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The Lord’s
Work

Brother Dave and Aunt Essie
were well known in Huntsville.
He was a minister from up north
who spent his retirement
ministering to the needs of the
community.

His wife always had a smile
for everyone and spent her time
visiting people who were ill.

Uncle Dave and Aunt Essie
seemed to be the perfect couple.
They prayed together, visited
people together and ministered
to the sick together.

They also robbed banks
together.
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Lewter's Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.

While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more
employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers
insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the
same location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777



The Lord’s
Work

Hermitage Avenue in the
summer of 1957 was a quiet
Huntsville neighborhood; the kind
where children played in the front
yards and older people sat on the
front porches fanning themselves
with cardboard fans purloined
from the local funeral home. One
resident boasted that it had been
so long since he had locked his
doors that he no longer remem-
bered where his keys were.

The first indication that some-
thing might be different came
when a stranger in a dark suit ap-
proached a man who was mow-
ing his front lawn. Speaking in a
low but authoritative voice, the
stranger told the man to go inside
the house and lock the doors.
Then he walked across the street
where two children were playing
and knocked on the door. When a
woman answered he told her to
get her children inside the house
and lock the doors.

After looking up and down the
street for along moment, and see-
ing no one else outside, he raised
his arm above his head and
waved it in a circular motion.

Suddenly the air was filled
with sounds of screeching tires as

to a stop in front of a house in the
middle of the block. Four or five
men dressed in dark suits and
carrying shotguns jumped from
the cars. Two of them ran to the
rear of the house while the others
approached the front.

Minutes later the neighbors
watched in shock as a middle-
aged couple was led from the
house in handcuffs. The man
was Dave Saunders, known to
most of the people as Brother
Dave, one of the most respected
members of the community. The
woman, Aunt Essie, was his
wife.

They were charged with three
counts of bank robbery.

Dave Saunders was born in
1914 near Hazard, Kentucky.
His family was typical of the
area; poor, hardworking and
imbued with strong religious con-
victions. His father worked at a
coal mine until one of his legs was
crushed in an accident. After that
he scratched at a small piece of
land trying to raise a garden. The
only cash money came digging
ginseng and picking berries.

The only relief from the grind-
ing poverty were the church ser-
vices. For many people in

“If you see a bomb technician
running, follow him.”

two black unmarked cars raced USAF Ammo Troop
I
|
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Appailachia, the ehurehes were
their only social contaets, and
meore importantly, it was a place
where everyone could be equai.
The typical service was led by a
self proclaimed preacher who, ae-
companied by a guitar or a banjo,
would preach heli, fire and brim-
stone. After the sermon would
come the testifying - a time when
members of the eongregation
stood up and talked about how
Jesus had eame in to their lives.

Dave had started testifying at
an early age and by the time he
was a young man had become a
very elequent and interesting
speaker. Oftentimes he was in-
vited to lead the services when a
minister was not available. Many
people expected him to take the
next step and form his ewn
chureh.

Unfertunately for Dave the
church was more tradition than
conviction. He was merely de-
ing what everyone expected. The
church would always be a part
off his life, just like the moun-
tains surrounding his heme,
but for the rest ofhis life, he would
struggle with his faith.

In 1935 Dave was returning
home one day from chopping
wood for a neighbor when he
spotted a ear parked on the side
of the road. It belonged to M.
Elliot, a paymaster for the lo-
cal mines, who had walked inte
the nearby woods to relieve him-
self. As Dave approached he

noticed a eanvas payroll bag ly-
ing on the front seat.

Pausing only for a split second,
he grabbed the bag and took off.
After he had rim several miies, he
stopped to catch his breath and
opened the bag. It eontained al-
most $1,600. For Dave there was
no moral dilemma. He hated his
life and had dreamed for years
about living some other place.
Nowr, suddenily, it was almost as if
the hand of providence had
reached out to help him.

Without ever returning home
he eut across the mountains
until he reached the main road.
By hitchhiking and walking he
made his way to Detroit. Dur-
ing the trip Dave had plenty of
time to think. He was net sure
what the future would bring but
he knew he would never be poor
again.

Within a few weeks he had
transformed himself from be-
ing dirt poor inte an elegantly
dressed and immaeulately
groomed gentleman. He had al-
ways been a gifted speaker which
added to the cultivated image he
had ereated.

Many people elaim it is im-
possible to give up, and to for-

“Only Irish coffee provides in
a single glass all 4 essential
food groups: Alcohol,
caffelne, sugar and fat.”

Alex Levine

In 1939 Huntsville was recov-
ering from the Great Depression.
Money was hard to come by and
people depended on Gates Auto Repair for honest and dependable
service. Over a half century later - they still do.

@8 Years At Same Location!

Ghies Auto Repair Co., Inc

Dehaan Gates
Owner / Manager p-

WELCOME TO AUTHENTIC THAI CUISTNE AT

CO: THAI GADDEN <20

DINE IN OR €ARRY OUT
All Fresh Meats & Vegetables
No MSG - No Preservatives Used

Mon - Fri - Lunch Il am - 2 pm
Dinner 4:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Sat - Dinner only 4:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Closed Sundays

800 Weliman Avenue

(In Historic Five Points)

(256) 534-0122

H.C. BLAKE INC.

Plumbing, Electrical
Heating,
Air Conditioning




Navigating through market volatility.

These are volatile times in the financial markets.

Given substantial declines in asset values over the past year, and
continued volatility on a daily basis, you may be wondering about how
this will impact your goals and what to do next regarding your portfolio.

Merrill Lynch can help you determine what's best for you.
We'll offer our insight to help you address the current
environment, while staying focused on your longer term
goals, like retirement and leaving a legacy.

In this seminar, we'll discuss
1 The dynamics of market volatility

« What history may suggest about recovery
following similar market declines

1 Specific investment strategies to help
reposition your portfolio for the future

1 How Merrill Lynch safeguards your assets
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Thursday
February 26,2009
8:45 & 11:30 AM

Merrill Lynch

4725 Whitesburg Drive
Huntsville, AL 35802
Brad Cardwell

Call Brad Cardwell at (256) 650-2432 or
email brad_cardwell@ml.com to reserve
your place today.

TOTAL MERRILL*

MeI'I'I" LynCh Global Markets & Investment Banking | Global Research | Global Wealth Management

fotel Menit (<fe$ignj « a registered service mark of Mem lynch & Co., tec. fc&l Mwri! & a service mark of Mernil lynch & Co., loc,
© 2009 Memill Lynch. Pierce. Fenner & Smith Incorporated. Member SIPC
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get, everything you have known in
your past and in Dave’s ease this
was eertainly true. Despite his
new cultured image he had a long-
ing to be with people he could
identify with.

He began attending a small
“hillbilly” ehurch and within a
sheort time had beecome a valued
membetr. Many people began at-
tending just to hear the testimo-
niles he routinely gave. An edd
thing about testimonies is the fact
that many people strive te out-do
one another in talking about the
sins they eommitted. If one per-
son talked about being a drunk-
ard before he joined the ehurch,
the next person would talk about
belng a worse drunk and a
Wwoaiiizer.

Dave was no exception.
Although always eareful not to be
too speeifie, he talked about
being a robber and stealing
money. He talked about walking
away from his family and never
going back. Dave was by far the
most eloquent speaker the
chureh had ever seen.

About this time a split oe-
eurred in the ehurch and seme
of the members asked Dave to
be their new minister. After much
thought, he agreed. Some of the
other members, however, were
highly upset and were determined
that he would net replace the
current minister

After doing a little investigat-
ing they learned that Dave was
from Hazard, Kentucky. Remem-
bering his testimonies about
being a robber they contacted

offieials there. Three weeks later
Dave was arrested and, after eon-
fessing, extradited to Kentucky
where he stood trial. He received

ten years.

When Dave was released
from prison he drifted to Chi-
eago where he settled into a life of
petty erime. He had learned that
looks were everything and by pos-
ing as a well cultivated gentleman,
had no problems passing bad
cheeks or buying things on eredit
which he would then resell. He
was arrested several more times
but appears not to have spent any
lengthy time in jaii.

Despite his life style he was
still drawn to the church, although
now he was eareful about his tes-
timonies. His life seemed to deve-
lope a pattern. He would attend a
chureh and after a period oftime
would be asked to beecome the
minister. He was always highly
sueeessful in building the mem-
bership and his revivals were
eagerly anticlpated.

Eventually, however, authori-
ties would always show up with a
warrant for his arrest. And each
time this happened, members of
the church would post bond for
him and he would simply disap-
peat.

Dave was pastoring a ehurch,
and hiding from the law, in
St. Louis when he met Essie

“My luck is so bad that if |
bought a eemetery, people
would stop dying.”

Rodney Dangerfield

L. Thomas Ryan, Jr.
Attorney At Law

2319 Market Place, Suite B
Humisville, Alabama 35801

Tellephone
256)533-1103

ESTATE PLANNING, LIVING TRUSTS,

"No Representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the
quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.”

Fax
(256)33339/A11

WILLS, PROBATE

CLOUD NINE
AMTA In-House Massages

Tetese Stevens, LMT
Alabama License #992

Swedish
Neuromuscular

Deep Tissue
Phone:256/337-6989

Gift Certificates for All Occasions

Our team approach to rehabilita-
tion means working together to
enhance the quality of life and by re-
shaping abilities and teaching new
skills. We rebulld hope, self-respect
and a desire to achieve one's highest
level of independence.

*Complex Medical Care
*Short Term Rehabilitation
*Long Term Care

Our team includes Physicians,
Nurses, Physical Therapist, Occupa-
tional Therapist, Speech Therapist,
Activity Director and Registered
Dietlcian

Einfein
Center Antiques

1214 Meridian Street NE
Tues - Sat 111-5

536-3117

Antiques, Fine
Fuirniture,
Books, Artwork
and a large
selection of
Collectibles.

Visit us at
www.lincolncenterantiques.net



http://www.lincolncenterantiques.net

Bumgarden. She was short, over-
weight, an avid church-goer and
reminded everyone of their favor-
ite aunt. She was also a thief. One
person later described her as the
type of person who would spend
all day cooking food to deliver to
some sick old lady and then steal
the woman's check book before
she left.

Dave and Essie quickly be-
came kindred souls, drifting
back and forth across the coun-
try floating bad checks and hold-
ing revivals. While Dave was al-
ways the front man, it was Essie
who provided the brains. In
1955 they were passing through
Springfield, Illinois when sud-
denly Essie told Dave to stop
the car. She then walked across
the street and into a bank. Two
or three minutes later she ran
out holding a bag and told Dave
to take off. They had just robbed
their first bank, but it would not
be the last.

Essie had been formulating
a plan for months. She and Dave
were both tired of the traveling,
living under different names and
always being just one step ahead
of the law. They often talked about
moving somewhere where no one

knew them; a place where they
could join a church and be re-
spectable in the community. As
odd as it may seem, they both
considered themselves deeply
religious.

Her plan, as she explained to
Dave, was to stop all the bad
checks and credit scams. There
wasn’t really much money to be
made anyway. Instead, they
should go after banks where they
would only have to rob one or two
a year to live comfortably. Then
they could settle down some-
where.

Dave said later they were
sitting in a truck stop in Austin,
Texas when they decided on where
they would settle down. Dave
spread a map on the table and
Essie, after closing her eyes,
randomly touched the map. Her
fingertip was on Huntsville,
Alabama.

Dave and Essie were flush
with money from the Springfield
robbery and had no trouble liv-
ing up to their new image. Dave
was supposed to have been a
retired minister who had inher-
ited a substantial sum of money.
They had moved here, they said,
to get away from the cold winters

HALL BROTHERS MOVING

Huntsville’s Choice for Local & Long Distance Moving
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GAS LOG SALE!

Wide selection of
Vented or Vent-Free
Gas Logs

Firesets, Screens,
Grates & Fireplace
Accessories

2611 University Drive
Huntsville Al. 35816
534-1715 - 534-8199

“If it is true that we are here to
help others, then what exactly
are the others here for?”

Jessie McNair, Scottsboro

Experience - Efficiency - Integrity

* Office Relocation

* Records Storage

* Guaranteed Pick-up &
Delivery Dates

* Owner on Every Job

* Commercial & Residential

* All Types
* Free Estimates

* Packaging & Crating

* Licensed, Bonded & Insured %

L S Es THall Brothers ¥
* Load & Unload oving t E
‘m . [- Licensed & Tnsured
BBR :
y [ All Types of
W o b1 Moving Jobs!

We Still Believe In Customer Service!
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Within a few months it seemed
as if they had lived in Huntsville
forever. Essie was constantly bak-
ing cakes and cookies for the
neighborhood children who be-
gan calling her Aunt Essie. Hardly
a day passed without her visiting,
and carrying food, to someone
who was ill. Everyone agreed - she
was the perfect minister’s wife.

Soon after moving here, Dave
began stopping by the Bon Air
restaurant for coffee every morn-
ing. It was the ideal place to meet
people and Brother Dave, as he
was called now, quickly became
popular with the customers who
met there every morning, Grady
Reeves invited him to be on his
radio talk show. Probate Judge
Ashford Todd asked him to
counsel a young couple who
were contemplating divorce.
J. Otis King, a popular and char-
ismatic local minister, asked
Brother Dave to accompany him
on visits to the jail and hospi-
tal.

Although Brother Dave pro-
fessed to be nondenomina-
tional, “The Lord is my church”
he would say, he was often invited
to preach at local churches and
to give the benediction at civic
meetings. Just how well he was
accepted was illustrated one
morning when he stopped at the
county jail to minister to the
prisoners. Ed Norton, the chief
deputy, was sitting at a desk go-
ing through some old bulletins
when suddenly he stopped and
handed one to Dave.

“Looks like I am going to have
to arrest you,” said Norton.

Startled, Dave looked at the
bulletin. It had his name and pic-
ture on it and said he was wanted
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“My grandkids believe I’'m the
oldest thing in the world. And
after a couple of hours with
them, | believe it, too.”

Linda Drake, Huntsville

for bank fraud. Fortunately the
picture was old and did not re-
semble him much. Not knowing
what to say, he silently handed it
back to Norton who by this time
was laughing.

“That’s one of the best jokes
I have seen in months,” said

Spry Funeral

Norton. “Brother Dave a crimi-

nal!” He then started a story and Crematory

about how he had found a

bulletin one time for another man Homes’ InC.

named Ed Norton. Family owned and operated
Unfortunately, cakes, cookies since 1919

and ministering cost money and
it was not long before Dave and
Essie began planning another
bank job. This time it was a
bank in Charlotte, North Caro-
lina where they made away with
almost $9,000.

Later, when asked how they
justified robbing banks and work-
ing as a minister at the same time,
Essie replied, “We prayed about

(256) 536-6654

We now have the first phase of

Valley View Cemetery

bpen with 100 acres reserved for
future development.

(256) 534-8361

HEART OF DIXIE

Popcorn & Supply
Fun Food Equipment & Supplies

We also carry equipment & supplies for Sno Cones, Shaved Ice, Nachos,
Chips & Cheese, Cotton Candy, Funnel Cakes, Lemonade, Candy Apples,

Hot Dogs, Deep Fryers, and Much, Much More!
Visit our showroom for the largest array of equipment and supplies in

the south. 191 Darwin Road - Huntsville, 35811

Perfect for Little League baseball - football games - basketball
games - concerts - festivals - carnivals. Free delivery!!

