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The Age

of Elrgance

On summer days during the waning
years of the 19t century, some of the
wealthiest and most influential people in
the nation could be seen getting off
incoming trains at the Memphis & Charles-
ton depot in Huntsvilie.

These travelers had names like
Vanderbiit, Astor, and Gould, and were
highly placed in their respective flelds in
both the publie and private sectoi.

But they were net eeming to Hunts-
ville on business; rather, they were only
passing through on their way to one of
the eountry’s foremost upper-erust
playgrounds - the Monte Sano Hotel.

That period of time would forever be
remembered 1n Hunisville’s history as
the age of elegance.
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Lewter's Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.

While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more
employees, we still provide the same qualiity service our fore-fathers
insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the
same location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777




The Age
of Elegance

by Jack Harwell

On summer days during the
waning years of the 19th century,
some of the wealthiest and most
influential people in the nation
could be seen getting off incom-
ing trains at the Memphis &
Charleston depot in Huntsville.
These travelers had names like
Vamnderbilt, Astor, and Gould,
and were highly placed in their
respective fields in both the
public and private sector. But
they were not coming to Hunts-
ville on business; rather, they
were only passing through on
their way to one of the country’s
foremost and well-known upper-
crust playgrounds - the Monte
Sano Hotel.

It was an imposing place,
stretching more than 300 feet
along the mountain’s western
rim. Its three stories contained
over 200 rooms, each of which
was furnished as luxuriously as
the finest hostelries of New York
and Philadelphia. Perched only
100 yards from the bluff, it
would have been visible from
Huntsville, three miles away and
a thousand feet below. Pedes-
trians on the eity’s streets could
look up and see it, though it was

beyond the means of most of
them. At times they could hear a
train whistle as the Monte Sano
Railway shuttled visitors up and
down the mountain.

The attraction of the hotel,
and the reason for its construc-
tion, was the presence of a num-
ber of mineral springs on the
mountain. In the days before
now-benign diseases were
brought under control by anti-
biotics, the healing effects of
mineral waters were seen as the
means to a long and healthy life.
The springs on Monte Sano had
long been known for their restor-
ative powers. Dr. Thomas Fearn
may have been the first to use
water from the springs for the
treatment of disease, and is be-
lieved to have given the mountain
its name — Monte Sano, the moun-
tain of health.

By 1833, Dr. Fearn had es-
tablished a health colony on the
mountain. Around this colony
was organized the town of
Viduta, which had an inn, a
female seminary and a number of
fine homes. But the mountain
top’s remoteness kept the area
from developing any further. The
seminary closed after only three
years, and what little activity was
left around Viduta was swept
away by the Civil War. Little hap-
pened on the mountain during
the Reconstruction years.

The area’s revival began in

B
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1873 when Miictneped]
O’Shaughnessy came to town.
O’Shaughnessy was one of a
number of outsiders who came
in the postwar years, to exploit
the South’s untapped industrial
potential. A true entrepreneur
rather than a carpetbagger, he
had opened a cottonseed oil
plant in Nashville soon after the
war ended, and within a few
years was so successful that he
decided to expand into Hunts-
ville. Michael was soon joined
in north Alabama by his brother
James and several investors
from Nebraska. In order to pur-
sue their goal of building up in-
dustry in Huntsville in an orga-
nized manner, they formed the
North Alabama Improvement
Company in 1886.

The Improvement Company
also saw potential in the moun-
tain to the east of the city. James
had bought a home there, along
with 362 acres of land, in 1885.
Monte Sano, it was decided,
would be the perfect place for a
hotel, but notjust any hotel. The
Monte Sano Hotel would be as
grand and as lavish as the fin-
est inns in the great cities of the
northeast. It would be just the
sort of place that would cater
to the well-heeled people who
would surely be coming to the
area now that Huntsville was
becoming a major industrial
center.

The project began with the

purchase of 3,000 acres on the
western slopes, as well as the
old turnpike that had been built
up the side of the mountain in
the 1850s. On February 16,
1886, a building site was se-
lected adjacent to the old town
of Viduta, one hundred yards
from the edge of the mountain
top. Within a week, sixteen
teams of mule skinners had
been hired to begin carting
building supplies up to the con-
struction site. Some thought
was given to erecting a saw mill
to facilitate the work on the ho-
tel, but this plan was ultimately
abandoned because of the costs
involved. Lumber was freighted
in from Chattanooga and Mont-
gomery, although James
O’Shaughnessy saw to it that lo-
cal companies got the first bid
on building materials.

The North Alabama Improve-
ment Company detei mined that
the Monte Sano Hotel would be
the equal of the finest such estab-
lishments anywhere in the coun-
try. John Rea, the architect, had
designed a structure in the popu-
lar Queen Anne style that was
stately without being gaudy. When
completed, the three-story struc-

God may have created man
before woman, but
remember there is ALWAYS
a rough draft before the
final masterplece.

In 1939 Huntsville was recov-
ering from the Great Depression.
Money was hard to come by and

Dehaan Gates
Owner / Manager

people depended on Gates Auto Repair for honest and dependable
gervice. Over a half century later - they still do.
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The Veterans Memorial Museum

2060A Alrport Road - 883-3737

Since its opening in November of 2001, the
Veterans Memorial Museum has grown into one of
Alabama’s top military attractions. All of the displays
have been prepared and are maintained by volunteers.

The Museum displays more than 30 historical
military vehicles from World War | to the present, as
well as tableaus, artifacts, and other mernorabilia ﬁ
dating back to the Revolutionary War. One of the gems
of the Museum's collection is the ‘Merci' 40 et 8 boxcar,
a gift from the people of France to the people of
Alabama in 1950.

The Veterans Memorial Museum welcomes the
participation of military and veterans' groups and
individuals in making the Museum a valued educational
and memorial attraction in North Alabama. If you would
like to volunteer exhibits, sponsorship, time, or funds,
please contact us. We have a particular need for
volunteers to sponsor vehicles and wall displays. Any
donations of your time, memorabilia, building improve-
ments, or funds go directly toward making the Museum
an asset to the City of Huntsville and the State of
Alabama.

We are open to the public Wednesday through
Saturday from 10 AM to 4 PM. Other hours, for veteran
or student groups, are avallable by appolntment.
Admission is $5 per adult, $4 for seniors, and $3 for
students under 18.

Please visit our web site at memorialmuseum.org

This page sponsored by the

The Go den K Kiwanis zsises

M& Box 4848 -

Our Metto - Young Children, Priority One - Our Goal - Helping Kids

Clyde Barclay - Donald Bishop - Bill Brown - Chuck Bobo - Martin Burke
Gordon Dison - Kinley Eittrelm - Ernest Francis - Nell Cocker - Vie Grimes
Jack Grosser - Bill Grunwald - Ed Hardin - Jesse Hopkins - Bill Ivy
Andy Karabinos - Rand Lehman - Hartwell Lutz - John Martin - Hank Mattern - Bob Middleton
Hank Miller - Archie Murchie - Robert Overall - Wilbur Patterson - Pasqual Rico
Roscoe Roberts - Donald Royston - Blll Russell - Reggle Skinner - Joe Sloan
Bob Smith - Walt Terry - John Vaughn - Jim Webb - Ray Weinberg - Jim White
Jim Yeager - Sam Zeman
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ture would be 308 feet long and
200 feet wide. A wrap-around
porch would enclose the ground
floor on three sides. Risingabove
the third floor would be a double-
decked, bell-roofed observatony.
Water would be piped up the
mountain’s side from Big
Spring; drinking water would be
piped from Cold Spring. The
grounds would be illuminated
by gaslight. Setting off the hotel
grounds would be the magnifi-
cent landscaping work of Major
Schrimshaw, one of the finest
landscape artists in New York.

Architect Rea had predicted
that the hotel would be opened
by June, but various delays
pushed the opening date back a
full year. Nevertheless, the work
continued, and by the spring of
1887 furniture was being carted
up the mountain as the finish-
ing touches were placed on the
hotel.

The great day finally arrived
as the Monte Sano Hotel wel-
comed its first guests on June
1, 1887. The following night, a
grand ball was held to celebrate
the hotel’s opening. To say that
this was the social event of the
season would be an understate-
ment. A erowd of 400, some
from as far away as Pennsylva-
nia and New York, arrived for
the festivities. Trains arriving at
the depot in Humtsville were
packed. The hotel’s opening ex-
ceeded Michael O’Shaughnessy’s
wildest dreams.

Entertainment for the grand
opening ball was provided by a

string band from Nashville. The
40 by 60 foot ballroom was
filled with people dancing, laugh-
ing, and enjoying the music.
Those who needed fresh air
could go outside and walk
around the gas-illuminated ho-
tel grounds. Gas for the lights
was generated by a plant that
was part of the hotel complex.
At midnight, refreshments were
served and the partygoers moved
into the large dining room.

At the table, guests ate their
food using china and flatware en-
graved with the words “Monte
Sano.” The motto of the hotel’s
manager, S. E. Bates, was, “The
kitchen is the foundation of ev-
ery good hotel.” That night,
Bates outdid himself. A news-
paper story a few weeks later
would talk of Bates’ “umsur-
passed dining room laden with
everything to tempt the appetite.”

The success of opening night
set the tone for the hotel’s first
season. Day after day, anxious
visitors arrived in Huntsville
from all over the country. Ho-
tel guests arriving at the depot
were shuttled to the top of the
mountain in a carriage drawn
by six horses. Along the way, the
carriage would stop to allow
passengers to view the valley be-
low. Once the carriage had arrived

A husband can surprise his
wife on their anniversary
by merely mentioning it.

Judy Hawke

L. Thomas Ryan, Ji.

Attorney At Law
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Alabama License #992
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Neuromuscular
Deep Tissue
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in the hotel’s circular drivewzsy,
visitors would stroll along walk-
ways lined with shrubs and flow-
ers to the main entrance, where
the double doors were inlaid with
colored glass.

Everything about the hotel was
designed to provide the maximum
comfort for its guests. The lobby
featured a series of pigeonholes
for mail, which was delivered and
picked up twice daily. After regis-
tering, guests would be led by uni-
formed attendants down the long
carpeted hallways to their
rooms. There were no inside
rooms at the Monte Sano; each
of the hotel’s 225 rooms opened
to the outside. Plush furniture
was everywhere, but no two
rooms were furnished identi-
cally.

The hotel was built in the
shape of a cross, with the top
pointing north. The long south
wing contained baths, a barber
shop, a pool room, and a sa-
loon. An adjacent building con-
tained two bowling alleys. Nearby
stood an 80 foot water tower
which was filled by pumps bring-
ing water up the mountain side
from Big Sprimg. Drinking water
was piped from Cold Sprimg,

northeast of the hotel. Other
buildings held servants’ quarters
and a laundiryy.

Those who grew tired of the
hotel’s luxurious accommoda-
tions could go outside and stroll
the boardwalk which overlooked
the bluff. Bowling, croquet, and
tennis were offered for those
who were interested in games.
There were also more than
twenty miles of hiking and bridle
trails which led to such attrac-
tions as the natural well, then
called the “bottomless well.” The
trails also led to the numerous
springs which were the reason
for the hotel’s construction. The
hotel manager conducted guided
tours to the springs daily.

By the time the hotel’s first
season ended in August, over a
thousand guests had registered
and the hotel showed a profit.
The North Alabama Improve-
ment Company was delighted
and began plans for the second

“It a deaf person has to go
to court, is it stlll called a
‘hearing’?”

Larry Davis, age 11
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phase of the mountain’s develop-
ment - a rail line linking the re-
sort with the city. The members
ofthe improvement company re-
alized that the railroad was the
logical next step if the hotel was
to be successful. The four-hour
carriage ride from the train sta-
tion was an ordeal which was sure
to dampen the enthusiasm of
those who came to experience
Monte Sano’s luxurious accom-
modations. More people would be
encouraged to come to the hotel
ifthey could get there in the com-
fort offa railroad coach.

Unfortunatielly, the success of
the hotel did not translate into
smooth sailing for the railroad.
Ground was broken for the road
on July 6, 1888, and no sooner
had construction begun when it
was halted by a strike, probably
the first such action in Hunts-
ville history. Management re-
sponded by bringing in 500
workers from Birmingham, ef-
fectively ending the strike after
one week.

More bad luck dogged the
railroad. Newspaper stories re-
ported rather unwisely that the
line would be completed by the
middle of August. From the de-
pot, it would run eastward up
Clinton Street (now Clinton Av-
enue) and reach the foot of the
mountain near Maple Hill Cem-
etery. The tracks had not yet
reached Calhoun Street (now the
site of East Clinton Elementary
School) by August 4, by which
time the railroad’s Baldwin loco-
motive and three coaches had
arrived.

By early September, three
miles of track had been laid -
one third of the way to the hotel -
and workmen and supplies were

A class reunion is a
gathering where you
come to the conclusion
that most of the people
your age are actually a lot
older than you are.

being carried to the construction
site via rail in a boxcar.

On September 6, a work crew
boarded the car after a lunch
break and began the trip up the
mountain. One of the men, a 26-
year-old black worker from
Eutaw named Frank Barker, was
riding on the brake wheel on top
of'the car. In the days before pneu-
matic brakes, brakemen would
ride on top of the cars and set the
brakes by turning large wheels by
hand - a dangerous and exhaust-
ingjob. As the train approached
Lincoln Street, it passed beneath
an overhead telephone line that
had been placed by a private in-
dividual at less-than-regulation
height. The wire caught Barker
by the neck and toppled him to
the ground. Before he could move
to safety, he was run over by the
boxcar’s wheels. The other work-
ers quickly ran to his aid, but it

Spry Funeral
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since 1919

(256) 536-6654

We now have the first phase of

Valley View Cemetery

open with 100 acres reserved for]
future development.

(256) 534-8361
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was too late. Barker died before
he eould receive medical attention.

The tragic death of Frank
Barker was the worst incident
associated with the railroad’s con-
struction, but it was by no
means the only misfortune that
affected the enterprise. It was
becoming clear that the railroad
would generate no revenue in
1888, and its creditors were
becoming nervous. Some even
went to court to try to get liens
placed against the line. As the
litigation went on, the railroad
continued its glacial pace up the
side of Monte Sano. The last
eight and one-half tortuous
miles would require ten months
to complete; the steel rails fi-
nally arrived on the mountain top
on August 7, 1889. There, a sta-
tion narned Laura’s View was con-
structed to receive passengers

“It everything seems to be
golng well, you have obviously|
overlooked something.”

Barbara Saunders, Hampton Cove

going to and from the hotel.

