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The 
Black- 
Smith

As the dust from the patrol 
disappeared in the distance, an 
angry mob began to gather 
around the blacksmith shop. 
They began to curse Ben, calling 
him a traitor for shoeing the 
horses of the hated Yankees. Ben 
tried to explain, but to no avail.

Someone yelled from the 
crowd, "He needs to be strung 
up." Shouts of "Hang him, Hang 
him" echoed throughout the 
mob.
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Lewter’s Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather, 
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington 
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with 
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.
While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more 

employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers 
insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the 
same location. Stop by and visit with us. a

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St 539-5777
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The 
Blacksmith

By Tom Baker

It was Oct. 11, 1864. The 
civil war was still very evident 
in Madison county and the Ten­
nessee valley. Ben Branum had 
enlisted on the Confederate side 
in the conflict, was wounded 
badly at Shiloh and paroled. He 
was working in his blacksmith 
shop at Paint Rock, Alabama on 
that cool fall day in October. His 
wife PJ. had brought him his 
lunch. Ben loved his wife 
Pherbia Jane whom he and fam­
ily members lovingly called PJ.

Not long after P J. left, a Yan­
kee patrol out scrounging for 
whatever they could find reined 
up their horses and tied them 
to Ben's hitching post. Their 
blue uniforms were barely distin­
guishable under the heavy dust 
which covered them.

The captain of the patrol, af­
ter eyeing Ben for awhile, barked 
"Are you a Reb boy?" "I am," re­
plied Ben. "Why aren't you out 
fighting with your Reb brothers?" 
the captain yelled back. "Leg shat­
tered at Shiloh," Ben replied. 
"What’s your name boy?" "Ben 
Branum," Ben replied as he 
moved toward his forge dragging 

Comment heard in 1955

his left leg. "Well, Mr. Ben 
Branum," the captain replied, 
"Here's what I want you to do for 
your Union. I'm commanding you 
to shoe all twenty of our horses 
by sundown, or we will burn this 
town down to the ground."

Ben readily saw that it would 
be fruitless and dangerous to 
object under the circumstances. 
Under guard, he set about shoe­
ing the first horse as the group 
of dusty Yanks strolled toward 
the saloon across the road.

After shoeing the last horse, it 
was almost sundown. The Yanks 
returned, mounted and rode off 
without giving Ben even a Thank 
You for his labor.

As the dust from the patrol 
disappeared into the distance, an 
angry mob began to gather 
around the blacksmith shop. 
They began to curse Ben, calling 
him a traitor for shoeing the 
horses of the hated Yankees. 
Ben tried to explain, but to no 
avail.

Someone yelled from the 
crowd, "He needs to be strung 
up." Shouts of "Hang him, Hang 
him" echoed throughout the 
mob. Ben was about to walk away

“If they think I’m going to 
pay fifty cents for a haircut, 

forget it!”
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when he heard the hammer of a 
gun click behind him. He felt the 
barrel press against the back of 
his head. "Get in the wagon," a 
voice ordered.

Ben sat in the wagon with 
his hands and feet tied as it 
slowly made it's way through 
town toward the countryside. 
This has got to be a joke, Ben 
thought. Surely they will not 
hang me. How could they? Ben's 
thoughts turned to PJ. and his 
five children. Who will watch 
after them if this drunken mob 
goes through with this? This 
can't be happening, it's has to 
be a nightmare. I'll awake soon 
and PJ will be by my side, and 
all will be well.

It was dusky dark when the 
wagon came to a stop a mile or 
so from town. Ben looked up 
and saw the large branch of an 
oak tree looming above him. He 
heard the swish of a rope being 
thrown over the branch. Some­
one placed a noose around his 
neck. Oh my God! Ben thought, 
they are really going to do this.

"Any last words?" came a 
voice near him. "Tell my wife PJ. 
and my kids I love them." Ben 
murmured. "Why are you people 
doing this?" No response from 
the mob. Somebody yelled "Get 
up, mule." The wagon lurched 
forward, leaving Ben swinging 

Five Points Fuel
Huge selection of Fine Wine and Imported 

Beer - Prepaid Phones & Phone Cards 
Discount Tobacco

Deli open 6am until 2 - Serving hot breakfast 
and plate lunches for people on the go!

Corner of Andrew Jackson & Dement
489-1320

from the branch. The mob stood 
silently for a moment staring at 
the body, and as if by an inner sig­
nal, all turned and began walking 
back toward town.

PJ., after being told by her 
neighbors what had happened, 
mounted the old plow mule and 
set out to find her husband. 
Coming upon the site, she could 
see from a distance in the pale 
moonlight an outline of a body 
hanging from a tree limb. Tears 
flowed down her cheeks as she 
cursed the people who had done 
this horrible act.

For a moment she thought 
to herself, maybe this isn't Ben. 
Maybe her neighbors got it 
wrong. But, as she drew closer, 
all her doubts were erased as 
the moonlight reflected off her 
beloved Ben's face. She started 
crying uncontrollably and at the 
same time shaking with anger.

Then she sudd nly stopped 
crying, as a awful thought entered 
her head. What if they came 
back, she thought. Other kill­
ings in the valley over the years 
had resulted in the mutilation 
of the body. This was not going 
to happen to her Ben.

She fumbled in her apron 
pocket for her paring knife she 
kept there. Pulling it out, she 
reached up grabbed the branch 
and pulled herself to a standing

WELCOME TO AUTHENTIC THAI CUISINE AT

THAI GADDEN

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT
All Fresh Meats & Vegetables

No MSG - No Preservatives Used

Mon - Fri - Lunch ll am - 2 pm 
Dinner 4:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

Sat - Dinner only 4:30 pm - 9:00 pm 
Closed Sundays

800 Wellman Avenue 
(In Historic Five Points)

(256) 534-0122H.C. BLAKE INC.
Plumbing, Electrical 

Heating, 
Air Conditioning

534-0781
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Has the market rebalanced
Complimentary 

Seminar

your portfolio for you?
Now’s a good time for a check-up.

Market volatility can result in a portfolio that 
is out of balance.

At our free seminar you’ll receive insightful 

advice on:

■ Common misconceptions about diversification

■ Market volatility and its impact on performance

■ Diversification within equities, fixed income 
and cash

■ Strategies that can help reduce risk

Our Financial Advisors work to understand 
your needs and what you want to accomplish. 

Offering you sophisticated financial strategies 

makes us valuable. But our commitment to 
taking the time to fully understand who you 
are and what matters most to you makes us 
essential.

Brad Cardwell

Financial Advisor

(256) 650-2432
www.fa.ml.com/ brad_cardwell

4725 Whitesburg Drive
Huntsville, AL 35802

TOTAL MERRILL’

Merrill Lynch
Global Wealth Management

The Total Merrill brand is used to refer to the broad range of brokerage, investment advisory (including financial planning), banking, trust, mortgage, 
and other financial services and products offered by Merrill Lynch. The nature and degree of advice and assistance provided, the fees charged, and client rights and 
Merrill Lynch's obligations will differ among these services.

Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated is a registered broker-dealer and a wholly owned subsidiary of Bank of America Corporation. 
Investment products:

| Are Not FDIC Insured | Are Not Bank Guaranteed | May Lose Value

Total Merrill (design) is a registered service mark of Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc, Total Merrill is a service mark of Merrill Lynch & Co., Inc.
© 2009 Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated. All rights reserved. Member SIPC.

http://www.fa.ml.com/
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position on the mule's back, 
grabbed the taut rope and cut it 
with one pass of the knife.

Ben's body fell to the ground 
with a sickening thud. Dis­
mounting she tried to lift Ben 
across the mule's back, but he 
was just too heavy. Still fearing the 
return of the mob, she began to 
drag him into the wooded area 
behind the tree. In the faint light 
she dug out a shallow grave with 
a large stick. After rolling her hus­
band into the shallow pit, she 
kissed him on the forehead, said 
a small prayer, then covered the 
body with dirt and leaves, mak­
ing sure not to leave any evidence 
of a grave there. Ben would be 
given a proper burial after all this 
had passed.

On her trek back home, she 
thought, what will she tell the 
children when they ask where is 
daddy? So many deaths, so 
many heartaches. When will this 
awful war end?

P.J. never remarried. She 
raised her five children with help 
from family and friends. Her chil­
dren became fine citizens in the 
county. R J. died on the Fourth of 
July in 1906 at the age of 76. She 
was buried beside her Ben in the 
Moon cemetery at Owens Cross 
Roads, Alabama.

A broken tombstone marks 
her gravesite, somewhat symbolic 
of that October day in 1864 when 
local ignorance and hatred broke 
apart her life.

A simple inscription reads; 
“RJ., Wife of Benjamin Branum”.

L. Thomas Ryan, Jr.
Attorney At Law
2319 Market Place, Suite B
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 

Telephone Fax
(256)533-1103 (256)533-9711

ESTATE PLANNING, LIVING TRUSTS, 
WILLS, PROBATE

"No Representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the
quality of legal services performed by other lawyers."

