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No Place
For A
Hero

Napoleon once said that
heroic eonditions make heroie
men. If that statement is true,
then there were many such
heroes during those first days
when the outcome of the war
lay in the hands of a few un-
shaven, frostbitten infantry-
men. Thoughts of Christmas,
and of going home, were
pushed aside as war weary men
once again rose to their duty.

One of those men was Staff
Sergeant Paul Bolden.
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In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J .M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly earrying on the same tradition.

While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more
employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers
insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the
same location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
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No Place
For A Hero

There was nothing about the
young soldier that could have
been considered extraordiinmmnyy.
On the contrary he was quiet,
almost bashful and his slow,
Southern drawl belied the shy-
ness of a country boy who felt
ill at ease wearing the stripes of
a stafff sergeant.

Even as a young boy, Paul
Bolden never doubted that one
day he would be called upen to
serve his ecountiy. The child of
sharecropper parents, he had
been raised as a son of the
South, where duty and heneor
was a birthright and heritage,
Regardless of how rich or how
poor, it was something you
believed in.

When Bolden was called up
in the draft at the beginning of
World War I, he never questioned
his obligation. With his occupation
as a farmer he eould have easily
received a deferment. Many other
young men in Madison Coumtyy,
fearful of receiving draft notices,
had already decided that follow-
ing the wrong end of a mule was
preferable to earrying a rifle and
slogging through mud in some far
away countiy.

Instead, on the designated day,

Bolden rose before daylight and
after kissing his mother good-bye
and carrying the lunch she had
packed for him in a tin pail, be-
gan the long walk to town.

Paul Bolden was later
deseribed by his superiors as a
"natural soldier." Coming from
a large family, he easily fit into
the Army’'s regimentation and
his quiet and umquestioning
manner made him popular with
his fellow soldiers. Years of
hunting squirrels and rabbits
around Hobbs Island had made
him as comfortable with
weapons as were the clothes on
his back.

When the Allies launched the
invasion of Eurepe in 1944,
there was instant jubilation in
the free world. People everywhere
predicted the war would be over
by Christmas. The Huntsville
newspaper confidently pre-
dicted, "The struggle is won; all
that is left is the mopping up!”

For the seldiers landing on
the beaches of France however,
the war had just begun. The next
six months would be an unend-
ing horror of close-up combat,
the kind that only riflemen ecan
ever experience. Mud, fatigue
and death became daily compan-
ions while the shadow of fear
hung over every battlefield like
a dark shadowy fog.

‘T was afraid the first day in
eombat,” Bolden later recalled,
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‘and I was afraid up to the last
minute of the last day."

The 30th Infantry Division,
of which Bolden was a member,
fought its way across France,
from hedgerow to hedgerow and
from village to village, meeting
a strong and determined Ger-
man resistance at every point.
Oftentimes progress would be
measured in feet, rather than
miles, and marked by bodies
rather than milestones.

Though Bolden had taken
much teasing about his rural
background (his nickname was
Alabama), the other soldiers
soon learned to depend on the
eool judgement of the “country
boy." While many other ser-
geants led by ordering, Bolden
led by example; frequently ex-
posing himselff to danger rather
than asking his men to take the
risk.

By anyone's standards, Staff
Sergeant Paul Bolden was the
embodiment of a fighting man.

In a small village in France
he won the Bronze Star for Valor.
A short time later, in another
nameless village, he was
awarded another Bronze Star.
Another village and another
battle won him the Silver Star,
followed soon afterwards by two
more Bronze Stars for Valor.

As the German Armies
retreated from France, there was
a sense everywhere that the war
was winding down. Thoughts of

In 1939 Huntsville was recov-
ering from the Great Depression.
Money was hard to come by and

the next day's combat were re-
placed with visions of going
home. Even the Huntsville news-
paper, while still carrying the
war news, was devoting more
space to the events that would
follow the surrender.

In December of 1944, Bolden
and his squad were encamped
in Pitit Coo, Belgium, a seem-
ingly safe place where they could
realistically expect to gain a much-
needed rest before embarking on
the final push into Germamny. Un-
beknownst to them, however, the
German High Command had
other plans for the small hamiet.

With much ef Europe already
in the hands of the Allies, and
Germany's future hanging by a
thread, Hitler decided on a bold
gamble to regain the lost territory
and stop the Allies' advance. The
offensive would become known as
the Battle of the Bulge and Petit
Coo was destined to become
ground zero.

The German army cut a
swath of destruction through the
allied forces that was unparal-
leled in modern military history.
Within heours, soldiers who
thought they were far behind

% was very upset that my
favorite on Ameriecan ldel
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enemy lines found themselves
captives ofthe fast moving SS and
Panzer troops. Whole companies
and divisions were completely
surrounded and cut off. Adding to
the disarray was the freezing
weather and blizzard conditions
described by many as one of the
worst winters in history.
Napoleon once said that
heroic conditions make heroic
men. Ifthat statement is true, then
there were many such heroes
during those first days when the
outcome of the war lay in the
hands of a few unshaven, frost-
bitten infantrymen. Thoughts of
Christmas, and of going home,
were pushed aside as war-weary
men once again rose to their duy.
One of those men was Staff
Sergeant Paul Bolden, who on
Deeember 23 was pinned down
in a muddy ditch by withering
fire from a nearby farm house.
His eompany had already taken
many casualties from the house,
and was being pounded by heavy
mortar and tank fire. To remain
in the ditch meant certain death,
but to move was just as deadlky.
Perhaps the best way to de-
seribe what happened next is to
quote directly from Bolden's
service record the action for
which he was awarded the
Congressional Medal of Honor.

"He voluntarily attacked a
formidable enemy strong point
in Petit Coo, Belgium, on 23
December, 1944, when his com-
pany was pinned down by ex-
tremely heavy automatic and

small arms fire coming from a
house two-hundred yards to the
front. Mortar and tank artillery
shells pounded the unit, when
Stafff Sgt. Bolden and a comrade,
on their ewn initiative, moved for-
ward into a hail ofbullets to elimi-
nate the ever-increasing fire from
the German position. Crawling
ahead to close with what they
knew was a powerfully armed,
vastly superior force, the pair
reached the house and teok up
assault positions; S/Sgt. Bolden
under a window, his comrade
across the street where he could
deliver covering fire.

In rapid succession, S/Sgt.
Bolden hurled a fragmentation
grenade and a white phosphorous
grenade into the building. Then,
fully realizing that he faced tre-
mendous odds, rushed to the
door, threw it open and fired into
thirty-five SS troopers who were
trying to reorganize themselves
after the havoc wrought by the
grenades.

Twenty Germans died under
fire of his sub-machine gun be-
fore he was struck in the shoul-
der, chest, and stomach by part
of a burst which killed his com-
rade across the street. He with-
drew from the house, waiting for
the surviving Germans to come
out and surrender. When none
appeared in the doorwzy, he sum-
moned his ebbing strength, over-
came the extreme pain he suf-
fered and boldly walked back into
the house, firing as he went.

He had killed the remaining
fifteen enemny soldiers when his
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ammumnition ran out. S/Sgt.
Bolden's heroic advance against
great odds, his fearless assault,
and his magnificent display of
courage in reentering the building
where he had been severely
wounded, cleared the path for his
company and insured the success
of its mission."

When the rest off the platoon
advanced on the position, they
discovered Bolden lying in a
bloody and erumpled heap, a
machine gun still clutched tightly
in his hands. Inside the wrecked
house were the bodies of 35
dead SS men.

A medic was quickly sum-
moned and Bolden was trans-
ported to a field hospital. The
harried doctors, after examin-
ing his wounds and failing to
get a pulse, shook their heads
and motioned for the orderlies
to move the body inte the next
room where a makeshift morgue
had been set up.

Several hours later while
orderlies were placing another
bedy in the room, one of them
thought he saw a movement
from Beolden. After carefully
watching the body for a few mo-
ments, he hurriedly summoned

Office Relocation
Records Storage
Guaranteed Pick-up &
Delivery Dates

Owner on Every Job
Commercial & Residential

All Types
Free Estimates

Licensed, Bonded & lnsured

the doctors who confirmed that
Bolden was still alive.

Years later Bolden would con-
fide to a friend that he still suf-
fered from nightmares about
being left for dead.

Staiff Sergeant Paul Bolden
returned to a Huntsville that was
already trying to put the war be-
hind it and move ahead to the fu-
ture. Times were changing rapidly
and there wasn’t much need for
heroes any more.

“Yeah, they had a parade,”
one old-timer remembered,
“and all the peoliticians made
speeches and shook his hand
and had their pieture taken with
him. But when the musie died
down most people just forgot
about him.

‘Later on, Paul must have
traveled every road in this county
trying to get a job, but he just
wasn't qualified for anything.
Oh, people were glad to pat him
on the back and offer to buy him
a drink, but there just weren’t that
many jobs for a person whose
only skill was killing people.”

Bolden and his wife Violet were
invited to a special White House
eeremony where President
Truman personally awarded him

HALL BROTHERS MOVING

Packaging & Crating

Antigues & Pianos 4 Hall Brothers H
Load & Unload : Moving
& ahi%%ﬁ@@étﬁ&um?
-~ hAHTypesof |
North A 1 Moving

We Still Believe In Custorner Service!

the Medal of Honor. After placing
the ribbon around Paul's neck, the
President stared at it for a long
moment before finally saying,
'T would rather have this medal
than be President of the United
States.”

GAS LOG SALE!

Wide selection of
Vented or Vent-Free
Gas Logs

HOME & HEARTH, INC.

Srare 1981

Firesets, Screens,
Grates & Fireplace
Accessories

2611 University Drive
Hunteville Al 35816
534-1715 - 534-8199
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Bolden had always been ex-
tremely shy and now the events
ofthe war, combined with winning
the Medal of Honot, seemed to
make him draw further into
himseif. Unable to find a job, he
returned to sharecropping in an
atternpt to earn a living. He
refused to talk about the war, or
the medal.

This created even more prob-
lems for Bolden, as only a person
raised in the striet social structure
of a small Southern town could
realize. People he had known for
years, other sharecroppers, now
shunned him saying that being
famous made him "uppity." On the
other hand, many people went out
of their way to eriticize Bolden,
saying "you would expect a Medal
of Honor winner to make some-
thing eut off his life besides being
a sharecropper.”

There was no longer a place
for a hero in his own home
town.

Frustrated, Bolden followed
the path of thousands of other
people from North Alabama
who went to Chicago to work in
the factories. Even there, he
eould net find the anonymity he
craved. Invariably, a co-worker,
or a neighber would ask, “Aren't
you the same Belden who...."

The next question would al-
ways be, "What are you doing
working here?"

The truth is that Bolden
probably eould have capitalized
on his medal ifhe had so desired.

“There were always people
with seme kind of scheme, want-
ing him to do this or that," a friend

remembered, "but they didn't re-
ally want Paul. They just wanted
to use his medal to make money
and Paul didn't feel right about it."

As war clouds gathered in
Korea, Bolden, despite being forty
percent disabled, talked the War
Department into letting him re-
enlist. Possibily, he felt he was re-
turning to the one job he was good
at. Years later, when asked about
his decision to return to the mili-
tary, he simply said, “There was a
war going on."

If he had hopes of returning
to the military as a warrior, his
hopes were soon dashed when
the War Department decided to
use him for publieity purposes. At
one point he was called on to give
a speech. Reluctantly, he rose
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We now have the first phase of

Valley View Cemetery

open with 100 acres reservad for
future development.

(256) 534-8361

Phone (258) 830-9160
Fax (256) 430-0881

i InterSouth
properiizs
“Leasing and Managing Huntsville’s Premier Office Buildings’

* Park West Center :
* University Square Business Cente
*8215 Madison Blvd. :
* Highland Office Park

Visit us at www.intersouth-properties.com

Shaver’s

Top 10 Books

of Local &
Regional Inferest

1. Red Helmet - A West Vir-
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2. Historic Photos of
Huntsville by Jacque Gray Reeves
$39.95

3. Life Along a Dirt Road:
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learned in the rural Seuth by
Pastor Harold Fanning  $12.99

4. The Civil War Journal of
Mary Jane Chadick; Huntsville
during the Civil War, by Nancy Rohr
$16.95

5. Wihen Spirits Walk: Ghosts
of Hazel Green, Dallas Mill & more
by Jacque Gray $15.95

6. Why is it Named That? 250
Place Names in Huntsville/Madison
County (new edition with a
few corrections) by Dex Nilsson
$13.95

7. 52 Weekends in the Ten-
nessee Valleyby Charles & Daniel
Frew 24.95

8. Killingsworth Cove on
Hurricane Creek by Joe Floyd
Broyles $12.95

9. True Tales of Old Madison
County by Virgll (Pat) Jones $7.95

10. Lily Flagg: Hunisville’s
Famous Cow by Doris Gilbreath
$13.95

Shaver's Books

Now located in Railroad

Station Antiques
315 Jefferson St.
(Across from Railroad Station
Roundhouse)

(256) 503-6808 (Cell)

shavers @ mindspring.com

Mail orders add $2.50 per/book
Alabama residents add 8% tax



http://www.intersouth-properties.com
mindspring.com

from his chair and after going to
the podium, stood for a long time
looking at the assembled crowd.

“They told me I can talk about
anything [ want to," he said, "but
after listening to all these other
people, I don't have much to say
so if you don't mind, I'll just sit
back down."

Though the military authori-
ties were mortified, the crowd
loved the bashful young country
boy who didn’t mind telling the
truth. It was, however, the end of
his speaking career.

After spending another six
years in the militairy, Bolden re-
turned to Huntsville. Again he
was eursed in his efforts to
locate a job. Though Redstone
Arsenal was beginning to build up
and there was a shortage efwork-
ers, no one had an interest in
hiring a warrior with no
peacetime skills.

“Paul applied at every office
on the Arsenal,” recalled a
friend, "but people would leok
at his education and his back-
ground and that would be it. I
tried to get Paul to tell them who
he was, and about the medal,
but he wouldn't do it. Said it
wouldn’t be right.”

Fortunately, there were still
a few people who believed in
heroes. When a Colonel, a
grizzled old World War II vet-
eran, heard about Bolden being
turned down for a job, he
immediately demanded to know
why.

"He wasn't qualified," replied
the personnel clerk, "and, besides,
all these other applications are in
front efhis.”

“Not any morel” Yelled the
Colonel in a voice loud enough to

“Next Thursday wiil be
tryouts for the ehaoi.
They need all the help they
ean get.”

Seen in loeal Chureh bulletin

be heard across a sizable part of
the Arsenal. Grabbing the other
applications from the clerk's
hands, he angrily threw them into
anearby trash can. 'You don't ask
a man like Paul Bolden what his
qualifications are. He's already
proved them and people like you
better be damn grateful!”

Paul Bolden spent his final
years working as a microphotog-
rapher at Redstone Arsenal.
Glenn Brooks, a co-worker, de-
seribed Bolden as a quiet, un-
assurning man who refused to
be drawn inte any eonversation
about his past.

‘It always amazed me," re-
called Brooks, "how people
worked next to him every day
withoeut having the slightest idea
he had been awarded the nation's
highest honeor."

Oceasionally there would be
a brief item about him in the

Old Piumtsville Page §

Fueniture

Factory
Bar & Grill

Open at
11:00 a.m.
for Lunch!

Happy Hour Drink Specials!

Visit our Patio - one ofthe
mest popular places in town!

Live Entertainment
Wed., Fri. & Saturday

Open Tues. - Sat. for fine dining
and your enjoyment.
(2586) 539-s001
619 Meridian Street

LAwREN'S

809 MADISON STREET
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

BRIDAL REGISTRY

China, Crystal, Silver, Pewter, Table
Linen, Cookware.
Decorative Accessories, Invitations and
Announcements, Lenox China & Crystal,
Fine Linens & Cottons For Bed & Bath.