Toll Free (877)828-3270 - Local (256) 828-3270 - Fax (256) 828-4393
www.heartofdixiepopcorn.com

InterSouth ™

properfied

“Leasing and Managing Huntsville’s Premier Office Buildings”

* Highland Office Park, Phases 1 & 2

* Park West Center

* University Square Business Center |
* 8215 Madison Blvd. i

Phone (256) 830-9160
Fax (256) 430-0881

Visit us at www.intersouth-properties.com



http://www.heartofdixiepopcorn.com
http://www.intersouth-properties.com

Theshiftfromsummertofall ...with cooler temperatures and colorful landscapes... invites us to enjoy the great outdoors.
But illnesses like seasonal allergies, colds and flu may make you want to hibernate. Trust your healthcare to Madison Urgent

Care. We're here to treat all minor ilinesses and injuries daily from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., and an appointment is never required.

CUMadisonUrgentCare

HUNTSVILLE HOSPITAL
madisonmedicalpark.org Hwy. 72 near Balch Rd. + 265-5050


madisonmedicalpark.org
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it and knew we had to eontinue
the Lord’s work.”

Brother Dave had by this
time become so well knewn in
Humtsville that he was even
asked to preside at marriages and
funerals. When a loeal eivie elub
decided to have a fund raiser he
was asked to head the commiittee.
Aunt Essie joined a sewing elub
and did volunteer work at the
hospitai.

In the summer of 1957, Dave
and Essle decided it was once
again time to raise money for
the “Lord’s work.” The bank they
chose was in Cineinnati, Ohie.
While Essie waited in the ear,
Dave entered the bank and slid
a note across the eounter to the
teller telling her to “put all the
money in a bag and no one will
be hurt.”

Seconds latet, as Dave was
walking out the door, the teller
started sereaming. A ecustomer
in the bank immediately pulled a
gun from his pocket and started
chasing Dave. Just as Dave was
about te jump in the ear the eus-
tomer fired, hitting him in the leg.

Essie put the ear in gear and see- .
e eneme e | Furmiture
e v o e | Faetory 953
atil lodged m s leg. Late tha | B & Girll
night, after arriving home, Essie

drove Dave to the hospital where || Open at
the bullet was removed and the || 11:00 am.

for Lunch!
wound bandaged. Witnesses later
said that “Brother Dave seemed
to be embarrassed. He said he ¥
was cleaning an old gun and it
went off. He kept saying he eould
not believe how stupid he was.” Happy Hour Drink Specials!
Dave and Essie had always Visit our Patio - one of the
been ecareful with their robberies most popular places in town!
Live Entertainment
“If you try to fail, and sueeceed, Wed., Frl. & Saturday
which have you actually Open Tues. - Sat. for fine dining
done?” .
and your enjoyment.
Paul Jeremy, Athens éfgﬁ;i?am ot

LAwRinNs

809 MADISON STREET
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

BRIDAL REGISTRY

China, Crystal, Silver, Pewter, Table
Linen, Cookware.
Decorative Accessories, Invitations and
Amnnouncements, L.enox China & Crystal,

Fine Linens & Cottons For Bed & Bath.
—




but this time they made a fatal
error. They had not changed their
car tags and the customer who
shot Dave recognized the tag as
being from Alabama.

Authorities began the task of
contacting every hospital in the
state asking for information on
anyone who had been treated for
a gunshot wound to the leg.
Within days they had a name -
Dave Saunders - who also had
numerous outstanding warrants
against him for bank fraud, bad
checks and burglary.

Brother Dave and Aunt
Essie both pled guilty to three
counts of bank robbery and were
sentenced to thirty years in the
federal prison. The fact they
never carried a gun during the
robberies was a big factor for
the relatively light sentences.

Dave was released for good
behavior after serving twenty five
years. He currently lives in a
nursing home in Chicago, Illinois
and is a part time pastor of a
small church. In his spare time
he is writing his memoirs, called
appropriately “The Lord’s Work.”

Aunt Essie served her entire
sentence and disappeared after
being released.

“Please place your donation
in the envelope along with
the deceased person you

want remembered.”

Seen in local Church bulletin

Bigamist
Set Free

The case against Wm. Fuller,
charged with bigamy, was ended
yesterday by the discharge of the
prisoner. When Fuller was
brought into court for trial the
prosecuting witnesses failed to
appear and could not be found,
there was nothing left for the
court to do but to discharge the
prisoner. Mrs. Fuller, number
two, had been in the court room
before the case was called, but
could not be found when she
was wanted.

Jrom 1893 newspaper

Old Fashioned
Hoe Cake

Combine 2 cups cornmeal,
1/2 teaspoon salt and 1/2 tea-
spoon baking powder.

Add a teaspoon melted fat
and stir in enough water to make
a dough. Make into small cakes
about half an inch thick and bake
on a hot greased griddle, or pan,
until brown, turn to brown on the
other side.

Sam ]. Citrano, Jr., DMD, P.C.
GENERAL and COSMETIC DENTISTRY

» Cosmetic Bonding » Teeth Whitening

= Crowns & Bridges
s Partials & Dentures

534.7692 or 534.7741

Major credit cards accepted = Delta Dental Provider

New Patients
Welcome

4

411 Holmes Ave » Huntsville (conveniently located in Old Town Historical District)
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AA Major Medical

Insurance Plan:
Doctor Office Copay, Drug Card
and Dental. Medical, Dental, Life
Insurance Available for indi-
vidual. Family, Business, Medi-
care Supplement Available for
Age 65 and Up.

Short Term, effective immedi-
ately.
Ages 15 Days to 65.

256-859-7477

Alabama Only:
1-866-709-4908

“To err is human; to forgive,
highly unlikely.”

Maxine

Now there's another
four-letter word
associated with

moving and storage.

Easy.

PODS is a whole new way
to move and store that's a lot less
stressful and a lot more conve-
nient. With PODS. you can take
your time moving or storing your
belongings. We deliver a POD
right to your door, you pack it at
your own pace and we deliver it
anywhere coast to coast or to our
dry and secure warehouse. It's
that simple.

Consider it moving and stor-
age on your own terms, without
the time-constraints, deadlines or
| cursing.

PODS

Portnble On Oemand Storage

1-888-776-PODS



http://www.PODS.com
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Heard on
the Streets
in 1884

The gifted authoress Miss
Margaret O'Brien has been cho-
sen sponseor for Camp Hardee,
United Confederate Veterans,
and will write a poem for the
ocecasion which will be printed
on satin and sold for the benefit
of disabled Confederate Veterans.

- For sale - four hundred thou-
sand well-burnt brick at $2 per
thousand. Will sell at $2.50 in
lots of fifty thousand. Samples
ean be seen at the Demeocrat
office.

- A Negro elaiming to be 112
years old was seen in the vicin-
ity of the eourthouse recently. He
declares that he fought in the War
of 1812.

- Found - a pocket book
eontaining a sum ofmomey. Owner
ean get it by sending written de-
seription to "Pocket book" care
of this effice.

- Died - at Paint Roek bluff, at
the home of her father, James
West, was Miss Mary West in
the 22nd year of her age. She
had suffered only a week from
typhoid fever. The burial took
place at the Hinds family grave-
yard on Sunday.

- At the Miller Bridge, 3 miles
south of Guntersville, a large

erowd had assembled last Sun-
day te witness a big baptizing, Two
belligerent young men in the out-
skirts of the erowd took the ocea-
sien to fight eut an eld quarrel. It
seems that one of them had a pis-
tol and fired a bullet into the othet,
who in turn get hold of the pistol
and returned the eompliment.

- Boyd Patterson got a flesh
wound in the hip and Frank
Machem was shet in the side, a
glaneing wound. Both were able
to be brought to town the next day
to arrange for trial. Capt. Tom
Patterson made both their bonds
and they went home, sadder and
wiser boys.

- The six-year old daughter of
Mr. W. E. Pettus of Huntsville
was the vietim of a sad accident
last week. The little girl was
brushing the fleor with a little
broom and knocked down a
gun, which was discharged, the
load entering the ankle of the
child and shattering the bones
of the ankle, making amputation
neecessary just below the knee.

Free Attorney Consultation for Bankruptczy

The Law Firm of

MITCHELL HOWIE

Legal Services - Probate - Estate Planning - Wills
533-2400

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greaterthan the quality of legal
services performed by other lawyers.

Sizzling Fajjitas Are Our Specialty

All You Care To Eat" Every Wednesday SPM - 9PM
Special Lunch Buffet Mon - Fri 11AM to 2PM
Lunch Specials Saturday & Sunday
Open 7 Pays A Week

COMPLETE TAKE OUT MENU

BANQUET FACILITIES 2008 MEMORIAL PKWY SW



Man on the
Street
Broadcast

by Malcolm Miller

In the late forties and early
fifties when radio was the main
source of entertainment, there
were many programs of inter-
est both locally and nationally
and local disc jockeys and an-
nouncers became celebrities.
One of the most popular was
Glen Slayton.

He was one of the first to
do remote broadcasts away
from the station where he
worked. I recall when my
brother Paul arrived at the old
airport on Airport Road, after
spending three years in a Chi-
nese POW Camp, Glen Slayton

was there along with, it seems,
most of the citizens of Hunts-
ville. Glen interviewed Paul as
soon as he stepped off the plane.
Later on Glen and Paul became
fishing buddies.

This was also the era of lo-
cal hillbilly bands doing radio
shows and performing at local
schools and gatherings. You
notice I said hillbilly bands be-
cause that was what we were
known as before they started
calling it country music. Going
to these shows at area schools
was where I really got to know
Glen Slayton. It would really
help draw a crowd to have him
MC the show.

I suppose the one thing that
made Glen the most popular
was a remote broadcast on
Washington Street in front of the
Lyric theatre. It was called the
"Man on the Street Broadcast."
Glen would interview passers-by
and the ones that were lucky

\(CI))]
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enough to talk to him on the air
were rewarded with movie tick-
ets and cartons of double co-
las. Needless to say there were
plenty of people willing to be
interviewed on a radio station.

Glen finally left Huntsville,
I believe for a better job in Bir-
mingham and I didn't see or
hear from him for many years.

Then one day he walked in
the barber shop where I was
working, Jerry's and Bills, and
we had a happy reunion, how-
ever I soon found out that some-
thing had happened to Glen, I
believe perhaps it was a stroke,
and he never was quite the same.

A few years later Glen
passed away ending just one
more page of the history of
Huntsville, A page that only lives
in the memories of those of us
who will never forget the "Man
on the Street Broadcast.".

“IS MOM INDEPENDENT...
OR JUST LIVING ALONE?"

Answering this question correctly may be the most important thing
you'll ever do. And, Redstone Village is here to help.

To better manage our wait list, we’ve just completed ten new suites in
our Grandview Assisted Living residence—each one carefully designed to
blend individual comfort and privacy with accessibility and security.

And, at Grandview at Redstone Village, our entire staff is dedicated
to our Assisted Living residents, families and guests. Higher standards?
Absolutely.* Plus our Grandview Garden’s Memory Support Neighborhood
will be completed in the Spring of 2009. We are now taking deposits.

If you have questions, please call the marketing team at 881-6717, drop
by or visit our website at www.redstonevillage.org. It just may be the most

important thing you ever do.

*Grandview Assisted Living Residence is fully licensed by the State of Alabama,

Cafl and ask for our quide: The Ten Signs That Your Parents Need Help.

12000 Turnmeyer Drive = Huntsville
www.redstonevillage.org
256-881-6717 « Toll Free 1-866-881-6717

South on Memorial Pkwy, Left on Veterans Drive
[2/10 of & mile past Hobbs Road] '
() e


http://www.redstonevillage.org
http://www.redstonevillage.org
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Hunting on
Monte Sano

by Austin Miller

One Saturday morning in
February 1967, Daddy, Uncle
Robert and I went squirrel hunt-
ing on Monte Sano Mountain.
When we started out about day-
light it was clear and cold. A
bluish tinted full moon that had
moved west across the sky
through the night was still visible.
There was no wind and a heavy
frost covered the ground and
rooftops. The countryside was so
white that it looked like a light
snow had fallen.

Daddy had an old single bar-
rel 12 gauge shot gun that I got
with my cotton money when I
was in the eighth grade, Uncle
Robert had my grandfather's
single barrel 12 gauge and I had
a brand new 12 gauge
Remington 870 pump.

When we started out it was
cold, but as we started our
climb up the mountain we
warmed up in a hurry. Daddy
was fifty-six years old, weighed
about 250 lbs. and was six feet
two inches tall. He was solid
muscle and there was not an
ounce of fat on him. Uncle Rob-
ert was almost two years older,
weighed about 150 lbs. and was
also six feet two. But he was
stooped shouldered and ap-
peared a lot shorter than Daddy.

That day, there was no evi-
dence that they were in their late
fifties. He and Daddy both went

up the mountain like it was a flat
field. I think Daddy could have
run all the way to the top. Ididn't
have any trouble with the climb
either, but I was thirty years
younger.

They both knew the mountain
like the backs of their hands. In
their growing up years, it was their
playground. As boys this is where
they hunted and cut firewood with
my grandfather. Sometimes they
hunted raccoons at night and had
to find their way through the
trees, sink holes, caves and rocks
with lanterns. They searched the
slopes for ginseng, bee trees,
haws, muscadines and chestnuts.
Rattlesnakes were plentiful on the
mountain and there is no way to
know how many they had found
and killed. That day, they talked
a lot about their past experiences.

One place we went to was a
spring that they drank from as
boys. They said it still looked
liked like it did the first time
they found it.

Just under the summit, we
walked around what they called
the bench road. It was a clear trail

around the mountain. I am not
sure why it was there. Maybe it
was a natural phenomenon or
maybe it was an old logging trail.
By the time we got to the bench
road the sun was high in the sky.
It had warmed up considerably
and it was hard to believe it was
so cold when we first started out.

Most of the vast variety of
trees on the mountain had
grown tall and slender. I didn't
know the names of many of the
trees but Daddy and uncle Rob-
ert did. They pointed out hicko-
ries, oaks, maples, locust,
beech, ash, sweet gum, black
gum and some I can't remem-
ber. Through the thick long
limbs you could see a deep blue
clear sky that seemed to be only
a short distance from the tree-
tops.

As we walked on, we came
across Bill Gossett and his son
Michael. I didn't remember any
of the conversation but I am
sure that Daddy asked him
about his father, Clyde Gossett.
Mr. Gossett and Daddy had been
close friends since they were little

Maurice Gant, BC-HIS
Board Certified Hearing
Instrument Specialist

Center for Hearing, LLC

7531 S. Memorial Parkway Suite C
Phone (256) 489-7700

¢ Free Hearing Tests and Consultations

» Zero down financing with low payments

» Competitive pricing

* Service and repair of all brands and makes of aids

* Hearing aid batteries

¢ Appointments - Monday thru Friday from (8:00 am
until 5:00 pm) and Saturday upon request

Huntsville, Al 35802

00508041

Devier Built FineaHom_es |

904 Bob Wallace, Suite 210
Huntsville, Al. 35801

Luxury Homes - Custom-Built
kathydevier@yahoo.com

Office (256) 533-0545
Fax (256)533-0579

We specialize in the restoration & remodeling of Huntsville’s Historic homes.zWith over
thirty years experience we can take the heartache out of your next remodeling project
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boys and one of their favorite
things to do together was hunt
and explore the mountain.