Letter to 
the Editor
This past weekend I picked 

up the latest copy of Old Hunts­
ville and, as usual, read it cover 
to cover. After reading it I spoke 
with my father, Jerry Damson, 
who is a Huntsville native and 
asked him if he remembered the 
"Man on the Street Broadcast".

He said that he not only re­
membered it, but that he was the 
big winner sometime between 
1948 and 1950 when Grady 
Reeves (the man on the street 
broadcast at the time) asked him 
who was the Secretary of Defense.

Daddy was able to give the 
correct answer, John Foster 
Dulles.

His prizes for answering the 
question correctly were an 8X10 
black and white photograph of 
his mother, Ruth Damson, 
which he still has, a one week 
supply of Meadow Gold milk 
and a 1 week supply of Ideal 
bread. He said there was one 
other thing but he could not 
remember exactly what it was.

Anyway, I just wanted to 
pass this fun little bit of Hunts­
ville history on to those of you 
at Old Huntsville, Inc.. I hope 
you enjoyed hearing about it as 
much as I did.

Thanks so much!
Susan Damson Park

CLOUD NINE
AMTA In-House Massages

Terese Stevens, LMT
Alabama License #992

Swedish
Neuromuscular
Deep Tissue
Phone:256/337-6989

Gift Certificates for All Occasions

Windsor House
Nursing Home / Rehab Facility

Our team approach to rehabilita­
tion means working together to 
enhance the quality of life and by re­
shaping abilities and teaching new 
skills. We rebuild hope, self-respect 
and a desire to achieve one's highest 
level of independence.

‘Complex Medical Care 
‘Short Term Rehabilitation 
*Long Term Care

Our team includes Physicians, 
Nurses, Physical Therapist, Occupa­
tional Therapist, Speech Therapist, 
Activity Director and Registered 
Dietician

A place you can call home....
4411 McAllister Drive 

Huntsville, Alabama 35805 

(256) 837-8585

Lincoln
Center Antiques

1214 Meridian Street NE 
Tues - Sat 11-5

536-3117
Antiques, Fine 

Furniture, 
Books, Artwork 

and a large 
selection of 
Collectibles.

Visit us at
www.lincolncenterantiques.net

http://www.lincolncenterantiques.net
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Huntsville 
Gossip

from 1889 newspaper

* One of the best known 
men about town, who is re­
ported ill with La Grippe, is 
really laid up from the effects of 
injuries received in a fight at a 
gambling house. The melee oc­
curred several nights ago, and the 
gentleman in question was badly 
beaten over the head with a chair. 
It was thought at first that his skull 
was fractured, but this did not 
prove to be the case. The other 
men, as far as I can ascertain, 
were mere card sharks.

* I referred not long ago to the 
open liaison of a beautiful young 
society woman, who is encum­
bered with a hubby somewhat her 
senior, and a young clerk in a 
downtown business house. 
About two days ago somebody 
notified a male relative of the 
frisky matron, and he came to 
Huntsville at once to see the lay 
of the land. He called on the clerk 

and notified him that he would fill 
him full of holes if he continued 
his compromising attentions and 
is supposed to have read the riot 
act to the madame. As to this, of 
course, nobody knows, but his 
visit has certainly had a restrain­
ing influence upon the couple, and 
they have refrained from 
scandalizing the public since. I 
obtained this bit of gossip direct 
from a friend to whom it was con­
fided by the gay lothario, and it is 
undoubtedly authentic.

* I understand that a very 
warm reception is awaiting a cer­
tain drummer when he next 
turns up at New Market. As the 
story goes, he engaged in a 
flirtation with a well known mar­
ried lady, and wrote a very ten­
der little note on the back of a 
business card. The lady’s hus­
band was out of town at the time, 
but when he returned she gave 
him the missive. Meantime the 
drummer had left town. The hus­
band swears that he will thrash 
him within an inch of his life when 
he reappears.

Moral: don’t write notes.

GAS LOG SALE!

Wide selection of
Vented or Vent-Free

Gas Logs

HOME 8 HEARTH, INC.
Firesets, Screens,

Grates & Fireplace 
Accessories

2611 University Drive
Huntsville Al. 35816
534-1715-534-8199

“If con is the opposite of pro, 
is Congress the opposite 

of progress?”

Fred Jackson, Athens

HALL BROTHERS MOVING
Huntsville’s Choice for Local & Long Distance Moving

Office Relocation
Records Storage 
Guaranteed Pick-up &
Delivery Dates
Owner on Every Job 
Commercial & Residential 
Licensed, Bonded & Insured

* All Types
* Free Estimates

Packaging & Crating 
Antiques & Pianos 
Load & Unload

VISA &

MEMBER 
N’nrth Alatatm

• vK
Moving

t jug! 

Licensed & Insured - kg 
r ill All Types of | 

; MovingJobs jf

We Still Believe In Customer Service!
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The First 
Hanging

by Fred Sinpson

An angry crowd gathered 
rapidly on the square as news 
spread that a murder had been 
committed and that the culprit 
was going to be tried in 
Huntsville!

For the young town, in 1812, 
this was startling news. The 
settlers, who were still build­
ing the town, took pride in living 
in a peaceful community. The few 
crimes that had been committed 
had been dealt with in timely fash­
ion by “Captain Slick,” a loosely 
organized group of vigilantes. 
Never had a murder taken place 
here.

As the facts of the murder 
emerged, the townspeople 
learned that a transient by the 
name of Eli Newman was 
charged with the crime. He had 
been employed as a deckhand 
on a flatboat taking goods to 
market in New Orleans.

After the goods were sold, 
Newman, along with the other 
deckhands, began the long walk 
home, as was the practice then. 
All the men had been paid and 
were anxious to get home to 
their families.

After several weeks of walk­
ing, the men camped one night 
near Huntsville, in the 
Chickasaw Indian Nation lands. 
Early the next morning as they 
prepared to break camp, 
Newman made an excuse to re­
main behind with a man by the 
name of Fetrick.

On June 6, Newman, accord­
ing to court testimony: “Not hav­
ing the fear of God before his 
eyes, but being moved and se­
duced by the instigation of the 
Devil, took his razor and cut 
Fetrick’s throat.”

It isn’t known whether 
Newman had deliberately in­

tended to kill Fetrick or if the 
murder was the result of an al­
tercation during the robbery. 
Regardless, when he caught up 
with the group several hours 
later, he was alone.

The men questioned 
Newman about Fetrlck’s where­
abouts. Something about his 
demeanor caused suspicion 
among the others. He appeared 
nervous and evasive. Finally, the 
men insisted on backtracking to 
where Fetrick was last seen.

Within hours, they discov­
ered the grim reality of 
Newman’s treachery. Fetrick’s 
lifeless body lay before them 
with his throat slit from ear to 
ear and pockets empty of his 
recent pay.

Although Newman professed 
his innocence, the men, after 
searching him and finding the 
dead man’s money, quickly

MEAWlf OF DIXIE* 
Fopcorn & Supply

Fun Food Equipment & Supplies
We also carry equipment & supplies for Sno Cones, Shaved Ice, Nachos, 

Chips & Cheese, Cotton Candy, Funnel Cakes, Lemonade, Candy Apples, 
Hot Dogs, Deep Fryers, and Much, Much More!

Visit our showroom for the largest array of equipment and supplies in 
thesouth. 1Q1 Darwin Road - Huntsville, 35811

Perfect for Little League baseball - football games - basketball 
games - concerts - festivals - carnivals. Free delivery!’

Toll Free (877)828-3270 - Local (256) 828-3270 - Fax (256) 828-4393 

www.heartofdixiepopcorn.com

] InterSouth
properties

I
Phone (256) 830-9160
Fax (256) 430-0881

“Leasing and Managing Huntsville’s Premier Office Buildings”
* Highland Office Park, Phases 1 & 2
* Park West Center
* University Square Business Center
* 8215 Madison Blvd.

- Visit us at www.intersouth-properties.com

Spry Funeral 
and Crematory 

Homes, Inc.
Family owned and operated 

since 1919 

(256) 536-6654
We now have the first phase of 
Valley View Cemetery 

open with 100 acres reserved for 
future development.

(256) 534-8361

http://www.heartofdixiepopcorn.com
http://www.intersouth-properties.com


Theshiftfromsummertofall ...with cooler temperatures and colorful landscapes...invites us to enjoy the great outdoors. 

But illnesses like seasonal allergies, colds and flu may make you want to hibernate. Trust your healthcare to Madison Urgent 

Care, We're here to treat all minor illnesses and injuries daily from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., and an appointment is never required.

madisonmedicalpark.org

C3 Mattison Urgent Care
Huntsville hospital
Hwy. 72 near Balch Rd. • 265-5050

madisonmedicalpark.org
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bound him and made him their 
prisoner. Newman was brought 
to Huntsville and turned over to 
the newly elected sheriff, 
Stephen Neal. Although there 
was no official jail, the prisoner 
was placed in a room with an 
armed guard.