Old Huatsville Page 10

papers, such as when President
Kennedy honored him at the White
House. For the most part, how-
ever, Bolden tried to remain in the
background, refusing to even give
interviews.

One of the few people he feit
comfortable with was Audie
Murplyy, a movie star and also a
winner of the Medal of Honor.
Theywould often visit one another,
spending hours talking about al-
most everything... except the war.
Perhaps there were some things
heroes did not need to talk about.

Many people who knew him
said that the older he got, the
more the war preyed on his
mind. His wounds began both-
ering him again and every pain
brought back memories ofa cold
wintry day in Petit-Coo, Belgium.

Sometimes, seeking relief

from the mermories that were
haunting him, he would take ref-
uge in the dark corner of a bar
where he would sit silently for
hours, not talking to anyone, wait-
ing for the aleohol to numb his
senses and the memories.

Ed Norton, an old time
Huntsville policeman, remem-
bered talking to Bolden one night

in a bar. "He wasn't the kind of
man to talk much, but I kept at
him to tell me what happened.
Finally, after several drinks, he
looked at me; I still remember the
pain on his face that night."

"I didn't deserve the Medal of
Honor," Bolden said in a low
whisper. "Those boys that died,
they were the heroes."

1112 6th Avenue, SE
Decatur, Al 35601
(256) 353-2503
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Paul Bolden died in May of
1979. Shertly before his death,
in a reflective mood, he told his
wife that he, and people like
him, would soon be forgotten.
“People will go on to other things,"
he said, “and there will be no place
for old soldiers like me."

He was right. Two Purple
Hearts, four Bronze Stars for
Valor, a Silver Star and the
Congressional Medal of Honor,
and few people in his hometown
even remember his name.

“A government that robs
Peter to pay Paul ean
always depend on the

support of Paul.”

George Bernard Shaw

Merrimack Ml Info Needed

| found this bit of information in
an old book and wonder if any of
your readers can offer more info:

“1905 at Merrirmack Mill,

The deaths of Margaret and
Clem Casteel, 125 Pike St., Hunts-
ville, July 28, 1905.

Floyd Casteel and C. V. Casteel,
125 Pike St., died Sep. 20, 1905.

Christina Jet died Sep. 20,1905,
Merrimack, One Pike Street 125.”

If you have info please email me
at wicomp@whidbey.net

Busy Session
Held by City
Council Last
Night

Jrom 1906 Newspaper

- Mayor Smith stated that on
the advice of John Wesley, a pav-
ing expert, the entire cost of the
paving will be passed on to the
property owners. The paving or-
dinanee was changed effective
immediatielky.

- Permission was granted the
owners of the little frame build-
ing on Washington Street occu-
pled by the Davis Tin Shop for
roofing the building with tin.

- The members of the Fire
Department will be allowed
vacation for the summer.

- By a vote of the eouncil,
weter meters will be placed on
the pipe furnishing water to the
livery stables.
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The Hanging of
Mills Jenkins

by Evelyn Hayden Hodge

Mills Jenkins was born 13 January, 1805 in Bertie
County, North Carolina. He came with his parents,
brothers, and sister to Madison County in the early
1800s and settled in what is now known as Big Cove.
Mills Jenkins grew up to be a respected citizen and a
prosperous farmer.

During the Civil War, cotton was such a neces-
sary eommodity that buyers paid for it in gold. Also
during the war there was a group of men in Madison
County known as scalawags, who had pledged alle-
glanece to the Union only so they ecould prey on their
nelghbors. They would hang around the eotton mar-
ket and make mental notes of who sold cotton that
day. Then that night they would call on them and rob
them of their momney.

Mills Jenkins took a wagon load of cotton to
Huntsville to sell, and he too was paid in gold. He

Al

had heard about the scalawags and how they took

peoples’ momey, so he was determined that they would {
not get his. It's European!
After he arrived home that afternoon, he took his 964 Airport Road ¢ 880-9920

daughter with him out to the pasture gate. There he

Look younger
than your daughter!

Clayton Marcus
Best Chair

Hickory Hill
Jamison Bedding

NutriMimnC' RES

Skin Care System Used Dalily
The Results are Obvious...
Yeunger, Fitiner Looking Skin!
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Bhone: 534-4949 Sat. 9-5




lifted a piece of timber, which he had buried
between the gateposts. He put his gold coins in
the trench and replaced the timber on top of
them. He told his daughter that if anything
should happen to him she would know where
the money was.

Just as he had suspected, along in the night,
he heard “Hello, Hello.” Mills pulled on his
clothes and went outside. There they were -
masked and on horseback. They told him they
wanted his gold. He told them that he wasn’t
going to give it to them. They insisted, and he
still refused. They threatened him, but he stood
firm.

When the scalawags realized Jenkins was not
going to talk they took him eut to the pasture
through the very gate where he had hidden his
gold. There, after trying again to make him
talk, they hanged him from a tree. When they
thought he was dead, they cut him down and
left him lying,

Sometime later, the dew and the eool night
air helped to revive him. After he regained
consciousness and made it back to the house
he told his family what had happened. Though
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he assured them that he was all
right, he deecided to spend the
rest of the night under the hay
in the barn, just in ecase they
came back looking for him. He
later said that he recognized
some of the men by their voices ||}
but he never sought revenge.

Mills Jenkins lived aneother
twelve years until his death at
age 70. His hanging was Jjust
another eruel ineident in a war
where neighbors fought neigh-
bors.

“If you mess up, it's not

Alabama
Coin & Silver

|
BUYING - SELLING - TRADING ’
ESTATE APPRAISALS ’

[

Charles Cataldo, Jr. Owner
Ph. (256) 536-0262
912 Bob Wallace Ave.
Huntsville, Alabama

your parents’ fault, so den'’t
whine about your mistakes,
learn from them.”

Bill Gates

€, Gaarvin Feed & Seed
Lawn & Garden Supplies

Dine-in or Carry-out!

Yes! We Cater!!!

883-0187
- . 4800 Whitesburg Drive
chicon is 533.7509
KW 800 Hoimes Ave. Five Points
484-7811
Madison

On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart
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The Lady
Was a
Prisoner

by Dick Turpin

It was January 1865, and the
bloody War Between the States
seemed to be finally to be draw-
ing to a close. In Virginia, Lee's
outnumnbered army was dug in at
Petersburg in a last ditch defense
of Richmond.

Meanwhile, Sherman's van-
dal army was pillaging its way
through the Carolina's, with
little the South eould do to stop
him. Here in Huntsvllle, the real
fighting seemed far away. How-
ever, the bold partisan eavalry of
Colonel Lemuel Mead eontinued
to inform the Yamkees they still
weren't welcome in North
Alabama.

The last day of 1864, Mead's
partisans had ecaptured the en-
tire Company G of the 18th Wis-
econsin Infantry and burned the
railroad bridge at Paint Rock.
Now, enly weeks later, Yankee
tempers were boiling heot again.
Why, those damned Rebels had
ecaptured and burned two Union
wagon trains in two days!

But vengeance was now at
hand, thought Union Lieutenant
Colonel Bedan B. MecDanald,
Commander of the veteran 101st
Ohio Infantiry, MeDanald had
learned his lessons under the
ruthless Sherman.

Recently arrived in Hunts-
ville, the 10lst had promptly
suffered the indignity of having
their own forage wagons cap-
tured by Mead. MeDanald felt he
was just the man to teach these
Alabamians a lesson they would
never forget.

On the evening of January
17, 1865, MeDanald led a de-
tachment of his foot soldiers
down Big Cove Road. Many of

the Ohio soldiers grumbled, but
their colonel told them to keep
quiet. “You'll have plenty of time
to sleep after you've caught those
thieving Rebels,” he said. Scout-
ing for the 101st were 25 men
from the 15th Pennsylvania Cav-
alry. Their local guide was the
hated turncoat Ben Harris, a
cold blooded killer. Harris and
MeDanald must have gotten
along well together.

The 101st Ohio spent the
night in Big Cove. The next
morning they erossed swollen
Flint River on rafts and set off
after their prey.

MeDanald did sueceeed in
capturing three or four of Mead's
men. Mostly, however, he merely
burned houses and turned
women and children out into the
bitter eold. "They can go North
if they wish,” he said with a
shrug. “If not, let them go South
and the Confeds can take care
of them.”

Meost of these victims were
left to fend for themseives, but
one woman was carried baek to

—
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Brookshire Health Care
Skilled Nursing Facility

4320 Judith Lane
Huntsville AL 35805

2s6) 837 1730
Fax (256) 430 3287
Committed to Compassion

Striving for Excellence
Serving Responsibly

Our Team Ineludes:

Physicians, Nurses, Physical Therapist,

Occupatlonal Therapist, Social Worker, Speech Therapist,
Actlvities Director and Registered Dietician.

Shert term rehabilitation, long term ecare, & complex medical care:
Whether the need is for short term rehabilitation,
or whether you would like to make Brookshire Health Care Center
a home for you or your loved one,

we look forward dothéairing froshyaning from you.




Huntsville by Colonel McDanald. Her name
was Mrs. Mary E. Johnston, a young
mother with an infant daughter only three
months old. The woman's erime? Well, her
husband was Major Milus "Bushwhacker”
Johnston, Mead's second in eommand.
“The colonel proceeded to arrest Mrs.
Johnston," her husband later wrote, "tear-
ing her infant from her breast and forcing
her to leave it at home, which was then
nothing meore than the woods. He then
placed her in the saddle and made her ride
horseback twenty-three miles through the
roughest weather of that winter.”

MeDanald had a precedent for making
war on women, sinece his old eommander
Sherman had arrested all the female em-
ployees at the eloth faetory in Reoswell,
Georgia. Sherman sent the women all the
way to Ohio and abandoned them there,
reportedly after his men had had their fun
with them.

But people in Huntsville were outraged.
Even many of MeDanald's men were dis-
gusted by his action.

Mary Johnston was imprisoned in the
old Humitsville Hotel, with Colonel
MeDanald paying the expenses. The heart-
broken woman sat alone in her room, pin-
ing for her infant and praying for deliver-
anece. Her husband was furious when he
heard of her fate.

Stili, there was little he could do.
MeDanald was heard to remark, "If any-
thing ean bring her husband to her senses,
this should.”

‘Bushwhacker" Johnston's reaction
was the opposite of what MeDanald ex-
pected. Johnston gathered his men and
made plans to raid Huntsville and free his
wife. "We were determined to go in by night
and slip those pickets, enter the prisoner's
room and take her out, or die in the at-

7102 Holland Dr, Huntsville, AL 356802

[256) 883.9708 Office
(256) 426-7256 Cell John T. Henegar

(256) 882-0510 Fax President
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Behind the Red Caboose on
Church Street

Phone 489-9300

Wide Screen TV
Private Coniference Room
Food served inside and on the patio
Available for holiday parties

Huge Menu of Fun Foods prepared by our
own chef, including:

Steak Philly
Crdtfish Filllet
Chicken Cardon Bleu
Monte Sano Chicken
Fajitas

Cheese Sticks
Fried Zucchini
Quesadias

Chicken Piiilly
Classic Club

Filet Mignon
Shrimp Jammers
Pojpoorn  Shrimp
Fried Oysters

Fried Puitato Cakes
Coallaimzit]

Park Chop Nuggets
Fried Mushrooms
Jalapeno Poppers
Chicken Fries

Caorn Nuggets

Fried Squash

Sauteed Shrimp

Fried Green Tomatoes
Fried Okra

Bourbon Glazed Salmon
Loaded Puitato Skins
Fried Pickles

We Fry All Of Our Feed In €ancla Oil

Live music on the "Depwit Patio®
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tempt." Another of Mead's offic-
ers, Captain Robert Welch, even
sent a chilling note to the Yan-
kees.

‘I have 35 prisoners,” he
said, "and I will hang every one
of them unless Mrs. Johnston
is released!"

Fortunately, cooler heads
prevailed and bloodshed did not
eome to Huntsville. Lieutenant
Colonel John W. Horner was the
provost marshal, and he was
appalled by McDanald's con-
duct. More than anything, he
was offended by MeDanald's
usurping of his ewn authoriity.
Homer was the one entrusted
with making arrests, not
MeDanald.

Dr. Thomas Wright of Paint
Roek happened to be in the pro-
vost marshal's office, when he
heard Horner say, "Iif I knew
how to get Mrs. Johnston home
I would release her." Wright was
an old friend of Mrs. Johnston,
and he immediately offered to
help.

Herner wrote out a pass and
Mrs. Johnston was seon on her
way a home.

Yet Colonel MeDanald was
still net out of the picture.
When he saw Mrs. Johnston on
the street, he stopped her. With
unbelievable arrogance, he pro-
ceeded to tear up Colonel
Heorner's pass and throw the
pleces in Doctor Wright's face!

“Mrs. Johnston is not the
Army's prisoner,” he said with
a sneer. "She is my prisoner."

801 HOLMES AVE.
AT FIVE POINTS

—

The terrified young mother was
marched right back to the ho-
tel and locked up.

Dr. Wright hurried to the
provost marshali's office and
told Colonel Horner what hap-
pened. Now it was Heorner's
turn to become furious. His
face turned red and the veins
stood out in his neck.

Heorner quickly wrote out
another pass and handed it to
the doctor. "Here," he said
through clenched teeth. "Take
this pass and if that fellow
bothers you again, I'll teach
him a lesson he'll never for-
get."

This time MeDanald real-
ized he had met his match. He
pretended not to notice Mrs.
Johnston as she walked by,
theugh bystanders noticed his

fists were clenched.

*This was a happier ending
of the matter than at one time
could have been expected," wrote
“Bushwhacker" Johnston.

Simply as a footnote, per-
haps Justice does work in its
own ecruel way. For Colonel
MeDanald returned to Ohio af-
ter the war and married his own
sweetheart. Just three years
later, his own young wife was
taken from him by death. He
never remarried.

Be more concerned with your
character than with your
reputation. Yeur character is
what you really are, but your
reputation is merely what
ethers think yeu are.

Alpha Estale SiussiAppaisas

Check our website for information on upcoming auctions.
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Charm of 1887 A beautiful Victorian home in Oid Town Historic District, Huntsville, with all the modern
conveniences of energy-efficient additions. Four bedrooms, all with their own bath and multi-closets, an office
with multi-closets, two full kitchens, two laundries, two master suites (one upstairs and one down), two in-line
water heaters for endless hot showers, media room with home theater and game room, two staircases, three-car
oversized, heated and cooled garage, private grilling deck with built-in hot tub.

All brick with hardy board trim. Highest utilities bill for over fifteen months is $325 with the average around
$225 per month, including the watering system. Ten to twelve-foot celilings throughout. Heavy detail to trim and
elegant crown moulding, heart of pine flooring and trim. All baths have marble floors, counter tops, and sur-
rounds, three Jacuzzi tubs. This home is an exceptional value, in a great location.

Be sure to call David Martin today for an appointment to view this execeptional home!
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The
Music Years

by R. V. Strickiand

When I went to work at the U.S.
Post Office in 1958 it was at that
time I met Malecolm Miller. The two
of us learned about our common
love for hillbilly music, as it was
called in those years. Malcolm had
traveled the same path as I in our
early years.

I don't thinlk there was a mu-
sieian in Huntsville who did net
play music for Monte Sano
Crowder. Maleolm's children
attended Madison Academyy, and
one day he came to me and asked
me to help him put on a show
for the school, and help them
raise badly needed money,
I agreed.

