
History. And Stories of the Tennessee Valley

The Story of 
Orby Hethcoat

Every day was spent waiting - 
waiting for visitors, waiting for mail, 
but mostly just waiting to die.

A guard described it aptly when 
he said, "A person on death row 
doesn't have any friends. If he ever 
did, they forget about him when he 
walks through those gates. People 
just don't want that burden."

Despite Orby's pleadings, the 
family refused to give up. There was 
still hope for an appeal but justice was 
not cheap. Every mail delivery 
brought bills from lawyers for more 
money. The family, never well off, 
tried to meet every request hoping 
against hope that it might save their 
kin.

Also in this issue: Remembering Joe Bradley School
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Lewter's Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather, 
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington 
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with 
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.
While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more 

employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers 
insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the 
same location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St 539-5777
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The Story of 
Orby Hethcoat

Many older people say the 
spring of 1937 was the most 
beautiful they could remember. 
The mild temperatures, the crys­
tal blue skies and the vivid hues 
of the early flowers all seemed 
to be harbingers of good fortune 
for the citizens of Huntsville. 
Even the dark storm clouds that 
formed daily over the Tennes­
see River, before moving north 
toward the city limits, appeared 
to disintegrate before reaching 
populated areas.

For James Hethcoat it was 
an especially good time. The 
Depression, which he had 
struggled against for years, was 
finally starting to recede and 
business in his photography 
shop on 9th Avenue was flour­
ishing. His wife and five chil­
dren were all in good health, his 
grandchildren visited him al­
most daily and Orby, his eldest 
son, had finally returned home.

Hethcoat smiled as he 
thought about his son. Orby 
was a free spirit who never 
seemed able to settle down and 
stay in one place. The family 
always teased him, saying he 
never saw a road without want­
ing to follow it. "But," Hethcoat 
thought to himself, "the boy al­

REMK—
2420 L & N Drive
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
Office: (256) 551-0557 Fax:(256) 512-9757
Direct: (256) 656-2939 racheallamb@comcast.net 
www.racheallamb.com
Each office ridependertly owed and operated. Racheal Lamb

CRB. CRS. GRI

Selling Real Estate 
in the Huntsville area 

for over 35 years!

ways comes home and that is the 
most Important thing."

His thoughts were interrupted 
when Sheriff Frank Hereford en­
tered the shop. Hethcoat and 
Hereford had been friends for 
years and his first thought was 
maybe the Sheriff had some pho­
tography work for him. He had 
done occasional work for the 
Sheriff photographing crime 
scenes and evidence.

The look on the Sheriffs 
face, however, showed the visit 
was much more serious.

“James," the sheriff said, "I'm 
sorry, but I have to pick up your 
son Orby."

Hethcoat looked at the sher­
iff for a long moment before re­
plying. He knew his son and was 
sure it was nothing serious. 
Whatever it was, they would take 
care of it.

"What did he do?"
"James, I have a warrant for 

Orby for first degree murder. 
They say he killed a woman up 
in New Jersey."

Orby Hethcoat grew up in 
West Huntsville, the oldest son 
of a deeply religious family 
whose values were centered 
around church and family. 
While still in his mid-teens he 
quit school and went to work at 
Merrimac Mills. At about the 
same time someone gave him an 
old beat-up guitar which soon be­
came his prized possession.

Old Huntsville
Old Huntsville, Inc.

716 East Clinton Ave. 
Huntsville, Ala. 35801 

(256) 534-0502

EMail - oldhuntsville@knology.net 
Internet Home Page 
www.oldhuntsville.com

Advertising- 534-0502

Sales & Mrktg. - Cathey Carney

Gen. Manager - Ron Eyestone
Copy Boy - Tom Carney

Features - Stefanie Troup

All material contained within is © 2008 
and may not be reproduced or copied in 
any form without written permission of 
the publisher. Old Huntsville, Inc. 
assumes no responsibility for unsolicited 
manuscripts.

Subscribe to
Sfrunt?ville

Only $20.00for one year
Old Huntsville

716 East Clinton Ave. 
Huntsville, Al. 35801

mailto:racheallamb@comcast.net
http://www.racheallamb.com
mailto:oldhuntsville@knology.net
http://www.oldhuntsville.com


Old Huntsville Page 4
Orby was a natural musician 

and although he couldn't read 
music, he could play almost 
anything after hearing it for the 
first time. Within a few years 
he left the mill behind and 
started playing in local honky- 
tonks. With his easygoing man­
ner and wavy black hair he be­
came a popular feature in the 
clubs around town.

Almost everyone who knew 
Orby Hethcoat liked him. One 
person later described him as an 
"independent soul.” “You couldn’t 
help but like the boy. He was al­
ways laughing and cutting up. 
Just don't wait supper on him - 
he might show up and he might 
not."

Orby's biggest weakness, 
however, revolved around the 
ladies. While still a teenager he 
married a woman several years 
older than him. When that didn't 
work out, he soon met and mar­
ried Pearl Lochart, who was also 
older than him. This marriage 
too was doomed to failure. Pearl 
wanted her new husband to settle 
down and provide a home, 
something that Orby, still a 
youth, was unable to do.

With two failed marriages 
behind him, Orby was heartbro­
ken. There was nothing left in 
Huntsville for him and like thou­
sands of other young men with 
broken hearts, he decided to fol­
low the open roads to see where 
they would lead.

Owner / Manager
Dehaan Gates

In 1939 Huntsville was recov­
ering from the Great Depression. 
Money was hard to come by and 
people depended on Gates Auto Repair for honest and dependable
service. Over a half century later - they still do.

R® 68 Years At Same Location!
MKMBF.it .......”

Nwrth Al.ka. ______________________

------------  534-1221 615 Minor Str., N.E. -- -------------

Orby spent the next few years 
wandering from town to 

town picking up odd jobs and 
living from day to day. He played 
in bars in Texas and Louisiana, 
washed dishes in Arkansas and 
likely followed the harvests in 
the midwest.

Occasionally, without any 
notice, Orby would return home 
for a few days where he would 
regale the family with tales of 
his travels. His nieces and neph­
ews would gather around him, 
enthralled, as he told of visit­
ing strange places and meeting 
famous people. Just as their 
attention would begin to lag, he 
would reach into his bag and 
pull out another exotic souve­
nir which would lead to another 
equally entertaining story. His 
visits never lasted long: almost 
as suddenly as he appeared, he 
would be gone in search of an­
other dream in yet another far 
away town.

In 1936 his travels carried 
him to Trenton, New Jersey 
where he played with the Tommy 
Dorsey Band for a short while. 
When that job ended, he got a job 
as a musician in another club in 
Trenton. It was there that he met

“The man with the best job in the 
country is the Vice President.

All he has to do is get up 
every morning and say, 
“How’s the President?’”

Will Rogers

WELCOME TO AUTHENTIC THAI CUI&INE AT c® THAI GARDEN G®

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT
All Fresh Meats 6 Vegetables

No MSG - No Preservatives Used

Mon - Fri - Lunch 11 am - 2 pm
Dinner 4:30 pm - 9:00 pm

Sat - Dinner only 4:30 pm - 9:00 pm 
Closed Sundays

800 Wellman Avenue
(In Historic Five Points)

(256) 534-0122H.C. BLAKE INC.
Plumbing, Electrical 

Heating, 
Air Conditioning

534-0781

MKMBF.it
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Kids in north Alabama now have access right here in Huntsville to the resources of St. Jude Children's Research Hospital. 
Certain cancers and blood disorders are being treated at the new St. Jude Clinic at Huntsville Hospital for Women & 
Children. The outpatient clinic is led by Huntsville Hospital pediatric hematologist/oncologist Dr. Lucille Ferrante.

If you would like more information call us, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday at (256) 265-JUDE or visit our website.

St. Jude Children's 
Research Hospital

ALSAC • Denny Thomei, Founder 
Finding cures. Saving children.

Women ¥ Children

ZZZ7 HUNTSVILLE
HOSPITAL

www.huntsvillehospital.org/stjude

http://www.huntsvillehospital.org/stjude
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Emily Coats, the only daughter of 
the wealthy and influential Coats 
family who had made fortunes in 
the textile business.

Emily was strikingly beautiful, 
with a slender figure and long 
blonde hair and like so many 
other wealthy debutantes, she 
was tempted by the wild and of­
ten promiscuous atmosphere of 
nightclubs.

Within weeks of meeting, the 
couple began living together in 
a small upstairs apartment over 
a watch shop. For Orby, the re­
lationship seemed to be every­
thing he had been searching for. 
Unfortunately, Emily seemed 
more into good times than last­
ing romance, especially when 
Orby had to work until the early 
hours of the morning, leaving 
her at home alone.

One night, several months 
after they had moved in together, 
Orby took off early from work. 
When he arrived home, Emily 
was gone. Just as he started to 
look for a note, he heard laugh­
ter coming from the stairwell 
leading to the apartment. Curi­
ous, he went to see where it was 
coming from. Emily and a man, 
both obviously intoxicated, were 
wrapped in an embrace and 
showering kisses on each other.

Harsh words were ex­
changed. The stranger lost his 
footing and fell backwards onto 
Emily who stumbled and fell 
down the stairs. One look at her 
crumpled body was enough to 
confirm that she was dead from 
a broken neck. The stranger dis­

L. Thomas Ryan, Jr.
Attorney At Law
2319 Market Place, Suite B
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 

Telephone Fax
(256) 533-1103 (256) 533-9711

ESTATE PLANNING, LIVING TRUSTS,
WILLS, PROBATE

"No Representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the
quality of legal services performed by other lawyers."

appeared, leaving Orby alone 
with Emily's lifeless body.

In retrospect it is easy to say 
or imagine what Orby should 
have done next. Call for help, 
call the police or call an ambu­
lance. In reality he did none of 
these. Instead, after hastily gath­
ering his few belongings, Orby 
fled the scene, not stopping until 
he was back in Huntsville sur­
rounded by the protective shield 
of his family.

Three weeks later the E B. I. 
issued a warrant for his arrest 
and he was picked up.

That afternoon, Mr. Hethcoat 
visited his son in the Huntsville 
jail where Orby told of the cir­
cumstances leading to Emily's 
death. "It was an accident," he 
pled. "I never tried to hurt any­
one."

When visiting hours were 
over Mr. Hethcoat started to 
leave. Sheriff Hereford stopped 
him in the hallway and led him 
into an office. ‘James, I'm sorry 
about this. Is there anything I 
can do for you or the family?"

"Sheriff, it was an accident. I 
don't see how they can do this to 
him for something that was just 
an accident."

“I do housework in my 
lingerie. It gives me an 
incentive to clean my 
mirrors as quickly as 

possible!”

Maxine

CLOUD NINE
AMTA In-House Massages

Terese Stevens, LMT
Alabama License #992

Swedish
Neuromuscular
Deep Tissue
Phone:256/337-6989

Gift Certificates for All Occasions

Experience the TEAM 
advantage!___  

bllward 
</REAL ESTATE TEAM

Bill Ward Real Estate Team

OFFICE: {256)534-1886

TOLL FREE:
(800)675-6580

Hwy. 72 West Suite E 
Madison, Al 35758

OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT: 
httpg/www.BillWardTeam.com 

Serving Huntsville, Madison, 
all of Madison County, East 
Limestone Cty. and Decatur

Xincoln
Center Antiques

1214 Meridian Street NE
Mon - Sat 10 - 5, Sun 1- 5

Booths now Available - call for details

536-3117 Antiques, Fine 
Furniture, 

Books, Artwork 
and a large 
selection of 
Collectibles. 
9000 sq. ft.

Visit www.RenaissanceTheatre.net

httpg/www.BillWardTeam.com
http://www.RenaissanceTheatre.net
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Sheriff Hereford looked 

pained. ‘James, there's more to 
it than that. They found her body 
buried in the basement. That 
wasn't an accident."

That evening all the Hethcoat 
sisters, brothers, nieces and 
nephews gathered together hop­
ing somehow to make sense of 
the terrible tragedy that had be­
fallen one of their own. The 
whole range of emotions filled 
the small room with everyone 
handling their grief in their own 
way.

Some wanted to know why 
or how, others were worried 
about what neighbors and 
friends would think. A nephew 
asked what they were supposed 
to say when people said their 
Uncle was a murderer.

Mrs. Hethcoat, who had re­
mained silent until this point, 
spoke up sharply. "You will tell 
people that he is your Uncle and 
that you love him. And that, but 
for the grace of God, it could 
happen to anyone."

Orby was returned to Tren­
ton, New Jersey to await trial. The 
family had tried to hire an attor­
ney in Huntsville to represent him 
but he had refused, saying that 

when all the facts were investi­
gated, he would be found inno­
cent. He also knew what an at­
torney would cost and knew his 
family didn't have the money. Un­
known to Orby, the family hired 
James Boscarell, a well know at­
torney in Trenton to represent 
him.

Orby later wrote "... 1 turned 
my attention to Boscarell. He 
was not appointed by the court 
and I did not send for him. The 
first thing I knew, he just walked 
in and grabbed the case..."

The trial was almost a fore­
gone conclusion. While most 
people understood how an ac­
cident could happen, there was 
no explanation for Emily's body 
being buried in the basement. 
Orby, despite his attorneys ad­
vice, simply refused to talk 
about it, or explain it.

After a short trial Orby was 
sentenced to be put to death at the

“It’s never too late to have 
a happy childhood.”

C. B. (Bill) Miller

New Jersey State Prison.
"...I worked every trick I 

could to get a life sentence, but 
I didn't have a chance. The fact 
that a man makes a mistake is 
no reason to burn him.”

Orby's new home was cell 12

GAS LOG SALE!

Wide selection of
Vented or Vent-Free

Gas Logs

HOME & HEARTH, INC.
Since 1981

Firesets, Screens,
Grates & Fireplace 

Accessories
2811 University Drive 
Huntsville Al. 35816 
534-1715 - 534-81B9

HALL BROTHERS MOVING
Huntsville’s Choice for Local & Long Distance Moving

Experience - Efficiency - Integrity
* Office Relocation
* Records Storage
* Guaranteed Pick-up &

Delivery Dates
* Owner on Every Job
* Commercial & Residential
* Licensed, Bonded & Insured
* All Types
* Free Estimates

* Packaging & Crating
* Antiques & Pianos
* Load & Unload

V/SA

MEMBEK 
NnrlJi Alabama

539-5322
We Still Believe In Customer Service!
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on Death Row, a seven by eight 
foot cell that predated the Civil 
War. A guard's desk sat directly 
in front of the cell allowing a 
guard to watch him 24 hours a 
day. Breakfast, mostly oatmeal, 
was at 6:30, a sandwich for 
lunch at 11:30 and supper at 
5:00. The rest of the day was 
spent waiting - waiting for visi­
tors, waiting for mail, but 
mostly just waiting to die.

