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inneecent

Claudia Perkins stood on the
front porch with her daughters
and watched in shock as her
husband was led off in hand-
cuffs. She later said she felt as
if she was living in some kind of
a horrible nightmare.

She knew beyond a shadow of
doubt that her husband was
innocent; she had been with him
all evening. Her children had also
told the deputy that their father
had been home all night but no
one seemed to listen, or care.




In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington
Street. They believed in offfering fair prices, treating each customer with
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fomrth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.

While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more
employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers
insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the
saime location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

539-57717
-




An

Innocent
Man

The skies seemed to reflect
the gloom of many people strug-
gling through the depression in
1935. Huge storm clouds were
swirling over Miadison County
and lightning danced from one
thunderhead to another. People
everywhere rushed to finish
their chores and get home be-
fore the rain began. Suddenlly,
Just as the whistle at Lincoln
Mills began blowing for the
evening shift, the heavens opened
up. Tarrential rains, whipped by
cyclonic winds, began pounding
everything in its path. Trees bent
in the wind and roads became
small rivers as the storm un-
leased its fury.

It was a good night, every-
one agreed, to stay home.

A few miles north of Humnts-
ville, on Wimchester Road, Bill
and Claudia Perkins were sitting
in the front room of their small
home listening to a radio pro-
gram broadcast from Chicago.
Their two daughters, aged nine
and eleven, were playing in an-
other room. Several times, as
the noise ofthe storm increased,

Bill leaned forward to turn the
sound up. Glancing at the dying
embers in the fireplace he be-
rated himself for not bringing
in another load of wood before
the storm hit.

Reluctantly he got up and put
on his coat before going outside
in the rain. A few minutes later
he returned with a load of fire
wood, his clothes soaking wet.
Affter tending the fire he went
into the bedroom and changed,
leaving his wet clothes on a
chair.

The radio program ended
several hours later, at nine
o'clock, and the family was pre-
paring for bed when there was
a loud insistent knocking at the
front door. It was Ben Giles,
Sheriff of MadisOn Coumntly.

By the look on the sheriff's
face the couple knew it was not
a social visit. “Bill, where have
you been tonight?”

With no reason to be
alarmed, Bill replied that he
had been home all night since
getting off from work at five
o’clock. He had not left the
house all night. The same ques-
tion was asked of Claudia and
she confirmed what Bill said.

While they were talking a
deputy went into the bedroom,
returning a few minutes later
with a wet shirt and pair of
pants. “I thought you said you
had not left the house all night,”
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he asked.

Bill explained about going
outside in the rain to get fire-
wood but the deputy seemed not
to hear. Suddenly feeling
alarmed at the stramge question-
ing, Bill began demanding to
know what it was all about.

Sheriff Giles looked at him

for a long moment, as if trying
to decide something, before fi-
nally replyimg. “Son, you're un-
der arrest for armed robbery.
OI' Man Tipton was robbed
about an hour ago and we have
two witnesses who identified
you.”
Claudia Perkins stood on
the firont porch with her daugh-
ters and watched in shock as
her husband was led offin hand-
cuffs. She later said she felt as
if she was living in some kind
of a horrible nightmare. She
knew beyond a shadow of doubt
that her husband was innocent;
she had been with him all
evening. Her children had also
told the deputy that their father
had been home all night but no
one seemed to listen, or care.

At first light the next morn-
ing Claudia walked to a
neighbor’s home and begged him
to take her to town to try to find
out what was happenimg. The
news was even more disheart-
ening than the night before. Mr.
Tipton, a rent collector for the
mills, had been robbed as he was
making his rounds. A person who

lived across the street from where
the robbery occurred, and who
worked at the mill, had given a
statement that he saw Bill running
away from the scene with a pistol
in his hand. Amother person who
also worked at the mill said he
was walking down the street and
saw Bill waiting in the shadows
at exactly the place where the rob-
bery occurred a few minutes later.

Claudia spent the rest of the
day going from one office to an-
other trying to find someone
who would listen to her story.
Repeatedly she was told that the
evidence was overwhelming, At
one point she was even warned
that she could be prosecuted for
lying to authorities and insist-
ing she had been with her hus-
band all evening,

The neighbor who had given
her a ride had stayed with her
all day as she beseeched authori-
ties to listen to her. On the way
home that afternoon he was
stramgely silent. Finally after
clearing his throat several times
he blurted out what he had been
thinking all day.

“Mrs. Perkins, I know what
you are trying to do. I might do

Did you notice that when
you put these two words
together - “The” and
“IRS” - it spells “Theirs?
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Kids in north Alabama now have access right here in Huntsville to the resources of St. Jude Children's Research Hospital.
Certain cancers and blood disorders are being treated at the new St. Jude Clinic at Huntsville Hospital for Women &
Children. The outpatient clinic is led by Huntsville Hospital pediatric hematologist/oncologist Dr. Lucille Ferrante.

If you would like more information call us, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday at (256) 265-JUDE or visit our website.
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the same thing if it was my kin,
but you need to stop this before
you get in trouble. We all know
that he did it and you are just
going to have to learn to live with
it.”

Almost as an afterthought he
added, “That boy has bad blood
running all through him. It's a
wonder he ain't been in prison
before.”

Claudia bit her tongue to
keep from saying what was on
her mind. When they pulled up
in front of her home she got out
without saying a word, not even
bothering to close the car door.

It was true, she thought, that
Bill had been in trouble before;
but never for anything serious.
He had a hair trigger temper and
would fight anyone he thought
was insulting him. Seweral
months earlier he had been fired
from the Mill when he got into
a fight with one of the foremen.
The mill pressed charges and
Bill was locked up for several
days but eventually the charges
were dropped. He had also been
arrested several times for pub-
lic intoxication but had been
released after paying a twenty
five dollar fine.

Clamdia had actually sepa-
rated from Bill at one point; tak-
ing the children and moving
back to her parents’ home in
Fayetteville. She knew the fights
and the drinking were Bill's fault
and had loudly told him so on
more than one occasion.
knew there was no question that

her husband was innocent ofthe
robbeny. Bill would have had to
drive to town, rob Mr. Tipton and
then drive back home in the three
or four minutes he was out of her
sight getting firewood. It was
impossible. There was no way.
News travels fast in a small
commumiiiy. The next day brought
a steady parade of family and
friends stopping by to offfer their
condolences, and most likely
hoping to pick up some Juicy
gossip. Clandia told her story
over and over again, as did her
two daughters, but no one re-
ally listened. One of her cous-
ins, a large overweight woman
known for her holier-than-thou
attitude, began harping at her
about leaving Bill. Amotther per-
son, a neighbor whom Claudia
had tried to sell Bill's car to in
order to hire a lawyer, told ev-
eryone who would listen that he
had always predicted that Bill
would end up in prison.
Claudia’s oldest daughter,
Betty, tried to tell everyone that
she was with her father that
night but no one was interested.
Allmost sixty years later she
could still vividly recall that day.
“When no one would listen to
me [ started crying and scream-
ing that my father was innocent. I
told them that they didn't know

“The senate just sits and walits
tll they find out what the
President wants, so they know
how to vote against hirm.”

Wil Rogers
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what they were talking about.”

“I still remember one
woman who kept watching me
like I had a contagious disease.
She leaned over to another
woman and said, “It ain't right
what they are making these chil-
dren do.”

Unable to post bail, Bill
Perkins remained in jail until
his trial. That only served to
intensify the gossip.

Human nature can be cruel.
While people will swear undy-
ing friendship and loyalty, few
can resist the temptation of lis-
tening to, or repeating, gossip.
As Bill Perkins sat in jail, his whole
life became fodder for the rumor
mills. Stories were told about his
grandfather who had been locked
up one time for bootlegging, and
of a cousin who had been divorced
two times.

People began to tell stories
about Claudia; about how she
must be a loose woman to live
with a man like her husband.
Parents warned their children
about playing with her daughters,
saying they came from bad blood.

The trial itself only lasted a
few hours. A witness took the
stand and testified he saw Bill

Perkins running away from the
scene with a gun in his hand.
He described the gun as being a
nickel-plated revolver. Bill’s law-
yer never asked the witness how
he could identify Bill, or a gun,
from almost a hundred feet
away at night during a drench-
ing thunderstorm. The next wit-
ness testified about seeing Bill
near the scene. He described Bill
as wearing a floppy hat that cov-
ered almost half of his face.
Although there were no lights and
a violent thunderstorm was
raging, the witness still insisted he
recognized Bill from almost half
a block away.

Bill's lawyer never asked how
that was possible.

Claudia and her oldest
daughter, Betty, both took the
stand and told their stories.
Betty remembered a juror shak-
ing his head the whole time she
was on the stand. The jurors
had already made up their
minds.

Bill Perkins was sentenced
to three years in Kilby Peniten-
tiary.

“Mama almost lost her mind,”
remembered Betty. “Some times
she would cry all day long, Other
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times she would go out next to the
wood pile and just stand there
screaming. The bad thing was
there wasn't nothing I could say
or do to help her. I felt the same
way she did. It was like the whole
world was ganging up on us.”

GAS LOG SALE!

Wide selection of
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Since 1981
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“Affter the first few months
Mama changed. She wouldn't go
around people anymore. All she
would do was sit at the kitchen
table every night with all those
papers in front ofher. There was
a cold hard look about her that
I had never seen before.”

“We moved to town and
Mama got a job working at the
mill. Every spare minute was
spent working on her papers
and talking to people at the
courthouse. One judge she
talked to told her to not worry, that
“three years would go by in a
hurry.”

“We didn't have any money
but Mama kept talking to law-
yers anyway, trying to get them
to take the case. One lawyer ac-
tually read all the records and
told Mama there would be no
trouble getting it owerturned ....
but he needed two thousand
dollars up front. He said jus-
tice might be blind, but it wasn't
cheap.

Bill Perkins spent almost
two and a halfyears in the peni-
tentiary before being released.
The homecoming was bitter-
sweet. The family was together
but would have to start all over
again. His car had been sold to
pay the lawyers. Maost oftheir fur-
niture had been repossessed.
Adding insult to injury, the mill in-

“When I'm feeling down, |
like to whistle. It makes the
neighbor’s dog run to the end
of his chain and gag himself.”

Maxine

formed Claudia that ifBill stayed
with her she would have to move
out of the mill home she was rent-
ing, “We don't want people like him
living here,” they said.

“Daddy tried hard,” remem-
bered Betty. “He knocked on
about every door in Huntsville
trying to get aJob but when they
found out who he was they
wouldn't hire him. His cousin
finally loaned him the money to
buy an old truck and he spent
weeks working on it trying to get
it to run. Later on he started
hauling timber from sawmills
out in the countny. It didn’t pay
hardly nothing but Daddy made
up for it by working seven days a
week, morning to night.”

Suddenlly, about six months

SPRY FUNERAL
AND CREMATORY

HOMES INC.

Family owned and operated
since 1919

(256) 536-6654

We now have the first phase of’

Valley View Cemetery
open with 100 acres reserved for
future development.
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after Bill got out of prison, it
seemed as if a miracle was about
to happen. A Huntsville police-
man, who was married to
Claudia’s cousin, stopped by
the house one day with aston-
ishing news. A man had been
arrested for armed robbery and
while being questioned had con-
fessed to the crime Bill was con-
victed of. For the first time in
three years there was something
to really celebrate.

“We all loved ice cream,”
said Betty, “and after Daddy
heard the news he went out and
bought two gallons of it. We sat
on the front porch and ate every
bit of it with Daddy just sitting
there grinning the whole time.”

Strangely, although another
person had confessed to the
armed robbery Bill was con-
victed of, the authorities did
nothing. It was decided to just
let matters stay the way they
were. Reopening the case would
have forced the jurors and pros-
ecutor at Bill's trial to admit
they made a mistake, something
prosecutors in Alabama rarely,
if ever, do. Besides, they prob-
ably thought, Bill Perkins is out
of prison and it's over with.

An attorney speaking on be-
half of the persecutor’s office and
off the record, told Claudia and
Bill that his case would never be
reopened. “There’s just too
many things involved that you
don’t understand,” said the at-
torney. “We know you got a raw
deal but I have the word of cer-
tain people that if you apply for
a pardon, they will go along with
it.”

“That means they would for-
give me for the crime, even though
Ididn’t doit,” said Bill

“A school without football is
in danger of deteriorating into
a medieval study hall.”

Frank Leahy / Notre Dame
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“Yes, basically that’s what it
means.”

Bill's face had grown beet
red. “You tell them to take that
pardon and ....... ! I ain't com-
mitted no crime and [ ain't go-
ing to ask forgiveness for some-
thing I didn’t do!”

Furniture
Factory £
Bar & Grill

Life should have become Open at
easier for the couple, but it [ 100 am.
didn’t. Bill Perkins wore the la-
bel of a jail bird and regardless
of what happened no one would ¥
change their minds. Once
started, gossip and rumors take
on lives of their own. Happy Hour Drink Specials!

One day while hauling a load
of timber from New Market, Bill's
truck broke down. It was pouring
rain with the temperature hover-
ing around the freezing mark.
Reluctantly, Bill decided to hitch
aride into town to get a tow truck.
Car after car slowly passed, with
some of them almost coming to a

Visit our Patio - one of the
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Wed., Fri. & Saturday

Open Tues. - Sat. for fine dining
and your enjoyment.
(256) 539-8001
619 Meridian Street
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LAWREN*S
809 MADISON STREET
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801
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China, Crystal, Silver, Pewter, Table
Linen, Cookware.
Decorative Accessories, Invitations and
Announcements, LLenox China & Crystal,
Fine Linens & Cottons For Bed & Bath.
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full stop before recognizing him
and speeding away. Finally, after
standing in the cold rain for al-
most an hour, he got a lift from
a complete stramger.

“I remember Daddy coming
home that day,” said Betty. “He
stood in front of the fireplace
for the better part ofan hour with-
out ever saying a word. Finally he
looked at me and told me to go
get Maama and my sister. When we
were all gathered in the front
room Daddy announced we were
moving to Chicago. He would go
first, get ajob and find a place for
us to live. Then he would send us
the money for bus tickets.”

“I ain't living no place where
they treat a man worse than a
mongrel dog!”

“The next day Daddy left,”
continued Betty. That was the
last time we ever saw him. Two

days later a deputy knocked on
the door and told us that Daddy
had died in a car wreck near
Evanston, Indiana.”

“Mama didn’t have the
money to have Daddy’s body
shipped home so they buried him
in a pauper’s grave.”

As news of Bill’'s death
spread people began stopping by

Claudia’s house to offer their con-
dolences. In a sick sort of way,
many of the condolences were
coupled with“  It's probably the
best thing. Now he is out of your
life for good!”

“Miama sat there in a chair not
saying anything, just listening to
people talk about her husband.
Finally Mama got up and went

1112 6th Avenue, SE
Decatur, Al 35601
(256)353-2503

(Stice 1969)
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Molher’s Day, except the
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into the bedroom. When she came
back she was holding my father's
old shotgun.”

In a voice barely above a
whisper Clandia ordered every-
one out of her house.

“It was almost funny to
watch that bunch of hypocrites
fighting one another to get out
the front door,” remembered
Betty. “Affter that people pretty
much left us alone but it didn't
help Mama. She had been
through so much that she was
Just drained inside. Four years
later, on my 21st birthday,
Mamna died. That same summer
[ visited my father's grave in In-
diana. I had never been there
before but the grave was easy to
find. Mama had ordered a tomb-
stone for it.”

Wiillliaomn Perkins
1894 - 1938
Here lies an innocent
man from
Huntsville, Alabama.
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Kiwanis Club of Huntsville
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Heard on the
Street in 1907

- John Griffin and Jim
Brown, colored, were arrested
and placed injail here by Deputy
Sheriffs Pierce and Robinson on
charges of gaming and public
drunkenness. Deputy Pierce also
found a concealed razor on the
person of Brown. Griffin, it is be-
lieved, is wanted in Gadsden on a
charge of murder and will be held
here until offficials of that place
advise disposition.

- Waamted - good nurse and
housekeeper, white or colored.
Adldress N.H. care of'the times.

- Divorce sale - Items cheap
-One Everett piano, bed stands,
chairs, gas stove, air tight heater,
one double set of harness, one
saddle, one refrigerator, one
kitchen safe and a few other
house articles, also one lot ce-
dar posts and kindlimg, Can be
seen at my home on West
Clinton Street.
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Flogging of a White Man
Near Hazel Green

firom 1923 newspaper

Something of a sensation was created yesterday
morning when it was brought to the attention of the
district attorney that Jesse Wearren, living in the Ha-
zel Green neighborhood, had been severely flogged
by a number of men who, following the beating,
warned Wamren to leave the section of the country
where he lived. Also that Mrs. Weanren had been warned
to leave the neighborhood.