Even after it began operation,
the railroad was not an immedi-
ate success. It did reduce travel
time to the hotel from four
hours to thirty minutes, but the
trip was not without its hazards.
From the depot, the train trav-
eled through the center of town
on existing trolley tracks, and
shopkeepers were not thrilled
with the idea of a huge, smok-
ing, clanking steam train com-
ing down the street. A dummy
trolley car shell had to be fitted
over the locomotive to keep from
frightening the horses, and the
train was known thereafter as
the “dummy” line.

Not long after it began, the
train experienced its first opera-
tional accident. In those days
locomotives were fitted with
sand pipes, which were operated
from the cab and dumped sand

Fumiture

Bar & Quill

Open at
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for

Happy Hour Drink Specials!
Visiit our Patio - one ofthe
mosi popular places in town!

Live Entertainment
Wed., Fri. & Saturday

Open Tues. - Sat. for fine dining
and your enjoyment.
(2586) 539-8001
619 Meridian Street

e

LAWREN'S

809 MADISON STREET
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

BRIDAL REGISTRY

China, Crystal, Silver, Pewter, Table
Linen, Cookware.
Decorative Accessories, Invitations and
Amnouncements, Lenox China & Crystal,
Fine Linens & Cottons For Bed & Bath.




in front of the driving wheels for
added traction when needed. But
if the sand became moist, which
frequently happened, it would
not flow through the pipes. Ap-
parently the sand pipes on the
Monte Sano locomotive clogged
as it came down the mountain
one day; the engineer was un-
able to reduce his speed and the
train jumped the tracks. Fortu-
nately, there were no injuries
and the train was quickly put
back into service. The nervous
railroad manager took out a
newspaper advertisement reas-
suring the public of the
railroad’s safety and reminding
them that more injuries had
come from mishaps involving
horse-drawn wagons on the
turnpike than on the train.

In spite of all the difficulties
with its construction, the rail-
road was successful in increas-
ing the number of visitors to the
hotel and the 1890 season was
a good one. The hotel, now man-
aged by Harvey S. Denison, be-
gan publishing its own newspaper,
the Monte Sano Breeze. The
Breeze contained informative ar-
ticles about the mountain, testi-
monial letters extolling the hotel’s
delights, and a good number of
advertisements. Also, in 1890,

Why is it people say
“I slept like a baby”
when babies wake up
every 2 hours?

Jack Phillips

James O’'Shaughnessy built a new
home on the mountain top about
amile east of the hotel. The house
was enormous ~ perhaps 200 feet
long ~ and was built in the same
Queen Anne style the hotel
sported. Out back of the house
was a lily pond and a gazebo. A
footpath, known as “Flirtation
Path,” circled the pond. The pond
was very popular with hotel visi-
tors.

The first visitors to the ho-
tel had carried home tales of its
comforts and attractions, and
the place now enjoyed a national
reputation, attracting tourists
from all over the country. They
rarely left disappointed, and
some of their words of praise
were printed in the Breeze. One
such letter, written by the editor
of the New York Sun, described
a typical reaction to the hotel's
finery: “The hotel is elegantly
furnished, kept in first-class
style, and in all the appoint-
ments is a model of convenience,
comfort, and luxury ... Neither
money nor pains is spared in
securing the best service, and in
having [the hotel] kept in a style
nowhere excelled in the United
States.”

The early 1890s were the
Monte Sano Hotel’s best years.
Wealthy people continued to
come to the hotel for the com-
forts it provided, touring the
mountain’s various attractions and
strolling the path around
O’Shaughnessy’s lily pond. But the
horizon which had seemed so

Sam ]. Citrano, Jr., DMD, P.C.
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live in a country where
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Consider it moving and stor-
age on your own terms, without
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bright in 1887 began to cloud just
six years later. In June, 1893, it
was announced that the Monte
Sano Railroad would not operate
that season. The stated reason
was the expected drop in atten-
dance at the hotel due to the
Columbian Exposition in Chicago
that year. In fact, the railroad was
in serious financial trouble. Its
construction and operation had
overextended the North Alabama
Improvement Company’s assets,
and various court actions had
restricted the line’s ability to
operate. The hotel was also begin-
ning to operate at a loss.

It was becoming obvious that
the hotel and railroad would
rise and fall together. Trains
began to run again in 1894, but
it would be for the last time.
Mounting debts forced the clos-
ing of both the rail line and the
hotel in 1895. The courts or-
dered the Monte Sano Railroad
sold in 1896, and the rails
which had been so laboriously
laid just eight years earlier, were
lifted the following year for
scrap.

But the Monte Sano Hotel
was not finished yet. It reopened
under new management in
1897, and for a while it ap-
peared the hotel would weather
its financial difficulties. The
Spanish-American War provided
a briefboost for the mountain top
retreat. Military balls held there
were quite popular with the thou-
sands of troops stationed at
Huntsville for the war.

A mountain resident, Sydney
Mayhew, deeded property for a
nondenominational church for
hotel guests. Management felt
confident enough in the future to
have electric lights installed on the
grounds.

It was no use. Within two
years the hotel had fallen vic-
tim to a poor economy and a
change in popular tastes. Medi-
cal science was beginning to find
cures for yellow fever and other
feared diseases, and people were
no longer so willing to make
longjourneys by train and horse-
drawn carriage to high-priced re-
sorts so they could soak in min-
eral springs for their health. The
hotel closed for good after the
1900 season.

By 1901, hogs and cattle

Nothing is more annoying
than to have someone faii
to tell you a piece of
gossip you sald you didn’t
want to hear in the first
place.

Free Attorney Camsaltation for Bankrupﬁcy

The Law Firm of

MITCHELL HOWIE

Legal Services - Probate - Estate Planning - Wills
533-2400

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal
services performed by other lawyers.

Sizzling Fajitas Are Our Specialty”

i “All You Care To Eat" Every Wednesday SPM - PR
Special Lunch Buifet Mon - Fri 11AM to 2PW
Lunch Specials Saturday & Sunday
Open 7 Days A Week

BOMPLETE TAKE OUT MENY s

BANQUET FACILITIES 2008 MEMORIAL PKWY SW



0ld Huntsville Page 13

- The Angus steakhouse & Lounge

10300 Bailey Cove Rd. (just south of Weatherly Road)

Hours: Tues-Sat 3pm (Lounge), Dining 5pm til 10pm
Happy Hour 3-6pm Tuesday - Saturday

Reservations Suggested Fri. & Sat. - Fri & Sat closing time 1 1p;rr-

Anau
4 he ﬂﬂg “For the Times When Only the Best will Do”
' Casual Fine Dining

(]

Appetizers
T (256) 883-0600
Portobello Mushroom with Blue Lump Crabmeat Stuffing
One Large Portobello, Wood Grilled, Stuffed Full of Sweet Crabmeat in a Spicy Remoulade Sauce
New England Style Blue Lump Crab Cakes
Two (2) In-house prepared, 4 oz. Crab Cakes, Pan Seared, served with our Own Spicy Remoulade
Sauce :
Top #1 Sashimi Tuna
~ #1 Sushi Grade Tuna Loin, Wood Grilled & served Rare with an Asian Dipping Sauce
. Carpaccio.
Tender, Thin Sliced, Filet of Certified Angus Beef, Served Rare with Grated Blue Cheese and a Dash
of Extra Virgin Olive Oil '

Entrees

Filet Mignon ‘
A Beef Medallion from the finest Cut of C.A.B. Tenderloin

Australian Lamb Chops
Four (4) Chops.seasoned with Rosemary and Thyme, Grilled to Order, served with Mint Jelly and
Buttered Broccoli °

Grilled White Peking Duck Breast ‘
Grade A Farm Raised Duck, Fire Grilled in a Port Wine Plum Sauce, served with Buttered Parsley,
New Potatoes and Sauteed Green Beans

Ashley Farm Free Range Chicken Breast
Oven-basted with Angus Signature Portobello Mushrooms, Roasted Corn, White Wine Gravy,
Served with Grilled Asparagus o PRl

Wild Alaskan Salmon Filet g
Wood Fire Grilled, served with Grilled Asparagus

New Engiand Sea Diver Scallops
Six (6) Large, Fresh, Sea Diver Scallops, Pan-Seared in a Lemon Roasted Garlic Infused Virgin Olive
Oil, served with Lemon Butter Broccoli

Caribbean Lobster Tails -
Two (2) 4 0z.Tails served with Drawn Butter and Lemon Butter Broccoli. i
Prepared by choice: Grilled, Baked, or Broiled

Giant “Siberian Red” Crab Legs
Three (3) Giant Crab legs, 12” to 16” in Length and One Claw from the Ice Cold Waters of the Great
Bearing Sea

0

'We-.\SpeciaIize in 100% Certified Angus Beef
Ribeye - Filet - New York Strip - Porterhouse - Prime Rib (Sat. only)

3
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were grazing on the grounds so
lovingly planned by Major
Scrimshaw, where elegantly
dressed ladies and bowler-hatted
gentlemen had once strolled. The
hotel stood empty and forlorn. It
appeared its time had passed.

During the next few years,
plans were put forth by differ-
ent parties for reopening Monte
Sano’s resort hotel. In August
1904, the Huntsville Mercury
announced an effort by some lo-
cal residents to build an elec-
tric railway up the mountain.
Plans for the rail line simmered
for four years, until late 1908,
when the newspaper announced
an auction to raise funds for the
line, at the same time encour-
aging readers to buy their tick-
ets for the railroad right away.

In April 1909, word came that
the line would be completed by
July. Edward L. Pulley, general
manager of the Huntsville Rail-
way, Power and Light Company,
which was charged with build-
ing the railway, then said that
efforts were underway to convert

the hotel into a tuberculosis sani-
tarium, which would circulate
$400,000 annually into the city’s
economy. But just as it appeared
that the hotel might actually be re-
opened, the building and 27 acres
of land were sold.

For a short while, the old
hotel bore the distinction of being
one of the largest private resi-
dences in America when Lena
Garth bought the hotel to use as
a summer home for her ailing
and elderly father, Horace. But
Horace Garth died in 1911, and
the structure was vacated once
more.

In 1916, yet another attempt
was made to reopen the hotel.
Jemison Real Estate of Birming-
ham announced plans to con-
vert the resort to an exclusive
country club, with a golf course
and tennis courts. The club’s

“This young lady has delusionJ
of adequacy.”

Seen on recent employee
review

Maurice Gant, BC-HIS
Board Certified Hearing
Instrument Specialist

Center for Hearing, LLC

7531 S. Memorial Parkway Suite C
Phone (256) 489-7700

* Free Hearing Tests and Consultations

e Zero down financing with low payments

¢ Competitive pricing

* Service and repair of all brands and makes of aids

» Hearing aid batteries

» Appointments - Monday thru Friday from (8:00 am
until 5:00 pm) and Saturday upon request

Huntsville, Al 35802

00508041

Huntsville, Al. 35801

904 Bob Wallace, Suite 210 '

Luxury Homes - Custom-Built

kathydevier@yahoo.com

activities would also include bowl-
ing, billiards, fishing, horseback
riding, and fox hunting, It was fur-
ther suggested that the hotel might
also be used as a convention cen-
ter. Opening was set for January
1, 1917, but when the date ar-

“lgnorance must not be
bliss, or you’d see a lot of
people jumping for joy all

the time.”

Jimmy Upton

rDisconwt Desﬂimgner
Shoes & Upscale

Consignment CIothing

S

| Prada
St. John

[ Miu Miu
Ferragamo

Discount Designer Shoes i

A——

Gucci

| Chanel
Valentino %
Cole Haan ‘
Stuart Weitzman A

Fendi
... And Many Mor .I:

Five Points - Wellman Ave.

(256) 489-7837

‘Devier Built Fine Homes

Office (256) 533-0545
Fax .(256) 533-0579

We spebialize in the restoration & remodelirig ofoHuntsVilIe ’s Historic homes. With over
thirty years experience we can take the heartache out of your next remodeling project-


mailto:kathydevier@yahoo.com

rived, repairs were still being
made on plumbing and electrical
wiring. From then until May,
newspaper advertisements de-
clared that the facility would be
opening soon.

The country club did finally
open, on a limited basis, on June
24,1917. Facilities for the out-
door activities were still incom-
plete, but the club’s manager,
Harvey Hughes, promised music
and dancing every afternoon and
evening. But by this time,
America was involved in the
Great War, and light lunches and
dancing at a made-over resort
from the gilded age did not fit the
national mood. Jemison was
forced to sell the property back
to the Garths. Thereafter, the
hotel was opened once a year
for a public ball; the rest of the
time it sat empty.

“Retirement is when your

wife realizes that she never

gave your secretary nearly
enough sympathy_”

Jack Jeremy

The mountain around the
abandoned hotel was changing,
however. In 1926 a group of de-
velopers bought 200 acres on
the top of the mountain with the
idea of building a recreational
community of summer homes.
Those plans were soon done in
by the onset of the Great De-
pression. Monte Sano Boulevard
opened on Independence Day,
1927, and for the first time it was
possible to drive up the mountain
in an automobile. Attentive motor-
ists on the mountain might catch
a glimpse ofthe abandoned hotel

Old Himmtsville Page 15

through the windows of their
Packards and Chevrolets.

In the summer of 1935, con-
struction began on Monte Sano
State Park. Much of this work
was performed by the young men
of the Civilian Conservation
Corps. In addition to building
the cabins and other structures in
the park, the CCCs made a num-
ber of improvements to the
mountain’s roads; these included
the paving of Monte Sano Bou-
levard and the old road to Cold
Spring, from whence drinking
water had once been piped to

(256) 852-5402

RENT forthe ELDERLY, DISABLED and/or
HANDICAPPED based on INCOME

(Section 8)

First Seventh-Day Adventist Towers

*Stove *Refrigerator *Carpet *Drapes *Smoke Detectors
*Emergency call system *HVAC *Laundry *Utilities Included

3409 Verona Avenue
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Monday - Friday

Wit Sill
Btomey STt Kuil

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury

* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A Job - Its Our Mission”

920 Merchants Walk
Suite B
Humntsville, Al

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

(256) 534-4502 Office
(256) 534-4503 Fax
(256) 233-3328 (Athens)
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Monte Sano Hotel. This latter
road was renamed Fearn Street,
in honor of the doctor who had
been the first to realize the health-
ful benefits of mountain living,

By now the hotel had been
empty for over 20 years.
Through wars and depression,
good times and bad, this old
relic of a simpler time waited
for a re-awakening which would
never come. The long carpeted
hallways and lavishly furnished
rooms remained silent.