A guard described it aptly 
when he said, "A person on 
death row doesn't have any 
friends. If he ever did, they for­
get about him when he walks 
through those gates. People just 
don't want that burden."

Orby's mother and father 
wrote constantly, beseeching 
him to let them visit but he al­
ways refused. He begged them 
to forget about him, saying it 
would be easier for all of them.

Despite Orby's pleadings, the 
family refused to give up. There 
was still hope for an appeal but 
justice was not cheap. Every mail 
delivery brought bills from law­
yers for more money. The fam­
ily, never well off, tried to meet 
every request hoping against 
hope that it might save their kin.

First to go was the family's 
life savings, then a small farm 
near Hazel Green, then a vacant 
lot in West Huntsville. Money 
was borrowed from banks, then 
friends, but it was never enough. 
There was always another brief 
to be filed or someone else to 
be hired.

By January 1938 all appeals 
were exhausted and a date was 

ISf

I

InterSouth 
properties

Leasing and Managing Huntsville’s Premier Office Buildings”

* Park West Center
* University Square Business Center 
*8215 Madison Blvd.
* Highland Office Park

Visit us at www.intersouth-properties.com

Phone (256) 830-9160
Fax (256) 430-0881
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set. The night before the execu­
tion the warden visited Orby to 
explain the procedure that 
would be followed and to see if 
there were any last requests.

Orby seemed calm about his 
fate. He ordered a bowl of tur­
nip greens and corn bread for 
his last meal.

Just as the warden turned to 
leave, Orby asked if he could have 
a guitar. The warden started to 
protest, but seeing the look of on 
Orby's face, nodded to the guard 
that it would be all right.

Prison is a noisy place. That's 
the first thing people notice when 
they visit. Doors slamming, men 
cursing, the sound of men being 
marched to and fro. The noise is 
constant and insidious, 24 hours

SPRY FUNERAL 
AND CREMATORY 

HOMES INC.
Family owned and operated 

since 1919 

(256) 536-6654
We now have the first phase of 

Valley View Cemetery 
open with 100 acres reserved for 

future development.

(256) 534-8361

Shaver’s
Top 10 Books 

of Local & 
Regional Interest

1. Red Helmet - A West Vir­
ginia Coal Mining Romance by 
Homer Hickam $24.99 
Signed Copies Available

2. Historic Photos of 
Huntsville by Jacque Gray Reeves 
$39.95

3. Life Along a Dirt Road: 
Memories, stories & lessons 
learned in the rural South by 
Pastor Harold Fanning $12.99

4. The Civil War Journal of 
Mary Jane Chadick; Huntsville 
during the Civil War, by Nancy Rohr 
$16.95

5. When Spirits Walk: Ghosts 
of Hazel Green, Dallas Mill & more 
by Jacque Gray $15.95

6. Why is it Named That? 250 
Place Names in Huntsville/Madison 
County (new edition with a 
few corrections) by Dex Nilsson 
$13.95

7. 52 Weekends in the Ten­
nessee Valley by Charles & Daniel 
Frew 24.95

8. Killingsworth Cove on 
Hurricane Creek by Joe Floyd 
Broyles $12.95

9. True Tales of Old Madison 
County by Virgil (Pat) Jones $7.95

10. Lily Flagg: Huntsville’s 
Famous Cow by Doris Gilbreath 
$13.95

Shaver's Books
Now located in Railroad 

Station Antiques
315 Jefferson St. 

(Across from Railroad Station 
Roundhouse)

(256) 503-6808 (Cell)
shavers @ mindspring.com 
Mail orders add $2.50 per/book 
Alabama residents add 8% tax 

http://www.intersouth-properties.com
mindspring.com
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a day. Guards remembered the 
night before the scheduled execu­
tion as being strangely different.

As Orby began playing the 
guitar and singing the songs he 
had grown up with, the prison 
grew still as guards and pris­
oners alike strained to hear the 
rich baritone voice coming from 
the cell on death row. At first 
he did the songs he had played 
in bars and honkytonks and the 
old fashioned blues he remem­
bered from working as a laborer 
in the fields. As the night crept 
on into the early hours of the 
morning his music took a dif­
ferent flavor as he began recall­
ing the religious songs he had 
sung so many times in church 
with his family. Prisoners and 
guards alike listened to “The 
Old Rugged Cross” and cried 
when he sang “Amazing Grace.”

Sometime during the night he 
asked for a pencil and paper.

"Dear parents .... There is 
aboutfourteen hours leftfor me. 
I have given up all hope that 
anything can be done for me 
in relation to my 
case....Reverend Paxton will 
give you a last message from 
me.”

In Huntsville. Orby's family 
had given up hope. There were 
no more letters to write and no 
more phone calls to make. The 
only thing left was the waiting.

The case had been well pub­
licized here and as the final day 
grew to a close, curious thrill seek­
ers began driving by the parent's 
house hoping to catch a glimpse 
of the murderer's family.

Other people gathered across 
the street. Well-intended neigh­
bors and friends stopped by with 
food and offered their sympathy. 
The preacher called to offer his 
prayers and support.

In Trenton, a prison barber 
shaved the top of Orby's head. The 
warden stopped by to tell him the 
Governor had refused to sign a 
last minute reprieve.

“Dear Mother and Dad ... I 
have just five hours left now, but 
don't think of how I am going. I 
am not afraid of that. I want you 
to forgive me for breaking your 
hearts ... we will meet in another 
world at some future time ... 
There is not much for me to tell 
you right now ... Give my love to 
everyone and say that I went out 
like a man, unafraid. And now, 
this is the last letter. I love you 
more than I have ever known. 
Orby.”

As the final hours crept by 
Orby's brothers, sisters, nieces 
and nephews gathered at his 
parent's house. A soft, chilling, 
rain had driven the thrill seek­
ers away but it also added to 
the gloom of the evening. Feeble 
attempts at conversation drifted 
off into silence. The only sound 
was the Lord's Prayer which Mrs. 
Hethcoat kept repeating over

Lawren’s
809 MADISON STREET 

HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

BRIDAL REGISTRY
China, Crystal, Silver, Pewter, Table 

Linen, Cookware.
Decorative Accessories, Invitations and 

Announcements, Lenox China & Crystal, 
Fine Linens & Cottons For Bed & Bath.

Furniture
Factory
Bar & Grill

Open at 
11:00 a.m. 
for Lunch!

Happy Hour Drink Specials!
Visit our Patio - one of the 
most popular places in town!

Live Entertainment
Wed., Fri. & Saturday

Open Tues. - Sat. for fine dining 
and your enjoyment.
(256) 539-8001
619 Meridian Street
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and over.

Mr. Hethcoat sat in a chair, 
away in a corner by himself, not 
saying a word but with silent 
tears running down his face.

Everyone kept looking at a 
large wall clock as it slowly 
ticked off the minutes and sec­
onds. Finally the hands reached 
8 o'clock and began chiming the 
hours.

As the realization of what was 
happening hundreds of miles 
away began to seep in, they looked 
at one another trying to under­
stand how and why. But there 
were no answers.

Mr. Hethcoat rose from his 
chair and turned off the over­
head light, leaving only a small 
lamp to illuminate the sorrow. 
"It's over," he said, tears flow­
ing down his cheeks. "May God 
rest his soul."

As he left the room Mrs. 
Hethcoat gathered her remaining 
children together and led them in 
a final prayer for her first born.

Three days later the family 
received a final note from Rever­
end Paxton.

dalon ^ella.
Audra Wilson 

Melissa Steelman 
Sue Kircher

Expert Hair Care

1701 University Dr.
(corner Church and Pratt)

(256)534-5002

"My dear brother and sister, 
I stayed with him until the 

end... He did all he could to make 
peace with God, he repented of 
his sins, confessed all, and 
went bravely to meet death ... 
The warden said he would hold 
the remains until Tuesday... 
Yours in God, W. J. Paxton."

It is not known if Orby
I----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Since 1969)

Kg Guns &
Tackle Shop, Inc

1112 6th Avenue, SE 
Decatur, Al 35601 
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Professional 

Dry Cleaning & 
Laundry 
Service

SANDERS
1215 Jordan Lane 837-6072

Hethcoat ever explained why 
Emily's body was buried in the 
basement.

One perk of being over 50, is 
you can sing along with 

elevator music.”

Ray Weinberg, over 50

J.C. Vaughn
President

1650 Jordan Lane 
Huntsville, Al 35816 

(256) 830-0761

One of Huntsville’s 
Oldest 

Businesses!
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News from 
the Year 
1911

- Walker & Sitz, Washington 
Street For soft drinks and 
lunches; also the place "across 
the corner." Both for Gentlemen 
only.

- Found - Buggy lap robe on 
Franklin street. Owner return to 
this office and recover by de­
scribing and paying for this ad­
vertisement.

- New four-room Cottage 
corner 6th street and Pratt av­
enue for rent cheap. Apply to J. 
E. Pierce

- Take your clothes to the 
Electric Pressing Parlor - old 
ones made good as new. 
Jefferson street - telephone 66.

- "The Merry Widow" the mu­
sical sensation of all nations - 
Mr. Henry W. Savage's splendid 
production with music by Frank 
Lehr. Prices $.50, $.75, $1.00, 
$ 1.50 and $2.00. Seat sale opens 
Monday Jan. 23, at Humphrey's 
Drugstore.

- Maymie Lee Nunnally, aged 
30 months, died last night at 
the home of her parents in Dal­
las Village. Funeral tomorrow 
morning by Rev. Martin and in­
ternment in Maple Hill Cemetery.

- Mr. And Mrs. W. W. Newman 
left yesterday on a business and 
pleasure trip to their silver mines 

in Canada.
- Miss Willie Harris is 

reported to be quite ill at her home 
on Adams Avenue.

- E. R. B. Martin and J. K. 
Mahan, millionaire natural oil 
operators of Pittsburg, PA and 
who have options on more than 
20,000 acres of oil lands in 
Madison County, left this 
afternoon for their home after 
spending a few days here in the 
interest of their probable local 
operations. Within a very short 
time they expect to simulta­
neously start the drilling of 5 
to 10 wells near Huntsville.

- Yesterday Luther Chambers 
was fined $25 for beating his 
wife. Chambers said he could 
prove by his wife that it was his 
first offense. A sweet-faced little 
woman walked out of the crowd 
to take the witness stand. "Is that 
little woman your wife?" When 
Chambers responded that in­
deed she was, the Judge imme­
diately raised the fine to $500. 
Chambers is still in jail.

Free Attorney Consultation for Bankruptcy
The Law Firm of

MITCHELL HOWIE
Legal Services - Probate - Estate Planning - Wills 
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Allied
Photocopy

Quality Reproductions 
Black & White & Color

1821 University Drive

539-2973



Old Huntsville Page 12

Aged Groom Finds 
Young Love

from 1891 newspaper

The marriage of John Ring, aged 70, of Jackson 
County and Miss Mary Donnan, aged 20, of Decatur, 
is somewhat romantic. An old friend of the aged 
groom says that Ring was at one time in love with 
Miss Donnan’s mother, but on account of his then 
comparative poverty was forced to see her wooed and 
won by her present husband.

He remained true in his feeling, however, and when 
his present bride was a little girl became much at­
tached to her. In appearance so much like her mother, 
the old gentleman found in her childish affection a 
solace for the loss of her mother's love. As the girl 
grew to womanhood the old gentleman became a 
wealthy man, and when he sought the hand of Miss 
Donnan a short time ago found the mother a ready 
helper in the match.

The groom has just purchased a fine farm near 
Birmingham and will enjoy his last days in the sunlight 
of the smiles of his young bride.

This is the first marriage for both Mr. Ring and his 
bride and they are reported to be looking forward to 
settling down and having children.
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Cotton Picking 
Time

by Austin Miller

Until the early sixties, dur­
ing September and October, it 
was a common sight in rural 
Madison County to see men, 
women and children of all ages 
picking cotton. Picking cotton by 
hand may not be the worst job 
there is but it ranks high on the 
list.

The hours were from day­
light until dark with only one 
short break for lunch, some­
times bologna and crackers un­
der a cotton wagon. There were 
two forms of posture required. 
To reach the bolls that grew on 
stalks about waist high, you had 
to stand bent forward or crawl 
on your knees. Stooping and 
pulling a heavy sack all day put 
a tremendous strain on your 
back. Crawling was much easier 
on the back but, even with 
kneepads, your knees quickly 
became sore and bruised. The 
bolls (a little smaller than an 
egg when they are green) open 
in four, sometimes five sections. 
The cotton in each section of the 
boll is called a lock. Picking re­
quired pulling the locks out of 
the sections that come to a 
sharp point at the end of the 
boll.

The hulls scratched your 
hands and stuck your fingers 
sometimes under the finger­
nails. Poison from the early 

C.T. Garvin Feed & Seed
Lawn & Garden Supplies

morning dew inflamed the nicks 
and scratches and made sore 
places. It was impossible to 
avoid occasionally sticking one 
of the sharp points of a boll into 
an already raw spot. Pickers 
soon learned the hard way to 
watch out for stinging worms. 
These were fuzzy little worms 
that blended in with the cotton 
leaves. They were about an inch 
long and contact with the skin 
made a painful welt.

We usually started picking in 
late August during the hottest 
part of the year. This was the 
worst time, the leaves were usu­
ally still green and a lot of the 
cotton was not open, which 
meant it had to be picked again 
later. The hot sun bearing down 
on your back and the high hu­
midity of late summer was a 
perfect recipe for misery.

When the sack got full, you 
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Alabama
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Some of the best tastin’ chicken anywhere!

had to take it to the wagon to get 
it weighed and emptied. This re­
quired carrying a cumbersome 
nine-foot, 50 or 60 pound sack of 
cotton for up to a quarter of a mile 
on your shoulder. Then it had to 
be weighed and emptied. I often 
had the responsibility of empty­
ing all the sacks.

It was hard work and not a 
welcome diversion from the rou­
tine of picking. Some would 
pack cotton in the sacks so 
tightly that it took a very vigor­
ous effort to shake it loose. But 
the worst thing to me was the 
boredom of doing the same rou­
tine thing without diversion all fall, 
six days a week from day light un­
til dark.

As the fall wore on you got 
better conditioned to the heat, 
the long hours and the work. 
Also, the temperature usually 
cooled by October, the days got 
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shorter and the humidity 
dropped. This made it all much 
more bearable. The best part of 
the day was about dark when 
the air got heavier and the smell 
of the cotton permeated the 
fields. Sound seemed to carry 
and you could sometimes hear 
hunters firing shotguns in the 
distance as well as tractors going 
to the Ryland gin.