The grand jury met on the 
second Monday in November. A 
murder indictment was returned 
and attorney John W. Walker, 
the son-in-law of LeRoy Pope, 
agreed to represent the prisoner.

The trial was held in a small 
log house situated on a large 
rock formation east of the Big 
Spring. This is the present-day 
location of the Regions Bank. 
On Friday, Nov. 13, the case was 
brought before Judge Obadiah 
Jones.

Although Newman was 
quickly found guilty, Judge 
Jones ordered a new trial be­
cause of a technicality.

Newman next appeared in 
court on Nov. 21, but the case 
was continued because not 
enough prospective jurors were 
in town on that cold day. Tradi­

Audra Wilson o 
Melissa Steelman

Expert Hair Care

.1701 University Dr.
. (corner Church and Pratt)

(256) 534-5002

tionally, jurors were selected from 
among businessmen and others 
who happened to be in the vicin­
ity of the courthouse at the mo­
ment.

To prevent Newman’s case 
from being delayed until the 
spring session of court, Judge 
Jones called a special session 
for Dec. 1.

The trial continued all day 
and those involved consented to 
allow the jury to retire for the 
night to the house of William 
and Louis Winston in the cus­
tody of a sworn officer.

The next morning at 9:00, 
the trial continued with lawyers 
Walker and Winston presenting

“The best medicine for 
rheumatism is being thankful 

it isn’t gout.”

Furniture
Factoiy
Bar & Grill

Open at 
11:00 a.m. 
for Lunch!

Happy Hour Drink Specials!
Visit our Patio - one of the 
most popular places in town!

Live Entertainment
Wed., Fri. & Saturday

Open Tues. - Sat. for fine dining 
and your enjoyment.
(256) 539-8001
619 Meridian StreetC. B. Miller, Huntsville

Lawren*s
809 MADISON STREET 

HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

BRIDAL REGISTRY
China, Crystal, Silver, Pewter, Table 

Linen, Cookware.
Decorative Accessories, Invitations and 

Announcements, Lenox China & Crystal, 
Fine Linens & Cottons For Bed & Bath.
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their arguments. Then, as the jury 
deliberated, a large crowd milled 
around the log house anxiously 
awaiting the verdict. A hush fell 
over the townspeople when 
James Ishma, foreman of the 
jury, appeared at the door to read 
the verdict:

“Guilty in manner and form 
as charged in the Bill of 
Indictment!"

At 10 o’clock the following 
morning, Newman stood before 
Jones for sentencing. The de­
fense counsel rendered 13 tech­
nical reasons why the verdict 
should be overturned, but the 
judge denied the motions, pro­
claiming:

“You, Eli Newman, will be 
carried from hence to the place 
from whence you came, and on 
Saturday next the fifth day of 
this instant between the hours 
of ten in the forenoon and two 
in the afternoon you will be car­
ried by the proper officer, to the 
place of public execution to be 
executed in or near the town of 
Huntsville, and there be hanged 
by the neck until your body be 
dead, and the Lord have Mercy 
on your soul."

On Dec. 5, 1812, at about 
noon, Newman entered history 
as the first man to be executed 
for murder in Madison County.

Time is what passes rapidly 
between the “Easy Monthly 

Payments.”

Sam J, Citrano, Jr., DMD, P.C.
GENERAL and COSMETIC DENTISTRY

■ Cosmetic Bonding ■ Teeth Whitening
■ Crowns & Bridges

■ Partials & Dentures New Patients 
Welcome

534.7692 or 534.7741
Major credit cards accepted ■ Delta Dental Provider

411 Holmes Ave ■ Huntsville (conveniently located in Old Town Historical District)

The Wrong 
War

General Joe Wheeler, a Con­
federate cavalry general for 
whom Wheeler Wildlife Refuge 
was named, also served ad­
mirably in the Spanish-Ameri­
can War, but had a hard time 
remembering who the enemy 
was.

At the battle of Santiago, in 
Cuba, he insisted on being in 
the midst of the battle though 
he was very sick and had to be 
transported in an ambulance. 
When the battle seemed to be 
going badly, he bravely left the 
ambulance, dramatically leaped 
on a horse, and led a charge.

The charge was succeeding 
when Wheeler, slipping back 
into his youth, shouted exult­
antly to his men, “The Yankees 
are running! They’re leaving 
their guns!”

Later, when reminded of his 
slip of the tongue, he testily re­
plied, “What’s the difference? 
Anyone that shoots at me is a 
damn Yankee in my book!”

Although he became a loyal 
citizen after the Civil War he al­
ways remained proud of his ser­
vice to the Confederacy.

He later served in Congress 
and once, while debating a bill 
concerning Civil War cemetries, 
actually gave a speech while 
wearing his old Confederate 
uniform.

AA Major Medical 
Insurance Plan:

Doctor Office Copay, Drug Card 
and Dental. Medical, Dental, Life 
Insurance Available for indi­
vidual. Family, Business, Medi­
care Supplement Available for 
Age 65 and Up.
Short Term, effective immedi­
ately.
Ages 15 Days to 65.

256-859-7477
Alabama Ohly:

1-866-709-4908

“Do Lipton Tea employees 
take coffee breaks?”

Jeremy Stephens, Arab

Now there's another 
four-letter word 
associated with 

moving and storage.

Easy.
PODS is a whole new way 

to move and store that's a lot less 
stressful and a lot more conve­
nient. With PODS, you can take 
your time moving or storing your 
belongings. We deliver a POD 
right to your door, you pack it at 
your own pace and we deliver it 
anywhere coast to coast or to our 
dry and secure warehouse. It's 
that simple.

Consider it moving and stor­
age on your own terms, without 
the time-constraints, deadlines or 
cursing.

PODS
Portwtol*. On Storngc*

1-888-776-PODS
www.PODS.com

□

http://www.PODS.com
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NEW & CHEAP GOODS
at MOORE & JONES

In 1818 Huntsville was still a frontier town, where products 
had to be brought in from great distances with much hardship. 
The occasion of a new shipment of goods was an event eagerly 
lookedforward to by the town's citizens. With "hard currency" in 
short supply, many merchants were willing to trade their goods 
for cotton, as evidenced below by the ad that appeared tn an 
1818 edition of the Huntsville newspaper.

Have just received from Phila­
delphia and New York, and are 
now opening in the Brick store at 
the S. W. corner of the public 
square, an extensive & well se­
lected assortment of

MERCHANDISE,
Double Milled, Drab Blue 

Black & Grey Cashmeres, Su­
perfine Peleese cloths,

Double Milled Drab cloths,
Drab Coatings, bearskins 
Plain and negro Cottons 
Bambazines and Rattinetts
Boots and shoes well as­

sorted
Ladies dressing Cases & 

paint Boxes
Domestic stripes, plaids & 

ginghams, Damask and diapers
Table linen
Furniture dimity
Liverpool plates and dishes 
Sugar, Coffee, teas and 

spices
Irish whiskey, Rum, Brandy, 

and Wines
Molasses, Raisins and 

Almonds
Hardware and Cutlery well

assorted

Iron Castings and Salt
4 to 20 penny Cut & 

Wrought nails
A few kegs of horse shoe 

nails
All of which we are deter­

mined to sell unusually low, 
wholesale or retail for Cash or 
Cotton, and on their usual cred­
its to punctual men.

Country merchants and 
others desirous to have an addi­
tional assortment ar 5 particularly 
invited to call and judge for them­
selves.

Free Attorney Consultation for Bankruptcy
The Law Firm of

MITCHELL HOWIE
Legal Services - Probate - Estate Planning - Wills 

533-2400
No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal 

services performed by other lawyers.
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The Golden K Kiwanis
Awt OHIO Box 4M« ■ HuntsVfHa. Atattama 3M1S

Are you interested in helping to make a 
difference in the lives of Huntsville’s 
children?

O o

Are you interested in joining a civic 
organization?

o

o

X. o

Are you interested in joining a group 
composed of senior citizens?

If you answered yes to any of these 
questions we invite you to join the 
Golden K Kiwanis. For more information 
call Andy Karabinos at 881-4064

Our Motto - Young Children, Priority One - Our Goal - Helping Kids

Clyde Barclay - Donald Bishop - Bill Brown - Chuck Bobo 
Gordon Dison - Kinley Eittreim - Neil Cocker - Vic Grimes 

Jack Grosser - Bill Grunwald - Ed Hardin - Jesse Hopkins - Bill Ivy 
Andy Karabinos - Rand Lehman - Hartwell Lutz - Hank Mattern - Bob Middleton 

Hank Miller - Archie Murchie - Robert Overall - Wilbur Patterson 
Roscoe Roberts - Donald Royston - Bill Russell - Reggie Skinner 

Bob Smith - Walt Terry - John Vaughn - Jim Webb - Ray Weinberg - Jim White 
Jim Yeager - Sam Zeman
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News from
1878

Deadly Family Feud
Mathias Jolly was shot and instantly 

killed by Sam Green last Wednesday 
night at Brown’s Bend on the Tennessee 
River. The particulars so far as we were 
able to gather them from persons in the 
neighborhood are about as follows: It 
seems that Jolly and his wife, who is a 
sister of Green’s, fell out about some tri­
fling matter, when Jolly slapped her in 
the face. The wife told her brother what 
had happened, when he deliberately took 
down a rifle that was hanging in the boat, 
and when Jolly saw Green go for the gun 
he jumped off the boat to the shore and 
fled, but he had not gone more than 75 
yards before Green fired and the ball 
went through Jolly, killing him instantly. 
All the parties lived on a trading boat on 
the Tennessee River, Green is still at 
large, but the officers are in search of him.

