue * Huntsville, Alabama 35805
www, lindasprintimg.com - linprimé@|imia>pririting.com
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News from
1923

- During the heavy electri-
cal storm of Wednesday night, a
barn belonging to James Cryce
of New Hope, was struck by
lightning and destroyed together
with all the contents, consisting
of foodstuffs and farm machin-
ery. The damage will reach ap-
proximately $2,500 with no in-
surance.

- Aceustomed to every type
of theft, city detectives are qui-
etly studying clues leading to
possible identification of the
person who Wednesday night
took the pet gold fish of Mrs.
M. Marion from the front
poreh of her home in West
Huntsville.

- While stamding over her
stove Thursday afternoon a

Buy

bolt oflightning entered the home
of Mrs. Alex Bryan, severely
shocking her. She will recover. The
lightning is supposed to have en-
tered the kitchen over an electric
wire.

- Shetiff Lane yesterday
brought in from the vieinity of

New Market a man docketed un-
der the name of J. M. Davis,
charged with illicit distillimg,
Richards was placed in the
county jail for a later hearing,
He is assumed to be the person
responsible for three deaths
from poisonous white lightning,

gords, squash,

(256) 539-9257

1022 Cook Ave. Huntsville

Taylor Produce

Located in the Maslison County Fammers Maviet

Fresh cut Christmas Trees, wreaths & roping
(After Thanksgiving)

Sorghum, nuts, fall decorations, pumpkins, apples, greens, country ham,

Proudly owned & operated by Tooter Taylior's daughters &
grandchildren! We’re keeping the tradition alive!

sweetpotatoes
Hours 8-6 Mon-Sat
Sunday 8-5

The Perfect Gift For
Coffee Lovers!

Nevy for this Holiday season - GIVE THE GIFT THAT LASTS ALL YEAR!
They'll think ofyou each month when their new pound of coffee arrives.
Give the gift ofthe Coffee Club - your recipient recelves a different pound
ofcoffee each month - delivered right to their door for a solid year.

Gift Baskets - Whole bean coffee - Bulk Tea
Expresso & Coffee machines

- Sell - Trade
880-6464

Have a eup oFcoffee
while you browse
our huge gently
used boolk inventory

7900 Bailey Cove Road

Across from Grissom High School

6:00 am - 9:00 pm Mon- Sat
8:00 am - 3 pm Sunday



Motor City of
the South

After World War II, the nation's indus-
trial direction quickly shifted gears to a
peacetime economy in order to satisfy re-
newed consumer demands.

Hubert Mitchell, a native of Hartselle, saw
the huge demand and small supply ofauto-
mobiles in the United States. With longtime
Studebaker auto executive George Kelier,
Mitchell planned to build thousands of cars
in Huntsville. Only a cruel twist of fate kept
Mitchell from realizing his dream of making
Huntsville a major manufacturer in the au-
tomobile industiyy.

George Keller had come to Alabama
from California where he had helped de-
velop the "Bobbie-Kar." Mitchell recognized
the opportunity to market a ear around a
big name in the auto industry, and joined
with Keller, naming the product after him.
Thus was the Keller born.

Redstone Arsenal supplied an aban-
doned airplane hanger, Mitchell supplied
the start-up capital and production began
on Huntsville's first and last home-grown
car.
Keller soon sold almost hallf of the
$5 million stock offerings, sold dealership
franchises to 1,600 businesses across the
country and was one day away from re-
ceiving essential financial backing from a
major financial institution.

Mitchell's dream was on the brink of
coming true. Plans called for 1%,000 cars
to be produced in the first year and 72,000
cars a year after that.

Unfortunately, cruel fate dashed all
hopes of Humatsville's future as an
autoraobile giant.
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On Oectober 4, 1949, the night before Mitchell and Keller
were to secure flnancing for their enterprise, George Keller
died of a massive heart attack in New York City. He was
only 56 years old.

Immediately, the stock was pulled from sale and the
finanecial backers refused to invest in the Keller without
a big name at the helm. Despite the fact that the Keller
was, by now, well on its way to becoming a huge suc-
cess, the fiscal conservatives felt that it was much too
risky to invest in people who had never produced cars
and who didn't have a “reputation.”

Only 25 Keller cars were manufactured on Redstone
Arsenal before the enterprise was forced to shut down
due to lack of funding, Huntsville’s dream of becoming
the "Motor City" ofthe South was dead.

Life Insurance-Annuities

Long Term Care Insurance

Up to $200,000 Life Insurance
without Medical Exam. Ages 18-70 4

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU

2311 - C Market Place
Huntsvllle, Alabama 35801

Phone
(258) 518-6955

7 Agplication Program
Fertilization

Weed Control

Insect & Disease Control
Fire Ant Control

Tree & Omeamecntal Care
Grub Control

Programs

“Because You Deserve It” mam s

President, Jetry O. Smith Ask about our 52 weelk
Suate Certified Applicator Fire Ant Guarantee

Professional Turf Care Company

256-704-5687

www. PerfectTurf net
RO. Box 4994 Huntsville, AL 35815

‘ CARLIS

FINE AQT & Cl&fOM H2AMING

*« CONTEMPORARY OILS
« THOUSANDS OF PRINTS
* MUSEUM QUALITY FRAMING

E GALLEEY

¢ BUYING & SELLING

* ANTIQUE OILS

¢ ANTIQUE PRINTS
Closed Sunday

801 HOLMES AVE.
AT FIVE POINTS

256-539-1096
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Pigeons Sent

Here for
Trial Flights

from 1919 newspaper

Harry London of this city is
having shipped to him from At-
lanta by Mr. Wm. Crawford of
that city several Homing pigeons
for a race to be held in Los An-
geles, Ca. shortly. Mr. London,
upon receipt of the birds, will im-
mediately turn them loose and
then time them as they leave.

The time is then sent to Mr.
Crawford who, by timing their ar-
rival in Atlanta, is able to make
his selections for the Los Angeles
show. It is said that Mr. Crawford
has between two and three hun-
dred of these Homing pigeons
from which he will make his se-
lections for speed and endurance.
The distance from Huntsville to
Atlanta is about 300 miles and the
birds usually make the trip in
three hours.

Reward

Jfrom 1897 newspaper

Mr. J.J. Harley, who resides
at Adams Avenue, has reported
to the police the loss ofa wallet
containing $7,000. He claims that
the wallet was left on a table in
the front room and a thiefentered
the home and escaped with the
loot.

He is offering a five dollar
reward for the return of the
wallet and momey;.

And/or part D prescriptions
Available on Disability
for age 65 and up

Also Life Insurance

“[Ewaryone] goes out of their way to see to mom's personal needs”

We Spedialize in Historic Home;
John M. Bzdell 326-8053

Memory is what tells a
man his annlversary
was yesterday.

| am confident of her care’

“My mother's needs are met fully, and the relationship she and | have
established with the Hearthstone family has exceeded my expectations”


http://www.hearthstoneassisted.com

Civil War Letters to a
Sister in Alabama

Dear Sister
Civil War letters to a sister in
Ala. by Frank A. Chappell

52 Weekends in the Tennessee Valley. $14.95

A lighthearted look at the region’s loca-
tions, attractions and festivals. Charles T.
Frew & Daniel R. Frew. $24.95

Scenic North Alabama
A travel guide to North
Alabama’s hidden natural
treasures.
By Robert Schuffert - $27.95

The Life of Wernher von Braun
by Bob Ward with foreword by
John Glenn - $29.95

Murder In The Heart of Dixie
by Fred Simpson & J.P. Gray
$25.00

Located in Railroad Station Antiques
315 Jefferson Street
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Huntsville’s Sketchbook
Huntsville’s artists and writers team up to bring you a
delightful look at our city. By Jacquelyn Gray with a
foreword by Homer Hickum - $39.95

Incidents Of The War
Cilvil war journal of Mary
Jane Chadick.