One of our fields was about 
a quarter of a mile from Flint 
River and on clear days when 
the temperature dropped as the 
sun went down, a hazy bluish 
mist seemed to hang above the 
river bottom. When the sun fi­
nally set, Daddy took the cot­
ton to the gin, put it in a line 
behind dozens of bales to be 
ginned and came back home for 
supper. While he did this Mama 
milked the cow and put the meal 
on the table. After eating, he and 
I would go back to the gin to 
make sure we didn't lose our 
place in line.

Despite working since 
sunup, I had plenty of energy to 

play tag with other boys on the 
ginned bales. To play, you had 
to be sure-footed. A fall or mis­
calculation of distance while run­
ning and jumping from one bale 
to the next in semi-darkness could 
have resulted in serious injury. 
Hundreds of boys did this over the 
years and I never knew of any­
body that got hurt. Cotton farm­
ing was not easy and it kept us 
tough and in excellent physical 
condition.

Picking was not the only 
hard work associated with cot­
ton. It had to be chopped three 
or four times. The first chop­
ping was to thin the stalks with 
a hoe when they were about an 
inch tall. The next chopping was 
to thin again and cut out the 
grass. The other choppings were 
to rid the field of any grass 
missed by plowing, this re­
quired most of the summer.

I can't think of any positive 
aspects of picking cotton but I 
am always interested in the cot­
ton grown on our home place 
at Ryland. Now that I am removed
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from the toils of farming, I can enjoy all the 
seasons of the crop. I love to see the deep 
orange/red color of the land when it is 
freshly turned in the spring.

I particularly like to walk the field late in 
the day during mid summer when the cot­
ton is about a foot high and the leaves have 
folded. The leaves droop just before dark in 
the growing season and give the appearance 
that the plants are asleep. It is also pretty 
when it blooms and you can see the white/ 
pink tints of color scattered across the top 
of the stalks sometimes mixed in with blue 
morning glory blooms.

The prettiest time is in October when 
the fields are white. It is also a bitter sweet 
time; it takes me back to my youth when 
our family worked so hard for so little. I 
enjoy seeing the open cotton bolls, but it 
makes me remember the time long past 
when I along with my father, mother and 
brother had to spend all fall picking cotton.

Serving Fun Food and 
Great Spirits for the Best 

Customers in the World!

Visit our website at: 
www. leeanns. biz

Coca Cola Faces 
Drug Charges

Chattanooga TN. - the hearing of 
testimony for the defense in the 
government case against "twenty barrels 
and forty kegs of Coca-Cola” in which the 
drink is declared to contain Caffeine, a 
dangerous drug, and was made under 
unsanitary conditions in violation of pure 
food laws, began this morning.

Judge John S. Candler, whose law 
firm organized the Coca Cola Co., tes­
tified the drink contained a substance 
known as "merchandise no".

from 1911 newspaper
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A Successful 
Man

A few years after the Civil War, 
Thomas Townsend, by any defi­
nition, was a successful man. He 
owned a palatial home on Adams 
Street, had a large plantation near 
Hazel Green, was a successful at­
torney and had been elected as a 
Huntsville city aiderman.

None of this would have been 
unusual except for the fact that 
Townsend was an ex-slave in an 
era when racism controlled ev­
ery facet of the community’s 
social, business and political life.

And he was also related to 
many of the most prominent 
white families in Huntsville.

Townsend's father, Samuel 
Townsend, was one of the 
wealthiest and largest planters in 
North Alabama. He owned a total 
of eight plantations, seven of 
which were in Madison County 
and the 8th in Jackson County. 
The main plantation where he 
lived consisted of over 1,700 
acres near Hazel Green and was 
worked by hundreds of slaves.

Townsend was a hard, 
shrewd businessman who was 
known to spend hours poring 
over ledgers trying to squeeze an 
extra dollar's profit out of a cot­
ton crop. He reportedly did not 
drink, smoke or indulge in any 
other of the numerous vices com­
mon to the wealthy elite of that era.

The only weakness he had 
was Hannah - a tall, dusty and 
slender slave who worked as his 
housekeeper and shared his bed 
at night.

Hannah was reputed to be 
the daughter of a Huntsville at­
torney whose illicit affair was 
discovered when his wife's serv­
ing girl became pregnant. The 
wife, after questioning the ser­
vant, discovered her husband was 
the father.

Fearing a scandal, the wife or­

dered her husband to send the 
slave to New Orleans to be sold. 
Instead, the attorney sold his 
pregnant mistress to Samuel 
Townsend where he continued 
to visit her.

After Hannah was born she 
lived in the "big house" with her 
mother who became Townsend's 
housekeeper.

Townsend evidently was 
intrigued by the young girl. He 
insured that she was taught 
proper manners, dressed 
properly and was even taught to 
read and write.

At a very young age (some ac­
counts say that she was only 13 
years old) Hannah was taken by 
Townsend as his mistress.

Hannah took a keen interest 
in everything that transpired on 
the plantation. Townsend was of­
ten gone weeks at a time on busi­

Alpha EstateSales&Appraisais
Check our website for information on upcoming auctions.

Downsizing - Moving - Estate Liquidation -We Sell it All!
We sort, price, mark and sell all your items for you. We're there with 

of the sale. Sales include homes, furniture, jewelry

Bob Baker, H.S.C.A.,
Owner
Gary Lee Knight, 
Sales Manager
Visit our website for 

upcoming sales
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1214 Meridian Street (256) 536-3117

Jessica Chew, LMT #1722
7910 S. Memorial Parkway - Suite G (256) 489-5118
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ness and he began delegating 
much of supervision of the plan­
tation to his mistress.

Strangely, given the climate 
of the times, Townsend made no 
particular effort to hide his rela­
tionship. Even when she began to 
bear him children, nine in all, they 
all lived in the 'big house" as a 
"normal" family.

When Thomas, the eldest 
son, was born, Townsend doted 
on him the same way any loving 
father would. Thomas often ac­
companied his father on trips 
into Huntsville where he was 
undoubtedly the subject of much 
speculation and gossip.

Many people were infuriated 
that Townsend had hired a tu­
tor to educate his son. This was 
a violation of Alabama law forbid­
ding slaves from having an edu­
cation.

Experience, Professionalism 
and Excellence to each of our 

customers

http://www.alphaestatesales.corr
http://www.TherapeuticHealthMassage.com
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Huntsville was a small town 
and although almost every one 
realized who Thomas' grandfa­
ther and father were, in the eyes 
of the law he was still a slave.

When Samuel Townsend 
died in 1855, his will stated that 
his entire estate was to be liq­
uidated with the proceeds going 
to his children and mistress. He 
also made provisions for 
Hannah and the children to be 
taken North and freed. Under a 
law passed in 1834, slaves who 
were freed by their master could 
not remain in the state of Ala­
bama.

Thomas and his siblings 
were sent to Wilberforce, Ohio 
where they were enrolled in a 
private boarding school.

The will created a furor in 
Madison County. While most 
people were inclined to look the 
other way at people's private af­
fairs, the idea of leaving an estate 
valued in the hundreds of thou­

sands of dollars to "a negro wench 
and her picaninnies" was appall­
ing to many of Townsend's former 
friends.

Repeated efforts were made 
to have the will declared invalid 
but they all failed. Townsend 
had anticipated the efforts and, 
before his death, had hired some 
of the best attorneys in the state

A
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to draw up an iron-clad will.
Finally, a much simpler 

strategy was created to deprive 
the family of their inheritance.

The administrators of the es­
tate simply took their time in liq­
uidating it. Part of the land was 
sold to friends on credit. Other 
parts were leased, with the rent 
going back to the estate where the
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administrators and attorneys 
lined their pockets.

Between 1855 and 1860 the 
family had received less than 
$7,000 out of an estate that was 
valued at almost $250,000.

Meanwhile, Thomas, the el­
dest son, had completed his 
education in Ohio and was de­
voting almost all of his time 
attempting to claim his inherit­
ance.

The Civil War brought a 
temporary end to the settlement, 
when it was declared illegal to 
transfer money or property to 
anyone at war with the Confed­
eracy.

In 1866 Thomas finally 
gained control of the estate but 
was immediately confronted 
with new problems. Much of the 
property had been sold on credit 
but, in a country ravaged by the 
Civil War, there was little money 
for anyone to pay bills with. 
Thomas decided to return to 
Huntsville to try and put the 
family’s affairs in order.

Although Thomas probably 
thought his visit would be short, 
he almost immediately became 

involved in community affairs. He 
became a teacher for one of the 
first Black schools organized in 
Huntsville and was instrumental 
in starting several programs de­
signed to aid the ex-slaves in their 
new-found freedom.

In 1868 the estate was finally 
settled. Thomas received less 
than $4,000 after the money was 
divided and attorneys fees paid.

Undaunted, Thomas rented 
the Wade plantation, part of the 
original Townsend estate, and 
began farming. Many of the 
Blacks working on the farm were 
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undoubtedly the same people he 
grew up with as slaves.

As the plantation began once 
again to prosper, Thomas be­
came even more active in com­
munity affairs.

Respected by both the black 
and white communities, Tho­
mas Townsend became a bridge 
across the racial barriers. When 
the government began issuing 
pensions for the black soldiers, 
Thomas became a claims attor­
ney and worked with several white 
attorneys, helping to secure 
pensions for many of the black 
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veterans.

In 1880 Thomas Townsend 
was elected as a city aiderman, 
the first black to ever hold the 
position. He carried both the 
black and white sections of 
Huntsville.

As hard as it may be to be­
lieve, he was appointed to a 
committee overseeing the pub­
lic schools even though blacks 
were forbidden to attend. He 
later served on the advisory 
board for the fire department 
and worked as a writer for the 
Huntsville Gazette.

When he died in 1916 he was 
eulogized by all the Huntsville 
newspapers.

As a tribute to a man who 
was born into slavery and be­
came one of Huntsville's most re­
spected citizens, the city voted 
unanimously to name a street 
after him. Townsend Street is 
located between Madison and 
Franklin Streets near Huntsville 
Hospital.
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Heard On 
the Street 

by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to Maria 
Sanderson of Guntersville for the 
first correct guess of last month’s 
Photo of the Month. The beauti­
ful little girl was Barbara 
Chapman, owner of Durham Ad­
vertising. Maria is a homemaker 
and just loves reading history!

Tanya Elder, formerly from 
Birmingham and now working as 
a Family Services lawyer here in 
Huntsville, wants to say a special 
hello to her sweet grandmother 
Velma Stern, who lives in 
Pensacola, Fl.

Happy Birthday to Sam 
Zehman! We’re not saying exactly 
how old Sam will be in February, 
but let’s just say it ends in 0 and 
is between 70 and 90.

Lisa Rossetti of Madison was 
so happy this past Christmas, as 
she was able to spend it with her 
handsome son Josh Rossetti, 
who is in the Navy. It was the first 
time he was able to come home 
for Christmas in 4 years.

Dr. Ralph De Jarnatte, Jr. 
and his wife Lisa told us that their 
daughter Michelle Leigh 
De Jarnatte will be getting mar­
ried in March. The lucky groom- 
to-be is Timothy Harris. 
Congratulations to the family!

Sandra Steele 
President
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We spoke with Margaret 
Duffey recently and found that 
she had broken her arm in 3 
places! She was looking great as 
always and her cast was color- 
coordinated!

Emmett Boylan, Jr. lived 
most recently at Redstone Village 
and was 87 years old when he 
died in his sleep. Emmett had a 
smile and a hug for everyone and 
was one of the nicest men we’ve 
ever met. We send our deepest 
condolences to the family and 
many friends of Emmett, and es­
pecially to his dear friend, Phyllis 
Hardenburgh.

While dropping off some dry 
cleaning at Sanders Cleaners re­
cently, I met the nicest guy. His 
name was Wayne McElya, and he 
just loves the history of North 
Alabama.

Congratulations to D. W. 
(Dub) Williams on his retirement 
from Wes Barber shop in 5 Points, 
where he begin working in 1994. 
He’s had recent surgery and we’re 
all sending him best wishes for a

good recovery. One of his good 
friends is Betty Williams Gordon, 
and she thinks the world of him.

David Chu works at the Mem­
bership Desk at Costco, and re­
cently when I had some business 
to transact he was very profes­
sional & helpful. His dear wife 
Carla is sure proud of him!

Cindy Heironymi is owner of 
“No Place Like Home,” and we 
enjoyed catching up with her a 
while ago. That woman never 
ages! Her husband Ken works at 
Huntsville Hospital in the Bio Med 
department.

Chuck McCubbins, with 
Landmark Realty, stopped by the 
other day to say hello. His wife 
Diane really misses living in Old 
Town, but we think they’ll be back 
one day soon.

We were so sorry to hear of the 
death of Rosalind Switzer at 89, 
who lived in Ithaca, NY. Her son 
Glenn Switzer lives here in 
Huntsville, and told us that his

Photo of The Month
The first person to correctly 

identify the youngster below wins a 
1 -year complimentary subscription 
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502
Hint: When this young lad 

graduated from a New York high 
school in 1934, he had no idea 
he would become a colonel and 
end up in Huntsville. 

enfingersteele.com
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mom had the best sense of hu­
mor. She was a beautiful lady 
who will be missed by all who 
remember her.

Kinley Eittreim’s sweet wife 
Ann has been under the weather 
lately, and we want to send our 
best wishes to her.

Mark and Cordy Fortson 
were thrilled recently when their 
oldest daughter Danielle had her 
second child. The baby boy’s 
name is Ezra Walker, parents are 
Aubrey and Danielle Walker of 
Woodville. Congratulations to you 
all!

Chuck Owens turned 91 in 
January, and didn’t want to let the 
day go by without a party. He cel­
ebrated with sweet wife Annelie, 
friends and family with a Cham­
pagne dinner celebration at the 
Redstone Village dining room, 
with champagne for the whole 
room! Happy Birthday, Dad!

Steve & Michelle Trentham 
are expecting their first baby in 
June - Steve is the son of Ed and 
Ann Trentham of southeast 
Huntsville, and his sister Susan 
who lives in Tucson. Michelle’s 
sweet mom Ann Smith works at 
the Church street branch of 
Colonial Bank. The baby will be 
the first grandchild for the 
Trenthams and they are very 
excited.

Speaking of Colonial Bank, 
we recently enjoyed meeting 
Cindy Morrison who has been 
in banking nearly 15 years. She 
is really proud of 20 year-old 
daughter Canina, who attends 
Calhoun and works at Lowe’s in 
Madison. Other children are 
Christopher, age 17 and 
Kathryn, who’s 12.

We are so proud of Stefanie 
Troup who recently volunteered 
at the Children’s Advocacy as 
part of the SCAN program - 
which educates the kids in grades 
3, 5 & 7 about child abuse, home 
safety and neglect. The SCAN 
program is excellent and many 
volunteers make it successful.