Poison Brandy
The supposed poisoning of a 

young man named Childers has 
caused some excitement. The fact 
that he was at a grog-shop and, 
after taking a drink, complained 
of feeling badly, went home and 
suddenly died, seems to have 
caused the belief that he was poi­
soned.

The vendor of the brandy re­
fused to test the brandy after­
ward, by taking a drink himself. 
There are moments in the lives of 
many men when a drink will 
prove fatal.

Maurice Gant, BC-HIS 
Board Certified Hearing 

Instrument Specialist

Emergency Busted Pipes • Install New Faucets • Toilet Repair 
• Unclog Sinks and Bathtubs • Gas Piping • Water Heaters

Greenway Plumbing
a division of Conditioned Air Solutions, LLC

Got Water?

You can schedule your appointment by phone, fax, or email.
Ml M Call us today for anything plumbing! ~ ELJ

704-0605 • GreenwayPlumbing.com

Center for Hearing, LLC
7531 S. Memorial Parkway Suite C Huntsville, Al 35802

Phone (256) 489-7700

• Free Hearing Tests and Consultations
• Zero down financing with low payments
• Competitive pricing
• Service and repair of all brands and makes of aids
• Hearing aid batteries
• Appointments - Monday thru Friday from (8:00 am 

until 5:00 pm) and Saturday upon request

00508041

Devier Built Fine Homes
904 Bob Wallace Suite 210 Luxury Homes - Custom-Built Office (256) 533-0545
Huntsville, Al. 35801 0 kathydevier@yahoo.com . Fax (256) 533-0579

l/Ke specialize in the restoration & remodeling of Huntsville’s Historic homes. With over 
thirty years experience we can take the heartache out of your next remodeling project

GreenwayPlumbing.com
mailto:kathydevier@yahoo.com


A Miltary 
Funeral

During the Civil War, in 
1862, Union Army Captain 
Robert Elicombe was with his 
men near Harrison’s Landing in 
Virginia. The Confederate Army 
was on the other side of the nar­
row strip of land. During the 
night, Captain Elicombe heard 
the moans of a soldier who lay 
severely wounded on the field. 
Not knowing if it was a Union 
or Confederate soldier, the Cap­
tain decided to risk his life and 
bring the stricken man back for 
medical attention,

Crawling on his stomach 
through the gunfire, the Captain 
reached the stricken soldier and 
began pulling him toward his 
encampment. When the Cap­
tain finally reached his own 
lines he discovered it was actu­
ally a Confederate soldier, but 
the soldier was dead. The Cap­
tain lit a lantern, and suddenly 
caught his breath and went 

numb with shock. In the dim light 
he saw the face of the soldier. It 
was his own son, The boy had 
been studying music in the South 
when the war broke out, Without 
telling his father, the boy had en­
listed in the Confederate Army.

The following morning, heart­
broken, the father asked permis­
sion of his superiors to give his 
son a full military burial despite 
his enemy status, His request 
was only partially granted, The 
Captain had asked if he could 
have a group of Army band mem­
bers play a funeral dirge for his 

RENT for the ELDERLY, DISABLED and/or 
HANDICAPPED based on INCOME

(Section 8)

First Seventh-Day Adventist Towers 
*Stove *Refrigerator *Carpet *Drapes *Smoke Detectors 

♦Emergency call system *HVAC *Laundry ^Utilities Included

3409 Verona Avenue 
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 

(256) 852-5402 Monday - Friday
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son at the funeral, The request 
was turned down since the soldier 
was a Confederate. But, out of 
respect for the father, they did say 
they could give him only one mu­
sician. The Captain chose a bu­
gler. He asked the bugler to play 
a series of musical notes he had 
found on a piece of paper in the 
pocket of the dead youth’s uni­
form. This wish was granted

The haunting melody we now 
know as “Taps”, used at military 
funerals, was born,

Clift Sm
X3ltorney £lt gjju>

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury
* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A Job - It’s Our Mission”

920 Merchants Walk
Suite B
Huntsville, Al

(256) 534-4502 Office
(256) 534-4503 Fax

(256) 233-3328 (Athens)

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed 
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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Only One
Remains

By Tony Miller

Another one of my heroes 
died yesterday, January twenty 
ninth, my uncle Paul B. Miller 
passed away at the Tut Fann Vet­
erans home. He was eighty nine 
years old. He was one of seven 
Miller boys; my dad was one, from 
my grand parents Mose and Anna 
Miller. I know it's not special to you 
but when you consider the gen­
eration it very well should be to 
all of us. Of the seven Miller boys 
from Ryland, five were in World 
War II. '

My uncle Gib died last year 
in January. He was a Chief War­
rant Officer in the army and ac­
tually won a bronze star be­
fore he was critically wounded 
at St. Lowe France. He was in 
the wave of soldiers that stormed 

the beaches at Normandy along 
with Uncle Louis who also won 
the bronze star and was inducted 
into the Hall of Heroes in the Madi­
son County Court House. Uncle 
Gib was an expert in every weapon 
a man could carry, even the bayo­
net.

Uncle Paul was taken pris­
oner by the Chinese Commu­
nists in Korea and spent almost 
three years in a prison camp on 
the Manchurian border. My Dad, 
Frank, while in the war, barely 
escaped being killed by German 
tanks while he and his men took 
refuge in a German woman's 
basement. Later, after the war, he 
was a guard at the Nuremburg tri­
als. He died in nineteen ninety 
one.

Three other uncles have 
passed on, Louis, Joe and Rob­
ert, and each one was a hero in 
his own way. Robert, the oldest 
of the seven, w s the only 
brother that did not go to war. He 
stayed home and helped my grand

I R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC. |

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

General Contractors 
Residential & Commercial 

Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

"A Contractor You Can 
Trust”

Woody 
tlnd^rson 

Ford
On thy corner of 
Jordan Lang & 

Sparkman Drive

Yes, our trucks come 
with a rearview mirror.

256-539-9441
WW'rf.'Voodgande.reonford.eom

No, we haven't used 
it in 30 years. 
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parents farm. Uncle Joe was the biggest of the 
Miller brothers and had a nick name for every 
one he liked, if he didn't give you a nick name 
well....At his funeral the preacher of the church 
where Joe faithfully attended and cared deeply 
for said "If Joe Miller doesn't go to heaven, I don't 
stand a chance".

The brothers grew up in Madison County 
during the depression as poor share croppers, 
lots of times having only beans and potatoes, 
maybe on occasion they would kill a squirrel, 
a rabbit or yes (gulp)even a possum.

Most Christmases they would get apples, 
oranges, nuts or if lucky a pair of work shoes. 
The seven brothers grew to be legends around 
the Ryland community for their prowess at bas­
ket ball, for they were all well over six feet tall 
and played" country style" [hips and elbows] 
basket ball.

My dad's nineteen thirty seven Central School 
team won the county championship that year 
with my Daddy being the star center for them.

So now "only one remains", the youngest of 
the Miller seven, my Uncle Malcolm Miller who 
is a hero in his own right. He is known as 
Malcolm "High Pockets" Miller. He is an accom­
plished musician and song writer who has had 
several songs recorded. I saw him actually play 
four musical instruments at one time on stage, 
[guitar harmonica, cymbals [knees] and bass 
guitar [feet!]. He also spent his share of mili­
tary time in the Navy. I believe Uncle Malcolm 
is eighty one and I sure hope he lives to be a 
hundred or more. This generation needs heroes 
like these seven men.

“I was taking my canary to the vet, it got loose in 
the car and flew out the window. The next thing I 

saw was his rear end, and I crashed.”

Seen in recent accident report

A Merciful
Judge
A judge in Tennessee decided 

a jury went a little too far in 
recommending a sentence of 
5,005 years for a man they 
convicted of five robberies and a 
kidnapping. The judge reduced 
the sentence to 1,001 years.

“Families are like fudge - 
pretty sweet mostly, with 

a few nuts.”

Alpha EstateSales&Appraisais
Check our website for information on upcoming auctions.

Downsizing - Moving - Estate Liquidation -We Sell it All!

We sort, price, mark and sell all your items for you.