The story was brought to Huntsville by the father of
the man flogged, who said his son had been called from
the home ofhis sister-im-lamv, where he and Mrs. Waanren
and their two children were visiting, and taken in charge
by a band of thirty or more men, robed in white and
with faces masked. Acvarding to the story told by the
father, young Waamren was forcibly carried a short dis-
tance, where he was severely beaten. Later he was taken
to the Huntsville-Fayetteville Pike, where another beat-
ing was administered and Waaren headed north and was
told to leave.

The beaten man is said to be about 30 years old. No
arrests have been made but an investigation is said to
be under way. No cause was assigned by the elder War-
ren for the flogging ofhis son.

It's European!

964 Airport Road ¢ 880-9220

Look younger
than your daughter!

Clayton Marcus
Best Chair

Hickory Hill
Jamison Bedding

2130 Meridian St. N Hours:
Huntsville, AL 35811 Mon. - Fri. 9-6
Bhone: 534-4949 Sat. 9-§
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Madison
County High
School
Class of 1960

by Austin Miller

Recently I attended my Madi-
son County High School
(Gurley) class reunion. I had not
seen most of my classmates
since we graduated in 1960. But
with the exception of a couple
of snap misidentifications that
provided considerable levity at
my expense, I knew most every-
body at first sight and could call
their name. As the evening pro-
gressed and I adjusted to forty
seven years of change, the group
began to look almost as famil-
iar to me as they did in 1960.
In the days since the reunion,
my mind has been drawn back
to the way things were in 1960.

At that time Gurley was a
country school and we were
country kids. Most of us were
poor and there were very few
boys or girls in the class that
didn't have to pick and chop
cotton. To enable students to
help with the crops, we had split

“At Georgia Southern, we
don’t cheat. That costs money
and we don’t have any.”

Erk Russell / Ga. Southern

C.T. Garvin Feed & Seed
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sessions. School let out the last
of May so we could chop cot-
ton, started again the middle of
July and ran until the first of
September.

During picking time school
was out from September until
the middle of October. When we
started back in July after chop-
ping time, it was hot weather
with no air conditioning but
nobody noticed. After working
outside five or six weeks in the
hot sun, any place under a shade
seemed cool, even a hot class-
roomi.

All the boys belonged to the
Future Farmers of America
(FFA) and the girls belonged to
the Future Homemakers of
America. One of the perks of
this was that we got to attend
the 4-H calf show in Huntsville
each spring. Well groomed
cattle, mostly Hereford bulls, from

MISSING SOMETHING?

Maybe it's friends who pull you
up instead of pushing you down.
Maybe it's a passion that gets you
out of bed in the morning. Maybe it's
knowing you're a part of something
bigger than yourself.

A DIFFERENT KIND OF CHURCH

Small groups are forming now.
For more information, check out:

www.thebridgeumc.org
John Hill - Pastor

' T_I:ETBRIGQE

" a new united methodist church

Alabama
Coin & Silver |

oy BUYING - SELLING - TRADING ‘
ESTATE APPRAISALS

I Charles Cataldo, Jr. Owner
Ph. (256) 536-0262
912 Bob Wallace Ave.
Huntsville, Alabama

We buy and sell rare coins and collectibles

883-0187
{;/f:z ﬁi’:’ 4800 Whitesburg Drive
gatons 33-75
ZIGKII / 800 t‘iim?s Ave.gr’-'igve Foints
or Carry-out! 464-7811
Madison

Yes! We Caterl!!
Some of the best tastin’ chicken anywhere!

On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart



http://www.thebridgeumc.org
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all over the county were brought
to town for show and circled
around the court house forjudg-
ing. Most of us didn't pay much
attention to the calfshow but en-
joyed a day in town away from
school.

Gurley won the county bas-
ket ball championship in 1960
under Coach Olen Nelson. I had
the privilege of sitting next to
him at the reunion. He was
highly respected by the students
as a teacher and coach. I have
recently enjoyed becoming reac-
quainted with him as a fellow
member of Holmes Street
United Medfthodist Church.

At least five of our class
members have died. One was
Larry Howell who was killed in
1974, immediately after the big
April tornado in a car accident.
Larry was a forward on the
1960 championship basketball
team and made all countty. We
also lost Jimumy Alllison who
was a guard on the team. I am
not certain but I believe he too
made all county. When he died

he was an owner and president
of Alllison Candy Company in
Paint Rock. I am told that Faye
Sharp and Charlene Smith died
of cancer. Although he didn't |
graduate with us, Snake Lee was
aclassmate until our senior year.
Snake quit in the spring before
graduation to join the Armmy. He
was home on leave after basic
training during graduation and
attended in uniform. Seeing all his
former class mates receive diplo-
mas must have been hard for him
to witness. Snake died about two
years ago.

When we were in high
school, television was coming
into its own. Wketams were the
rave. We cut our teeth on
Gunsmoke, Bonanza, The Vir- ,
ginian, Wagon Train and many

Huntsville's Newest & Most
Modern Facility

“The honeymoon is definitely
over when all the baby talk
around the house is being
done by the baby.”

Johnny Simmons , o '

Need Someone
to talk to
your Club?

Long time Huntsville native
and regular writer for Old Hunts-
ville, Johnny Johnston will be glad
to speak before your group about
Huntsville, the way it used fo be.
There is no charge.

He is a highly regarded
speaker whose talks about
Huntsville's history are guaranteed
to keep the audience enthralled.

Call Johnny Johnston

Brookshire Health Care
Skilled Nursing Facility

4320 Judith Lamne
Humtsville AL 35805

2s6) 837 1730
Fax (286) 430 3287

Committed to Compassion
Strivingfor Excellence
Serving Responsibly

e N et

Ouir Team Includes:

Physlcians, Nurses, Physical Therapist,

Occupational Therapist, Social Worker, Speech Therapist,
Activities Director and Registered Dieticlan.

Shert term rehabilitation, long term care, & complex medical care:
Whether the need is for short term rehabilitation,
or whether you would like to make Brookshire Health Care Center
a home for you or your loved one,

(256) 656-9575 we look forward te hearing from you.



others that are now less known. They all had
one common theme, you could tell which one
was the good guy and the good guy always
won.

In those days the televisions were black
and white and that's the way we saw the
world. We didn't talk about sex or use
foul language in mixed company. The most
serious discipline problem at Madison
County High in 1960 was playing hooky. I
remember a few fights and had one or two
myself but they sprung from instant an-
ger and were settled with fists or a teacher
and soon forgotten.

Drug use by students was unheard of.
It was also unheard of for the sheriff to
come to the school to deal with discipline
problems. Knives, shotgun and rifles were
part of our lives and culture. We carried
pocket knives to school, some even had
switchblades, but they were never consid-
ered as a way to settle disputes.

The primer form of punishment for
misbehaving in class or not doing home-
work was a paddling. More serious viola-
tions such as playing hooky resulted in a
week's suspension from school. I have to
admit that I played hooky several times
but was never caught. Others were not so
lucky. Some say the reason I didn't get
caught is because I was so shy and quiet that
nobody missed me. We lived in a totally seg-
regated world and it never occurred to us
that this would ever change.

The last war was Korea and we were
only a few years removed from World War
II and the great depression. We were not
part of the so-called greatest generation but
we were directly influenced by those who
were. We trusted the government to do the
right thing and metaphorically speaking be-
lieved our country wore a white hat like the
heroes in the western movies. Nuclear war
with the Soviet Union and communism was
the big threat. We were issued dog tags in
the event the unthinkable happened. I still
have mine. We all thought Huntsville might
be high on the hit list because of Redstone.
The danger may have been real but it did
not affect our daily lives. We had the opti-
mism of youth and confidence that our mili-
tary would prevent this from happening.

We didn't know it at the time, but at
graduation we were seeing the end of an era.
Before 1960 there were already signs of
change. In our class rooms, we could hear
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Serving Fun Food and
Great Spirits for the Best
Customers in the World!

Behind the Red Caboose on
Church Street

Phone 489-9300
Wide Screen TV
Private Conference Room
Food served inside and on the patio
Available for holiday parties

Huge Menu of Fun Foods prepared by our
own chef, including:

Fried Potato Cakes
Calamari

Steak Philly
Catfish Fillet
Chicken Cordon Bleu Pork Chop Nuggets
Monte Sano Chicken Fried Mushrooms
Fajitas Jalapeno Poppers

Cheese Sticks Chicken Fries

Fried Zucchini Corn Nuggets
Quesadias Fried Squash

Chicken Philly Sauteed Shrimp
Classic Club Fried Green Tomatoes
Filet Mignon Fried Okra

Bourbon Glazed Salmon
Popcorn Shrimp Loaded Potato Skins
Fried Oysters Fried Pickles

We Fry All Of Our Food In Canola Oil
Live music on the "Depot Patio”

Featuring Rudy Mockabee every
Tuesday night

Shrimp Jammers

Live music on the patio
Tuesday - Saturday
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the boom ofrockets being tested
at Redstone. Sometimes the blast
was so loud the windows rattled.

The Supreme Court had ruled
that separate but equal education
in public schools was unconstitu-
tional (Brown vs. Board of Edu-
cation). As a result President
Elsenhower had sent troops to Ar-
kansas to help integrate Little
Rock High School. Millitary advi-
sors were already being sentto a
small unheard-of country half
way around the world.

Before the decade was over ev-
erything would be different. Some
of us went to a terrible war in
South East Asia. Man walked on
the moon and the country went
through a civil rights and cultural
revolution. The tragedy of Vitnam
shook our confidence in govern-
ment and the way we viewed our
country. The space program
transformed Huntsville from a
cotton town to a high tech city
bringing in thousands of new
people from all over the county.
The growth brought opportunities
that helped lift many in the class
of 1960 out of poverty. That was
a good thing,

Members of the Madison
County High School class of
1960 are among the fading
ranks of the few privileged to
grow up in the fifties. Everything
has changed since then and we
are different too.

We may have lost the inno-
cence we enjoyed in the fifties,
but our long ago days at Gurley
High and the way we lived then
will be part of our core as long
as we live.

I don't believe I would like
to relive my high school years
but I would like to fix a few
things. If I had it to do over, I
would be a better student, a bet-
ter classmate and a better
friend.

Sorrow looks back, worry
leoks around, and faith
looks up.

Mayor and
Editor in
Fist Fight

Huntsville - Huntsville
Mayor. R.E. Smith, and J.
Emory Pierce, editor of the lo-
cal newspaper, were involved in
an altercation yesterday after
meeting on the streets and ex-
changing insults.

The Mayor had taken excep-
tion to certain articles recently
printed in the newspaper, and

after meeting Emory on the side-
walks in front of the cowrt-
house, took the opportunity to
voice his displeasure.

One witness claimed the
mayor made certain remarks
about Emory's ancestry,
whereas the editor promptly
begin thrashing him with a walk-
ing cane.

The pugilists were separated
by onlookers before either could
inflict serious injury.

The mayor fined himself ten
dollars in city court the next
morning for losing his temper
and Emory has publicly an-
nounced he will support another
candidate in the next election.

OyTGR PATIO @ LIVE MUSIC!
o gt

10000 S Memorial Pkwy Huntsville Alabama 256-489:3333

Alpha Estate “-es--heeo

Check our website for information on upcoming auctions.
Downsizing - Moving - Estate Liquidation -We Sell it Alll
We sort, price, mark and sell all your ltems for you. We're there with
sale. Sales include homes, furniture, jewelry

Experience, Professionalism
and Excelisnce to each of our
customers

Bob Baker, HS.CA,,
Owner

Gary Lee Knight,
Sales Manager

Visit our websits for
upcoming sales




The Law in 1860

Bathing in the Big Spring
branch within less than 300 yards
below the dam, between the hours
of 4 am. and 10 p.m., consti-
tuted another misdemeanor. A per-
son was permitted to burn out a
stove pipe or chimney flue only
when the roof was wet from rain
or covered with snowr.

A fine of from $5 to $10 was
assessed upon any individual
who carried an unguarded candle
or lamp into a stable, or who kept
ashes in barrels, boxes or
wooden vessels of any kind.

All persons attending a fire,
and not a member of any com-
pamy, were required to assist the
firemen, if called upon, or pay a
fine of $10.

The community bell, a vital
factor in the life of the commu-
nity back in those days, was rung
by the police every two hours.

This was one of their standing
duties, and could not be over-
looked under penailly.

Sunday was the day of rest
in Huntsville of 1860. To in-
sure this, an ordinance was
inserted in the code to notify
residents that “no person shall
in this city do or exercise any
worldly labor on that day un-
der a penalty of $5 for each
offfense.”

All businesses except ho-
tels, boarding houses and
apothecaries were required to
close on Sundays. Barbers
could keep their shop open
until noon.

A fine of $1 was assessed
upon any person who bought
goods or commodities of any
sort on Sunday. An exception
was made in the case of sick-
ness or necessity.

“Bawdy houses or houses of
ill fame” were banned. The or-
dinance further read that “all
public prostitutes, or such per-
sons as lead a notoriously lewd
and lascivious course oflife, and
all persons not being lawfully
married, who shall cohabit, or
live together as man and wife,
shall pay a fine of not less than
$25.”

Billliard saloons, Jenmy
Linds, bagatelles and other table
devices were required to be
closed at midnight under $20
penaltly. So were saloons and
ten pin alleys.

Whoever galloped or ran a
horse or any other animal used
for the saddle or gear within the
city limits, except in case of
emergency judged by the mayor,
had to forfeit $1 for each offense.

A tax of .50 cents per head was
levied annually on dogs.

! [N A RN N
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Why Is It
Named That?

by Dex Nilsson

In 1810 the original plat of
Huntsville comsisted of 20
blocks, laid out in a 4 by 5 grid
- from Holmes Street to Will-
iams Street, and from Gallatin
Street to Lincoln Street. The
streets were named for patriots
of the day - the city hadn't ex-
isted long enough to name them
for community leaders or favor-
ite sons. But in 1825, two
streets were added, and one of
them was named for a local man.

Adams Street

From 1821 to 1825, Henry
Adams was editor of the local
Allsibama Republican newspaper
and Planters Magazine. But there
is no indication that the street
was named for him. Imstead it
is more likely named for John
Quincy Adlams, who became
U.S. President that same year.

John Quincy was son of

Abigail and John Adams, the sec-
ond U.S. President. He graduated
from Harvard, got elected to the
U.S. Congress. In 1817, President
Monroe named him Secretary of
State, and he negotiated the ces-
sation of Florida from Spain.
Affter his Presidemey, he returned
to the House of Representatives
and served for 17 years, until he
had a stroke and died in the
Speaker's Room in 1848.

Adams Street might be best
known among older
Huntsvillians for the huge oak tree
that once stood right in its middlie.

It was cut down in 1956, consid-
ered a hazard to automobile traf-
fic. It had 201 rings, meaning it
had started to grow in 1755, long
before the city - even the country
- was formed.

McClung Avenue

The avenue that runs on the
south side of Maple Hill Cem-
etery was named for James
White McClung. He was edu-
cated in Temnessee and North
Carolina. As soon as he re-
ceived his law degree, he settled
in Huntsville. At various times

(256) 852-5402

RENT forthe ELDERILY, DISABLED and/or
HANDICAPPED based on INCOME

(Section 8)

First Seventtin-Day Adventist Towers

*Stove *Refrigerator *Carpet *Drapes ¥Smoke Detectors
*Emergency call system *HVAC *Laundry *Utilities Included

3409 Verona Avenue
Humntsville, Alabama 35801

Meonday - Friday

Mitorney Hlt Fow

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury
* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A job - It's Our Mission”

920 Merchants Walk
Suite B
Humtsville, Al

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

(256) 534-4502 Office
(256) 534-4503 Fax
(256) 233-3328 (Athens)




from 1822 to 1844, he was a
member of the Alabama Legisla-
ture, and from 1835 to 1838 he
was Speaker of the House. Then
from 1845 to his death in 1849,
McClung served in the Alabama
Senate. This apparently was the
first Huntsville street named for
a local person.

Taken from Dex 's book
"Why Is It Named That? " which
contains stories behind 250
places in Huntsville and Madi-
son County. Copies are avail-
able at Shaver's Books in the
Railroad Station Antique Mall,
Harrison Brothers Hardware
Store, and the Senior Center
Gift Shop.