Scattered on the ground all
over the slopes were fallen tree
trunks. The bark was gone and
the big logs were weathered al-
most white. This made them
stick out and you could see
them clearly in all directions.
Some were several feet in cir-
cumference and 30 or 40 feet
long. Daddy and Uncle Robert
said they were dead Chestnut
trees. When they were boys the
trees were alive and the moun-
tains with covered with them.
This was evident by the number
lying on the ground. The trees
produced a nut that could be
eaten raw or roasted.

Either way they were deli-
cious and very nutritious. Also,
the wood was hard and slow to
decay. It made good lumber, was
excellent for firewood and
thrived throughout the Appala-
chian chain. Around 1900,
blight started in the trees in New
England. It spread to the south
in the 1930's and by 1940 all the
Great American Chestnut's in the

United States were gone. For
years, scientist have tried to re-
grow the trees. Sadly, they have
not yet been successful. The loss
of these great trees may be the big-
gest botanical loss in the history
of our country.

We did not see the first squir-
rel or even a nest. We were gone
several hours and did not fire
the first shot. It was a failed
hunting trip. But it is a day that
still lives in my memory. It was
a pleasure to spend time with
Daddy and Uncle Robert. I en-
joyed their excitement about the

mountain; hearing them remi-
nisce and seeing them find places
they had known in their youth.
Also, I had been back from Viet-
nam less than two months and it
felt good to be home alive. That
day, all was well in my world.

“By the time a man is old
enough to watch his step, he’s
too old to go anywhere.”

Billy Crystal

(256) 852-5402

RENT forthe ELDERLY, DISABLED and/or
HANDICAPPED based on INCOME

(Section 8)

First Seventh-Day Adventist Towers

*Stove *Refrigerator *Carpet *Drapes *Smoke Detectors
*Emergency call system *HVAC *Laundry *Utilities Included

3409 Verona Avenue
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Monday - Friday

'ﬁ[glaiff %ﬁll

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury

* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A Job - Its Our Mission”

220 Merchants Walk
suite B
Huntsville, Al

No representation is made that the quality of lagal services to be performed
Is greater than the quality of legal services parformed by other lawyers.

(256) 534-4502 Office
(256) 534-4503 Fax
(256) 233-3328 (Athens)
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Tips from
Liz

¢+ Stale tobaceo smoke is the
worst lingering smell - to get rid
of it just put a few teaspoonfuls
of ammonia in a large bowl of
water and set it in the room.
The room will smell fresh in the
morniimg,

* Te make riee beautifully
white and keep the grains sepa-
rated when boiled, add a tea-
spoon of lemon juice to every
quart of water in whieh it has
eooked. You will net netiece the
lemon flaver in the rice.

* If you've run out of ideas
on decorating children's birth-
day cakes, try this. Take a few
animal erackers and dip them
in frosting, either several differ-
ent eolors or all the same color.

Stiek them around the edge of
the eake.

* Tired of that dry, itehy win-
ter skin? Use your old leftover
suntan oil in the shower and
smell good at the same timel
Just soap down as usual, rinse,
then pour some of the oil on a
washrag and spread.

* Remember to throw those
wood ashes into the garden or
around trees and shrubs to keep
the soil sweet.

* When trylng to streteh
whipping eream by adding the
white of an egg do not whip to-
gether. Beat the eream and egg
separately and eombine when
ready to serve. The eream will
be of a much better consistemey.

* When you finally find
something that you have been
looking all over the house for,
put it back in the first spot you
thought it might be in. That's
probably where it really belongs.

* A very effective makeup re-
mover 18 Criseo. Ji st massage
it onto your skin and wipe off
with tissue.

[ R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC.

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

General Contractors
Residential & Commercial
Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

"“A Comtractor You Can
Tru

gt

Yes, our trucks come
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governor of the state, don't you think that will dough.
I must close for this time. Sally you & Len write to
me just as soon as you get this.

Dear Daughter

Thanks to Nell Porter for allowing us to
print this letter.

September 20, 1891
Mrs. Sally Sandlin
Daughter,

I seat myself this beautiful Sabbath to
answer your letter that you rote sometime ago.
I was glad to hear from you and to know that
you was well and doing well. Sally I have noth-
ing to write to you that would interest you no
more than we are all well, hoping that this
would find you and Len both well.

What to say? I recon that you think that I
mite rote you soone. 1 could have wrot a let-
ter a long time ago, I just kept thinking I would
write. That is the only reason that I have for
not writing sooner. Well, Sally if you will ex-
cuse me for not writing no sooner, I will try
to write you a letter once a month.

Dear Daughter, if I could see you with your
rosy cheeks, loving smiles, & a kind heart
with them lilly white hands clasp my one,
that would been briter to me than the britest
star that ever shone.

Sally I recon you would like to no some-
thing about how times is hear. They are very
hard times here money for horses & cattle &
hogs cheap, corne & wheat is a veary fair
prise. Every thing else is.

Sally I recon you would like to no what
sort of a crop we have got. We made 60 bush-
els of wheat, a few oats, I have
got about 2 acers of cotton. We
have got a fine corn crop. We
ant tending mutch of our land
in corn. The land that we rented
will make 10 barrels per acer. I
have got a fine sweet potato
patch made rite smart of arch
potatoes. No cabbis no garden
no chickens hardley heap of
ducks.

Sally we had squirrel and
chicken for breakfast this morn-
ing, two big possomes for din-
ner. I dont no what for supper
yet. Sally the children talkes a
heap about sister Sally. There
is another little boy here he
come here the 20th of March 6,
months old today. His name is
John T. Buckhannon after the

ha EState Sales & Appraisals

Check our website for information on upcoming auctions.
Downsizing - Moving - Estate Liquidation -We Sell it Allt

. We sort, price, mark and sell all your items for you.

Alp

1214 Meridian Street (256) 536-3117

I remain your affectionate father over till death.

Henry Rutledge bl o

SRES
Senior Real Estate Specialists

-

Dick Smith John Richard
Broker Associate Broker
457-3929 603-7110

“Addressing the needs of
home buyers and sellers
age 55 plus.”

68 years of Real Estate
Experience

| s |

WParkmy Perimeter

507-A Drake Ave., SE
Huntsville, Al 35801

£
“Team Richard”
www.teamrichardrealtors.com

Experience, Professionalism
and Excellence to each of our
customers

Bob Baker, H.S.C.A,,
Owner

Gary Lee Knight,
Sales Manager

Visit our website for
upcoming sales

~ www.alphaestatesales.con|
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Heard On
the Street

by Cathey Carney

I know many of you remem-
ber retired Sheriff Joe
Patterson, who served several
years ago. Well, he was on the ball
this month because Joe was the
first caller to correctly identify the
Photo of the Month in January.
The adorable boy was Louie
Tippett, owner of United Clean-
ing Service and the Historic Lowry
House. Joe said now that he’s re-
tired he and wife Jane just do
what they want to do, and of
course he has a long list of daily
chores to do. Congratulations!

We were really sorry to hear
that Joe Sloan, Sr. had died re-
cently. Joe was a Southern gentle-
man who loved his family and
friends. He was a member of the
Golden K Kiwanis and a Navy of-
ficer. He leaves son Joe dJr.,
daughter Belinda, in addition to
grand/great grandchildren. He
gave back to others all his life. He
will be missed.

It was fun spending time with
that excellent bartender Britt
Crossly recently. Britt works at
Chop House on Washington
downtown, and in his spare time
he works for Hunt Corp Proper-
ties. His wife Stephanie is a full
time student, and his beautiful
young daughter, Brynn, is just 20
months old. Just ask him - he’ll

show you a picture of Brynn!

Sam Keith is sure proud of
his daughter Leeanna. She lives
in New York with her husband
Brian Plane and son Marshall
and is a published author. But the
most exciting news is she just had
another baby - a beautiful girl
whom they named Anne-Louise
Renee Plane. Another set of
grandparents who can't wait to see
the baby are Buck Watson and
wife Janet - this is the first grand
daughter for the gang and do you
think they’ll spoil her? Nah.

We were so sorry to hear of
the death of John H. Martin, of
Huntsville. He was just 82 and a
Navy vet, as well as a long-time
Golden K Kiwanian. We send our
sympathy to wife Doris and their
family and friends.

Louis Clark, of Athens, Al. is
sure a lucky man - his daughter
Kim Green thinks the world of
him! Her brother, Tim Clark, had
a birthday Feb. 4 and her mother-
in-law, Madeliene Green, had a
Feb. 1 birthday.

e
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Sandra Steele
President
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Dr. Virgil M. Howie was a
name that thousands of people
will remember. He was a Hunts-
ville pediatrician who graduated
from Vanderbilt. He was one of the
first doctors here to accept black
and welfare children into his prac-
tice, who couldn’t pay. Because he
believed all children deserved love
and medical care, he started run-
ning independent research
afterhours from his office regard-
ing children’s diseases. Dr. Howie
died at 81, leaving wife Evelyn
and sons Mitch, David, and
John; daughters Carol, Helen,
Sarah and Tricia. We know the
family is so very proud of him.

Many were saddened to learn
of the death of Boots Ellett, at
only 74. He owned and operated
the legendary Boots Restaurant
on Parkway near Governors drive
for 34 years, starting in 1960. He
had the best steak and hamburg-
ers in town. Boots was a kind,
funny man who worked really
hard. We send our deepest sym-
pathy to wife Joyce, son Boots,
Jr., daughter Lynne and the many
friends and family he leaves.

The first person to correctly
identify the youngster below wins a
1-year complimentary subscription
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502

Hint: This little Huntsville
boy is an avid hunter & fisher-
man who was really into the
music scene starting in the 60’s.
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We met a really interesting guy
lately. Brad Cardwell works for
Merrill Lynch, and moved here in
2004. He and wife Allison (a
dental hygienist for Dr. Douglas
Hammond) are very proud of
son Jack, 4, who just started
playing basketball at the YMCA.
He attends Hampton Cove Chris-
tian Academy, and the family en-
joys attending Willowbrook Bap-
tist Church each week.

I am so proud of my cousin.
His name is Rheinhard Mey, he
is a very well-known and loved
singer/songwriter who performs
and lives in Germany. His aunt is
Annelie Owens, of Huntsville. He
had a birthday recently and cel-
ebrated with family and friends.
His concerts throughout the
years are consistently sold out.
Happy Birthday, Molla!

Our neighbor and friend Dick
Maroon was interviewed in the
Times recently for his work in
providing handmade wooden
toys for children for Christmas.
Since reading about him, many
people have sent donations, sup-
plies and wood to use on this
year’s toys.

Dick is a kind, gentle man
who just wants to see smiles on
the faces of these children who
are sick and in Huntsville Hospi-
tal, or at DHR. We are so proud
of him - he goes to his workshop
every day of the year to make
these toys, at his own expense,
and last year made over 300 toys
to hand out. He's been doing this
now for 24 years. We know wife
Karen is proud of him too!

We were so sorry to hear that
Tim Jose had died, at age 80.
Tim was a WWII vet, retired ex-
ecutive from Chrysler Corp., and
a member of many civic organi-
zations. We send condolences to
wife Rita, and his 3 sons Mitch,
Kevin and Kurt, all of Huntsville,
as well as daughters Christine,
Lisa, Brenda and Tammy.

A rollicking party was held
again this year at Sam Keith's ga-
rage, in 5 Points. Some of the

guests were Buck & Janet
Watson, John & Rebekka
McKinley, Jim Sieja, Jimmy
Tolen, Jim Caneer, Wyatt and
Marilyn Poe, and Tom and Ann
Schulman of Athens. Food was
great, and the ambiance perfect!

We ate breakfast recently at
Edith’s Taste of Home and while
there met Lynn & Philip Moore,
with daughter Haley who just
turned 17 and attends Grissom
High School. Talk about a busy
couple. Philip is a member of
Rocket City Brass, 5 members who
play classic, rock and blues all over
town and elsewhere. He plays the
tuba and teaches private music les-
sons for 25 years now. Philip also
is one of the major organizers of
“Tuba Christmas” along with 43
tuba players, which thousands of
people enjoy each year.

Lynn’s brother Robbie
Robinson just had a birthday Feb.
1. Lynn’s parents are Coach
Robinson and wife Odessa who
live in Atlanta. Their great nephew
Steve Penley is an artist who has
his artwork on exhibition in many
cities. A great family.

I loved catching up with
Meckel Richardson recently at
Carrabba’s for lunch. Meckel
works there and also at Ruth’s
Chris Steakhouse. He is a sweet-
heart and one busy man!

Gladys Waggett, 86, died
peacefully in her sleep recently.

She was dearly loved and cared
for by son Joe Waggett, Jr.. We
send our deepest sympathy to
Joe, his wife Liz and the other
family and friends.

That's it for now - have a great
Valentine’s Day!

Discount Designer
Shoes & Upscale
Consignment Clothing

' Prada

St. John

Miu Miu
Ferragamo
Gucci

Chanel
Valentino

Cole Haan
Stuart Weitzman

Fendi
-« And Many

Five Points - Wellman Ave.

(256) 489-7837

Louie Tippett, Owned & Operated

209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville

UNITED

FIRE & WATER
DAMAGE

RESTORATION

UNITED CLEANING
SERVICE

933-7163

Specializing in: Carpet, Drapery & Upholstery, Oriental

Rugs, Mini-Blinds, Removal of Unwanted Odors
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Savopq Winter y

8 0z. cream cheese

2 T. milk

2 1/2 oz. dried chipped beef,
cut into small pieces

2 T. instant minced onion

2 T. green pepper, chopped
fine

1/2 t. garlic powder

1/2 c. sour cream

1/2 c. pecans, chopped fine

Combine all in a casserole

dish and bake at 350 degrees
for 15 minutes. Remove and
serve hot with your favorite
crackers.

Hol Brown Qice

3 green onions, chopped

1 stick butter, melted

1 c. brown rice, uncooked
1 small can mushrooms

1 can beef consomme

1 soup can water

1/2 t. each oregano, thyme and
garlic powder

Salt and pepper to taste

Preheat oven to 325 degrees.

Spray a 2-quart baking dish with
cooking spray. Add all ingredients
and bake for an hour. Stir after
30 minutes, cover for the balance
of the baking time.

Spicq Pinfo Beans

2 c. dried pintos

4 c. water

1 onion, coarsely chopped

8 oz. salt pork, diced

2 t. Tabasco sauce

Salt and pepper to taste

Wash beans, pick over them

to get the pebbles out. Soak over-
night in water. Drain beans and
put them in a large pot with the
water and salt pork. Bring to boil,
lower heat and simmer uncovered
til tender - about 3-4 hours. Serve
with a big ole wedge of cornbread.

Soup

3 slices bacon, cooked crisp
1 sweet onion, chopped

1 carrot, chopped fine

3 c. potatoes, sliced thin

1t. garlic powder

1/4 t. cayenne pepper

Salt and pepper to taste

1 c. water

1 c¢. Cheddar cheese,
shredded

3 c. milk

1/2 c. cream

After you have cooked the
bacon, crumble it and set it aside,
saute the onion and carrots in the
drippings.