Bob Baker, H.S.C.A.,
Owner
Gary Lee Knight,
Sales Manager
Visit our website for 

upcoming sales 

www.alphaestatesales.con

Experience, Professionalism 
and Excellence to each of our 

customers

1214 Meridian Street (256) 536-3117Sam Keith, Huntsville

http://www.alphaestatesales.con
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Heard On 
the Street 

by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to Pat 
Martinson for being the first cor­
rect caller to identify the Photo of 
the Month for February. The 
handsome young man is Don 
Jennings, of Economy Floor 
Supports. Pat and his sweet wife 
Jane are owners of A/C Heating 
& Cooling. Jane is also an artist 
and Pat is a retired firefighter (he 
worked at the fire station from 
1971-2002). You are the winner, 
Pat!

Michael Sylvester, owner of 
MS Masonry, is sure one proud 
uncle. His beautiful neice, Jennie 
Brooke Stender, has a 9th birth­
day on March 26. She’s a 2nd 
grader at Westminister Christian 
Academy, and takes ballet at the 
North Alabama Dance Center. 
Her parents are John & Tammy 
Stender, Michael is Tammy’s 
brother. Happy Birthday to 
Jennie!

Marcheta Goodson Worley, 
of Altavista, died recently at 84. 
She was the daughter of Roland 
H. Goodson & Leona Belle Bain 
Goodson. Marcheta took up folk 
art painting as a young woman, 
and her motto was, “If it stands 
still, paint it!” We send our deep­
est condolensces to her son,

'^reating the very best communities...

Adams Alley • Clift’s Cove • Hampton Falls Apartment Community 
Heritage Plantation • Heritage Provence 

Heritage Station • Mt. Carmel by the River 
The Bridges on the River

.^he ultimate community...
MCMULLEN 
«j^bVE

Sandra Steele
President

ENF1NGER 
STEELE 

DEVELOPMENT

daughter, grandchildren and 
other friends and family.

They say that your life is a suc­
cessful one if you touch people 
along the way, if you impact or 
change the lives of others. One 
man who did that was Charles 
“Chuck” Owens. The people who 
were lucky to know him will never 
forget him. He was my Dad, and 
he died Feb. 14 at the age of 92. 
He leaves Annelie Owens, his 
wife of 62 years and my mom, a 
son Ken Owens, my brother, and 
Steph Troup, granddaughter, as 
well as grandson Brandon 
Owens, of Tucson, Az. We’ll 
always love you, Dad.

Paul Miller was 89 when he 
died at the Floyd E. “Tut” Fann 
Veterans home in Huntsville. 
Malcolm Miller ws his beloved 
brother and has written quite a 
bit about Paul. We send our deep­
est condolences to Paul’s family 
and many friends.

We found out something very 
interesting recently. WLRH Pub­
lic Radio here in Huntsville 

offers a Radio Reading Service to 
those who can no longer read the 
Huntsville Times, “Old Huntsville.” 
and other periodicals. Volunteer 
readers spend each day from 9- 
10am in reading selected stories 
to listeners. Many who are unable 
to read now will find this of much 
interest, and it is a service that is 
much needed.

In order to take part in this, a 
listener needs only to go by the 
Huntsville Public Library and 
pick up a special FM receiver, that 
is free of charge. Scott Passmore 
is the Volunteer Coordinator for 
the reading service, and we very 
much appreciate what he and 
WLRH are doing for those who can 
no longer read.

We want to wish a very 
special birthday to Lisa 
DeJarnatte, pretty wife of Dr. 
Ralph DeJarnatte. The doctor 
always does something special for 
his wife’s birthday, so we hope this 
year was no different!

Speaking of important birth­
days, Gale Nichols is celebrating 
the 6th anniversary of her 39th 
birthday on March 13. We wish 

Photo ol The Month
The first person to correctly 

identify the youngster below wins a 
1 -year complimentary subscription 
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502 

Hint: This little boy knows all 
about mortgages and banking.
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her the best birthday!

We talked with a really sweet 
guy recently. Jim Garner lives 
on Monte Sano and has some 
great memories of life on the 
mountain. We may be reading 
some stories from him soon!

It was sad to read that Reid 
Ace Hardware was closing its 
doors, after being in business on 
North Parkway since 1962. Many 
remember Joe Reid and his 
wife, Mary Gene, who ran the 
store for many years. Along with 
Terry’s Pizza, Eunice’s Kitchen 
and several other landmarks, 
this one says good-bye as well.

Kathy and Frank Ogle re­
cently celebrated their 39th an­
niversary. It’s hard to believe be­
cause Kathy looks not much 
older than 39! She works at the 
office of Dr. Ralph DeJarnatte.

Another March anniversary, 
of their first year of marriage, was 
celebrated by Jen & Dave Willie, 
who live in Nashville, Tn. but have 
friends here in Huntville. Happy 
anniversary to you two!

Jerri Smith recently cel­
ebrated a birthday. Jerri is the re­
tired lunch room manager at Ed 
White Middle School.

Susie Bryant’s brother Steve 
Parton Just became a grandfa­
ther. Connor Lee Parton is the 
baby boy of parents Jacob and 
Olivia Parton. When Connor gets 
a bit older he will hear many sto­
ries of the family’s history.

Mary Grimes, wife of Vic 
Grimes of the Golden K Kiwanis, 
passed away in February. We send 
our deepest sympathy to Vic and 
their family. Mary was one of 
those ladies who had a smile and 
a kind word for everyone.

We met a couple of really in­
teresting guys lately, who have 
been friends ever since high 
school. Huntsville High is hav­
ing an upcoming reunion and 
Robert Staggs is one of the 
graduates - he left Huntsville in 
1970. Robert’s son is Wes 
Staggs, here in Huntsville, who 

owns Realty One.
Harris Sims (Mickey) Moore, 

Jr. graduated from Huntsville High 
the same year as Robert and lives 
in Satellite Beach, Fl. He is origi­
nally from Huntsville and his 
grandfather, Robert A. Moore, 
was the telephone manager in 
Huntsville for 46 years, retiring in 
1926.

Ray Childers had been a resi­
dent at Skilled Nursing in Redstone 
Village and was born in 1914. He 
died at the age of 95 very recently, 
and leaves family and friends who 
will miss him so much.

Our friend Kathy Cotney 
emailed me to tell me that her 
daughter Jessica is a mom again! 
Jessica and husband Brian 
Grotewiel live in Missouri and 
have one daughter, Payton, who 
is 2 1/2. Kathy and Steve Cotney 
have another daughter, Tamra who 
is married to John Holder and 
they live in Covington, Ga. with 
daughter Noelle, who is 13.

Carla Stephens Sims wrote to 
us recently and, at 45, says she 
remembers many things in Hunts­
ville that others of her age group 
may remember - like the Super 
Slide near Parkway City, Jones 
Farm being filled with cows, Joe 
Davis as mayor. We look forward 
to reading Carla’s memories.

Ed Trentham and his sweet 
wife Ann celebrated Ed’s birthday 
recently - it was made even more 

Louie Tippett, Owned & Operated

UNITED CLEANING 
SERVICE

533-7163
209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville |

Specializing in: Carpet, Drapery & Upholstery, Oriental 
Rugs, Mini-Blinds, Removal of Unwanted Odors

fun because their daughter Susan 
Trentham-Owens was able to 
visit from Tucson, Arizona. Happy 
Birthday to you, Ed.

Have a good March, and 
remember to watch out for your 
older neighbors.

Discount Designer 
Shoes & Upscale 

Consignment Clothing

Olscount Oeslgner Shoes

Prada 
St. John 
Miu Miu 
Ferragamo 
Gucci 
Chanel
Valentino
Cole Haan
Stuart Weitzman A
Fendi
... And Many Mor

Five Points - Wellman Ave.
(256) 489-7837

UNITED
FIRE & WATER

DAMAGE

RESTORATION
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1 8-oz. pkg. hush puppy mix 
2/3 c. buttermilk
1 large egg
1 t. Cajun seasoning
1 11-oz. can Green Giant 

Mexicorn, well drained
1 c. vegetable oil
In a medium mixing bowl, 

place hush puppy mix, butter­
milk and egg, beat til well mixed. 
Add Mexicorn. In a 12” skillet, 
heat oil on medium high heat. 
Put one heaping tablespoon of 
fritter mix in at a time, leaving 
about an inch between each frit­
ter. Turn over to brown other 
side, be careful not to burn. 
Drain on paper towels and serve 
hot.

2-9 oz. boxes Frozen 
Green Giant Sugar Snap Peas

1/2 c. Honey Mustard 
dressing

1/4 c. pecan pieces
In a 2-quart saucepan heat 

the peas on medium heat for five 
minutes and thawed, drain well. 
Add the honey mustard dressing 
and pecans. Reduce heat to low 
and cover. Cook for 10 minutes 
and peas are heated through.

Mexicali Beef Casserole

1 - 16 oz. can refried beans
2 - 10 oz. cans Mexican style 

tomatoes, drained
1 large onion, diced
1/4 c. sliced green olives
4 oz. lean ground beef, broiled 

and drained
6 oz. 2% Monterey Jack 

Cheese or pepper jack cheese
4 T. chunky salsa
6 oz. Mission Tortilla strips
Preheat oven to 375 degrees. 