“Be careful reading the

fine print of a contract.

There’s no way you’re
going to like it.”

Jimmy Deason

News from LECARMANCOINC

1875

- Our friend Henry Ford, who
has a most elegant little saloon
on the North East Corner of the
Square, invites all his friends
of the old 4th Alabama, and ev-
eryone else, to call and test the
quality of his cooling drinks.
Henry was a good soldier, and
therefore a good judge of fine
liquor.

- The public is invited to try
Volta's Electro Belts and Bands,
available at all drug stores. All
nervous disorders, chronic dis-
eases of the chest, head, liver,
stomach, kidneys and blood,
aches and pains, nervous and
general debility are quickly
cured by wearing the electric
belt.

- For Sale - Two cows and one
bull. They don't get alone too well.
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General Contractors

Residential & Commercial
Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

"A Contractor You Can
Trust”

035-9016

Woody
“Andgrson
Ford

On the corner of
Jordan lsang &
Sparkman Prive

256~539~-9441

www.woodgandgrsonford.ecom

Yes, our trucks come
with a rearview mirror.

No, we haven't used
it in 30 years.
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the Street

by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to Donna
Gurley, who was the first caller
to identify our December Photo of
the Month. Donua works at the
Owens Cross Roads post office.
The handsome boy in the photo
was Mr. C. B. “Bill” Miller, pre-
miere bridge builder whose com-
pany has built nearly all the
bridges in North Alabama.

We were so sorry to hear of the
death of Annetta B. Martinson,
at age 93. She was one of the
sweetest ladies we ever knew,
and had written for “Old Hunts-
ville” in the past. We send our
deepest sympathy to her sons
Doug and Pat, their families
and many friends who will miss
her so much.

It was great hearing from
Elizabeth Jackson, who used
to live here and worked at the
Keller Motor Co. Her boss back
then was Billy Don Mitchell.
She said it was a sad day when
production of the Keller Auto
came to an end. She also told
us that an ancestor of a promi-
nent Huntsville native founded the
city of Plano, Tx. where she now
lives.

Happy Birthday to Audra
Wilson, who has one of the

worst possible days to have a
birthday, December 27. We're
thinking about you, Audra!

Happy Birthday to that
handsome Randy Villines, who
recently purchased a very fancy
sports car!

John Henegar had a Christ-
mas party recently at Lee Ann’s
Place, off Church street. There
were lots of people there and the
food was great. But the highlight
was seeing the legendary Tony
Mason perform again. The older
he gets the better he sounds.
Many people miss his perfor-
mances and would like to see him
on aregular basis.

We were very sorry to hear of
the death of Ret. Col. Bill
Gojsza. He was a 38-year Army
man who won countless awards
and medals. He loved to cook
Hungarian dishes for his family.
We send our condolences to his
wife Sonia, daughters Eugenia
Jones, Susan Gallagher and
Carol Lenas, and the rest of
their family and many friends.

the very best communities...
Apams ALLEY » CLIFT'S COVE » HAMPTON FALLS APARTMENT COMMUNITY
HERITAGE PLANTATION « HERITAGE PROVENCE
HERITAGE STATION « MT. CARMEL BY THE RIVER
THE BRIDGES ON THE RIVER
2

_ﬂ/ he ultimate community...

MCMULLEN

N
Sandra Steele
President

ENFINGER

STEELE
DEVELOPMENT

enfingersteele.com

It was good to see Rusty
Dinwiddie recently, dining at Thai
Garden. He was looking good!
Thai Garden has the best Thai
food in North Alabama, and once
you try them, you are addicted!

Happy Birthday to that sweet
daughter of John Bzdell -
Heather Bzdell!

We heard recently from Billy
O’Neal of Gurley, Al. His late
brother, John M. O’Neal of Paint
Rock, was one of the nicest men
we ever met and just a joy to be
around. We sure do miss him.

We were so saddened to learn
of the death of Willis Eyestone,
the father of Ron Eyestone. He
had been living at Morningside As-
sisted Living for the past couple
of years, after moving here from
Florida. We send condenses to
Ron and his family in the loss of
his dad.

As you have recently read, the
Historic Lowry House may be
haunted, and this really came to
light recently. During the 50’s
themed birthday party for Marie

Photo of The Month

The first person to correctly
identify the youngster below wins a
1-year complimentary subscription
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502

Hint: This sweet girl made a
career of making other people’s
businesses look good.
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Hewett, the alarm went off for no
good reason, about halfway
through the party. Then, towards
the end of the night, some crys-
tal glasses that were decorating
a fireplace mantle were hurled to
the ground and shattered, with
the nearest person about 15 feet
away. There was no breeze, noth-
ing that could have caused it. The
mystery continues!

Chuck and Kathi Frew are
proud grandparents of a baby
boy named Alexander Dyer.
His parents are Janice and
Andy Dyer who live in Auburn.
Janice, whose parents are
Chuck and Kathi, got her Mas-
ters degree in Auburn. Grandpa
Chuck, a Roll Tide fan, is al-
ready beginning the process of
enrolling the boy at the Univer-
sity of Alabama, but the par-
ents are saying he may be a War
Eagle student! Chuck is the au-
thor of “52 Weekends in the
Tennessee Valley.”

It was a real honor to be able
to send hundreds of past issues
of “Old Huntsville” magazine to
our Alabama soldiers in Iraq.
John Terry, with the Army Re-
serve, took care of the shipping
and I know the men and women
protecting us here will appreci-
ate them.

At a huge party on Monte
Sano recently, there were so
many people you couldn’t move.
Some of the folks we saw there
were Glenn Watson, Glen and
Judy Nayman, Bill Miller,
Kellye McCormick, Patricia
Keefer, John Ehinger and his
lovely wife, Mike Gillespie and
Ginny, Louie & Jane Tippett
and Lynda Hall. The food was
awesome, some of it from The
Ledges and Old Heidelberg, and
everyone had a great time.

Madelyn Grace Thompson
was just tiny when she was born
a month early, but she’s doing
great and her parents are so
proud. Mom and Dad are Dawn
& Chris Thompson of Madi-
son. Madelyn's aunt, Melissa

Robley, works at Dr. Whitworth's
dental office in Madison, as does
Dawn. Melissa’s husband is Ryan
Robley, and works at LabCorp.

Huntsville has got to be the
most generous city in the U.S. In
memory of our policeman W. Eric
Freeman, our residents came out
in droves to donate to the fam-
ily and to do thoughtful things
for our police & firefighters in
general. We send our deepest
sympathy to Eric’s family and to
the many, many friends and co-
workers of Officer Freeman. He
will never be forgotten.

Many of our readers like to go
to auctions to find that special trea-
sure, specially after Christmas.
We heard about one that we won’t
miss. It's happening on Jan. 20 on
Meridian Street, at Alpha Estate
Sales and is a huge winter estate
sale. Ought to be interesting.

It was great to visit with our
buddy Gale Nichols recently. She
is great fun to be around.

Our thoughts are with
Eddress Burke, who has been in
the hospital lately but continues to
improve. Her husband Martin and
Eddress currently reside at
Redstone Village. We love you,
Eddress.

Looks like Loretta Spencer
won't have any competition in the
upcoming election. No one else has
thrown their hat into the ring yet.

Speaking of Loretta, and how

she likes to work with her
Green Team to keep our city so
beautiful: downtown was just so
pretty over the holiday season,
with the lights and decorations.

Have a safe and Happy New
year, and be sure to pick up the
phone to call or visit that relative
or friend who is alone and
probably could use some
company.

L

702 Andrew Jackson Way
Huntsville, Al 35801
(256) 489-5182 - office
(256) 489-5168 - fax
Email: naburt@knology.net

Monday - Friday

7 AM -6PM

We provide professional and
compassionate care for you or your
loved ones in a safe environment
that will make them feel at “Home.”

Louie Tippett, Owned & Operated

UNITED

FIRE & WATER
DAMAGE

RESTORATION

209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville |

Specializing in: Carpet, Drapery & Upholstery, Oriental

Rugs, Mini-Blinds, Removal of Unwanted Odors
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Qksthiap Cuppy Spread

3 0z. shredded Cheddar
cheese
3 T. chopped black olives

1/2 c. finely chopped green
onion

1/2 c. mayonnaise

1/2t. curry powder

Party rye bread

Mix all except for the bread

and put in fridge overnight.
Spread on party rye bread, bake
in 400 degree oven for 5
minutes and garnish with pars-
ley or sliced black olives.

CHinped Beef Dip

1 c. chopped pecans

2-4t. melted butter

8-0z. pkg. cream cheese,
softened

1/4 c. milk

2 1/2 oz. dried beef, minced

1/2t. garlic powder

1 8-0z. carton sour cream

4lt, minced onion

Saute pecans in butter til
lightly browned, drain on paper
towels and set aside. Combine re-
maining ingredients, mix well.
Spoon into greased 1 1/2 quart
baking dish. Top with the pecans
and bake at 35 degrees for 20
minutes. Serve hot with assorted
crackers or Bugles.

Lemon-Spiked Brogesli

1 Ib. fresh broccoli

1/2 c. chopped green onions

IT. plus 1. fresh lemon juice

1/4 c. butter

1/4 c. chopped celery

1/44t. grated lemon rind

Cut tough ends off the broc-
coli, wash well and steam for
about 7 minutes. Melt butter in a
small saucepan, add the onions
and celery. Cook til tender and stir
in the lemon juice.

Place broccoli in a butter-
greased serving dish. Pour the
onion mixture over the broecoli
and sprinkle with lemon rind.

Het Calllage & Phtatees

1 large slice cooked ham

4 medium potatoes

1/2 head cabbage, chopped

Salt and pepper to taste

Cut ham into large pieces

and boil in water til it appears to
have oil on it. Peel potatoes, quar-
ter them and add this to the ham/
water mixture. When the potatoes
are almost cooked, add in the
chopped cabbage. Do not over-
cook the cabbage. Add salt and
pepper to taste.

Crinn Catfish

Mix equal amounts of hot
sauce and mustard. Dip catfish
filets in the mixture, then dredge
in yellow cornmeal. Fry in hot oil
til brown.

Pofatiees in Cream Wine

4 red potatoes, sliced and
cooked

Every Monday night Kids Eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from out:
new kid’s menu with each paid adult entree.
Offfer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dinein or earry out & our famous breakfast
8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS




2 T. melted butter

1 large sliced onion

2/3 c¢. milk

1 c. shredded mozzarella
cheese

172 cup white wine
Saute potatoes in butter for

dients except for the wine. Cook
for 5 more minutes, add the wine,
heat and serve.

Boil 4 potatoes and whip them
with butter. Chop a couple of
green onions and mix in. Add 3
tablespoons sour cream. Whip 2
eggs with fork and add. Add two
cups grated Cheddar cheese.

Put in buttered casserole,
sprinkle garlic and black pepper
on top, bake at 350 for 45 min-
utes. Can be frozen.

White ClicHen Chili

4 atlindleentbreasdts, coodlest] &
cubed

2 cans great northern beans,
drained

1 can Rotel sauce

1 can chicken broth

1 medium onion, chopped &
sauteed in butter

2t. minced garlic

1/2t. thyme
Mozarella cheese, shredded
In a saucepan, mix all ingre-
dients except cheese. Heat to boil-
ing, reduce and simmer for 20
minutes. Top with mozarella
cheese and sour cream dollop.

Brewn Bread Pudding

1 ¢. brown bread pieces

2 c. milk

3 eggs

2 T. real maple sugar

2 egg whites

1 T. sugar

2 T. whipping cream

Soak bread pieces in halfa
cup of'the milk for about halfan
hour. Make a custard of the rest
ofthe milk, eggs, and maple sugar
byjust cooking them together over
medium heat til thickened.

Pour it hot over the bread. Beat
egg whites with a tablespoon ofthe
sugar and the cream. Fold into the
custard, then bake at 350 degrees
for 30 minutes.

Vanilla Cafe

Prepare pot ofhot coffee. Drop
in 1 teaspoon of real vanilla ex-
tract and let sit for 15 minutes.
Add 1 jigger of Bailey’s Irish
Cream Liquor to each cup, top
with whipped cream & serve.

e e |
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Workshops starting in February

PAMA

TTAGENGY 536-5200

Professional Academy of
Modeling & Acting
Welbsite: pamaageney.com

708 Amdrew Jackson Way - Huntsville, Al 35801

lo b
Restaurant With
The _Thins!

Coumntry Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Meon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm

“6



pamaagency.com
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The
Vengeance of
Captain Slick

by John Crow

One of the first priorities in
the settling of any region has been
the establishment of law and or-
der. The Muscle Shoals area was
certainly no exception. North
Allmbama was actually part of the
American Wild West during the
early part of the 19th Century
and as such attracted a variety
ofmalcontents and ne'er do-wells.
In these years before the territo-
rial gowamment had established
even a small degree of authority
over the sparsely settled region,
the burden of protecting the peace
fell directly on the towmspeople
themselves.

Judge Thomas Jones Taylor
of Huntsville described the situ-
ation. "For the enforcement of
law," wrote Taylor, "there was in
every community an organization
known as 'Captain Slick's Com-
pamy’ (I have been unable to as-
certain where the name origi-
nated) who were the conservators
of the peace. Whenever a man
became notorious as a counter-
feiter or a horse thief, he received
a notice signed by ' Captain Slick’'
to leave the country in a certain
number of days. This order was
usually promptly obeyed, be-
cause one knew from experience
that if found in the territory af-

ter the time stipulated, he would
first receive thirty-nine lashes on
his bare back well laid on, and in
case he still proved reluctant, he
would probably have both ears
cropped and a brand applied to
his cheek or the palm of his
hand."

As Judge Taylor noted, no one
is certain Just how or where the
expression "Captain Slick” origi-
nated. Perhaps it had a historical
origin, as did "Judge Lynch" and
"Lymch Law," which are said to
derive from a Vimgimia justice of
the peace during the American

Ho

“Where Bowling is Family Fun”

Voted #1

Don't forget to mention this ad to get
your Senior Discount (55+)

Bowling Center In Huntsville

¥ Yaiuth & Semiors Programs

2404 LEEMAN FERRY ROAD SW

A Smoke-Free Facllity!
% Snack Bar
¥ Cosmic Birthday Parties
% Group Rabes % Pro Shop
¥ Bowling Instruction Available




Revolution who dispensed swift
judgement to pro-English Tories.
Just as likely, however, it is noth-
ing more than crude frontier
humor.

Counterfeiting was a particu-
lar plague on the early Ameri-
can frontier. Unlike today, many
state and private banks of that
time issued their own paper cur-
rency. Furthermore, many less
familiar foreign coins - mostly
Spanish and French-were still in
circulation. Counterfeiters who
duplicated this money could eas-
ily bring financial ruin on a strug-
gling young community.

"Captain Slick's Com-
pany" is known to have
broken up a "gang of
rogues and counterfeiters”
who operated from a cave
at Coles Spring in eastern
Madison County, Ala-
bama. Without doubt,
there must have been
many more such incidents
that went unrecorded.

"Captain Slick's Com-
pany" brought justice to a
miscreant who robbed
John Edie's store. Edie
had been dismayed one
day to find his cash
drawer entirely cleaned
out. Every stranger in town
was closely watched, but
no one seemed to have
suddenly come into any
large unexplained amount
of money.

Finally, "Captain Slick"
decided to devote some
attention to Edie's hand-
some young clerk. The
none too gentle methods of
the "Captain" soon per-
suaded the clerk to con-
fess. The thief obligingly
led his interrogators to the
money's hiding place be-
neath the steps of the
Presbyterian Church.

As a local writer de-
scribed it, the "Captain's
Company” then "bestowed

on him their benedictions and
gave him a coat of feathers, and
sent him out into the world to seek
his fortune."

It was rough justice, but those
were rough times to live in.

“After an 85-year, $75 billion
study - scientists state that
diet & exercise are key
to weight loss.”

Headline in 2029
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For Sale

from 1924 newspaper

A 1919 Ford truck with two
flat tires - never has worked
right. Will sell for $200 hard
cash or consider trade for
mules. Also have twenty acres
of cotton in the field for sale
to the highest bidder along with
assorted farm implements.
Will sell all or none.

Interested parties may con-
tact J.C. Perry.

» CHOPHOUSE- HUMPHREY'S - SAZIO =

Eat to Live?
Dine to Indulge?