By Nancy Rohr - $16.95

13 Alabama Ghosts and
Jeffrey
Kathryn Tucker Windham
& Margaret Gillis Figh

$15.00

st AJLAHAMA™ *

Alabama

One Big Front Porch
By Kathryn Tucker
Windham $25.00

Celebrating 200 Years of

Huntsville’s History

Specializing in Books of
Local and Regional Interest

shavers@mindspring.com


mailto:shavers@mindspring.com
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Willie
Handy

Teaching school was just
about the worst job he could
imagine. Confined in a class
room for eight hours a day, it
seemed to spell the end to his
musical aspirations

But for Willie Handy, it was
a job. At least it put food on the
table.

Born in 1873 as the son ofa
Methodist preacher, Willie decided
at a young age he wanted to be a
musician. But his family;, all stal-
wart hell-fire and brimstone, God-
fearing people, thought =a
musician was nothing but a
blatant sinner in disguise.

In an effort to pacify his father
who wanted him to become a min-
ister, Willie agreed to finish school
and take the examination to be-
come a schoolteacher.

After graduation, however, he
found the job opportunities in Bir-
mingham to be much more prof-
itable. He soon landed ajob at one
of the iron mills working as a la-
borer, making more money than
he could ever expect to make as a
teacher.

Willie had neot lost his de-
sire to be a musician, though. He
quickly became friends with most

of the black musicians in Bir-
mingham and it was not long
before he had formed his own
group and was playing around
town at night while still working
in the mills during the day.

One of the first gigs he had
in Birmingham, according to leg-

end, was playing in a notorious
dive. The owner, after listening
to the audition, asked what the
group's name was.

“Don't have one." Willie re-
plied.

"Well, what's your name?"

Willie."

HAROLD b, FAVMAG

Life Along A Dirt Road & Life In The Skillet

by Harold Fanning

Two wonderful inspiring books of nostalgic memories, hurmorous stories
and lessons learned growing up in North Alabama. Based on the true-fife
experiences ofthe author, the books take a humorous look at life in Madison
County. From frog giggin’ to a drag racing grandpa, be prepared to take a trip
down mermnory lane with two ofthe most delightful books on the market today.

Available at

Harrison Brothers Hardware and Shavers Books
for more information visit: www.inspirationalreads.com



http://www.inspirationalreads.com

"Sounds like a damn Unele
Tom name to me. What's your
whole name?"

"William Christopher.”

"Hell, that's even worse! We'll
just call you by your initials.”

W.C. Handy soon tired of
Birmingham, though, and
moved to Huntsville where he
got a job teaching at Alabama
A&M as a music instructor.
Among his many duties as an
instructor, Handy was also re-
sponsible for organizing recit-
als for his students.

Unfortunately, the headmas-
ter at A&M believed that classi-
cal music was the only musie
that should be performed. He
even insisted on personally ap-
proving the programs for every
recital.

For his first recital Handy
chose a piece, written by an ob-
scure song-writer, he said, en-
titled, "La’ Overture Toussaint."
With a name like that, it was ne
trouble getting the headmaster
to approve it. Handy diligeatly
rehearsed the students, who
were by this time enraptured
with the new musical composi-
tion.

The day of the concert arrived

HUNTSVILLE'S
TRAIN STORE

A Model Raillroaders Paradise

and it was an instant suecess.
Even the staid headmaster was
seen sitting in the front row tap-
ping his foot to the musiec.

W.C. Handy's career as an
instructor did not last long. He
was still determined to make
his mark as a musician. After
leaving Huntsville he moved to
Memphis where he wrote the all-
time classic, "Memphis Blues,"
which he seld for $ 100.

Still a poor man, he then
ended up in St. Louis, and after
being forced to sleep in alleys and
pool rooms, composed the song
"Saint Louis Blues," a song that
made him wealthy and famous
and earned him the title of
"Father ofthe Blues."

Ironically, he was to become
best known for the piece he had
composed while teaching at A&M
- after he changed its name to

"My Ragtime Baby."

“Pve learned that if you
want to do something
positive for your children,
work to improve your
marriage.”

Jacob Strong, Arab
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West Station
Antiques

Come visit us Iin
Owens Cross Roads at the
Historic Hornbuckle Garage
on old Hwy 431.
Phone (256) 725-BOOK (2665)

Books - Paper ltems
Pesteards - Linens - Qulits
Pottery - China - Glassware

Sterling Silver - Jewelry
Furniture

Visit us at our website:
vy Gibsonbooks.com

3037 Old Highway 431
Owens Cross Roads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

New Heurs: Thurs - Sat 10 -5
Sun-1-5
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“I's
Lifting
Off! 39

by Bill Wilson

In the early sixties, a disarmed
and motorless VI Rocket stood
like a sentinel on a concrete pad
in front ofthe former Army Audi-
terium on Redstone Arsenal. Dur-
ing this exciting and hectic de-
cade, NASA was established and
staffed with core personnel from
the Army Ballistic Missile Agencyy.

However, for a certain anony-
mous someone in the contrac-
tor group, the lone VI shell sta-
tioned in front ofthe auditorium
posed an irresistible temptation
for a practical joke. Of course,
in today's hyper-secure military
environments, such an escapade
as the VI caper described below
would simply not be possible at
all.

Anen, and two of his co-
horts, decided to "arm" the mis-
sile with several railroad flares
and a home-made timer set to
go off at 7:30 just after dark.
To any easual ebserver, it would
look like the missile was in the
first stage of liftoff. What would

happen after that was anybody's
guess.

On the appointed evening, af-
ter setting the erude timer switch
constructed from batteries and an
old watch, the trio set out cross-
country to a nearby hill to watch
the unfolding drama with binocu-
lars.

Around 7:30 as expected, the
V1 exhaust suddenly lit up with a
fiery red glow sending brilliant
cascades of sparks onto the con-

erete pad below. The result was
instant chaos.

In the ensuing response, fire
trucks and every available MP
vehicle on the arsenal was
scrambled and converged on the
Auditorium.

The Arsenal switchboard 1it
up like a Christmas tree. Urgent
calls were placed to Dr. Von
Braun and members ofhis staff-
all of which elicited the same gen-
eral response. The following dia-

DIRTBUSTERS

CLEANING & RESTORATION
256-536-7569

Carpet Cleaning - Pressure Washing - Water Damage

v diirbusitersrestoration.com

REAL ESTATE INFORMATION CORNER

Valuable FREE reports for Buyers and Sellers mailed to you (or someone
you know who would be interested) at no cost or obligation. Call anytime, 24
hours a day to 1-866-201-5030 and enter the ID# of the information that you

would like to receive.

BUYERS
1. STOP PAYING RENT -Learn how to buy your first home for as little as

little as reniing....ID#1001 2.