Spray a 9” non-stick frying pan 
with Pam. Cook onion til clear. In 
a large casserole dish, layer the 

beans, half of the tomatoes, 
onion, half of olives and salsa. 
Make next layer with ground beef, 
rest of tomatoes and olives. Top 
with cheese. Bake at 375 degrees 
for 30 minutes til hot and bubbly. 
Serve with tortilla strips and salsa 
on the side.

Old Dutch Apple Strudel

2 c. apples, peeled & sliced 
1/2 c. honey
2 t. cinnamon
11. lemon juice
1 T. butter
1 cup plain flour
1 c. sugar
11. baking powder
1/2 t. baking soda
1/2 t. salt
1 egg, beaten
Arrange apple slices in but­

tered baking dish. Drizzle honey 
over the apples and sprinkle with 
cinnamon and lemon juice. In a 
large bowl combine the flower, 
sugar, baking powder, soda and

EVERY
MONDAY

IS FAMILY 
NIGHT!
Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner. 
Featuring a full menu and the best 

country breakfast in town!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our 
new kid’s menu with each paid adult entree.

Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast 

8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

Kids Eat 
Free!
Every Monday night Kids Eat Free!

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS
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salt. Stir in the beaten egg until 
mixture is crumbly. Spoon mix­
ture over the apples and bake at 
350 degrees for 30-40 minutes 
and crust is golden brown.

amo s Alabama Cake

1/2 c. buttermilk
1 c. rolled oats, divided
2 sticks butter, room temp
1 c. dark brown sugar, packed
3 large eggs
1/2 c. molasses
11. vanilla extract
1/21. allspice
11. baking powder
1/2 t. salt
1 1/4 c. whole wheat flour 
1/2 c. unbleached, plain flour
1 large baking apple, peeled 

& cored, cut into small pieces
1 c. pecan pieces 
1/4 c. light brown sugar 
1/21. cinnamon
Caramel Sauce:
1/4 c. dark brown sugar
1 - 11 oz. pkg. butterscotch 

chips
2 T. butter
1 c. half n’ half
Vanilla ice cream
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

Spray a 9” spring form pan with 
Pam. In a small bowl combine the 
buttermilk and 3/4 cup of the 
rolled oats. Let soak while mixing 
other ingredients. In a 3 quart 
mixing bowl, cream butter and 

Tours - Parties - Luncheons - Meetings 
Anniversaries - Showers - Weddings - Receptions

Call (256) 489-9200 for Information and Reservations

dark brown sugar together. Add 
eggs, then molasses, vanilla and 
allspice.

Mix baking powder, salt and 
flours together. Add to the eggbut­
ter mixture with oatmeal and but­
termilk. Beat til well mixed and 
fluffy. Stir in the apple and pe­
cans, pour into the prepared pan.

Smooth over the batter and top 
with remaining 1/4 cup rolled oats, 
light brown sugar, and cinnamon. 
Bake for 1 hour and an inserted 
toothpick comes out clean. While 
cake is baking, melt sugar, butter­
scotch chips and butter together 
in a 1 quart saucepan over me­
dium heat. Stir til completely 
melted. Add the half n’ half, don’t 
let it boil. Cook til mixture coats a 
wooden spoon, keep warm. Poke 
holes in the baked cake and ladle 
two tablespoons of caramel sauce 
of the top of the cake, Remove 
spring form cake pan sides and 
let cool for 30 minutes, and cake 
can be cut with no crumbling.

Serve each piece of cake in 
serving bowls with a half cup of 
the caramel sauce poured over it, 
and a scoop of vanilla ice cream. 
Leftover sauce will keep in fridge 
for 2 days.

Helena Crutcher is the Activities 
Coordinator at Redstone Village/ 

Skilled Nursing. She loves to cook 
and often delights the residents 

with her flavorful dishes.

Workshops starting in 
April 2009 for all Ages

THE

PAMA
AGENCY 536-5200

Professional Academy of 
Modeling & Acting

Website: pamaagency.com
708 Andrew Jackson Way - Huntsville, Al 35801

Do'0
1^* Restaurant With

The Trains!

975-E Airport Road

883-7656
Country Cooking

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Mon. - Sat. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm 

Closed Sundays

pamaagency.com
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The Klan Rags
by Larry Weiss

When Louis Miller, owner of the Tennessee Poultry 
and Hide Company, arrived at work one morning some­
time in the 1920s his attention was riveted by a crude 
handwritten notice nailed to the front door. “GET OUT 
OF TOWN, [signed] KU KLUX KLAN.”

Feelings of shock, anger and disappointment clouded 
his mind as he read and then reread the scrap of paper.

He had thought America was going to be different.
Many years later Miller told his son Buddy, how he 

felt after he read the notice: “I was mad as hell. I had 
traveled half way around the world to find a place where 
I could live in freedom, and I’ll be damned if I was going 
to let those sons of b.... s run me out of Huntsville!”

Miller had immigrated to the United States in 1913. 
“Ever since I could remember, I wanted to leave Russia 
and come to America,” he would tell his children in later 
years. In the Czar’s Russia, Jews were periodically at­
tacked by anti-Semitic thugs who stole property, burned 
homes and businesses, and vented their hate by mur­
dering Jews. Louis only had a seventh grade education 
by the time he arrived in New York because anti-Jewish 
quotas in Minsk schools prevented him during some 
years from attending class.

Miller later said that the most beautiful sight he had

Cafe <Ber(in
APERITIFS

e

It's European!
964 Airport Road • 880 9920

ever seen was the Statue of Liberty as the ship 
which brought him to the United States pulled 
into the harbor of New York. The statue rep­
resented a dream that he had ever since he 
was “old enough to think.” He wanted to come 
to this country, and now he was here. Free­
dom from quotas and murdering gangs. Here
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than your daughter!
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he was in America!

His father had been a Melamed in Minsk, Rus­
sia - a teacher who taught young boys Hebrew. It 
was an honorable profession, but very poorly paid. 
Just before Louis left Minsk to come to America, 
his father said to him: ‘We have a lot of famous 
Rabbis and people well known in our family. If you 
change your name as most people do when they 
go to America, nobody will know who you are.”

Label Mishkind - Louis Miller’s name at birth - 
promised his dad that he wouldn’t change his 
name in America. It turned out, though, that Label 
couldn’t keep his promise. He stayed with his older 
brother in Brooklyn who had already American­
ized his own name to “Miller” when he first came 
to this country. Before Label could speak English 
people had already started calling him “Louis Miller” 
because of his brother. After some time, Label 
Mishkind legally changed his name to Louis Miller 
because everybody called him that anyway.

Miller thrived in the freedom of the new land. 
By day he worked for his brother who owned a 
small candy store, and by night he went to school 
to learn English and take citizenship classes. Pa­
tiently, he studied, worked and saved his money, 
determined to become an Ameri- _______________
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can citizen. He had already ful­
filled the dream for which genera­
tions of his family had prayed - 
he was in a country where a per­
son was judged by his own merit 
and free to practice his own reli­
gious beliefs.

After a few years in New York, 
Louis ventured out to Paris, Ten­
nessee, to visit a sister who lived 
there. His first exposure to South­
ern culture came as somewhat of 
a shock. He later laughed as he 
told the story of how people he 
passed in the railroad station 
would smile and say, “Good 
morning, how are you.” As he 
walked down the street complete 
strangers greeted him in a 
friendly manner. This was quite 
unusual, but certainly pleasant 
for the young emigrant.

Miller chuckled in later years 
as he remembered his feelings, “I 
thought I must have looked like 
somebody they know, otherwise 
they wouldn’t be speaking to me. 
In New York people who lived next 
door to each another rarely spoke 
to one another, much less corn­
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plete strangers.”

After Miller realized it had not 
been a case of mistaken identity, 
but rather that the South was sim­
ply a friendlier place than New 
York, he decided to settle here. 
Traveling down to Decatur, Ala­
bama, he quickly found a job, and 
sent his brother a telegram ask­
ing him to pack up his stuff and 
send it south.

Hard work and attention to 
details soon made Miller a 
prized employee, and when his 
boss purchased another com­
pany in Huntsville in 1918, he 
asked Miller to manage it for 
him. The company, named the 
Tennessee Poultry and Hide 
Company, dealt in items such 
as poultry, hides, eggs, furs, wild 
roots, scrap iron, and wiping 
rags. The store quickly became 
a boon to the community and 
began to prosper. For many of 
the rural farmers it proved to 
be a blessing in the off season 
when they were unable to farm. 
Whole families would gather 
ginseng and run trap lines for 
furs which Miller bought, often 
providing the only income they 
had during the winter months.

The community soon learned 
that Miller was a fair man, paying 
fair prices and keeping his word. 
In time, his reputation literally 
became the business, a fact that 
his employer probably realized 
when he agreed to sell the com­
pany to Miller.

Louis Miller was an asset to 
his adopted hometown. He 
joined the local Temple, became 
active in community affairs and 
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was an outspoken advocate of the 
individual right to freedom.

Unfortunately he was so out­
spoken he soon came to the at­
tention of the local Ku Klux 
Klan.