Our first show was quite a hit
and we did several more at Madi-
son Academny. The members of
our band were Malecolm Mililer,
singer and bass; Rudy Strickland,
singer and guitar; Margie
Rosenblum, plano; and Williard
Whittaker, singer and fiddle;

Tommy Miller, singer and guitar.
We had two young boys ages 11
and 12 - Bennie Wilbourn, guitar
and singer and Eddie Dale Lones,
electric guitar.

Word spread about our show
and other schools started contact-
ing us to help them also, and we
did. I would add that we never
charged for our performance (if
so the school probably would have
lost money).

We had a lot of fun doing these
shows, on one occasion we were
a Ridgecrest school and Malcolm
was dressed in a manner that I

canneot express here but I will try.
He was wearing long-handle un-
derweat, a top hat, polo shirt, a
necktie and boots. He was a real
sight to behold.

While we were on stage per-
forming, some young boys went
to the dressing room and took
Maleolm's pants. When we discov-
ered they were missing Malcolm
took off hunting for the boys who
took them and it was something
to see him running up and down
that parking lot, dressed as he
was, searching for his pants.

Mi. Dubose, long time and

(256) 852-5402

RENTforthe ELDERIY, DISABLED and/or
HANDICAPPED based on INCOME
(Section 8)
First Seventh-Day Adventist Towers
*Stove *Refrigerator *Carpet *Drapes *Smoke Detectors
*Emergency call system *HVAC *Laundry *Ultilities Included

3409 Verona Avenue
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Monday - Friday

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury

* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A job - Its Our Mission”

920 Metchemits Wallk
Suite B
Huntsville, Al

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

(256) 534-4502 Offfice
(256) 534-4503 Fax
(256) 233-3328 (Athens)
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well respected teacher and School
Principal, found the boys and
returned Maleolm's pants.

On another occasion we did a
show for Riverton School and
were on the way home. That night
we were experiencing a terrible
rainstorm. Malecolm and I were on
the way home driving down North
Parkway as we approached the in-
tersection of Parkway and
Oakwood, the light changed and
Maleolm slammed on the brakes!

At that time the car started
spinning around and around, I
don't know how many times, but
it flnally stopped and Maleolm
looked at a car along side of us
and said, "Look, they are pointing
at us, they must think that we are
a eouple efdrunks." We still laugh
about that today.

One flnal word on this,
Maleolm has always enjoyed
performing and he did what I
would call amazing: he would
play four, that is four, musical
instruments at one time.

1892 News from
New Hope

New Heope is still in exist-
ence, even though you have not
heard from us in a while. Our
little town is unusually quiet,
with little to talk about except
the railroad. The surveyors on
the Gurley & Paint Rock Valley
Railroad are now surveying their
road near here.

Semething like the scarlet
fever is raging in our midst. A
great many children are down
with it.

Mr. W. P Brazelton has again
broken his leg, this being the
third time. It will surely have to
be taken off this time. Drs.
Hinds and Johnson are with
him.

The beautiful and bewitching
Miss Frank James is spending
a week or two here. We think
there will be some very long
faces when she leaves.
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Heard On

the Street

by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to Sam
Keith, who guessed the Photo of
the Month for February. The
young man in the picture was Lt.
Col. Charles F. Owens, who lives
with his wife Annelie (a retired
medical doetor) at Redstone
Viilage. Sam worked for years at
SCIi, many of those as a supervi-
sot, and Is now retired, but says
he is busier than ever!

It was good talking with
George Parson lately. His son
Wayne Ray wrote of his memo-
rles of Joe Bradley School re-
cently. George and his sweet wife
Zelma are very proud of Wayne.
George worked in XRay at
Thiokel Chemical Corp, for 37
years and knows many retired
employees still here.

Deris Hunter wants to send
greetings to her good friend Irene
Asakawa, who lives in Oregon. I'll
bet Irene would love to be living
in Huntsville this time ofyear!

A special Happy Birthday to
Jerri Smith, of Huntsville. Her
dear sister Kathy Ogle thinks the
world of her. Kathy works in the
office of Dr. Ralph De Jarnatte
and loves it there. Also, she and
her husband Frank just cel-
ebrated their 38th anniversamy.

That’s amazing by itself, because
Kathy looks like she’s about 40!

Scottie Brier is a grandpa!
He lives noew in co-0-0-1-1-I-d Penn-
sylvania but used to live in Hunts-
ville, and wishes every day he was
baek here. While here Scottie
taught Advanced Missile systems
on the Arsenal, back in the 80’s.
His first grandson is named Joey
Brier, proud parents are Joseph
and Nieole Brier. Scottie moved
north to take eare of his 90-year-
old mem Jane, who now lives in
New York with Secottie’s sister
Deidre Zehner.

Pretty Jane Tippett was look-
ing great recently as a model for
Etecetra Clothing’s spring collee-
tion, held at the Cherokee Ridge
Clubhouse.

It was good eatching up with
Joe Walker recently, of Southern
Sealing and Striping, Ifyou see a
stripe on any road/parking lot -
chances are Joe and Jeff Walker
put it there! Joe’s just a sweet-
heart.

Neot many people know that
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Dallas Mill Deli owner Curtis
Parcus took up a collection for the
family of Erie Freeman, our po-
lice officer who was killed in south
Huntsville recently. All the money
collected went to the family.
Curtis and his wife Becky, along
with their employees, are just the
best.

While at Lee Ann's restaurant
last month we met a gentleman
by the name of Gordon Little. He
was really an interesting guy and
brought in his gray poodle Rambo
to socialize with the patrons.

Se many people had business
dealings with Wayland Cooley,
and it was such a sad day when
we learned that he had died, at age
92. Wayland was a coach, a
teacher, principal, school admin-
istrator and was perhaps best
known as the Madison County
Tax Assessor. He was admired
by many people who will miss him
very much.

The Huntsville Chapter
Daughters of the American
Reveolution recently held its An-

Photo of The Mk

The first person to correctly
identify the youngster below wins a
1-year complimentary subscription
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502

Hint: When this little boy is
not playing with his trains he is
probably in the kitchen.
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nual American History Awards
Luncheon, where they honored
local school students and city citi-
zens who have contributed to
Huntsville’s rich historyy.

High school winners of the
Good Citizens Awards were Mor-
gan Atchiey, Erik Mayhan,
Jerelisa Leslie and Deborah
O’Quinm. The junior Poetry
award winner was Andrew
Sprinkie, and the grade school
essay winners were Mallory
Payne, Logan Baker, Madeline
Bevill, and Ratie Kosan.

In addition, the Publie
Relations, Motion Picture, Radlioy/
Television awards went to
WAFF-IV for the coverage and
sponsorship of the Honor Flight;
The Huntsville Times received
its Outstanding Patriotic Award
for coverage and sponsorship of
the Honor Flights. Jee
Fitzgerald received the Commu-
nity Service award, accepted by
his wife Patty.

Finailly, Deberah Cole
Shumate, history teacher at
Sparkman Middle School, re-
eeived the American History
Teacher award for this year. Con-
gratulations to all of the winners!

We know we’re all going to die
one of these days, but when a
young person dies, it is really very
tragic. Recently Lauren Nichele
Eddleman died as a result of a
herrific ear aceident; she was the
daughter of Alisha and Hareld
Femmnimore and Rod Eddieman,
all of Grant. We send our deep-
est sympathy to the many friends
and family that Lauren leaves
behind.

Our good friends Ren and
Barb Eyestone are hosting
Barb’s mom Ruth Hursh for a
couple of weeks. Ron has been
thrilled to just stay home and aet
as host for the past ecouple of
weeks and has done a great job!

Happy belated birthday to
our friend Phyllis Rogers, who
works at Agilent here in Hunts-
ville and recently eelebrated an

early February birthdag.

Beautiful Alieia Stolz, of Ha-
zel Green, just turned 18 and is
very happy that she can vote now!
A special happy birthday to you.

Brandon Owens, who lives in
Arizona, has a March birthday and
will be celebrating in Tucson with
his wife Susan. Susan is the
daughter of Ed and Ann
Trentham, of Huntsville. The
Trenthams’ son Steve and his wife
Michelle are expecting a baby this
spring. This will be the first
grandchild for the Trenthams, and
they are thrilled!

Gail Gallagher and Ron
Marlar celebrated their wedding
recently at the histeric Loewry
House. The reception, also held
there, was attended by many
friends & family, and catered by
Bubba’s Catering.

We saw Glenn Watson recemtily,
he sure is a busy man. Every time
we see him he is shaking hands
and campaigning for the County
Commissioner spot this June.

Also, seen at a City Planning
meeting recently was Mark
Russelil, who lives in Old Towii.
There is talk of a controversial 6-
story parking garage and rental
complex going up at the corner of
Lineoln and Holmes avenue, very
close to the Old Town homes. The
project has garnered lots ofatten-
tion from the homeowners and
should prove to be interestimg.
Keep tuned in for more updates.
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Our friend Ray Weinberg, of
the Golden K Kiwanis, recently
had knee surgery and is doing
fine!

Happy birthday to that hand-
some Neil Cocker, also member
of the Golden K’s. He is such a
youngster!

That’s it for this month, take
care and remember how lucky we
are to live in Huntsville, Alabamal!

ADULT DAY CARE
SERMACES
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We new offer Home Health
Care Services for your tamily

702 Andrew Jackson Way
Huntsville, Al 3580
(256) 489-5182 Ofs.

(256) 489-5168 Fax
Email us at naburt@knology.net
Men-Fri 7am-8pm

tle provide professional and
compassionate care for you or your
loved ones in a safe environment
that will make them feel at “Home.”

UNITED

FIRE & WATER
DAMAGE

RESTORATION

Louie Tippett, Gwned & Operated  ZAM0 Wamitweryy Diiires, Hiluntsowl ke ||
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Stefanie Troup loves cooking for her

famity, and these are a few of her favorites.

Squash Casserele

1/2 1arge onion, chopped

2 T. butter

3 ¢. cooked yellow squash,
drained with all water squeezed
oeut

1 e. erushed Ritz crackers,
with additional for topping

1/2 e. sour eream

/21, salt

1/Aat. garlie powder

1/441. pepper

1 e. grated sharp cheddar
cheese

Preheat oven to 350 de-

grees. Saute onion in butter for
5 minutes. Remove from pan
and mix all ingredients together
in large bowl. Pour inte buttered
casserole dish and top with re-
maining Ritz erackers crushed.
Bake for 30 minutes.

—_—

1 1/2 1bs. boneless, skinless
chicken breast, eut inte bite-sized
pieces

1 1/2 T. butter

1 1/2T. olive oil

1/2 e. honey

1/4 e. mustard

1L t. eurry powder

Salt & pepper to taste

Heat butter and oil in skillet.
Add echicken and eook til well
browned. Remove chicken, add
remaining ingredients and bring
to a boil.

Add chicken back to pan,
bring to boil again, reduce heat
and let simmer eovered for 30
minutes. Remove cover for the
last 10 minutes to thicken sauce.
Delielous served over rice. You
can double the heney mustard
sauce to have extra to serve.

——————

=

Reasted Asparagus with
Herseradish Sauce

2 bunches fresh asparagus
1/8 ¢. olive oil
Kosher salt and fresh eracked
pepper to taste
Preheat oven to 400 degrees.
Trim and wash asparagus and
place on cookie sheet in one layer.
Drizzle with the olive oil and sea-
son with salt and pepper. Bake for
10 minutes and asparagus is
crisp-tender. Serve with horse-
radish sauce for dipping.
Creamy Horseradish Sauce
2 T. prepared horseradish
1 T. eider vinegar
ht. dry mustard
3 T. mayonnaise
1/8t. ground red pepper
1/2 e. sour eream
In a small bowl whisk
together all ingredients, put in
fridge for at least 20 minutes.

EVERY
MOoIDa Y

IS FAMILY

NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner:
Festwring a full menu and the best
country breakfast in town!

Every Monday night Kids Eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our
new kid’s menu with each paid adult entree.

Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or earry out & our famous breakfast
8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS




Garlig Lime

1/2 t. each salt & pepper

1/881. cayenne pepper

11t. garlic powder

1/2t. enion powder

1/2t. dried thyme

4 honelless, dkimless chiickesn
breast halves

1 1/2 T. butter

1 1/2 T. olive oil

1/3 c. chicken broth

3 T. lime juice

In a bowl mix together the
first 5 ingredients. Rub mixture
on both sides of the chicken
breasts.

In a skillet, heat your butter
and oil, add the chicken and saute
til golden brown, about 5 minutes
on each side.

Remove chicken and add lime
juiee and chieken broth to the
pan, whisking up the browned
bits off the bottom of the pan.
Keep ecooking til sauce has re-
dueed slightly.

Add chicken back to the pan
to thoroughly coat, then serve hot.

Lew:-Fat ThreeClirese
CHic#en Penne

1t. olive oil
Cooking spray
3 e. thinly slieed mushrooms

1 c. chopped onion

1 c., chopped red bell pepper

1 T. chopped fresh oregano (or
21. dried)

1/4 t. freshly ground black
pepper

1 16-0z. carton 2% low-fat cot-
tage cheese

4 c. hot cooked penne pasta

2 e¢. chopped cooked chicken
breast

1 e. shredded reduced-fat
sharp chedidar cheese, divided

1/2 c. grated fresh Parmesan
cheese, divided

1/2 e. 2% reduced-fat milk

1 10-0z. ean low fat, low so-
dium eream of chicken soup,
undiluted

Preheat oven to 425 degrees.
Heat olive oil in a large nonstick
skillet coated with cooking spray
over medium-high heat. Add
mushrooms, onion and bell pep-
per, saute 4 minutes til tender.

Add oregano and pepper and
mix in the cottage cheese.

In a large bowl add the
chicken, pasta, cottage cheese
mixture, diedidar cheese,
Parmesan cheese, milk and soup,
mix well.

Pour all into a 9%13” greased
baking dish, sprinkle with 1/4 cup
each of the cheeses. Bake for 25
minutes and top is lightly
browned. This is good served
with a erisp green salad.

s I -
TN

Available for.
Tours - Parties - Luncheons - Meetings
Anniversaries - Showers - Weddings - Receptions

Located off Meridian Street at 1205 Kildare St.

Call (258) 489-9200 for Information and Reservations
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Workshops starting in Agprril
THE For all Ages

EéMA 536-5200

Professional Academy of
Modeling & Acting
Wedbsite: pamaageney.com

708 Amdew Jackson Way - Huntsvilie, Al 35801

Restaurant With
The Trains!

883-7656

Couniry Cooking
Breakfast, Lunech, Dinner
Mon. - Eri. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm
Closed Sundays
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Slavery in
Antebellum
Huntsville

by Edward C. Betts

(Written in 1909)

As we have previously ob-
served, the slave population of
the town and county grew with
marked rapidityy. This is ex-
plained by the fact that great
numbers of slaves were brought
into the eounty and seold in the
open market, especially during
the early part off this period.
Many of these slaves had some
degree of manual and domestic
training; many more were
merely plantation hands; sel-
dom, if ever, having come in
touch with the civilizing and up-
lifting influences attendant upon
service about the home of the
master. The former class longed
to return to the haunts of their
childhood, and mingle again
among their companions "back
on the old plantation." Those of
the latter elass, many of whom
very probably were neither born
nor reared in slavery but were
sold into servitude, chafed un-
der the restraints of regular la-
ber among companions, who in
some instances ecould neither
understand, nor be understood
by them. By this time, the men-
ace of the Indians to the fugitive

slaves, was largely a thing of the
past; they having withdrawn
from this part of the eountry,
except in rare instances.