We were really happy to hear 

that Greg Mattix is now at Propst 
Drug Store - as many of you re­
member, he was manager for the 
CVS Drug Store on Andrew Jack- 
son before they closed last year. 
Greg has many customers and 
friends who will be very glad to 
know where he now works.

Happy Birthday to Dr. Sam 
Citrano, Sr. who has been a den­
tist here now for 52 years! His 
son, Sam, Jr., is also a dentist 
downtown. Sam Sr.’s dad first 
settled in Huntsville in 1910. It 
sounds like a good story there!

We were so sorry to hear that 
Malcolm Miller’s brother had 
died, at age 94. James C. “Gib” 
Miller was very well known in the 
area and loved by all who knew 
him. Speaking of Malcolm and 
Lois, Lois is recovering from a 
very bad fall and her dear 
husband is taking great care of her.

Mickey Plaxco is someone 
we’ve known for many years, and 
we were so sorry to hear that his 
Dad Joe Plaxco had died at the 
age of 83. We send our deepest 
condolences to Mickey as well as 
his family and Joe’s many friends.

Marie Melochick had a Janu­
ary birthday. Marie lives at 
Redstone Village and has good 
friends there. Happy Birthday!

Charles Sanders contacted us 
recently from south Florida. He 
lived in Huntsville for years and 
still has many friends here. He

Louie Tippett, Owned & Operated 209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville
Specializing in: Carpet, Drapery & Upholstery, Oriental 

Rugs, Mini-Blinds, Removal of Unwanted Odors

has some good memories includ­
ing working at Zesto’s in Five 
Points, a restaurant many people 
still remember.

We want to send best wishes 
to our friend Robert Martin, who 
lives at Morningside Assisted 
Living in Madison.

Well, just try to stay warm this 
month, check on your older 
friends who are alone, and don’t 
regret any of this good rain we’re 
finally getting!

702 Andrew Jackson Way 

Huntsville, Al 35801 

(256)489-5182 - office 

(256) 489-5168-fax 

Email: naburt@knology.net 

Monday - Friday

7 AM-6PM
We provide professional and 

compassionate care for you or your 
loved ones in a safe environment 

that will make them feel at “Home.”

UNITED 
FIRE & WATER

DAMAGE
RESTORATION

UNITED CLEANING 
SERVICE

533-7163

mailto:naburt@knology.net


Old Huntsville Page 22

I RECIPE

Large cans each of:
apricot halves
pear halves 
peach slices 
pineapple chunks

Large jar chunky applesauce
1/21. cinnamon
1/41. nutmeg
2 T. butter
1/2 c. sherry
Drain all fruit and layer the 

first 4 fruits in order in a casse­
role dish. Cook applesauce and 
spices in small pan for 5 min­
utes uncovered. Add sherry and 
pour over the fruit. Dot with but­
ter. Bake at 325 for an hour.

Cinnamon Bars

1 c. butter
1 c. sugar
1 egg, separated
11. vanilla
1 1/21. cinnamon

Hot & Savopy Desserts
1/81. salt
2 c. chopped pecans
Cream all ingredients together 

except for the egg white. Spread 
the dough on a large cookie sheet 
or pizza pan. Cover dough with 
unbeaten egg white. Spread 2 
cups of chopped pecans on top, 
pressing lightly. Bake for 15 min­
utes at 325 degrees. Cut into bars 
while still warm.

Toffee D ream

1 pkg. brownie mix
2 sml. pkgs, instant chocolate 

pudding
2 c. milk
6 Heath Bars, crushed
8 oz. Cool Whip
Prepare brownies in a 9x13” 

pan. Prepare pudding with the 
milk, layer over brownies. 
Sprinkle 3/4 of the candy bars 
over the top, then spread with 
Cool Whip, rest of candy on top, 
refrigerate 4 hours or overnight.

Cream Cheese Squares

1 box yellow cake mix
1 stick butter, melted 
legg
8 oz. cream cheese, softened 
1/2 box powdered sugar 
1/2 c. flour
2 eggs
11. almond extract
Lightly mix cake mix, butter 

and egg; press into a greased 
9x13” pan. Mix remaining ingre­
dients with a mixer and pour onto 
the dough. Bake at 350 degrees 
for 30 minutes and top is golden. 
When cool, cut into small squares.

2 eggs
1 c. powdered sugar
1 T. plain flour
1 t. baking powder
1 c. broken walnuts
1 c. dates, pitted

Beat eggs, sugar flour and 

EVERY
MONDAY 
IS FAMILY 
NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner. 
Featuring a full menu and the best 

country breakfast in town!

Every Monday night Kids Eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our 
new kid’s menu with each paid adult entree. 

Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast 

8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS
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baking powder together thor­
oughly. Stir in walnuts and dates. 
Pour batter into a buttered bak­
ing dish and set in a pan of boil­
ing water. Bake for 30 minutes at 
350 degrees. Let chill and serve 
with homemade whipped cream.

Pecans

1 c. brown sugar
1/2 c. sugar
1/2 c. sour cream
11. vanilla extract
1/2 t. cinnamon
2 1/2 c. pecans

In a heavy saucepan com­
bine the sugars and sour cream. 
Cook to soft ball stage, or your 
candy thermometer registers 234 
degrees. Remove from heat and 
add your vanilla, beat well til mix­
ture starts to get thick.

Add pecans and stir very 
quickly. Spread on shallow pan 
that you’ve covered with waxed 
paper.

Nut Cake

1 box yellow cake mix
1 pkg. vanilla pudding mix
4 eggs
1/2 c. vegetable oil
1 c. rum
1 c. ground pecans
Mix all well and pour batter 

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 

Mon. - Fri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm 
Closed Sundays

883-7656

into a greased, decorative Bundt 
pan. Bake in 325-degree oven for 
an hour. Remove from oven and 
while still warm, sprinkle with 
powdered sugar. Serve with 
whipped cream.

4 medium sweet potatoes, 
cooked and mashed

2 eggs
1/2 c. brown sugar
Small can evaporated milk 
1/2 c. butter
1 1/21. cinnamon
1/2 t. each of ground nutmeg 

and ground ginger
Pinch ground cloves
Dash salt
2 9-inch pie shells
Mix all ingredients, preheat 

your oven to 400 degrees. Pour 
the sweet potato mixture into the 
pie shells, place in oven. Bake for 
about 45 minutes and pie is set 
in middle (it doesn’t shake).

Great with whipped cream or 
just by itself!

Hof Kettle Corn

Heat 3 tablespoons oil in a 
saucepan, add 1/2 cup popcorn 
kernels and 3 tablespoons sugar. 
Cover and shake til popped. 
Sprinkle with cinnamon.

Workshops starting in February
For all Ages

PAMA
AGENCY

536-5200
Professional Academy of 

Modeling & Acting
Website-, pamaagency.com
708 Andrew Jackson Way - Huntsville, Al 35801

Restaurant With
The Trains!

pamaagency.com
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Huntsville 
in the 30's
By Elwanda Henley Hallman

Four months ago I moved 
back to Huntsville after sixty- 
three years in Birmingham. 
Huntsville is a very changed city, 
an unusually beautiful city, and 
every day brings back memories 
of friends and family and of a 
very simple life back many years 
ago.

One place I wanted to visit 
was the Huntsville Library be­
cause it meant so much to me 
in my early life. I remember 
Miss Frances Jones, whom we 
children loved dearly in the old 
library. I can still remember 
checking out books and read­
ing, walking the long walk home 
to Pratt Avenue, and reading 
"Heidi" as I walked. Huntsville 
had a bad polio outbreak back 
then and Mama wouldn't let us 
go anywhere except to walk to 
the library and get books.

I like to go to School Street 
and remember the blocks we 
walked to get to East Clinton 
Elementary School. I used to 
love the wild violets that grew 
along the side of the streets 
there.

We went to Junior high 
school a few blocks from the 
old Huntsville High school. I 
remember one day being called 
to the office. They said I had a 

telephone call but it turned out 
they got the names mixed up and 
the call was for another girl. It 
scared me though because I had 
never spoken on a phone before, 
in my life.

Huntsville High school had 
some great teachers, my two fa­
vorites were Miss Annie Mertz 
and Miss Annie Dix. Most of us 
walked to school in those days 
and it got pretty cold walking in 
the winter. I still remember 
more than 60 years later how 
motherly and kind Miss Dix was 
to a cold and wet 15 year-old 
girl.

Miss Annie Mertz was very 
strict but she was always fair, al­
ways had integrity and it made 
such an impression on me. 
Through my life I kept a jour­
nal and wrote down the names 
of people who had an impact on 
my life, like these two ladies, 
even though they probably never 
realized it.

I remember one day in the 
mid afternoon, years ago, the 
world suddenly turned dark. 
That was the day a destructive 
tornado went through Paint 
Rock Valley. Many were injured 
and many homes were destroyed.

One day we all heard the ru-

“A large groundhog bit 
my tire as I was coming to 

work, causing it to go flat.”

A local employee’s excuse for 
missing work 

mor that the court house in 
Huntsville was sitting on a lake. 
All the children were convinced 
that the entire city would cave 
in. It's funny what stays with

Loose 
Fitting 

Dentures?

NO MORE 
DENTURE ADHESIVES 

| We can stabilize in many cases your 

loose fitting Lower denture using mini 
implants. Sometimes this Procedure 
can be accomplished in minimum 
amount of time, like one office visit.

$750 per implant
Free realignment of old denture

Interest free financing 

f

256.533.0434
Dr. Eugene H. Scott, Jr.

401 Lowell Dr., SE, Ste.17 
Huntsville, AL

www.dreugenehscottjr.com 

A Smoke-Free Facility!
* Snack Bar

> Cosmic Birthday Parties 

fyGroup Rates * Pro Shop 
% Bowling Instruction Available

* Youth & Seniors Programs

No representation is made about the quality of dental services to be 
performed or the expertise of the dentist performing such services.

Where Bowling is Family Fun"

Don't forget to mention this ad to get 
your Senior Discount (55+)

Voted #1
Bowling Center In Huntsville

hzz in-j 2404 LEEMAN FERRY ROAD SW

http://www.dreugenehscottjr.com


you, after all these years.
Our special times were very 

simple. Mama loved to walk up 
the mountain with us kids (she 
had 5) to Fagan's Hollow. There 
used to be a Toll Gate on upper 
Wells Avenue. My Daddy would 
take us fishing and nearly every 
Sunday we'd all go to Big Spring 
Park.

On many of those Sundays, 
we'd witness baptizing of people 
in the Spring. I didn't realized the 
importance of it at the time, all I 
remembered was how pretty the 
girls looked who got baptized, 
with their beautiful col­
ored hair bows.

Before Christmas we'd 
go on a community bus to 
our Mayor's celebration 
with the Senior citizens 
followed by a ride through 
the botanical gardens. The 
decorations were so beau­
tiful and I remembered 
how Daddy drove us 
around when there 
weren't so many as there 
are now. Coca Cola was 
always decorated, and a 
huge star could be seen 
shining up on Monte Sano.

I still expect to see 
Dunnavant's where 
people bought more styl­
ish clothes back then, 
and I remember Kress 
and Belk Hudson stores 
downtown.

Of course I remember 
when we had to kiss our 
brothers and sweethearts 
and husbands good-bye 
as they went off to war. I 
still remember one 
woman saying, scornfully, 
"Some of them cry like 
theirs is the only one leav­
ing!" I couldn't believe she 
would say that.

I cried the day our 
country dropped the 
atomic bomb over 
Hiroshima. My friends 
thought I was being unpa­

triotic. Today I still hate wars of 
any kind. I pray for the leaders 
and the men and women who go 
to war and put their lives on the 
line for us.

I remember the glorious day 
the soldiers came home. My 
sister's husband was killed, we 
missed him so much. My 
brother came home and mar­
ried a girl we all loved. My hus­
band came home and we were 
so thankful to just be together 
again. Jobs weren't easy to find 
back then, but we all made it 
somehow.

* CHOPHOUSE-HUMPHREY'S-SAZIO fl*

Eat to Live? 
Dine to Indulge?

We’re not aPraid to ask the

FOR MORE INFORMATION;

256-704-5555
www.washingtonsquaregroup.net

» CHOPHOUSE-HUMPHREY'S-SAZIO fl*

r

I
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When you have good memo­

ries, you have roses that bloom all 
winter!

WE BUY
SILVER DOLLARS

http://www.washingtonsquaregroup.net
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Curly Putman,
Master Song Writer

By Malcolm Miller
Some time back I gave Jerry Brazier, owner of 

Jerry and Bill's Barber shop where I worked for 
many years, a box of barber tools and parts that 
I had accumulated over the years since I was no 
longer able to cut hair. A few weeks later when I 
went to his shop he said that I had given him 
something I might want to keep. When I saw it I 
did indeed want it. It was a very old letter in pretty 
bad condition but when I saw Tree publishing 
Company letterhead I knew it was from my good 
friend Curly Putman, ironically the date on the 
letter was June 2, 1964.

In the letter Curly said he couldn't use the 
songs I had sent but to send him some more, but 
most importantly he said that he was still trying 
to write that big hit. You see up till this time Curly 
had been struggling, however lo and behold a few 
months later he wrote "Green, Green Grass of Home" 
and the rest as they say is history. It was first re­
corded by Johnny Darryl then Porter Wagner, Jerry 
Lee Lewis and finally the biggest hit by Tom Jones. 
On January 8th I had a long talk with Curly and he 
said this particular song had been recorded five hun­
dred times and in every known language.

This was only the beginning for this tall some­
what shy man from Paint Rock Valley. His songs 
were recorded by many many of the legends of 
country music. He wrote Dolly Parton's first hit 
"Dumb Blond", Tammy Wynette's "Divorce", 
T.G.Shepperd's "Do you Want to go to Heaven", 
David Houston and Tammy Wynette's "My Elu­
sive Dream.” The list goes on and on, however the 
greatest of all was a song by George Jones that was 
named the number two country song of all time, "He 
Stopped Loving Her Today", co-written with Bobby 
Braddock.

Life wasn't always easy for Curly, when he got 

out of high school at Princeton he joined the Navy, 
and after his hitch in the Navy he met and fell in 
love with a pretty lass Miss Bernice Wilson, and 
like many couples back then they went to Iuka, 
Mississippi and got married. Another musician 
buddy of mine, Lamarr Cox, and his wife Laneva 
drove them there.

The first time I ever saw Curly he was travel­
ing with a member of the Grand Ole Opry, I be­
lieve it was Bradley Kincaid, later on he joined 
Slim Lay and Hap Wilson's band along with the 
late and great guitar picker Maurice Ramsey and 
Lamarr "Bug Fuzz” Cox. Carolyn Gossett was the

Serving hearty German fare 
in Huntsville Since 1972.

Star Market
and Pharmacy

Best Quality Meat in Town!