On March 9, 1944, as war
raged around the globe, the
Huntsville Times placed a local
interest story below the front
page headlines: Monte Sano
Hotel Sold; Buildings to Come

A man could live twice
as long if he didn’t
spend the first haif of
his life acquiring hablts
that shorten the other
half.

Down. The hotel, as well as the
remaining furnishings within,
had been sold to the Mazer Lum-
ber and Supply Company of Bir-
mingham. The hotel would be
dismantled and the furnishings
sold. The razing of the building,
the story said, would begin imme-
diatelky.

There is no way of knowing
the identity of the last person
to walk the hotel’s hallways on
its last day. Whoever it was
would have found the structure
in a remarkable state of repair
for all the neglect it had suffered.
The newspaper article noted
that “practically all lumber in
the buildings is in remarkably
good condition and the interior
ofthe hotel, with the exception of
cracked plastering, shows little
effects ofthe passage ofyears.”

The interior of the building
would have been recognizable to
the Astors, the Vandei bilts, and all
the other captains ofindustry who
had once walked its halls. If our

R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC. |

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

General Contractors
Residential & Commercial
Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

“A Comtractor You Can
Trust*

Woody
fAnd¢rson
Ford

On the eorner of

Jordan Lang &
Sparkman Siivg

256-539-944d

ANV oliardii@ssorfiord. eom

Yes, our trucks come
with a rearview mirror.

No, we haven't used
itin 30 years.




unknown last visitor had a sense of history, he
might have paused for a moment and listened
for the sounds of music and of laughter of young
men and women who had once passed that way.

Having ascertained that no vagrants had
taken shelter in the old building, the person,
most likely an employee of the lumber com-
pany, left the building, and the process of
demolition began. Little by little the grand
old structure was reduced until all that was
left was one three-story chimney. Somehow,
thankfully, this chimney survived.

Gradually, all the structures associated
with the hotel fell victim to the passage of
time. The O'Shaughnessy house was torn
down in the 1920s, disappearing so completely
that its exact location was unknown until dis-
covered in the mid-1990s. The lily pond and
remnants of “Flirtation Walk” survive, as do
traces of the gazebo’s foundation.

After the railroad tracks were salvaged, the
cross ties were left in stacks, which eventually
vanished. The Monte Sano Union Chapel was
demolished in 1968. The site of the long-disap-
peared Laura’s View station is now private prop-
erty on Shelby Avenue.

But the Monte Sano Hotel is not gone from
us completely. The staircase and some of the
doors and lanterns were purchased by Aaron
Fleming, whose home on Whitesburg Pike had
been damaged by fire about the time the hotel
was being salvaged. These items were incorpo-
rated into the Fleming house and are there still.

It is likely that many of the hotel’s fixtures
were sold to builders by the Birmingham com-
pany and found their way into new homes all
over Alabama where they may
survive to this day.

Today, the old chimney on Old
Chimney Road, the railroad em-
bankments, and some old grainy
photographs are the only tangible
evidence we have that the Monte
Sano Hotel ever existed.

Only in our imaginations can
we stroll the artfully manicured
grounds or ride the rails up the
mountain.

&

“If they raise the minimum
wage to $1/hour, nobody will
be able to hire outside help at

the store.”

Newspaper Headline in 1955
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Senior Real Estate Specialists

Experience
Real Estate
[Parkway Perimeter
507-A Drake Ave., SE “Team Richard”
Huntsville, A1 35801 www.teamrichardrealtors.com

SRES

Dick Smith John Richard
Broker Associate Broker
457-3929 603-7110

“Addressing the needs of
home buyers and sellers
age 55 plus.”

68 years of Real Estate

Only in America do drugstores make the sick
people walk all the way to the back of the
store to get their prescriptions, while healthy

people can buy cigarettes at the front.

AI pha Estate Sales & Appraisals

Check our website for information on upcoming auctions.
Downsizing - Moving - Estate Liquidation -We Sell it All!

~We sort, price, mark and sell all your items for you.

Experience, Professionalism
and Excellence to each of our
customers

Bob Baker, H.S.C.A,,
Owner

Gary Lee Knight,
Sales Manager

Visit our website for
upcoming sales

www.alphaestatesales.com|

| 1214 Meridian Street (256) 536-3117
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Heard On

the Street

by Cathey Carney

We had a winner for the
December Photo of the Month!
Lewis Rasmussen recognized the
picture of the little boy as that of
Ceeil Ashburn, whose road off
Bailey Cove is now legendary due
to the conflict over Christmas
trees. For you newcomers, several
years ago people began decorat-
ing the wild trees that grow along
the roadside before Christmas
along Cecil Ashburn Drive, down
to the Hampton Cove area. It was
all done in secret, and suddenly
there were hundreds of decorated
trees! Huntsville residents loved
it (with a few exceptions) and each
year the number of decorated
trees grew. It became a problem
for the city in regards to cleanup
after the holidays. So several
groups of citizens volunteered to
clean up, but the city asked the
residents to stop decoratimg. Stay
tuned - we think it will continue!

John Henegar’'s annual
Christmas party at Lee Ann’s Bar
& Restaurant was packed with
people there to watch Tony Ma-
son perform along with a special
guest, Jeff Cook of the legendary
band “Alabama.” Some of the
folks we saw there were Louie
& Jane Tippett, Glenn
Watson, Jim Vaughn, and

Doris Tucker. Marie Hewett was
there, Becky & Danny Loggins,
Mr. & Mrs. Scoit McClain and
Robert Patterson. Lynwood
Smiith and his wife Missy were
rocking out to the great music,
along with hundreds of others - it
was the best party ever!

City Councilman Bill Kling
and his pretty wife Tamji were
there as well, and it’s always great
to catch up with them.

Speaking of Tanji, she is so
proud of her beautiful Mom
Elizabeth Lyon who will be 81
in February. Elizabeth is a life-long
resident of Madison County and
raised 4 kids! She’s the best.

I mrettthee sswesd s tyaunggl bediy
recently at lunch at Weatherly
Heights Elementary School. Her
name is Isabel Okinedo, and she
is a third-grader in Mrs. Beard’s
class. I was there having lunch
with my granddaughter Hannah
Troup, who is also a third-grader
in Mrs. Bougher's class. Anyweay,
Isabel knows exactly what she
wants to do when she gets older,

Eteating the very best

communities...
communities...

ADAMS ALLEY » CLIFT’s CoVE « HAMPTON FALLS APARTMENT COMMUNITY
HERITAGE PLANTATION ¢ HERITAGE PROVENCE
HERITAGE STATION « MT, CARMEL BY THE RIVER
THE BRIDGES ON THE RIVER

ultimate community...

MCMULLEN

ESD

ENFINGER

STEELE
DEVELOPNENT

she wants to be a dermatologiist.
When asked why, she said she
wanted to help people with their
skin problems, but most of all she
wants to follow in the footsteps of
her Dad, who is also a doctor. He
is Dr. Clement Okinedo, owner
of Zoe Medical Care. His wife,
Lisa, and Isabel’s mom, works as
manager at the office there. Isabel
has a sister, Michelle, and
brother, Denzel. She was just a
delightful young person to speak
with, and says that since she
has a March 16 birthday, she is
so looking forward to spring!
The Veterans Memorial Mu-
seum is something everyone
should go to visit. It’s located off
Airport Road west of Parkway,
and is packed with military ve-
hicles and other displays. Chuck
Owens (a WWII and Korean vet)
recently visited with his great
grandson Evan Troup and they
were fascinated by the displays.
The day of the Channel 31
Christmas Parade downtown
was cold and dreary, but that
didn’t keep hundreds of parade-
watchers home. The bands were

Photo of The Month

The first person to correctly
identify the youngster below wins a
1-year complimentary subscription
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502

Hint: This little boy spends
his time between his business
and a very old house.




great (Love the A&M band, I
could listen to them all day), and
one of the highlights was Bill
Miller in his 1929 yellow Ford
auto!

Cecil and Margaret
Ashburn’s grandson Jeremy
Farber, son of Jennifer
Gillespie, is getting married in
the spring and currently lives in
Washington DC. Jeremy’s fiance
is Michelle Powers, a nutrition-
ist from there.

Pat Keefer and her son Levi
will also be going for the wedding
which will be held in a historical
plantation in the area called
Raspberry Plains in Virginia.

Audra Wilson owns Salon
Bella on Church St. & has the
worst possible day for a birthday.
It was on December 27, but we
hope it was a fun day for you!

The Winter Wine Event is
held annually to benefit the
Huntsville Museum of Art. This
year on Jan. 29 there will be a
wine tasting as well as a Silent
Auction with delicious food of-
fered. (starts at 6:30 pm) On Jan.
30 there will be a Wine Dinner
and Live Auction starting in the
evening. This event is being pre-
sented by the Women’s Guild of
the Huntsville Museum of Art.
For more info call 535-4350 ext.
217.

Happy Birthday to Heather
Bzdell. She is the sweet daugh-
ter of proud Dad John Bzdell,
who owns Marathon Painting.

We keep hearing about people
leaving their valuables & purses
in their cars, in full sight of any-
one looking in. It is too much of a
temptation for some people if they
see that in view. The smartest
thing to do, if you HAVE to leave
your purse in your car, is to put
it in the trunk or hide it some-
how. Also, when you are leaving
any store or mall, don't be afraid
to ask a mall representative to es-
cort you to your car if you feel un-
easy. If someone seems to be fol-
lowing you to your car, just turn
around and go back into the

store. Be aware of everything go-
ing on around you, including
people. Finally, when you do get in
your car, immediately lock your
doors. Oftentimes crooks will wait
for a victim to get in the car, know-
ing it's going to be a few minutes
before you leave.

As much of this theft involves
injury, to say nothing of the men-
tal trauma you'll go through, it's
just smart to protect yourself.
Don't be an easy target for anyone.

You sure don't hear “Happy
92nd Birthday” too often, but I'm
especially happy to wish my Dad,
Chuck Owens, a happy birthday
January 15. He and mom,
Annelie Owens, have lived at
Redstone Village for the past 5
years and really like it there.
Happy Birthday, Dad, I'm so very
proud of you.

We keep hearing stories about
the Historic Lowry House and the
spirits that may still be there! The
home alarm goes off for no rea-
son at all, glasses come flying off
the mantle at the fireplace, faces
are seen looking out of the win-
dows. Who knows - there may be
a movie in the future about the
events going on here!

February 6 is the date for the
Divine Performing Arts Chinese
Spectacular, which last year was
very memorable. It will be held at
the Von Braun Civic Center and is
well worth the price of a ticket.
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Al & Rebecca Temple (owner
of Rebecca’s in 5 Points) recently
spent time in San Antonio visiting
their son Jason and his family.
They are very proud of their son,
who is in the Navy.

Joyce Russell, of New York
Life, certainly has alot of gifts to
buy in December! Her daughter
Megan Mack had a birthday Dec.
16, while grandson Trenton
Dyer-Keefer has a December 19
birthday. Grandson Nathan Dyer-
Keefer turned a year older on Dec.
4. Mom and dad to the boys are
Wendy and Wyatt Keefer.

Much colder weather is soon
coming up, so be sure and keep
an eye on your older friends and
neighbors.

ADULT DAY CARE
SERVICES

Home
702 Andrew Jackson Way

Huntsville, Al 35801

(256) 489-5182 Ofs.
(256) 489-5168 Fax
Email us at naburt@knology.net

Mon-Fri 7am-6pm

| i

Louie Tippett, Owned & Operated

209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville

UNITED

FIRE & WATER
DAMAGE

RESTORATION

- UNITED CLEANING
SERVICE

933-7163

Specializing in: Carpet, Drapery & Upholstery, Oriental

Rugs, Mini-Blinds, Removal of Unwanted Odors
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4 eggyolks

1/4 c. sugar

Dash salt

2 c. scalded milk
%2 t. vanilla

1 pkg. Lady fingers
Apricot jam

V2 c. whiskey
Toasted almonds
Whipped cream

Beat yolks and stir in the
sugar and salt. Stir milk in
gradually and cook over hot wa-
ter, stir constantly til mixture
coats your spoon. Chill, flavor
with vanilla.

Split the lady fingers and
spread with the jam. Put a layer
in a glass bowl and pour whis-
key over it, let the cake soak up
the liquor. Cover with half of
the custard, repeat layer of lady
fingers sprinkled with whiskey
and pour over remaining custard.
In a mixing bowl beat the cream

cheese and sugar til creamy, add
peanut butter and milk. Beat
slowly til smooth, 3 minutes.
Blend in the topping til no streaks
appear, pour into pie shell and
freeze. When you serve, this is
good with a topping of whipped
cream and a drizzle of chocolate
syrup, with a light sprinkling of
crushed toasted peanuts.

Cheeslate Popesrn

1 ¥2 c. sugar

1 T. butter

1 square unsweetened choco-
late

3 qgrts. freshly popped plain
popcorn

3 T. water

Boil your sugar, butter,

chocolate and water til mixture
spins a long thread. Pour hot
over popped corn and stir til all
kernels are coated. Delicious!!

Pate Peean

2 ccssggar
1 c. milk

2 T. butter

1 c. pitted dates, chopped

1 c. chopped pecans

Cook the sugar and milk to

soft ball stage. Add the butter,
stir. Add dates and cook slowily,
stirring all the while til dates
are dissolved. Remove from
heat and beat til mixture stiff-
ens. Add the pecans, stir and
pour on thin, damp clean cloth.
Roll into a long loaf, let cook
and slice thin.

Het Pineapple Casserele

3 eggs, beaten
1 c. sugar
2 c. crushed pineapple
1/4 c. milk
4 c. cubed bread
Open can of pineapple but
don’t drain. Take the crusts off

EVERY
MONDAY
IS FAMILY
NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner.
Featturing a full menu and the best
country breakfast in town!

e ey

Kids Eat

Freg

Every Monday night Kids Eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our

new kid’s menu with each paid adult entree.

Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast
8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS




the bread, mix together all ingre-
dients. Bake in buttered pan at
350 degrees for about 55 min-
utes.

Clingelate Pufs

i c. Crisco oil

4 sq. unsweetened chocolate
- melted

2 c. sugar

4 eggs

2 t. vanilla

2 c. self-rising flour

1 c. confectioners sugar

Mix the oil, chocolate and

granulated sugar. Blend in the
eggs one at a time, add vanilla.
Stir flour into the mixture, chill
for 2 hours. Preheat your oven
to 350 degrees. Drop the dough
by teaspoons into a bowl of con-
fectioners sugar. Roll in the
sugar, making balls. Place 2
inches apart on greased cookie
sheet. Bake 10-12 minutes.