We're not afraid Go ask Ghe
Gouah auestions.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

256-704-5555
www.washingtonsquaregroup.net

» CHOPHOUSE- HUMPHREY'S - SAZIO #x



http://www.washingtonsquaregroup.net
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My Huntsville

by Rudolph V. Strickland

I was born in Dallas Mill Village on March 21,
1933. Went to school at Rison through the 3rd grade.
My first grade teacher was Miss Esslinger who taught
at Rison for many years. The mill village was a won-
derful place to live and I have many fond memories
of that area. On Sunday every one went to church at
5th. Street Baptist which is now Andrew Jackson
Way Baptist. The men would wear overalls to church,
some would wear khaki pants and shirt, the women
would wear a print dress and apron and some would
wear a bonnet. My, how times have changed.

I remember how on Sunday afternoon we would
all go to Dallas Baseball park to watch a game that
usually would be against either Merrimack or Lin-
coln Mill village team. Late on Sunday afternoon
people would set on the front porch or go walking
through the village, they would stop and talk maybe
play a game of horse shoes, and a good time was
had by all.

When the mill was on strike things at times were
alittle tough, the Union furnished our groceries and
they were purchased at the Union Store. We also had
what we called soup lines, the soup kitchen was lo-
cated in the back yard of Mr. Frazier's on Humes
Ave. All of the kids would go over to the mill gate and
watch the strikers walk the picket line, on occasion
my grandfather would let me walk the line with him.

My grandfather would send me to the Union Store
to get his cigarettes which were 11 cents per pack
and you had to have a written note from your par-
ents as they would not sell cigarettes to children. A
loaf of bread was 10 cents, six pack cokes 25 cents
or 5 cents per drink, a 5 cent ice cream cone was
always 2 dips and sometimes 3.

In those days the village did raise the children. I
was playing with Butch Finch a block from my home,
I did something I don't know what, but Mrs. Finch
gave me a spanking and took me home, told mama
and I got another spanking!

One of my first jobs was working for Mr. Gor-
don Allison on the ice truck. No one owned a re-
frigerator, we all had ice boxes, we would carry the
ice into the house, put it in the box and get the
money from the top of box; good days & honest
people. My chores or night work as it was called
consisted of splitting the kindling and bringing in
the coal for the morning wood cook stove and the
fire place. One day we had a big snow - there was
about 6 inches on the ground and still snowing, I
thought, Papa will not care if I skip tonight's work
since so much snow is on the ground. I'm here to
tell you 1 was sure wrong about that.

Papa was on the second shift and got off at

Serving hearty German fare
in Huntsville Since 1972.

A—

Star Market

and Pharmacy
Best Quality Meat in Town!

Your Friendly Neighborhood
Pharmacy & Grocery Store

Located In Historic Five Points
702 Pratt Ave. 534-4509




10: O0PM and got home in about ten minutes, as we lived
across the street from the mill. About 10:15 a big hand
reached down, picked me up and said, boy put your clothes
on, you got to get in the night work. As I was splitting wood I
said Papa why didn't you do this, you were already up? His
response - it was not my Job. I think this was one the great-
est lesson that I ever learned, as my Papa would say when
you got ajob to do, Do it! And do it right.

I must tell the story of my first whipping by my grand-
father who raised me. Two of my playmates and myself
decided to have a club in my backyard in a building we
called the garage. We decided that we needed a game so
we slipped into the Dallas YMCA and stole a checker
board. We felt like we had better take it back as we might
get caught and we did feel guilty about stealing it. As we
were afraid to carry the checker board into the front
door we decided to throw it into the window where the
bowling lanes were.

When we threw the board in the window men were
bowling and they began to shout and we thought that was
funmy, so we started throwing tin cans, rocks or any-
thing we could find into the window. Finally Mr. Myhand,
YMCA manager, came out he saw me and [ knew that I was
in trouble. I climbed up one of the silver maples in back of
the Y and waited as long as I could before going home as I
knew Mr. Myglhand had told Papa. Finally I started on my
way home and saw Papa standing on the back steps with
his belt in his hand swinging it agaimst his leg,

I said don't whip me now Papa and he said why not! I
said I'm hot. Papa said OK son set down and cool off, then |

7 hpplication Brogram
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am going to warm you up again. And he
did. This was another lesson that I
learned - if you break the rules, you get
punished. I have lived by that rule all of
my life.

Our family moved to West Huntsville
when I started the 4th grade, Mama took
me to Dunnavants to buy me a suit for
my first day in a new school. I begged
her not to make me wear that suit as I
knew it would be trouble; sure enough,
first day Pee Wee Harbin wanted to fight,
I told him not today that if I went home
and that suit was dirty Mama would give
me a whipping and we agreed to fight the
next day which we did for about 30 min-
utes behind J. C. Brown’s store.

Pee Wee and I laughed about that for
many years until his death. All schools
had a bully and Pee Wee was that bully.
The old West Huntsville was located on
9th Ave., It was a two story stucco build-
ing with a two room stucco building be-
hind it. In the two room building was the
5th grade. Each room had a warm morn-
ing heater and the boys as designated by
the teacher had to make a fire each morn-
ing and get in the coal and wood for the
next day.

There was no indoor toilet fixtures
as we had two outhouses, one for the girls
and one for the boys. It was really a hoot
at recess to see all the boys head to the
outhouse to smoke, at times it looked like
the building was on fire with so much
smoke coming out of it.

I had several jobs during my youth
such as tasseling corn, picking up pota-
toes, picking apples and peaches, deliv-
ering groceries and setting up pins at the
bowling alley in the Times building. The

a spot on radio WBHP for
30 minutes on Saturday
morning, band members
were Leon Cross, Robert
Suns, Jeannie Griggs, and
Rudolph V. Strickland. We
eventually played at all
three stations at that time
in Huntsville - WFUN and
WHBS.

I used to play at the
Labor Temple Hall (the
Snuff Dippers Ball) on
Saturday nights with
Monte Crowder. Life was
good in Huntsville in those

days, things were simple and
there was a lot of love within the
family.

Meal time in the home was
7:00 AM, 12: 00 noon and 5: 00
PM. Those were the times for
family gatherings and a time for
talking about our problems and
accomplishments. Just a few
thoughts about yesteryear.

“l don’t make jokes. I just
watch the government and
report the facts.”

Will Rogers

D.W.

Presbyterian

Meeting Today’s Needs

(256) 536-3354
Darryl Goldman, Interim Pastor

First

Church

307 Gates Avenue
Huntsville, Al

An Historic Church

Join us Sundays
8:30 AM

Gideon-Blackburn House
across street

10:30 AM
Main Sanctuary

best job that I had was usher at
the Center Theater, Mr. Thomas
who owned the center gave me a
suit to work in.

When I was about 14 years old
afriend of mine taught me to play
the guitar. We formed a band, got

“I like mermaids. They are
beautiful, and I like their shiny
tails. And how on early do they

get pregnant? Like, really?”

Allissa, age 6

NO PLACE

Care Giver Referral

SPECIALITY *Certified Nurse Aids
SERVICES INCLUDE: *Home Health Aids
*Seniot/Elderly *Elderly sitters
*Alzheimer's *Companions
*Handicapped/Disabled *Private Nanny
*Chronic lliness/Respite *Personal Caregivers
*Rehab/Recovery
*New Mother's

LIKE HOME *High Risk Pregnancy

*Special Needs Children
“Private Nanny

AGENCY

NO PLACE LIKE HOME is a Personal Care Giver
Referral Agency which specializes in locating,
screening and placing qualified caregivers who
meet the needs of your loved ones.

Cynthia D. Hieronymi - proprietor

256-783-8411




Heard on the
Street in 1885

- A Huntsville washer
woman was arrested Thursday
on a warrant from Judge
Richardson for larceny. It is
charged that she received clothes
to wash, and sold them instead
of returning them.

- There is a new manufac-
turing enterprise locating in our
city. It is a cigar factory, to be
located on Franklin Street, below
the post office. The proprietor, J.
B. Dierke, of Cincinnati, wisely
decided on Huntsville after sur-
veying several other cities. He in-
forms us that he will use only the
finest of goods, and his work will
be handmade. So we will be see-
ing cigars made of only purest of
tobacco, without the use of cab-
bage leaves, old rusty pieces of
nails and leather.

- Stolen last Thursday night
from Thomas Gore near
Huntland, Tennessee, a black
horse mule. A reward of ten dol-
lars will be paid for the return
of the mule and ten dollars for
the apprehension of the thief.
The lucky man can address this
newspaper or Thomas Gore in
Huntland.

- Gas Cooking Stoves - Best
of stoves for use by families,
hotels and restaurants, supplied
with directions for use, gas at

reduced prices when used for
cooking or bath rooms. See J. W.
Murdock.

- In front of Charley
Cummings’ grocery store, corner
Holmes and Washington, we
notice a very neat invention,
known as the "Patent Well
windlass." Mr. Cummings has the
county right for its sale.

- The air of quiet which pre-
vails around the Mayor's office
proves that we have either the
finest police in the world, or we
live in the most law abiding city
on the continent. If any other city
of our population can say as
much, we would like to hear
from it.

- Captain A. B. Jones and
family have removed from
Monte Sano to the city, in order
to make preparations for the
opening of the next session of
the Huntsville Female College,
of which Capt. Jones is the
President.

- Mr. and Mrs. De Young,
formerly of Pulaski, Tennessee
and now living in New Market,
had a little son Robbie bitten
by a rattlesnake about eleven
o'clock Sunday morning, while
walking on the Chapman place,
near the Barracks. The snake
hung its fangs in the boy's heel,
and as the boy ran he jerked the
snake several feet. An older
brother witnessed the whole
thing and went and killed the
snake.
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GLASS

For Any Purpose

PATTERNS
FOR—

Table Tops
Dressers
Badio Tables
Desks
Mantles
Counters
Eic!

All edges ground
and polished.

Call 364 and let
us make vou an
estimate.

Huntsville
Glass & Paint Co.

(Original ad from Jan.30, 1940)

Thanks Huntsville!
68 years in business
and Counting!

534-2621
2201 Holmes Ave. NW

“This man has the whole six
pack but is missing the
plastic thingy that holds

them all together.”

Seen on employee review

Willow Run Adventist Apartments

application process

LIVING QUARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY

* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
* Convenient to Madison Square Mall
* Full Wheeichair accessibility (certain units)

* Transportation provided to Grocery Store !
* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until alter compietion of the

EGUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

1915 Rideout Drive, Huntsville, Alabama 35806 (256) 830-1046
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Mule Thief

frovm 1910 newspaper

Tom Webb, a youth about
eighteen years old, was brought
to Huntsville on Monday last,
charged with stealing a mule. In
an interview with the fellow it
was discovered that he went to
the stable of Kemnon Steger, who
lives a few miles from Hunts-
ville, stole a mule and then
started for Lincoln County, Ten-
nessee.

On the way he met Bill
Goolsby and swapped the mule
for a mare. He rode the mare to
his grandfather's on Cold Wa-
ter Creek. Goolsby and one other
man had followed him and took
the mare from him.

Webb then left Lincoln and
went to his father's who lives in
the Northeastern part of Madi-
son Coumty, where he was ar-
rested and returned to Humts-
ville. Wibb says that Goolsby
and Parkinson, after taking the
mare from him, went on their way
towards Petersburg, in Lincoln
countly, to join some friends who
he says are thieves, that live in
what is known as "Callifornia Hol-
low," a few miles from Petersburg,

He says there is a regular
"mest" of horse thieves who steal
mules and horses and run them
towarrds McMiinnville. They tried
to get Webb to go into business
with them but he declined.

Tom Webb is a hard-look-

WE BUY
SILVER DOLLARS

Top Prices Paid
534-0502

ing case, and as stromgly
marked with the villain as it is

possible for one of his young
years to be. He looks as though
he had never been washed. His
clothes are stiff with grease and
dirt, and his skin as filthy as
his clothes.

Musiecal Parrot I

firom 1881 newspaper

Mr. Henry McGhee, of the
McGhee house of this city, has
a parrot, which, to its rare talk-
ing qualities, unites the accom-
plishments of singing and
laughing, It sings a stanza or two

Blinds, Shutters, Drapery,
Woven woods, Cellular,
Roman Shades & More

Your Total Window
Treatment Provider

l Rand's Blinds Inc. J

Bus: (256) 650-0465

of "IIn the sweet bye and bye." . .
Mr. J. Amderson Burrow, at the Aest|het1'cally Pleasmg
same House, has ayoungbluejay, || Interior W;rmdow Treatments
isitus at:

which sings like, and quite as well
as, a young mocking bird.

Visit Our New Spacious Showroom

www.randsblinds.com

Unique Sinks & Faucets Quality
Piumbing Supplies Cabinst Hardware
Pipe & Valve flttings stocked Door Hardware

Kitchen & Bath Hardware Schlage - Baldwin

In Business Since 1963

Park Supply Co.

4736 Commercial Drive. (256) 837-4036
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“I¢'s Cooked In The Pit"

Pork Sandwich
Chicken Sandwich
Turkey Sandwich
Rib Sandwich
Park Plate

1/2 Chicken Plate
Ribs (Sleab)

Ribs (1/2 Slab)
Whole Chicken
Whole Shoulders
French Fries
Potato Salad
Pies

Baked Beang
Green Beang
Hushpuppies

B2B-87TTT B28-6778

Bill & Rosemary Leatherwood, owners

Ask Far Our Special
Kid's Menu!

Its thak time of yaar again] Comez in
for Hot, Savary Brunswick Stew!

Specialty Itevns
Salade

Hot bogs
Hamburgers
Slaw boge
Chill bogs
Cheeseburgers
Plate binners
Chicken Fingers

Rib Plates
From Billy, Lil Billy,

Austin and Chase

We Sell BARE-Q by The Pound
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First Grade Adventure

at Bilg Cove School

by William Sibley

It was the winter season of 1946-47 and [ was in
the first grade at Big Cove School. We were a small
school and a feeder school to Madison County High
School at Gurlky.

On a very cold wintry day, a snow began falling
shortly after midday and was accumulating rap-
idly. Pupils began to start talking about being sure
that they would have "snow cream” that day when
they would get home. Most of the pupils referred
to the snow cream as ice cream.

In the meantime, the sky got darker and darker,
and the snow began to fall in unusually large flakes,
and although I was a first grader, [ knew we were
going to have a snowstorni.

School dismissed early and parents began to
slip and slide down Big Cove's rural roads and
Highway 241 (presently 431), coming to school to
pick up their children.

Two buses served Big Cove's school popula-
tion. Percy Clay "Uncle Perce" Ellett served those
pupils who lived in southern Big Cove and those
who lived on southern Highway 431, Little Cove
Road, Caldwell Lane, and King Drake Road. John
Hucks was the driver of the bus that served Big
Cove's pupils from northern Big Cove, including
the Dug Hill Road area and also those Big Cove

Realty Co., inc.
=\iis
7500 Mermoria! Parkway South #122
Steve Cappaert Hantsvill, Alabama 358022267
Buslness 258/883-6800
Broker-Associate Fax 256/883-8650
651-7517 Mobile steverappeE@inology.net

pupils who were students at Madison County High
School.

Soon after school was dismissed, Uncle
Perce delivered his first load of pupils home
safely and returned to school to await the ar-
rival of the Gurley bus. Mr. Hucks was absent
that memorable day and his bus was driven

CLEANING & RESTORATION
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¢ Upholstery
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www.admiralcleanming.net

AND EAITH MEMORIAL PARK
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by high school student Thomas
Elbert Brooks, Jir.

Big Cove only had four
teachers and all of them were
from the Owens Ciross Roads-
Cave Spring area. They were
Miss Lola Moon, Mirs. Magno-
lia (Mkaples) Carpenter, Mirs.
Tressye (Carpenter) Maples, and
the principal, Mr. Clyde
Connazllly. All of those teachers
were loaded into one car and
were waiting for the buses to de-
part before they left.

Uncle Perce drove to High-
way 241 and turned south with
the teachers following behind.
The teachers had noticed that
Thomas had moved his bus
slightly as he was attempting to
leave and those teachers as-
sumed that all was well and
never looked back.

Things were not well with us.
We quickly mired down several
inches in the snow and mud and
were unable to move.

In the meantime, more par-
ents came to pick up their chil-
dren. Among those parents were
Oscar and Niariah (Parker)
Birdsong, who came to pick up
their twins, Billy and Bobby. Mr.
and Mrs. Birdsong attempted to
pull the bus free of the mud,
using their flatbed truck, but
they only succeeded in throwing
mud on the front windshield.