Your Friendly Neighborhood 
Pharmacy & Grocery Store 

Located In Historic Five Points 
702 Pratt Ave. 534-4509
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girl singer for the band.

Curly really worked hard trying to support his family, by 
now they had two sons. He had several jobs, shoe sales­
man, storm door and fence salesman and a stint working in 
Slim Lay’s record shop. I even tried to get him a job with the 
Huntsville Fire Department by talking to a city councilman 
I knew, all to no avail.

As I look back over the many years I have known Curly, 
I truly believe that all these jobs and hard times only proves 
that Curly Putman was a man destined for greatness. Now 
Curly can look out over his sprawling twenty-five acre estate 
near Lebanon, Tennessee with pride because he overcame 
many obstacles and finally reached the top rung of the lad­
der of success.

And friends, the best could be yet to come, for he told 
me that at age seventy-seven he has started writing again. 
With him writing, we may hear some real country music 
over the airways again.

I, for one, am certainly ready for it.

Orton's Circus and Menagerie
This celebrated company have put up their big 

tent on the open lot on Randolph street, preparatory 
to next week’s performance. Mr. Orton intends to give 
an entertainment for the special pleasure of ladies and 
children, on Tuesday p.m., April 3rd, at a low rate - 
children only 10 or 15 cents - preliminary to the grand 
show advertised in our columns for Wednesday, 
April 4. from 1918 newspaper

(JunningHam s
707 Andrew Jackson Way 

Huntsville, Al 35801

DISCOUNT
WICKER - RATTAN FURNITURE

Lee Roy Cunningham 
Betty Jo Cunningham

(256) 536-3071
Mon-Fri10-5 Sat-10-4

(Ai\ seriate
INTERNATIONAL

Essence of Nature ...

Enriched with Vitamins ...

Engineered by Science.

Seriesse Solutions for the skin you’re in 
Targeted Skin Care with NVesse-24

Life Insurance-Annuities
Long Term Care Insurance

Up to $200,000 Life Insurance 
without Medical Exam. Ages 18-70

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU

2311 - C Market Place Phone
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 (256) 519-6955

Consultant- 
Sammie Dickson 

656-8991

The Village of Whitesburg 
4800 Whitesburg Dr. #39 

Huntsville Al 35802 
(256)880-0322
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The Legend 
of Monte 
Say No

In the early 1800s, according to leg­
end, a beautiful Cherokee maiden 
named Monte lived in the mountains 
overlooking Huntsville. Two men, one 
an Indian and the other a white settler, 
were both pursuing Monte for her 
affections.

Things came to a head one day when 
the settler was visiting the Indian 
encampment and discovered that his 
rival had proposed marriage.

Distraught at losing the object of 
his affections, the settler shouted in a 
loud anguished voice, “Monte, say no!”

The words echoed throughout the 
mountains and the valleys below and 
from that day on the mountain was 
called Monte Sano.

Although the story makes for a 
colorful legend, it never happened. The 
story was a product of romantic and 
wishful fiction.

Huntsville, in its early days, was a 
community surrounded by marshes, 
pools of stagnant water and open cess­
pools. Every summer it became a 
breeding ground for malaria. In an ef­
fort to escape the pestilence, many set­
tlers fled the “demon valley” to the 
mountains during the hot summer 
months.

The settlers did not really under­
stand why but the mountains seemed 
to provide a refuge against the disease.

A local doctor by the name of 
Thomas Fearn noticed the medical 
phenomena and named the mountain 
“Monte Sano.”

The words are Italian for “Mountain 
of Health”.

“If you worry, you didn’t pray. If 
you pray, don’t worry.”

Jeremy Johns, Scottsboro

First 
Presbyterian

Church
307 Gates Avenue 

Huntsville, Al
An Historic Church 

Meeting Today’s Needs

Join us Sundays 
8:30 AM

Gideon-Blackburn House 
across street

10:30 AM
Main Sanctuary

(256) 536-3354
Dr. Darryl Goldman, Interim Pastor

COMMERCl

Huntsville's 1st 536-7777
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Cotton Row on the Court House Square In the 1950s
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Leasing,
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923 Merchants Walk, Huntsville, Al 35801
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Old Huntsville Page 29

A Five-Cent Hamburger
“It may be a good idea,” said the loan officer, “but we don’t loan money 

for ideas.”
Disappointed, Sam Sherrill returned to work where he donned his apron 

and began flipping hamburgers the same way he had been doing everyday for 
years. His business, the Nu Way Restaurant, was renowned for the small, 
square, five-cent hamburgers it served. It had become a virtual fixture on the 
North Side Square in Huntsville, with people waiting in line everyday.

Though Sam put aside any ideas of expanding his restaurant, his son 
Glenn did not give up as easily. In 1932 Glenn moved to Chattanooga and 
opened a small restaurant with a partner, serving the same hamburgers his 
father had served.

Within a few years the restaurant had become so successful that the 
partners began opening up others across the country.

Neither man had any idea at the time that they were founding a business 
that would eventually become one of the largest fast food businesses in the 
South— the Krystal Restaurants.

The Grand-Shine Dry Cleaners
One of Huntsville’s unique attractions in the late 1940s was, believe it or 

not, a dry cleaning establishment. Owned by a Mr. Johnson, the Grand-Shine 
Dry Cleaners offered on the spot dry cleaning and pressing for the individual 

with a busy schedule.
Unfortunately, many of his clients were farmers who only owned one suit 

and it was the one they wore to town to do their shopping. Many of these 
farmers wanted to have their suit cleaned while in town, but not having another 
change of clothes, were forced to hide in the restroom while the employees 
hastily dry cleaned the suit.

In an effort to rectify the problem, Mr. Johnson acquired a large barrel 
which he placed in the front lobby of his establishment. The front of the barrel 
was fitted with a hinged door allowing customers to enter, where they could 
remove their clothes and wait for them to be cleaned.

The price was 50 cents a suit, or 65 cents if you used the barrel.

GLASS
For Any Purpose 

PATTERNS 
FOR—

Table Tops 
Dressers 

Radio Tables 
Desks 

Mantles 
Counters

Etc!

AH edge* ground 
and polished.

Call 364 and let 
us make you an 

estimate.

Huntsville
Glass & Paint Co.
(Original ad from Jan.30, 1940)

Thanks Huntsville!
68 years in business 

and Counting!
534-2621

2201 Holmes Ave. NW

Our eyes will always remain 
the same size from birth, 

but our ears and nose 
never stop growing.

Willow Run Adventist Apartments
LIVING QUARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY

* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
* Convenient to Madison Square Mall
* Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units)
* Transportation provided to Grocery Store optortunit?

* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until after completion of the 
application process

. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your 
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to 
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

1915 Rideout Drive, Huntsville, Alabama 35806 (256) 830-1046
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Hermit who Claimed 
to be John Hunt’s 
Grandson Dies in 
Athens

From 1916 newspaper

Alone he lived, alone he died - 
the Limestone County’s man of 
mystery, whose charred body was 
found in the ruins of his cave 
home, east of Athens on the Nick 
Davis road.

The recluse was called John 
Hunt, when he went to Athens a 
quarter of a century ago and 
bought 25 acres of land near 
Athens. He dug his home, rather 
than having built it. Into the 
earth he bored and excavated a 
large room, over which he built 
a roof and called it home. In 
later years he added two more 
rooms, both underground.

Hunt claimed his grandfa­
ther settled Huntsville and from 
the family name the city received 
its name. His pathetic death last 
week, under mysterious circum­
stances, brought to light the 
weird story of the hermit’s life.

Hunt had been a federal 
army man during the Civil War 
and he received a pension from 
the government. Together with 
the money he received from sell­
ing a few farm products, he eked 
out a meagre existence.

One of the strange features 
of the hermit's life, now being 
related by Athens people, is the 
fact that Hunt never sold a 
chicken, though he raised hun­
dreds in the woods above his 
home. On the other hand, he 
treated them much as he would a 
human being. At noon he fre-

“Generally speaking, you 
aren’t learning much while 

your lips are moving.”

Sam Pierson, Athens 

quently rang a big bell to call them 
to be fed. The fowls would jump 
upon his shoulders and he made 
pets of all of them. “They are too 
near and dear to me to be sold,” 
he explained to curious visitors, 
who visited his dugout by the hun­
dreds.

The recluse treated them all 
with civility, but never claimed 
their friendship. When he first 
moved to Limestone, the section 
in which he settled had few 
people in it. Later it built up, 
but he continued to keep him­
self withdrawn from human 
companionship.

Recently, Negroes passing by 
the hut found only the smoking 
embers left. A hurried investiga­
tion was made and in the ashes 
the body was found. It was bur­
ied by the people of the neighbor­
hood in the Athens cemetery.

Visit Our New Spacious Showroom

In Business Since 1963

Park Supply Co.
4736 Commercial Drive. (256) 837-4036

Blinds, Shutters, Drapery, 
Woven woods, Cellular, 
Roman Shades & More

Your Total Window 
Treatment Provider

Rand’s Blinds Inc.
Bus: (256) 650-0465

Aesthetically Pleasing

Interior Window Treatments
Visit us at:

www.randsblinds.com

http://www.randsblinds.com
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O'LC DAD'S W- & - Q
"It's Cooked In The Pit"

828-8777 828-8778
Bill & Rosemary Leatherwood, owners

Ask For Our Special 
Kid's Menu!

Carry Out’s for your Special Events!

Pork Sandwich 
Chicken Sandwich 
Turkey Sandwich 
Rib Sandwich 
Pork Plate 
1/2 Chicken Plate 
Ribs (Slab) 
Ribs (1/2 Slab) 
Whole Chicken 
Whole Shoulders 
French Fries 
Potato Salad 
Pies

Try Our Famous
Brunswick Stew <S Stuffed Potatoes

Specialty Items 
Salads
Hot Dogs 
Hamburgers 
Slaw Dogs 
Chili Dogs 
Cheeseburgers 
Plate Dinners 
Chicken Fingers 
Rib Plates
1,2 <& 3 lb. Pork Specials 

and much more!!!
Baked Beans 
Green Beans 
Hushpuppies

Give your wife a break from the kitchen 
tonight! Order OLE bAb’S BAR-B-Q.

We Sell BAR-B-Q by The Pound!
14163 Highway 231/431 North 

Located in the beautiful city of Hazel Green
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A Letter from 
Maysville

Maysville, Ala. Dec. 16, 1864
Dear Sir,
Your letter from Dr. Clopton is at hand. We 

are delighted to hear from you as we so seldom 
get any knowledge of you. The condition of things 
around us is somewhat changed, but we are in 
daily dread of a raid. The Yankees are at Paint 
Rock. TWenty odd were captured by General Meade 
yesterday and passed through last night. Roddy 
and others are after the balance of them and we 
will hear from them today or tomorrow.

Well, we are all used up as to fencing, etc., as 
I wrote you, and years will pass before the de­
struction will be repaired. Many vacant houses 
were torn down to make tools, etc. Mr. Stewart’s 
store, Bill Hall’s old exchange, Masonic hall, all 
torn to pieces. Some parts remain, but ruined. 
Mr. Jones’ store and Wortham’s gutted. Your of­
fice remains as it was with the exception of the 
things - medicines, table, etc., all of which is gone 
except for a few bottles. I got most of your pa­
pers, among which is Mr. O’Neal’s note for prop­
erty - which I got from a Yankee doctor, for they 
occupied it as an office. It was then turned into a 
saddle maker’s shop, then into a pesthouse (for small-
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pox).
Since that time it has not been disturbed - 

only the removing of the two front sash which 
are lost, as also all the Jack O’Neal residence, 
where not a trace is left to tell where it stood 
except one load of joist, which I paid a man 
$5 to haul home and is now in the smokehouse.
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All the fencing about the place, 
except for the orchard and gar­
den are gone, and they are sim­
ply patched up.

Nearly all the citizens are 
gone, negroes and whites, and 
the present conscript act will 
leave not more than eight or ten 
men in the place, such as Mr. 
Burns, Pitts, Wortham, etc.

There is scarcely a single 
negro here that was here when 
you left. Some few of the Daniel 
plantation negroes are here in 
great confusion since the retreat 
of the army and should any of 
your darkies come here they will 
find a change of population and 
a ruined town.

I will give you an idea of that 
retreat caused by a flank move­
ment of General Hood. The sol­
diers amounted to about 8,000 
and baggage wagons beyond 
number. Refugees and contra­
band, astonishing in number 
slowly moved with the caval­

cade.
It began to pass here at 8 

a.m. and continued until 4 p.m. 
So hasty was the move among 
the contraband that they emp­
tied their featherbeds and cot­
ton on the road until, even now, 
the track of the caravan could 
be followed by feathers and cot­
ton.

The day they passed led to 
many astonishing sights but the 
distressing feature is that 
women gave birth to children 
during the flight and quite un­
naturally left them to perish. 
One case occurred near this 
place. A yankee soldier picked 
up the infant, wrapped it up and 
tried to give it away as he passed 
along.

Several cases of the kind are 
reported to have taken place on 
the banks of the Paint Rock. At 
Stevenson, ‘tis said that they are 
dying by multitudes since the 
cold weather set in. Other chil-
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dren were left behind and most 
pitiful, running about looking for 
their mothers who had left them 
to their fate.

At or near Paint Rock many 
of them (refugees) were cut off 
by our calvary and for several 
days others were passing in 
small numbers, deploring their 
lot, returning to their former 
homes.

As to our own condition, we 
have lived in constant dread 
surrounded and subjugated by 
our foes. We have lost by the 
yankees many things, but we 
have not been used like others 
who were plundered of all they 
had; in flour, meal and meat, 
bed clothes, etc., but even now, 
though we have a respite, we 
dread a raid.

A few almost worthless 
horses, a little stock and a few 
pigs are still left. Our house 
was once ransacked from top 
to basement by a set of the 
worst men I have ever seen, but 
were dispersed by two surgeons 
who providently stepped in 
while they were depredating, 
and so we lost but little.

I got twenty men to guard 

the town that night, had two at my 
house. But for them we would have 
been ruined, burned out, as was 
threatened.

As to supplies, we have al­
ways had bread and meat and 
even some of the luxuries. Tho­
mas has sent us coffee and sugar, 
cheese, bacon and salt. These 
have kept us together with what I 
could do with my own scanty 
money.

My cow, or rather yours, died 
last winter. This put us on short 
rations. As to milk and butter, we 
have done without until a few 
weeks ago. Mrs. Howard, who went 
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to live at the college in Huntsville, 
loaned her cow to us. She has 
now returned and will take her 
home again.

Mrs. Kelley loaned me her 
cow and calf but the yankees took 
the calf before we got them in our 
possession and we left the cow, 
not bringing her home.