HOW TO BUY A HOME WITH AS LITTLE AS NO MONEY DN

ID#1025

3.10 BEST BUYS HOT LIST-Recelve a FREE list of the rost current Best
Buys in your desired location and price range....1D#1040

SELLERS
1. COSTLY HOMESELLER MISTAKES - Learn how to avoid these common
mistakes and save yourself thousands of dollars when you sell your

home

2. HOW TO SELL YOUR HOME WITHOUT AN AGENT....ID#10173.
3. 27 QUICK AND EASY FIX-UPS - Learn how to sell your ...,ID#1023

Courtesy of Mark Fortson, REMAX - Humnisville
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logue is a representative recre-
ation of several of the ensuing
conversations:

"Hello, this the Duty Officer at
Redstone Arsenal. I have an ur-
gent problem with the V1 missiie
in front of the Auditorium. It has
ignited and is lifting off. Is it
armed?”

"Armed? Nein... it has no
motor either... it can't lift off...
it is just the shell of a missile for
display only. There must be a mis-
take."

"Shell, Hell! ..It's fixing to lift
offf I'm hanging out the window
right now with the phone in my
hand and I'm looking straight
at it. It's shooting fire in all di-
rections. It's gonna go up any
minute!!"

"Mein Gott, zat is impos-
sible!”

"Then, Sir, I am a first-hand
witness to the impossible!”

Meanwhile, in spite of its
ominous startup, the rogue mis-
sile stayed firmly rooted to terra
firma. The firemen gradually
edged closer and closer to the
flaming rocket and announced
that there was some kind of red
fire in the exhaust. Then, after
an even better look, they said
the fire looked and smelled like
railroad flares.

As the anxious crowd watched,
the flares burned out ene by one
and the missile never budged.
The crisis was over.

The MP's were ordered to fan
out and look for the eulprits. But
it was already too late. The trio
had slipped away cross-country
to an awaiting vehicle parked just
outside the Arsenal.

In an ironie touch, the MP's
picked up and later released a
hapless railroad worker walking
down the Arsenal railroad tracks
with guess what - an armload of
railroad flares.

I have never learned who the
two other members of the trio
were. I suspect that Anon, who
was indeed my co-worker friend

- as well as a very able mathemati-
cilan from Texas nicknarmed Cac-
tus Jaek who has long since de-
parted this world. He simply knew
too many of the details of the V1
caper, but he never admitted that
he was party to that episode nor
would he identify the other two.

However, because there are
80 meany other outrageous leg-
ends surrounding the life ofthe
late Cactus Jack, I remain thor-
oughly convinced that he was, at
a miaimum, part of the VI ca-
per and may have very well been
the ringleader himself.

We want to THANK all our great Cusiomers for
coming by to eat with us. We just celebrated our 1.5
year's anmiversary because of youl

Open 5:30 AM til 2:30 PM

489-3354
BREAKFAST - LUNCH - SANDWICHES

OHIU DOGS - BURGERS - DESSERTS
SOUP OF THE DAY

CORNER PRATT AVE. AND WASHINGTON ST.

Specializing in sealing & strip-
ing. We do parking lots, handi-

cap parking and driveways.

Call for free estimates
Cell 856-9357
Office 881-8337



News From the Year 1948

TithEna n

Confounding the prophets.
President Truman has won a
full term in the White House,
defeating the Republican favor-
ite, Thomas E. Dewey. The
Truman victory was one of the
major upsets in American po-
litical history.

Throughout the night, the
Truman political fortunes
waxed and waned. While lead-
ing at all times in the popular
vote, the president trailed at
times in the essential electoral
vote until just before dawn to-
day when he picked up Illinois.

Aside from President
Truman himself, few political
forecasters of either party be-
lieved that he would win. His
own Democratic Party had been
badly splintered by Southern
insurgents who broke off to cre-
ate the States' Rights Party in
protest of the president's efforts
in Mississippi, While the new
party failed to win a substanial

Elected

vote, it did siphon offtraditional
Southern Democratic suppori.
Adding te the dilemma of the
Democratic ticket was the
existence of still another splinter
party, the Progressives, whose
presidential candidate was Henry
Wallace, a former Vice President
under the late President
Roosevelt.

Many newspapers ran front
page stories declaring Dewey the
winner before balloting had
ended.

Tojo to Hang

Hikedi Tejo, the man who
vowed to establish "a new order
in Asia," was sentenced to hang
by an international tribunal to-
day. Through assassinations
and staged incidents, Tojo and
his generals whipped Japan into
a militaristic fervor and plunged
the country into WWII, predicting

lvin
SO v hgeg (::lll‘ New Yeoar - New You!
puzzle Cleansing & Wisight
256-883-4127 Herbs Loss
Open Monday - Saturday Vitamins
info@ruthsnutrition.com Massage
Reflexology

Natural Foods

Master Herbalist
Auricular Therapy
Magnetic Theraples
Eiectrodermal Testing
Rapid Eye Technology

7540-P South Memorial Plowy.
Rosie’s Shopping Center
Hiunisville, Alabama

v sruthsnutrdion.com

that democracies such as the
United States were soft and lacked
the will to fight back.

Court Orders
Oklahoma School
to Accept Negro

In a wnanimous decision, the
U.S. Supreme Court has ordered
the state of Oklahoma to admit
a Negro to the University of
Oklahoma Law School. The
court cited a citizen's constitu-
tional right to equal protection
under the law. The state must
carry out the court's order
“forthwith.” The winner in the
case is 28 year-old Ada Lois
Sipuel. By law, the state could
build a separate institution for
her, but as one Justice said, as
sole student she would "not re-
ceive much ofa law education.”

Custom Cuts

Lawn & Landscape Service
Commercial & Residential

* Muleh & Sod
* Flowers & Shrubs
* Lawn & Landscape
Management
* Asrating & Overseeding
* Free Estimates
* Commereclal & Residential
* References Available
*®
State Certified PR

s BHB
i L

Jimmy Stubbs
Owner

(258) 828-9224
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Gandhi Dead

Mohandas K. Gandhi, the
spiritual leader ofIndian indepen-
dence, has been shot and killed
by a Hindu extremist. The 78 year
old Gandhi, the Mahatma or Great
Teacher to his followers, was shot
at point-blank range as he was
walking through a garden to a per-
gola, where he was to deliver his
daily prayer. He died 20 minutes
later.

The assassin, who had
stepped out from a crowd await-
ing the prayer meeting, was im-
mediately seized by enlookers.
He was identified as Nathuran
Vinayak Godse, a 36 year-old
Hindu of the Mahratta tribes in
Poona which have been the een-
ter of resistance to the Gandhi
message of communal and reli-
gious tolerance.

The death of Gandhi, who
for more than 20 years defled
British rule with his program
of civil disobedience, stunned the
newly independent nation that
he helped create. In a radio
speech to the nation announec-
ing the death, Prime Minister
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, his
voice quivering with grief, sald,
"Gandhi has gone out of our
lives and there is darkness
everywhere.

Two Auto
Makers Grant
Wage Hikes

A N17-day strike against
Chrysler Corporation ended to-
night when the company granted
workers a flat wage increase of
13 cents an hour. While the wage
hike is two cents an hour more
than that granted three days ago
to employees of General Motors,
the Chrysler settlement, unlike
the General Motors pact, is not
tied to a cost-of-living formula.
The wage boost at Chrysler will
increase basic pay to $1.63 an
hour; at General Motors, basic
pay will amount to $1.61 an
hour.