No source of information is
more reliable and enlightening
than records contemporaneous
with the matter under consider-
ation. None such is more compre-
hensive than a newspaper file of
the times. It is to this latter source
that the author has turned in an
effort to grasp the spirit of the
times and its attitude teward
slavery as an institution.

Throughout the first fifteen
years of this period, the loecal
papers carried many advertise-
ments for “runaway slaves,”
similar to the few here quoted:

"$100 REWARD."

"Ran away from the Sulp-
seriber, Oet. 1. 1819, an Afriean
megro man, named "Jack 33
years old, speaks bad English,
but may be wnderstood."

"Witilticorn Wihitesicdes."

"$150 REWARD."

"Three megro fellows. Wil
probably weturn te Wihrginia,
from wihence they eame."

"RAN AWAY"

"Negro man named "Boly”
willl probably make for the
Chherokee or Choctawy Tribes."

Each of these advertisements
and others similar thereto, was
accompanied by the rude cut of
a negro, male or female, as the

case was, in a fleeing posture;
and in seme instaneces by more
elaborate cuts depicting the fu-
gitive with a stick across the
right shoulder, on the end of

NO MORE
DENTURE ADHESIVES

We can stabilize in many cases your
loose fitting Lower denture using mini
implants. Sometimes this Procedure
can be accomplished in minimum
amount of time, like one office visit.

$750 per implant
Free realigmmeni of old denture

256.533.0434
Dr. Eugene H. Soott, Jr.
401 Lowell Dr,, SE, Ste.17
Huntsville, AL
wink.direaigansthsastitiir.com

No representiztiion is made about the quality ofidental services to be F
performed orthe expertise offthe demtistperforming such services.

Open Daily
“Where Bowling is Family Fun"

Voted #1

Don't forget to mention this ad to get
your Senior Discount (55+)

Bowling Center In Huntsville

% Youth & Seniors Programs

2404 LEEMAN FERRY ROAD SW

A Smoke-Free Faclllty!
% Snack Bar
% Cosmic Birthday Parties
#*Group Rates ¥ Pro Shop
5% Bowling Instruction Available
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Blount Hospitality House

810 Madison Street
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
256-534-7014
www.blounttiospitalityhouse.org

Mermber of the National Association of
Hospltal Hospitality Houses, Inc.

The Blount Hospitality House offers comfort and compassion for famllles of patients
receiving eare from one of Huntsville's medical facilities.

The House opened in 1980 as The Hospital Hospitality House of Huntsville, ine. The
present Heuse, nhow called Blount Heospitality House, was named after Bernice Blount and
eompleted in April, 1998. The House provides lodging for those who have family members
reeevering from trauma, receiving eanecer treatment, or have unex-
pectedly found themselves in nesd of medicai care.

Those who wish to stay at the House must live at least 40 miles
away from the Huntsville area and must first be referred by a hospital
social worker or head nurse. Guests are welcome to stay up to 21
days. At that time, the patient and family may be evaluated for a longer
stay. Currently, children 12 and under are not permitted to stay,
unless the ehild is the patient. Exeeptions can be made by the execu-
tive director on a oene-night basis.

Lecated one bloek north of Huntsville Hospital, Blount House
offers a eomfortable room at a reasenable rate. Guests also have access to a full kitchen, living
reem, laundry faeilities, internet, and a great front porch to swing |
worries away.

Since 30 percent of Crestwood Hospital's patients and 38
pereent of Hunltsville Flospital's patients are from outside
Madison Couniy, family members often travel long distances to
be with a loved one. The House can take away some of the worry
and anxiety that comes along with a siek patient.

Centributions keep our doors epen and help us to maintain
affordable lodging. To donate to Blount House or sponsor a
family, please eontact the executive director at 256-534-7014.

This page sponsored by

& ] L ]
The Golden K Kiwanis oo

Supporting ‘ Reading is Fundarnental” Q”Q!-DMM

Clyde Barclay - Donald Bishop - Bill Brown - Chuek Bobo - Martin Burke
Winston DeShields - Gordon Dison - Kinley Eittrelm - Ernest Francis - Nell Cocker - Vic Grimes
Jack Grosser - Blll Grunwald - Ed Hardin - Jesse Hopkins - Bill lvy

Andy Karabinos - Rand Lehman - Hartwell Lutz - John Martin - Hank Mattern
Hank Miller - Archie Murchie - Robert Overall - Chuck Owens - Wilbur Patterson - Pasqual Rico

Roscoe Reberts - Donald Royston - Bill Russell - Reggie Skinner - Joe Sloan

Bob Smith - Walt Terry - John Vaughn = Jim Webb - Ray Weinberg - Jim White
Jim Yeager - Sam Zeman
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which was carried a small bundie
tied up in a bandana handkerchief.

The most striking feature of
these advertisements is the total
absence of any desecription of the
escape, whereby he or she might
be recognized. None was needed and
none was given. This for the very
sufficient reason that, throughout
the entire South where slavery ex-
isted, a more or less competent and
comprehensive patrol system was
maintained. No slave was permit-
ted off the premises of the master,
and only in rare instances out of
his slave guarters, without a spe-
cial permit. Free negroes were
scarce, and usually well known.

Hericee - we see the matter of cap-
turing a fugitive slave resolved it-
self into the simple office on the
part of the patrol to take up any
negro seen upon the highway, day
or night, unattended by some per-
son in authorityy. Nor was it an easy
matter for a runaway to travel
aeross eountry; sinee, in doing so
he almost invariably came in econ-
tact with some slave overseer, or
owner, to whom he was unknown;
whereupon he was promptly
arrested.

To the escapee, the difficulty in
getting food was no inconsiderable
obstacle. To obtain it he was al-
most necessarily compelied to ap-
proach some white man, or his
habitation. There were few, if any,
negro homes about the country.
The tendency, if any there was, to
assist an escapee was discouraged
and effectually checked by the laws
of the land, which made it a crime

to aid or abet a fugitive slave.
These, and other statutes of
a similar character, effected
to make of every citizen,
more or less, a member of
this patrol force.

If, perchance, the slave ar-
rested was a fugitive, he was
returned to his master, who
administered appropriate
punishment. If not a fugitive
but merely a prowler with-
out permission, which was
rarely granted, he was taken
back to his quarters, where
he received eommensurate

_

correction at the hands of the
overseer or master.

The summary manner in
which the slave larcenist was
dealt with is portrayed in the fol-
lowing terse news item appearing
in the Alabama Republican, of
September 22, 1820:

"Collins, convicted of negro
stealing, has been sentenced to
be executed on the first Friday
in December."

In addition to the sale of
negroes brought into the county,
the local market was kept pretty
active through the desultory sell-

AL-289

Greg Pstrone

Peace of Mind

G & G Smart Systems, inc.

.. .i8 just one call away.
Security - Fire - Medical - Video

5510 Hwy 53 -Sulte B
Harvest, AL 35749

smarthme@AOL.com

852-3005

BILL POOLE REALTY

EMAIL blli@llpeolersalty com

Commercial Poikersge
Bill Poole |
i
100 Chureh Street, Suite 525 Offfite  256-5330990
Blg Spring Summit Cell  ZHBEFAHD
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 Fax 55U 2
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ing of slaves, in small numbers,
by the citizens: not as slave trad-
ers, however, but merely the buy-
ing and selling in ordinary busi-
ness intercourse as of any other
chattel.

The advertisements of slaves
offered for sale go more into de-
seriptive detail than do those of-
fering rewards for fugitives; at
least as to the good points of
the subject; as appears from the
following taken from the numer-
ous instances found in the
newspapers of that day:

"FOR SALE"
"Twe likely megro
boys, from tuwelve tofoiir-
teen years old. Also a
woman, age aboud thirty-
five, a trusty servant,
good ecook, washer and
ironer. For terms apply
to:
A. D. Velteh."”

By the end of 1835 1
conditions seem to have |
changed. The papers of |
this period rarely earried
advertisements of es-
capes. Striking in com-
parison, notices of sales
were likewise infrequent.

During the year of
1830, the sentiment
rapidly forming at the
Nerth for the abeolition
of the institution of sla-
very was spreading and
had beecome a matter of
interest and eoncern to
our people. Societies
were being formed
throughout the East for
the promotion of the
cause.

Chief among these
was the “"American
Colonization Society.”

The ostensible and
avowed purpose of all
these abolition societies
was to liberate slaves,
not at an economic loss

sy

to the South, but gradually and
systematically. Slaves so freed
were to be transported to Africa,
and there colonized under a gov-
ernment of their own establish-
ment. Toward these ends the
South was not hostile.

Strange to say, as early as
1830, Huntsville papers began
the publication of matter con-
demnatory of slavery. True
enough, editorials to this effect
were rare, yet not infrequently
in the news eolumns were to be
found lengthy items about the
work of these societies. In the

Southern Advocate of May 1,
1830, there appeared two pon-
derous articles, copied from the
Washington Spectator: one of
which applauded the proposed
*good work" of the American So-
clety, stating at length its pro-
claimed purposes; the other
similar in its tendencies, though
not so general, exclaiming
praises for LaGrange, Franklin
County, Ala., where a chapter of
the parent society had been
formed. From this day forward,
articles endorsing the work of
the soeciety and lauding the

Enxit ko Live?
Dine to Indulge?

We're noit aPraid to ask the
tough questions.
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movement appeared from time to time, and not in-
frequently in the local papers. Most of these items,
however, were extracts from foreign papers.

In 1832 an auxiliary of American Coloniza-
tion Society was organized at Huntsville: the meet-
ings being held in the Presbyterian Church. Mem-
berships in this society were held by some of
Huntsville's most prominent men; a goodly num-
ber of her citizens were counted among its sympa-
thizers and attended its meetings. The officers of
this branch were: M. S. Watkins, president: Thos.
Fearn, W. 1. Adair, A. G. Vaughan, A. F. Hopkins,
vice-presidents; C. P Clifton, secretary; John Mar-
tin, treasurer; R. L. Fearn, D. M. Wharton, E. Pickett,
dJ. G. Birney and S. D. Morgan, managers.

Regular orthodox "abelition” speeches were the
order of the day when this soclety met. Its mem-
bers were unstinted in their accusations against
the institution of slavery, as one of "injustice and
cruelty.” The public expressions of E. R. Wallace
and James G. Birney were characterized by
vindictive denunciation of the whole system.

A kindly spirit of indulgence, even sympathetic
attention, was accorded the abolition movement
and its supporters in Huntsville and generally
throughout the whole South. Not until it became evi-
dent that the aims ofthese societies were ulterior to
those proclaimed for them, did this attitude change.

This difference in sentiment was brought about
by a realization of the faet that the paramount
object of these societies was not the eolonization
of the slave, but his liberation by force, by aiding
him to escape or ineiting him to rebellion. Prob-
ably, this altered condition of the public thought
was aroused by the approach of the threatening
storm at an earlier date in Huntsville than any-
where else in the South.

A more local cause was to be found at Hunts-
ville, in the person of James G. Birney, the arch
‘agitator' and uncompromising “dictator” of the
whele wretehed business. Birney later became the
first candidate for the presidency of the United
States on the abeolition ticket.

By 1833, Birney had become an out-and-out

advocate of the total and immediate abolition
of slavery. Having already responded by accept-
ing a eommission from the American Coloniza-
tion Society as its "General Agent for the States
of Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana
and Arkansas Territory," he dallied, however,
sufficiently long to reweld the shackles upon
his numerous slaves, by selling them into con-
tinued servitude.

On May 21, 1833 he commenced the publi-
cation of a series of fifteen letters to the pubilic,
through the columns of the Southern Advocate,
for the avowed purpose of "explaining the aims

Serving hearty German fare
in Hunssville Since 1972.

Star Market

and Pharmacy
Serving fresh Terry's Pizzal

Your Friendly Neighborhood
Pharmacy & Grocery Store

Located In Historic Five Points
702 Pratt Ave. 534-4509




and intentions of the American
Colonization Society."”

It is to these latter letters,
that the future student of his-
tory must and will turn with an
acute interest, in order that "The
Life and Times of James G.
Birney' may be understood and
interpreted amid the proper
lights and shadows. The known
existence of these other letters
is of more than ordinary econ-
eern to Huntsville; for thereby
she is furnished unimpeachable
evidence with which te ecombat
the maligning statements made
about her and her people in that
colossal misrepresentation of
faet, "The Life and Times of
James G. Birney."

To one who has searched the
files of all of Huntsvilie's news-

“The only difference between
a tax man and a taxidermist
is the taxidermist leaves
the skin.”

Mark Twain

papers of those times, and found
aecount of only one “drinking and
shooting brawl,” or chronicle of
murderous or disorderly conduct,
(not to mention having read all
and particularly the fifteenth of
Birney's letters, which latter one
is unmistakable in its admis-
sions), it comes as a great sur-
prise that the son ofthis man, in
writing of his "Life and Times,"
should seek to create the belief
that his father left Huntsville be-
cause moral eonditions were so
depraved, and shooting and
drinking brawls so frequent that
one's life was not safe there.

The first of these letters ap-
pearing, as we have observed,
on the 21st day of May, 1833,
was mild and gentle in its ap-
proach to the subject discussed,
and was little more than an in-
troduction of those to followr
The seecond informed the pulb-
lic that the "Society seeks support
by the exhibition offacts
through the press, aux-
iliary societies, and au-
thorized agents,” that

@unningﬂ
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unamnimity was not to be expected, sug-
gesting the temper with which the inves-
tigation should be conducted. *Objection
in the South that the eolonization plan
originated in the free states,” "Sentiment
ofdistinguished gentlemen at the North,"
"Objects of the abolitionists examined,"
were the subjects considered in the third,
fourth and fifth installments, respectively;
while the sixth and seventh were continu-
ations of the fifth; the remaining eight,
by degrees contained more of bile and
less of balm.

Their author finally dealt rudely and
not impersonally with the South and
its institutions, until the fifteenth was
reached on August 20, 1833. In this he
reveals that he had many more such to
publish, but at the request of
Huntsville's citizens he would discontinue
the discussion.

Birney, having become generally
obnoxious, tied himself to more
congenial elimes - by invitation. "Wisely
he sought some other shore, where those
who knew him less might praise him
meore."

Accordiimnglyy, in the early part of 1834,
Mi. Birniey took his departure for the
North, where he beecame a leader of
theught and action eoneerning the aboli-
tion ofslavery. With these sentiments in
mind, he became the first candidate to
ever run for the office of President ofthe
United States on the Abolitionist
platform.

While a resident of Huntsville,
Mr. Birney ocecupied a brick house
situated on the north side of East Holmes
street, opposite its intersection with North
Lincoln street.

Large Snake Killed
from 1909 newspuper

One of the largest rattlesnakes
ever seen in this eountry was killed
yesterday afternoon on Monte Sano.
The snake measured 9 feet in length
and was 15 inches around the bodly.
Its head was 4 inches wide and it
carried 16 ratties.