We raised nothing but what 
we got from the orchard and 
garden, which was plundered of 
all its fruit before they were 
ripe. It would amuse you and 
distress you to see how they 
stole from the orchard, and how 
obsequious we all were, fearing

Madison 
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to say a word.

We are now hiding our scanty food, fearing we 
shall lose what little we have left, for so much de­
pends on the success of the companies now do­
ingbattle at Paint Rock. Cannon was heard boom­
ing yesterday, but to what result we don’t know.

Our home affairs go on very quietly. Mattie is 
not quite so taciturn as formerly, has become do­
mesticated, can wash a little, iron, cook, milk, 
make fires, feed chickens, bring in wood and nurse 
the baby as though she was used to it. Her health 
monthly is inexpressibly better than formerly, al­
though she fell into her old condition and was 
alarmingly sick until she heard of a certain herb 
whose vulgar or classical name I do not know.

I eat two meals a day and sleep about six 
hours in twenty-four, rather restless, and lay 
awake many hours these long nights. I chop all 
my own wood and work hard during the work­
ing season, have not preached for many months 
except for a funeral sermon for Mrs. Debois 
six or eight months ago.

I keep no horse, so I go nowhere from 
home; indeed I am afraid to go anywhere - rob­
bers are spread over the country and yankees 
hitherto on every road.

(Signed) Dr. Madden
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Tips from Liz
* Store your nuts in the fridge 

or freezer, they will not go rancid 
this way.

* If your kids' shoelaces al­
ways come undone, dry dampen­
ing them with water before you tie 
them.

* Remove paper that is glued 
onto wood surfaces by rubbing on 
some olive oil.

* When you wake up in the 
middle of the night with a leg 
cramp, immediately flex your foot 
upwards towards your head.

* If you are going to be out 
with no way of brushing your 
teeth, carry some mint teabags 
with you to nibble on - they will 
make your breath smell sweet.

* Raw chicken breasts are 
easier to cut up if you freeze them, 
begin to thaw them out and use 
sharp scissors instead of a knife.

* Shoe polish can make an 
excellent finish for wooden frames 
- it adds color as well as a water­
proof shine. It works on scars you 
have on wooden floors, too!

* An extra bread box can hold 
all the tools you’ll need to take 
care of any household repair.

Taylor Produce
Located in the Madison County Farmers Market

We have wheat straw bales
We still have the Best Tomatoes you’ll find anywhere! Come in 
for Turnip Greens, Potatoes and bagged Apples & Oranges - 

many cool-weather vegetables

We’re open 7
(256) 539-9257

1022 Cook Ave. Huntsville

Proudly owned & operated by Tooter Taylor’s daughters & 
grandchildren! We’re keeping the tradition alive!

Delicious Local Honey from Bobby Fanning

* Position a section of old in­
ner tube on your garage wall so 
that when you open the car door 
it doesn’t hit anything hard.

* Put a cup of ground coffee 
in a cheesecloth bag and store in 
your car to make it smell great all 
the time.
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Passing of a 
Hero

by Austin Miller
James Curtis Miller, Sr. passed away 

January 1, 2008 at the age of ninety four. He 
was known as J.C. or Mr. Miller except for 
family and people from Ryland who called 
him Gib. He had six brothers, one of whom 
was my father. Uncle Gib was born in Hunts­
ville at what is now the corner of Owens Drive 
and McClung Avenue, the current site of 
Mountain View Baptist Church. When he was 
seven, the family moved to Ryland where they 
lived on six different tenant farms before he 
joined the army in 1936 at the age of twenty 
three.

The army during the thirties was all spit 
and polish, discipline was strict and pun­
ishment for breaking the rules was severe 
and swift. The pay was twenty-one dollars a 
month and rank came slow, if ever. Soldiers 
were lucky to advance to the rank of private 
first class in three years. But Uncle Gib 
thrived, became an outstanding soldier and 
got promoted ahead of many others who had 
been in the army much longer. It is impor­
tant to note that he was an expert shot with a 
rifle or pistol. He was so good that, one year 
he represented the entire U.S. Army in a pis­
tol match at Camp Perry, Ohio.

By World War II, he had advanced to the 
rank of Staff Sergeant. In 1941, he met the love 
of his life, Bertha Martin, while stationed at Fort 
Benning, Georgia. They were married in North 
Augusta, South Carolina in August 1942. The 
marriage lasted 65 years and they had two fine 
sons, Howard and Jimmy.

On June 4, 1944, he went ashore with the 
eighth infantry, for reasons unknown to me, he 
was taken from the 4th Division and assigned

to the eighth Division for the invasion. This meant he 
went ahead of the 4th and was one of the first ashore at
Utah beach. He went at daylight and jumped off the 
landing craft weighted down with heavy equipment in 
water up to his neck.

He told the story of a shorter man who jumped 
off when he did and disappeared under the water 
never to come back up. Drowning was only part of the
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worry; he landed under a hail of 
enemy fire. Somehow he made it 
ashore and got off the beach. He 
fought back and forth in the infa­
mous hedge row country for about 
six weeks.

In July, at St. Louis, he got hit 
by shrapnel form a German 88 
and almost paid the ultimate 
price. His best friend was killed 
by the shell that hit him. He spent 
the next year in hospitals in Eu­
rope and the United States.

His wounds were so severe 
that he was discharged from the 
army on disability. He got a ci­
vilian job but was not happy. He 
soon tried to get back in the 
army to no avail.

Finally, he contacted General 
Barton who commanded the 4th 
Division in World War II. The gen­
eral intervened on his behalf and 
they took him back. After that he 
became a top sergeant and soon 
attained the rank of Chief Warrant 
Officer.

He went to war again in Ko­
rea and made several clandes­
tine trips to South East Asia in 
the late fifties. In 1960, He retired 

with 23 years of service. After 
leaving the army he worked at Fort 
Gordon until he retired again in 
1978 at the age of 65.

He and Aunt Bertha then 
moved back to Alabama. They 
had many happy years in 
Huntsville where he greatly 
enjoyed family and gardening on 
his land at Ryland.

His burial was on a clear 
January day. His grave is next to 
the rock wall along McClung 
Avenue where he and his parents 
and older brothers walked 
regularly nearly a century ago.

The twenty volleys of the 
military salute echoed loudly 
across the 100 acres that make 
up Maple Hill Cemetery. The 
haunting sound of taps cut 
through the cool still winter air 
and no doubt could be heard at 
the old family home location at the 
corner of Owens and McClung 
where he was born in 1913.

He had come full circle back 
to where he began, and what a 
circle it was.
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News from 
1894

- Patrons of the public mar­
ket are warned that shoes must 
be worn at all times. Failure to 
do so can result in a fine.

- John L. Rison, Druggist, 
handles mail orders promptly. 
We carry drugs pure and fresh, 
toilet articles, flavoring extracts 
of all kinds, Syringes, Face pow­
ders, Patent Medicines, Difficult 
prescriptions carefully com­
pounded. Located on Bank Row

- One of the most entertain­
ing of the "oldest inhabitants" 
of Decatur, Ala. is Capt. J. M. 
Todd, now 88 years of age, who 
steamboated on the Tennessee 
river from 1832 to 1875.

- Mr. W. W. Wilson brought 
a 15-month old pig and a bale 
of cotton to Huntsville to the 
market today. Each weighed in 
at 450 pounds. The cotton 
brought $19.05 and the pig, 
$22.50. Mr. Wilson says the 
cotton cost him twice as much 
to raise and market as did the 
Pig-

- Capt. Jos. Glover closed a 
trade Tuesday with Mrs. J. P Will­
iams, of Scottsboro, by which he 
becomes the purchaser of the 
Boyd place next door to Capt. 
Rieves in Guntersville. The dwell­
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ing and a large yard and garden 
were sold at nine hundred dol­
lars.

- An Athens boy, who expe­
rienced great difficulty in swal­
lowing, had an operation per­
formed on his throat which 
brought to light a large pearl. It 
is thought he swallowed it in an 
oyster.

- Do not pay $1 when you 
can buy our J & C Corset for 50 
cents. Modeled after the best 
French strip corsets, in white, 
drab and ecru with silk floss­
ing. A. R. Campbell & Sons, 
Huntsville, Ala.

- "I take pleasure in stating 
in the public that Sam M. York 
of Union Grove, Ala. has cured 
a cancer of twenty years stand­
ing for me. I have never known 
him to fail curing cancers." 
Jesse. F. Miller, Marshall, Ala.

- An item appeared in the 
Democrat recently which should 
have read as follows: Mrs. 
Haskins has the largest and nic­
est plants in town." In making 
up the form the "I" dropped out 
in the word plants, and the mis­
take was not noticed until the 
paper was printed. The whole 
town was in an uproar and when 
the lady's husband read the item 
he armed himself with a shot­
gun and started for the printing 
office but the editor saw him 
coming and escaped through a 
back window.
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Uncle Perce 
Ellett

by William Sibley
On e of the kindest men who 

ever lived was Percy Clay "Uncle 
Perce" Ellett of Big Cove, who 
died in 1960, at the age of 71.

It was while Uncle Perce was 
driving a school bus for de­
cades, running the Big Cove 
School route, that children be­
gan calling Mr. Ellett, "Uncle 
Perce." Uncle Perce and his wife, 
Myrtle, had no children, but 
hundreds of children loved the 
couple as if they were their par­
ents.

Citizens of Big Cove always 
said, "Uncle Perce goes to bed 
with the chickens and gets out 
of bed before the chickens do." 
That statement was made be­
cause Uncle Perce would go to 
bed about 6 PM. each day and 
arise the next morning at 2:30 
A.M.

This writer learned many 
things from Uncle Perce and 
many things about Uncle Perce. 
Uncle Perce was a beekeeper and 
always enjoyed going to two gro­
cery stores in southern Big Cove 
near his home. Those stores 
were Jim Montgomery's Grocery 
and Marshall Byrd's Grocery. 
The late Milas "Bo" Buford told 
this writer that he had seen 
Uncle Perce at those stores many 
times and they would always 
talk for awhile and Uncle Perce 
would say, "Well, I've got to get 
home to Miss Myrtle."

A member of a very promi­
nent family of Big Cove told this 
writer that he rode Uncle Perce's 
bus in the early 1930s and that 
he did not like school in his early 
grades. Each morning, it took the 
pushing of the boy's mother and 
the pulling of Uncle Perce to get 
him on the bus for several days.

During the years that Uncle

Perce drove the Big Cove bus, he 
also clerked in Leonard Taylor's 
General Merchandise Store, but 
Uncle Perce never went to the 
store until he had done all the 
necessary chores at the school.

It would be impossible to list 
nearly all of the fond memories 
that people have of Uncle Perce 
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or to list the things he did to make 
school children happy, but a few 
things will be listed below.

In the early 1940s, a fifth-sixth 
grade teacher took her class to 
Haden Miller's thicket, located 
north of Big Cove School. Getting 
to that location required the cross­
ing of a wide ditch. Uncle Perce ac­

http://www.visitingangels.com
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companied the group to the pic­
nic and personally assisted each 
student individually in crossing 
that ditch.

Uncle Perce taught us pupils 
how to make several things, 
such as Jacob's Ladder, made 
with a string. He also taught us 
how to make figures out of 
popcot blooms by peeling away 
parts of the bloom. We made 
figures that resembled a boy and 
girl eating cantaloupe. Also, one 
lesson was in peeling the bloom 
in a complicated way and creat­
ing figures representing the mul­
titude, the loaves, and the fishes 
that are in a Biblical story. Many 
times Uncle Perce performed 
magic shows for the student 
assembly.

As first graders, we were al­
ways happy when we learned to 
spell simple words, but one day 
Uncle Perce told us that he was 
going to teach us to spell geog­
raphy. One can only imagine how 
a first grader would feel if he 
could learn to spell a four-syllable 
word. Uncle Perce said, "Remem­
ber this sentence: “George Ellett's 

HUNTSVILLE'S 
TRAIN STORE

A Model Railroaders Paradise

old goose ran a pig home yester­
day." We knew George Ellett. He 
was Uncle Perce's nephew. Uncle 
Perce said to remember the first 
letter of each word and we could 
spell the word correctly. I don't 
suppose that any of us have ever 
mis-spelled that word since the 
first grade.

During the middle and late 
1940s, maybe into the early 
1950s, Clyde Connally was 
principal of Big Cove. During 
the 1940s Uncle Perce was doing 
some of the school chores, chop­
ping kindling for the large coal­
burning heaters of Big Cove 
School. A sharp splinter flew 
wildly, going straight up into 
Uncle Perce's eyeball, causing 
him to lose vision in that eye. 
Mr. Connally took Uncle Perce to 
the emergency room of a local 
hospital and left his students in 
the care of Mrs. Tressye Maples, 
teacher of grades 4 and 5. Mr. 
Connally's pupils were in grades 
7, 8, and 9. Mr. Connally's room 
and Mrs. Maples's room were 
separated by folding doors. Mrs. 
Maples successfully looked after 
five grades until Uncle Perce and 
Mr. Connally returned to school.

Uncle Perce did not drive his
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bus for the remainder of that 
school year, but he was back on 
the Job at the beginning of the 
next school year. The first thing 
Uncle Perce did was to get a coal 
scuttle and pick up broken glass 
off the campus. Many of the 
school children went barefooted, 
especially in warm weather and 
Uncle Perce thought about those 
kids' safety.

Uncle Perce did not like 
black cats. Our family had a black 
cat that would follow us to the bus 
stop and Uncle Perce told us sev­
eral times, "I wish you would get 
rid of that black cat." He thought 
black cats brought bad luck.

One morning as our bus was 
going east on Caldwell Lane, Inis 
Lyle's black cat dashed across the 
road in front of the bus. Uncle 
Perce became very uneasy and 
immediately turned his hat 
around and marked an "x" on the 
front windshield, to ward off bad 
luck.

The next stop was at the home 
of Jewell and Lena Mae Cobb, and 
Uncle Perce told all of the pupils 
to turn around in our seats. 
Jimmie Lou Andrews (Newman) 
saw that Uncle Perce was uneasy 
and she led us in unison as we all 
turned around and sat back down 
in our seats.

During his years as bus 
driver, Uncle Perce drove us to 
ball games, the annual 4-H Club 
calf shows in Huntsville and other 
events. He always encouraged all 
pupils to do their best in academ­

ics and athletics. He told us about 
the years when he was a student 
at Vann School (also known as 
Vann's Hillside School) in south­
ern Big Cove.

One of Uncle Perce's fondest 
memories was his playing on a 
baseball team from the Vann 
School area. That team walked 
across Green Mountain and 
soundly defeated a team in the 
Farley area. Uncle Perce hit a 
bases-loaded triple that day.

When Uncle Perce was no 
longer able to drive his bus, 
school officials let him ride the 
bus daily. He always sat on the 
front seat and spoke to every child 
as each child got on the bus. He 
had done that for decades.