Israel Rejected for
U.N. Membership

Israel's bid for U.N. mern-
bership has been rejected by the
Security Council because of the
abstention of France and
Canada. The vote was five in
favor (the U.S., Seviet Union,
Argentina, Columbia and the
Ukraine), one opposed (Syria)
and five abstained (which in-
cluded Britain, China and Bel-

gium.)
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Old Tyme Friendly Service”

717 Pratt Ave, NE
Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 Days A Week

Prescriptions Compounded
Computerized Profiles

BellSouth Payment Center |
ATE&T Phone Center

US Gov't. Post Office - UPS Shipping
{256) 539-7443 - Fax (256) 539-1012

The Only Discount Drug Store With Service™
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You can’t win. When you
get too old for pimples, you
go right into wrinkies.

MADE TO ORDER
WINDOWS AND DOORS

Penn Dilworth - Chwis Craig
Your Professional Construction
Specialists

256-539-7704

2802 Memorial Parkway S.W.
Hunitsville, Alabama 35801
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The Old
Courthouse

by Jack Harwell

Let's take a walk through Old Hunts-
ville and see how the town used to look.
Its just possible we might see and learn
some things we have missed heretofore.
After all, our town has been around for
over 180 years, so there's a lot to know.

A good place to start would be the
courthouse square. It is, after all, the een-
ter of town, and just a very short distance
from Big Spring, site of John Hunts pioneer
cabin. You've been by the eourthouse many
times, but you may not have considered the
history behind this old site. We'll see some
ofthat history now as we tour the Old Town.

The town was first surveyed in 1810 on
the rise above the Big Spring, It was planned
as twenty blocks - five blocks long, four
blocks wide. Each block enclosed three
acres. In order to accommodate the spring
within a single block, the streets were angled
34 degrees off true north. That's why, ifyou
look at a map, the north-south streets such
as Washington and Jefferson due not run
precisely north and south.

The town planners designated the block
just east of the spring as the public square.
It was centrally located, and contained an
elevated rocky knoll which made it slightly
higher than the surrounding blocks. At that
time (1810) the town was still known as
Twickenham, in deference to the wishes of
LeRoy Pope. On July 5 of that year, a com-
mission designated Twickenham as the seat
of Madison Coumntly. Immediiatiely, plans were

made to erect some sort of governmental
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structure on the public square.

Twickenham, of course, was never a popular name, and
the sentiment was to name the town in honor ofits first
settler, John Hunt. By an act of the territorial legislature,
Twickenham officially became Huntsville on November 25,
1811. In that same month, the first courthouse was opened
on the square.

Compared to later eourthouse buildings, the first one
was a modest affair. It was a two-story brick structure, and
oceupied only a part of the square. The lower floor housed
the offlces of the courts and county officials. At the north-
west corner of the square stood a small jail, with a public
piliery. No photographs exist of any of this, and for a long
time no one had any clue as to what the first courthouse

|
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looked like, beyond written ae-
eounts. However, more recent re-
search, such as that done by
James Record and Frances Rob-
erts, provide a more detailed de-
seription of this early structure.

Unassuming though it may
have been, the first Madison
County Courthouse played a
starring role in the early history
of our state. Alithough the state
constitutional eonvention was
held one block south, the first
meeting of the state House of
Representatives took place on
the ground floor of the court-
house on November 7, 1819.
Two days later, William Wyatt
Bibb was sworn in as the first
governor of Alabama there at the
eourthouse.

The first eourthouse did not
have a long history. The town
quickly outgrew the quaint brick
structure. By 1830 the popula-
tion of Huntsville had grown to
2,000, and the town now extended
a gquarter mile from the square.
The original 60 acres had grown
to 160. Further, the courthouse
was becoming rundown, and the
adjoining jail was in even worse
shape. A letter sent to county offi-
cials in 1825 by Robert
Caruthers, the jailor, and John
MeBroom, the sheriff, complained

“If Mom says “No”, she
means ‘Ne.” If Dad says
“Neo,” it means “Maybe.”

Hannah Troup, 7

that the jail had beecome so dilapi-
dated that it was becoming diffi-
eult to held prisoners there. In
addition, the roofleaked, and the
walls and floors were becoming
rotten. At the time, the county was
deeply in debt and eould do noth-
ing. But such conditions as the
sheriff and jailor had described
would have to be remedied.

The county enlisted the ser-
vices of one George Steele, an
architect from Virginia whose
work in Huntsville would long
out last its maker. Thanks to a
new courthouse tax passed by
the legislature in 1835, the
eounty now found itself in a
position to afford a new strue-
ture. Steele drew up the plans for
the new eourthouse, and local
builders William Wilson and
James Mitchell were awarded the

econstruction contract. Ground
was broken in July 1836.

The second Madison County
eourthouse would be a much
grander work than the first. The
foundation was ofblue limestone
gquarried on Russell Hill just west
of the town. White limestone for
the exterior came from Monte
Sano. Before construction began,
the entire square was graded
level, and the material from this
job was used to pave the sur-
rounding streets. So massive was
the finished building that consid-
eration had to be given, in laying
the foundation, to the large cav-
erns below. A stone wall with
rounded corners, set back four-
teen feet from the street, sur-
rounded the eourthouse, as did an
iron fence, which would becomnie
very popular as a hitching post.
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The courthouse contained a full
basement, and was topped off by
a dome.

The second courthouse was
completed in 1838 at a cost of
$52,000. It was considered so
outstanding In design and con-
struction that it was featured In
the book Lost America, by
Constance Greiff (published
1971), which lists some of the
more interesting examples of

the basement for public drunken-
ness, set fire to some papers in a
file room. The fire blazed un-
checked until noticed by pass-
ersby, who notified authorities.
The ecourthouse was saved, but
many valuable and irreplaceable
records were consumed in the
blaze.

One notable change to the
courthouse grounds was the
placement of the Confederate
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Local Playwright
Nancy Mitchell Nilsson's

early American architecture Soldier statue, which took place Al Cowld See
which, unfortumately, have not on November 21, 1905. It was (And Seven More Plays)
survived to the presemnt. a grand occasion, attended by

This building would stand the governor, William D. Jelks. Fun to Read
for 75 years, longer than any Thirteen young ladies, represent- A Fine Gift
other Madison County court- ing the southern states, each
house (so far). It saw the city laid a wreath at the stone To order by credit card
through the Civil War and the soldier's feet. The local United call 1-888-280-7715.
Industrial expansion of the Daughters of the Confederacy Or send check for $23.99
1890s. Except for the addition had raised $2,500 for the statue | (t& &nd mailing aiready included) to
of a clock in 1849, its appear- from rummage sales, teas, and af- Teiinbrook Communications

805 Fartey Drive

ance was little changed during
that time. The ecourthouse
grounds were the scene of many

ternoon parties. The statue was
chiseled from Vermont granite by
Oscar

a social gathering during the Hummel;
second hallf of the nineteenth Jim Mott
centuryy. Robinson
There were other things going of Hazel
on, too. In November 1898 a Gireem
group of soldiers, being held In served as
the model.