Add water and potatoes to a
saucepan and simmer til the po-
tatoes are tender. Add all spices
and milk, heat to boiling point.
Add cream.

When serving, sprinkle with
the crumbled bacon & cheese.
This is just the best on a cold

night.

EVERY
MONDAY
IS FAMILY
NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner.
Featuring a full menu and the best
country breakfast in town!

Gibkson’s

Every Monday night Kids Eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our
new kid’s menu with each paid adult entree.
Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast
8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS




Hof Macaroni & Cheese

1 c. uncooked macaroni

3 eggs, slightly beaten

3 c. milk

1 1/2 1bs. Cheddar cheese

Cook macaroni in salted wa-

ter for 8 minutes, no more. Drain.
Mix eggs and milk, pour the maca-
roni into the egg mixture. Spray a
9 x 13" baking dish with cooking
spray and layer into the dish, in
this order: macaroni, cheese,
macaroni, cheese. Sprinkle top
with black pepper. Bake at 400
degrees for about 35 minutes.

Lizzie’s Friecl Chicl@n

. 1/2 c. plain flour

2 t. seasoned salt

2 t. pepper

1 t. paprika

1 t. garlic powder

1/2 t. cayenne pepper

3 lbs. chicken breasts, with
bone and skin

In a large bag, combine flour,

salt, pepper, paprika, cayenne and
garlic powder. Clean chicken
breasts thoroughly and pat dry.
Add them one at a time to the bag
and thoroughly coat with dry in-
gredients.

In a deep, heavy skillet, pour
enough oil to measure 1/2” up the
sides. Heat til thermometer

reaches 350 degrees. Add chicken
pieces carefully in a single layer,
cook for 10 minutes, turning once
or twice so chicken browns evenly.
Remove pieces to arack and cover
loosely with foil .

Grandma’s Bread
Duc“inq

1 loaf dried bread, in pieces

1 t. vanilla extract

3/4 c. sugar

2 eggs

1 ¢. warm milk

Mix all in a large bowl, pour

into a baking pan. Bake for 35
minutes at 350 degrees. Serve hot
- this is great on these cold winter
nights and is known to make you
sleep like a baby.

Besi Cocon ut Die

1/2 c. self-rising flour
. 11/2 c. sugar
4 eggs, beaten
1 t. vanilla extract
1/2 stick butter, melted
7 oz. flake coconut
2 c. milk
Blend together the sugar and
flour, stir in the eggs and remain-
ing ingredients. Pour into 2
greased 9-inch pie plates, bake at
350 degrees for 30 minutes.

e e ]
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Workshops starting in
February 2009 for all Ages

THE

PAMA

AGENCY | >30-5200

Professional Academy of
Modeling & Acting

Website: pamaagency.com
708 Andrew Jackson Way - Huntsville, Al 35801

' %
Restaurant With
The Trains!

975-E Airport Road

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Sat. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm
Closed Sundays



pamaagency.com
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The Indian War

by Rebert Paine

Robert Paine was a young boy in 1814 when
the Indian wars began. He starts his story with his
uncle who had been drafted into the army.

In a few days my unele was equipped, and was
off for the war. I was sent with him te save him frem
fatigue, and to bring back his faverite beautiful horse.
We arrived at the place of rendezvous, Fayetteville, at
the prescribed time, and joining a large number of
soldiers just coming in from various sections of
Middle Tennessee, and with musie, floating banners,
and general greetings and huzzas, went inte eamp.
The place of encampment was a magnificent natural
forest, a mile or two from the little village of
Fayettevilie.

That was a night to impress a boy. The number
of men, wagons, horses, the hundreds of campfires
scattered through the dark forest, songs, laughter,
and then the organization of the respective ecompa-
nies, the cooking and eating of breakfast, followed
by packing up. When my unele was too sick to proceed,

my friend left me to wait and get my unele home as best

I eould. ¥
The long contest between the Indians and the It S European!

whites had been settled for a time by Jackson's Ten- 964 Airport Road ¢ 880-9920

nesseans in favor of the latter race. The vic-

torious soldiers left the Indian territory.

The long line of vehicles accompanying LOOk younger

them had erossed the Tennessee River, leav-
ing behind the wagons bearing the wounded h d ten-"
and sick. The commissary was about ex- t an your au -

hausted. I saw hundreds of barrels of flour

and other army stores lying on the banks

2733 Ranch

NO RES 14 days using RES

NutriMinC REY

Skin Care System Used Dally
The Results are Obvious...
Younger, Firmer Looking Skini

Beef halves $2.59/lb. - average 240 lbs.

(256) 708-2733 BO
www.2733ranch.com L
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of the Tennessee River, unfit for food, while the sol-
diers were suffering for subsistence. Indeed, the
unsound condition of some of the food issued to
the army had been a prime cause of disease and
death. And when the wagons containing the better
part of the stores passed, with the main body of
soldiers, out of the Indian Nation, the sick and
worn-down whose homes were in the southwest-
ern part of Tennessee found themselves huddled
together on the bank of the river, almost entirely
destitute of food and tents, unable to endure the
long and circuitous trip by land, and without the
means of going down the river.

Among others thus unfortunately detained, was
the command to which my uncle belonged. To add
to my trouble, he relapsed, and his death seemed
inevitable. I succeeded, however, in getting him into
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ROCGKET CITY

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

MAIN OFFICE
2401 Triana Boulevard
Huntsville, Alabama 35805

BRANCH OFFICE
200 West Side Square, Suite 48
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday
8:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m.

an old Indian home, and nursed him with a tender S_Ox‘i:‘fjdgm
and loving care. He repaid it by his gentleness and gl
hopefulness.

No preparation seemed to have been made www.rocketcityfcu.org

for this contingency. How or when this crowd
would be removed, or be cared for while staying
there, no one could tell. They lined the riverbank
and roamed the swamp for game. That was a
restless and strange crowd; sol-

Emeh mtobet sccoust inawed W $100,000

@ “NCUA

st S Cuk | atas b

diers, Indians, and Negroes were
huddled together.

As for me, when I could be
spared from the hard bunk of
my sick uncle, I was trying to
get medicine or food for the suf-
ferer. I tried to kill birds and
squirrels, and hired Indian boys
to assist me in it, and was sur-
prised that with bow and arrow
they could beat my gun. Game
soon disappeared from the
camping place, and we could not
get enough food for the sick.
Time passed away slowly and

We buy and sell rare coins and collectibles

sadly.

Atlast an old, very large hulk
of a flatboat, which had brought
down corn and meat for the
army the year previously, was
found not far from the camp,
and it was determined to repair

it and use it as an ark of safety. /’/é'”& Mf” 48008v8vgt;9b12'17)”ve
“Ambition is a poor excuse o /0& il 533-7599
for not having enough g/&/é’/{ / 800 HHoimes Ave. Five Foints
sense to be lazy.” Dine-in or Carry-out! 464-7811
Steven Wright Yes! We Cater!!! On Hwy. B R
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At once the wildest enthusiasm
seized the whole erowd. By early
dawn next morning a rushing
throng was moving to the “ark.”
They swung my uncle in a blan-
ket and bore him along; my
horse and gig and myselff were
put into the boat. At ene end of
the long eraft they improvised a
bed and protected it from rain
and sun, and allotted that as the
place for their Major and his
nephew. Then with a thundering
shout of 'Farewell to war,' re-
sponded te by the wild whoop
of their Indian allies on the
shore, they cut loose and slowly
drifted away on the bosom of
the beautiful Tennessee.

War was over, and we were
going home. It was our wish to
stop at a place called Ditto's
Landing, where the river passes
within ten miles of Huntsville,
and where the volunteers from
Neorth Alabama and Middle Ten-
nessee would debark for their
homes. The fear was that in the
darkness of the night on the
wide and rapid stream we might
pass beyond, and then we knew
not where we could land.

“Here it is." The sleepers
awoke instantly, and seon we
drifted so near the shore that
some leaped on it in time to
prevent the boat from passing

“Love is when you tell a
boy you like his shirt, then
he wears it every day
te school.”

Nikki Jones, age 8

C. T. Garvin Seed & Feed, LLC
Lawn & Garden Supplies

The ark had served its pur-
pose. Its freight was discharged
at the right place and thence di-
verging to various points, and
the barge was left to its fate.

I was deeply affected to wit-
ness the separation. I, whe had
witnessed their meeting in
Fayetteville the year before, where * Huntsvllle's Newest & Most
I had gone to bring back my Modern Facility
uncle's horse, and had been so | |
delighted with the pomp and eir-
cumstance of war as to beg to |
be a 'soldier boy,' had new wit- l
nessed the eentrast in this ill- '
starred company of suffering, . |
sick, and wounded remnants of |
various regiments who were leav- |
ing behind them hundreds and | |
thoeusands whe will sleep until
the trumpet of God shall awake
them. Nor did they, in their l l

haste, forget my dear unele.
They lifted him out, and walited
until he was snugly seated in the
carriage, and as they respect- { 2305 Ftey Tt
fully bade their beloved Major
farewell, hoping they should | 536-9197
soon meet in Fayetteville, where === —
they were to be formally mus-

Brookshire Health Care
Skilled Nursing Facility

4320 Judith Lane
Huntsville AL 35805

(256) 837-1730
Fax (256) 430-3287

Committed to Compassion
Striving for Excellence
Serving Responsibly

Our Team Inclmdkes:

Physicians, Nurses, Physical Therapist,
Occupational Therapist, Social Worker, Speech Therapist,
Actlvities Director and Registered Dietician.

Shert term rehabilitation, long term care, & complex medical care:
Whether the need is for short term rehabilitation,
or whether you would like to make Brookshire Health Care Center
a home for you or your loved one,
we look forward éolhéaring-frostheaning from you.




tered out of service and receive their back-
pay.

The route to Huntsville was through a
fertile, level, and finely cultivated country,
most strikingly in contrast with the wild
unbroken forests, the bayous, and treach-
erous marshes of the Indian territories
through which we had lately passed. The
Bell Tavern was the terminus of that day's
travel.

A nice, well kept hotel, with attentive
servants, clean beds, and good food well-
prepared, and free from the intrusion of
gamblers and drunkards, is a benediction
to a weary traveler, especially if he be sick
and suffering. Such seemed that place to
us. But even here my uncle found himself
too ill to proceed, and we were detained.
However, we had skillful physicians and
drugstores, and he again rallied for a last
effort to reach home.

At nightfall, on the second day's jour-
ney from Huntsville, we reached home, and
my precious charge was delivered over to
my father and mother. Words cannot ex-
press their gratification, but when with
tenderest hands they bore his emaciated
body into the house and found it needful
to put him to bed at once, my mother's
heart was deeply troubled. She could
scarcely recognize him as indeed her
brother; but the best medical skill, com-
bined with constant attention and a reso-

R.D. & Associates

Appraisals . Auctions . Consulting
Personal Property Disposal
Fine Art Appraisals
Personal Property Appraisals

Office Cell
{256)922-0110 {256)527-6567

Desmolilion, |ne.
7702 Holland Dr. Huntsville, AL 35802

(256) 883-9708 Office
(256} 426-T256 Cell
(256) 882-0510 Fax

John T. Henegar
President
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Serving Fun Food and
Great Spirits for the Best
Customers in the World!

Visit our website at
www.leeanns.biz

Behind the Red Caboose on Church Street
Phone 489-9300

15 TVs - 4 H.D. Wide
Private Conference Room
Food served inside and on the patio
Available for holiday parties

Huge Menu of Delicious Foods prepared by
our own chef, including over 70 items &
Daily Specials:
Fried Potato Cakes
Calamari
Pork Chop Nuggets
Fried Mushrooms

Steak Philly

Catfish Fillet
Chicken Cordon Bleu
Monte Sano Chicken

Fajitas Jalapeno Poppers
Cheese Sticks Chicken Fries

Fried Zucchini Corn Nuggets
Quesadias Fried Squash

Chicken Philly Sauteed Shrimp
Classic Club Fried Green Tomatoes
Filet Mignon Fried Okra

Bourbon Glazed Salmon
Popcorn Shrimp Loaded Potato Skins
Fried Oysters Fried Pickles

. WeFry All Of Our Food“In Canola Oil =
Live music on the "Depot Patio

Shrimp Jammers

Featuring Rudy Mockabee every
Tuesday .night
Live music on the patio

Tuesday - Saturday
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lute purpose to be present, if : g
PR R EVICW IRl Want to know what your house is worth?
his final report as an officer and

receive his discharge, so sus- Who knows the area better than a

tained him that he began to con- % . :

it 2 ; life long resident of Huntsville?
Unfortunately at this critical Call for a comparative market

period a quack doctor per- . 3 .

et s B L Dadier analysis consultation today or email

edy which would promptly re- janemc@kw.com

lieve him and enable him to go ! )

to the disbandment. Weak and KELLER

exhausted in body and mind, he ]ane MCElroy WILLIAMS

too readily believed what he ar- REALTOR® FelEr g e -

dently hoped for, and, became (256) 348-9354 2% 560 S 100000

the victim of the confidence- — m—m———

quack.

A quick relapse and
breaking down of his vi-
tal forces followed, and
amidst the bitter tears
and heart-rending grief of
the family, he calmly and
resignedly closed his life.

We buried him near a
Baptist church, which
stood on an eminence
that overlooks the pretty
valley of Cross Water. It
was the burying ground of
the neighborhood.

In after years I went X Ea b bo Live?
in search of his grave, but Dlne bo Indulge?

was surprised and mor-
tified to find no trace of . L .
church or cemetery. The = e : '
dead were forgotten, and
their memorials had
perished.

The very men who had
turned pale at the rumor
of an Indian raid, and had
fled with their wives and
children to less danger-
ous neighborhoods,
heartlessly drove the

plow over the sacred spot ‘ FOR MORE INFORMATION: -
where rests the dust of i 256'704'5555

the brave volunteers who _ :
promptly stepped be- www.washingtonsquaregroup.net
tween the fugitives and ) o : .

the uplifted tomahawk,
and paid the penalty of
their patriotism with
their precious lives.

» CHOPHOUSE- HUMPHREY'S - SAZIO mx_

N ——
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Timeless Home Remedies that Work

* When you feel fatigued, just press your knees hard together for a
minute, this increases your blood flow.

* If you are prone to gallstones, drink olive oil! Drink it warm, every 8
hours, while lying on the floor. It helps to open the bile ducts.

* For a cough, roast a big ole lemon. When it splits open, take a
teaspoon of the lemon juice with a half teaspoon raw honey every half
hour til there’s no more juice in the lemon.

* For a headache, try Li Shou. This is the Chinese activity of wildly
flailing your arms around vigorously to make more blood flow to your
arms and less to your head.

* To keep your feet warm during this cold weather, sprinkle a little
cayenne pepper in your socks before putting them on.

* To kick the cigarette habit, eat a little piece of raw ginger when you
feel like smoking. It’s strong and burns, and works.

* Another smoking tip - each day, wait an hour longer before having
that first smoke - just keep putting it off til you don’t want one any more.

Magellan Mortgage

VA Rate Reductions are now available for existing VA loans!

No Appraisal, No Underwriting, No Income Verification
Required! Call today to reduce your existing VA Mortgage
interest rate and payments! *restrictions may apply

Today's Home Equity loans are fast and easy! No
appraisal required in most cases! No equity required
on loans up to 25K. Prime rate! Call for yours today!