This writer hears from many 
former Big Cove residents from 

256-536-7569
Carpet Cleaning - Pressure Washing - Water Damage

www.dirtbustersrestoration.com

many places, and they always 
want to know about Uncle Perce. 
A flagpole was erected at Big Cove 
School in Uncle Perce's memory 
and a yearbook was dedicated to 
Uncle Perce in his lifetime.

Uncle Perce is buried in Neal's 
Chapel Cemetery in southern Big 
Cove. As people pass by Uncle 
Perce's tombstone, they always 
recall, "He was one of the best 
men who ever lived."

“Congressmen who willfully 
take actions during wartime 

that damage morale and 
undermine the military are 
satoteurs and should be 

arrested, exiled or hanged!”

President Abraham Lincoln
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A Case of Self 
Defense

from 1883 newspaper

On Friday last, March 23, the 
defendant killed a negro man, 
Jerry Patton, in the Big Cove in 
this county.

On Monday last, he came to 
Huntsville and surrendered him­
self to Sheriff Cooper. Yesterday, 
he was brought before Hon. Wm. 
Richardson for investigation of the 
facts.

The testimony showed that 
defendant had been employed by 
Miss Wade to take charge of her 
farm, and had a contract with 
Jerry to work a portion of the land 
on shares. Jerry been working a 
certain horse, but was taken sick 
and the horse was assigned to an­
other hand. Jerry, hearing this, got 
up and demanded the horse.

Defendant told him that he 
could not get the horse then, but 
might have a mule instead for a 
day or two. Jerry swore he would 
have the horse or die. Jerry, then, 
called defendant a d-d rascal, 
seized a hoe and rushed at him 
and defendant warded it off his 
head with his left arm.

Jerry, drawing his pocket 
knife, struck at defendant, cutting 
a slit about four inches long just 
above the left pocket of 
defendant's vest and a slit in his 

cotton shirt, but not penetrating 
his undershirt. In this perilous po­
sition, defendant drew his Wesson 
pistol and shot Jerry who died in 
about 20 minutes.

Defendant showed marks of 
Jerry's grip on his throat the blow 
of the hoe on his wrist, and his cut
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vest and shirt.

These facts developing a clear 
case of self-defense and justifi­
able homicide, Judge Richardson 
promptly discharged defendant 
saying that he did not feel war­
ranted in sending the case to the 
Grand Jury.
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And/or part D prescriptions 
Available on Disability 
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Southern Sealing & Striping
Specializing in sealing & strip­
ing. We do parking lots, handi­
cap parking and driveways.

Call for free estimates
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Office 881-8337
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News From the Year 1931
News From Huntsville and Around The World

Alabama charges Negro 
Youths with Rape

They have come to be called 
the Scottsboro Boys - nine Negro 
youths, all teenagers but one. 
They were arrested in 
Scottsboro, Alabama, on the 
complaint of some young white 
men, who said that the Negroes 
had driven them off a freight 
train in Chattanooga, Tennes­
see, six days ago.

When the Negroes were ar­
rested in Scottsboro, two young 
white women, Ruby Bates and 
Victoria Price, were also found 
on the train. They were cotton 
mill workers from Huntsville, 
Alabama, going to Memphis to 
look for work, they said. One 
had recently been jailed for 
adultery. Both claimed to have 
been raped by the Negroes. They 
were sent to doctors, neither of 
whom found any evidence of 
rape.

Still, local newspapers were 

outraged. One headline called the 
Negroes "Black Fiends." A mob 
soon formed outside the jail, de­
manding that the Negroes be 
lynched. A trial was quickly ar­
ranged. Heywood Patterson, 19, 
was tried first. It took the jury all 
of 25 minutes to find him guilty. 
The sentence was death.

Will Rogers Refuses 
Degree

Will Rogers declined a Doc­
torate of Humanity and Letters 
from Oklahoma City University. 
Rogers defends his decision. 
"What are you trying to do," he 
reasons, "make a joke out of 
college degrees? They are in bad 
enough repute as it is, without 
handing 'em around to comedi­
ans." However, Rogers said he 
might possibly accept a D.A. 
(Doctor of Applesauce).

Unemployment 
Soars During 
Depression

With unemployment continu­
ing to soar, President Hoover has 
urged Congress to provide up to 
$ 150 million for public works to 
create jobs.

The president of the Ameri­
can Federation of Labor has esti­
mated that about 4.8 million 
Americans are now unemployed, 
an increase of 360,000 in just the 
past month.

In his message to Congress, 
however, the president put the 
nation's jobless rate much lower, 
at about 2.5 million. While voic­
ing concern, he said that the 
United States is much better off 
than the rest of the world. Despite 
the statistics, experts claim the 
economy is sound.
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Al Capone in 
Prison

"Scarface" Al Capone, the 
dapper lord of crime, was sen­
tenced today to 11 years in 
prison for tax evasion. The heavy 
sentence, imposed in a federal 
court in Chicago, stunned the 
city's most notorious gangland 
chieftain. It was the stiffest sen­
tence ever imposed in the 
nation's history for evading in­
come taxes.

In addition to the long term 
in prison, Capone was fined 
$50,000 and ordered to pay 
prosecution costs as well as 
$137,328 in back taxes.

It was perhaps poetic justice 
that taxes, not his other alleged 
crimes such as murder or rack­
eteering, proved to be Capone's 
downfall. Since moving to Chi­
cago from Brooklyn, New York 
just 11 years ago, he had worked 
his way up in the rackets from a 
poorly paid liquor hustler to the 
wealthy chief of the city's gang­
sters, a man who fancied silk 
shirts, expensive flashy suits and 
diamond belt buckles.

It is widely believed, but 
never proven, that he instigated 
such gang-war killings as the St. 
Valentine's Day massacre in 

which members of the rival 
"Bugs" Moran gang were mowed 
down by machine guns last year. 

Empire State 
Building Is 
World’s Tallest

The Empire State Building, 
the world's tallest structure, was 
formally opened today in cer­
emonies that included President 
Hoover and former Governor 
Alfred E. Smith of New York, 
head of the firm that erected the 
building. The Empire State, 
with 86 floors of office space 
topped by a mooring mast for 
passenger dirigibles, towers 
1,245 feet above Fifth Avenue 
and 34th Street in New York. 
Experts say this is the maxi­
mum height for any structure.

The President in Washington 
pushed a button turning on the 
building's lights at 11:30 a.m., just 
minutes after a ribbon was cut to 
open the doors.

Completion of the structure is 
being hailed as a gesture of confi­
dence in the midst of depression. 
The Empire State is expected to 
boost air transport by enabling 
dirigible passengers to debark in 
the center of the city.
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Times Have Changed

Downtown circa 1960
1 - Washington Str.
2 - Courthouse

3 - Clinton Ave.
4 - Bank Big.

5 - Big Spring
6 - Jefferson Str.

MILLER & MILLER Helping to build Huntsville 
for over 50 Years

General Contractors
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Memories
By Herman H. Hunt

I was born in Elon, Alabama 
in 1919. Most people don't know 
where that is - it is between 
Hobbs Island and Bugg Chapel. 
The population was 100 people 
or less. Frank Colburne had a 
grocery store and Charles 
Watson was the County Com­
missioner with the shed at Elon. 
Bush Cemetery at Elon is where 
my people are buried.

I have some really good 
memories of those days. My 
Uncle Erskine told everyone that 
Guntersville dam was going to 
burst. My cousin crawled under 
the floor and attached a wire to 
the radio. He said, "Attention, 
folks, the Dam has broken, head 
for the mountain." It caused 
quite a stir, but wasn't true.

We had a sink hole on our 
land. Someone placed a dummy 
in the hole with shoes sticking 
straight out. Nearly everyone in 
Elon went down there to look 
at the "body." Uncle Erskine said, 
"You ladies stand back." He 
pulled at the shoes and found 
out that it was Just a joke.

I remember our school bus 
had to have the front wheel 
jacked up to be cranked and Mr. 
Ikard carrying his daughter to 
school in a covered wagon.

I went to the Yellow Bank 
2-room schoolhouse at Yellow 
Bank next to Bugg Chapel.

My teachers were Clara Payne 
and Lucille Rice. They both 
boarded at Walter Brannum's 
across from the school. Back 
then, you couldn't be married 
and teach. Mr. Hill, our princi­
pal, oftentimes had to use a boat 
to Yellow Bank school when the 
water would flood and get over 
the road.

New Hope played Bugg 
Chapel in baseball. They sent 
Bugg Chapel a box of cigars, 

saying "How dead is Bugg 
Chapel!" They sent New Hope a 
box saying how crooked New Hope 
was.

I saw the St. Louis Cardi­
nals World Champions play at 
what is now Big Spring in the 
early 30's. They loaned us Dizzy
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Dean, but we still lost really bad. 
Gabby Street was the St. Louis 
manager. He called my father a 
"Jay Bird" one day and that 
resulted in a big fight between the 
two.
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Remembering 
Joe Bradley 
School

by Wayne Ray

Located across the street from the restored 
Merrimack Hall on Triana Blvd, once stood 
a very stately two story brick building. The 
building was built in 1919 by the Merrimack 
Manufacturing Company as a school and 
named after its managing agent, Joseph J. Bra­
dley, Sr. By most accounts Mr. Bradley was 
considered a friend of the mill workers and com­
munity. He was responsible for establishing a 
hospital in the village along with other quality of 
life items.

Mr. Cecil Fann was the first principal from 
1919 to 1921. He was instrumental in adding 
additional grades to the school. Before the pass­
ing of the child labor act, most children were 
expected to work after the 5th or 6th grade. Also, 
village children had to pay a $50.00 non- resi­
dence fee to attend area junior and senior high 
schools. Mr. Fann and others persuaded the 
Merrimack Company to gradually increase the 
grades to allow village children to go beyond the 
6th grade. The company later deeded the school 
over to the Madison County Board of Education 
and later as the city limits grew, it became a city 
school.

In 1962 Ridgecrest Elementary was opened 
and all of the elementary classes from Bradley 
moved there. Joe Bradley became a Junior High 
School until its closing. Mr. E. R. Dubose served 
as the principal from 1921 to its closing in 1967. 
A new addition was added to the rear of the 
building in the 60's giving it more classroom 
space. In the 70's the old building was demol­

ished. Although there is nothing remaining from the 
original building, the late addition still stands.

Most of my pre-college education was spent in pri­
vate schools, but I had the honor to attend Joe Bradley 
from 1963-1965 in the 8th and 9th grades. I say I had 
the honor because I attended with some people I'll never 
forget. I also experienced some life changing events at 
Joe Bradley.

At the time Joe Bradley seemed like a huge com­
plex. I remember its hardwood floors that actually 
were bucking up in places along the long hallway. 
With today's safety rules and regulations, I'm sure 
the school would have been shut down. I don't re­
call anyone tripping and falling on the floors. I re­
member having Algebra I on the first floor. The room 
was the first one on the right side of the building.

My teacher, Mr. Winston, was extremely tall and wore 
very thick glasses. He was the first math teacher I had 
that made sense of the complex world of math. A year 
after I left Joe Bradley, Mr. Winston was found dead in
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his tiny apartment near the old 
Butler High School. Apparently, he 
died from a heart attack during 
his sleep. I wish now that I could 
have told him how easy he made 
Algebra I for me. He seemed old. 
but now I'm sure that he was in 
his late 20s.

My first crush on a teacher 
was Mrs. Barton, my 8th grade 
History teacher. She was young 
and beautiful and drove a 1963 
Chevy Impala. I was in her class 
that historical day on Novem­
ber 22, 1963. After the an­
nouncement was made over the 
intercom that President Kennedy 
has been shot, I saw Mrs. 
Barton cry.

I remember some great 
friends I had at Joe Bradley. 
Friends like Kenneth Reynolds. 
I was a new kid in the 8th grade, 
and Kenneth and I bonded im­
mediately. In fact, he and I got a 
paddling from the coach for 
talking during class. As I recall, 
he called us up to his desk, took 
his paddle out, and gave us a 
few licks.

In those days, punishment 
was swift and sure. You didn't get 
multiple warnings or need a 

phone call home to get permission 
to paddle. I don't think we ever did 
that again. Today, we can only 
have our students "sign the board" 
for talking. We also have to justify
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why we give a student a conduct 
mark. What a change!

Kenneth went on to Butler but 
we stayed in touch a few years 
more. His parents bought a new
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1966 Mustang that he would oc­
casionally get to drive. He would 
come by my house on Hillsboro 
Rd. and we would go shop at Bud's 
Men's Wear located on Jordan 
Lane next to the Ben Franklin 
store.

I was also friends with Roy 
Casey who is now a salesman at Ray 
Pearman's. When we moved to Mem­
phis, I would return to buy a car 
from Roy since he was the most hon­
est car salesman I knew. My mother- 
in-law, Geneva Baeder, decided to 
buy herself a new car in 1980. I 
naturally went to see Roy. It was Roy 
who continued to help 
her out after we moved 
away. She would call 
me about a car issue 
and since I was over 
200 miles away, I 
could call upon Roy 
for help. He would call 
her and sometimes go 
by on his own time to 
check things out.

A very strong 
memory comes from 
my days at Joe Brad­
ley. Several years ago 
I was visiting the Viet­
nam Wall in Washing­
ton, DC. I had heard 
about someone I knew 
from Joe Bradley was 
listed as a MIA. I care­
fully looked through 
the published direc­
tory near the wall and 
located his name. 
Walking to the correct 
panel I located his

name, Prentice Wayne Hicks. Who knew that in five short years 
he would be on patrol in Vietnam and become a MIA. Accounts 
state that Wayne was wounded in combat and was being evacu­
ated. During the evacuation his unit encountered another fight 
and Wayne was separated from the unit. A search and rescue 
effort after the battle found only the stretcher that carried Wayne. 
I remember Wayne as one of the best athletes at Joe Bradley. I 
remember that he wore his letter jacket and most of the girls 
were crazy about him. I'm sure there were other heroes from 
Bradley that went to Vietnam, but Wayne paid the ultimate sac­
rifice for the freedoms we enjoy.

Besides Mrs. Barton, I also had a crush on what I thought 
was the most beautiful girl in school. Her name was Rita Coffey. 
She actually said something to me one day in class and I'm 
sure I made a fool of myself. Anyway, she never knew that I had 
such high regards for her. I also remember another girl from
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ROADS! ROADS! ROADS!
With the phenomenal growth Huntsville and Madison County is experiencing, 

the need for roads has become a critical problem. If we are to continue this 
growth it is vital that our existing roads be updated and new ones built. To 
do so will require the cooperation of the city, county and state governments.