During the Great Depres- Much of
slon, very few people had | this work
eating disorders. Most Kaie]:p‘f
were Just happy to have rary sheds
something to eat. on the cur-

ASIAN
PERSUASION

Handmade Rugs
For All Budgets

FREE PAD with
purcih@ase (Mention this ad)

L 256.885.0706

‘ ‘ 7900 Balley Cove Rd. Suite R
i (Across from Grissom High Schaal)

Hunisville, AL 35802

New Shipment of Persian Rugs
JUST ARRIVED?

s s —— . )




Old Huntsville Page 50

rent site of the parking lot used
by the Church offthe Visitation.

A mass meeting was held on
the date February 15, 1913, to
study the question of replacing
the courthouse. The sentiments
expressed at that meeting would
be echoed when the issue came
up again fifty years later. Some
wanted a new courthouse, some
said the old one should be re-
paired, and others wanted a new
building at a different site, so the
old building could be preserved
for posterityy. The decision was
made to remodel, but the renova-
tion process had searcely begun
when it became apparent that the
old building was beyond repaitr.
The county would have to replace
the eourthouse.

The third eourthouse was
not dissimilar to its predecessar.
It would also be built of stone,
with large eolumns all around. The
clock from the old courthouse
would be installed in the new one.
Construction proceeded mostly
without incident, except for one
accident in March of 1914. A cog
wheel from a hoist being used to
place one ofthe stone columns on
the north side broke loose and
flew across the street, doing some
damage to businesses there. Two
workmen were injured. The last
scaffolds were torn down on May
29, 1914, and the courthouse
was gomplete.

But there was still one item to
be tended to before Huntsville
eould release its hold on the nine-
teenth century. For years, the iron
fence around the courthouse had
been a source of controversy. It
was used to hiteh horses, and lo-
cal doctors ecomplained that the
resulting animal waste created an
unsanitary condition. Petitions
were brought to remove the fence,
but these were opposed by down-
town merchants, who feared a
loss of trade if customers who
went shopping on horseback
were discouraged from entering
the city. A law was passed mak-
ing it illegal to hitch animals to the
fence, but this was later repealed.

For more than thirty years, the
eourthouse fence was a source of
contention. The Civic League
hoped the fence would be re-
moved during construction ofthe
new courthouse In 1914, and sug-
gested a fountain and shed in its
place. But the fence stayed.

Finally, people began to real-

Shatks are ugly and mean,
and have big teeth, just
like Emily Richardson. She
is not my friend anymore.”

Kylie, Age 6, writing a school
paper about the sea
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ize the health problems created by
piles of manure in the downtown
streets - typhus was a recurring
problem in the last century, and
Huntsville had suffered an epi-
demic in 1898.

In September 1921, the fence
was ordered removed. The order
came from Dr. Carl Grote, the
first county health officer. The ex-
istence of such an office was indi-
cation of the changing attitudes of
the times.

There we will leave our tour
of the courthouse square. The
third courthouse, sans fence,
would serve the county through
two world wars, the Great De-
pression, right up to the begin-
nings of the Space Age. On the
night that a Huntsville-built Jupi-
ter C missile launched Americas
first satellite, Explorer 1, there
was an impromptu parade
around the courthouse byjoyous
citizens, on foot and in horn-
honking automobiles.

It is this 1914-era courthouse
that the longtime residents of
Huntsville remember from their
youth. It graced a typical smal,

WE BUY
SILVER DOLILARS

Top Prices Paid
534-0502

quiet Southern town, but in the
end was overtaken by events. If
you can remember this old build-
ing, now nearly three decades de-

parted, you ean remember a dif-
ferent Huntsville, one that was per-
haps closer to its roots than it
would ever be again.
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The Death
of a Traitor

by Austin Miller

Mandy Vasser Tipton, my
great grandmeother, was born
and lived her early years in
Killingsworth Cove. In 1862,
her father Edom Vasser was in
the Confederate Army.

When Mandy was six weeks
old, Edom’s outfit was camped
close enough for him te come
home for a visit. As related by sto-
ries handed down, he was ad-
vised against this by his fellow
soldiers because of the danger of
being discovered by the Yankees.
But he had a new baby daughter
that he had never seen and he
was willing to take the risk.

There is no record of how
long he stayed but one night while
he was eating supper, the Yan-
kees slipped up to his house and
shot him dead through the
kitchen window. This happened
with his wife and children look-
ing on. Mandy was only a few
feet away in her erib.

Edom could have been spot-
ted by the enemy soldiers but
it is more likely that he was
turned in by a neighber. In any
war, there are always a few who
turn against their own and col-
laborate with the enemnmyy.

The demise of orie Scalawag,
Shed Golden, who lived at nearby
Hurricane Creek is well decu-
mented. Shed was one of the
traitors who reported to the
Yankees when confederate sol-
diers visited their families.

“Dear God: In school they
told us what You do. Who
does it when you are on
vacation?”

Kiigi's note to God

We have no way of knowing if
Shed was the one who reported
Edom. But we do know that
Shed's treachery was discovered
and the bushwhackers shot him
and threw him in a sinkhole. The
buzzards soon found him and so
did the Yankees. They made ev-
eryone in the cove attend the fu-
neral at gunpoint.

They also made them erect a
big tombstone and inseribe it with
words proclaiming Shed as a fine
patriot and Union Man. The Tomb-
stone stands to this day in Bragg
Cemetery and is still the tallest
tombstone in the cemetery.

Mandy spent almost ten years
off her childhood under Yankee
occupation and the reconstruc-
tion years that followed. Cireca
1880, she married Calvin Tipton
and they had eight children. One
of these, Hettie Tipton Mefford,
was my grandmother.

Mandy and Calvin bought a
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transformer
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farm in Ryland where Mandy
lived until she died in 1939. Most
of the land is still in the Tipton
fanmily.

Calvin died in 1918 during
the great Spanish Flu pan-
demic. They are buried in
Ryland eemetery. Numerous de-
scendants of Calvin and Mandy
still live in Madison County,
many of them in Ryland.
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One Day in 1937

by Harold Fanning

y father, Horace Fanning, could never be

M accused of having idle hands. He worked

for the same company for over thirty
years, and upon retirement worked even harder at
staying busy and productive. My dad's woodworking
projects grace the walls of my home, a testimony to
Daddy's passion for detail and craftsmanship. He also
made it his purpose to live a healthy lifestyle, eating a
balanced diet and running five miles every day... .de-
spite the weather!

I eften think about the man my dad became and ’
wonder how he did it. Daddy's childhood was tragic |
to say the least... a result of one decision made by my
grandfather that would forever affect the lives of the Fan-
ning family for generations to come....

Life in the foothills of the Appalachian's during the
1920's was difficult to say the least. My grandfather, Grady
(Buck) Fanning, along with his brother, Jim, made a mea-
ger income in the timber industry. Cutting timber was a
long exhausting task that usually involved felling the trees
using a two man cross-cutt-sawv. Once the trees were on
the ground the limbs would be removed by use of a
double-blade axe, leaving the tree .
trunk bare. The logs would then Licensed - Insured - References
be dragged down the mountain by
a team of mules where they would
be loaded onto a wagon. This pro-
cess consisted ofhoisting up each

log by nothing more than muscle l;:“”‘:::

and determination by a group of Curhs “No Job Too Swaall”
men using a series of pulleys and Walk ways

ropes. Teams of mules would then Blocks Michael Sylvester
pull the logs to the local saw mills Stone 3586-694-2469

where they were converted into

AA Major Medical
insurance Plan:

Docior Office Copay, Drug Card

maurarcs svianetormarcust | | NOW ACCEPTING FALL CLOTHING!