Purchase, refinancing, debt consolidation, VA or
conventional loans, WE'LL SAVE YOU MONEY.

(256) 288-0288 78]

1803University Drive ggg
[ ]

Huntsville, Al. 35801
MEMBER
www.magellanmortgage.com

Fast, friendly service, since 1990.

Loose
Fitting |
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' Dentures?

&ET EXOTED!

NO MORE |
| DENTURE ADHESIVES |

We can stabilize in many cases your
loose fitting Lower denture using mini
implants. Sometimes this Procedure
can be accomplished in minimum |
amount of time, like one office visit. |

$750 per implant
Free Relinement of old denture
Interest free financing

P I

256.533.0434
Dr. Eugene H. Scott, Jr.
401 Lowell Dr,, SE, Ste.17
Huntsville, AL
www.dreugenehscottjr.com

No representation is made about the quality of dental services to be
E performed or the expertise of the dentist performing such services.

Why do banks leave both
doors open, then chain the
pens to the counters?

Open Daily
“"Where Bowling is Family Fun

Don't forget to mention this ad to get
your Senior Discount (55+)

Voted #1 ]
Bowling Center In Huntsville

¥ Youth & Seniors Programs

256-539-2785

2404 LEEMAN FERRY ROAD SW

A Smoke-Free Facility!
% Snack Bar
% Cosmic Birthday Parties
¥ Group Rates 3 Pro Shop
# Bowling Instruction Available
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Times Have Changed

Huntsville Fire Department in the Early 1900s

MILLER S MILLE

Helping to build Huntsville
for over 50 Years

General Contractors



A Soldier’s
Letter Home

Huntsville, Alabama

6 Aug. 1864

Dear Brother-in-law

May these bare lines meet
with you in good heaith. I am
so far right hale and heaity. I
want to let you know in shert
hew it looks here and what hap-
pens. We have so far been fortu-
nate, having still lest no man
through the enemy, although the
bushwhackers are fairly thick in
the viciity.

Our regiment HQs is near
the eity on a hill where there is
a fortress with 8 eannons which
ean be used over the eity and all
around the whele reglon. The city
is very beautiful but has gained
much damage through the war
alreadly. We have no danger, only
ifwe sheuld be attacked at night,
and if that happens the whole
eity will exploede into the air and
burn up, what the eitizens know
well enough and therefore are
always afraid it should happen.

One sees few whites almost
not as many as blacks which are

If you want your spouse
to listen to every word
you say, try talking in
your sleep.

Wi

Send us your storles to be
published in Old Huntsville.

Stories rmust be about
Huntsville and have factual basis.
Please do not send original
manuscripts. Send your stories to:

Old Humtsville - 716 East
Clinton, Huntsville, Al. 35801

very friendly giving up the hat to
the soldiers. We perpetually have
50 to 80 blacks that must hew
timber for new fortresses, or do
other work. These were slaves in
the eountry about here and must
work whether they want or not,
there is always a guard by them. I
have good heurs since I am the
ecompany's bugier, I need to
do no wateh, and no rifle to
ecarry. Only to practice an
hoeur each morning. How-
ever, the boys have it fairly
hard, every other day on |
pleket, and each day a unit |
goes out to seout after bush-

whaeckers. ’

The old man who lives
in the flat, his senn who is in
our compaiyy, you know
him also, he is a handsome |
big boy, will probably die,
sinee he has an extreme fe- |
ver. Yesterday he was admit-
ted into the hospital, and last
night he jumped from the
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window 3 stories high sinee he is
sometimes out of his head. I vis-
ited him this morning, he said he
had net hurt himself, that ean’t be.

I remain your dear brother-in-
law and brothei.

John Drexel, Company CO
13th Ind. Cawvol 5

ASIAN
PERSUASION

Handmade Rugs
For All Budgets
FREE PAD with

purchase (Mention this ad)

14,228.885.0708

0 Wihitesburg Dr., Suite 2
next to Fresh Market

New Shipment of Perstan Rugs
JUST ARRIVED?

(256) 533-5031
Fax (256) 533-5061

Click Here & Save

“WE - MO - FOR - YOU’ - Lawn Mowing Service

Contact Us Now for 2009. Email work4youad@aol.com
Ififiene Ruth e Lewis tsday!
/7 256-536-8123

ﬂ) You will like our Quality Service and Prices!
Yj1l desire to buy smali lawn mower services.

Reimx - Let us do the work!

AC S‘pm Service

Jab Properties, LLC Installation

Emall: ac.systems@yahoo.com
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My Little
Buzzard

by Susie Parton Bryant

This story comes from my memory
of childhood, and my child-like under-
standing of where my baby brother really
came from.

Imagine for a moment the physical
attributes of the common vulture, or as
we know it in the south, the buzzard. The
buzzard is a very large carnivore. The buz-
zard is covered with thick, sleek, long, black
feathers. This allows them to float high
above the trees where they can scope out
the foul, rotting carcasses of some poor
helpless soul of an animal. How does this
illustration of the common buzzard com-
pare to the soft tenderness of a baby?

The country around New Market was a
quiet and simple place to grow up. The
grass always seemed greener, the sky
bluer, the sun warmer, and the birds seemed
to sing louder. The bird that sticks out
the most in my mind is not that of a
song bird, but rather the makings of my
baby brother.

One day when I was a little girl, 1
asked my father, "Where did my baby
brother come from?" My father gathered
me into his lap and the story began. "I found

BUYING OLD
FISHING LURES

| want to buy older and
newer fishing lures and

fishing related items

Call Steve in Decatur
Home - 256-432-2688
Cell - 256-318-3867 &

him at the buzzard tree," he said.

I knew exactly where he was talking about. This tree
could be seen in a distant field adjacent to our house.
This tree stood out from all the rest. It seemed to be as
tall as a skyscraper. It was old and gray, it never had any
leaves, even in the spring and summer. The base of the
tree was thick and as it got taller it began to become very
narrow and it had only 2 prominent branches that pro-
truded from the very top, they were almost like nubs
from where the longer branch had broken off. It had no
life at all, except for the family of buzzards that were
perched at the top.

As the story continued, the sun began to set on this par-
ticular pleasant fall day, my father and mother were taking
a walk down the gravel path that went right past the buz-
zard tree, when my father heard a faint cry. He began to
investigate and right there on the ground lay a little baby
buzzard. The little buzzard was so tiny and frail. The fall
must have been very traumatizing for the little baby. He lay
there on the ground gasping for breath and with every little
breath he made only a small crying sound.

My father picked him up and gently wrapped him in
his coat. He carried him home and put him in a little
box that was lined with soft warm flannel. Then he placed
a small lamp above the box for added warmth.

The little baby buzzard was so happy in his new home.
He soon began to eat more and began to grow strong.
One day as my father was giving the little buzzard a bath
he noticed that his skin was very smooth underneath his

7900 BAILEY COVE ROAD

883-3252
Across from Grissom High School
Monday 11:00 - 3:00
Tuesday - Saturday 11:00 - 8:00
Sunday - 11:00 - 4:00

Daily Blue Plate Lunches for $6.99 - Mon. - Sat 11 - 2




feathers. My father began to gently pull out the little
feathers and discovered that little baby buzzard had
soft baby skin. Little baby buzzard would hep every-
where he went, never did he even try to used his wings,
so my father elipped off the little wings and little baby
arms grew in their place. My father thought that ifhe
grew arms in the place efwings, then maybe he would
grow feet in place oflittle bird feet and to everyone's
surprise he did. The baby buzzard began to look just
like a little boy. Well, he still looked kinda funny be-
eause my father eould net actually elip his head off,
but he did trim his tiny beak and little lips grew in
their place. My little baby buzzard still looked funny
because he still had beady bird eyes. They were as
blaek as eoal.

While playing with my little buzzard everyday in
the bright sunshine his hair began to change colors,
it was now a golden brown. Now it was time to learn
to talk. I woeuld talk to my little baby buzzard brother,
my father said neot to eall him a buzzard anymore
because it might hurt his feeling, so now he is my
little baby brother. As I talked to him and read him
stories he began to learn words and sentences. Be-
fore long he started talking as much as me. Now he
eould go to school. We took him everywhere and no-
body ever knew his special story.

My brother and I are now grown and the story
from our childhood brings many hours of laugh-
ter and joy te our lives. My little baby buzzard,
oops, I mean my little baby brother was very happy
that eur father walked down that path that day. So
that's how I got a little baby brother!

We still like to drive by and see where the buz-
zard tree used to stand. Of course as change goes,
it is no longer there but in my mind the huge, gray
tree still stands there as tall as a skyscraper. The
merories will last forever.

My father was Herman Frank Parton, he was
born on April 19, 1940. He lived in the New Mar-
ket area until 1978 when he moved to Denver,
Ceolorado. He passed away on September 16, 1980.
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Lynching in Huntsville

The lynching of the white man, Mike White,
and two negroes, Ben Evans and Eph Hall, at
Huntsville, Alabama, Wednesday for the mur-
der of Schoenberger, the butcher, was wit-
nessed by 3,000 people. White protested his
inneeenece to the last. White’s life was insured
for ten thousand dollars. The insurance com-
pany is not expected to pay.

From 1878 newspaper

Serving hearty German fare
in Huntsville Since 1972.

Star Market

and Pharmacy
Serving fresh Tamy's Pizzal

Your Friendly Neighborhood

Pharmacy & Grocery Store
Located In Historic Five Points
702 Pratt Ave. 534-4509
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Huntsville
in 1887

firom 1887 Huntsville newspaper

As showing that the spirit of
progress and new life are
abroad in Huntsville, it will not
be amiss to note the changes and
buildings in the ecourse of eon-
struetion.

Work on the street railway
is going forward and will be
pushed te an early eempletion.
Fully a half mile of track has
been lald, and this week will
likely see a mile eoempleted. As
stated elsewhere, this street rail-
way will be extended to the new
mammoth hotel eon Mente Sano.

The work of remodeling, re-
pairing and furnishing anew the
Huntsville Hotel begins in a few
days - just as seon as the ar-
chitect eompletes the designs, at
which he is now engaged.

While the eity is well and

amply lighted with gas, a eom-
pany has just been organized
with large eapital and have ap-
plied to the eity for right of way
for the erection of posts in the
eity for Electrie lights. A new
bank is also being discussed,
and its establishment is among
the early probabilities. This en-
terprise is but an evidence of
faith gentlemen of capital and
fine business judgement have
placed in Humttswillle’s future
which grows brighter each day. '
Impeortant imprevements
will alse be made at onece to the I
already handsome hotel of Mr.
Henry MeGee, adding new de-
signs to its artistle appearance.
A number of new store and Firee Estimnates
residence bulildings are in process Licensed & Insured
of erection, and contracts let for References
others to be ecompleted this year.
On the vacant let between the | We Specialize in Historic Homes

Humtsville Hotel d O
Homiswille Hotel and Opera | john M, Bzdell 326-8053

O’Shaughnessey will I
ereet a bleek ef three

: 1 ‘
ness howses, and Wil | C‘h@&’g T@bl@ |

Cunningfam's o Taps D

707 Andrew Jackson Way
Huntsvllle, Al 35801

Men and Women’s Shirts and
Sweaters - Brand New - $5 each!
You Must See Thesel! l

Lee Roy and Beity Jo Cunningham
(256) 536-3071
Mon -Fri10-5 Sat-10 - 4

Life Insurance-Annulties

Long Term Care Insurance

Up to $200,000 Life Insurance |
without Medical Exam. Ages 18-70

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU 2030 Ceeil Ashburn Drive 880-7333

Humisville

2311 - C Market Place Phone M oo
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 (256) 519-6955




have solid glass fronts and constructed
according to the latest and most ap-
proved designs in Architecture.

They will be an ornament to any city
in the land, and a fitting place for them
will be in this city of rare charm and un-
equaled beauty.

Mr. J. R. Stegall has just completed
one of the largest, handsomest and
most splendidly arranged Livery
Stables in the South.

The growth of Huntsville is solid,
based on a sure and certain growth that
will be permanent, and is not the flashy
outgrowth of a “boom” on paper and
speculation. Its future is not only as-
sured but no city of the South has
brighter prospects and more encour-
aging evidences of realizing its every
promise and hope than Huntsville. To
see it and know it is all that is neces-
sary to be convinced that what we have
stated is true.

Land that sold thirty days since
within two miles of our city for thirty
and forty dollars per acre, today
readily commands sixty dollars per
acre, and in sixty days more will be
sold for one hundred dollars per acre.

This is not unnatural, for real es-
tate eligibly located
within three and a half
miles of as beautiful a
city as Huntsville is,
with a population of at
least six thousand in-
habitants, intrinsically
and really worth two
hundred and fifty dol-
lars per acre. We have
our streets as well

macadamized and as MARY ELLENC{/[’ETERS
well lighted with gas as JOm /Jﬂﬂl/
any city of its size North d
or South. 2§6.797.0203

Huntsville now has a
cotton factory of ten
thousand spindles, and
the yarns made are
equal to any in quality

AT T

For All Your Real Estate Needs

Over 25 Years Experience in
Huntsville & Madison County

www.MaryEllenPeters.com
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their goods. This factory has never been able to meet the
demand, and will continue to increase its capacity until
able to do so.

It is only a question of a short time when there will be
factories here for making domestics and calicoes of all
grades.

The Huntsville cotton seed oil mill, of which Major M.
J. O'Shaughnessey is President, is one of the largest and
most superior, in all of its details, in the country with the
most improved and latest machinery of all kinds.

The saw and planing mill of Mayhew & Myers, though
of recent birth, has proved very successful and meets to a
great extent, the large and increasing public demand for
this character of goods. Logs are brought here by rail and
sawed up and dressed, and made into doors, window sash,
weather boarding and shingles.

7 Application Program
Fertlization

Weed Contrat

Insect & Disease Control
Fire Ant Control

Tree & Ormamcntal Care
PO. Box 4994 Huntsville, AL 35815  Grub Gontrol

“Because You Deserve Jt” crowin rrosmms

Athletic Programs

% aboui our 52 weelk
ire ant guarantee

Y X

Professional Turf Care Company

256-704-5687

www.PerfectTurf.net

President, Jecry O. Smith
State Certified Applicator

! 5 rrm]

&
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The Legend of
John Gunter

Most accounts claim John Gunter was
born in Scotland and emigrated to America
at an early age. During the Revolutionary War
he sided with the British and afterwards was
forced to flee because of his Loyalist senti-
ments.

Instead of heading north to Canada, as
most Loyalists did, Gunter traveled south into
what was known at the time as the “Great
Indian Nations.” Much evidence suggests that
he was a salt trader, possibly buying the salt
in Knoxville and traveling the length of the
Tennessee River trading with the Indians.
Around 1785 Gunter’s travels brought him
into North Alabama, to a small Indian vil-
lage named Creek Path, the site of present-
day Guntersville.

The chief of the small settlement was
Bushyhead, a Cherokee of the Paint Clan.
Bushyhead and his group of followers had
backed the British in the Revolutionary War
and they too had been forced to flee south-
ward at the end of the hostilities. The Chero-
kee depended on trade with the whites for
essentials such as salt and gunpowder, so
John Gunter was probably tolerated, if not
exactly welcomed when he first appeared at
their village. Legend has it that Gunter was
already fluent in the Cherokee language.