Amanetts Nut Fudge

4 c. sugar

2/3 c. Amaretto liqueur

2 c. half and half or light
cream

1 c. chopped pecans

In a large sauce pan com-

bine all the ingredients and brush
sides off pan with butter. Stir over

moderate heat til your sugar is
dissolved, bring to a boil and cook
without stirring til it reaches 238
degrees on a candy thermometier,
or when a drop of the mixture
forms a soft ball in cold water.

Remove from heat and stir
in the nuts. Let stand til tempera-
ture drops to 140 degrees. Beat
with a spoon til mixture begins to
thicken slightly, then pour quickly
into a foil-lined 8-inch pan. A
Pyrex container, buttered, will
work as well. Let it stand til hard
and cool.

Cream Clissse Pxrligits

16 oz. cream cheese

I8 c. sugar

2 eggs, beaten

1 T. lemon juice

sugar wafers

Foil baking cups

1 can Cherry or Strawberry
pie filling

Soften the cream cheese

and mix together the rest of the
ingredients. Put a wafer in the
bottom of each foil cup, spoon
2 tablespoons of the filling mix-
ture into the cups on top of the
wafer. Bake for 10 minutes at
350 degrees. Cool, then top
with cherry or strawberry pie
filling (1 tablespoon each).

Ifji J

Tours - Parties - Luncheons - Meetings
Anniversaries - Showers - Weddings - Receptions

>a  wpf I

Located off Meridian Street at 1205 Kildare St.
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]
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Wonlichops starting in
February 2009 for all Ages -
Chwistmas Gift Cestiificates available

RGENCT - 536-5200

Profiessional Academy of
Modeling & Acting

Widbsite: pamaageney.com
708 Adrew Jackson Way - Huntsville, Al 35801

¥  Restaurant With
The Trains!

975-E Airport Road

883-7656

Country Ceoking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Sat. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm

Call (256) 489-9200 for Information and Reservations H Closed Sund
5 unaays



pamaagency.com
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An Undying Love

“April 11, 1862: On the morning of April 11, Gen-
eral Mitchel’s division took possession of Huntsville.
There was no opposition, only a few sick and wounded
Confederates in town. They entered at daybreak, first
taking possession of the railrcad. The Southern was
just eoming in, having on board 150 Confederate sol-
diers, some wounded, going home on leave. The train
endeavored to make its escape but was fired on by two
cannons. All aboard were taken prisomer. The well
soldiers were confined to the depot house and the
wounded remained in the railroad cars.”

This is how Jane Chadwick, writing in her diary,
described the events of that day, thus marking the be-
ginning of one of the strangest legends in Huntsville’s
colorful histony.

Emily McClung was at the depot that morning when
the cannons opened fire on the train. Her fiance had
been wounded at the battle of Vicksburg and was com-
ing home to recuperate when the train was captured
that morning. She watched with terror as the blue-
coated invaders herded John and the other prisoners

il -

to the depot at the points of bayonets.

John and Emily had been childhood sweethearts
for as long as anyone could remember. People used
to tease their families that if John ever got lost, all

they had to do was to find Emily; John

was sure to be close by. As the winds of

wear swept across the valley, John enlisted into LO Ok yaun g ér

the Confederate armny, postponing their plans

for marriage. When Emily received word that th aﬁ yﬁur daughtef!

John had been wounded and was coming

home, she immediately started making plans
for their weddiimgg,

2733 Ranch
Pampg;ed, Grass-Fed Cxttle
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Beef halves $2.59/lb. - average 240 lbs.
(286) 708-2733
www.2738adh com
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Years later, people would talk about how sad
it was to watch Emily standing off at a distance,
staring at the depot with tears in her eyes while
John would stand in the window helplessly look-
ing back at his love.

The other prisoners, upon learning of John
and Emily’s plight, began conspiring to help
John escape. Word was passed to Emily that
she should be waiting across the road from
the depot at the stroke of midmight.

Late that night, John put on a Yankee
officer’s uniform, and while the other prison-
ers created a loud commotion, he walked boldly
out the front door. Walking slowly at first in
order not to draw attention to himself, he made
his way across the road.

According to legend, when John saw Emily
standing at the side of the road, he began run-
ning toward her with his arms spread. A Union
guard seeing what he thought was a fleeing pris-
oner ordered John to halt. When John contin-
ued to run, the guard opened fire. After firing
the first round, the guard noticed another fig-
ure across the road. The gun roared again,
leaving both Emily and John lying in the road,
dead.

MAIN OFFICE
2401 Triana Boulevard
Huntsville, Alabama 35805

BRANCH OFFICE
200 West Side Square, Suite 48
Humtsville, Alabama 35801

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
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8:00 a.m. ~ Noon

wwne. rocketcitypfen. org

Eachmormbet KLY ot $100.400
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The Union soldiers placed
their bodies in an empty rail-
road car until they could make
arrangements to bury them. The
next morning, a burial detail

Alabama

went to remove the bodies but
they were gone. A guard had
been posted all night and it
would have been impossible for
anyone to approach the railroad
car without being seen.

An alert was sounded, but
the bodies were never found.

1884—People waiting to buy
tickets at the depot told of see-

r%Coin & Silver

BUYING - SELLING - TRADING
ESTATE APPRAISALS

Charles Cataldo, Jr. Owner
Ph. (256) 536-0262
912 Bob Wallace Ave.
Huntsville, Alabama

ing a young couple walking and
holding hands late one night.
The man was dressed in an old-
fashioned Federal umiform.
When the couple were ap-
proached, they disappeared.
1890—A man by the name
of Dilworth buys the property
and builds a lumber supply

“My second favorite house-
hold chore is ironing. My first
is hitting my head on the top
bunk bed untll | faint.”

Erma Bombeck

883-0187

4800 Whitesburg Drive

533-7599

800 i loimes Ave. Five Points

Dine-in or Canry-out! Ac4T8I
Yes! We Catier!!! ot

On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart
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store. While building the store he
experiences problems with his
horses. Regardless of how well
they are fenced in, the horses
refuse to spend the night on the
property. Every morning, upon
arriving at work, he would find the
fences torn down with the horses
standing across the road trem-
bling as ifin terror.

1909—Police are called to the
lumber yard. Neighbors had
called and complained of a loud
party, with people dressed in
Confederate umiforms. One
man was supposed to have been
dressed in blue, escorting a
beautiful young lady. The po-
lice could not find any signs of
a party.

1933—Mr. Dilworth is
called to the lumber yard early
one morning. It had been snow-
ing the night before and the night
watchman had found fresh foot-
prints in the snow. Mr.
Dilworth and the guard followed
the prints to where they dis-
appeared into the side of his
warehouse. After a complete
search, they were still at a loss
to explain the strange trail that
led to nowhere.

No one has ever been able
to offer an explanation for the
curious events surrounding this
legend. Maybe there is no answer.

My formula for complete
success is to rise early, work
late, and strike oll.

Paul Getty

C. T. Garvin Seed & Feed, LLC
Lawn & Garden Supplies

NOTICE

Jrom 1836 Huntsville paper I

I, BEVERLY PRYOR, stand
ready to run against any man
that can be produced in the
world, from 60 to 100 yards,
for 1,000 to 10,000 dollars, to

meet me at Knoxville, Tenn., |

Nashville, Tenn., or Huntsville, |
Alabama. |

Notice to be given, and names L "
to be enclosed in a letter, ad- St 6l Cometsiieo -
dressed to William E. Phillips, a4 feadicies
Esq., Huntsville, Ala., within six fite - need trionfgmA
months time - halfforfeit. (Baniatany

man that lives in Europe at the
Valley of Washington, and will
run for from 5000 to 50,000
dollars. 'I

I furthermore will meet any ‘

“I's been a rough day. | got up

this morning, put on a shirt and| |

a button fell off. | picked up my| ||

briefcase and the handle came| | |

off. 'm afrald to go to the |
bathroom.”

Rodney Dangerfield

Brookshire Health Care
Skilled Nursing Facility

TEPETTII e —

4320 Judith Lane
Huntsville AL 35805

(256) 837-1730
Fax (256) 430-3287

Committed to Compassion
Striving for Excellence
Serving Responsibly

Our Team Includes:

Physicians, Nurses, Physical Therapist,

Occupational Therapist, Social Worker, Speech Therapist,
Activities Director and Registered Dietician.

Shert term rehabilitation, long term care, & complex medical care:
Whether the need is for short term rehabilitation,
or whether you would like to make Brookshire Health Care Center
a home for you or your loved one,

we look forward to hearing from you.




An Honest
Mayor

Jfrom 1912 newspaper

Huntsville Mayor R. E. Smith, who
engaged In a fight with J, E. Pierce, editor
of The Huntsville Times, sat on his own case
in the police court this morning, The case of
Pierce was called first, and the defendant was
discharged although he entered a plea of
guilty. The mayor next called his own case
and entered a fine of $10 against himself be-
cause of the fact that he was the aggressor in
the affray.

Horse Thief

Jrom 1827 newspaper

On the 23 of October last, a man who
called his name J. Wilbond sold me a
Horse, and said he was going back to
Huntsville, from which place he came here;
I paid him, he then took the stage, went a
few miles, whereupon the driver said he
got out and went into the woods. That
night my stable was broken open, and the
horse I bought off him stolen out, with a
new saddle and bridle.

As said Wilbond has not been heard
of since, no doubt but he returned that
night and stole my horse. Wilbond is a
large man, blue eyes and fair complexion,
and says but little, wore a black cloak,
and black cloth coat.

He limps on one leg and speaks with
an educated voice. He is around 25 years
of age with a heavy black beard.

I will pay S50 for the delivery of said
Wilbond and the horse to me, living at the
Bell Tavern in Winchester, Tennessee, and
for the horse alone, $25. Wm. Rankins.

é w
Desmolidion, [ne.
7702 Holland Dr. Huntsville. AL 35802
(256) 883-9708 Office

(266} 426-7256 Cell
(256} 882-0510 Fax

John T. Henegar
President
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Serving Fun Food and

Great Spirits for the Best
Customers in the World!

Visit our website at:
I www.leeanns.biz

Fax #489-9313

Behind the Red Caboose on Church Street
Phone 489-9300

15 TVs - 4 H.D. Wide
Private Conference Room
Food served inside and on the patio
Available for holiday parties

Huge Menu of Delicious Foods prepared by
our own chef, including over 70 items &
Daily Specials:
Fried Potato Cakes
Calamari

Pork Chop Nuggets
Fried Mushrooms

Steak Philly

Catfish Fillet
Chicken Cordon Bleu
Monte Sano Chicken

Fajitas Jalapeno Poppers
Cheese Sticks Chicken Fries

Fried Zucchini Corn Nuggets
Quesadias Fried Squash

Chicken Philly Sauteed Shrimp
Classic Club Fried Green Tomatoes
Filet Mignon Fried Okra

Shrimp Jammers Bourbon Glazed Salmon
Popcorn Shrimp Loaded Potato Skins

Fried Oysters Fried Pickles
. WeFry All Of Our Food"In Canola Oil s
Live music on the "Depot Patio

Fearurihg Rudy M“ockabee every
Tuesday night
Live music on the patio

Tuesday - Saturday



http://www.leeanns.biz

Old Humntsville Page 26
Memories
of the War

In the early 1900's Marshall
C. Wilson wwrote of growing up
in the Tennessee Vialley dwring
the Civil War. His mmemoirs are
remarkable for the insight they
give offthe hardships the people
of the walley had to face dur-
ing the war.

Gen. Miitchelll’s
troops swept the valley
clean, and we had little
food left. Alabama had
never been a cattle coun-
try, but depended for
meat mainly upon the
sheep and hog. The grain
was loaded and sent away
to the army.

The horses and mules
were seized on but ours
were left, as we thought,
but one morning we woke
up to find that about 25
of our Negroes, most men
and well-grown boys, had
slipped away in the night,
taking with them every
horse and mule in the
stables.

This was a staggering
blow, but we soon saw
there was some comfort
in the loss off slaves. It
had become serious
problem to provide their
food and clothing. The
slaves remaining on the
place recognized the re-
sponsilbility, too.

There was no more
thought of planting cotton;
the energies of everyone on
the place were bent on one
purpose of getting food and
clothes. My father at this
time organized all his
forces - everybody was put
to work, even the small

Who knows the area better than a

life long resident of Huntsville?

Call for a comparative market
analysis consultation today or email

janemc@lw.com it

Jane McElroy wiLLIAMS
REALTOR® y REA IAT ¥
2410 L&N Drive, Suite €

VEDBDJ 210~ = = (ol free (866) 519-7220

ib bo Live
» bo Indul
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sough quesbions.



mailto:janemc@kw.com
http://www.washingtonsquaregroLrp.net

children. The women were cut-
ting, sewing, and knitting from
early morning till late bedtime.
The Negro women were spinning
and weaving and some helping in
the fields, the old men and little
boys were cultivating the fields
with hoes. A large crop of cow-
peas was planted for food.

My father got some medical
books to read and he learned
to make some of the simple
medicines. He went from place
to place to see the sick and pre-
scribe for them as though he
were a physician. You know that
in those days blisters were
thought to be indispensable for
inflammations, pneumonia, etc.
There were no drugstores to fur-
nish supplies - we could not
even buy a mustard plaster. My
father had been experimenting

with plants, trying to find a blis-
tering agent. One day it was re-
ported to him that the lightning
bugs were eating all the leaves
from the potato plants. We were
growing potatoes on a large
scale because it was a food that
could be easily concealed in
case of a raid.

He found that some rows,
at least were swarming with a
bug that looked like the firefly,
and he ordered the boys to knock
them into the water. This was
done, but some of the boys re-
ported that their hands blis-
tered. Then these bugs were
gathered up, dried, pulverized,
mixed with lard, and the mix-
ture proved a fine blistering
agent and was sent far and wide
for this purpose. The bugs had
never appeared before and never

Magellan Mortgage

VA Rate Reductions are now available for existing VA loans!

No Appraisal, No Underwriting, No Income Verification
Required! Call today to reduce your existing VA Mortgage
interest rate and payments! *restrictions may apply

Today's Home Equity loans are fast and easy! No
appraisal required in most cases! No equity required
on loans up to 25K. Prime rate! Call for yours today!

Purchase, refinancing, debt consolidation, VA or
conventional loans, WE'LL SAVE YOU MONEY.