There was very little highway
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traffic but a few passersby did |
stop and offer some advice
about what Thomas should do.
One of those people said to Tho-
mas that ifhe should get the bus
unstuck, he in no way, should
drive the bus because the high-
way was "as slick as glass."
Betty Sue Miller, one of the stu-
dents still on the bus, repeated
that message for those who had
not heard the man.

Affter several more parents
picked up their children, only
thirteen of us remained on the |
bus. Those students were Will- |
iam, Bobby, James, Ann, and |
Raye Sibley, Idella Crim, ,

Earline Hucks, Betty Sue and

Shirley Miller, Charlie, Delores ’

and Norine Mills, and the driver,

Thomas Brooks, Jr. l
Affter realizing that we were

going to be at the scene for quite

awhile, Thomas handled the

situation better than any adult

could have done. First, Thomas

told us to go to the school build- | RON COOPER
ing and put more coal into the (ARK KIMBROUGH
heaters until help could arrive. 04 PRATT AVE

We promptly did as directed. We
began playing school, with

AUNTSVILLE, AL 35801

cGritowaic evenfa

Norine, Raye, and Betty Sue,
rotating as teachers. Things
were going very well until some-
one noticed that Idella was cry-
ing softly. Someone remarked, | |
"No wonder she is crying, because
she is a new student and lives on

“Supreme Court rules that
punishment of eriminals
violates their civil rights.”

’ Headline in year 2031
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top of Dug Hill." Norine talked to
Idella, assuring her that things
would get better soon, and Idella
quit crying and began to enjoy
playing school again.

Two Big Cove citizens who
were Huntsville businessmen,
Leon Moore, Sr. and Thomas
Elbert Brooks, Sr., came to the
scene. Mr. Moore pulled the bus
free of the snow and mud, us-
ing one of his huge coal trucks.
Mr. Brooks took his son, Tho-
mas, and all of the other pupils
home except for my siblings and
me, who were taken home by
Robert Cowley, who as I recall,
was a school trustee at the time.
In the meantime, the bus re-
mained parked at the school for
several days.

There were no telephones in
Big Cove at the time and very
little traffic on the roads, so

“Love is a little old man and
a little old woman still being
friends after they really
know each other.”

Hannah Troup, 7

none of the families of the
stranded pupils knew of our
situation until we got home. As
we arrived home after 8 o'clock,
I saw my mother and my sister,
Sherry and my brother, Earl

Bride’s Salad

1 pkg. lime gelatin
1 c. crushed pineapple
1 c¢. cheddar cheese,

Carter, standing anxiously in the | grated
doorway. 1 c. toasted pecans,
School was out for several | chopped

3/4 c. real mayonnaise

Prepare gelatin and when
partially congealed, add the
pineapple, cheese, nuts and
mayonnaise. Mix well. Pour
into molds, chill in fridge to
firm, top with whipped
cream to serve.

days until the snow melted.
Many of our schoolmates did
not know of our adventure un-
til we returned to school and
many of them indicated to us
that they were disappointed that
they had not been a part of that
adventure.

Relocating or Moving to another Home?

Who knows the area better than a

life long resident of Huntsville?

No hassles, no pressure. Just email me @
janemc@kw.com and I'll be happy to send
you information related to real estate of

our area. "4\; )
lllu"l 1FR

Jane McElroy WILUAMS

REALTOR®

(256) 348-9354

2410 L&N Drive, Suite C
toll free (866) 519-7220

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
Serving The Area for Over 30 Years

* Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care

* 24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services

* Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational
Therapies

* Registered, Licensed & Certified Staff

* Individualized Social Services and Activities

256-772-9243
3891 Sullivan St. * Madison, AL

Madison

Manor

Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention
we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is
needed. It’s a difference we are proud of.

Care by Professionals - Lifestyle to enjoy



mailto:janemc@kw.com
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News from 1881

- Wm. H. Halsey, who has been delving in
the gold mines of Collorado for several months,
came back last week, and expects to return, be-
lieving his prospects are fair for a good profit
in the future. We hope he will realize a bonanza. Grief Recovery Support Group

- Miessrs. Chars. J. Mastin, Jas. H. Ewing, .
and J. M. Ammmerman have gone to enter fine Find comfort and care to help you heal from your loss.

racing horses in the State Fair. rief Share is & special weekly saminar/support group for people

- Rev. Stuart McQueen, a recently ordained g grigving the ﬂa&a%:rafwm%;ﬁ tlose. Ifs & p!aﬁi mpare yzueo :an be
Deacon of the Protestant Episcopal Church, has AT BRGUNd pEople e ainderstand how you el aing dehtifewit thé pain ¢f
been appointed by Rt. Rev. Bishop Wiilmer to your loss. At Grief Shars, you'll learn valuable information that will help you
missionary work in the Tennessee Valley. His resi- through this difficut time in your Iife.
dence, and when in Huntsville his headquarters, A new Winker 2008 Group will mest on s svening
is at the home of Mr. W. H. Donegan. Wl st on Tussd :

- Willliam H. McAnally was wedded to Miss mﬁr:nﬁ::ﬂ;:&mm” PM &t First Baptist Church
Emily Newman this past week. The bridegroom
bears an excellent reputation for sobriktly, indus- Bost: §15 to covar materials,
try, and integritly, and the bride is one of the most
amiable and lovely of Huntsville's fair daughters. To reglster or for more
Affter a short bridal tour, they returned to this city. infoffraton, call 423-5400 of

We wish them the choicest blessings of kind | Vetouriessie
Heaven.
- That affable and handsome young man, ety .
David N. Teague, is now behind the counters of @56) a28.0a00 First Baptist Huntsville
the popular dry goods emporium of M. M. Newman www.fbchsv.org  Aabama s first Baptis: Giwefi+f, 1869

& Co., ready to serve anxious customers.



http://www.fbchsv.org
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Alabama Punch - Grate the
yellow rind of four lemons and
2 oranges upon 2 pounds ofloaf
sugar. Squeeze the juice of the

Beverages
fro m 1 891 lemons and oranges; cover it and
let it stand until next day. Strain

Egg Nog - beat the yolks of i through a sieve, mix with the
12 eggs very light, stir in as sugar; add a bottle of champagne

and the whites of eight eggs beaten
to a stifffroth.

It may be frozen or not, as de-
sired. In winter use snow instead
ofice. Perfect for adding a touch

of elegance when entertaimimg,

much white sugar as will dissolve,

pour in gradually one glass of
brandy to cook the egg. one glass
of old whisky, one grated nutmeg
and 3 pints of rich milk. Beat the
whites to a froth and stir in last.
Milk Punch - one pint of milk
made sweet with sugar, a wine-
glassful of brandy or rum, well
stirred together; grate a little nut-
meg over the top of the glasses.
Serve with a straw in each glass.

(256) 539-9257

“There are two means of 1032 Conk Ave. Huntsville

refuge from the miseries of
life: Musie and Cats.”

Taylor Produce

Loceated in the Madison County Farmers Maviket

Best Tomatoes you’ll find anywhere! Come in for Turnip Greens,
Citrus, and Apples - many cool-weather vegetables

Were open 7 days a week!

Proudly owned & operated by Tooter Taylor's daughters &
grandchildren! We’re keeplng the tradition alive!

Hours 8-6 Mon-Sat
Sunday 8-5

Albert Schweikzer

Rare, Collectibles,
with A Huge Selection!

Come in to browse our large selection ofbooks by local authors,
including poetry, historic Huntsville photos, famous local crimes,
reference material, etc. Great for Gifis!

e

memory of our
dear friend, Offiicer
Eric fieeman

Come in to get your specialty coffees, for yourselfor as
giftitems - Espresso and Espresso supplies & machines,
whole bean coffee, grinders, coffee makers, bulk loose
leaftea, etc.

Have a cup oFcoffee
while you browse our
huge inventory

880-6464

7900 Bailey Cove Road

Across from Grissom High School

6:00 am = 9:00 pm Mon- Sat
8:00 am = 3 pm Sunday




Old Huntsville
Trivia

1808 - Miadison County is formed.
There are 2,555 people living in the county
at this time.

1817 - The furst church in Huntsville
is built. No records exist as to what de-
nomination it was.

1817 - Physicians gather at Talbots
Inn on the east side of the square in Humits-
ville to discuss a terrible outbreak of
smallpox. Among measures discussed
was a proposal to place armed guards on
roads leading into town to prohibit strang-
ers from bring the disease to Huntsville.

1821 - The first mail robbery in Madi-
son County occurs when the carrier to
Bennett's store is robbed. Among the items
stolen were the carrier's shoes.

1861 - Vigillante committees are
formed to help protect Huntsville in war-
time.

1874 - Six newspapers are being
printed in Huntsville at the same time.

1876 - New rates are posted for city
supplied water. The rates were $1 for a
family of less than 3, and $8 for a family
of 3 to 8.

1908 - The citizens of Gurley are de-
termined there will be no saloons in their
fair town. They raised the license for
operating a saloon to $10,000.

1910 - Citizens are outraged at the
high speed of automobiles on the city’s
streets. The city fathers passed an ordnance
limiting speed limits to three miles an hour.

1919 - The last County Fair is held
downtown on the Courthouse square. The
same year the Temnessee Valley Fair Asso.
purchased land of their own on Church
Street.
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1929 - More than 10,000 people gather at the “Punch
Bowl” in the Big Spring to watch local favorite Sammy
Baker take on Tommy Jordan in a prize fight. The event
was sponsored by the local American Legion who had
their headquarters in a house on Franklin Street.

1931 - Huntsville gets its first airport when a 150-acre
field is cleared of brush and rocks. It was located west of
Alibama Street between Bob Walllace and Thornton Awenue.

1937 - The first State liquor store opens on Jefferson
Street in the Hutcheons Building. Two year old Red Brook
straight bourbon whiskey sells for $1.30 a quart.
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The Golden
Splke
Celebration

by Bob Baudendistel

Throughout the history of
Huntsville, there have always
been countless reasons to cel-
ebrate. One particularly unique
event came about well over a
century ago as people gathered
near the Huntsville Depot to
celebrate the arrival of our city's
second railroad. During the
years following the end of the
civil war, Huntsville was slowly
rebuilding with the area cotton
crop continuing to drive the
€COTONmY.

With the steady economic
growth, however, came the need
for more transportation. Local
business leaders and industrial
entrepreneurs agreed that a sec-
ond railroad was needed to im-
prove the city's position with

more competitive rates on rail-
way shipping. Many attempts
were made at obtaining a sec-
ond railroad with the target area
being southern middle Temnes-
see. None of the early effforts
succeeded until the Nashville,
Chattanooga, and St. Louis (NC
& StL) Railway announced in
1886 that it would extend a
branch of its former Wimches-
ter and Allabama (W&A) division
from Elora to Huntsville. Con-
struction efffarts proceeded un-
der the supervision of NC & StL
civil engineer Mr. Hunter
McDonald. All legal matters in-
cluding the acquisition of the
necessary rights-of-way were
handled through the local law
office of Mr. Oscar Hundley.

In a headline reading
"Limked At Last!", The Humis-
ville Weekly Mercury newspaper
dated Nowvemmber 28, 1887 re-
ported that "although Monday
was a cold day, yet it did not
deter the beauty, wealth, and
chivalry of our goodly city from
assembling at the depot to wit-
ness the imposing ceremonies

[Bveryone] goes out of their way to see to mom’s personal needs”

fraught with so much of inter-
est to our commumity. On the
arrival of the first [NC&StL]
passenger train, the crowd as-
sembled in and near the vicin-
ity of the depot, where Hunter

PrE———

Me Specialize in Historic Homns
John M, Bzdell 326-8053

[ am confident of her care

“My mother's needs are met fully, and the relationship she and | have
established with the Hearthstone family has exceeded my expectations”


http://www.hearthstoneassisted.com

McDonald, the engineer who
constructed and built the road,
had a place reserved in the line
wherein the last spike was to
be driven." Huntsville Mayor Ed
Mastin delivered an eloquent
speech followed by Oscar
Hundley who praised the citi-
zens of Huntsville for their ef-
forts. Then came the moment
that everyone had been waiting
for when Miss Susie Chadwick,
one of the area's Southern
Belles, drove the golden spike
in "Honor to whom honor is
due." Next came the cheering
from the crowds that was
matched by the blowing of the
train and nearby factory
whistles.

Today, much of the historic
NC&StL branch leading from
Elora to Huntsville has been
lost with the exception of ap-
proximately five miles owned at
operated by the North Alabama
Railroad Museum at Chase.

Back at the former NC&StL
junction with the M&C just west
of the Huntsville Depot and
across Church Street, there is
still a short segment of the
original NC&StL track which is
currently used by Norfolk
Southern to store maintenance
equipment.

This exact switch and side
track are both directly adjacent to
the wooden privacy fence and
depot patio of Lee Ann's

SPARKMAN MARBLE
AND GRANITE

HUNTSVILLE’S OLDEST FAMILY OWNED
MONUMENT COMPANY SINCE 1892

1111 WELLS AVE.
HUNTSVILLE AL 35801

256 334 ~ 0971

Restaurant, a popular place to
enjoy great food and live music.

One evening when I and sev-
eral friends were gathered to-
gether on the depot patio listen-
ing to a local band, a Norfolk
Southern freight train with over
100 cars rolled by and obviously
got the better part of my attention.

As the band later played the
legendary Johnny Cash song
"Folsom Prison Blues", I couldn't
help thinking about what a neat
coincidence it is to have so many
happy people out celebrating life
together in our great city today
and in virtually the same spot
where our ancestors gathered to
celebrate the driving of the golden
spike 120 years ago with the
arrival of Huntsville's second rail-
road.

News From 1909

- Mr. Calvin Rice, one of
Huntsville's worthy citizens,
got his leg badly mashed
while unloading some lumber
at the Dallas Mills.

- The city council has de-
cided to remove the hydrants
from the southeast and
southwest corner of the
square. We think this is a
bad move, instead of moving
any, the city should have more
of them. Public hydrants are
a necessity.
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Marble

& TILE Inc,

Ceramic - Marble
Granite Counter Tops
Fireplaces

(256) 776-3200
Fax (256) 859-0226

3107 N. Mem. Pkwy.

Now there’'s another
four-letter word
associated with

moving and storage.

Easy.

PODS is a whole new way
to move and store that's a lot less
stressful and a lot more
convenient. With PODS. you can
take your time moving or storing
your belongings. We deliver a
POD right to your door, you pack
it at your own pace and we
deliver it anywhere coast to coast
or to our dry and secure  ware-
house. it's that simple.

Consider it moving and
storage on your terms, without
the time-constraints, deadlines or

cursing.

PODS

Portable On Demand Storage

1-888-776-PODS

www.PODS.com
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wall. We always climbed the wall the grandstand and watch for Hub.
Dal I a s on the eastend ofthe grandstand Ifhe came out ofthe house towards
opposite Hub's house. the park, I would let everyone
His house was located at the know and we would hurriedly va-

VI I I corner of Qakwood and 5th cate the park.
age Street (Amndrew Jackson Way).

Since I was too young to play Minnie Primm Cusrry

n u rl e s on the team, my job was to sitin There was always something to

Billy D. Hardin

The memories that I have are
centered around the YMCA and
Mr. H. E. "Hub" Myhand. Most of
all of our activities involved the "Y"
In the summers we played base-
ball at the Dallas Park, now the
Optimist Park; and during the
winter months, we played basket-
ball and indoor softball in the Dal-
las YMCA gymmnasium.

Hub Myglwand was the Direc-
tor of the Y and his wife was
the village nurse. Mrs. Myghand
had an office or clinic in the Y.
Both Miyhmnds were paid by the
owners of the cotton mill. Hub
and those that we could get in-
volved in sports as coaches were
the babysitters for the village.
One of the things that is vivid
in my memory was our prac-
tices of slipping into the
ballpark in the morning when
the park was closed.

I guess we just couldn't wait
for Hub to open the park in the
afternoon or it could have been
that this was all that we had to
do. To get in, we had to scale the

Life Along A Dirt Road & Life In The Skillet

by Harold Fanning

Two wonderful inspiring books ofnostalgic memories, humorous stories
and lessons leamed growing up in North Alabama. Based on the true-life
experiences ofthe author, the books take a humorous look at life in Madison
County. From frog giggin”to a drag racing grandpa, be prepared to take a trip
down memory lane with two of the most delightiul books on the market today.

o

] Available at
w o Harrison Brothers Hardware and Shaver's Books
[AROLD D, FANNING

for more information visit: www.inspirationalreads.com
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do. We skated, played marbles
and played ball in the cow pas-
ture or in the street. At night we
would meet in front of Roger
Certain's house; we would tell
ghost stones and play games.