First

Presiyyfterian
Church

307 Gates Avenue
Huntsville, Al

An Historic Church
Meeting Today’s Needs
Join us Sundays
8:30 AM

Gideon-Blackburn House
across street

10:30 AM
Main Samciuary

(256) 536-3354
Dr. Darryl Goldman, Interim Pastor



russtussell.com

Old Hmntsville Page 31

Special Offering of Collectible Coins

U.S. Mint Packaged “ProofSets” *Mint Sets™ (P&D)

BRI AATAARNPIARS TR TR IO EERARD NN ITRANR

Years 1955 $149.50 N/A Sacagawea Dalllars Sets
1956 65.00 N/A nsiliant umemeninni
1957 29.50 N/A WH2PRD  S598
1958 4940 N/A W003PRD 1098
1959 2940 $65.00 2004.PRD 798
1960 g datc 2495 3440 2005 P8RD 740
1960 S Hate 3485 N/A 2LeEPRID 995
1961 19.00 4995 INOITEPR D 6.00
1962 -1964 18.75 Each 339S Ea.
1965 “Special Mint Suf 9,00 Silver Eagle Dolfars
1966 $Special Mint Set* 9.00 1 Oz. 999 Pure
1967 *Special Mint Saf 1698 19861553 spot” + $4 Ea.
19638 9.95 898 1994-1995 “spot’ + $5 Ea.
19625 945 8¢5 1994 $EE.00
1973 1285 1994 1997  “spot® +$5.00
19BE Sm.Dt. 9940 6940 1998-2008 Sspot” + $4 Ea.
197is 745 7.00
19728 795 7.00
19I5 1045 1895 Gold American Eagles
1975 11.95 7.00 1 Oz. Siize, dades our choice
1977558 1348 985 Less than 16, market + 5%
1975 12.75 10gs 11-19 coins, market + 4.85%
198 3 Pc. Sliver $19.95 1495 20 or more, market + 475%
1974 1998 895 phts sales tax in Alabama
1978 140 B840
19723 10Aas B840
15G0E 994 B840
15818 9.95 1598 Oid Silver Dolllars
15625 7.00 notissued A wide selection off rare dates are
19838 BAS notisswed usually available. We sell common
19845 845 8485 date coins minted prior w 1905 in
19858 7.00 8.50 Briliant Uncirculsied condition for
19555 9.95 1495 $35.00 Each
198778 845 9.95 Circulsted colns are available in the
19688 w 995 89S Ea. 8.50 Ea. $15420 range with sfiver ait $18B/ oz.
19915 15485 8AS
19528 895 Silver $19 845
19935 1545 Silver 3495 BAS
19918 1485 Siwars240 885 Older U.S. Gold Coins Pre-1933
19955 3640 Silver 86-50 16,50 ‘We cany all denosminations off early
19964 1845 Silver 4595 2685 UUS. gold coins from the $1 gold to
P01 2995 Silver 6485 2095 the $20 Saint Gandens coins. Each
15985 20.50 Silver 32.00 9.00 coin is prived based on its condition.
19434 69-50 Siiner-300.00 2445 $1 and $240 colns avernge $1504200
20085 19485 Siver 3588 13.50 $5.00 Lty $250-5300, Indian $300+
20018 99.50 Siex 14500 1985 $10 Liberty $4754550, Indian $550+
20025 3395 Silver 6250 1848 All $29 coins are based on current gold
20035 29.50 Silver 35.95 2695 markets, currently over $900 per ounce.
20048 3985 Silver 4095 6745
20055 23.95 Silver 4095 1685 Al prices subject to change with market!
20065 29.50 Siwz 39.50 1925 The precious metaks markets are cirrently strong due
200175 32485 Silver 5098 2945 to economic uncertainty and show no signs of weakening,

Alabama Coin & Silver Company

914 Bob Wallace Avenue SW, Humtsville, Alabama 35801
256-536-0262 Mon-Fri 11-am to 7 pm, same building since 1975
COIN COLLECTING SUPPLIES AVAILABLE
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Heard on the

Street in 1888

¢« The quarries on Monte
Sano are furnishing the finest
gray limestone rock, not only in
quality but size, that could be
found anywhere in this countmy.
The Monte Sano Railway has a
large amount of stone on the
grounds at the plant and are
keeping plenty of material for
the masons to pursue their work
on the foundation. Laborers are
employed under the superinten-
deney of Mr. Henry R Turner, in
ditching work.

* Mr. E. B. Miller has sold
his newspaper, The Independent,
to Mr. Munger and will move out
to Sheita Cav-
erinis, where he
will engage in ag-
rlieultural pur-
suits.

¢+ The ecol-
ored eitizens liv-
ing on Howe
Street, off Merid-
ian Road, were
made painfully
aware that some
meore than usual
elemental
trouble was in
progress, when
the water entered
their homes and
the furniture be-

application process

gan to float around the roomis,
It was a terrible dilemma to be
placed in, to face the blinding
storm outside or remain in-
doors and perchance perish if
the angry waters continued to
rise. The cause of the high wa-
ter was the narrow state of the
bridge under Meridian Street,
which eould not accommodate
the raging flood, but held it in
check until a lake of backwater
was formed, and this found its
way back into the houses.

The wooden bridge over
Clinton Street was entirely swept
away, and before daylight

dawned, we expect the timbers
that formed the bridge were
drifting down the Tennessee
River near Triana or somewhere
else.

OPPORTUNITY

For Any Purpose
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Thable Tops
Dressers
Radio Tables
Desks
Mantles
Counters
Eic!

AH edges ground
ahd polished.

Call §64 and let
us make you an
estimate.

Huwmitswille
Glass & Paint Co.

(@riginai ad from Jan. 3, 1940)
Thanks Huntsville!

68 years in business
and Counting!

534-2621
2201 Hoelmes Ave. NW

“A pinto bean soup dinner wiil
be held en Tuesday Evening
in the ehureh hall. Musie
will fellew.”

Seen in southeast ehureh
bufletin

LIVING QUARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY

* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
* Convenient to Madison Square Mall
* Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units)

* Transportation provided to Grocery Store
* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until after completion of the

. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)




The Family
Recipe

Warning: These recipes are
presented for amusement and
historical purposes only.

Original Corn Whiskey;
50 1b. Corn, whole kernel

50 gal. water

10 eups Yeast

Place the corn in a feed sack
and buried in the warm meoist
center of a manure or compost
pile for about ten days. When
the sprouts are about a quarter
inch long, the corn is fully
“modified” or malted. Wash the
eorn in a tub, rubbing the shoots
and roots off in the process,
then skim them off. Place the
grain in an open wooden bar-
rel, mash it with a pole, add five
gallons of boiling water and
when the mash cools down, add
the yeast and let it sit and fer-
ment. Some people may cover
the vat with plastiec to slew the
evaporation. Fermentation will
normally take between 3 to 7
days depending on the tempera-
ture.

First Run

Place the mash in the still
pot. Gradually heat the mash
and expect the first condensate
to begin dripping in the receiver
in about an heur between 170
F and 180 F. Collect all that

comes over on this first run.
About 2 hours later when 205
F is reached, stop collecting. You
should have about 12 gallons
of distillate that will be about
40 to 60% and by-products (80-
120 prooff). Throw away the resi-
due in the pot, rinse it out and
flush out any solids that may
have boiled over into your tub-
ing.

Caution: Too high heat will
cause the mash to boil over
through the tubing, clouding the
distillate and possibly clogging
the tubing. The more slowly you
heat, the less impurities will be
in the finished product.

Second Run

Gradually heat the first run
distillate in the pot and begin
eollecting the condensate in the
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receiver between 160 F and 180
F In about an hour, when 204 F
is reached, stop collecting. You
should have about 10 gallons of
70% alecohol plus by-products.
Discard the residue from the pot
as before.

Third Run:

Gradually heat the second
run in the pot. Action is fast.
The temperature moves rapidly
to about 170 F. Discard what-
ever distillate comes over before
170 F or that which comes over
before the trickle steadies into
a solid stream. Stop collecting
at about 184 F in about 45 min-
utes. You sheuld have about five
gallons of about 85% aleohol.

Throw away any residue in

DIRTBUSTERS

CLEANING & RESTORATION
256-536-7569
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# Crowns & Bridges
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Neyw patients
Welcome
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Major credit cards accepted « Delta Dental Provider

411 Holmes Ave « Huntsville (conveniently located in Old Town Histericsl District)
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The Watercress
Capital of the
World

Almost lost and forgotten in
our city’s history is the fact that
Huntsville at one time eclaimed
the crown as “The Watercress
Capital of the World.”

Watercress cultivation began
in New Market in 1907 when
Foster DeWitt visited the area
and became intrigued by the
“wild” watercress growing aleng
the banks of streams. This was
one of the few places in the eoun-
try where an abundance of fresh
spring-water and limestorie,
combined with moderate winter
temperatures, caused water-
cress to grow wild.

DeWitt had spent much of
his early life in Great Britain
and while there was exposed to
the plant.

Greenstuff in Great Britain
was hard to ecome by in the win-
ter months and watercress was
one of the few plants available
year-round. According to legend,
an English officer started the
custom of having watercress
served in salads and within a
few years it became a staple in
every household. New York and
Baltimore restaurants began
serving watercress in salads in
the early 1800s, but the cost of
importing it from Great Britain
was too prohibitive for it to be-
come a widely used commodity
in this ecounty.

Foster hired local labor to
dam a small stream on the land
he had rented, creating a series
of shallow ponds, much like rice
paddies. By experimenting with
water levels he found that a level
of six inches was the most fa-
vorable for cultivation. In eeld
weather the water would be
raised, with the eonstant tem-
perature of the water protecting

the plants from damage.

Where at first the local popu-
lace had been skeptical about
the whole idea, they soon be-
came enthusiastic supporters as
orders for the watercress began
pouring in from Northern res-
taurants. Within a few short
years Madison County became
the major supplier to the
world’s markets.

Colder winters and the ex-
pense of shipping were cited as
the two primary reasons the
business declined here in
Huntsville. With the advent of
air freight the railroads disecon-
tinued most of their express
freight trains. Waltercress be-
came too expensive to ship by
air and too perishable to ship
by regular freight train.
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Park Sandwich
Chicken Sandwich
Turkey Sandwich
Rib Sandwich
Pork Plate
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Ribs (1/2 Slab)
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French Fries
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It's Cooked In The Pit"
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Bill ¢ Rosemary Leatherwood, owmers
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tonight! Order OLE DAD’'S BARB-Q.
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Trapplng in
Madison County

by E.N. Woodcock

E.N. Woodcock, a native off Pennsylvania, was one off
the last professional trappers. During his career he
roamed the country coast to coast, hunting wild game.
The following account, written in 1912, offhis experi-
ences in Madison County, are remarkable in the sense it
gives an outsider's view around the turn offthe century.

On the last days of October, 1911, I arrived in
Alabama where I met Mr. Ford, whom I found to
be a gentleman in all respects, and a member of
the M.E. Church.

My first day’s euting after reaching Mr. Ford’s
place was on the Tennessee River, raising flsh nets,
and putting out a few mink traps to aseertaln what
the eemplexion of the inner side of a mink’s eoat
was. I got a mink the first night, which I found te
be of fairly light color, but net quite light enough
to my liking. The setting of more traps was de-
layed for a few days and we spent the time in
tending the fish nets.

I have whipped the streams and drowned earth-
worms for brook trout and other fish, from my
childhood days to the present time. I had never
done any fishing in large rivers with nets, so you
can imagine my feelings when one net after an-

CH

Realty Co., Inc.
7500 Memorial Parkway South #122
Steve Cappaert Huntsville, Alabama 35802-2207
Business 256/883-6600
Broker-Associate Fax 256/883-6650
651-7517 Mobile stevecappaet®knology.net

other was raised which contained many fish of
different kinds, such as yellow cat, channel eat,
buffalo, pickerel, pike, carp, suckers, black bass
(called trout in the South) and many other kinds.
These fish ran in weight all the way from one-
fourth pound up to twenty pounds each, and
occasionally a buffalo or yellow eatfish much
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larger. Mr. Ford informed me that
often on trot lines they got stur-
geon, weighing more than one
hundred pounds.

We intended to put out a trot
line and catch a sturgeon that I
might get some oil. It is said
that the oil from a sturgeon is a
sure cure for rheumatism in the
joimts, but it rained se much,
keeping us busy adjusting our
traps, that we did not get any
time to get the bait and put out
the trot line. So I did not get to
see one of those large fellows.

I will not give my views of
the eountry and conditions in
nerthern Alabama - it would not
look well; it is sufficient to say
that the greater part of the land
is owned in large tracts by a few
men and leased out at from
$3.00 to $10.00 per acre. Corn
and cotton are the main erops.

Any land lying above the over-
flowing sections requires heavy
fertilizing in order to make a

erop. These lands are mostly
leased to colored people - in
fact, I was told that the land-
lords did not care to lease to
white men.

The poor white man in
northern Alabama is worse off
than the colored man, for he is
looked upon as neither white nor
black. In this section the popu-
lation is largely of the colored
class.

All of the landlords have a
store, so as to furnish their ten-
ants with goods of an inferior
quality at exorbitant prices.

There is no good water to be
found in that part of Alabama.
The water that the people use is
something fearful - of course the
wealthy class have eisterns. The
soil is mostly red clay, and ter-
rible to get about in when the
least damp.

As to game in north Ala-
bama, there is but little large
game to be found. In the extreme

Licensed - Insured - References
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Upcoming Schedule on the Alpha Stage:

“Almost Blue®, by Keith Reddin
Directed by Sam Marsh
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In a gritty staging, Mr. Reddin focuses on 4 losers caught in a web of

dirty little secrets that succeeds in the best of Stage Noir. It results in

a taut drama that builds in tension, and has enough surprises in the
last 5 minutes to make the most seasoned noir fan gasp.
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northern part of Madison coumty,
well up to the Tennessee line,
there are a few deer and wild
hogs; it was said that there were
some bear, also plenty ofwild tur-
keys. There were plenty of ducks,
and a good many quail.

Each family keeps from one
to three dogs, which are out
searching for food all the time.
These people never think of
feeding their dogs.

Nearly every night these col-
ored people are out hunting in
droves offive or six, and with six
or eight dogs, they think it no
meore of a erime to steal a trap,
and anything found in the trap,
than they would consider it a
crime to eat a baked possum.

A trapper must keep a good
lookout when setting his traps
to see that there is no one any-
where in sight. If there is, you
may expect that that particular
trap will be missing the next
time you come that way.

In setting a trap, the first
thing to do is to select a place
where the trap is to be set, then
go into the bush and get the
trap, stake and everything that
you will use in making the set.

Then you will again look care-
fully to see that no one is around,
and will proceed to make the set,
provided that yourself is the only
human being in sight, stopping
your work often to look about you.

Do not think that this caution
is not necessary, for it sure is. The
writer had nine traps taken at one
time within an hour after he had
been over the line.

We went into our first camp,
I think, on the 5th of November,
at a place called Blackwell’s Pond
or Blackwelll’s bottom (Blake
bottem?), I am net sure which.
The first day after we got to eamp,

WO/

Who knows the area better than a
life long resident of Huntsville?

Call for a comparative market
analysis comsulitation today or email

me @ jame@:m%
Jane McElroy

REALTOR®
846 Q1€A

Mr. Ford went out and put out a
few traps, while I stayed in camp
and fixed up things.

The next morning we had one
mink and one coon in the nine
traps. I think Mr. Ford brought in
four rats and had one ecoon foot.
That evening Mr. Ford went home
to raise his nets, and when he
came back he brought in two
mink; I got two coon.

Mr. Ford went home again and
made arrangements for a team to
come in and move us out to “pas-
tures new.”