(256) 288-0288

1803University Drive
Huntsville, Al. 35801

www.magellanmortgage.com

Fast, friendly service, since 1990.
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Loose
Fitting |

| Dentures? |
'J &ET EXOTED!

| NO MORE

fl DENTURE ADHESIVES

| We can stabilize in many cases your
loose fitting Lower denture using mini
implants. Sometimes this Procedure
can be accomplished in minimum
amount of time, like one office visit.

$750 per implant

I‘ Free Relinement of old denture
Interest free financing

(
b

| 256.533.0434

Dr. Eugene H. Scott, Jr.
401 Lowell Dr,, SE, Ste.17
Huntsville, AL
| www.dreugenehscottjr.com

r No representation is made about the quality of dental services to be
| performed or the expertise of the dentist performing such services.

“What disease did cured
ham actually have?”

Jerry Downs, age 8

SOLTAL

Open Daily
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"Where Bowling is Family Fun"

Don't forget to mention this ad to get
your Senior Discount (55+)

Bowling Center In Huntsville

I VY|

% Youth & Seniors Programs

256-539-2785

2404 LEEMAN FERRY ROAD SW

A Smoke-Free Facility!
% Snack Bar
% Cosmic Birthday Parties
#Group Rates % Pro Shop
¥ Bowling Instruction Available
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Times Have Changed

Waiting for a parade on Washington Street - circa 1918

MILLER & MILLER Helping to bulld Huntsville

for over 50 Years

General Conittractors




came again. Long afterward, we
learned that they were the real
Spanish fly.

Singularly enough, one ofthe
most precious of articles at this
time was common salt. Now
salt was needed to season food,
but it was absolutely necessary
to preserve meat, and the plan-
tation depended for its meat
supply on salt pork.

On the plantations there were
large smoke-houses where, win-
ter after winter, many slaugh-
tered porkers would be salted
down and much salt wasted on
the dirt floors, so this floor was
dug up to the depth of two feet
and the earth leached with wa-
ter and the water evaporated off.
We got bushels and bushels of
salt this way.

There was no soda, but we
made a substitute for the lye of
wood ashes. Parched rye was
used as a substitute for coffee-
it tasted something like the
modern postum. For sugar, we
cultivated the sorghum cane and
made many barrels of molas-
ses, and when this molasses
was all out of the barrel, we
usually found a few pounds of
sugar.

Our writing paper gave out
very early and at first we tore
out the blank leaves from
father’s old ledgers, and when
these were exhausted, we moist-
ened the wallpaper on the walls,
tore it off in strips and used the
blank side.

Sometimes letters went off,
decorated on one side with a
picture of George Washington
crossing the Delaware, or with
a wreath of roses. There were
no pencils, but we learned to
make very good ink from oak
balls and copperas, and any boy
with a pocket knife could make
a perfectly good pen from a
goose quill.

My own tasks in this new
economy were varied and were
shared for the most part by my

little Negro playmate. (We were
about seven years old.) We went
back and forth to carry leather
to the shoemakers and then to
bring the shoes home (there
were some forty people on the
place to shoe). It seemed to me
the shoemaker was always
drunk when we called, and never
had the work done.

Then we were sent all
around the neighborhood
to exchange garden seed;
to borrow a tool or lend
one; to carry news or
gather it, and to do errands
generallly.

I think our gala days
came when we were put to |
melting up tallow and
molding it into candles, or
to bringing up pails of lye
for the soap kettle and
keeplng the fire going, I'be- |
lieve we were fairly happy,
but even we children had
our anxious moments and
talked of what we would do
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ifthe Yankees came upon us while
away from home. Once we were
tested and ignominiously hid
under the floor of an old house
by the roadside.

The war wore wearily on -
reverses in arms now alternated
with victory; we were becoming
poorer and poorer. Still we had no

ASIAN
PERSUASION

Handmade Rugs
For All Budgets
FREE PAD with

pulchase (Mention this ad)
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thought of giving up and worked all the
harder. Iremember working all day for days
scraping lint from old linen tablecloths and
sheets and tearing off bandages to be sent
to the nearest hospital.

I could not possibly make anyone un-
derstand the isolation in which commu-
nities lived. The railroads were torn up,
the steamboats burned; the roads mostly
impassable. Our heavy old carriage could
hardly have gone over them, even if there
had been horses to draw them.

One day we had a merry surprise over
the arrival of a stately old lady who lived
five miles away. All of her horses and
mules had been taken; she wanted to visit
us but couldn’t walk the five miles. Old
Ben, her carriage driver, was called in
and asked if he could hitch two yoke of
oxen to her carriage.

He said he would try; so about noon
we heard loud cries of “Gee! Wah! Come!
Get up!” and then we saw Mrs. Harris’ big
carriage slowly coming up the hill while she
was leaning out the window, waving gaily.

But most of the times were terribly se-
rious. There was far more weeping than
laughter. Women sometimes grew white-
headed worrying for news of their sons. By
this time, there were no mails, no newspa-
pers. The only news we got filtered in as
rumors caught from carriers bearing dis-
patches. We often hear a rumor of a great
battle, and then wait days and weeks in sus-

BUYING OLD
FISHING LURES

| want to buy older and
newer fishing lures and

fishing related items

Call Steve in Decatur
Home - 256-432-2688
Cell - 256-318-3867

el
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pense before knowing anything. Sometimes, if the front were
not too far away, my brothers would send their servant,
George, on horseback with their letters and some gathered
up from their friends.

We were always on the lookout for George, though he
came only a few times a year; and then we dreaded to
ask him questions, or to open the letters. Every time
there would be heavy tidings for some of the neighbors
and my father would go as comforter to the house of
mourning to read over and over his son’s letters telling
how this boy or that had died fighting for his country.

e—— — —_— ————

7900 BAILEY COVE ROAD

883-3252
Across from Grissom High School
Monday 11:00 - 3:00
Tuesday - Saturday 11:00 - 8:00
Sunday - 11:00 - 4:00

Daily Blue Plate Lunches for $6.99 - Mon. - Sat 11 - 2

Pruitt

Lawwn CUre

Sammy Pruitt
Ph. 256-990-0058

email: emtspruitt@aol.com

One Time Cuttings & Scheduled
Services Available

Residential and Commercial
References Available

Cutting, Edging, Blowing, Shrub
Trimming, Debris Cleanup, Pres-
sure Washing

Ask about our fence, deck
and access ramp pricing

Military, Healthcare Providers, and Public Safety Discounts
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1917 Want Ads

- For sale - Or will trade for Ford Touring Car,
Rebuilt car with racing bodly, two seats, 40 gallon
gas tank, new tires all around, four extra tires.
Engine in A No. I condition. Address Exchange,
care of the Mercumy.

- For Rent - two furnished rooms for light
housekeepimg, Mrs. S. R Metcalfe, Phone 131

- Left by mistake at Mrs. T. W. Pratt’s residence -
one serge skirt. Owner can have skirt by describing
same.

- Bargain - 4 room house in good condition;
$500 or will trade for livestock. 80 acres of land
$800. Contact A.J. Hewell at the Market.

Esslinger Arrested
for Bigamy

Jfrom 1907 newspaper
There was much commotion in our city yester-

day when Buck Esslinger, a farmer of Owens Cross
Roads, and his wife Mollie Esslinger, were arrested
yesterday and brought to Huntsville, the former
on a charge of living in adultery and the latter on
a charge of bigammy.

Warrants for the arrest of the couple were
sworn out by John Roan who claims to be the
first and present husband of the woman. Roan
claims that the woman has a suit for divorce pend-
ing in the chancery court and that although a de-
cree of divorce has never been rendered, his wife
married Esslinger and has since lived with him.

The defendants were arrested by Deputy Con-
stable Ferguson. They were arraigned before Jus-
tice Vaught who fixed their bonds at $250 in the
case of Esslinger and $1,000 in the woman's case.
Both succeeded in finding sureties.

Both are of good character and the charges
are expected to be dismissed. Roan however is a
shady character who is suspected of attempted
blackmail.
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The Naked Truth

from 1911 newspaper

Seven people, three men and four women,
were arrested and placed in jail here by Deputy
Sheriffs Pierce and Robinson on charges of en-
joying the charms of the Big Spring while un-
clothed in their natural attire. A mad scramble
ensued as several of the town's gentry rushed
forward to volunteer their efforts in the arrest
of the comely lasses.

The parties are members of a naturalist

society.

Serving hearty German fare
in Huntsville Since 1972.

Star Market

and Pharmacy
Serving firesh Temy's Pizza!

Your Friendly Neighborhood
Pharmacy & Grocery Store

Located In Historic Five Points
702 Pratt Ave. 534-4509
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Bits of
Huntsville
History

1808 - The first record of
deed by the City of Huntsville is
deeded to Martin Beatty for “one
thousand acres in a square and
including the Humitsville
Spring,” the consideration be-
ing one thousand dollars.

1812 - Inflation has driven the
price of Whiskey to an astonish-
ing price offive cents a shot.

1832 - Lemuel Jackson suc-
cessfully bids on two slaves be-
ing auctioned in front of the
courthouse. Mr. Jackson, a lo-
cal business owner, is black.

18786 - Faced with a budget

My meother burled three
husbands, and two of
them were just napping.

Rita Rudner

deficit, Madison County is forced
to sell the County Poor House. An
outraged citizen, Donald Finney,
suggested it might make more
sense to sell the City Hall, as it was
responsible for the deficit.

1885 - A religious revival
takes Huntsville by storm. Be-
fore the end of the revival, over
six hundred people would be
baptized in the Big Sprimg,

1890 - The Columbus Buggy
Co. is doing a brisk business at
the corner of Green & Lincoln
Streets.

1895 - The Milligan Sluggers
wins the Madison County Cham-
pionship. The Sluggers were one
of Humittsvillle’s first baseball
teams.

1897 - Captain Frank Gurley
sells the Paint Rock Railroad.
Over fourteen miles of it had
been graded.

1901 - A turtle weighing 73
pounds was caught on Flint River
by Andrew Mobly. It
was said he put up a
very valiant struggle but
Mobly was the winner:

Huntsvillle, Al 35801
Sweaters - Brand New - $5

Lee Roy and Betty Jo Cunningham

(258) 536-3071
Mon-Fri10-5

Men and Women’s Shirts and

You Must See These!

Sat-10-4

each!

Life Insurance-Annuities

Long Term Care Insurance

Up to $200,000 Life Insurance
without Medical Exam. Ages 18-70

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU

2311 - C Market Place
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Phone
(256) 519-6955

Free Estimates
Lioensed 8i Insured

i References
We Specialize in Historic Homes
John M. Bzdell 326-8053




Electric Lights
Bn Country
Houses

Jrom 1873 newspaper

It is stated on what is thought to be
good authority that within a few years
electric lighting by means of windmills
will be common in all country districts.
The windmill has great possibilities if
properly arranged.

It is suggested that water may be
pumped to a reservoir and then uti-
lized as a power. The objection to the
windmill is there that are many times
when there is no breeze, and of course
the windmill is stationary.

This would be certain to occur when
itis most needed, and might cause great
inconveniences. A well filled tank or
reservoir with a good pressure would,
on the contramy, be always in working
order, of course, accidents being al-
lowed for.

The best reservoir would be made
of pipe standing upright and closed in
with suitable masommy,
spaces being allowed
for air chambers to
prevent freezimg,

The waterpipes
could be laid under-
ground and in this way
a tank from ten to
thirty feet high might
be filled by suitable
pumping apparatus.

For allyour

Redal Estate needs =
callus

MARY ELLEN

O] thhamdssvillke Hxpge 333
Real Estate Bargains
from 1910

$1,575.00 - A dandy four room house on East Clinton.
Includes wood house and garden.

$1,100.00 - Good four room house on Pratt Avenue.
Almost new.

$3,500.00 - A fine antebellum residence near Hazel
Green. 18 acres with barn, all year creek and quarters.

$1,900.00 - 40 acres of land near Maysville. 25 under
cultivation and rest wooded. Fine bargain for prudent in-
vestor.

$800.00 - 3 room house and 6 acres near New Hope
with new privy. 40 acres nearby under long term lease or
sell for hard momey.

7 Application Program
Fertilization
Wied Control

Imsect & Disease Control
Fire Ant Control I
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256-704-5687
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RO. Box 4994 Huntsville, AL 35815 Greb Control

“Because You Deserve Jt” cro- rs==

Aithletic Programs
President, Jeny O. Simith A%zbout our 52 week
State Centified Applicator

nt guaraniee

An extremely small
stream would be suf-
ficient to operate a dy-
namo, and every
house could have its
independent electric

plant.
The advantage of
electric lights all

256.797.Q203
www.MaryEllenPeters.com

around one’s garden
and farm buildings
will be readily under-
stood by the average
farmer.

KELLER WILLIAMS
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2416 L&N Road, Suwite C
Huntsville, AL 35861
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Life At The
Tollgate House

by Betty Williams Gordon

I am sitting in the sunroom of my
brother’s house on Tollgate Road, looking out
the window and watching the chipmunk run-
ning around storing his food for the winter
months ahead. If you look close you will see
the squirrels and birds coming out of the
woods to the feeders. Late in the evening the
old gray fox appears, looking to see if it's OK
to come out of the woods. I know now why
Mama loved this place.

This house belonged to Mama and Papa
Williams (Tom & Josie) and it stood behind
the old tollgate house.

We were sharecroppers living in the coun-
try, Papa decided to move us to the city of
Huntsville. He rented a small house on 8th
Avenue on the west side; Mama did not like
the west side. The houses were so close to-
gether there was no privacy at all.

While living on the west side I met and
fell in love with a neighborhood boy. Mama
did not approve of our relationship; she said
I was too young to be serious with him. The
more she disapproved the more I loved him.
He knew Mama didn’t approve of our rela-
tionship. He would walk down the street at
night whistling our favorite tune (Tipping
End). I would climb out my bedroom win-
dow and meet him. My sister Stacie always
was going to tell Mama, but she never did.

Papa and my brothers bought the old toll-
gate house and three acres of land in 1929

from the Penny Family. Mama was so happy she
could not wait to get moved.

The old house was built close to the road and a
window was used to collect the toll to cross the
mountain. Tollgate Road was the only road going
over the mountain at that time. It was a gravel road
that washed out any time we had bad weather. The
old Tollgate House had only three rooms; a rock

For Fashions Finishing Touch...

The little things really do count.
Earrings, a belt, bag, hat or pin are the
little things that complete the big
picture of fashions.

After-Holiday

Clearance Sale!