Huntsville’s original Klan 
had been founded in 1867 as a 
means to combat the conse­
quences of Reconstruction. In 
1872, after a Congressional 
hearing held in Huntsville ex­
posed many of its brutalities, 
the Klan disbanded only to rear 
its ugly head again in the early 
1900s in response to the release 
of the film, “Birth of a Nation.”

By 1920 the Klan had become 
a powerful organization in Hunts­
ville. They had their own laws and 
government and even conducted 
their own trials. They had be­
come, as one historian put it so 
aptly, “the invisible government.”

Businessmen felt they had to 
belong in order to lo business, 
and politicians fell they had to 
belong in order to do politics. 
Even if you did not agree with 
them, the local wisdom was that
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it was better to keep your mouth shut. In a 
perverse fairness it must be stated that the 
local Klan did not discriminate - they hated 
everyone equally - Blacks, Jews, foreigners, 
and Northerners.

Miller fitted most of the above criteria, 
a fact that the Klan quickly realized.

Louis Miller hated the Klan, and he 
publicly took issue with them. He simply 
could not understand how, in a land of 
the free, a group of bigoted night-riders 
could intimidate a whole community. In 
his anger at the Klan he said in public 
more than a few times that, one day, he 
was going to buy those Klan robes and 
tear them up into wiping rags.

He had no idea at the time of how pro­
phetic his words would prove. Miller’s 
threats infuriated the Klan who soon put 
out word that he was a marked man.

After finding the Klan eviction notice 
on his door, Miller sent word to the Klan 
leaders that if they came after him, he would 
be ready for them. At five-foot-four he was 
not physically a very imposing man, and he 
wasn’t really a very good shot, either. How­
ever, at that time there was a shooting gal­
lery next door to the Tennessee Poultry and 
Hide Company. Every day Louis visited the 
gallery, plunked down his money, and prac­
ticed shooting with rifles and pistols. After a 
while he became a superb marksman, a fact 
he made sure that everyone knew. He also
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made sure that the Klan realized 
that if they came after him, they 
might get him, but they were likely 
to lose some of their own in the 
process.

Still, despite his bravado, he 
realized the danger. He constantly 
kept a gun close by, at work and 
at home. His orders to his wife 
were: “If anybody knocks at night 
when I am not at home, don’t open 
the door.” Not knowing when the 
Klan might come after him, Miller 
would answer the door with a rifle 
or pistol in hand.

The citizens of Huntsville 
probably expected a 
bloody confrontation, most 
likely ending with someone 
lying dead in the streets, 
but suddenly, for no ap­
parent reason, the Klan 
stopped its harassment of 
Miller. It would be years 
before he ever knew the 
reason why.

Miller had a few friends 
and business acquaintan­
ces who were also mem­
bers of the Klan, and it was 
one of them who eventually 
told him the whole story.

The Huntsville Klan 
had put Louis Miller on 
trial in absentia at a spe­
cial Klan meeting called for 
that purpose. Louis was 
charged with speaking in 
public against the Klan. 
Among other specific ex­
amples, he was charged 
with insulting the Klan by 
threatening repeatedly in 
public to tear its robes into 
wiping rags.

The tried was a major 
event in the local Klan 
community. Both a pros-
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ecuting attorney and a defense 
attorney were designated. The 
man who eventually told Louis the 
story offered to serve as defense 
attorney. Klan members in the 
hall were the jury.

When it came time during the 
trial for the defense attorney to 
say his piece, he argued, “I’ve 
known Louis Miller for a number 
of years. In fact I’ve known him 
ever since he came to Huntsville. 
He left Russia to find a place of 
freedom -1 know that because he 
told me. Yes, he is in disagreement 
with the Klan. Louis Miller has a 
right to speak against us just as 
any other American does. He even 
has the right to speak against his 
government, but he is speaking 
against the Klan. I don’t find that 
to be anything he should be put 
on trial for. I don’t think it is

wrong.”
During his summation the 

defense attorney made his point 
as strongly as he could: “I joined 
the Klan because I thought it was 
a worthwhile organization but, 
I’m submitting my resignation 
from the Klan tonight, because 
I don’t feel like it is the kind of 
organization I need to belong to.”

He did resign, and eventually 
he told Louis about the trial. In 
part because one solitary person 
had dared to oppose the Klan, it 
quickly began losing public sup­
port. Members drifted away and 
in a few years the Huntsville Klan 
had almost disappeared.

The story might have ended 
there if it had not been for a 
phone call Miller received in the 
early 1930s.

“Louie, are you still dealing
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in wiping rags?”

Miller, thinking it was just 
another business call in an al­
ready hectic day replied, “Yes, if 
the price is right.”

The caller went on to explain 
the purpose of his call. “I’ve been 
renting a meeting hall to the Ku 
Klux Klan, but they haven’t been 
active for a couple of years and 
they haven’t been paying any 
rent. I’m going to have to rent it 
to somebody else, but I got a 
bunch of their old robes on the 
floor in a pile in the meeting hall, 
and I was just wondering if you 
would be interested in buying 
them.”

Remembering his threats 
years earlier to sell the Klan’s 
robes as wiping rags, he tried 
to control his excitement. “Where 
are you now?” asked Miller.

The caller replied, “I’m at the 
meeting hall,” and gave Louis the 
address. The rag buyer was al­
ready grabbing for his hat and 
coat as he yelled into the phone, 
“Don’t you leave! I’ll be there in 
ten minutes. I’ll buy them from 
you. I’ll buy them all from you!”

On the short trip to the now 
defunct meeting hall he began 
having second thoughts about 
the price, “I want to buy them, 
but there’s only so much I can 
pay for them to make them into

“I feel like I’m diagonally 
parked in a parallel 

universe.”

Glen George, Arab
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Writers
Send us your memories to be 

published in Old Huntsville magazine.
Stories must be about Huntsville 

and have factual basis. Please do not 
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wiping rags.” But then he thought 
about what was really important 
to him. “It doesn’t make any dif­
ference,” he thought to himself, 
“no matter what he wants for 
them, I’m going to pay that. I’m 
going to get them. I’m going to do 
what I said I was going to do.”

So Louis Miller, Jewish dealer 
in wiping rags, soon showed up
at the former Klan meeting 
hall to buy a pile of Klan 
robes. With little dickering, 
the deal was struck. They 
shook hands with Louis tell­
ing the seller, “I’ll send two 
or three men to the hall in 
about an hour to pick up 
the robes and I’ll send you 
a check today.”

Actually, if it had not 
been for the hate the robes 
represented they would 
have been quite attractive. 
Made out of white linen, the 
robes were decorated with 
large colorful embroidered 
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dragons and Celtic crosses.
If people were wondering what 

a Jewish dealer wanted with Klan 
robes they soon found the answer. 
Every morning Miller would have 
an employee push a pallet loaded 
with Klan robes out to the space 
between the sidewalk and the 
street. They would remain there 
all day, every day as a reminder
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to people of what the robes really 
were - simply a pile of discarded 
rags.

Miller often sat in his office 
watching the reactions of people as 
they walked by. The robes were in 
a pile, but you could tell what they 
were because all of the embroi­
dered Klan emblems. Some people 
would stare. Some would do a 
double-take. Some people simply 
hung their heads and pretended 
not to see the pile.

After a couple of months of dis­
playing the robes, a friend of 
Miller’s called. “Louie,” the friend 
said, “I know that you said you 
were going to buy these robes and 
make them into wiping rags, and I 
know you’ve had a lot of fun dis­
playing them. But, you know, I was 
a member of the Klan. Don’t you 
think you’ve had enough fun with 
those robes now?”

Miller responded to his friend’s 
question with a question of his 
own:

“Let me ask you this; are you 
asking me, or are you telling me?” 
His friend gently, and probably 
sheepishly, replied, “I’m asking 
you.”

Louis said, “Well, OK, but if 
you were “telling” me, those damn 
things would stay on display for 
years! But we’ll take them in and 
I’ll do what I said I’d do with them.”

One day, shortly after he 
agreed to stop displaying the 
robes, Louis received a call from 
a widow woman who was a friend 
of his and who had heard about 
the robes.

“Louie,” she asked, “what are 
you going to do with the embroi­
dered emblems?”

“Well, I guess I’ll have to take 
those off before we make them 
into wiping rags.” The robes were

There were never as many 
log cabins in this country 
as politicians claiming to 
have been born in one. 

made out of first class white cot­
ton, and they would make a pre­
mium grade of wiping rag.

The widow woman then ex­
plained her proposition. “If you 
send those uniforms out to my 
house, I’ll take the emblems off 
them, and all you’ll have to do is 
wash them and tear them up into 
wiping rags. I won’t charge you 
anything, but I want the em­
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blems.”
Miller quickly agreed to the 

deal and had an employee take the 
robes out to her house.