While there was considerable
fur to be found in the vieinity of

REALTY
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3891 Sullivan St. * Madison, AL
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we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is
needed. it’s a difference we are proud of.
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Camp No. 2, it was a hard place to camp, owing to
the scarcity of camp wood and the inconvenience
of getting water, so we moved on to Beaver Dam

creek in Limestone county, where we were in hopes e
of finding a few beaver and quite a plenty of mink
and coon.
But we were sadly disappointed; we found but
little to trap, but found trap-lifters in abundance,
so made haste to get out of that country while we
had our boats left. Our catch was only two mink,
twelve rats, five coon and one or two possum. ,
We moved from this place back into Madison - 88 & hope that is good for thishie®
county and pitched our camp at a point known as the next—join us for Easter Week services at First
the Sinks, where we did a better business. But the Baptist Church Huntsville.
rainy season soon set in, so we were compelled to Maundy Thursday Worship (March 20, 7 p.m.)—“The
break camp and get out, leaving a good part of our Easter Messiah,” a participatory music and communion
traps where we had set them, now under several service, featuring a sing-along of Handel's Messiah
feet of water. We shall never see them again. Good Friday Worship (March 21, 7 p.m.) a service of
Well boys, you will excuse me from bragging Tenebrae, scripture readings
about just how many coon we got. I can only state and special music
that during the five weeks that Mr. Ford and the Easter Sunday Worship
writer were in camp in Madison county, we got (March 23, 8:15 & 10:30 Experienced
twenty-six mink, and I don’t remember the num- a.m.) heart-and-hope-lifting Adult Ministry
ber of coons, opossums and (musk) rats caught. music and messagel!
A friend was bird hunting with Bear Bryant
when the Bear took a shot. The bird kept flying. 1 o A First Baptist Huntsville
Bryant said to his friend, “That’s something you (256) 428-9400 Alabamas First Baptist Curch »f. 1809
don’t see everyday - a dead bird flying.” www.fbchsv.org

256.534.4452

Toll Free: 877.534.4452
Fax: 534.4456

SERVICES

s More than
meets the eye!

-

venue - Huntsville, Aiabama 358(
.com - linprint@lindasprinti



http://www.fbchsv.org
http://www.lindasprinting.com
mailto:linprint@lindasprinting.com

Old Hiwntsville Page 40

Old Huntsville
Trivia

1810 - First Courts of Law
established in Huntsville.

1813 - Andrew Jackson and
Davy Crockett camped at the
intersection of Lincoln and
Holmes on the way to fight the
battle of Horse Shoe Bend.

1862 - Humtsville is occu-
pied by Yankee troops. Many of
the troops were German and
could not speak English.

1865 - Remaining Confeder-
ate Troops surrendered at Cold
Springs atop Monte Sano. This
marked the end of the Civil War
for Huntsvilie.

1868 - A judge from Athens
was shot when 1,500 members
off the Ku Klux Klan broke up 2
meeting of former slaves and
radical Republicans.

1883 - Frank James, the

brother of Jesse James, was ac-
quitted of robbing a federal pay-
roll (and no, the James brothers
did not commit any robberies in
Huntsville).

1892 - First long distance
phone call was made from
Huntsville. The telephone direc-

tory had 32 names listed.

1893 - A circus elephant died
while performing here. The re-
mains were hitched to a double
team of mules and dragged to
an empty lot in the 500 block
of East Clinton Avenue where it
was buried.
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The Calhoun
House

by Stefanie Troup

In 1833 Judge William
Smith hired William and The-
mas Brandon to build a house
for him. This home would be-
come one of the largest in the
southeast, spreading over
12,000 square feet, and hous-
ing one of the most extensive art
collections in the state.

The initial purchase to be-
gin the building of the home was
an order of one million bricks.
Construction began and pro-
gressed slowly because Judge
Smith was not easily pleased.
The building went on for seven
years. In 1840 Judge Smith
died, never seeing the eomple-
tion of the house. His grandson-
in-law, Meredith Calhoun, as
executor of the Judge’s wili, su-
pervised the ecompletion of the
house.

The house faced Eustis St.

and included a five-foot brick
wall surrounding the entire
block of what is now Lincoln,
Eustis, Randolph, and Greene
Streets. The 12,000 square foot
house sitting within the brick
wall was formidabie and impos-
ing with three stories, seven win-
dows across the facade, and a
gleaming copper roof.

Meredith Calhoun, his wife
Mary, their three boys, and the
Judge’s widow and Mary’s
grandmother, Margaret Smith,
lived in the house. In 1842,
Margaret died, and shertly af-
terwards the Calhoun’s eldest
son, Willie, experienced a erip-
pling spinal injury. But possi-
bly the most tragie event for the
Calhoun family during these
years was the death of their
middle son, John, at the age of
four.

Grief-stricken, the Calhouns
decided to travel abroad to seek
medical care for their son Willie
in France, but it was hinted that
Mrs. Calhoun herself was so
distraught and ill that she re-
quired medical care as well.

“[Everyone] goes out of their way to see to mom's personal heeds'
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While the Calhouns lived in
Europe, the palatial house
stood empty for years and was
maintained by a stafff of ser-
vants. The interior was filled
with the Calhouns’ art collee-
tion that they had amassed dur-
ing their travels. It was consid-
ered by many to be the largest
and finest private collection in
the South at the time.

During the years that the
great house stood empty, a
friend and neighbor of the
Calhouns, Mary Lewis, com-
mented that the house “...looks
sad...flourishing with mellow-
ness over its sad history.”

The house was very attrae-
tive to occupying troops during
the Civil War. Unruly prisoners
were kept in the underground
kitchen behind barred windows.
Other parts of the house were
used as a hospital and the
rooms were crowded with beds,
not only for battle wounds, but
for the many soldiers who were
stricken with measles. In 1867
the house served as military
headquarters.

The house was rented in
1874 and used as a dance stu-
dio, and in 1876 it became the
offices of the U.S. Cireuit Court
for the Nerthern Distriet of
Alabama.

The meost illustrious event
in the Calhoun Heuse’s histery
was the trial of Frank James

in 1884 for a payroll robbery
three years earlier. Huge crowds
came from far and wide to wit-
ness the trial or just to be near
the excitement. James was quite
a celebrity and when he was ac-
quitted, the sympathetic erowds
cheered.

The house, the remaining art
collection, and the entire block
were sold to Milton Humes in
1887.

From 1895 - 1898 the
Calhoun House served as the
location for a boy’s school, the
Huntsville Academyy.

In 1907 a fire struck the
house, and the burned out build-
ing remained an empty eyesore
close to the heart of downtown
Huntsville, until 1909 when itwas
sold te L.C. Sugg for $10,800.
This is the house that cost Judge
Smith over $75,000 to build in the
1830’s.

In May of 1911 after another
fire, the Calhoun House was
demolished. Today there is
nothing to remind one of it’s
past glories and drama execept
for the historiec marker at the lo-
cation, which describes the trial
of Frank James that took place
there.

“A closed mouth gathers
no foot.”

Sam Keith
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AA Major Medical
insurance Plan:

Doctor Office Copay, Drug Card
and Dental. Medlcal, Dental, Life
Insurance Available for indi-
vidual. Family, Business, Medli-
care Supplement Available on
Disabllity or Age 65 and Up. Short
Term, effective immediately.
Ages 15 Days to 65.

“Supreme Court rules
punishment of eriminals
violates their eivil rights.”
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deliver it anywhere coast to coast
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house. It's that simple.
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The Sad
Death of a
Young
Father

by William Sibley

On January 20, 1876, two
Huntsville, Alabama newspa-
pers, THE HUNTSVILLE INDE-
PENDENT and THE WEEKLY
ADVOCATE, printed stories
about the sad death of a young
man whose badly decomposed
body was discovered on a Sunday
morning in a deep ravine on
Monte-Sano Mountaii.

THE WEEKLY ADVOCATE'S
story was entitled "The Monte-
Sano Mystery" and THE
HFIOONNTTT S YW IILILEE
INDEPENDENT'S story was en-
titled "Found Dead."

A Mr. Wells (no first name
glven) saw a dog with

) homen ool and o
in its mouth. After-

ward, the body of a
young man was dis-
covered and one of the
newspapers reported,
"Rumor was rife Sun-
day morning when in-
formation reached the
eity that a man had
been found dead in one
of the numerous
ravines running down

(no first name given) held an in-
quest and "...the jury of inquest
found no marks ofviolence upon
the bodly, therefore it is supposed
he died a natural death.”

The young dead man was
identified as Clinton Graham and
the coroner released the following
information: he died ofa chronic
disease and he had been dead for
about forty days before his body
was found.

Clinton Graham, whose home

OUTDOOR PATIO & LIVE MUSICI

was located about six miles
southwest of Huntsville, had for-
merly worked on the Moore plan-
tation and "...had started up the
mountain to Mr. Moore's (no first
name given) plantation. Mr. Gra-
ham had been suffering from ague
for quite some time and *...was re-
duced in flesh, weak, and almost
unable to walk.”

An unidentified gentleman,
",..who happened to be walking up
the mountain,” assisted Mr. Gra-
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from the top of the
mountain.” 256*797"0203
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speculating about the
cause of death and it
was the opinion of

most of them that the
man was the victim of
suicide or murder. Ac-
cording to a coroner's
report, they were
wromg,

Coroner

Franks

KELLER WILLIAMS

== A1l 1T Y

2410 L&N Road, Suite C
Huntsville, AL 35801

10000 S Memorial Pkwy Huntsville Alabama 256-489-3333

— service above amd beyondyomr expectations



http://www.MaryEllenPeters.com

ham, helping him reach the top
of the mountain. Darkness was
falling and Mr. Graham decided
to spend the night on top of the
mountain.

It was reported that on the
following morning before day-
break, Mr. Graham "...set out
to go down the mountain to Mr.
Moore's plantation. He lost his
way and sank down and died
within a stone's throw of friendly
shelter." It is not clear whether
Mr. Graham walked inte the ra-
vine or fell into the ravine, but
the ceroner's report found no
“marks of violence" on the bodky.

THE HUNTSVILLE INDE-
PENDENT reported that "hegs
or dogs" had fed upon the lower
limbs of the body and “...his
boedy was found in a deep ra-
vine that leads to Mr. Moore's
place."”

This writer has tried to find
out who "Mr. Meore" was and
has eeme up with the two fol-
loewing possibilities: Andrew
Jackson Moore, Sr. married
Margaret Catherine Hodges in
1845 and John C. Moore mar-
ried Amanda Sadler in 1859.
Both couples had farms in the
Dug Hill area of Big Cove com-
munity, which was usually
called Haden at the time. Both
farms were located at the foot
of Monte Sano Mountain. Both
couples reared families in Big
Cove during the 1800s and both
couples have descendents living
today in Big Ceve, Guriey,
Huntsville, and other nearby
locations.

The MADISON COUNTY
MARRIAGE BOOK NO. 6, page
489, shows that Clinten Graham
married Odella Roach on Feb.
17, 1873.

THE WEEKLY ADVOCATE
reported, "The deceased was
about 25 years off age and leaves
behind a wife and small ehild to
lament his tragic and untimely
death.”
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A $10 Reward

Ran away from the subseriber within seventeen miles north of
Huntsville on the Meridian road on the 4th July, a negro girl
named Sally, speaks English and the French language, twenty years
of age, 5 feet 4 inches high, of a yellow complexion, full face and
a pleasing countenance, had on when she went away a white cotton
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Old Fuzzy

by Malcolm Miller

My good friend Avon
Everett's two daughters, Joyce
and Carolyn, along with grand-
daughter Lauren have opened up
a restaurant in the old Ryland
store building; the name of the
place is “Laurens" named after
the granddaughter. Some of us
are now calling the place *The
Ryland Cracker Barrel”,

The reason I mention this is it
ties in with the story I want to re-
late. You see there is a wall in the
store covered with pletures of
many Ryland residents most of
whom have passed on. Among
those pictures there is one of me
and Old Fuzzy taken when I was
maybe eighityears old.

Old Fuzzy was my dog given
to me when I was born by a fam-
ily friend and for the first four-
teen years of my life we were
inseparable.

You see growing up in the
nineteen thirties, as I did, life was

HUNTSVILLE'S
TRAIN STORE

A Model Railroaders Paradise

hard all around. There was no
money for toys and things to play
with but I always had Old Fuzzy,
incidentally his real name was
Shep but he was always Old Fuzzy
tomme.

When I was too small to work
in the fields I spent many happy
hours playing with him. I would
pretend he was a mule and have
him pulling a make-believe plow
or pretending we were battling li-
ons or tigers.

When I got big enough to ven-
ture to the ereek he was always
there looking for snakes. He
hated rattle snakes and I dare say
he killed dozens of them during
his life time. He would dart in and
out until the snake struck then he
would grab the snake and start
shaking and wouldn't step until
there was only pieces of the snake
left.

During those hard times
possum hunting was very popu-
lar and Old Fuzzy was the best
possum dog in the comimummiity.
I wasn't big enough to go along
but many nights during late fall
when the persimmeons were ripe
some of my older brothers and
their friends would head for the
mountain and bring back a fat
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possum or two.

I ean still remember my
Mama putting a big possum on
the table surrounded by sweet
potatoes. I don't think I could eat
one now days but back then the
only way you got fresh meat was
by catching a possum, killing a
chicken, a squirrel, a rabbit or
even a ground hog,

Of eourse, we had fresh pork
once a year usually in the middie
of November when we killed hogs
so you see possum hunting back
then was a popular sport and also
provided much needed food for
our large family ef seven boys and
Mama and Daddly.

I have heard folks say you
shouldn't give a child a dog or eat
because when something happens
to the pet the child would be up-
set but I believe that having a pet
and eventually losing it helps pre-
pare a person for things to come,.
In my eighty years I have lost my
parents, flve brothers and most
ofthe friends that I grew up with.

As I grew up Old Fuzzy grew
old and slowly lost his ability
to get around, then one day in
the fall of nineteen forty one
when I came home from scheol I

“Qur country is not where it is
today on account of any one
man. It's here on account of the
real common sense of the
Blg Normal Majority.”

Will Rogers

And/or part D preseriptions
Available on Disability
for age 85 and up

Also Life Insurance

was told that Old Fuzzy was laying
in the edge of the cotton field dy-

I went out to where he lay and
placed a coat over him until late
that night. The next morning he
was dead.

I guess not many people
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remember the great singer Red

Foley. His greatest hit in my mind
was the classic song "Old Shep".
The last line of the song says:
“If there is a heaven where good
doggies go, Old Shep has a
wonderful home.” That certainly
holds true for Old Fuzzy.

Specializing in sealing & strip-
ing. We do parking lots, handi-
cap parking and driveways.

Call for free estimates
Celi 656-93
Office 8814



News From the Year 1924

Hitler Sentenced to Five Years Coolidge

Adolf Hitler, the Nazi leader
in Germamy, was sentenced to-
day to five years in prison for
his abortive putsch in a Munich
beer hall last November. But the
lenient judges also decreed that
Hitler would be eligible for pa-
role in six months. Mest of the
60 journalists who covered the
trial agreed that the sentence
was a mere slap on the wrist.
Their stories also transformed
Hitler inte a national hero and
put his name on the front pages
of papers all ever the world.

Hitler was protected by the
Bavarian Minister of Justice
during the trial, and the judges
allowed him te interrupt fre-
quently and erossexamine wit-
nesses at will. Hitler invoked the
name of Wagner, he portrayed
himself as the spirit of German
nationalism and the enemy of
Marxism and he vowed that
prison would not destroy his
wAll.

*You may pronounce us

guilty a thousand times over,”
Hitler said, “but the goddess of
the eternal court of history will
tear to tatters the brief of the
state prosecutor and the sen-
tence of this eourt.”

*Ma” Ferguson 1st
Woman Governor

Miriam “Ma" Fergusen was
elected Governor of Texas today.
She is the first woman gover-
nor ever elected in the United
States. Once the first lady of
Texas, Mrs. Ferguson, a Demo-
crat, ran for office to vindicate
her husband, James F
Ferguson, who was impeached
as Governor of Texas in 1917
on charges of diverting state
funds to personal uses. Mrs.
Ferguson, an outspoken foe of
the Ku Klux Klan, won her niek-
name when she campaigned
across the state this year on the
slogan of "Me for Ma."
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Wins Blg

President Calvin Coolidge
swept aside all opponents to-
day to win a new four-year lease
on the White House.