Family, Business, Medicare
Supplement Available on Disabil-

ity or Age 65 and Up. Short Term, Upscale Consignment Boutique

effective immediately.
Ages 15 Days to 65'.y e Recycle. We're saving the planet one outfit at a time!
Needed: Niorth Face and Abercrombie
www.twiceuponatimeconsign.com

5767 Cove Commons Drive, Suite D - Huntsville, Al 35744
(256) 532-0250 sales@wiceuponatimeconsign.com

Twice Upon $ Tiwe



mailto:todemill@knology.net
http://www.twiceuponatimeconsign.com
mailto:sales@twiceuponatimeconsign.com

————————————————————, 1] Huntsville Page 55

usable lumber. The process was
long, the work extremely hard, not
to mention the tremendous dan-
gers of a serious accident.

The Depression may have
been over, but you couldn't have
convinced the residents living on
Maxwell Mountain in Jackson
County, Alabama of that fact.
Meals were measured more by
how skilled a hunter you were
and mainly consisted of deer,
squirrels, rabbits, possum, wild
turkey and fish caught from the
Paint Rock River down in the
valley.

Being responsible for pro-
viding food for a wife and six
kids, with another child on the
way, had to be difficult. Coupled
with the fact that just months
prior my grandfather witnessed
his own brother being erushed
to death in a logging accident,
had to drive him near the break-
ing point.

I never personally knew my
grandmother, Emma Sue, but
I've been told by many that she
was a good woman whom was
very devoted to her children. Her
first born was a baby girl, Eva
Lou, nicknamed "Evie,” born
February 28, 1923. Sadly, Evie
succumbed to pneumonia and
died on July 1, 1928 at five
years of age. Her next child was
a boy, Levoyed, born January
13, 1925. Elizabeth followed on
November 29, 1926.

My dad Horace came along on
September 5, 1929, and Jennie
Mae was born on September 2,
1931. Little Jimmy was born in
November, 1933 but died six
months later on May 5, 1934 from
complications with measles and
pneumonia. Mary Frances was
born on March 21, 1935.

But it was my grandmother's
last pregnancy that would prove
to be the most bizarre.

One summer afternoon in
1937 my grandmotiier, who was
eight months pregnant at the
time, began to prepare lunch for

my grandfather. All of her chil-
dren, except for two-year old
Frances, were at a neighbor's
house playing.

Noticing that the water bucket
was near empiy, my grandmother
decided to go down to the moun-
tain stream located next to the

HUNTSVILLE
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house and replenish the water
supply. As she got to the stream
she realized that she must wade
out into the water in order to fill
the bucket. As she neared the
middie ofthe stream she instine-
tively stepped on a smooth rock
that was covered over with moss
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and algae. Immmediately she lost
her footing resulting in her falling
solidly on a rock. Upon impaect,
she immediately went into labor
but was unable to get herselff out
of the water and back to the
house.

With no one around to help,
my grandmother was probably
in the water for some time be-
fore my grandfather and my
uncle Nelson finally found her.
By this time my dad and his sib-
lings arrived in time to see their
mother being removed from the
stream. My dad shared with me
that the stream was running
near solid red from the massive
blood loss.

Neighbors came to assist
and my grandmother continued
in labor for nearly two days be-
fore she gave birth to a baby girl.
Unfortunately, both my grand-
mother and her baby died on
the morning of May 19, 1937.

The funeral was attended by
many of the mountain residents.
A preacher was summoned and
a dual funeral was conducted.
The baby girl was laid gently in
her mother's arms as both were
placed in the same coffin and
buried under a tree not far from
the house.

As the funeral eoncluded my
grandfather made a decision that
forever changed the course of
our family's future. As the
mourners were about to dis-
band, my grandfather immedi-
ately began dispersing his remain-
ing children to whoever would
take them. Daddy's brother and

his two eldest sisters were given
to one familly. My dad was given
to another - but the worst was
when my dad shared with me a
mental image that haunted him
until his death.

Burned deep into his
memory was watching as his
father hand his two-year-old
sister, Frances, up to a strange
man on a horse. He testified that
it was that image of his little
sister looking back at him and
crying as the man rode away that
troubled him all his life.

[ was an adult with a family of
my own before my dad found his
brother and sisters. I remember

being in the room when they were
reunited - an awkward sense of
family and yet unfamiliarity filled
that tiny room as they reflected on
the years gone by.

My father, like his mother, met
his own untimely death after a
short battle with cancer on Feb-
ruary 14, 1999.

1 suppose in one way my
dad's death allowed him to finally
find the peace he had been search-
ing for all those years. And yet, it
was through my dad's death that
his life finally began to make sense
to me.

During those growing up years
in North Alabama, there were so
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many times that I didn't under-
stand my dad's reactions to cer-
tain circumstances.

However, during his final days
my father relayed to me so much
ofthe hardships he had to endure
during his life and I came to real-
ize that it was these difficulties
that literally made him the man
of principle that he was.

It is amazing how one event
can totally transform a life. There
is no doubt that the complexities
of my father's personality were a
result of the events of that fateful
dayin 1937.

News from
1875

- Someone broke into the
smokehouse of John Giles and
stole all the meat he had, ex-
cept just enough for one day's
rations for his family. Not long
ago some villain killed one of
Mr. Giles' cows, skinned her,
took the hide and left the meat.
The culprits will most likely
meet their fate one night when
they rob the wrong person.

- Huntsville was left in total
darkness last night, because of
the flooded condition of the gas
works.

- Building lot for sale - one
of the most desirable lots in the
city, adjoining the City Brewery
and one block from the Hunts-
ville Hotal. 80 feet front by 190
back. Price $700. Well fenced,
good stable, fruit trees and
grapes on the lot. Terms -1/2

eash, balanee in 12 months.
Contact Christian Fromm at the
City Brewery

- Public Library - S. D.
Cabaniss Jr. has supplied a
need long felt in Huntsville - a
public Libramy. It is an elegantly
fitted up room in the rear por-
tion of his book store, in Col.
Hundley's new building, oppo-
site the Huntsville Hotel.

- Halsey's Carriage shop,
corner of Green Street and
Meridianville Pike, has an el-
egant display of Phaetons,
Rockaways, Spring Wagons and
buggies.

- We hear of a couple living
in Gunatersville who have thir-
teen children, the oldest of
whom is ten years old. Six pairs
of twins are among the number,
and all the thirteen are girls.

- D. B. Young will open an
English and Classical School
for Boys at his residence on
Franklin Street on Monday.
Terms: $4, $5 and $6 per
month, payable momnthly. Strict
diseipline applied.
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particles that are synthetic, bovine or human. We can place the
implant and the teeth at your same visit.

Come in today to see us for a free consultation. If you have a
panalipse Xray, please bring it, otherwise we have to charge for

Eugene H. Scott, Jr., D.D.S.

Huntsville, Alabama 35801

www.dreugenehscottjr.com
No representation is made about the quality of dental services to be performed is
greater than the quality of dental services performed by other dentists.

(256) 533-0434



yahoo.com
http://www.dreugenehscottjr.com
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Things
Remembered

by David Dickson

As I drive around Huntsville there is rarely
a block that I don't have some memory from
the past.