We believe Glenn Watson has the experience to get the job done.
Cecil Ashburn
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one of my classes. I guess her name 
stuck with me because it was so 
unusual. Her name was Kristi 
Krister. I seems like she rode one 
of the green Army school buses to 
school from the Arsenal. Another 
girl I remember was Gloria 
McCullough. Gloria and I attended 
the same church at Huntsville 
Park. We were baptized on the 
same day at the age of 13.

I took band under Mr. 
Goodman. He came to Bradley 
part time from Butler High.

He drove a red 58 or 59 Tri­
umph. I tried to play the drums, but 
he later switched me over to the 
tuba. You had to walk up the mas­
sive staircase to the band room. We 
couldn't play on real drums, so we 
practiced on wooden blocks with a 
rubber pad mounted on top. We did 
have real drumsticks to play with.

I also remember Biology class 
upstairs with Mr. Dortch. Since the 
old building was not air conditioned, 
the windows were open during the 
hot months of school. I was in Biol­
ogy the day I heard sirens coming 
down Triana. The closer they got, the 
more I became convinced that the 
police was coming for me.

You see, a few weeks prior I had 
borrowed a friend's Honda 50. It 
didn't have a tag on it, so one of 
Huntsville's finest stopped me and 
gave me a ticket. Since I was at the 
ripe old age of 14, I was sure that 
I would be arrested for commit­
ting such a serious offense. I went 
to town the next day and paid the 
$10.00 fine. The police department

was located in one of the old 
historical houses downtown. 
I think at one time it had 
served as a funeral home.

Most kids walked to Joe 
Bradley, including myself and 
my cousins Lee and Glenn 
Benson. I joined the elite force 
of the school patrol boys. I 
thought I was with the FBI get­
ting to wear a badge and stop 
traffic! We had student patrol 
officers who inspected us every 
morning. Our patrol belts had 
to be clean and our badges

shiny. Those kinds of events just 
don't happen in most schools 
today.

A lot of the older guys rode 
motorcycles to school. The of­
ficial parking lot for bikes was 
in the lot on the right side of 
school. I remember bikes like 
the Honda Scrambler and 
Dream 150. There may have 
been one Harley 125, but the 
Japanese bikes ruled. I rode a 
big Allstate Moped and never 
dared to drive it on the lot. Boys 
like Bill Johnson, who worked

AL-269

Peace of Mind
G & G Smart Systems, Inc. 

5510 Hwy 53 - Suite B 
Harvest, AL 35749 

smarthme@AOL.com

.. .is just one call away.
Security - Fire - Medical - Video

Greg Petrone 852-3005

i’lr HUNTSVILLE
XHF FIRE EQUIPMENT

Come visit us at our new location - 2107 Meridian St.

Call Sue Ann Childers
Complete Fire Extinguisher and Hood System 

Service & Installation.

534-7676
24 Hour Emergency Service

mailto:smarthme@AOL.com


at the Honda shop, would have laughed 
at my ride and word may have gotten 
back to Rita Coffey.

Just like most boys at Bradley, I had 
a paper route. We would meet at the pa­
per shack located in a small shed on 
Drake Ave. in the village. Having a pa­
per route gave me spending money and 
also connected me with some of the coolest 
guys around. Guys like Eddie Cooker who 
had a black Honda 90. 1 think Eddie ran 
for a local political office in Huntsville 
awhile back. The one lone Harley belonged 
to a guy with the last name of Berry. It was 
a two-toned Harley 125, but to me it was 
cooler than a police bike.

Parents in those days stuck with their 
words. I remember one guy whose last 
name was Ford. He had a new Honda Su­
per 50. It was red and I would have done 
anything to own it. Anyway, he had gotten 
into some trouble at home and his parents 
made him sell it. It seems like he had to 
sell it because of bad grades. I had classes 
with the Cheatham girl whose dad owned 
the Honda dealership on Clinton Ave. It 
wasn't Honda cars since they hadn't made 
it to the U. S. yet. I still remember the 
painted sign in the window saying that a 
new Honda 50 was $289.00!

My experiences have stayed with me 
for a lifetime. I would love to walk 
through the halls of Joe Bradley again, 
but my memories make it come alive

Cats are smarter than dogs. You 
sure won’t get eight cats to pull 

a sled through snow.

A Bad Excuse
from 1913 newspaper

W.G. Maloney, a young man ar­
rested today for riding trains con­
trary to the law, claimed in the po­
lice court this morning that he was 
making a study of the underworld 
and became a hobo in order to get 
a closer view.

Mayor Smith imposed a 20 day 
sentence and informed him that he 
would be given every opportunity 
to make a study of hobos and the 
underworld while serving on the 
chain gang. He also warned Maloney 
to think of a better excuse next time.
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Don’t take your gun to town
Two men, John Battles and James Davis, are resid­

ing in the Huntsville jail after a failed burglary of Masters 
Store. The men attempted to gain entrance by breaking a 
window. As Battles climbed through the opening a pistol 
fell from his pocket and discharged, wounding Davis in 
the leg. Davis then pulled his own pistol and shot Battles, 
also in the leg. The gun shots quickly attracted a crowd 
and the bandits were apprehended. They are currently 
sharing the same cell. „

from 1891 newspaper

I Pruitt Sammy Pruitt
Ph. 256-990-0058

I email: emtspruitt@aol.com

Free Estimates

One Time Cuttings & Scheduled 
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and access ramp pricing

Military, Healthcare Providers, and Public Safety Discounts

MOOREHEADTAX 
SERVICE

& BOOKKEEPING
The Moorehead family has owned & 

operated Income tax preparation and book­
keeping services in this location since 1962.

Call for an appointment to have your 2007 
Income taxes prepared. Bring this ad in when 
you have your taxes prepared and receive a 
$10 discount.

Come in and talk with us about monthly 
accounts, weekly payrolls, and quarterly 
reporting. We can assist you with all your 
business needs.

3912 Bob Wallace SW 
Huntsville, Alabama 35805 

256-536-4515

mailto:emtspruitt@aol.com
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A Yankee 
Confederate

Of all the Civil War veterans 
who called Huntsville home, 
Maj. S. F. Sweinhart must have 
been the most unusual.

Major Sweinhart was a 
member of an Ohio volunteer 
regiment and had participated 
in some of the bloodiest fight­
ing of the war. While stationed 
in Alabama, he was captivated 
by the warm climate and the 
natural beauty of the Tennessee 
Valley.

When the war was finally 
over and the soldiers had 
stacked arms for the last time, 
Major Sweinhart moved to 
Huntsville, deter­
mined to make it 
his home. Feelings 
were running high at 
the end of the war, 
so it is not surpris­
ing that he was 
greeted with scowls 
and bitterness.

“Damn Yankee,” 
the Huntsville na­
tives would say as 
they passed him on 
the streets. “Damn 
Rebels,” the Major 
would mutter under 
his breath, while 
looking straight 

Center for Hearing, LLC
7531 S. Memorial Parkway Suite C Huntsville,Al 35802

Phone (256) 489-7700

• Free Hearing Tests and Consultations
• Zero down financing with low payments
• Competitive pricing
• Service and repair of all brands and makes of aids
• Hearing aid batteries
• Appointments - Monday thru Friday from (8:00 am 

until 5:00 pm) and Saturday upon request

 00508041

Maurice Gant, BC-HIS
Board Certified Hearing 

Instrument Specialist

ahead.
But time has a way of heal­

ing all wounds and as the Ma­
jor grew into old age, he began 
taking his place on the old court­
house bench, reliving and re­
fighting the battles of his youth. 
An old Yankee officer and old 
Confederate veterans, with noth­
ing in common except the blood 
spilled on battlefields years be­
fore.

Slowly the town began to ac­
cept the old soldier and the 
scowls he used to encounter on 
the streets turned to smiles. 
Sweinhart became involved in 
community affairs and became 
active in veterans affairs. Of 
course the only other veterans 
in Huntsville were ex-Confeder- 
ates.

In 1927 Major S. F.

ASIAN
PERSUASION
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Miu Miu
Ferragamo
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Sweinhart was awarded the 
highest accolade ever given to a 
Yankee by Confederate veterans. 
The story can best be told by a 
newspaper article of the day.

“Maj. Sweinhart was invited 
this week to attend a dinner given 
by the Daughters of the Confed­
eracy to members of the Egbert

IWMfOROlDlWllf ft

132 Jetplex Lane 
Madison, AL 35758 
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(256) 489-7837



Jones Camp of Confederate Veterans at the 
home of Robert A. Moore, acting Adjutant 
for the Third Brigade, Alabama Division. 
He was welcomed with hand clasps and 
smiles.” After dinner, the old veterans in­
vited him to attend their business meeting.

When discussions lagged a little, Maj. 
Sweinhart, who had remained in a corner 
deep in thought, rose and stood at atten­
tion. “Men,” he said, with a shake in his 
voice, “I’ve lived down here so long I feel 
like I belong here.” His voice quivered again 
as he added, “And by golly, I want to 
belong to you.” The Confederate veterans 
gave a hearty cheer, and one of them pro­
posed Maj. Sweinhart for membership. 
The proposal was accepted immediately 
and “the major” was accepted as a mem­
ber of the camp by unanimous vote.

“He now belongs to the Egbert Jones 
Camp of Confederate veterans and is 
believed to be the only Union soldier in the 
country who has experienced such a trans­
formation.”

When Major Sweinhart died, an 
honor guard consisting of Confederate 
veterans stood guard during the funeral 
ceremony.

His body is buried in Maple Hill Cem­
etery, next to the other veterans he had 
grown to love.
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REWARD
A $ 10 reward will be paid to anyone recovering the horse 

belonging to my husband E Lowry. It was lost Saturday 
night somewhere in the town limits while he was in a state of 
intoxication. from 1901 newspaper

------a------ b wl
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Need Home Care ?
NO PLACE LIKE HOME specializes in locating, screening and placing

qualified caregivers who meet the needs of your loved ones.

Owned and Operated by
Cynthia D. Hieronymi

SPECIALITY SERVICES INCLUDE: NO PLACE
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“Every human being, regardless of their situation in life, deserves to be cared for 
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News from 1893
• A local leader of the Scottsboro Temperance 

Society was unable to attend the meeting last week. 
He had been arrested for public intoxication.

• The city of Guntersville has a ladies’ society 
called the “Sisters of Silence.” It has two members, 
and they are both deaf and dumb.

• A farmer near Hazle Green is advertising for 
a wife. The last four did not work out.

• A fight broke out at Maple Hill Cemetery when 
it was discovered that the deceased was wearing a 
new suit which the widow had stolen from her 
brother.

• The local editor of the Florence paper fell 
asleep while crossing the river in a ferry boat the 
other day, and when he awoke he owed the company 
$13.70, at$.10 atrip.

• A very wealthy farmer of Decatur has this 
Notice pasted up in his field: “If any man’s or woman’s 
cows or oxens gits in these here otes, his or her tail 
will be cut off as the case may be.”

• A Huntsville minister was dismissed when it 
was discovered that he did not believe the warning 
against the wages of sin did not apply to him.

• A father near New Market is preparing to send 
his daughter to Nashville in search of a husband.

All the eligible local beaus are cousins.
• A home near Gurley was destroyed 

when its owner used dynamite to get rid of a 
family of rats.

• John Depree is once again a guest of the 
city lock up, this time charged with bathing in 
the Big Spring in his natural state.

He has been arrested 33 times in the past 
three years.

2733 Ranch
Local to Madison County

Beef Halves $2.99 per pound (Includes processing) 
Beef halves average 240 pounds
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When your elderly loved one needs assistance 
either temporarily or on an ongoing basis, Home 
Buddies provides the highest quality care for 
seniors, helping to maintain independence.

• Care in your own home, in the hospital, and in 
assisted living facilities

• Experienced elder care workers
Transportation to activities, shopping, 
errands, and appointments, helping seniors
stay active and involved
Household chores and meal preperation 
Convalescent care during recovery from 
surgery or injury 
Day and overnight care 
Companionship
You can own a Home Buddies in your 
region! If you want to be a part of 
"The Caring Connection” and touch 
people's lives, Home Buddies is a 
unique business opportunity for you.

(256) 882-1299 
email:

homebuddies@comcast.net 
www.homebuddies.com

yahoo.com
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Southwest Florida Homes for 
Less than Construction Cost!!

Have you ever thought about having a vacation or retirement home where the Winters are so 
mild that you can pursue your outdoor activities year-round? Now is the time to do just that. 
Southwest Florida, in particular, Cape Coral, Florida has a huge inventory of brand new homes 
that are unsold and never lived in due to the downturn in the housing market. Many are short 
sales (pre-foreclosure). Most of these homes are brand new and are owned by investors from 
out of state, many of which have never been seen by the investor.

There are brand new homes selling for as little as $120,000. These are not inexpensive homes 
either. These are 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2 car garage with appliances, security system and in- 
ground irrigation systems. The homes I refer to are built between 2005 and 2008 and are built 
to the Miami-Dade hurricane code. For not much more you can have a pool.

Cape Coral has 400 miles of canals, both freshwater and saltwater. If you decide on a waterfront 
home you can fish from your backyard and catch a wide variety of fish. If you are a golfer, 
championship golf courses are in every direction and the winter is the most popular season.

If you are a fisherman, it is a fisherman's paradise. You are minutes from Boca Grande, the 
Tarpon Capital of the world. Also the beaches of Sanibel, Venice, Ft. Myers, Captiva and many 
more are close by. Lake Okeechobee is 60 miles away and a day trip for bass fishermen.

I am an old Huntsville resident, born in Huntsville Hospital (when it was a small brick building), 
graduated from Huntsville High School and still have many family members and friends that 
live in the area. I will exchange e-mails with MLS listings with pictures for you to review. Also, 
I will mail you maps and information on this area. I welcome the opportunity to talk with you 
and help you with your dream home.

Average Winter Temps are 83 (Nov.), 78 (Dec.), 77 (Jan.), 76 (Feb.) and 82 (Mar.)

Charles Sanders

Ph. (239) 898-9023
KELLER WILLIAMS,

REALTY

email: charlessanders@kw.com.
Web Site: www.SandersRealEstateTeam.com

mailto:charlessanders@kw.com
http://www.SandersRealEstateTeam.com


When life wo? pimple

These Dallas Mill employees probably did not have much reason to smile when they 
posed for a photo in 1907. A law passed that year limited the work hours of youngsters, 
ages 12,13 and 14, to sixty hours per week. That same year the Colored Infirmary opened 
on Oak Avenue and all saloons in Huntsville were ordered to close. The city also passed 
a tax on dogs and hired it’s first dog catcher to enforce the ruling.

Those days are long gone, but the folks at Propst Drug store still 
believe in offering the same dedicated, personal service that makes 
our city a special place to live.

“Old Tyme Friendly Service” 717 Pratt Ave. NE
Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 days a week 

(256) 539-7443
* One Hour Photo *

US Gov’t. Post Office 
UPS Shipping
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