The taciturn Republican
scored a major victory despite
the growing Teapot Deme oil
scandal, a legacy of the previ-
ous Harding administration.

To fill the new vacant office
of Viece President, which
Coolidge once held, the nation
chose Coolidge's running mate,
Charles G. Dawes, who has
served in several Republican ad-
ministrations, most recently as
an American expert on the Repa-
rations Comraission dealing
with the German economy.
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Tennessee
Bans Teaching
Evolution

A bill banning the teaching of
evolution in schools was signed
into law today by Tennessee Gov-
ernor Austin Peay, who said “the
very integrity of the Bible in its
statement of man's divine ereation
is denied by any theory that man
descended or has ascended from
any lower order ofanimals.”

The bill makes it a erime for a
teacher in any state-supported
public school or eollege to teach
any theory that eontradiets the
Bible's aceount of man's creation.
Peay called the bill "a distinet pro-
test against an irreligious ten-
dency to exalt so-called seience
and deny the Bible."

Plans to challenge the bill are
being made by opponents, who
have denounced it as a violation
of the eonstitutional prineciple of
separation of church and state.

“Shew me a good and gracious
ioser, and I’ll shew you
a failure.”

Knute Rockas/Notre Dame

Blood
Poisoning kills
Coolidge Boy

This evening Calvin Coolidge
bid a final farewell to his son
Calvin, Jr. Not since Abraham
Lincoln lost young William Wallace
has a President seen his son die.

Sixteen-year-old Calvin, Jr.
had contracted septicemia, for
which, in its advanced stages,
there is no eure.

A week ago, a healthy Calvin,
Jr. eut his foot playing tennis.
After two days, he ecomplained
of severe pain in the lower ab-
domen.

Suspecting appendicitis,
doctors operated. Inflammation
of the bonie marrow was de-
tected, and the truth was real-
ized. Oxygen was administered,
but there was no real hope of
recovery.

The president, his wife and
their older son, John, never
experienced a tragedy of this
kind.

Publie servants and private
citizens have wired their
condolences. The president has
canceled a trip scheduled for San
Franeisco.
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Times Have Changed

Downtown Madison, circa 1912

MILLER & MILLER

Helping to build Huntsville
for over 50 Years
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The Wildlife
Protection
and Research
Control Board

O.T. Frazier, the night jailor
at the Madison County Jail, eau-
tiously eyed the three prisoners
standing before his desk. They
had been picked up earlier in
the evening for disturbing the
peace at a local nightspot. When
arrested, the prisoners refused
to give their names or any other
infermation that might help
Frazier identify them. Feor
Huntsville, in 1960 where every-
body knew everybodyy, this in it-
self was an oddiiy.

Frazier gave the order for the
deputy, Ed Norton, to search
them. A careful examination of
their pockets revealed nothing
about who they were or where
they were from. Their billfolds
were empty except for a small
amount ofcurrency. Reluctantily,
Frazier picked up the phone and
dialed the home phone number
of L. D. Walls, the Shewiff of
Madisen County.

Walls, mildly annoyed at be-
ing disturbed so late at night,
listened as Frazier told of the
arrest of the three strangers. At
the end ofthe summation, Walls
said, “Book them under John

Cales Etc

Live Music * DJ's
K 1t b

MO7 Mpmierisl Pkwy,

Doe’s. Is there anything else?”
Frazier, choosing his words
carefully, replied, “Sheriff, I
think these are the men we were
talking about yesterday."
Without waiting to hear any-
thing else, Walls told Frazier to
put them in the drunk tank, he’d

be there in a few minutes. As Walls
quickly got dressed he pondered
the curious events of the last sev-
eral weeks. For some time he had
been hearing rumors ofthe strang-
ers approaching people and offer-
ing them Jobs for some type of
military operation. A few days ear-
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lier while eating breakfast at a local greasy
spoon, Leon Franks, an employee at Redstone
Arsenal, approached him and told of being
propositioned by the same men. One evening
after work, he had walked to his car and found
the strangers waiting for him. They appeared
to know all about him and asked if he would
be interested in working on a project vital to
national securitfyy. At first Franks was in-
trigued but when the men refused to give any
details, or even their names, he sensed some-
thing was wrong and cut the conversation
short.

As Franks told the story, the shemriff
watched him carefully trying to gauge his
eredibilliy. Franks was a twenty-year veteran
of the Armed forces, having seen action in
both WWII and the Korean War. He was
highly decorated and well-known for his ex-
pertise as a small arms specialist.

Walls pondered the possibilities of the
prisoners’ identities. Even though the Civil
Rights movement was beginning to take held
in the South, so far Huntsville had been
qulet. While it was possible they eould be
Ku Kluxers, he didn’t think so; he had too
many informers in the Klan. Another possi-
blility was the Northern agitators who were mak-
ing a nuisance of themselves throughout the
South but that didn’t sound right either; so far
they had all been peaceful. “Whatever,” Walls
deeided, “I will soon get to the bottom of this.”

The prisoners were still standing in front
of the desk when Walls entered the office.
They had been joined by another stranger
who appeared to be the spokesman for the
group. Almost immediately the stranger,
without identifying himself, ordered Walls
to send his deputy out of the room so they
eould talk in private.

Infuriated that a stranger would have the
audacity to order him around in his own
jail, Walls motioned for Frazier to remain
seated. Turning to the stranger, he then de-

manded to know “What in the hell is going on!”

Instead of answering, the stranger picked up the tele-
phone and dialed a number. Mumbling a few words into
the phone he handed it to the sheriff. The conversation
was brief, lasting less than a minute with Walls saying
nothing, just listening. After hanging the phone up he
looked at the strangers for a long time as ifhe was hav-
ing trouble decidingwhat to do. Finally he told the strang-
ers they were free to go.

After the strangers had left, Frazier and Norton
both asked what was going on. “I'm not sure,” replied
the sheriff. “Some kind of official government business.”

For Faskions FiNishing Toudh...

The little things really do count
Earrings, a belt, bag, hat or pin are the
litthe things that complete the big
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Almost as an afterthought he added, “But I'm
going to find out!”

A short time later at CIA headquarters in
Langley, Virginia a top-secret discussion was
held. Though much of the minutes are still
classified, one can be assured that much of it
had to do with “those damn red neck officials
in Alabama who are screwing up the Cuban
operation.”

When Castro first came to power it had
been hoped he would steer Cuba toward de-
mocracy. Instead he openly embraced Russia
and the Communist Party which put him on a
collision course with the powers in Washing-
ton who were terrified of having a Commu-
nist eountry only ninety miles from Florida.
At high level meetings between the CIA, the
Pentagon and President Eisenhower, it was
decided to overthrow Castro under the aus-
pilees of a Cuban revolution, supposedly en-
gineered by right wing Cuban exiles.

At first it was decided that the CIA would
recruit retired military personnel who would
then train small groups of Cuban exiles. Af-
ter the initlal training the recruits would come
together at some predetermined point where
the CIA would supply them with weapons and
guidance for an invasion ef Cuba.

Alabama was a prime recruiting area
for the CIA. Not only did the state have
a large number of retired military per-
sonnel, but it eitizens were known to be
flercely patriotic.

Unfortunately, things went wrong al-
most from the beginning. Instead of us-
ing CIA personnel to enlist peopie, the
ageney, in an attempt to maintain
“deniability,” used contract agents, many
of whom were unqualified and had little if

ASIAN

PO. Box 4994 Huntsville, AL 35815

“Because You Deserve If”
President, Jerry O. Smith
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any experience.

Many recruliting sessions consisted of telling the
potential recruit, “we can’t tell you what it is about,
or what you will be doing, or who you will be work-
ing for or even where you are going but we need you
and, no, the United States government is not involved!”
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In one fiasco, agents rented
two rooms at a hotel in Decatur,
complete with a stash of fire-
arms and military training
manuals, to interview potential
recruits and Judge their experi-
ence. Local law enforcement of-
fieials, after hearing of the guns,
decided a gang was about to pull
an armed robbery and planned
a raid. Only quick intervention
by top government officials pre-
vented what could have been a
public relations nightmare.

Needless to say, under these
conditions, the agency was not
very suecessful at building their
“private army.” Even worse, the
whole affair had become almost
common knowledge. Law en-
forceiment officials from
Decatur, Anniston and Birming-
ham were all demanding an-
SWers.

In Hunatsville, Shemiiff L.D.
Walls was also trying to find
answers. He called the State At-
torney General’s office and they
told him to call the United States
Attorney General’s office. They,
in reply, suggested he contact the
State Department who in turn
referred him back to the State
Attorney General’s office. Most
people would have given up at
that point but Walls was not a
man to be pushed aside easily.
Each reply only made him more
determined to find out the truth.

The CIA knew it had a real
problem on its hands. After
much consultation it was de-
cided to change direction and
approach Governor Albert
Patterson about using the Ala-
bama National Guard te train the
Cubans and provide support.
There was already a precedent
for it - in the late 50’s select

“We don’t remember
days, but moments. Life
moves too fast, so enjoy
your precisus moments.”

members ofthe Alabama National
Guard had been used for clandes-
tine missions in South Vietnam,
when officially there was no U.S.
military presence in the coumtry.

From all appearances this
seemed to be the perfect solu-
tion. Govw. Patterson had served
as a young Lieutenant on
Eisenhower’s stafff during WWII
and had acquired a reputation
as a crime buster when he broke
up the racketeers in Phoenix
City. In addition, the Alabama
Air National Guard was the only
unit in the country still flying
the B-26 bombers - the same
type used by the Cuban Air
Force. These bombers were im-
portant ifthe world was to believe
it was a Cuban uprising,

In the late fall of 1960, Gow.
Patterson met with Brig. Gen-
eral Doster who asked to “bor-
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row the Alabama National Guard
for an undisclosed purpose in the
national interest.” Patterson was
well aware of the “Need to know
policy” of the CIA and asked but
one question.

After being assured of the
President’s knowledge and ap-
proval, Patterson gave his con-
sent.

Almost overnight, once the
Alabama National Guard be-
came involved, the whole project
took on a professional tone.
Selected guardsmen were re-
leased from duty, given new
identities and sent to a top-se-
eret base in Florida. From there
many of them were transported,
with false passports, to a se-
eret base in Nicaragua that
would serve as the staging area
for the invasion. Other mem-
bers of the guard traveled to
Washington where they worked
with the CIA in the planning,

Wives were given a post of-
fice number in New York where
they eould write to their hus-
bands. Guardsmen were in-
structed in cover stories to ex-
plain their being away from
their jobs and families. “We
weren’t supposed to know any-
thing about it,” said one wife,
“but of eourse we all did.”

“In a way it was almost like
being back home,” recalled one
of the recruits. “Almost all of
the men there were from Ala-
bama. The others were mostly
spooks (CIA) and we didn’t have
much to do with them. I think
all ef us felt uncomfortable with
all the cloak and dagger stuff,
but $750.00 a month was a lot
of money in 1960.”

In the late fall of 1960, Gen-
eral Doster, who was acting as
a liaison between the men in
Niearagua and the CIA, stopped
by to pay a courtesy call to Gow.
Patterson. As he started to leave
he made the eryptic remark that
“in a few months you will read
all about what we are doing and

the overthrow of Cuba.”
Although Patterson had never
been formally briefed, he had
apparently heard rumeors that
gave him a good idea of the in-
vasion plans. This placed
Patterson in an awkward position.
Though he was fanatically loyal to
President Eisenhower, he was
supporting J.E Kennedy in the up-
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coming elections. He realized that
ifthe invasion occurred before the
election, the Republican nominee,
Richard Nixon, would probably be
swept into office as a result.
After much soul searching
Patterson contacted Stephen
Smith, Kennedy’s brotierim-law,
and told him he had to meet with
Kennedy on important business.
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A short while later Patterson received a
phone call and was told to fly to New York
and check into the Barclay Hotel. Late that
evening Kennedy showed up, and after be-
ing sworn to secrecy, was briefed by
Patterson. By all accounts this was the first
time Kennedy knew of the proposed inva-
sion.

Before Kennedy left, Patterson gave him
a paper bagwith ten thousand dollars cash
as contributions. “That was the way things
were done then,” said Patterson later.

Though most historians have given
Kennedy’s stellar performance in the de-
bates as the reason for his victory over
Nixon, few of them realized that Kennedy
possessed knowledge that gave him a
seeret advantage. By the third debate
Kennedy and Nixon were tied, with many
observers giving Nixon a slight edge.

Suddenly, during the next debate, in
response to an inneocuous question,
Kennedy dropped a bombshell by stat-
ing he supported armed intervention in
Cuba. Nixon, in his capaecity as vice-
president, was well aware of the inva-
sion plans, but because of the secrecy,
was forced to act as if he opposed any
armed intervention. To have done other-
wise might have jeopandized the whole
operation. Ironically, Nixon’s position
that night eaused him to be labeled as
being soft on Communism, a view that
most Americans despised.

The information received from
Patterson proved pivotal in swinging the
presidential election to Kennedky.

While the country celebrated the elee-
tion of a new president, Shexwifff L.D.
Walls was still trying to get an answer to
his questions about the strangers. Phone
calls were not returned and letters were
seemingly ignored. Still, he persisted in his
quest; after all, he was the shexifff of Madi-
son County and if something was going on

here he wanted to know about it.

In the early spring of 1961 Kennedy gave the green
light for the Bay of Pigs invasion.

“We spent most of the night before carrying the Cu-
bans to the waiting ships and getting the aircraft read-
ied,” remembered one man. “Some of the boys had made
plans to sneak aboard the ships with the Cubans but
when the spooks heard about it they posted guards around
the piers and searched the ships.”

All the Cubans were excited about going home. They
had been led to believe that when they landed on the
beaches they would be supported with air strikes.

The landing was a fiasco.

The Alabama guardsmen in Nicaragua were supposed
to only provide training and support but as the operation
began to falter, it was evident to everyone that something

The Moorehead family has owned &
operated Income tax preparation and book-
keeping services in this location since 1962.

Call for an appointment to have your 2007
Income taxes prepared. Bring this ad in when
you have your taxes prepared and recelve a
$10 discount.

Come in and talk with us about monthly
accounts, weekly payrolls, and quarterly
reporting. We can assist you with all your
business needs.

3912 Bob Wallace SW
Huntsviile, Alabama 35805
256-536-4515

THE
SIMPLICITY
PLAN’

Burial Spaces - Markers - Vaulis

Brenda Delancey - Family Service Counselor

(256) 852-8500 - (256) 682-9353
Call me about 10% off for pre-amangements for your loved ones

VALHALLA FUNERAL HOME and MEMORY GARDENS
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With the phenomenal growth Huntsville and Madison County is experiencing,
the need for roads has become a critical problem. Ifwe are to continue this
growth it is vital that our existing roads be updated and new ones built. To
do so will require the cooperation ofthe city, county and state governments.

e believe Glenn Waison has the experience to get thejob done.

Cecll Ashburn

Tom & Cathey Carney
C. B. (BIll) Miller
Alabama Pain Center
Wm. Harry & Lara Beene
Cindy Bendali

Charles Bendali

Cindy Bentley

Philip Bentley

John & Carolyn Blue
Louie & Jane Tippett
Ronnle & Ann Boles
Paul Bracy, Jr.

Dave Branham

Judy Bunker

Reuben Chapman
Willlam & Laurle Chapman
Deborah Deerman
Claude & Layne Dorming
Phil & Elizabeth Dotts
Donald Duffey

Rita Duncan

Dyna-Fab, Inc.