We had parties on Friday
nights at difffierent houses. Dink
Wallker and Q. T. Cates who lived
on North Dallas would come by
my house and we would go and
get Herman Chisholm, Lucy
Mae Fisher, Dot Falkemberry
and on to the partlyy. Milldred
(Midge) Reese had a lot of them
at her house and Mrs. Reese had
cookies, etc. We played games,
one I remember was spin the
bottle. There were some parties
that this bunch wasn't invited to,
so we would crash the party and
go anyway just for the fun of it

Seems like the years were fly-
ing by. I remember some of us
were at the Big Spring Park when
the Pearl Harbor was bombed.
It made a difference in our
school and village. A lot of the
boys left school and went into ser-
vice. Others were called up. We
missed all ofthem very much and

HUNTSVILLE'S
TRAIN STORE

A Model Raliiroaders Paradise

wrote to some of them. It was a
happy time when the war was
over and also a sad time because
a lot of our classmates didn't
come back.

Helen Acufif

My memories of Dallas Vil-
lage and Rison School were
some of the happiest times of
my childhood.

We (my cousins and neigh-
bors) did interesting fishing on
the bank of the "big ditch." We
caught tadpoles and minnows,
putting them in tin cans. They
died in a few hours after being
placed in ditch water, but we re-
ally did enjoy fishimg,

Amother event that was inter-
esting to me was the weekly pay-
roll. Dallas Mill paid their em-
ployees each Friday in cash. Mr.
Routt (the constable) rode in the
back of a flatbed truck carrying
a shotgun and escorted the bags
of money into the mill office.
The Paymaster would take the
money and pay the workers. All
of the warrkers had a numbered
token and received their pay by
returning the token back to the
Paymaster.

An important part of our
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West Station
Antiques

Come visik us in
Owens Cross Roads at the
Historic Hornbuckle Garage
on old Hwy 431.

Phone (256) 725-BO0OK (2665)

Books - Paper ltems
Postcards - Linens - Qulits
Pottery - China - Glassware

Sterling Siiver - Jewelry
Furniture

Visit us at our website:
www.glbsonbooks.com

3037 Old Highway 431
Owens Cross Roads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

Newr Hours: Thurs -Sat10-5
Sun-1-5
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history was that the mill became
unionized. The workers were
trying to obtain a contract and
when the mill officials would
not or could not agree with
them, they would sirike. Some
periods the mill was closed for
8 to 9 months. That was some
of the hard financial times. We
would get food furnished by the
Union or if not eligible would
work cleaning house for others,
doing odd jobs to make some
money to put food on the table.
We were all thin people, no one
had to diet. The government set
up programs called Workers
Project Administration (WPA)
and others that our parents
worked on during these lean
periods. Christmastime was not
very memorable. No candy and
no toys. But, someone gave us
a hen and we had dinner and
trimmings on Christmas Day.

When school started we ex-
changed books with kids who
had finished the year ahead of
us. The school did not change
school text books often so that
you were able to get "second-
hand" books. We spent a lot of
time erasing notes from books we
were exchanging so we could get
more value for the book.

Jerry Knowles

Some of the things that we
did were fun at the time, but to
look back now I can see how
dangerous they were.

Larry Gray lived by the rail-
road tracks north of Oakwood
Avenue. We would wait in his
backyard till the freight train
came by heading north. We would
run along side of the train and
grab onto the ladder and ride up
to Normal by A&M University and

drop off and walk back.

There was a cemetery by the
railroad track, and we would
hide behind the grave stones
and throw rocks at the boys
over in Lincoln Village.

About every Sunday, some of
us boys would climb the
dummy line up the mountain and
take vines and swing out over
cliffs; that was fun at the time.

When the Nehi Bottling Com-
pany opened at the corner of

256-536-7569

Carpet Cleaning - Pressure Washing - Water Damage

www.dirtbustersrestoration.com

Madison’s Newest Luxury Townhomes
FROM 1887 SF TO 2513 SF

OFFERING THESE STANDARD FEATURES:

GARAGES!

A good way to make your
present car run better is to
have a salesman quote you

the price of a new one.

*

HARDWOQD IN FOYER, LIVING, DINING AND KITCHEN - CERAMIC TILE AND OIL RUBBED BRONZE
IN BATHS - GRANITE COUNTERTOPS, GLAZED CABINETS, MAYTAG APPLIANCES - 10 YEAR HOME
BUYER'S WARRANTY - GAS LOG FIREPLACE ~ COMMUNITY IRRIGATION SYSTEM -
MAINTENANCE FREE YARD ~ CLUBHOUSE, POOL, POOCH PARK, AND WALKING TRAIL
CONNECTING TO THE FUTURE BRADFORD GREENWAY, DID § MENTION GARAGES?

Guitar ¢ Banjo

TH
‘R”: Mandolin

== Gales o Instruction
QHOP Repair

CALL ME FOR MORE INFORMATION AND HOW YOU CAN DOWNSIZE, SAVE CLOSINGS COSTS
AND GET TWQ YEARS HOME OWNERS INSURANCE FREE

Mark Fortson, GRI, ABRM, CRS

309 Jordan Lane

Huntsville, AL 35805 ASSOCIATE BROKER — TRAINER REMAX HUNTSVILLE

Tel; (256) 430-4729
Fax: (256) 430-1081

REAL ESTATE INSTRUCTOR, NATIONAL SCHOOL OF REAL ESTATE
Call 256-679-1772 for more information
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Halsey and Fifth Street (Andrew - Mr. Wallace, the janitor, and many tin cans to getin the Lyric
Jackson Way now) they were giv-  ringing the school bell. Theater. This was during the war
ing a free drink to everyone. They - Getting our yearly shots from  days.

would check your tongue to seeif Mrs. Myhand and getting a Red - Also fun was meeting the ice
you had already received one, Cross pin. truck to get the chips of ice.
some of us boys would run home - Buying our school books at - My sister and I getting a per-
and wash our tongues and go Burkett'sand T.T. Terry's. manent at McKay's Beauty Shop
back for another drink. - Once, they let us bring so once ayear.

Every Saturday night I would :
get a dime from my Dad and go
to the YMCA to the movies. I
would pay a nickel to get in, and

would buy five Dumb Dumbs
with the other nickel. |

Geradine M. Walker

Some of my memories of I,...“ 4,-4».
growing up on Halsey Avenue W ot
and living in the Village include:

- Going to the YMCA on Sat-
urday night for the movies and
weekly serials.

- Running down to the Union
Store for penny candy and a
nickel ice cream cone.

- Going to Rison School and

Mr. Fain holding chapel. Some In IOVIng memory of

of the teachers were Miss .
Esslinger, Miss Womack, Mrs. W. Eric Freeman

e ey L o Open 5:30 AM i 2:30 P
that were sold at recess. They 489-3354
gengaanr;nii A with hunks BREAKFAST - LUNCH - SANDWICHES
; CHILI DOGS - BURGERS - DESSERTS
Bumper sticker seen on SOUP OF THE DAY
car in Madison: “Watch CORNER PRATT AVE. AND WASHINGTON ST,

out for the driver in the
car right behind me.”

Medicare

Supplement Spemallzmg in sealmg & strip-

And/or part D prescriptions ing. We do parking lots, handi-
Available on Disability cap parking and driveways.

for age 65 and up Call for free estimates
Also Life Insurance Cell 656-9357

Office 881-8337

Southern Séaling & Striping

For More Information

(256) 859-7477
Or toll-free (Alabama only)

866-709-4908

Joe Walker & Jeff Walker, Proprietors
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News From the Year 1935

B

News From HuntS\;i_Il_é and Around The Worl_d—

Alabama Old Age
Pensions to be Paid Closed

Commissioner Collins of
the Alabama Public Welfare de-
partment announced today that
his office will be paying old age
pensions starting on January
1st of next year, but stated that
he believed that not more than
12.000 to 15,000 of the state's
105,000 persons over the age of
65 would be eligible for payment.
He also cautioned people against
expecting a windfall, as he said
that most pensions paid will not
be over the amount of $15.00 per
month.

The state pension act has
set $30.00 as the maximum
pension, but Collins said that
money is tight and his depart-
ment will have to work on a ba-
sis of cash available rather than
need, spreading its money as far
as it will go over the most needy
cases.

A 877,000 surplus in the

Confederate pension fund on Oc-
tober 1st would be a great help to
the welfare department, but it is
unsure if those funds can legally
be used for old-age pensions.
Collins also cautioned that
each applicant for a state old-
age pension must be able to
prove that he or she has no
adult children who can offer
support or care for them.

Help Wanted

The Tennessee Valley Author-
ity is hiring laborers for the
Guntersville dam project. Room
and board furnished at reason-
able costs, Starting salary at 35
cents an hour.

Also experienced cook
capable of preparing 2000 meals
per day.

Apply at construction site.

For Your Health!

Solving your

health : /
puzzle Cleansing & Weight

256-883-4127 Herbs Loss
Open Monday - Saturday Vitamins
info@ruthsnutrition.com Massage

Reflexology

Natural Foods

Master Herbalist
Auricular Thecapy
Magnetic Therapies
Electrodermal Testing
Rapid Eye Technology

7540-P South Memorial Pkwy.
Rosie’s Shopping Center
Huntsville, Alabama

New Year - New You!

www.ruthsnutrition.com

Poor House

In a surprise move by the
Welfare Board yesterday, the
County Poor House located at the
end of Hermitage was abolished.

Spokesman Lawrence Gold-
smith explained that with the
Welfare Department now taking
care of the indigent there is no
longer a need for an Alms House.
By the end of the year the poor
house is expected to be empty as
new homes are found by the
present occupants. Alabama cur-
rently has 63 poor houses. Many
of the residents are veterans.

The recently passed bill au-
thorizing state pensions should
help alleviate the sufferings of the
people affected.

Custom Cuts

Lawn & Landscape Service
Commercial & Residential

* Mulch & Sod

* Flowers & Shrubs

* Lawn & Landscape
Management

* Aerating & Overseeding

* Free Estimates

* Commercial & Residential

* References Available

* State Certified guehesy

$
] i

Jimmy Stubbs
Owner

(256) 828-9224

nma“(p
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Alabama and
Auburn will
Clash Again

Governor Bibb Graves has
asked a special American Le-
gion committee to negotiate the
resumption of the University of
Alabama versus Auburn games.
He expressed hope that a post
season football game could be
arranged for the Christmas or
New Year's season.

Horace Wilkinson, chairman
of Legion's special committee,
said they expect to confer with
authorities of the colleges by the
latter part of this week. "We're
going to try to accomplish some-
thing," he said.

The colleges last played
against each other in a game in
1906.

Young Roosevelt
Investigated after
Raucous Party

Concord, Mass. It was a mat-
ter of dispute today whether or not
John Roosevelt, youngest son of
the President, was in an automo-
bile which struck a hedge, hurl-

ing a young girl to the ground af-
ter a raucous party.

Chief of Police William G. Ryan
said that Roosevelt, a student at
Harvard, was indeed in the auto-
mobile that was involved in the
early-morning accident, which fol-
lowed the debutante party of Miss
Leslie Laughlin the night before.

Based on his investigation, the
girl was riding on the running
board of the car when it struck
the hedge in front of the Concord
Country Club.

Another participant of the
raucous party, identified as one
of the Kennedy brothers, report-
edly fled the scene when informed
there would be an investigation.

The investigation was ordered
by the town selectmen after receiv-
ing reports that the party was
quite noisy and had lasted into the
early hours of Sunday morning,
which is in violation of the state
Sabbath laws.

"Absolutely wrong," said young
Roosevelt when he was told of the
Chief’s statement.

Three of the four Roosevelt
brothers have been involved in
a series of motor accidents
since their father became presi-
dent.

We would hope that our
president could control his fam-
ily as well as the country.
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Five Points
Hallmark Shop

Gold Crown Hallmark Store

" *Noodle & Boo
- Fine baby product line
Beila Cucina ~ -
- Artful Food
Paddy Wax
- Seented Soy Candles
Aroma Floria
- Decorative Aroma Beads
Archipelago
- Botanical lotions
- Home Scents
Mon-Fri 10am-6pm * Sat. 10am-S5pm

534-5854

Under New Ownership
Theresa Carlisle

716 Pratt Ave-in 5 Pomts

A New Year’s resolution is a
promise to stop doing what
you really enjoy.

"Old Tyme Friendly Serwce

717 Pratt Ave, NE
Open & AM - 10PM - 7 Days A Week

Prescriptions Compounded
Computerized Profiles

BellSouth Payment Center
AT&T Phone Center

P US Gov't. Post Office - UPS Shipping
i (256) 539-7443 - Fax (256) 539-1012
‘The Only Discount Drug Store With Service”
Pl . —————

MADE TO ORDER
WINDOWS AND DOORS

|

Penn Dilworth - Chris Craig

Your Professional Construction
Specialists

256-539-7704

2802 Memorial Parkway S.W.

Huntsville, Alabama 35801
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Times Have Changed

Downtown circa 1970

1 - Times Building 3 - Courthouse 5 - Washington St.
2 - Civic Center 4 - Russel Erskine Hotel 6 - Big Spring Park

MILLER & MILLER Helping to build Huntsville

for over 50 Years

General Contractors
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& Granite Countertops
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Kristin Ardal

Home Loan Consultant
Cell: 256-655-0837
Fax: 256-531-5831
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Getting By During
the Civil War

by Marshall Wilson
(written in 1907)

Gen. Mitchell’s troops swept the valley
clean, and we had little food left. Alabama
had never been a cattle country, but depended
for meat mainly upon the sheep and hog.
The grain was loaded and sent away to the
army.

The horses and mules were seized on but
ours were left, as we thought, but one morn-
ing we woke up to find that about 25 of our
Negroes, most men and well-grown boys, had
slipped away in the night, taking with them
every horse and mule in the stables.

This was a staggering blow, but we soon
saw there was some comfort in the loss of
slaves. It had become serious problem to
provide their food and clothing, The slaves
remaining on the place recognized the respon-
sibility, too. There was no more thought of
planting cotton; the energies of everyone on
the place were bent on one purpose of get-
ting food and clothes. My father at this time
organized all his forces - everybody was put
to work, even the small children. The women
were cutting, sewing, and knitting from early
morning till late bedtime. The Negro women
were spinning and weaving and some help-
ing in the fields, the old men and little boys
were cultivating the fields with hoes. A large
crop of cow-peas was planted for food.

My father got some medical books to read
and he learned to make some of the simple
medicines. He went from place to place to

ASIAN
PERSUASION

Handmade Rugs
For All Budgets
FREE PAD with

purchase (Mention this ad)

| 256.885.0706

7900 Bailey Cove Rd. Suite R

i (Across from Grissom High Schoof)

New Shipment of Persian Rugs
JUST ARRIVED!

see the sick and prescribe for them as though he
were a physician. You know that in those days blis-
ters were thought to be indispensable for inflamma-
tions, pneumonia, etc. There were no drugstores to
furnish supplies - we could not even buy a mustard
plaster. My father had been experimenting with
plants, trying to find a blistering agent. One day it was
reported to him that the lightning bugs were eating all
the leaves from the potato plants. We were growing po-
tatoes on a large scale because it was a food that could
be easily concealed in case of a raid. He found that
some rows, at least were swarming with a bug that
looked like the firefly, and he ordered the boys to

= : ;
((unningham’'s
707 Andrew Jackson Way
Huntsville, Al 35801

DISCOUNT
WICKER - RATTAN FURNITURE

Lee Roy Cunningham
Betty Jo Cunningham

(256) 536-3071
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knock them into the water. This was done, but some ghum cane and made many barrels of molas-
of the boys reported that their hands blistered. Then ses, and when this molasses was all out of
these bugs were gathered up, dried, pulverized, mixed the barrel, we usually found a few pounds of
with lard, and the mixture proved a fine blistering sugar. Our writing paper gave out very early
agent and was sent far and wide for this purpose.
The bugs had never appeared before and never came

again. Long afterward, we learned that they were the B
real Spanish fly. M

My father also learned to make various colored dyes
from roots and bark; cultivated indigo and learned to |
ferment the plant to get the blue dye. He also found
out how to make cheese and taught the blacksmith how New Arr‘lvals
to make wrought nails.