Chief Bushyhead, who at first probably
considered Gunter a necessary evil, soon
warmed to the quiet and unassuming young
man. The chief would spend days patiently
relating Indian lore and teaching Gunter the
ways of the Cherokees.

If the chief seemed to place great emphasis on
land, he had good cause. As the white settlers moved
into North Carolina, Virginia and Tennessee, the
Cherokees had been pushed farther south until now
they resided at the very southern fringes of what had
once been vast tribal lands.

Finally the day came when John Gunter was no
longer considered a visitor. For all practical pur-
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poses he had become a Chero-
kee. He wore his hair long like
the Indians, spoke their lan-
guage and had adapted to their
customs. The Indians had be-
gun to trust the young man and
literally considered him to be
one of their own.

The chief, while realizing his
tribe was dependent on the
whites for trade, nevertheless
wanted to keep contact to a mini-
mum. The perfect solution
seemed to be to make Gunter
their agent in dealing with the
whites. After much consultation
with the council, the chief signed
a treaty with Gunter which said,
“As long as the grass grows
green and the waters flow, the
Indians can have salt.”

To seal the treaty, Bushyhead
gave his 15 year-old daughter
(though some sources say she
was 13), Ghe-go-he-li, to the 35
year old Gunter as a wife. Later,
Gunter anglicized his wife’s
name to Catharine, or Katy.

The next twenty years were
an idyllic time for the Gunters.
They built a large two-story
house near Big Spring Creek
where they raised seven chil-

HUNTSVILLE'S
TRAIN STORE

A Model Rallroaders Paradise

dren. A nearby warehouse con-
tained the hides and ginseng he
received in trade with the Indi-
ans. The only contact with
whites were periodic trips to
Tennessee to trade, or an occa-
sional flatboat that might drift
down the Tennessee River.

Within a few years Creek
Path, or Gunter's Landing as it
was known to the whites, be-
came an important trading post.
Indians from throughout North
Alabama would travel to the
settlement to trade for salt or
gunpowder, while the whites oc-
casionally traveling through the
Indian Nation would find it a
convenient place to stop and
obtain supplies.

Gunter became recognized as
a leader in the tribe, often being
called upon to settle disputes
with neighboring tribes. When
Chief Bushyhead died, Gunter
became the leader of the Creek
Path settlement.

However content he may have
been, Gunter probably realized
it was a false illusion that could
not continue forever. He had
traveled throughout the “white”
world and knew it was simply a
matter of time before the whites
began moving into the valley.

His prophecy proved true in
the early 1800s when he received
word of a white man, John
Ditto, settling at Ditto’s landing.
A few years later he heard of a
settlement at Hunt's Spring, fol-
lowed soon by whites taking up
land at nearby Muscle Shoals.

When some of the young war-
riors wanted to take up arms

Get your supplies today!

(236) 533-6734

against the settlers, Gunter
preached caution, saying there
were too many of them and any
conflict would end in disaster
for the Cherokees. Instead, he
urged a peaceful coexistence.
“The federal government,” he
said, “has promised that we can
keep our lands.”
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In preparation for the inevi-
table, Gunter had raised his chil-
dren in both worlds. They were
fluent in both the English and
Cherokee languages and easily fit
into either society. As one contem-
porary said, “They looked white
but did their thinking in Indian.”

Gunter and his family pros-
pered. Like many other Chero-
kee families, they were slave
holders and had vast amounts
of acreage under cultivation. By
1810, Gunter was known as
one of the wealthiest men in the
Tennessee Valley. Much of his
success was in being able to be
both Indian and white without
taking sides.

Regardless of Gunter’s re-
luctance to take sides, he was
forced to do so in 1813 when the
Creeks waged war on the whites
who had settled on their lands.
General Andrew Jackson and
Davy Crockett had camped
nearby and while waiting for
their supplies to catch up,
raised a regiment of Cherokees
to help fight the Creeks.

Though the Creeks were tra-
ditional enemies of the Chero-
kees, there was still a reluc-
tance to fight on the side of the
white man. Gunter, realizing
that Jackson could be a power-
ful ally for the Cherokees, urged
his tribesmen to join the cam-
paign. Over 200 Cherokees fi-
nally enlisted with Gunter’s
son, Edward, serving as Major.

If Gunter thought that having
an ally such as Andrew Jackson
would solve the Cherokees’ prob-
lems, he was mistaken. Under in-
creasing pressure from white set-
tlers the Cherokees, in 1819,
were forced to cede their lands
north of the Tennessee River. Ed-
ward and John Jr., two of
Gunter’s sons, were instrumental
in the treaty, which caused an up-
roar throughout the Indian Nation.

The Cherokee Nation at this
time consisted of two factions.
One faction, led in part by the
Gunters, believed that peaceful
coexistence was the Cherokees’
only hope, while the other side
was adamant against giving up
any land.

The Indians’ concept of land
ownership was something the
whites could not understand.
Where a white man could pur-
chase and sell land at will, the
Cherokees believed the land be-
longed to the tribe and could not
be sold. While an Indian might
farm or live on some land, it
never actually belonged to him,
but to his people. Unfortunately,
if an Indian sold the land to a
white man, the white man’s law
recognized the sale as legal.

Even so, a few individual
Indians, having become accus-
tomed to white ways, had be-
gun to sell the land they lived
on. The Gunters, led by their
father, did not agree with the
treaty, but realized that the Nation

could not contest the sales suc-
cessfully in a federal court, so they
urged the Indians to accept it.
Reluctantly, the tribe agreed to
do so.
The Indian Nation had always
been a sore point with most of the
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white settlers who resented hav-
ing a “foreign nation” with its own
laws in their midst. In an effort to
break up the tribal lands, the fed-
eral government offered the Indi-
ans “reserves” of land. By leaving
the reservation, an Indian could
take ownership of a piece of land
to which he had free title. This
proved attractive to many Indians
who wanted to live like the whites.

At the same time the federal
government began pressuring
the Indians to migrate west to
the new Indian territory (present-
day Oklahoma).

Land sales by Indians to
whites had reached a point in
1825 where the Cherokee Coun-
cil was forced to enact special
legislation forbidding Indians
from selling land.

Regardless of the law, some
Indians continued to sell land.
In 1828, as a last resort, the
Cherokee Council met and
passed the “Blood Law,” which
stated that any Indian who sold
land to the whites could be put
to death. Edward and John
Gunter, Jr., were again delegates
to the convention.

Numerous Indians, though
no one knows how many, were
executed under this law. This
served to infuriate many Indi-
ans who thought the whites
should be the ones put to death.

Time and time again Gunter
preached restraint to the young
warriors who wanted to make

Guitar * Banjo
Mandolin

Sales ¢ Instruction
Repair

309 Jordan Lane
Huntsville, AL 35805

Tel: (256) 430-4729
Fax: (256) 430-1081

war against the whites for taking
their land. Still fighting for peace-
ful coexistence, Gunter sent his
youngest son John to the new In-
dian territory to observe firsthand
the conditions there. Hopefully, he
thought it would be a place where
the Indians could live in peace.
John's report to his father was
devastating. The Indian territory
consisted of barren lands over
which intertribal warfare had
broken out, and the whites were
subjecting the Indians to more
laws which had the effect of mak-
ing them second-class citizens.
At about the same time,
Gunter’'s daughter Martha met
and married Hugh Henry. Accord-
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ing to custom, Martha received
land from the tribe to farm and
live on. A short while later her
husband sold the land, which was
his right under white law.

This was the crushing blow to
John Gunter. He was too much of
a white man to take vengeance on
his daughter’s husband, but too
much of an Indian to ignore it. He
banned his daughter from ever
stepping foot in his house as long
as she was still married to Henry.
The fact that Henry was not killed
by the Cherokees was probably
due to the respect they had for
Gunter.

John Gunter was an old man
by now. He had preached peace-
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ful coexistence with the whites
and had raised his sons to be
leading figures in the Cherokee
Nation only to see the white man
break all of his promises.
Where once he had hoped the
Indians could migrate to an-
other land and once again be a
powerful tribe, Gunter realized
now it was undoubtedly all a
pretense on the government's
part.

Sensing his days were num-
bered, John Gunter had his will
drawn up — a move highly un-
usual for an Indian. By using
the white man’s law, Gunter
hoped to insure his family’s fu-
ture. The will stated that the
land left by Gunter could not be
sold or used by anyone except
his family, and though he left
much property to his daughter
Martha, it was stipulated that
she would not receive it as long
as she was married to Hugh
Henry. To make sure his will
would be enforced he named
four of the leading Cherokee
chiefs as his executors.

Ever since he had arrived at
Creek Path (today Guntersville)
almost half a century earlier,
Gunter and his wife had often
walked to a nearby hill where
they would sit for hours watch-
ing the lazy river wind itself
through the valley. They had
watched the history of the South
travel down the river— first there
were Indian canoes, then crude
log rafts, followed by keelboats
and steamboats. They had
watched the peaceful little village
next to the river grow from noth-
ing into a bustling community
of almost 800 Indians, with two
stores and a ferry.

“Money can’t buy
happiness. But it does
bring you a more pleasant
form of misery.”

Spike Milligan

But where once boats called
at Gunter’s Landing with supplies
of salt and trading goods, the
cargo they carried now was much
more tragic. It was the time of the
Indian Removal, and Gunter’s
Landing had become a major
shipping point for the Indians
being sent west.

Legends still abound about
Gunter, old and crippled with age,
walking among the imprisoned
Indians, offering solace when he
had nothing else left to give.

It is said that Gunter once
again let his hair grow long and
began dressing in the Indian fash-
ion.

Shortly before his death on
August 28, 1835, John Gunter
suffered a stroke. As he lay on his
deathbed, legend has it that a
group of young Indians visited
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him, asking for advice.

“I'm teeo old te give adviee,” he said.

When pressed about what he would
do if he was youngert, a fiery look eame
inte the old man’s eyes as he remem-
bered his youth and all that he had seen.

“I’d be a warrior,” he finally replied.
Three months after his death the treaty
of New Echota was signed, foreing all the
remaining Indians at Guntersville into
exlle in Oklahoma.

REWARD

Ran away from the subscriber in
Madison County. Ala. about the first
of May, a Negro fellow, named Austin,
of ecommon height, very stout, and
about thirty years old; has short nar-
rowwhite teeth, those in front consid-
erably separated, and has a scar on
his forehead as a result of a dog bite.
$100.00 reward shall be paid to the
person delivering this man back to
me. - Stith B. Spragins

from 1837 newspaper

Hospital Opens

Sept. 11, 1897, Weekly Mereury

The ladies of the United Charities
have done a grand work for our city in
establishing the City Infirmary on the
corner of Randelph and Green streets.
In seme localities it is believed that
only charity patients are received and
cared for, while in another portion of
the eity people think that only paying
patients are admitted. The management
wants it understood that all, both rich
and pooi, are admitted and everyone
receives all the attention and eare that
an experienced nurse can give.

There are now flve patients at the
hespital, only two of them are chariy,
all deing splendidily. The building has
been renovated from top to bottoem and
put in as good sanitary condition as it
was possible to do. Miss Tweed, the
lady in charge, is a lady of consider-
able experience, eulture and refinement
and understands her business.
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Soon after the National Guard left they started

u ]
G rOWI n g U p Wlth the Alabama State Guard. Everybody wanted to

do something for the war effort. The State Guard
was made up mostly of men either too old or too

t h e N at i O n a I G u a rd young to join the Army. There were a lot of World

War I veterans and boys too young to join the army

by Tillman Hill
When World War II started the Alabama National
Guard was the first group to be called into the Army.
Everybody was excited the day they left. Every l!'
street had somebody that was going off with them. Ty S
I don't remember the date, but I guess it was early C'!-!.A'.t-é-e-{, R«fd
1942. Anowusd 1he World!
I was about 10 years old, and all the boys in
the Village were going over to the Armory on Dallas Olansciasg...
Avenue to see them off. I told my Daddy I was going. * Fine Rugs
I should have asked him if I could go instead of tell- ® Carpets
ing him because he said no, I could not go. ¢ Upholstery
I started crying and he made me go back into the w Since 1999
house. After everybody left, he came into the house 829-1010

and said that I could go. I told him I was not going
over there now. That was the first and last time I
sassed my Daddy.

He went into the kitchen. The sink was by the
window and as Daddy always shaved by the window
for the sunlight, he kept his leather razor strap hang-
ing next to the sink. He got that razor strap, and boy,
you ain't never been beat until you've had a good beat-
ing with a razor strap! After the whipping he told
me to go over to the Armory and see the boys off. So
with red eyes and a burning butt I was there waving
bye to the boys going to war.
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so they enlisted in the State Guard
until they were old enough to go
into service.

One man who joined the State
Guard and later went into the
Army was one of the two men
from Madison County to win the
Congressional Medal of Honor.
His name was Bushy Bolden and
he was a professional boxer. He
was my hero even before he went
into the Army.

A lot of businessmen joined
the Guard. My Daddy was one
of the first men to join and I
went everywhere he went. Before
long I became the official “mas-
cot” for the Company. My Daddy
carried me out to A&M College,
where there was a tailor shop,
and had an Army uniform made
for me. I attended all the meet-
ings and helped out in the sup-
ply room. Mostly I did whatever
I was told to do.

When Chauncey Sparks was
elected Governor, the company
was sent to Montgomery to
march in the inaugural parade.
Of course, being the mascot, I
got to tag along. We went down
in an Army truck and stayed at
the warehouses behind Kilby
Prison. They had prisoners to help
around the place and I will never
forget one prisoner who had a pet
crow who sat on his shoulder all
the time.

I also got to go to Dauphin Is-

land for a two-week training camp
with the company.

The evening before we left
was spent loading the trucks
and getting ready to leave. After
spending the night at the Armory
we were awakened early the next
morning and driven downtown
to a place on Washington Street
where we ate breakfast. We were
on our way about daylight and
best I can remember, we got to
Mobile about 1:00 AM and then
continued on to Cedar Point.

The island at that time had
a small fishing village on one
end and a county training camp,
complete with barracks, on the
other end which was where we
stayed. Also on the island was
Fort Gaines, an old Spanish fort
which used to guard Mobile Bay.
The fort was in ruins at the
time, with old rusty cannons
and cannon balls lying about.
Having an old fort to run
around in gave me a strong
sense of being Tom Sawyer. The
place was all mine!

The fort was later turned
into a state park and is a big
tourist attraction today.

Being on the island for two
weeks was an experience that a
kid like me could only dream
about. The men trained all day
while I stayed in the barracks and
straightened up. The men did
most of the work but I shined

RENAISSANCE
THEATRE

at Lincoln Center
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“Doubt; A Parable” by John Patrick Shanley
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Location - 1216 Meridian Street
1216 Meridian St. - Call 536-3117 for

general information and to reserve your tickets.
Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatre.net Fago ket
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“When | was younger, life
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Robert Henry, age 89
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shoes and washed clothes after leftover beer for a few minutes, I o q .
’ Today there is a meetin
they left. The men paid me for went back upstairs and stayed for : y 9
doi h 0 e al i It hurt h H in the front & back of the
oing chores and after two ong time. urt very much. He church. Children will be

weeks [ had saved some money. was still “my friend,” no matter

By this time I was about 12 what.
years old and I had other fish When I finally came back down
to fry. I was working other jobs he had passed out.
but I continued to work at the
Armory. About 1946 they
started to rent the Armory out
for dances every week, and
Frank McKinley hired me to
clean up afterwards.