I spent most of my preschool and early
school days in the early to mid 50's with my
Aunt Kay in Lincoln Village. During that time
I made some lifelong friends such as "Duke”
Dunsoen, Benny Wilbourn, Greg Coffey and
others. We spent a lot of time shooting marbles
and any other thing for entertainment.

I learned at this time that it was not a
good thing to throw dead cats in the creek.
That was as close as I would ever be to a
lynch mob.

We would go to our neighbors, the Dunson's,
and watch wrestling on TV, all the way from
Nashville. It was as much fun watching Thurman
Dunson and my Uncle Robert as it was watching
the wrestling,

I want to visit Lincoln Schoeol one day and
see my old classrooms. I still remember each
room from each grade. My first and second
grade classes were in the basement. So was
the cafeteria where the smell of rolls baking
would starve you to death.

Laxlien Firrst Botigues

New Arriivaillsi

Liquid, Eva Franco, Mycra Pac
Rainooats, Maruca Handbags,
Nubras (Sizes
a-d) 3 Dots T-Shirts!

Aromatique Cinnamon candles
& more scents ._ummmi
Stop in and pick up your
| favoritess.. Nouvelle Candles,
Lo McBloom Skincare,

" We Have Moved!

We are now located in the
Raiilroad Station Antigue Mall, 2nd filor.
Carner of Monroe & Jeffksson, Downtown

Whatever happened to Patrol Boys? Ms. Chapman
always had them perfectly in step. Of eourse she
expected that of everyone. She was the teacher that
everyone feared until she was their teacher, then you
loved her.

Mr. Anderson, the principal, was a nice man
until you crossed the line. He kept a small leather
strap in his pocket. I never knew of him using it
but knowing he had it was enough.

Across Meridian Street was the Dr. Pepper Bot-
tling plant. Sometimes they would leave the side
door open and we could watch them bottling. It was
an amazing process for a young boy.

I had made the big time when I got to join the
Boy's Club. The club was in a big old house with
lots of room for activities. We had arts and crafts
which I thought I did rather well at it until I saw the
work later in life, no prizes there. There was a box-
ing ring in the basement that we used as a “rassling’
ring

My first experience with organized sports was
at the Boy's Club. I got my first baseball uniform
there, they put my name in the paper a couple of
times and the coaches really cared that you learn
and grow. This is why I still suppert the Club.

Flags - Yard Art - Linens

Alabama & Flags
Favorite
$25.00 -10% oft

LEAVES ARE  ¢50.00 -15% off
STARTING TO  g188 89-28% off

and SO ARE MY PRICES

7500 Memorial Parkway South Suite 115S
Huntsville, Al 35802 (256) 880-9988

(Jun m s

707 Andrew Jackson Way
Huintsville, Al 35801

DISCOUNT
WICKER - RATTAN FURNITURE

Lee Roy Cunningham
Betty Jo Cunningham

(256) 5368-3071
Mon - Fri 10-5 Sat -10 - 4




My time at home with my par-
ents could be very interesting as
well. T have two mentally chal-
lenged older brothers and this
was always a strain on my par-
ents. They provided as best they
could and searched for what was
best for my brothers.

It was a blessing when an or-
ganization was formed that was
the beginning of what is now The
ARC on Washington St. The
“School" had several homes over
the years. They were at East
Clinton School, West Huntsville
YMCA and several other locations
before finding the permanent
home they have now. They have
grown from a handful of children
to opportunities for children and
adult clients as well. They are par-
tially funded by the United Way so
remember them in your pledges
as it is so worthwhile.

We lived near where Drake
Technical College is today and
there was a black family who
lived next door to us at the time.
There were several children in the
familly. They were the Williams
and we were good friends and
playmates. I wonder what hap-
pened to them.

Gregory was my age and we
spent a lot of time playing outside
during summer break from
school. I never understood why he
went to ene school and I had to
go to town to Lincoln. Later I
learned of segregation and deseg-
regation. This is an example of

something good causing prob-
lems. It caused a strain between
black and white families that
were living in harmomyy. Peer pres-
sure and publieity caused us not
knowing what to do and ended up
splitting up friendships.

How about Saturday trips to
town? Mama would shop, usu-
ally making me go with her and
Daddy hung out around the
Courthouse. He always found
someone he knew and would
usually end up at The James
Steakhouse. Funny but I never
saw a steak served there.

There was Wimpy's, City
Cafe and so many other good
places to eat. If I happened to
be with Mama, we ate at W.T.
Grants or the SnoWhite.

It was fun to hang out around
the Courthouse. We would sit on
the chains surrounding
the building. I remember
a man that was always
there with his guitar
playing for change.

I definitely remem-
ber that there were
white water fountains
and colored. I also re-
member driving down
Church St. There
seemed to be an air of
excitement all of the
time.

Every fall was an ex-
citing time for car enthu-
siasts because the new
cars hit the market at the
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same time. Why did the industry
get away from that? I always
heard that the dealers would hide
the new ones in the country and
bring them in on show day. My
Unele Robert and I would ride
around on Sunday looking in the
windows at all of the dealers on
Meridian Street. What excitement!
[ have always loved Huntsville
and brag about it every chance I
get. It also makes me proud that
most people who come to
Huntsville never want to leave.

Prosperity is that wonderful
time when we can
get enough credit to live
beyond our means.

Sally Medford

DFE=
Y X 7



buildinghsv.com
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c iVi I Wa r News and beat Mrs. Barbour with

from Jackson
County

Flumtswville Daily Confeder-
ate, Feb. 13, 1864

Recent advises from Jackson
County, Ala., represent the ter-
rible devastation through out
the county, except where there
are mountain defiles and fast-
nesses favorable for guerrilla
operations.

We are told that Maj. Lemuel
G. Mead is operating in that
county with five companies, and
with good effect — that he, re-
cently, captured and brought out
20 prisoners. He remains with his
men in the ecounty and subsists
them there, at points, where it
would be dangerous for the Yan-
kees to travel and they are discreet
enough not to attempt it.

There are three Tory compa-
nies there - one raised in Jack-
son County, the Captain of
which is Ephraim Latham, who
deserted from the 50th Ala.,
about a year ago. The other two
companies are from DeKalb
County, Alabama.

The Yankees feel contempt for
them and stigmatize them as the
1st. Alabama Tory Battalion. We
are told that one of the miscre-
ants — Sample by name, not long
sinee, went to the house of Elias

Barbour, a true Southerner,

a hickory withe, and only
desisted when her daughier,
heroically, seized an axe and
drove him off.

We are, also, told that an
old "Rebel" woman, living
near Bellefonte, was struck
by a Yankee with a stick on
the back ofher neck, break-
ingit.

The Courthouse and all
of the block on the West
side of the Square in
Bellefonte have been burnt
by the Yankees.

You know it's going to
be a bad day when your
internet date turns out
to be your ex-wife.

Jerry Johnson, Decatur

= mrost ceriain thing abowt the

fwwmre is its uncertainty,
ft's never too early to be responsible.
Ourfpamily (fare Programs
[firee famidies firom emotional and
Sfimaricial decivion=ndfing when numbed by
the loss gff a IdQwd ore.

¢ LAUGHLIN SERVICE
o Puneral Home — Cramatoryy. e,

2320 Bob ‘Wallace eFr W 5342471

Call Sue Ann Childers

HUNTSVILLLLE

FIRE EQUIPMENT

Come visit us at our new location - 2107 Meridian St.