Up to 75% discount

on select items

Sashions ¥ €
Aecessories
710 Sralt Avenue
539-3876

»>

Mike Crawford, Broker  Leon Crawford, Trainer Leon Crawford Realty

WHAT YOU NEED IN
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fireplace was built in the center.
The room at the front of the
house, with the large window,
was where the gate keeper
worked, leaning out the window
to collect tolls from the travel-
ers. My sister Stacie and I
shared it for our bedroom.

The cars coming up the
gravel road at night looked just
like they were coming in the win-
dow. The old house was
spooky; it would creek and snap
at night and sometimes the wind
would blow so strong it was like
a hurricane.

My brother Carl (Spud) slept
in the kitchen by the table. It
was so cold the dipper would
be frozen in the water buckets
in the morning. My older
brother B.W. (Dub) built in the
small porch and he slept out
there. He would get up in the
morning and come by the fire-
place trying to get warm. He
claimed he was so cold that his
ears were frozen and he could

not move them.

There was no bathroom in
the old house. We had the out-
door toilet in the woods behind

HUNTSVILLE'S
RAIN STORE

A Model Railroaders Paradise

"MOSS VALLEY

Hobby Shop
256-536-3303

320 Church Street.
Historic Huntsville Depot

the house. At night when we had
to go, we would hear foxes and
raccoons. We would run back
to the house scared to death. We
often heard tales that there was
money or some sort of treasure
buried on the property.

In the fall we use to go hunt-
ing in the woods down the old
gravel road. The foliage from
the trees was beautiful that time
of the year. In the wintertime the
rain would sometimes freeze on
the trees and the icicles would
sparkle like chandeliers.

My brother B.W. (Dub) de-
cided to go to trade school and
become a barber. He went to
live in Gadsden while he was in
school. I moved into his room
on the porch. At night I would
dream of an old ghost sitting
on the side of my bed, laughing
and moaning. I would wake up
scared to death, calling for my
brother, Carl. The ghost would
visit my room often; I always
thought he wanted the buried
money.

My westside boyfriend finally
married someone else and my
heart was broken. Mama said I
would get over him, and after
much crying, I did.

Later when I got married and
had Jeff, my first son, we
brought him home to the old
tollgate house. He is now forty-
nine years old and he still loves
to go home to the old tollgate
place.

We tore the old house down
in 1952 and a lot of good
memories disappeared. The

Pest Pro

Use what the Pros use to get rid of /5
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lumber was used to build another
house where we moved. Papa
died March 22, 1961; he was
ninety-one. Mama stayed in the
new house until she died in 1975.

My sister Stacie got married
and moved away. My brother,
B.W., worked in the local bar-
bershop where he is known to

West Station
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Phone (256) 725-BOOK
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everyone as Dub. He lives
across from the old tollgate
place. My other brother, Carl,
went into country music, the
thing he loved best. Everyone
in Huntsville knows him as
Spud, the music man.

The Williams family is a
very close family. We still get
together once a year in October
for a family reunion.

As I sit here looking out the
window, the old walnut tree still
loads the yard with walnuts.
The hickory nut tree still
stands; it still attracts lots of
squirrels. If I didn’t know bet-
ter, I would think the old ground-
hog is still there, it looks like
him but I guess it is one of his
ancestors.

Our family loves the old
place and the memories it
brings. There is no place like
home.

Blind Justice

Jrom 1901 newspaper

There were little doings
in the courts today.

The jury in the case of
Walker versus Langford. for
$1000.00, awarded the
plantiff $250.00.

The judge, as is his
habit, fell asleep at the
beginning of the trial but
awakened in time to render
the verdict.

application process

Off Limits

from 1872 newspaper

An unruly incident took
place this week past at the
Spring Saloon when soldiers of
the 7th Indiana Regiment began
casting disparaging remarks
about the late war.

The patrons promptly left
the establishment, went home,
donned their old gray uniforms,
whereas they returned and made
short work of the northern visi-
tors.

The bar has been placed off
limits.

Just So You
Will Know

Jrom 1903 newspaper

On Tuesday of week past I
returned home to find my wife
had forsaken her marriage
vows. She is thought to be in
the company of a man by the
name of Howard who abandoned
his own wife and children.

If anyone has knowledge to
her whereabouts please wish her
godspeed that she may leave
this place and never return. I
write this just so people will
know the truth.

- Franklin Cox

Willow Run Adventist Apartments

LIVING QUARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY

* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
* Convenient to Madison Square Mall

* Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units)
* Transportation provided to Grocery Store

* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until aiter compietion of the

EQUAL HOUSING
QPPORTUNITY

. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

1915 Rideout Drive, Huntsville, Alabama 35806 (256) 830-1046

You know it’s going to be a
bad day when you go to put
on the clothes you wore
home from the party and
they aren’t yours.

For Any Purpose
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Huntsville
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(Original ad from Jan.30, 1940)
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Historical Quality
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A Baffling
Dilemma

Jrom 1897 newspaper

Last week a widow lady, re-
siding near Hazel Green, put her
house up at a raffle and very
soon disposed of the tickets -
all feeling disposed to assist her.

The evening arrived, and the
house was won by a gentleman
who thought himself most for-
tunate in obtaining a homestead
so cheaply.

The next day he asked for a
title to the propertty. What was
his surprise when he was coolly
informed that it was unneces-
sary to give any written title to
the house - that there it was, and
to take it; and - the sooner the
better, as she was anxious to
build another on the spot where
it stood. The winner discovered

For Sale

After January lst 1902 [will
begin to close out my entire
stock of old whiskies and bran-
dies for cash only. Persons
wishing to purchase a gallon or
more of these fine goods should
avail themselves of this oppor-
tunity. I have some goods that
have been in stock over 5 years.
No Credit! W E. Everett, Propr.
Huntsville Hotel Bar.

that he had drawn a house, but
no lot.

Upon applying to the au-
thorities for reliefhe was turned
away with the understanding the
raffle was legal and he had no
recourse.

The gentleman, deciding to
make the best of a bad situa-
tion, moved into the house with
it still standing on the lady’s
piece of land.

The lady then applied to the
authorities for reliefbut was told
that she too had no recourse;
she had not specified the house
had to be moved.

There has not been a final
outcome to the baffling dilemma
yet.
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Six Dead
Husbands

The mysterious happenings
that took place in a home near
Hazel Green may have been ac-
cidental, or may have been vio-
lently purposeful. The only sign
left of Elizabeth's six husbands
was an old hat rack upon which
hung six hats - one for each.
For some curious reason
known only to her, she kept the
hat rack in the foyer of her
home, in plain view, perhaps as
a morbid reminder, or maybe
as a warning to the next unfor-
tunate lover.

The antebellum home, re-
cently burned to the ground, was
built on the site of an Indian
mound about a mile east of
Hazel Green. The original log
cabin was erected in 1817 in the
heart of a 500-acre by Alexander
Jeffries, an early Madison
County settler. He was an older
man who met and immediately
became infatuated with the young
widaow.

They married in 1837, and
unfortunately for him, Mr.
Jeffries died the same year. By
this time Elizabeth had experi-
ence in burying husbands. As
a young girl she had met and
married twice in short succes-
sion. Her first husband was a
Mr. Gibbons. They were mar-
ried for only a couple of months
when he died suddenly, and
mysteriouslly.

Shortly afterwards, she set
her sights on Mr. Flannigan,
whom she also married. Mr.
Flannigan lasted only three
months before he also died of
unexplained circumstances. He
was in his grave before the neigh-
bors were even informed of the
tragedy.

By this time the young widow

was well on her way to becom-
ing a wealthy landowner in
Madison Coumty. Not wishing
to marry beneath her newfound
status in life, she decided to try
her hand at politics.

Her next husband was Rob-
ert A. High, from Limestone
County, who was a State Legis-
lator for the state of Alabama.
He probably spent much time
away from home, as it was al-
most two years before he also
expired suddenly and mysteri-
ously at their home.

Having tried politics and
plantation life, Elizabeth decided
to next marry a merchant.
Absalom Brown was a wealthy
merchant from New Market. Af-
ter spending most of his fortune
on his new wife, he died as well.
This came as a shock to every-
one, as Mr. Brown was a very

Blinds, Shutters, Drapeny,
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healthy and virile man. The unknown ailments he
was stricken with caused his body to swell so badly
that it was necessary to bury him immediately after
his death. None ofthe neighbors ever saw the bodly.

Not believing in long spells of mourning, Miss
Elizabeth Flannigan Gibbons Jeffries High Brown
roused herself out of her depression long enough
to marry Willis Routt, her sixth husband. He
died amazingly just like the others in a short time.

At about this same time Elizabeth, or Mrs.
Routt, became involved in a controversy with a
neighbor, Abner Tate, over loose livestock and
other matters.

Tate was completely blind to her beauty, which
infuriated her, and had been observing the home
and its occupants for many years. He openly
charged her with murder. He backed up his sus-
picions with the hat rack in the parlor that was in
open sight, on which hung old hats - the blatant
proof of Tate’s accusations.

Maybe Abner Tate should have been forewarned
of crossing the notorious widow, for shortly af-
terwards he was wounded by a shotgun blast.
Though proof was lacking, gossip had it that Mrs.
Routt had hired one of Tate’s slaves to do him in.
The slave, not having the courage to do the dirty
deed himself, in turn hired another man, who
allegedly pulled the trigger. Mr. Tate, shortly after-
wards, sold all of his slaves.

By this time Tate was furious with his neigh-
bor and determined to see justice done. When he
went to the authorities he was informed that “noth-

AVERBUCH

Realty Co., Inc.
7500 Memorial Parkway South #122
steve cappaert Huntsville, Alabama 35802-2297
N Business 256/883-6600
Broker-Associate Fax 256/883-6650
651-7517 Mobile stevecappaert@knology.net

ing could be done unless you can find some evi-
dence. Maybe all of her husbands did die natural
deaths. Maybe the slave did shoot you by acci-
dent. Maybe it’sjust all coincidence. There’s noth-
ing we can do."

Beside himselfwith rage, Tate was determined
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that his neighbor would not get
away with her dastardly deeds.
He began writing a book in which
he described the mysterious hap-
penings at the antebellum home.
He wrote about how the succes-
sion of husbands made her pros-
perous and wealthy; how she
would treat them all with disdain,
once she had captured them. He
noted how the intervals between
weddings and deaths became
shorter and shorter, as she ac-
quired "more experience and
practice."

When the book was pub-
lished, it created a scandalous
sensation in Madison County.
Half of the county believed she
was guilty, while the other half
swore to her innocence. Regard-
less of opinion, the book was
the major topic of discussion
any place people gathered.

Needless to say, the merry
widow was not a pleasant lady
to be around when she heard
news of the book. She immedi-
ately drove her buggy into
Huntsville where she consulted
an attorney and brought charges
against Abner Tate for defama-
tion of character.

When the case finally came
to trial late that fall, the court-
room was packed. The court-
room became a battleground,
with plaintiff and defendant hurl-
ing insult after insult at each other.

Accusations followed from each of
the attorneys, while the judge
rapped repeatedly for order.

The crowd of onlookers be-
came so large that it overflowed
onto the courthouse grounds. It
was said a tavern in town was
taking bets as to how the trial
would end.

The judge, after listening to
as much as he could stand, con-
tinued the case, hoping both
parties would calm down
enough to be rational.

After a short while Mrs.
Routt dropped the charges.
Even today, the debate goes on
in Madison County. Why did
she drop the charges? Was it
because she was tired of con-
stantly being the topic of gos-
sip, or was worried about some
new information that Tate’s at-
torney had recently uncovered?

Shortly afterwards Mrs.
Routt and her son moved to
Mississippi. She never again
returned to Madison County.

No one knows why she
moved, but the day of her depar-
ture, witnesses swear that they
saw her in a carpenter’s shop,
getting a seventh peg added to
her hat rack.
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“Golf is a lot like taxes.

You drive hard to get to

the green and then wind
up in the hole.”

- Johhny Younger

RENAISSANCE
THEATRE at Lincoln Center

Januarq SCI’IGJUIQ:

Open Auditions for “Arsenic & Old Lace”, directed
by Tony Argo, will be held Jan. 11, from 2-4pm;
and Jan. 13, from 6:30-8:30 pm.

Dates of show are: Main Stage April 17, 18, 19,
23,24,25,26,30 and May 1,2.

For info email annlhanlin@yahoo.com
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A Letter

Woodville, Al.

July, 1862

The infernal slave order is
enough to make one curse the
government that allowed it to
be issued. A few days ago a
rebel came here with an order
to take away his slaves. The
order was given by General
(illegible) who now commands
the division. I was away from
camp at the time but the captain
in command allowed the master
to take his slave away.

Today, a notorious rebel
lawyer came here wishing to
search through the camp for
his slave, but I refused to al-
low him to do so, and told him
if the slave were in camp, he
should not have him, if as I
supposed, we had recieved in-
formation from him.

He told me he had been as-
sured he could go through our
lines and into our camps to
find his property.

I assured him he could not
go through mine. He will go to
Huntsville and probably report
me and I may be arrested. I will
give that rebel (illegible) crew
a fight. I will appeal to the
president If not arrested, I will
resign rather than disobey
orders.

Poor Miles, who was so
badly wounded about three

weeks ago, died day before yes-
terday. One of the gang that killed
him and Capt. Moore, whom we
arrested and sent to Huntsville,
was released by Gen. (illegible).
Oh, such conduct makes my
blood boil!

(signed) J.M.

“When you get to the end of
your rope, tie a knot, hang
on and swing!”

Jean Mcintosh

Call us to reserve the Deli for your special
event after 4pm - we will cater for you or you
can provide your own refreshments.

Open 5:30 AM til 2:30 PM

489-3354
BREAKFAST - LUNCH - SANDWICHES

CHILI DOGS - BURGERS - DESSERTS
SOUP OF THE DAY

CORNER PRATT AVE. AND WASHINGTON ST.

Southern Sealing & Striping

Specializing in sealing & strip-
ing. We do parking lots, handi-

cap parking and driveways.

Call for free estimates
Cell 656-9357
Office 881-8337

e —————.
Joe Walker & Jeff Walker, Proprietors




A Letter

September 20, 1891

Mrs. Sally Sandlin

Dear Daughter:

I seat myself this beautiful
Sabbath morning to answer your
letter that I got from you some-
time ago. I was glad to hear from
you and to no that you was well
and doing well. Sally, I have
nothing to rite to you that would
interest you, no more than we
are all well, hoping that this will
find you and Len both well.