I had a key to the place and
I would get there very early to
clean so I could go to school or
work, depending on what time
of the year it was.

In the wintertime the first
thing I did was to go upstairs
to Frank’s office and build a
fire. At this time they were sell-
ing beer at the dances and beer
bottles were everywhere, and of
course there was a little bit left
in many of the bottles.

One morning, after I had
built the fire, I started back
downstairs and noticed Mac,

baptized at both ends.”

Seen in local church bulletin

Call us to reserve the Deli for your special
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meaning never really sunk in un-
til that morning.
After watching Mac drink
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Huntsville
Real Estate
Bargains
from 1911

- Handsome 2-story, 7 room
residence with all modern con-
veniences within 5 blocks of
public square, price $2500, part
cash and balance in 1, 2, and 3
years or terms to suit the
purchaser.

- A fine business lot within
3 blocks of public square. Pays
interest on $3,000. Will sell at
a sacrifice.

- 11 choice residence lots
close to the square; will sell at a
bargain as a whole or will sell as
many lots as you want on your
own terms.

- A brand new cottage and 2
lots worth 81,500. Will sell all
for $1,250. Will take $500 cash
and balance on as long time as
you want.

Madison
Manor

- Half interest in a 200 acre
farm near New Market, will be
sold cheap.

- For rent - The Alberta
Taylor residence on McClung
Street. The house is handsomely
furnished and possession can be
given at once. Rent is $28 per
month.

- Several pieces of well lo-
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- Ihave 2 good houses for sale
both desirably located. Paul
Speake, Elks Building.

- Wanted - board in private
family, for young couple, central
location desired. Phone 208.

- New 4-room cottage corner
6% St. and Pratt Ave. for rent - $17
month - apply to J. E. Pierce.

- Three nice upstairs rooms

Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention
we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is
needed. It’s a difference we are proud of.

Care by Professionals - Lifestyle to enjoy

furnished or unfurnished for
gentleman, preferably. Location
central and on car line. $6
weekly.

cated business property that will
produce a net income of $1,000
annually, will also be sold on
terms to suit purchaser.

Taylor Produce

Located in the Madison County Farmers Market

Delicious local honey from Bobby Fanning

Come in for the best tomatoes you’ll find anywhere! Turnip
Greens, Citrus, Apples, Cabbage - many cold weather vegetables

Open 7 days a week
(256) 539-9257 Hours 8-6 Mon-Sat

1022 Cook Ave. Huntsville Sunday 8-5

Proudly owned & operated by Tooter Taylor’s daughters &
grandchildren! We’re keeping the tradition alive!

. Made-to-order Ffuit'BaskeIts - any size

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
Serving The Area for Over 30 Years

» Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care

* 24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services

* Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational
Therapies

* Registered, Licensed & Certified Staff

¢ Individualized Social Services and Activities

256-772-9243
3891 Sullivan St. * Madison, AL
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News From the Year 1901

Oklahoma Territory Ope

Aug 9. Oklahoma Territory
has grown by 2,080,000 acres
overnight, and a lucky 6,500
homesteaders have staked their
claims. Federal agents acquired
the fertile land south of the
Cimarron River from the
Commanche, Kiowa and Apache
for $2 million. Ranchers and
railway barons lobbied for the
purchase, seeking grazing
grounds and increased traffic,
respectively. Miners know the
area offers coal reserves, and
farmers believe the soil is good
for corn, wheat and cotton.

Previous expansion in Okla-
homa had been a chaotic affair;
in the 1889 land rush the mad
scramble resulted in at least
one death. This time, authorities
submitted nearly 170,000
would-be claimants to an orderly
lottery. The winners are required
to remain on their allotments for
five years before obtaining titles.

The land would have been
available to the public sooner if
the Indians living on the east-
ern half of the territory had not
known their rights and exercised
them so well. The tribes there
have written constitutions and
well-established systems of self-
government.

They demanded, in addition
to the cash payment, a 160-acre
allotment for each member of
their tribes.

Daring Train
Robbery in Arizona
Territory

In a scene from the old west,
three bandits on horses stopped
and robbed a train near Flag-
staff, Arizona. The tracks had
previously been blocked with a
large fire. They took their time
robbing the passengers, even tak-
ing time to stop and chat.

For Your Health!

Solving your

health : _
puzzle Cleansing & Weight

Loss

256-883-4127 Herbs
Open Monday - Saturday Vitamins
info@ruthsnutrition.com Massage

Reflexology

Natural Foods

Master Herbalist
Auricular Therapy
Magnetic Therapies
Electrodermal Testing
Rapid Eye Technology

7540-P South Memorial Pkwy.
Rosie’s Shopping Center
Huntsville, Alabama

New Year - New You!

www.ruthsnutrition.com

Oldsmobile

n Horseless Buggies

To Be Built In Quantity

Ransom E. Olds predicts he
will produce and sell over 400
of his curved-dash Oldsmobiles
before the year is out. The $650
vehicle, which resembles a
horseless buggy, is affordable by
many middle-class families.
Still, Olds cannot assume the
public will prefer his experimen-
tal internal-combustion engine
to a steam-driven one.

“His men would follow him
anywhere, but only out of
morbid curiousity.”

Seen on recent employee
review

J R W Construction, Inc

MIKE A. WEST

REMODELING

Commercial &
Residential

Professional
Design Builder

Over 28 years Experience

200 Weschase - Huntsville

539-6801
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Stock Market
Takes a Dive

May 9. In the largest single-
day break on Wall Street since
1803, mayhem ruled today as
previously rational men
punched and kicked each other
in the scramble to unload their
plunging stocks.

Quotations started falling at
about 1 p.m. By closing, some
prices had crashed a full 20
points. The situation was so
critical that bankers conferred
late into the night to find a
means to prevent total financial
catastrophe. Although this
plunge has been predicted by
some, it caught many by sur-
prise. All eyes had been on the
phenomenal rise in Northern
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. Five Points
Hallmark Shop!

Gold Crown Hallmark Store

Pacific stock, which gained 70
points in three days. It remained
unscathed, with a net gain of
16.5 at the end of an otherwise
disastrous day.

Auto Club Gets
Speeding Ticket

May 11. Members of the
Automobile Club of America were
arrested today in Morristown,
New Jersey, for breaking the
speed limit. The drivers violated
the posted eight-mile-an-hour or-
dinance during a cross-state race.
Witnesses said the auto enthusi-
asts had reached speeds up to 30
miles per hour. When the gentle-
men stopped for lunch at a local
hostelry, the Morristown justice of
the peace presented them with a l
lump fine of $10. :

Archipelago Botanical Skin Care
and Home Scents

Hallmark Keepsake Ornaments

Jim Shore Collection

“Mainstreet “ Collection -
Whimsical Monogrammed Items

Unique Gifts that
. will be always Treasured

Mon Fri 10am-6pm * Sat. 10am-5pm

534-5854

Under New Ownership
Theresa Carlisle
. 716 Pratt Ave-in 5 Points |

Jacksonville Fire Leaves 10,000 Homeless

May 3. A defeclive wire at a factory in Jacksonville, Florida, is
thought to have sparked the worst fire in the city’s history. The fire
caused about $15 million damage and left 10,000 to 15,000 people
homeless.

An area two miles long by a half mile wide was razed and
about 130 blocks were scorched, many in the heart of the busi-
ness and residential sections of town. An estimated 1,300 houses
were destroyed, along with hotels, theaters, shops and churches.
Casualties could not be immediately determined. Fed by strong
winds, the blaze spread so quickly that firefighters were unable
to get it under control. After about ten hours, it finally burned
itself out.

“Be sure and wind the clock
before you go to bed.”

What you don’t hear anymore

MADE TO ORDER
WINDOWS AND DOORS

|

ARE YOUR FLOORS SHAKING?

Do You Have Cracks IN YOUR WALLS?
ARE YOUR FLOORS SWAGGING?
ARE YOUR Doors HARD To CLOSE?

/ ! vegt an
'egltlmqt
Pricey”

y «

«

—— ot

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE /| HOME OWNED & OPERATED
All Work Guranteed,

tLOOR Insured & Bonded . ——————— | Penn Dilworth - Chris Craig
‘h‘ S(/p% Your Professional Construction
Q,Q INC. *0) ———— Specialists
& ALABAMA & TENNESSEE: Yo 256-539-7704

oets Stfami 2802 Memorial Parkway S.W

(256) 830-4942 or 1-800-877-3502 “"",:‘;;;‘Z‘L'““ N Huntsville, Alabama 35801
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We Are Not
Sorry for
Anything

In the latter part of 1865, an
unidentified woman wrote her
cousin describing the total
devastation the Civil War had
brought to the Tennessee Valley.
It is believed she lived near
Mooresville at the time the
letter was written.

November 15, 1865

“Dear Cousin Sallie:

Yours of Sept. 25 was duly
received and should have been
promptly answered had not
sickness prevented.

“I wrote you in ‘61, indeed it
seems a long time since we have
heard from you; true I wrote
your Father a line or two a year
ago, and committed it to the care
of the most reasonable man I
found in all the Yankee army. I
received his reply in January. It
had been inspected and came to
me by flag of truce from across
the river. I do not remember
anything I wrote your Father, but
the circumstances under which
it was written can never be for-
gotten. Heaven grant I may
never pass another such day.

Could you have looked in
upon us but for a moment, you
would have thought it impos-

sible for life and reason to survive
the torture to which mind and
body were that day subjected. But
that day had an end, and in safety
we welcomed the much needed re-
pose that night alone brought us.
But the act of dating my letter
brings forcibly to my mind the fact
that this day one year ago was the
most miserable of all my life. The
Yankee troops were then passing
us on their way.

“Their orders were positive
to burn and destroy everything
on their march, and well they
executed this most Christian
order of this most Christian
majesty. All day and all night
one continual stream of wagons
and guards poured by.

As darkness came on, the
work of burning commenced.
On every side, as far as the eye
could reach, the lurid flames of

“Always borrow money from
a pessimist. He won’t expect
to get it back.”

Steven Wright

——,
CB::& Finest

Quality
W Diamonds

‘s
\ /
.. /l <

Your Direct Diamond Imports

Huge Diamond Sale!
Diamonds - Custom Jewelry
Precious Stones - Watches

On Site Jewelry Repair

256-881-9360

2030 Cecil Ashburn Drive #103

(In Jones Valley)

Life Insurance - Fixed Annuities
Long Term Care Insurance

Up to $500,000 Life Insurance

without Medical Exam. Ages 0 - 55
Mack Vann, CLU

Agent, New York Life Insurance Co.

* Issued by New York Life Insurance and Annuity Corp. ( A Delaware Corp.)
1808 Covewood Dr. Huntsville, Al. 35801 Ph. (256) 533-0082




burning bulldings lit up the heav-
ens and dissipated the darkness
ofnight. 1eould stand out on the
verandah, and for two or three
miles wateh them as they eame
on. I eeuld mark when they
reached the residence ofeach and
every friend on the road. I eould
see the first building fired, and
then the torch earried round and
round until I knew that everything
on the premises was wrapped in
flames; then hear the wild shout
they raised, as torch in hand, they
started for the next house.

The night was eeld, but I
never once left my post. With
my sister and others I stood
from dark until daylight, and
wateched their onward progress.
I ealeulated the distanee they
traveled in a given time; how long
it took to fire sueh a number of
buildings, and ascertained almost
to the very minute when the torch
would be set te our own house.

As the flames rolled on I eould
hear, or faney that I heard, above
the oaths, the yells, the eternal
gab of the Yankee army, the
sereams of the frightened neigh-

bors as the fire swallowed up the
labors of a life time. Thus the
night rolled on. The torch was
several times brought to fire our
house, but each time it was extin-
guished.

Consequently an erder had
been given to burn nothing on this
place. 1 knew nothing of it. 1
looked abroad upen the smolder-
ing ruins, the smoke almeost suf-
focated me. I knew it was notlong
until daylight - but had no reason
to hope that we would have a
change of elothing, a mouthful of
bread or a roofto shelter us. Ifit
was sin, may Heaven forgive me
ifI prayed that I might never see
the destruction, the deep distress,

the morning would reveal to me.
That, too, has all passed and
lives enly in memeory; but no
one, I hope, will ever expect me to
love Yankees. They tell us the war
has ended, and soeme ery lustiily,
“Peace, peace. “ I have peered into
the deep gloom that surrounds us
and ean searce see a glimmer of
that welecome wvisitant. The
shadow of a great sorrow has

“The secret to staying young
is to live honestly, eat slowly,
and lie about your age.”

Glenda Huffstetier,
Huntsville

Repairs
Pavers
Curbs
Walk ways
Blocks
Stone
Stucco

Licensed - Insured - References

“No Job Too Small”

Michael Sylvester
(256) 694-2469

“[Everyone] goes out of their way to see to mom’s personal needs’

“My mother’s needs are met fullly, and the relationship she and | have
established with the Hearthstone family has exceeded my expectations”
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darkened our land. He, who a
short time since, was the pride of
our Confederacy, the pure states-
man, the Christian gentleman, the
accomplished scholar, our
beloved President Jefferson
Davis, now ekes out a miserable
existence in a Yankee Bastille. In
proportion as his sufferings in-
crease, our sympathy for him and
hatred of his oppressors increase
also.

“We are not sorry for any-
thing we have done down here,
are not repenting, are not
whipped or subjugated, or any-
thing of that kind. True, we
were with numbers overpow-
ered, but we battled upon our
own soil, and for that soil we
contended for every principle of
honor and justice, and for the
most sacred rights - for the
sanctity of home, for self gov-
ernment, for the truths of God’s
word. The North fought for no

aim was to subjugate the South.
“We expected to go back to
our home when the war ended,
but our house and everything
there has been burned, and we
have nothing to go to. This is now
the poorest country in the world,
and we are homeless wanderers
through the desert. We had noth-
ing left us and nothing to buy with,
so I send you a scrap of our
dresses we have been making.

The cotton grew here and every
thread of it was manufactured by
the family. I wove it myself. We
call it Dixie Silk.”

The letter bore no signature.

A rubber band pistol was
confiscated from algebra
class because it was a
weapon of math disruption.

(Sewce 1969) J.C. Vaughn
President
Guns &
Tackle Shop, Inc
1112 6th Avenue, SE 1650 Jordan Lane
Decatur, Al 35601 Huntsville, Al 35816
(256) 353-2503 (256) 830-0761

Guns - Buy - Sell - Trade - Consignment - Repair

Holsters - Knives - Ammo - Reloading Supplies

principle and no right - her sole

Come in for Great Coffee, Food and Books!

Don’t give the same ole Valentine!
Come to The Coffee Tree and give your
sweetheart a custom gift basket!

Gift Items include: Art work, coffee and tea
accessories, mugs, t-shirts, tea pots,
coffee grinders, espresso machines,

greeting cards, Coffee Beans, and candy

For the Music Lovers:
Live music every Wednesday, Friday and

Saturday at 7pm.
7900 Bailey Cove Road

Across from Grissom High School

6:00 am - 9:00 pm Mon- Sat

880'6464 8:00 am - 3 pm Sunday

Your Neighborhood Store For Food, Books & Fine Coffee

Coffee - Teas - Coffee Supplies
Gifts - Expresso Supplies

OMZ—IO>=s CvrnwvnER~wwn=




A Wite's
Letter

Mrs. Mariah Cotton, of Madison County, was
typical of the women who kept their homes
going while their husbands were away at war.
She, with her seven children (all under twelve),
was left to run the farm with the help of a hired
slave.