Singularly enough, one of the most precious of
articles at this time was common salt. Now salt
was needed to season food, but it was absolutely
necessary to preserve meat, and the plantation de-
pended for its meat supply on salt pork. On the
plantations there were large smoke-houses where, S e e
winter after winter, many slaughtered porkers would favoriF’)res Nofvel le Eg’n dles
be salted down and much salt wasted on the dirt ||| McBloom Skincare ‘
floors, so this floor was dug up to the depth of two ] Chai Tea etc.
feet and the earth leached with water and the water '

evaporated off. We got bushels and bushels of salt We H ave Moved '

this way.

Liquid, Eva Franco, Mycra
Pac Raincoats, Maruca
Handbags, Nubras (Sizes
a-d) 3 Dots T-Shirts!

Aromatique Cinnamon candles
& more scents ..ummm!

There was no soda, but we made a substitute We «are riow located in the
for the lye of wood ashes. Parched rye was used as Railroad Station Antique Mall, 2nd floor.
a substitute for coffee-it tasted something like the Corner of Monroe & Jefferson, Downtown
modern postum. For sugar. we cultivated the sor-
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The Next Step In Your Life.

(With a Helping Hand.)

Grandview Assisted Living at Redstone Village is
the perfect balance between independence and ongoing
support. Here you’ll find licensed care at all levels of need
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and at first we tore out the
blank leaves from father's old
ledgers, and when these were ex-
hausted, we moistened the wall-
paper on the walls, tore it offin
strips and used the blank side.
Sometimes letters went off, deco-
rated on one side with a picture
of George Wasshington crossing
the Delaware, or with a wreath
ofroses. There were no pencils,
but we learned to make very good
ink from oak balls and copperas,
and any boy with a pocket knife
could make a perfectly good pen
from a goose quill.

There was but one copy of
Whaibstier's Blue Back Spelling
Book in the commumityy, but the
whole school used it by mak-
ing out a schedule of time when
each could have the book. Ire-
member once walking five miles
and back to get the book for an
hour to learn the next day’s les-
son.

inside and Out!{!
Approximately 2,200 sq. fi.

My own tasks in this new
economy were varied and were
shared for the most part by my
little Negro playmate. (We were
about seven years old.) We went
back and forth to carry leather to
the shoemakers and then to bring
the shoes home (there were some
forty people on the place to shoe).
It seemed to me the shoemaker
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was always drunk when we
called, and never had the work
done. Then we were sent all
around the neighborhood to ex-
change garden seed; to borrow a
tool or lend one; to carry news or
gather it, and to do errands gen-
erallly. Ithink our gala days came
when we were put to melting up
tallow and molding it into

Changing jobs? Want better control of your finances?
Rolling over a 401 (k)? We can help.

Rob Walker
Registered Representative

robett wallker@axa-advisors com

Wit AXAonhne.com

Securities offered through AXA Advisors, LLC (NY. NY, 212-314-4600), member FINRA, SIPC Annulty and insurance products offered through AXA

Network, LLG and its subsidiaries.

1511 Blackhall Lane, SE
Decatur, AL 35601

Tel. (258) 227-6297/(256) 341-5995
Fax (256) 341-5996

GE-37470(b) (11/06)

Ready To Move In - all the hard work has
been done for you, Totally Renovated

Sehools - Randslph Elem., Huntsville Middie and High School

New carpeting in bedrooms, new lighting and
plumbing fixtures throughout

3 to 4 bedrooms and 2 full baths

New 30-year architectural roof - fully
repainted throughout

New tile, fixtures and glamour mirrors in
ceramic baths

Remodeled Master Bed Room/sltting
room and new Master Bath

Complstely New Kitchen ...solid wood
cherry cabinets, granite counter tops,
appliances, tile floor, gas cook top and
center island

New solld wood fioors in Living room,
Foyer, and new Sunroom

Call (258) 604-8161

904 Weliman Avenue
$294,800
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candles, or to bringing up pails
of lye for the soap kettle and
keeping the fire going. I believe
we were fairly happy, but even
we children had our anxious
moments and talked of what we
would do if the Yankees came
upon us while away from home.

The war wore wearily on -
reverses in arms now alternated
with victory; we were becoming
poorer and poorer. Still we had
no thought of giving up and
worked all the harder. I remem-
ber working all day for days
scraping lint from old linen
tablecloths and sheets and tear-
ing off bandages to be sent to
the nearest hospital. During
these years, every yard of cloth
was used for clothing, bedding,
for table; in fact, every yard re-
quired for the forty people on
the place, as well as for blan-
kets and clothing for many sol-
diers, was spun and woven on
the place, and in these four years
we didn’t spend five dollars for
anything. There was nothing to
buy.

I have seen my mother work-
ing whole days, working and siz-
ing the thread for the looms.
About this time I learned the art
of platting straw in several differ-
ent patterns and mother sewed
the braid into straw hats which
we bleached with sulphur, and we
used for hat bands strips of black
silk torn from old worn-out
dresses. I could not possibly
make anyone understand the iso-
lation in which communities lived.
The railroads were torn up. the

“Elections are a good deal
like marriages. There’s no
accounting for anyone’s
tastes. Every time we see a
bridegroom, we wonder
why she ever picked him,
and it’s the same with
public officials.”

Will Rogers

steamboats burned; the roads
mostly impassable.

One day we had a merry sur-
prise over the arrival of a stately
old lady who lived five miles away.
All of her horses and mules had
been taken; she wanted to visit us
but couldn't walk the five miles.
Old Ben, her carriage driver, was
called in and asked if he could
hitch two yoke of oxen to her car-
riage. He said he would try; so
about noon we heard loud cries
of “Gee! Wah! Come! Get up!”,
and then we saw Mrs. Harris’ big
carriage slowly coming up the hill
while she was leaning out the
window, waving gaily.

But most of the times were
terribly serious. There was far
more weeping than laughter.
Women sometimes grew white-
headed worrying for news of
their sons. By this time, there
were no mails, no newspapers.

The only news we got filtered in
as rumors caught from carriers
bearing dispatches. We often hear
arumor of a great battle, and then
wait days and weeks in suspense
before knowing anything.

Sometimes, if the front were
not too far away, my brothers
would send their servant, George,
on horseback with their letters
and some gathered up from their
friends.

We were always on the look-
out for George, though he came
only a few times a year; and then
we dreaded to ask him questions,
or to open the letters.

Every time there would be
heavy tidings for some of the
neighbors and my father would
go as comforter to the house of
mourning to read over and over
his son’s letters telling how this
boy or that had died fighting for
his country.

D. Scott McLain, CCIM
Managing Broker

COILDWIELIE
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€ OMMERC 1AL
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The Last
Gathering

The Grrants first moved to
Jackson County, Alabama,
around 1834, settling on 200
acres of land granted to Tho-
mas Grant for his service in the
War of 1812.

By the time the Civil War
began, Thomas Grant had nine
grandsons. Five ofthem enlisted
in the Confederate armmy, while
the other four became Union
soldiers. All of them served in
Narth Almbama, within a few
miles of where they grew up. In
1864, while cutting wood, Tho-
mas Grant suffered a fatal heart
attack.

Ward was sent to all the chil-
dren and grandchildren of the
upcoming burial. The next day
saw the whole family gathered at
the cemetery to pay their last re-
spects. Five young men dressed
in Confederate gray stood on one
side of the casket and the four
Union men stood on the other
side.

When the time came to lower
the casket, all nine young men
helped, and when it was done,
they looked at one another across
the grave. Slowly and almost awk-
wardly, they reached across the
still open grave and shook
hands with one another.

132 Jetplex Lane

({5 77

Allmost seventy-five years
later, Mrrs. E. Stiles still remem-
bered the tears on her uncles'
faces that day. She said it was
almost as if they were saying
their last good-byes before they
got back on their horses to re-
turn to the war.
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Out of the nine grandsons,
four were killed in battle, one was
captured and died in a Federal
prison, and two others were
wounded.

The family never got together
again.
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Walt Boost
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Jdohn Butterfield
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A Musical
Sensation

Probably no man in
Huntsville's recent history was
admired and liked by more
people than Grady Reeves, a
noted radio and television per-
sonality.

Grady was a storyteller. He
could keep an audience en-
thralled for hours, spinning
yarns about people he had met
and things that had happened
to him. And like all good story-
tellers, he was not above pok-
ing a little fun at himself

In the mid-50s Grady was
booking entertainment at the old
Coliseum on University Drive.
He was always being besieged
by entertainers, all wanting a
chance to perform.

One young man kept calling
constantly, until finally Grady
agreed to give him a chance.

On the night of the perfor-
mance, the young man showed
up with his band. The car had
guitars tied on top, drums stick-
ing out of the truck and most of
their dirty laundry in the back
seat.

Grady wasn't too impressed
with the boy. The young man had
long, greasy, black hair, a pale
complexion and wore clothes that
even a blind man wouldn't buy.

But Grady, being the nice guy
that he was, told the boy to go

ahead and get on stage. There
were less than 100 people in the
audience that night and Grady
carefully watched their reactions
to this young unknown.

The audience was restless, not
at all impressed by the new sing-
ing sensation.

Meeting the young man back-
stage, Grady, who was always
known for his honesty, had a
talk with the young performer.
"Son," he said, "I been watching
those people out there, and your
stuff ain't gonna work. You
might ought to get that truck-
driving job back."

The young man didn't take

Grady's advice, though, and a
few months later recorded his
first hit - and Elvis Presley
never drove another truck again.
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The Daily Huntsville Confederate

Printed in Marietta, Georgia by the editor, J. Withers Clay

The following is taken from
a recently discovered issue of
The Daily Huntsville Confeder-
ate newspaper dated Septem-
ber 1, 1863. This issue was pur-
chased at the recently held
Civil War Show in Nashville,
Tennessee, December 1, 2007.
J. Withers Clay, editor, had
moved the newspaper from
Huntsville when it was occupied
by the Yankee's to Chattanooga.
This article was written by
Clay just after retreating from
Chattanooga to Marietta be-
cause of enemy forces pushing
towards Chattanooga;

Thursday, Sept. 1, 1863

"From Huntsville:

A citizen of Huntsville, who
left there last Thursday, says,
no Yankees were there. Several
citizens, who left there on the
22", represented no Yankees
nearer than the vicinity of
Brownsboro Station, on the Mem-
phis and Charleston Railroad,
where a regiment or two were
posted on the Deposit Road,
which leads to a point on the Ten-
nessee River, known as Fort De-
posit, about five miles below
Guntersville. When preparing to
move from Chattanooga, we

learned that squads of the enemy,
varying in number from five to
thirty, were stationed every few
miles on the dirt roads leading
from New Market towards
Guntersville, as well as on the rail-
road. They were supposed to be
placed at courier stands on the
dirt roads. We hear that the cars
have run down from Stevenson as
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far as Brownsboro , but that the
bridge at Brownsboro , which the
Yankee's destroyed on their first
occupation of Huntsville, had not
been rebuilt.

Before leaving Chattanooga,
we announced the reported kill-
ing of Pres. Dodson, of Jack-
son county, by a band of trai-
tors under the lead of one Capt.
Latham, of Jackson county, who
had been a Lieutenant in Col.
Coltart's (50th. Ala.) regiment,
and deserted after the battle of
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rbe foss of a loved one.
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Murfreesboro', and wrote to Col.
Coltart that he had concluded
to join the Yankee's. Since then,
we have been informed by Capt.
Gurley, who had just returned
from Madison county, that the
person killed was not Pres.
Dodson, but Kibble T. Daniel,
a respectable citizen of Madi-
son.

He was at his plantation on
Paint Rock River, in Jackson
county, and hearing that a column
of the enemy was moving down
the valley, he rode up with a friend
o ascertain the truth of the report,
was shot in the breast by one of
two traitors in ambush. He at-
tempted to pursue and return the
fire, but fell, with pistol in hand,
and soon expired. He was a true
and staunch Southerner, and his
death is deeply to be lamented.

Capt. Gurley, also, informed
us, that the Yankee's discovered
John B. Hancock who lived near
Maysville, Madison county, in
his melon patch, with a shot
gun, arrested him and charged
him with bushwhacking. He as-
sured them he was only guard-
ing his melons from the depre-
dations of boys and negroes in
his neighborhood, and that his
gun was loaded with squirrel
shot. Notwithstanding they drew
the charge and ascertained that
it contained none but squirrel
shot they took him off 4 miles
from home and shot him sev-
eral times, murdering him. He
was a quiet, un-offensive citizen.

The Yankees have made three

;>.

801 HOLMES AVE.
AT FIVE POINTS

*« CONTEMPORARY OILS
e THOUSANDS OF PRINTS
* MUSEUM QUALITY FRAMING

trips to Huntsville, July 13th and
24th, and August 11th.

The first time, with two or
three brigades, of all arms; the
second, with two or three hun-
dred cavalry, and the third, with
three to seven thousand
mounted infantry. They took few
negroes on their second and
third trips, and they were con-
fined to able-bodied men. Num-
bers of women and children
flocked to them on their 2nd visit,
but they were rejected.

On their third trip, they car-
ried off Thouston Lumpkin, Ge.
W. Kennard, John Spence, and
Thurber of Huntsville, and Archie
Carey, son of A. A. Carey, a den-
tist, residing in Madison county,
but they released all but Kennard,
before getting to Winchester. The
last four had been in our army,
we believe. Lumpkin is said to
have offered a Yankee five dollars
to tell him who had taken the
oath, which brought about a dis-

pute, when Lumpkin remarked:
"I know why you d----d Yankees
have been stealing our negro men.
It is to improve the breed of
Yanks." He was arrested and
made to drive a wagon to Win-
chester.

Robert W. Coltart, the mayor,
was put in the guard house with
a long list of charges preferred
against him. Among them was the
charge that he had been very cruel
to the Yankee sick left in Hunts-
ville, when it was evacuated last
year.

Coltart showed them the card
published by the Yankee Surgeon,
Goodwin, in the Huntsville papers,
acknowledging the kindness of
the people to his sick. They re-
leased Coltart, telling him he
might stay with his family that
night but must report himself the
next morning. The next morning,
they had left with the other in-
mates of the guardhouse, above
mentioned, and he, thus, escaped.

Maurice Gant, BC-HIS
Board Certified Hearing
Instrument Specialist

Center for Hearing, LLC

7531 S. Memorial Parkway Suite C
Phone (256) 489-7700

¢ Free Hearing Tests and Consultations

* Zero down financing with low payments

» Competitive pricing

* Service and repair of all brands and makes of aids

* Hearing aid batteries

* Appointments - Monday thru Friday from (8:00 am
until 5:00 pm) and Saturday upon request

Huntsville, Al 35802

00508041

256-539-1096

Huntsville’s Authority On Fine Art

CARLISLE CALLERY
FINE ART & CUSTOM FRAMING

* BUYING & SELLING
* ANTIQUE OILS
» ANTIQUE PRINTS

Closed Sunday




On their first visit, Armistead Pope, a
well known and trusted servant belonging
to Daniel B. Turner, stole eight hundred dol-
lars in gold, buried by his master in the gar-
den, and, taking his children, went off with
the Yamkees. Turner had a severe stroke of
paralysis on one side, the first week in Au-
gust, but is reported better.

We regret to learn that a daughter of
Theo. Lacy, Cashier of the Narthern Bank,
has died. Our informant thinks it was the
one named Sue Gee. We also regret a sad
accident that befell the family of Mr. John
Patton on Sunday afternoon, Aug. 3rd. They
were returning from the cemetery in a
school carryall, driven by one of his little
sons, and the breech band broke, as they
descended the hill in front of Mr. Norvell's
home, causing the horse to run away. All
sprumg, or attempted to sprimg, from the
carryall. Mrs. Patton received a severe gash
in the forehead, slightly fracturing the skull,
the smallest boy a severe cut in the fore-
head, the smallest girl, a cut on the back of
the head, and little Dee was killed, her neck
and one elbow being broken, skull frac-
tured, and other terrible injuries received.
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A Travellng Man

A Limnestone County man, who rounded out seventy
five years ofhis life without ever going more than twenty
miles from his birthplace, was one day answering the
questions of a distinguished Narthern visitor. The old
native gave the man just the details the latter was
seekimg,

"Amd I suppose you have always lived around here,"
said the man from the Naorthern states.