Well, Sally I have got your pic-
ture and Len's lying by me, thee
look pleasing and it looks like
they both want to say something
to me. What to rite. Well, I re-
con that you think that I mite
rote to you sooner. I could have
rote a letter a long time ago, but
I was just hoping you would
rite. That is the only reason that
I have for not riting sooner. Well,
Sally if you will excuse me for
not riting no sooner, I will try
to rite you a letter once a month.

Dear Daughter, if I could see
you with your glossy black hair &
rosy cheeks, loving smiles, ten-
der words & kind heart with
them lilly white hands clasp my
one, that would been briter to
me than the britest star that ever
shone. Sally there ant many days
that passes but what I think of
you.

Sally, I recon you would like to
no something about how times is
here. They are very hard times
here. Money for horses & cattle &
hogs cheap, corn & wheat is a very
fair price. Sally [ recon you would
like to no what sort of a crop we
have got. We made 60 bushels of
wheat, a few oats & I have got
about 2 acers of cotton. We have

“Always tell your wife she
looks pretty even if she
looks like a truck.”
Marriage advice from a
Madison 10 year-old

got a fine corn crop. We ant tend-
ing much of our land in corn. The
land that we rented will make 10
barrels per acer. I have got a fine
sweet potato patch made rite
smart of arch potatoes. No cabbis,
no garden, no chickens, hardley
heap of ducks. Sally we had squir-
rel and chicken for breakfast this
morning, two big possomes for
dinner. I dont no what for supper
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yet. I must close for this time.
Sally you & Len write to me just
as soon as you get this so no more.
I remain your affectionate father
over till death.

Letter written by Henry
Rutledge to Sally & Len
Sandlin. Submitted by Nell
Rutledge.

Juture is ifs uncertainty.

the loss of a loved one.
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assisted living facilities

stay active and involved

surgery or injury
« Day and overnight care
e« Companionship

(256) 882-1299
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When your elderly loved one needs assistance
either temporarily or on an ongoing basis, Home
Buddies provides the highest quality care for
seniors, helping to maintain independence.

e Care in your own home, in the hospital, and in

¢ Experienced elder care workers
« Transportation to activities, shopping,
errands, and appointrnents, helping seniors

 Household chores and meal preperation
« Convalescent care during recovery from

You can own a Home Buddies in your
region! If you want to be a part of
"The Caring Connection" and touch
people's lives, Home Buddies is a
unique business opportunity for you.

homebuddies@comcast.net
www.homebuddies.com
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News From the Year 1914

Europe On Brink Of War

Austria-Hungary is eager and
ready to invade Serbia and as
the sending of his passports to
the Serbian minister is a virtual
declaration of war, hostilities
will begin probably within the
next day or two. Serbia had ac-
ceded to most of Austria’s de-
mands and nothing but an en-
tire surrender on its part could
now avert war. While the war-
like attitude of Austria-Hungary
has been precipitated by the
assassination of the Crown
Prince Franz Ferdinand, about
two weeks ago, a Slavic propa-
ganda against Austria has been
in progress for some time.

But the moment Austria
starts a war with Serbia, Rus-
sia will take up the fight and aid
its little Slavic neighbor to the
full extent of its military re-
sources. Germany would join
Austria. The German people are
in a frenzy of war. France and
possibly England would be

drawn into the conflict. The only
certainty is that the United
States will mind her own busi-
ness and stay out of the fracas.

Europe has been long pre-
paring for such a war as this
which is threatened, but although
it seems inevitable, all peace-lov-
ing people will pray that some way
out of it will yet be found.

Skyscraper
in Huntsville

Ground breaking was held
today for the Twickenham Ho-
tel, a project expected to cost
$100,000. The hotel is being
built on the site of the old mar-
ket house which was purchased
by the city for a reported
$15,000. A crowd of some three
thousand people attended the
ground breaking,

With the completion of the

health

For Your Health!

Solving your
puzzle Cleansing & Weight

256-883-4127 Herbs Loss
Open Monday - Saturday Vitamins
info@ruthsnutrition.com Massage

Reflexciogy

Natural Foods
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Auricular Therapy
Magnetic Therapies
Electrodermal Testing
Rapid Eye Technology

7540-P South Memorial Pkwy.
Rosie’s Shopping Center
Huntsville, Alabama

New Year - New You!

www.ruthsnutrition.com

six story hotel, Huntsville will be
able to boast of having the tallest
skyscraper in the Tennessee
Valley.

No More Deer

County officials today an-
nounced that they would no
longer permit deer in the court
house yard. The announcement
was met with hoots of derision
by people who have grown at-
tached to the pet deer. Support-
ers of the deer have vowed to go
to court to prevent the county
from removing the animals.

Women & cats do as they
please, and men & dogs
should relax and get
used to that idea.

- Cheryl Tribble

Custom Cuts

Lawn & Landscape Service
Commercial & Residential

* Mulch & Sod

* Flowers & Shrubs

* Lawn & Landscape
Management

* Aerating & Overseeding

* Free Estimates

* Commercial & Residential

* References Available

* State Certified

Jimmy Stubbs
Owner

(256) 828-9224
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Local Man In
Jail After
Drowning Death

Vassar Vest, residence 121
Washington Street, Decatur was
drowned in the Tennessee River
this morning about ten o’clock.
At a point several hundred yards
below the bridge, a boat oc-
cupied by Vest and a young man
named Jim Breedlove turned
over according to Breedlove’s
story, throwing the two out.

Breedlove has been arrested
and placed in the county jail.
Breedlove, when seen in the
county jail this afternoon, told
the following story to a reporter:
“Vest and I were crossing the
river to fish and had reached
the other side when the boat
turned over, but I do not know
what caused it. I grabbed the
side and saved myself. I got the
boat turned right side up when
I had gotten about 50 yards
from this side, after having
looked for the body of Vest. I
came on to land and got the fam-
ily of Vest and went back across
the river. I was sitting on the
bank over there when Deputy
Sheriff McCulloch arrested me.”

Breedlove does not appear to

have a criminal face, but there ap-
pear to be several details of the
drowning which he doesn't seem
to be quite familiar with. He stated
that he didn’t know what caused
the boat to turn over, dumping the
men in the water, though he said
that Vest had been teasing him
about not being able to swim and
had been rocking the boat in an
effort to aggravate him.

Heir to Austrian
Throne Dead

Shockwaves were felt all over
Europe today as a Serbian
nationalist assassinated Arch-
duke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the
throne of Austria-Hungary, and
his wife, the Duchess of
Hohenberg. They were both
gunned down in cold blood as
their motorcar was passing
through the streets of Sarajevo.
in Bosnia.

The assassin, identified as
Gavrilo Princip, is a 19-year-old
Bosnian student. He fired seven
shots from his pistol. One bullet
struck the duchess in the stom-
ach. Another hit the archduke in
the neck. He died almost imme-
diately.

The duchess died as she was
being rushed to a hospital.
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Gold Crown Hallmark Store . |
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Under New Ownership
- Theresa Carlisle

| 716 Pratt Ave - in 5 Points |

General Joseph
Wheeler wore a French-
made cork leg and always
carried a spare on his saddle.
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eserve your Home Movies

Protect & Preserve your home movies as a customized DVD
Home Video Library today! It's a great gift for yourself, or
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(256) 426-2358 ;

DISCVER

H:HI

MADE TO ORDER
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My Heroes
and Roli
Models

By Malcolm W. Miller

My third eldest brother,
James Curtis Miller, Sr., was
born as was his two brothers
before him, Robert and Joe, on
the Robert Spragins farm in the
area that is now known as Fagan
Hollow in southeast Huntsville.
The family lived there for some-
time until the work became more
than Papa could handle alone.

After leaving the Spragins
farm the family moved several
more times. Once to what was
known as the Moore Quarter
located at the eastern foot of
Chapman Mountain where Papa
worked with Will Andrews in the
logging business.

Finally the family ended up
in the Ryland comumumiify, rent-
ing land for a share of the crops
raised or in some cases renting
a farm for money. The family
was living near the banks of
Flint River when James Curtis
decided that he had had enough
of the cotton patch with the hard
work and no momney. He tried
unsuccessfully to join the Navy
but they would not let him in
because he was too tall. Finally
in October 1936 he gave up on
joining the Navy and joined the
Army.

The Army life was much bet-
ter than the farm life. The Gov-
ernment paid him twenty-one
dollar a month, gave him good
clothes and shoes to wear and
plenty to eat.

I was only nine years old
when he left for the Army. He
was stationed at Fort McClellan
and would come home on some
weekends. [ remember every
weekend I would sit on a limb
off the big oak tree at the end of
our porch and watch for him to
come walking down the red dirt
road that led to our house.

I will now back up here and
explain something to the folks
that knew James Curtis Miller
growing up because they may not
know whom I am talking about.
The story goes this way. When
he started school the teacher
asked him his name and he re-
plied James Miller, at that in-
stant his cousin, William
Miller, jumped up and said, "No,
his name is Gibbus Buntin.”
That was what Mom called him.
After this episode the name has
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been shortened to Gib. That is
what he was known by and al-
ways will be known by his sib-
lings, mieces, nephews and
friends.

Gib learned to be a soldier
in the old brown boot army aptly
described in James Jones clas-
sic "From Here To Etermitly." I
remember him wearing the old
woolen wrapped leggings and
riding pants. Later on it was
much better when the Army went
to combat boots.

When Gib was in the Army I
always wrote him letters like the
following: "Dear Gib, How are
you? We are fine. Please send
momney. Malcolm.” Remember, I
was only nine years old and
times were not easy.

In 1942 Gib married Miss
Bertha J. Martin, a pretty Geor-
gia girl. The wedding was in

Don'’t accept your
diog’s admiration as
conclusive evidence
that you are wonderful.

Ann Landers

North Augusta, South Carolina.
That marriage has lasted sixty-
two years and is still going stromg,
They have two sons, Howard, who
is an arts writer for the Huntsville
Times, and Jimmy, who lives in
Florida and works for the Navy
Department.

Gib was in the first wave on
Utah beach at the Normandy
landing on June 6. Our brother,
Louis, was right behind him. He
went ashore with the infantry
before the rest of the Fourth
Division, probably about 6:30
a.m., and then he fought back
and forth through the
hedgerows.

In July, at St. Lo, just outside

of Cherbourg, Gib turned on his
radio and the Germans picked up
the signal and began shelling his
position. Gib was seriously
wounded and had it not been for
a medic close by he never would
have made it out alive. He spent
many months recuperating at
various army hospitals until he
could finally return to duty.

Gib still has shrapnel on his
spine that they cannot remove,
however it does not slow him
down much. He turned ninety-
one years old this year and still
raises a garden and gets around
fairly well for a man that fell
and broke his hip last year.

Gib knew General Omar Bra-

Repairs
Pavers
Curbs
Walk ways
Blocks
Stone

Stucco

Licensed - Insured - References

“No Job Too Smmalli”

Michael Sylvester
(256) 694-2469

“[Everyone] goes out of their way to see to mom'’s personal needs”

| am confident of her care’

“My mother's needs are met fully, and the relationship she and | have
established with the Hearthstone family has exceeded my expectations”
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dley and operated a radio for
General Patton. Ernest
Hemmingway was a war corre-
spondent in his outfit.

There has been a member of
our family wearing a military
uniform without a break since
Gib started the tradition in
1936. Our great nephew, Chris-
topher Miller, is a Navy Lieu-
tenant carrying on that tradition
even today.

In Gib's long Army career he
served in two wars and rose to
the rank of Chief Warrant Of-
ficer. He was a soldier's soldier,
looked the part, and could have
played a soldier in a war movie.
I know Gib would not like me
writing this about him because
he is a very private person, how-
ever he has truly been a hero
and a great roll model for me.

Gib went on a long journey
from the cotton patches of Madi-
son County to the battlefields
of Europe and Korea. I can truly
say that Gib is a member of the
greatest generation that Tom
Brocaw wrote about in his
book.

Huntsville to add
12th Grade to
Schools

Jrom 1924 newspaper

After heated arguments on
both sides it was decided last
night that Huntsville schools
would implement a 12th grade
into its present educational sys-
tem.

Many people argued against
the proposal, saying that an ad-
ditional year of schooling was
foolish and would deprive par-
ents of much needed labor. "You
can't learn nothing in 12 years
that you can't learn in 11," one
person was heard saying

It is doubtful that many stu-
dents will agree to another year.

Digging for
Gold in Sublett
Garden

by Garland Sublett

Born sometime around
1813, Andrew Monroe Sublett
grew up in Warren County, Ken-
tucky. He left his old Kentucky
home probably in the late
1820's, and found his way to a
small valley in Madison County,
Alabama where two mountains
(Lick Skillet and Chestnut
Knob) meet.

Climbing to the top of "Lick
Skillet", he met, fell in love with,
and married a young lady
named Mary Ann (Polly) Moon,
whose family had already settled
in the area, and who loaned their
name to the community now
known as Moontown.

Moving to the bottom of the
mountain, Andrew and Polly built
the Sublett home, which still
stands today, in 1834, and began
raising the Sublett family.

As time passed and the 1860's
rolled around, Andrew and Polly
found their family swallowed up
in the events and consequences

Old is when you’re
cautioned to slow down
by your doctor, instead

of the police.

Liz Ford
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Commercial & Residential
684-1957

mislizcleansweep27 @yahoo.com

Need Someone
to talk to
your Club?

Long time Huntsville native
and regular writer for Old Hunts-
ville, Johnny Johnston will be glad
to speak before your group about
Huntsville, the way it used to be.
There is no charge.

He is a highly regarded
speaker whose talks about
Huntsville's history are guaranteed
to keep the audience enthralled.

Call Johnny Johnston
(256) 656-9575

1112 6th Avenue, SE
Decatur, Al 35601
(256) 353-2503

(Stnce 1969)

Guns &
Tackle Shop, Inc

J.C. Vaughn

President

1650 Jordan Lane
Huntsville, Al 35816
(256) 830-0761

Guns - Buy - Sell - Trade - Consignment - Repair
Holsters - Knives - Ammo - Reloading Supplies
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of a war that marked one of our
country’s stormiest periods; the
war between the North and
South. On one occasion, hearing
that there was a company of union
soldiers in the area, and fearing
that ifthey should show up at the
farm,they would loot or take any-
thing ofvalue that they could find,
Andrew and the oldest boys be-
gan to herd all the larger farm
animals (mules, cows) into the
mountain and hide them in a
large cave.