Complete Fire Extinguisher and Hood System
Service &, Installation.

534-7676

24 Hour Emergency Service




0ld Huntsville Page 61

I WANTED T

YOUR OLD COINS AND CURRENCY!
WE ARE PAYING FROM 75% 17O 100% OF
CURRENT MARKET VALUE FOR THE FOLLOWING!

SILVER DOLLARS, PRE-1934 GOLD COINS, UNITED
STATES MINT PROOF AND MINT SETS 1850 TO 2006,
OLD CURRENCY, SILVER AND GOLD CERTIFICATES,
NATIONAL BANK NOTES, OBSOLETE & SCRIP NOTES.

ALSO BUYING COMPLETE SETS OF LINCOLN CENTS,
LIBERTY AND BUFFALO NICKELS, BARBER AND
MERCURY DIMES, BARBER AND STANDING LIBERTY
QUARTERS, BARBER AND WALKING LIBERTY HALVES.

Now BUYING UNCIRCULATED ROLLS OF LINCOLN
CENTS PRE-1959, JEFFERSON NICKELS PRE-1956,
ROOSEVELT DIMES N946-1964, WASHINGTON HEAD
QUARTERS 1932-1964, FRANKLIN AND KENNEDY

A LVES KN DGR 2 L AG s s de dededededededede dedede dede dedededededede de dede de de de dede e de
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******************Mﬁkmggm******************

kR EERRdkEkkdhkkrrkkbkkidkidhhddoiddhhkhhkkkhkidhhdiidiik

CHECK US OUT FOR YOUR CHRISTMAS GIFT
NEEDS IN COLLECTIBLES OF LASTING VALUWUEE:
$50 GOLD BUFFALO COIN.....BULLION + $50.."
PROOFSHETS, MINT SETS, SILVER EAGLES AVAIL.

COMPLETE LINE OF SUPPLIES FOR COINS, ARTIFACTS.
10K- 14K- 18K JEWELRY IN DIAMONDS, SAPPHIRES,
RUBIES AND EMERALDS.

ALABAMA COIN & SILVER CoO.

914 BoB WALLACE AVE., JUST EAST oF 231 PARKWAY OVERPASS
DECEMEBER HOWURS: MON-FIR! 10-7, SAT 94, 256-536-0262
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Tips from Liz

* Ifyou have a hard time find-
ing your home door key on a
keychain full of other keys, just
use some bright red nail polish
and paint each side of the key (not
on the part that goes into the lock)
and you'll save time!

* Tiredness collects on the
insides of one’s elbows and the
backs of one’s knees. Wake up
your body by slapping both those
areas.

* If you feel sluggish in the
morning it may be your gallblad-
der. Try drinking 3 tablespoons of
fresh lemon juice in halfa glass
ofwarm water, a halfhour before
breakfast - do this for a week and
see ifyou feel better.

* Add radiance to your red
hair right after you shampoo by
pouring a cup of strong Red
Zinger tea through your hair, leave
it en for 5 minutes & rinse.

¥ It has been proven that
people who eat 2 apples a day

have fewer headaches than those
who don't eat the fruit.

* White grape juice is said to
absorb the body’s acid, which
adds to arthritis & gout. Drink 1
glassful in the morning and one
before dinner.

* Instant reviver for hot
flashes - rush to the fridge and
open both the freezer and fridge
side. Stand as close to it as
possible til you feel normal again.

* Ifyou suffer a bruise, peel a
banana, discard the fruit and
place the inside of the peel against

the bruise and tape it down for
the night. This really will help.

* Positive energy is inhaled
through the right nostril. Put a
piece of cotton in your left nostril
and breathe through your right
nostril for an hour. You will be
revitalized!

* During a sinus attack, chew
a one-inch square of honeycomb.
After you swallow the honey, con-
tinue to chew the honeycomb for
10 minutes. It ean help clear up
the congestion and give you a
spurt of energy, too!

— . j0b8? Want batter

gver a MDY We ean

of your

through AXA Network, LLC ari its subsidiecas

Rob Walker
Registered Represemiative Tel. (256) 227-6297
Fax (256) 341-5996
robert wafier @aeaanihisors com
Wik Bl
www A Aonlise.com

Securities oftered through AXA Advisors, LLC (NY, NY, 212-314-4800), member NABD, 8IPC. Annuity and insurance products oflered

GE-30486(D) (11/04)
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Why should assisted living care be licensed?

Chamees are that long-term care insurance
policies do not cover the costs of an uniicensed
assisted living provider. Having a state license Decenber 3151, 2007.
can mean adhering to a standard of care that others do not have to meet., like
having a licensed nurse on stafif 24-howurs a day.

$1,500Resemmation Deposit
waived ifmoved in by

Redstone Village is the area’s only true Lijfe Care community with

an assisied living compoment licensed by the state. As a part ofa

o -

Life Care community, all residents have access to a full continuum
of care, including Skilled Nursing, if more advanced care is ever

: il ne€ded. Whether yoi're coming from home or the
hospital, direct admission or respite care
is available. Call 881-6088for detnils.

12000 Turmmmeyer Dr. « Huntsville
www.redstonevillage.org
256-881 6086 or tall free 1-966-881-6717

South on Memorial Pkwy., Left on Veterans Dr.

[2/10 of a mile past Hobbs Rd.]

HEAL'TH SERVICES

ASSISTED LIVING & SKILLED NURSING



wwwAXAonine.com
http://www.redstonevillage.org
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Our Motto - Young Children, Priority One - Our Goal - Helping Kids

Clyde Barclay - Donald Bishop - Bill Brown - Chuck Bobo - Martin Burke
Winston DeShields - Gordon Dison - Kinley Eittreim - Ernest Francis - Neil Cocker - Vic Grimes
Jack Grosser - Bill Grunwald - Ed Hardin - Steve Harris - Jesse Hopkins - Bill lvy
Andy Karabinos - Rand Lehman - Hartwell Lutz - John Martin - Hank Mattern
Hank Miller - Archie Murchie - Robert Overall - Chuck Owens - Wilbur Patterson - Pasqual Rico
Roscoe Roberts - Donald Royston - Bill Russell - Bill Sevey - Reggie Skinner - Joe Sloan
Bob Smith - Walt Terry - John Vaughn - Ray Weinberg - Jim White
Jim Yeager - Sam Zeman



When William (Bill) Dean decided to build his own version of a Hot Rod in 1929, he used
parts from three model T Fords and scrap metals salvaged from freight cars that were side
tracked near his home. Tools consisted of a Ford wrench set, a hand-operated drill press, a
hack saw, hammer and chisel. A small hand-operated air pump provided pressure to the gas
tank to force gas to the motor. The propeller was hand-carved from a heart of pine timber. With
no speedometer there was no way to measure its speed but it was reputed to be FAST! After
many complaints (and threats) about flying rocks and dust clouds on country roads, Bill was
persuaded to dispose of it.

Those days are long gone, but the folks at Propst Drug store still
believe in offering the same dedicated, personal service that makes
our city a special place to live.

“Old Tyme Friendly Service” 717 Pratt Ave. NE
Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 days a week

(256) 539-7443

* One Hour Photo *

US Gov't. Post Office
UPS Shipping