August the 21, 1862 - my dear husband,

I now seat my self to rite you a few to let you
hear from me and the children, the children is all
well at time and as for my self I am not at all sick
but I trouble all most to death about you. It all most
breaks my hart to think that you are gone so farr off
from me and the children but I can only hope that
the time is coming when you will get home to us all
again.

I hope thes few lines may find you well every-
thing is doing very well. You stock is all doing very
well so far I hant much of importen to rite to you for
I cant hear of eny thing but war all the time. They
say tha are fixing for a big battle at richmond again I
want you to rite to me weth you git this leter.

Your wife, M
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At Derrick Design and Remodeling, we work with you
to develop solutions that incorporate your ideas and desires
and stay within your budget. We are commited to providing you
with a pleasant remodeling experience.

DERRICK

DESIGN AND
REMODELING

Visit our web site « www.derrickdesign.net

162 Export Circle « Huntsville, AL 35806
256-852-8188 Fax 256-852-8077

‘1a’s)
PRINTING
SERVICES

256.534.4452

Toll Free: 877.534.4452
Fax: 534.4456

| More than
meets the eye!

3308 Seventh Avenue - Huntsville, Alabama 35805
Jdindasprinting.com - linprint@lindasprinting,com
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Oil Discovered
in County

Taken from the Weekly
Democrat, 1880

Huntsville has a new sensa-
tion in the discovery of coal oil
on the farm of W. T. Crawford,
who resides on a part of the old
Mack Jones plantation, 34 miles
in a northwestern course from
Huntsville. We learn that Mr.
Crawford commenced digging a
well near his ginhouse last Oc-
tober and after reaching a depth
of about 40 feet stopped digging
on getting to a seam of lime-
stone rock. Subsequently, he
began to blast the rock, and
reaching a depth of 12 or 15 feet,
encountered a strong smell of
coal oil.

Having had some experience
in supplying pumps for the oil
wells in Pennsylvania, his atten-
tion was arrested, as he be-
lieved, by the discovery of an
abundant source of oil. A piece
of the excavated rock retained a
strong oil smell some time af-
ter it was brought to the sur-
face of the ground, and the sur-
face of the water in the well is
covered with oil.

These indications of a coal
oil bonanza have so impressed
Mr. Crawford and some of his
friends that they set about get-
ting up a company to establish
a coal oil factory.

The Company, under the
name (we believe) of T.B.

Crawford & Co., believing that
like indications of coal oil exist
in this section, propose to pro-
cure from owners of land leases
of large tracts - say 10,000 acres
- with a view of sinking wells
for oil, and we have seen one or
their printed blank leases. We
trust that the enterprise will

prove successful, and that there
may be “millions in it.”

“My mechanic told me, ‘I
couldn’t repair your brakes, so
I made your horn louder.’”

Steven Wright

hiip:/ fwww.solufix.com
(256) 426-2358

Lioensed & insured with Rulerances Avs kb

W gfter Senior & My Discounis

COMPUTER TROUBLES?

Local, Old Fashioned Service...
to “fix” Modem Technology

Solufix is individually owned to service ali of your
Small Business and Residential Computer/
Technology needs with flexibilityl

We ARE NOT like computer gurus, geexks,
technicians, tech guys, and the others who fry to
wegr the hat. We are highly qualified engineers,
with compedtitive rates. Allow us to empioy our
expenence and education to assist youl

Chips are for electronics--you won't find one on
our shoulder.

On-Site Visits & Live Online Assistance

R —

Seniors, Get Cash From Your Home
What you should know...

It’s for everyone 62 years old and older.

CALL (866) 573-5353 Ext. 821

For a 3 minute recorded overview.
For more info call Bob Myers at (256) 533-3343
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Legends
From The
Grave

by John Crow

If you look at any tourist in-
formation on Huntsville, Ala-
bama there almost always is ref-
erence to the beautiful Maple
Hill Cemetery. The literature will
usually make reference to the
beauty of the dogwood trees in
full spring bloom, or perhaps
the fact that five former Alabama
governors are buried there, or
maybe tell of the section where
the Confederate soldiers are laid
to rest. What it won't tell you
are the many legends associated
with the cemetery.

Now my archaic but trust-
worthy Webster’'s Dictionary de-
fines, for our purpose anyway,
a legend as being a story of

some wonderful event, handed
down for generations among a
people and popularly believed to
have a historical basis, although
not verifiable: distinguished
from a myth. What follows is a
humble effort on my part to re-
late to you a few of the legends
surrounding Maple Hill Cem-
etery, and then go one step be-
yond and provide the historical
basis for the legend.

When the night is strangely
still, and the quiet is not even
broken by a cricket's chirp or a
night breeze rustling, a lonely
sound comes from a lonely
mausoleum. It is the whispered
creak, creak, of a rocking chair
rocking. It is the young ghost of
Mary Chambers Bibb, tragically
poisoned in the full bloom of
her youth, and buried upright
in her rocking chair by her grief-
stricken husband, where she
rocks the years away ... rocking
... back and forth ... rocking.

In the early 1830s two pretty
cousins were always at the cen-

ter of the many prominent so-
cial gatherings in Huntsville. It
seemed that where ever the girls
were you would also find the
dashing Bibb brothers, the sons
of Alabama’s second governor,
who would come to the parties
by carriage from their family
estate at Belle Mina. It wasn’t
too long before gossip had it that
the two couples were smitten
and a double wedding seemed
to be in the offing. This was con-
firmed when it was learned that
the girls were having wedding
gowns specially designed and
made in Paris, France.
Whenever the stage coach
would arrive there would be the
girls, eager to check the baggage
for any package addressed to
them. But alas, there would be
no gowns, for Paris had run out
of the proper fabric. Finally, in
early 1835, a parcel did arrive,
but it contained only one gown.
It was decided that Mary Cham-
bers would proceed with her
wedding plans to William Bibb

Phone: 256-489-1227 (1CAR)
Fax: 256-489-9702

Full Menu of Automotive Detailing Services

Hand Wash
A-La-Carte Services

SPEEDLINER (Truck Bed Liners)

Gift Certificates

Call Now for Your Appointment
Hours: Monday thru Saturday 7:30 am.—5:30 p.m.
Pick Up and Delivery Service Available

301 Brown Street South

Huntsville, AL 35805




and the wedding was then sched-
uled for February 26, 1835.

Oh, gentle reader I hesitate
to put to paper what follows
next, for in steps a grim and
sinister Fate. It seems, as is
common with young people, that
the excitement and anticipation
of the coming event created a
“pimply” situation on the young
girls’ complexions. Their faith-
ful and dutiful “Mammy” had a
remedy for such situations. She
took from a cabinet a bottle of
“salts” and Mary Chambers vol-
unteered to take the first spoon-
ful. After taking that tragic first
swallow, Mary grasped her
young throat and in gasping
breath rasped out, “I've been poi-
soned!”

The poor Mammy had grown
farsighted in her old age and
had taken from the cabinet a
bottle of oxalic acid instead of
“salts.”

The shocked, heartbroken
William Bibb made the honor-
able and loving decision to pro-
ceed with the wedding plans.
Exactly three months after the
wedding, Mary Chambers
passed away. The sorrowful,
heartbroken William Bibb
erected for the remains of his
beloved wife the city’s first mau-
soleum.

This new structure in the
cemetery was a rather startling
sight for the citizens of Hunts-
ville. They had never seen a
“grave above the ground” before.
For the bewildered townsmen
there could only be one expla-
nation. Poor melancholy Will-
iam had entombed his wife in
her rocking chair.

Nevertheless, true or not, I
have been told by reliable per-
sonages, that on a quiet night,
if you listen carefully, and if you
are walking by old Maple Hill
Cemetery, you can hear the
creak, creak of a rocking chair
rocking ... back and forth ... just
rocking.
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AUCTION

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 7, 2009 @ 4:00 P.M.

AT: B & W AUCTION
356 CAPSHAW ROAD
MADISON, AL 35757
ANTIQUES, FURNITURE, GLASSWARE & COLLECTIBLES

PARTIAL LIST INCLUDES: 3 PIECE CHERRY 'DAVIS CABINET COMPANY' BEDROOM SUITE, NICE
PICTURE FRAMES & MIRRORS, OUTSIDE CONCRETE ITEMS, OAK SEWING MACHINE, BALL &
CLAW UPHOLSTERED ARMCHAIR, 1 DOOR DEPRESSION WARDROBE, MAPLE DROPLEAF
TABLE, EMPIRE STYLE OCCASIONAL TABLE, 9 PIECE MAHOGANY DINING ROOM SUITE, BALL &
CLAW PIANO STOOL, TOLE TRAY & STAND, MAHOGANY VANITY, CHERRY GATELEG DROPLEAF
TABLE, 'SOUTHERN COLONIAL' CHERRY HUTCH, ART NOUVEAU STYLE CAST FIGURE 28", OLD
MILLER BEER CLOCK, OLD PEPSI THERMOMETER, EASTLAKE MARBLE TOP TABLE, THE
"McCASKEY CREDIT SYSTEM CASH DRAWER FILE, MAHOGANY ALL-GLASS CHINA CABINET,
SELECTION OF OLD CROCKS, OLD BB GUNS, OLD COPPER BOILER, EARLY FLAME MAHOGANY
CHEST, NEW HAVEN & WATERBURY CLOCKS, PIANO LAMP, TOKHEIM OIL TANK & PUMP,
MISSION OAK DESK, REMINGTON ‘NOISELESS' TYPEWRITER, UNUSUAL MAHOGANY
BOOKCASE, OLD CHURCH PEWS, 'MONTGOMERY WARDS' CEDAR CHEST, DOME TOP TRUNK,
SET OF 6 CHERRY 'RUSH BOTTOM' CHAIRS, GREAT SELECTION OF OLD ADVERTISING IN
FRAMES, FOSTORIA, OLD TOY TRUCK, SETS OF DISHES, LOTS OF GLASSWARE AND TRAY
DEALS, 'LAZY BOY' SOFA & LOVESEAT, MUCH MORE BY SALE TIME!! OVER 800LOTS!

NO BUYERS PREMILM BUILDING I3 FULL!
MAJOR GREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 2 n

Next Sale at B & W: Saturday, Feb.21 @ 4 p.m.

Climate-controlled, Smoke Free Facility
Wilson Hilliard, SL#97 - Bill Ornburn, SL#683 - Charles Thorpe, SL#392

50'PIANO

Adult/Senior Piano Classes

2828 Drake Avenue
Huntsville, AL 35805
(256) 880-1234  (256) 852-9260

SOIPIANO is a extension of Perfect Praise, Inc.
Mrs. Denie Riggs, Coordinator
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A
Letter

The following letter was ap-
parently written in 1898 by
James Dooley. A special
thanks to Margaret Foster for
allowing us to print it.

Dear brother,

I hope these words find you
doing well. We finally got our
uniforms and we left on the 18
last for Huntsville, Alabama
where we are now. We are
camped behind a big house and
the men say used to belong to a
gOVernor.

So far there ain't much to
do in camp cause we don't have
no guns yet. We are supposed
to get them next week. All we
do now is march, sleep and do
nothing. Jim H. is here with me
and he got in a spite of trouble
for fighting with some Indiana
boys. He got extra guard duty
but it don't bother him none.

There is a lot of meanness
here with the soldiers fighting
and drinking all the time. One
of the saloons tried not to sell
the men drink so the boys tore
the place up good. John G. got
cut up bad but nothing to bad.

There is a good many negro
soldiers here but they are
camped some place else. They
are a sight to see when they go
strutting around town but the
people here can't say nothing.
No one wants to fight with them
for they are fierce fighters and

“The process of turning
steam back into water again
is called conversation.”

Read on 7th grade
science test

all carry knifes.

The men say we are not going
to be here long and then we will
go to Cuba. They can have it as
far as I know. If I had known what
this army life was I would have
stayed home. I am supposed to be
on feed detail but have it eluded
every day. When they leave I go
back to my tent and play check-
ers with the men.

There are some fair women
here but they are sassy with all
their fine ways and act like they
are to good for common men.
Jim H. tried to meet one but she
wouldn't have it. The men here
are not bad but they charge two
times for everything and won't
give you time of day unless you
pay for it.

The Haven For Greater Living, Inc.

Specialty Care Assisted Living Facility

DETA - Certified & Trained Staff For Dementia and Alzheimers’s
* Specializing In Caring For Persons
With Dementia & Alzheimers
*24 Hour Supervised Care
*Respite Care
Medications Administered By Nurse
*Assistance As Needed
* Transportation
*Daily Planned Activities

3621 Winchester Rd., New Market J

Thereisa...... house here but
they charge to much so a common
soldier can't afford them. About
the only people who go there are
officers and they have plenty of
money. There is nothing else go-
ing on in Alabama to write about
so brother I will close for now.

Your affectionate brother
down in Dixie,

James D.

“Love is like a little old
woman and a little old man
who are still friends even
after they know each other
real well.”

Tammy, age 6

Help Is
vailable.

Five Points Fuel Stop

Huge selection of Fine Wine and Imported Beer
- Prepaid Phones & Phone Cards
Discount Tobacco

Deli open 6am until 2 - Serving hot breakfast
and plate lunches for people on the go!

Corner of Andrew Jackson & Dement

489-1320
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Open Daily 1®©-6 Sunday IL-6

Located in the historic three-story, 23,000 square-foot Lombardo
building and fleaturing over 80 dealers

X  Now Available! Shaveir’s

A special issue published by the Huntsville- ~ Top 10 Books of Local &
Madison County Historical Society detailing Regional Interest
the early settlement of Madison County 1. Huntsville Historic Review:

( . 1819 Hunisville Map-Merrimack Mill
ﬂ before statehood. This book will become a Histo ian Canal-Sarah Fik

collectible! $10.00 Tribute and More $7.95

2. Historic Photos of Huntsville
by Jacque Gray Reeves $39.95

3. When Spirits Walk-Madison
Cty. Ghost Stories by Jacque Gray
Reeves $16.95

4. A Man Caliled Guriey: Nathan
Bedford Forresi's Notorious Captain
by Col. Donald Steenburn $17.95

5. Wihy is it Named That? 250
Place Names in Huntsville/Madison
County by Dex Nilsson $13.95

6. Long Ago in Madison Couunrigy-
A book for Children - by Sarah Fisk
Hardback $13.95 - Paperback $7.95

7. True Tales of Old Madison
County by Virgil (Pat) Jones $7.95

8. Lily Flagg: Humitswiille’s

- =

- %aﬂ._

:q Famous Cowby Doris Gilbreath $13.95
m 9. Civil War Letters to a Sister
L = in Alabama by Frank Chappell
$14.95
10. Days Gone By: Cotiton Mill
(] Village Life by Curtls Lovvorn $16.95 FAY|

Railroad Station Antiques - (256) 533-6550
Shaveir’s Books - (256) 533-7364 Email shaversbks@comecast.net ‘“
ﬂiﬂ



mailto:shaversbks@comcast.net