That was about all they had
of any value except for a hand-
ful of five dollar gold coins
which they kept in a cannister
on a mantle over the kitchen
stove. Along side it was another
identical cannister in which they
kept their used cooking grease.

Grease (lard) was a valued
commodity in those days. You
didn't throw it away, but saved it
to be used again. While hiding the
farm animals, they happened to

think about the gold coins on the
mantle. So, they quickly grabbed
the cannister and ran out to the
garden where it was buried.

As it happened a few soldiers
did show up at the house. They
took some chickens and meat
from the smoke house, and a
few small items. After they had
gone, Andrew went to the gar-
den and dug up his gold. To his
surprise, it wasn't gold at all,
but grease.

In their haste, they buried the
wrong cannister. The gold cannis-
ter was still on the mantle un-
touched and unnoticed by the
union soldiers.

If you think health care is
expensive now, just walt
untll you see what it costs
when i's free.

P. J. O’'Rourke

Join us each Saturday, starting at 8 a.m.,
for Cafe au Lait and Beignets! Try our
delicious New Orleans Chicory coffee with-
out leaving Huntsville, at the Coffee Tree!

Also....

James Smith, the Autoharp man, will be here
the last Friday of each month for an evening
of rausie with the Traditional Musiec Asso.
players (banjo, dulcimer, story telling).

Join us for a real down home country
dinner and dessert, honest-to-goodness

home-cooked food!

880-6464

Coffee - Teas - Coffee Supplies
Gifts - Expresso Supplies
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News from
Madison

Jrom 1898 newspaper

Ben Jennings split his foot
open while cutting firewood.

A negro under the employ of
Henry Fletcher was bitten by a
six foot rattlesnake while pick-
ing cotton in the lower field.

Aunt Bessie Myers died af-
ter a short illness attributed to
the consumption of spirits. She
was ninety-six.

The body of an unidentified
person was found, hanging from
a tree, by George Willis while
he was hunting ginseng. It is
supposed he was either mur-
dered or took his own life.

Horace Jolly is building a
new home after the last one blew
away in the storm last momth.

Nothing else is happening.

7900 Bailey Cove Road

Across firom Grissom High School

6:00 am - 9:00 pm Mon- Sat
8:00 am - 3 pm Sunday
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ALABAMA ASSOCIATION FOR JUSTICE PRESENTS:
THE PEOPLE’S LAW SCHOOL

When: January 26 - April 6, 2009; Monday Nights 6:30 - 8:40 p.m.
Where: City Public Safety Building, Courtroom A
Cost: $45.00 Registration Fee

For More Information Contact:
Brinkley & Chesnut
Attormeys At Law
307 Randolph Avenue
Huntsville, Alabama 35881

(256) 533-4534 www.bclegal.net
SCHEDULE FOR SPRING 2009

January 268 6:3 Robert Pattsreon
740 Perry Shiillseworth

Criminal Law
Leading Edge of the Law

February 2 6:30 Delgine Mountain & Clint Mountain Tort Law Concepts
7:40 Ed Gentle To be Announced
Fabruary 9 8:30 Larry Morris Justics in America
7:40 Kermi Riley Employment Law
February 16 8:30 Ron Sykstus & Amy Tanner Banknupicy Law & Security Clearances
7:40 Phil Price D.U.I. Law
Fabruary 23 8:30 Robeii Presio Divovce Law
T7:40 George Moore Worker's Compensalion Law
March 2 a:30 Robert Roden Medicine & Law (Ol & Water)
7:40 Mike Wisner Willa, Estatas and Tax Law
March 8 8:30 Mayor Tommy Batile City Govemment
740 Chariss Boyd Social Security Law
March 23 5:30 Bob Prince & Paul Clemons Products Liablity Law
7:40 Connie Glass Eldor Law
March 30 6:30 Matt Glover Roll On 18 Wheel
7:40 Barton Warren & Derek Simpson  Trisl Techniques
April 6 6:30 Mike Timberiake Nursing Home Law
T:40 Hall Bryant & Alien Brinkiey Corporation Law
8:40 Graduation
REGISTRATION FORM
Namea Home Address:
City: Siate: Zip:
Phone: E-Mall Address:

METHOD OF PAYMENT ACCEPTED: CHECK or MONEY ORDER
Make checks payable and send to: Alabama Assoclation for Justice, P.O. Box 2026 Huntsville, Al 35804

All programs will be taped and telavisad throughout the ysar on Comcast Channel 3 on the following schedule:
Monday, Wadnesday, Friday at 6:00 am, 2:00 pm, 6-:00 pm, 10:00 pm, and Sundays at 2:00 pm.

L s s e e ————— |
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An Expensive Cow concept ...

Jrom 1919 newspaper

At Derrick Design and Remodeling,

There is a man in Huntsville who pays
we are the leader of your

$18,000 a year for the privilege of keeping a cow. remodeling project. We work with
He is a sane man, a business man, a man of | you to develop solutions that

5 . . incorporate your ideas and design
family and generally respected in the community. T Ay

His poor relatives declare him a freak, and his
neighbors shrug their shoulders and murmur
things about rich men’s whims.

The way of it is that he possesses a valuable
building lot in a choice residence portion of the
city, and having nothing else to do with it, he put a
nice little fence around it and quartered therein
his pet Jersey cow. The cow was an artistic cow
and harmonized well with the green turf and little
bushes, so people rather admired the arrange-
ment.

One day a man came along from Paint Rock

We are committed
to providing you
with a pleasant
remodeling
experience.

Successfully serving the remodeling
needs of Huntsville/Madison County
for 17 years.

- to completed

who thought he would like to build on that par- gy o 1
ticular lot, so he hunted up the owner and made construction
him a spot cash offer of $430,000 for the land.
His offer was refused, politely and decisively.
“But,” remonstrated a relative aghast, “that would DERRICK
pay you $18,000 a year! Why did you refuse it?” IR} ;,; Lf'.;i A'] :”)

The rich man lit a cigar and turned a protest- Visit our Web site - www.derrickdesign.net
ing face on his accuser. “Yes,” he assented in a 162 Export Circle, Huntsville, Al. 35806
puzzled way, “but what would I have done with (256) 852-8188 - i=ax (256),852-8077

my cow?”

Sy 256.534.4452

: Toll Free: 877.534.4452
PRINTING Fax: 534.4456

SERVICES
_More than
meets the eye!

3308 Seventh Avenue - Huntsville, Alabama 35805
Jindasprinting.com - linprint@lindasprinting.com



http://www.derrickdesign.net
http://www.lindasprinting.com
mailto:linprint@lindasprinting.com

0ld Huntsville Page 52

The Mystery of the
Upside-Down Hill

by John Crow

The year was 1959. Fidel
Castro became the Prime Min-
ister of Cuba, “Tom Dooley” was
a popular song, and I had come
to Huntsville. My father and I
were staying in a boarding house
on Adams Street until he could
close on a home and bring my
mother and sisters down from
Ohio. I had come down that
summer with Dad to get squared
away at Huntsville High for my
pending junior year and to try
out for the football team.

That summer I learned that
Southern boys take their foot-
ball seriously, that I resented
being called a “Yankee” (I had
lived most of my young life out
West or in Tennessee), and
through the auspices of my
soon-to-be best friend, discov-
ered what surely must be one
of the all time great mysteries

Madison
Manor

of the universe.

“Minus” Mullins was the
football team manager. We
called him “Minus” because at
that time he was so small. His
real name was Bob and he had
sort of an impish, con-man

quality about him. He was al-
ways cooking up some scheme
or another designed to make a
quick buck. Well one day after
practice we were sitting around
at Gibson's Barbeque drinking
iced tea. I forget how the con-
versation got started but I was
telling Bob about some of the
wonders I had seen in my trav-
els out West.

Bob got this sort of far away
look in his eye, hunkered over
closer to me, and in a low, seri-

(256) 539-9257

1022 Cook Ave. Huntsville

Taylor Produce

Located in the Madison County Farmers Market

Country Ham and the best Fruit Baskets

Come in for the best tomatoes you’ll find anywhere! Turnip
Greens, Citrus, Apples, Cabbage - many cold weather vegetables

Open 7 days a week

Proudly owned & operated by Tooter Taylor’s daughters &
grandchildren! We’re keeping the tradition alive!

Hours 8-6 Mon-Sat
Sunday 8-5

Made to order Fruit Baskets - any size

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
Serving The Area for Over 30 Years

* Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care

¢ 24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services

* Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational

Therapies

* Registered, Licensed & Certified Staft

* Individualized Social Services and Activities

256-772-9243

3891 Sullivan St. ®* Madison, AL

Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention
we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is
needed. It’s a difference we are proud of.

Care by Professionals - Lifestyle to enjoy




ous voice said, ‘John, I bet you a dol-
lar that I can show you a wonder right
here in Huntsville, Alabama that you’ll
have to agree is the greatest wonder
youve ever seen.” I'll have to admit I
was pretty leery of what was taking
shape but I could tell Bob was serious
and that look in his eye was downright
scary. I figured I couldn’ lose and be-
sides I was awfully curious.

“OK, show me,” I said, a little
smugly. We got in his 58 Chevy and
headed north on the Parkway and took
a right on Governor’s Drive. We headed
toward the mountain and then veered
left onto Big Cove Road. Now you have
to remember that back then the area
around the Big Cove tumrnofff was mostly
rollimg, sloping, grass-covered hills,
and the traffic wasn’t anything like it is
now. We traveled up Big Cove just a
little way, it seems, then Bob started to
slow down. He began looking from side
to side then stopped, backed up a little,
then stopped again. He put the
car in neutral and with his foot
still on the brake said, “We’re
on a hill going up, right?”

Well we were definitely on a
hill, granted the spot where we
were at was not a particularly
steep grade, but it was definitely
a hill.

“Bob, you know darn well
we’re on a hill.”

“OK,” he said, “When I let
my foot off the brake we’ll start
to roll back down the hill,
right?”

“Right,” I said, not hiding my
disgust. Bob let his foot off the
brake, and I swear, instead of
rolling backwards down the hill,
the car rolled up the hill for a
short distance, then came to a
stop. “Whoa, do that againa!” I
said. Bob put the Chevy in gear
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and backed up (down) the hill a short distance, then re-
peated the performance.

“Bob, that’s the strangest thing I've ever experienced.”

“Yeah, it’s weird alright. Let me show you something.”
He reached over and opened the glove compartment and
pulled out a folded piece of paper. “Read that,” he said. I
unfolded what appeared to be a piece of an old comic
strip section from a Sunday newspaper. Someone had
written a date on it that now was very faded, nineteen fifty
something. When I read it I could feel the hair on the back
of my neck start to rise.

It was an old “Ripley’s Believe it or Not” strip. You

Up to $500,000 Life Insurance

without Medical Exam. Ages 0-&5
Mack Vann, CLU

Prooes
(256)) 5FB-QUE2

1808 Covewood Dr.
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
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remember when it was in color in
the Sunday comics. Well it showed
this car on a hill and a man
scratching his head and little ques-
tion marks coming from his head
and said something about the up-
side-down hill in Huntsville, Ala-
bama. “Bob,” I said, “This is re-
ally something. Imagine, were on
a spot in Ripley’s.” “Yeah,” Bob an-
swered, “Don’t it beat all you've ever
seen?” “It sure does,” I replied.

Then I saw his eyes light up and
he said, ‘John, you owe me a buck.”
Well, I begrudgingly paid Bob and,
armed with a marble and a
carpenter’s level, all that summer
I’'d go back and try to unravel the
mystery of the upside-down hill. I
never could figure it out. I do know
that the level would show “down”
but the marble would roll “up.”

I had forgotten about this inci-
dent until a couple of weeks ago
when I was thinking about my old
friend. Bob’s been dead over twenty
years now. Little did we know that
summer would be one of the few
left when we still had our adoles-
cent innocence. The sixties, Nam,
the seventies, careers, family, all
the changes and stresses of adult-
hood, almost caused me to forget
that first summer in Huntsville.

I guess in memory of old Bob
“Minus” Mullins I tried to find that
spot on Big Cove the other day. I
can tell you this, if you try to stop
your car on Big Cove Road today
the odds are you’ll get run over, and
to walk around there with a marble
in your hand is just plain suicide.
I've never found that spot again
where down is up.

Did You Know...

Of all the presidents to
have visited Humtsville,
Jefferson Davis, President of
the Confederacy, received the
biggest welcome. Over seventy
percent of the city’s population
turned out to greet him.

First

Preslyylierian
Church

307 Gates Avenue
Huntsville, Al

An Historic Church
Meeting Today’s Needs

Join us Sundays
8:30 AM

Gideon-Blackburn House
across street

10:30 AM
Main Sanctuary

(256) 536-3354
Dr. Darryl Goldman, Interim Pastor
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- Open Daily 1®-6

Now Available!

A special issue published by the Huntsville-

Madison County Historical Society detalling

the early settiement of Madison County

before statehood. This book will become a
E collectible! $10.00

The Huntsville
HistoriadIReview

A History of Early Sefifement:
Madison County Before Statzhood

1808-1819
.. James Madison. President ofthe Lnired Stales from [Ho(j+ 1
Special fesite
Published by
1 iw HuHitxvilde-Mattison CoMiiy Histerical Stt u a

Sunday 11-6

(
i Located in the historic three-story, 23,000 square-foot Lombardo
building and featuring over 80 dealers

Shaver's

Top 10 Books of Loecal &
Regional Interest

1. Huntsville Historic Review:
1819 Huntsville Map-Merrimack Mill
History-Indian Creek Canal-Sarah Fisk
Tribute and More $7.95

2. Historic Photos of Huntsville
by Jacque Gray Reeves $39.95

3. When Spirits Walk:Madison
Cty. Ghost Stories by Jacque Gray
Reeves $16.95

4. A Man Called Gurley: Nathan
Bedford Forresi’'s Notorious Captain
by Col. Donald Steenburn  $17.95

5. Why is it Named That? 250
Place Names in Huntsville/Madison
County by Dex Nilsson $13.95

6. Long Ago in Madison County -
A book for Children - by Sarah Fisk
Hardback $13.95 - Paperback $7.95

7. True Tales of Old Madison
County by Virgil (Pat) Jones $7.95

8. Lily Flagg: Humitsviille’s
Famous Cowby Doris Gilbreath $13.95

9. Civil War Letters io a Sister
in Alabama by Frank Chappell
$14.95

10. Days Gone By: Cotion Mill
Village Lifeby Curtis Lovvorn $16.95

Railroad Station Antiques - (256) 533-6550
Shaver’s Books - (256) 533-7364 Email shaversbks@comeast.net
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