"Oh, no," replied the native. "I was born two miles

from here!" takemffam 1895 newspaper

WEEKENDS
Y / TENNESSEE

VALLEY CidCau Wi Souiey -

“This book takes you on a tantalizing
Cl:llmp ﬁo:‘lo ani hoogal land Nashxﬂlh € to
man. Allong with steliar photegrapihy,
yow'll find an interulning nrmﬁve laced
with humor, histery, local lore and more.”
Gay N. Martin, Author
Offfthe Beaten Path Alabama

*52 Weekends details everything from
humble festivals saluting MisonPics
and cornbread to the dazzle of Music City

in an casy-to-use, reader-friendly guide.”
Hiumisville Wimes

&

62 IOCAI KSHIWALS & EVEATS
SSIOCAL ATTRACTIONS

1 LOCAL BOOK.

Ask for i¢ a¢ your local bookstore, or visit us at
www.tenmesseevalleybook.com

When your elderly loved one needs assistance
either temporarily or on an ongoing basis, Home
Buddies provides the highest quality care for
seniors, helping to maintain independence.

Care in your own home, in the hospital, and in
assisted living facilities

Experienced elder care workers
Transportation to activities, shopping,
errands, and appointments, helping seniors
stay active and involved

Household chores and meal preperation
Convalescent care during recovery from
surgery or injury

Day and overnight care

Companionship

You can own a Home Buddies in your
region! Ifyou want to be a part of

“Tlhe Caring Connection” and touch

people’s lives, Home Buddies is a

unique business opportunity for you.

(256) 882-1299
email:

homebuddies@uameasit met

www.homebuddies.com
|



buiklinghsv.com
http://www.tennesseevalleybook.com
mailto:homebuddies@comcast.net
http://www.homebuddies.com
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Civil War
Letters

Huntsville Ala. July 19

Dear Beloved Wife,

I take this present opportunity
or writing a few lines to let you
know that I enjoy very good health
and hope these few lines may find
you the same. I have had two let-
ters from you since we left
Murfreesboro, but I have had no
chance to answer but one about a
week after I got it and about two
hours after I sent it I got the other
one of the 28th June. Col. Parmour
is dismissed from service [illeg-
ible]. We have been on the march
nearly every day since we left
Murfreesboro the 24th June, and
it rained about two thirds of the
time, but it was warm so we did
not mind it and was not as bad as
if it had been dry and dusty.

Now I will tell you about our
march. First we went to Bradyville
and from there to Manchester, from
there to Tullahoma where we ex-
pected to have a big battle but the
Rebs thought old Rosey would be
too much for them and they ran
like sheep across the mountains
and across the Tennessee River. You
will see by the map that Huntsville is
about ten miles north of the River
close to the line of Alabama and
Tennessee. The other day we went
to Pulaski and there were about fifty
Rebels there and we took 21 of

them prisoners, among them
was a Chief Quartermaster of
Gen. Cheatan's Division.

Now I will tell you a little
about our marching. We have
not drawn any rations, for the
roads were bad that our teams
could not keep up with ra-
tions. So we would go to the
secesh and get flour, meal,
hams, bacon, sugar, molas-
ses, honey, butter, eggs, and
potatoes and everything we
wanted that we could get our
hands on. Day before yester-

day we came to a place where
they had about 100 Ibs. sugar a
barrel of molasses and a barrel
about two thirds full of strained
honey and we took two wooden
pails and filled them and took
about half their sugar. Pretty
soon more soldiers came along
and took all the sugar and honey
and all the meal we wanted. You
better believe we lived well. Yes-
terday we went out and brought
another supply and found some
of the nicest peaches you ever
saw and our mess brought

AL-269
Greg Petrone

Peace of Mind

G & G Smart Systems, Inc.
5510 Hwy 53 - Suite B

. . .Is just one call away.
Security - Fire - Medical - Video

Harvest, AL 35749
smarthme@AOL.com

852-3005

Call Sue Ann Childers

Complete Fire Extinguisher and Hood System
Service & Installation.

HUNTSVILLE

FIRE EQUIPMENT

Come visit us at our new location - 2107 Meridian St.

534-7676

4 Hour Emergency Service

2



mailto:smarthme@AOL.com

about half bushel. Now I will tell you what we
had for supper. Pancakes and homey, boiled
potatoes and ham and boiled eggs. That's the
way we live. Our teams came up and we drew
some crackers and sugar and coffee and now
the report is that we will leave here day after
tomorrow but where we do not kmow. The
boys are all in good health and fine spirits.
They all feel confident that the rebellion is
nearly at an end.

This is Saturday evening and we are going
to have inspection of arms and dress parade,
so I will have to get readly.

Your Husband, George

Waoodyville, Ala. Aug, 4, 1862

Dear Wife,

It is with pleasure that I take this oppor-
tunity of writing to you a few lines to let you
know that I am reasonable well and hope these
few lines may find you all in good health and
lively spirits.

I rec'd two letters from you last Saturday
which gave me much pleasure and answered
them the same day, and the Chaplain is going
today so [ thought I would writes a few lines by
him and send you $15.00 which I would rather
you have than for me to keep it here. I will then
have six dollars left providing I should need it, if
I should get sick or something happens for we
do not know when we will get paid again.

There is an awful excitement in camp this
morning on account of having got 4 of Co.
G's men shot while on picket yesterday by the
rebel bushwhackers and our men went out
and caught 5 of them and one of the wounded
men knew them when they found him and they
(the rebels) are now getting examined and our
men say that they must be hung or shot before
they leave this camp and they went out and burnt
a widow's house where they found a keg of pow-
der and now there is another house burning in
sight of camp and we will burn every house
within five miles ifthey do not stop their depre -
dations.

Yastarday Capt. Gaylord came back to us
again. He is quite hearty and rugged and he
treated the boys with cigars and a Jug of good
whiskey. We had a fine shower ofrain yesterday
and this morning it is warm and sultry. I have
not much more to write this time. I cannot find
Hank and I will have to hurry so as to get it ready
for Waarmer is going on the first train. No more at
present but remain as ever your true and
affectionate Husband.

George Kiryder
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WHAT IS A REVERSE MORTGAGIE?

**********************************************
Yedrde ek dokok wihdedekdoir Aok ko k doiekekok

A REVERSE MORTGAGE IS A
GOVERNMENT DESIGNED, FHA
INSURED PROIGRAMIING ALLOWS A
SEEINIOR TO ACCESS 50,60,70
PERCENT OR MORE OF THE EQUITY
IN THEIR HOME.

*****************************************5*
*hkk et ok dedede dede dedode dedeodededeie

Why get a Reverse Morti  e?

*%

* EHENG® YOUF MEFREaYge Huymmens

»  NO REPAYMENT for as long as you voaupy the home

e No tames owe pald on the cash*

e You retain the title to your home

o You may sell the home at any time

e No pre-payment penalty if you sell your home

e Cash may be used for any purpase

o  Cash meay be Svasssmsessmn received In a variety of
ways
Social Senuriy and Medicare benefits
are NOT af- fected*
After your es- tate paws off the loan,
ALL remaining equity is paid to your
noify

*hkhkhkkhhkhkkhdhhhhhhhhhhdhhhhdhhhhkhhhhhdihhhiiksk
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PLAN NOW TO ATTEND THIS NO
OBLIGATION SEMINAR TO LEARN
MORE ABOUT THIS PROGRAM!

Call NOW=pace is limited!
Call 888-440-4696 extt 701 to register

Where; Brahan Spring Retnesaition Center
When: Wednesday, lamuary iGth—3pm

FAREEXXXE AR ERRRFRERE AR AR R TR RN SRR TR R

Tanya Wilson
Reverse Mortgage Sipedalist

Unfity Miitgage Corp.
WO Reswedl Rovd

Bldg. 300 Sulte 301
Atlanka. Co 30350
A Residuiil Mig Lk #5933

Covanlt your tex professional
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Need for Speed

by Harold Fanning

The following is taken from “Life In The
Skillet” and may be purchased at
Shaver’s Books.

statement to say the least. After convincing me that I
had nothing to worry about, we commenced towing
that old Studabaker from Lick Skillet to his brother's
service station in Huntsville where he had plans of
installing a huge 472 cubic-inch Cadillac engine in
that old Studabaker Hawk. Things went fairly well
for the first couple of miles, but when we got to the

My mother's sister married a guy who
was a lifelong resident of Lick Skillet. His fa-
ther operated a convenience store approxi-
mately one mile from the main drag in
downtown Skillet. I've got to admit that life
changed for our family after that marriage
took place. His love for speed, coupled with
a deep desire to race motorcycles and au-
tomobiles, convinced my grandfather that
his newly acquired son in-law had a secret,
subconscious desire to commit suicide. I
just always believed he was nuts and let it
go at that.

This guy always seemed to find humor
in the most unlikely places. He also seemed
to have a talent for convincing me to par-
ticipate in some questionable and hair-
brained projects he'd concocted. Like the
day he asked me to steer an old 1959
Studabaker Hawk automobile that he'd
traded for.

The car had no engine or transmission
and had to be towed by another vehicle.

MOOREHEAD TAX
SERVICE

& BOOKKEEPING

The Moorehead family has owned &
operated Income tax preparation and book-
keeping services in this location since 1962.

Call for an appointment to have your 2007
Income taxes prepared. Bring this ad in when
you have your taxes prepared and receive a
$10.00 discount.

Come in and talk with us about monthly
accounts, weekly payrolls, and quarterly
reporting. We can assist you with all your
business needs.

Unfortunately, the means by which he chose
to accomplish this task was a 20-foot log
chain and a 1956 Chevy pickup truck that

3912 Bob Wallace SW
Huntsville, Alabama 35805

256-536-4515

had been modified with a 400 hp engine.
To say that this was overkill is an under-

new 7 IZABELLA: GIFTS & HOME DECOR

APTY POLISH POTTERY
HAND PAINTED CANVAS RUGS
ORGANIC AND NATURAL PRODUCTS
FOR YOU AND YOUR HOME

(256) 880-0877
4800 Whitesburg Drive, Suite 38

LOCATED WITH THE CHILDREN’S BOUTIQUE

Mention this advertisement and receive 10% off.




intersection of Charity Lane and
Highway 231 that modified
pickup with that 4(X) hp engine
(as well as a lack of good com-
mon sense) took over. It wasn't
long before we were clipping
along at a good 80 miles per
hour. I was yelling, stepping on
the brake, and wanting to cry
but was either too proud or too
stupid to do so. When my uncle
would come upon a slower au-
tomobile and necessitated a lane
change he would simply hang his
arm out the window and point
left. If we needed to cross back
into the right lane he would hold
up his arm and point over the
cab of the truck, gesturing for
me to follow him back over.
For some unkmown reason
as we were easily moving from
80 mph to 95 mph, I couldn't
help but remember a story that
I had heard years earlier. It was
the story of a kid on a bicycle
who had wandered far from
home and realized he was too
tired to pedal the return trip.
Wandlering what to do, he finally
had a brilliant idea. He walked
over to a parked car and asked
a man if he wouldn't mind if he
tied his bicycle to the back
bumper of the Cadillac with a
rope. The man thought for a
moment and finally agreed, but
gave him one warning. "If I get
too fast, just blow the horn lo-
cated on your handlebars and
I'll slow down." Off they went
with things going as planned. It
wasn't long before the man in
the car got into a race with an-
other vehicle and completely
forgot about the kid on the bi-
cycle that was tied to his rear
bumper. Soon they passed a

road sign with a policeman hid-
den behind it with a radar gun.
The policeman was so shocked
by what he saw that he got on
his police radio and said,
"Sarge, you're not going to be-
lieve this, but there's two cars
racing and headed your way." The
police sergeant responded,
"What's so unusual about that?"
The policemen responded, "Be-
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cause if you think they're going
fast, wait until you see that kid
on the bicycle behind them blow-
ing his horn, wanting to pass!"

There are worse things
than getting a call for a
wrong number at 4 am.
It could be the right
number.

Therapeutic Health
Massage

Jessica Chew, LMT #1722

7910 S. Memorial Parkway - Suite G (256) 489-5118

vww [tenzpeuticHealthMassage.com

Gift Certificates 15% Offf through Jan. 2008

County

VOTE
Glenn Watsen

District 2
“When lamn elected, roads and schools
will be two affiny main prioritises. With your help
we can make a difference.”

P3W for by friendi of Glenn Watson



http://www.TherapeuticHealthMassage.com
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News
from 1901

- Deputy Collector Root
made a raid near Arab in
Cullman county and captured a
sixty gallon copper still, 1,000
gallons of beer and four or five
gallons of whiskey. Harry Hill
was arrested while at work in
the establishment and was
taken to Gadsden where he was
tried before Commissioner
Pickard and placed in jail in
default of $500 bond.

- Farmers from Bell Factory
district report a very heavy hail
and rain storm day before yes-
terday. Hail fell in small chunks
and cut the corn and other veg-
etation badly.

Crops in some sections were
badly washed out of the ground.
For several moments it looked
like a cyclone, with the people
being badly frightened and a few
injuries resulting,

- An excursion train of six
coaches filled with negroes and
two of white people came up from
Memphis yesterday afternoon
and will return this evening at 6
o'clock. Alarge number of Hunts-
ville people who are now living in
Memphis came up to visit friends.

At a very late hour last night
crowds of the 500 negro excur-
sionists were still walking the
streets, weary and foot sore and
unable to find a place to sleep

the night.

- The Delp property at the
corner of Washington and
Clinton Streets, one of the most
valuable building sites in the
city, has been purchased from
Delp-Ware heirs by the Struve
Brothers and will be improved
at once.

The frame buildings standing

on the lot will be sold and taken
away and the brick store will be
torn away.

The deal that has just been
closed has been under negotia-
tions for several years and it
has finally been carried through
successfully and one of the
handsomest business blocks in
town will be erected there.

Repairs
Pavers
Curbs
Walk ways
Blocks
Stone
Stucco

Licensed - Insured - References

M S Masonry

“No Job Too Small”

Michael Sylvester
256-694-2469

“Senior Homecare by Angels”
837-1137

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES!

Part-time with flexible hours for those who
enjoy helping seniors

Personal Hygiene,
Homemaking,
Respite,

Meal Prep,
Errands and More
Up to 24 hours
7 days a week
wwuw.visitingangels.com

BPR

BILL POOLE REALTY REALTOR®
Commercial “Broker

mer ¥ Bill Poole
100 Church Street, Suite 525 Office  256-533-0990
Big Spring Summit Cell 256-651-1340
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 Fax 256-534-1234

EMAIL bill@bilipoolerealty.com

Madison Square 12
DTS AND DOLBY
5905 University Drive

EGAL

CINE MAS@

Hollywood 18
DTS AND DOLBY
3312 S. Mem. Parkwy

256-883-1101 J

256-830-6831
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Supporting “Reading is Fundamental” GOLDEN K

Post Oos Box 4848  +  Huntgvile, Alabarms 35815

Celebrating 22 years
of helping children
in Huntsville

The 50 cents you pay for a copy of
“Old Huntsville” has helped us change many
children’s lives forever.

Thank you.

For information on joining the Golden K Kiwanis call Andy Karabinos,
Membership Chairman, at 881-4064, or contact any member listed below for
further information. :

Our Motto - Young Children, Priority One - Our Goal - Helping Kids

Clyde Barclay - Donald Bishop - Bill Brown - Chuck Bobo - Martin Burke
Winston DeShields - Gordon Dison - Kinley Eittreim - Ernest Francis - Neil Cocker - Vic Grimes
Jack Grosser - Bill Grunwald - Ed Hardin - Jesse Hopkins - Bill lvy

Andy Karabinos - Rand Lehman - Hartwell Lutz - John Martin - Hank Mattern
Hank Miller - Archie Murchie - Robert Overall - Chuck Owens - Wilbur Patterson - Pasqual Rico

Roscoe Roberts - Donald Royston - Bill Russell - Reggie Skinner - Joe Sloan

Bob Smith - Walt Terry - John Vaughn - Jim Webb - Ray Weinberg - Jim White

Jim Yeager - Sam Zeman

e ————




The Madison County courthouse was a scene of great excitement in 1910 when Osecar
Greene attempted to file suit against his wife for not living up to the marriage contract; hamely
not cooking. Not everyone was amused and authorities declined to hear the case. That same
year Miss Grace Walker convinced the city fathers to change the name of the Huntsville spring
to Big Spring. Our fair city had grown to the almost unbelievable population of 7,611.

Those days are long gone, but the folks at Propst Drug store still
believe in offering the same dedicated, personal service that makes

our city a special place to live.
“, < 717 Pratt Ave. NE
Old Tyme Friendly Service Open & AM - 10PM - 7 daye & wesk
— (256) 539-7443

* One Hour Photo *

US Gov't. Post Offlce
UPS Shipping