Glenn Watson

County Commissioner
District 2
Help us build Huntsville and Madison County

Paid for by friends of Glenn Watson

Jeff Enfinger

Robble Farquhar

R.L. Fortin

Paul J. Fry

Rodney & Mary Gaston

Ron & Jerrine Gray

J.P. Hampton

James Hays

John W. Hays

Col. Louls & Donna Hergert
Elien Marie Hewett

J.B.S. Propertles

Jeffery A. Johnson

K&M Glass Contractors, Inc.
Kennedy Brothers Contracting
Jeff & Lisa Kennedy

Pless R. Knight

Lee Ann Lancaster

Andy Lowery

Michael Marone

Robert Maynor

D. Scott McLain

David & Janet Milly

Vote for

George & Charlotte Moore
Deborah Mosley

Lee Mosley

Robert Norris

Bill Phillips

Phillip Price

Blll Propst, Sr.

Cynthla Ramsey

Don R. Sadler

Todd Slyman

David Slyman

Holland & Cathy Stanford
Steve Stiglets

Lamont Sula

Robert E. Tabb

Steve Raby

Blll Tliiman

Traditional Land Co., LLC
Troupe Engineering & Design
Prasad Vankineni

Jeanne & Jimmy Walls
Chester & Pat West
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else had to be done.

“We heard everything on our
radios,” recalled one guards-
man. “They were being massa-
ered on the beaches and kept
calling, begging for air support.”
The Cuban pilots who were sup-
posed to fly the B-26s refused
to take off. It was a suieidal
mission, they claimed.

Frantically, the gunardsmen
radioed Washington begging to
be allowed to fly missions and
provide support. Washington
refused, giving orders that no
airplanes were to be allowed to
take off. Finally four members
of the Alabama Air National
Guard, unable to stand by help-
lessly while people were being
slaughtered, ordered their
planes made ready and took off
for the sheort flight to Cuba.
Three of the pilots were shot
down and the fourth, pursued by
Russian-made Cuban fighters,
barely managed to make it to Mi-
ami. The government issued a
statement saying the pilots lost
were all Cuban nationals.

Without the promised air sup-
port from the United States gov-
ernment, the Bay of Pigs invasion

When you hear a man
say that poverty builds
character, chances are
you’re listening to a
millionaire.

failed miserably. Now began the
process of denial.

“We were still listening to the
battle on our radios,” recalled
one Guardsman from Cullman,
“when we got orders to leave.
They didn’t even give us time to
pack. We left our clothes, equip-
ment and everything else. We
just stopped what we were do-
ing at the time and boarded an
airplane.”

“All types of military hard-
ware was left there - crates of
army 45s, with no serlal nhum-
bers, aireraft parked on the run-
way, radios - you name it - we
just walked away from it.”

After landing in Florida the
guardsmen were searched for
anything that might prove where
they had been. The false iden-
tity papers and passports were
confiscated.

“We were told to go home -
this never happened. If anyone
asked any questions we were to
deny everything. I still remem-
ber the last thing they told me -
the United States Government
had nething to do with this op-
eration.”

“The next morning I was back
at my job in Cullman selling in-
surance. The whole thing seemed
like a long nightmare, except I
couldn’t tell anybody about it.”

The same day a spokesman
for President Kennedy went on
national television and declared
“No American military personnel

Board Certified Hearing
Instrument Specialist

Center for Hearing, LLC

7531 5. Memorial Patlkway Suitie C
Phone (256) 489-7700

* Free Hearing Tests and Consultations

+ Zero down fimancing with low payments

* Competitive pricing

¢ Service and repair of all brands and makes of aids

* Hearing aid batteries

* Appoimtnments - Monday thru Friday from (8:00 am
Maurice Gant, BC-HIS unttil 5:00 pm) and Satturday upon request

Huntsville, Al 35802

00508041

were involved in the ill fated inva-
sien.”

A week later SheriffL.D. Walls
finally received a reply to his ques-
tions about the mysterious strang-
ers. “... the men in question were
employees offthe Wiildilife Protec-
tion and Research Control Board
but have since been terminated.”

There was not, and never had
been, a Wildlife Protection and
Research Control Board.

When you get tangled up
in your problems, just be
stlll. God wants us to be
still so he ean untangle
the knot.

Darryl Goldman, Huntsville
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And Many More!

| Five Points - Wellman Ave.

~ (256) 489-7837




Without Friends in
Madison County

The following is an actual copy of a

pension applicaitiernfiled by a disgruntled
Jormer Union soldier.

The United States of America, North-
ern District of Alabama, Madison County,
Huntsville:

On this 17th day of March, 1891, per-
sonally comes before me, a Notary Pub-
lic for said county, Howard English, who,
having been duly sworn, says he is an
applicant for relief under the June 27
Act, Disability Pensions Claim No.
876791, late of the United States Infantiy.

Applicant says that he is no longer able
to provide for himselff through meaningful
work due to an injury received on July 21,
1879 and pleads that he be awarded the
pension due him for his service in the United
States Infantry.

Applicant says that his injury oe-
eurred in defense of the reputation and
honor of the memories of his fallen com-
rades. Applicant says that on 21 of Julyy,
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The Price of Vengeance

Jrom 1888 newspaper

On December 12, of the year last, my son was mur-
dered by Leon Culpepper, late of this coumty.

I will trade my property consisting of one house, 24
acres with fresh water and 32 head of stock for the dead
body of Culpepper. An additional $1000.00 per carcass
will be paid for the bodies of other parties involved, if
aecompanied by proof, Culipepper’s body must be delivered
to my home and be recognizable. All inquiries should be
sent to Frank Sharp of Colbert Coumntty.

Pruftt

One Time Cuttings & Scheduled
Services Avallable

Cutting, Edging, Blewing, Shrub
Trimming, Debrls Cleanup,
Pressure Washing

Sammy Prultt

Ph. 256-990-0058

smail: emtspruitt@aol.com

Residentlal and Commercial
References Avallable

Ask about our fence, deck
and access ramp pricing

1879 he was at the rail depot in
Huntsville, Ala., where he was ac-
costed by a group efunrepentant
secessionists.

After Claimant had listened to
numerous vile and slanderocus
utterings about the Union, and the
eitizens ofthe Union, he felt it his
duty to defend the flag under

which he had served.

During the altercation he was e Care in your own home, in the hospital, and in
seized and physically thrown from assisted living facilities
the rail platform whereupon he + Experienced elder care workers

received numerous broken bones
and cuts.

Applicant says that he is with-
out friends in Madison County
willing to assume the care for him
and he is ill afforded the expense ®
of travel to Indiana from which he *
comes.

Signed, John Roberts

“ls there ever a day that
mattresses are not on sale?”

Linda Drake, Huntsville

TE

Child Con  Eidic Cwe  Pwsnal Swina  Buinoi Oppotosnity)

When your elderly loved one needs assistance
either temporarily or on an ongoing basis, Home
Buddies provides the highest quality care for
seniors, helping to maintain independence.

» Transportation to activities, shopping,
errands, and appointments, helping seniors

stay active and involved

« Household chores and meal preperation
« Convalescent care during recovery from

surgery or injury
Day and overnight care
Companionship

You can own a Home Buddies in your

region! Ifyou want to be a part of
"The Caring Connection” and touch
people's lives, Home Buddiies is a
unique business opportunity for yeu.

(256) 882-1299
email:
homebuddies@comeast.net

www.hemebuddies.com
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http://www.homebuddies.com
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News from
1899

- John Kenny was charged
$20 yesterday in court for beat-
ing his mule in front of the
courthouse. He was arrested last
month for beating his wife.

- Charles Hawk, a young
painter of Huntsville, about 24
years old, while attempting to
jump on a running freight train
that was passing Dallas Mills
Sunday afternoon, missed his
footing and fell with his right leg
under the wheels. It was so
badly erushed that it had to be
amputated three inches above
the knee.

- On Thursday last, Mr. John
Hertzler was riding in a buggy
on Clinton Street in this ecity. His
horse took fright near the Bap-
tist Church, ran away, and ran
the buggy against a tree on the
opposite side of the street,
throwing Mr. Hertzler out and
breaking loose. The horse ran
off. Mr. H. was knecked insen-
sible, was taken Into Mr. Thes.
Jamar’s house where he re-
mained there for two days.

- Lem Johnson, of Knoxville,
was arrested for picking pock-
ets near the Post Office. Appar-
ently he picked the wrong pocket
as he is now in jail under the
care of a physician.

- A son of Lira Elliot, of Lin-
coln Village, aged ten years, was
ill for a year and although hav-
ing a ravenous appetite, grew
emaciated. His physician gave
him some medicine that pro-
duced nausea and he was

“Considering all the lint you
get in your dryer, if you kept
drying your elethes would
they eventually just

disappear?”

Fred Jacebs, Athens

shocked by the appearance of a
snake which required all the
doctor’s force to draw from his
mouth. It was striped and
eighteen inches in length. The lad
recovered and is better.

- Miss Myrtle Halloway, a resi-
dent of Knoxville, is visiting Hunts-
ville with the goal of securing a
husband.

So far suitors have been far
and few between.

B & W AUCTION - 356 CAPSHAW ROAD

MADISON, AL 35757 (256) 837-1559 or (256) 837-8377

TONY FROM OHIO, ALONG WITH I-IAND..PICKED LOCAL ESTATE ITEMS! PARTIAL
LIST: FASHION CALENDAR CLOCK, 253 PIECE SET OF ROYAL ALBERT BONE
CHINA,, CHERRY 6 DRAWER J&P COATS SPOOL CABINET,, TIGER OAK CLAW
FOOTED BOOKCASE WI COLUMNS,, MAHOGANY DROPFRONT SECRETARY,,
NEEDLEPOINT FOOTSTOOLS,, MAHOGANY GAME TABLES,, WALNUT 6
DRAWER J&P COATS SPOOL CABINET,, TRAMP ART FRAME,, CHERRY
OCCASIONAL TABLE,, 2 ATWATER KENT DOME TOP RADIOS,, 8 DAY SETH
THOMAS WEIGHT CLOCK, 2 DRAWER MAHOGANY WORK TABLE,, EDISON
CYLINDER PHONOGRAPH W/HORN,, OAK STEPBACK CUPBOARD,, WALNUT
VICTORIAN GLASS DOOR BOOKCASE,, VICTORIAN STYLE SOFA,, NICKEL
SILVER CATHEDRAL SHOWCASE (CLAES LEHRBEUTER),, OAK CATHEDRAL
SHOWCASE (CLAES LEHRBEUTER),, CHERRY FLOOR MODEL SHOWCASE
(NASHVILLE SHOWCASE COMPANY),, OAK TABLE TOP SHOWCASE (JOS
KNITTEL SHOWCASE COMPANY),, OAK WALKING CANE DISPLAY CASE,, &
SLANT TOP OAK SHOWCASIE,, CURVED TABLE TOP SHOWCASE,, NICKEL
SILVER SLANT SHOWCASE (H KRUSE & COMPANY),, OAK 4 STACK BOOKCASE,,
OAK POST OFFICE LETTER HOLDER (32 PIGEON HOLES),, PRIMITIVE CHILDS
YOUTH CHAIR,, PAIR OF OAK FULL SIZE MANTELS,, PAIR OF MAHOGANY
CORNER CABINETS,, OAK 2 DOOR LEADED GLASS BOOKCASE,, 2 OAK LARKIN
DESKS,, 2 OAK CURVED CLASS CHINA CABINETS,, SPINET DESK, 2 OAK ICE
BOXES,, MAHOGANY PIER MIRROR,, SPOON CARVED VICTORIAN CENTER
TABLE,, INLAID MAHOGANY 'NAPKIN FOLD TABLE,, LEADED GLASS WINDOWS,,
VICTORIAN LOVESEAT,, VICTORIAN MARBLE TOP WASHSTAND,, 2 LANE CEDAR
CHESTS,, 2 THREE STACK ‘WETS' BOOKCASES,, IRON FENCING & GATES
(SEVERAL STYLES),, OLD POCKET WATCHES (I IN A GOLD CASE),, 58 PIECE
‘EASTERLING' STERLING SILVER FLATWARE,, OAK BEVEL GLASS DOORS,, 3
PIECE CAST IRON ORNAMENTAL PATIO SET,, OLD BIBLE,, JACK DANIEL BOTTLE
(SOLD BY C.C.BAXTER, CLINTON & JEFFERSON STS., HSV., AL),, HUNTSVILLE
HOTEL BAR BOTTLE (W,E.EVERETT, NSV., AL),, OLD COCA COLA CLOCK,,
AMBER FRUIT JARS,, 100+ COLLECTION OF OLD FRUIT JARS,, 2 OLD 'BALLY’
PINBALL MACHINES,, ROSEVILLE POTTERY,, OLD MILK BOTTLES (CLOPTONS,
WHITE OAK, MONTE SAY-MO)., OLD POSTCARDS,, DAZEY CHURNS,, FOSTORIA
CAKE PLATE, DEPRESSION GLASS,, PICTURE FRAMES & MIRRORS,,
COLLECTIBLES,,,,,, .., MUCH], MUCH MORIE flor youw o SEE!
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Southwest Florida Homes for
Less than Construction Costi!

Have you ever thought about having a vacation or retirement home where the Winters are so
mild that you can pursue your outdoor activities year-round? Now is the time to do just that.
Southwest Florlda, in particular, Cape Coral, Florida has a huge inventory of brand new homes
that are unsold and never lived in due to the downturn in the housing market. Many are short
sales (pre-foreclosure). Most of these homes are brand new and are owned by investors from
out of state, many of which have never been seen by the investor.

There are brand new homes selling for as little as $120,000. These are not inexpensive homes
eliher. These are 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, 2 car garage wlith appliances, security system and in-
ground irrigation systems. The homes | refer to are built between 2005 and 2008 and are built
to the Miami-Dade hurricane code. For not much more you can have a pool.

Cape Coral has 400 miles of canals, both freshwater and saltwater. If you decide on a waterfront
home you can fish from your backyard and catch a wide variety of fish. If you are a golfer,
champlonship golf courses are in every direction and the winter is the most popular season.

if you are a flsherman, it is a flsherman's paradise. You are minutes from Boca Grande, the
Tarpon Capital of the world. Also the beaches of Sanibel, Venice, Ft. Myers, Captiva and many
more are close by. Lake Okeechobee is 60 miles away and a day trip for bass fishermen.

| am an old Huntsville resident, born in Huntsville Hospital (when it was a small brick building),
graduated from Huntsville High School and still have many family members and friends that
live in the area. | will exchange e-maills with MLS listings with pictures for you to review. Also,
| will mail you maps and information on this area. | welcome the opportunity to talk with you
and help you with your dream home.

Average Winter Temps are 83 (Nov.), 78 (Dec.), 77 (Jan.), 76 (Feb.) and 82 (Mar.)

Charles Sanders KELLER WILMQ

Ph. (239) 898-9023 = = L T~
Waeb Site: www.SandersRealEstateTeam.com
email: charlessanders @kw.conm.
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In 1953 the popular Pub Restaurant was located on Pratt Avenue at the present site of
Propst Drugs. That same year the Reverend J. Otis King held a revival at the White Castle,
an infamous honky tonk located at the intersection of Meridian Street and Winchester Road.
Citizens were incensed at the newly installed parking meters around the courthouse square
and Huntsville Hospital had become so crowded that beds were placed in hallways.
Downtown merchants lobbied the city council to block the proposed Memorlal Parkway.

Those days are long gone, but the folks at Propst Drug store still
believe in offering the same dedicated, personal service that makes

our city a special place to live.
“ 7 e 717 Pratt Ave. NE
o’d Ty’n e Fnend’y sa’m Open 8 AM - 10PM - 7 days a week
(256) 530-7443

* One Heur Phete *

US Gov't. Post Office
UPS Shipping