One day, long after Louis got 
the robes back without the em­
blems, and long after all the Klan 
robes had been torn into wiping 
rags, Louis got a call from his 
friend, the widow woman. “Come 
by the house sometime and I’ll
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show you what I did with the emblems.”
A few hours later Miller was standing in the lady’s 

house, in awe of her creation. Transforming the sym­
bols of hate into a thing of beauty, she had sewn a 
gorgeous patchwork quilt out of the emblems. The 
biggest emblem was in the middle, surrounded by 
the next biggest emblems, and those surrounded by 
the next biggest in swirling, colorful profusion to the 
very edges of the quilt. As he stared at the women’s 
extraordinary creation he said, half to himself, “you 
know, I would haver never thought that something so
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bad could be turned into something so beautiful.”

The daughter of the woman who made the 
quilt now has it, and she still lives in Huntsville. 
Louis Miller, the young man who emigratedfrom 
Russia in search of freedom, died in 1966. The 
Tennessee Poultry and Hide Company is now 
known as L. Miller & Son, Inc., and is operated 
by Louis’ son, Buddy, and Buddy’s son, Sol.

Old Time Remedies
* To cure a fever, climb a tree with your hands 

(not using your feet). Then jump out to leave your fever 
in the tree.

* If you suffer from cold feet, put red pepper pods 
in your shoes, at night put the pepper in your socks.

* If your dog is startled by a sudden noise, calm 
him by gently stroking his ear between your thumb and 
forefinger.

* For a case of yellow jaundice, catch nine lice 
from someone’s head and eat them.

* For lethargy and low grade fever, boil apple, 
cherry and dogwood tree bark together and drink the 
tea.

* If you get chiggers, put salt and butter on the bites 
and it will kill the chiggers.

* If someone in the family has chicken pox, one of 
the family should drive the chickens in the front door 
and out the back door. This will cure the person who is 
sick.

* If your dog is feeling especially nervous, put on 
some relaxing music for him like Bach’s “Brandenburg 
Concertos.”

(These remedies are meant for your entertainment only - 
certainly don’t be jumping out of trees!)
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The Mystery of Laidie Lee
by Durwood White

The cool evening breeze rustled the branches of the trees, as 
my wife and I strolled along Row 9 in Section 4 of Maple Hill 
Cemetery. Suddenly with great surprise and excitement we spot­
ted a tombstone on the corner of a blacktop intersection.

The statue stood about 4 feet, or it would have if the figure 
atop the base had not been missing. We were struck by the intri­
cate carvings of flowers and vine that entwined the missing baby's 
feet; yet, more confused by the name chiseled in the marble plaque 
affixed in the base: Laidie Lee. We wondered why there were no 
birth or death dates, as the monument was a lovely, expensive 
one.

Now let me clarify this story of how we found ourselves in 
Maple Hill Cemetery looking for this precise grave. My wife re­
members walking through the cemetery with her mother and 
being told the story. They would stop at the little grave and look 
at the pretty angel. My wife told me a fascinating story of how 
this little Laidie Lee is intertwined in the roots of her family 
ancestry. I will relate that story to you, thereby hoping to solve 
the mystery of Laidie Lee.

Where shall we begin? Two distant families had merged in 
Triana, Alabama in the early years of 1800. The following his­
tory has been verified and some details are written in a 
historical search narrative written by Nancy Mitchell 
Nilsson, entitled "From These Roots." In that disserta­
tion Ms. Nilsson describes a word-of-mouth history
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from Anna Lou Toney, an elder 
aunt whom she calls 'Big Sis'. 
Much of the Toney Family his­
tory - one wing of the Laidie Lee 
mystery - and the Rogers Fam­
ily that follows are summarized 
from Ms. Nilsson's narrative.

Edmund Toney was born 
April 11, 1805, in Virginia. 
Around 1818-1820 he and his 
two brothers moved to the 
Triana community in North Ala­
bama. Edmund had a phenom­
enal business mind and ac­
quired a great amount of land 
in the Tennessee Valley. There 
are surviving deeds and land 
records that Edmund acquired 
by buying up unpaid loans, 
while amassing a large cotton 
dynasty.

At the peak of Triana's early 
history, the city population 
bustled at 1,000, a thriving, 
prosperous city on the banks of 
the Tennessee River. Among 
Triana's most prosperous citi­
zens were the three Toney broth­
ers, Harris, Caleb, and 
Edmund, the oldest.

Now we shift to the 
entry of the Rogers fam­
ily branch and little 
Laidie Lee. Back in Vir­
ginia, Edmund's mother 
had died leaving young 
children without a care­
taker. Edmund rushed 
back to Virginia to settle 
the family's affairs. In 
the process, he acquired 
the services of a lady 
named Adelaide Lee 
Rogers of Philadelphia 
to be his governess and 
housekeeper.

Mrs. Rogers, a 
widow, came bag and 
baggage to the Toney 
home with her three 
children, John, James 
and Mary. A romance or 
mutual arrangement 
produced a marriage be­
tween Edmund Toney 
and Mary Rogers on No­

vember 26, 1839. Mary was 
born in Pennsylvania October 
18, 1824 and was only 15. 
Edmund was 34.

Mary Rogers was suddenly 
and gloriously rich, the wife of 
a wealthy planter and mogul of 
cotton, and a much older hus­
band. She took several trips 
abroad and came home with a 
painter who painted some of the

* Specializing In Caring For Persons With 
Dementia & Alzheimers

DETA - Certified Staff For Dementia and Alzheimers’s 

*24 Hour Supervised Care 

‘Respite Care
Medications Administered By Nurse 

‘Assistance As Needed 

‘Transportation 

‘Daily Planned Activities 

3621 Winchester Rd., New Market

Help Is 
vailable.

For All Your Real Estate Needs

Over 25 Years Experience in 
Huntsville & Madison County

MARY ELLE.NL/S'PEIERS

256.797.0203 
www.MaryEllenPeters. com

KELLER WILLIAMS
REALTY
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Huntsville, AL 35801
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portraits now retained in cur­
rent descendent homes. 
Edmund had let her have her 
way, his mind clouded with 
business details of land, loans, 
and slaves. Mary, a well edu­
cated city girl, wanted to live in 
the city, so Edmund purchased 
a home on Randolph Street, 
known today as the President's 
home. The Toneys were one of

- service above and beyond your expectations

ELLE.NL/S'PEIERS
http://www.MaryEllenPeters
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the first families to live there.

Where does Laidie Lee enter the maze of 
relatives? According to family stories, Laidie 
Lee was a 5-year old cousin possibly named 
for her grandmother (or relative), Adelaide 
Lee Rogers. Instead of being called Adelaide, 
she was called Laidie (pronounced Lady). On 
a visit to the Toney home with the Rogers 
family she became sick and died.

Laidie Lee is still a mystery - who were 
her parents, when did she die, what was the 
sickness that took her youthful life?

Her only known family is buried in Maple 
Hill Cemetery: John Lee Rogers, born in 
Philadelphia May 4. 1826, died in Huntsville 
April 27, 1869; Adelaide Rogers, born in New 
York June 20. 1802, died in Huntsville De­
cember 31, 1867; and, James N. B. Rogers, 
born in Philadelphia October 4, 1828, died 
at Camp Chase January 28, 1865.

If you are ever in Maple Hill Cemetery, let 
me ask you to take a journey past the corner 
of Row 9, Section 4, and take a moment to 
remember little Laidie Lee.

Perhaps the soft breeze rustiing the maple 
trees will mesmerize you, and cause you to 
think of the many lost histories hidden in 
the Tennessee Valley.

Recipe For Polk Salat
1 good-sized garbage bag of young poke 

salat leaves (no stems)
1/2 cup bacon drippings (or more to taste) 
water
1 chopped onion
4-5 eggs
Cook your greens in boiling water til done. 

Drain water and put back on stove. Cook 

some more on low, then remove greens from pot. Add 
chopped onion to small amount of water in pan, add 
greens. Cook till onions are done. Squeeze out the wa­
ter with your hands, tenderly. Heat up some bacon drip­
pings in pail.

When hot, put greens and chopped onion in pan 
with grease. Add salt and pepper to taste, serve with 
pepper sauce.

For FasIhons FiNishiNq Touch...

The little things really do count. 
Earrings, a belt, bag, hat or pin are the 

little things that complete the big 
picture of fashions.

75% off sale on 
selected winter items!

New Spring Merchandise 
arriving weekly

539-3876
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* Teachers each day will fill lamps, clean 
chimneys and trim wicks.

* Each teacher will bring a bucket of water 
and scuttle of coal for the day’s lessons.

* After 10 hours in school, the teachers should 
spend the remaining time reading the Bible or other 
good books.

* Women teachers who marry or engage in 
unseemly conduct will be dismissed.

* Any teacher who smokes, uses liquor in 
any form, frequents pool or public halls or gets 
shaved in a barber shop will give good reason to 
suspect his worth, intentions, integrity and honesty.

* Make your pens carefully; you may whittle 
nibs to the individual tastes of the pupils.

* Men teachers may take one evening each 
week for courting purposes or two evenings a week 
if they go to church regularly.

* Every teacher should lay aside from each 
pay a goodly sum of his earnings for his benefit 
during his declining years so that he will not be­
come a burden on society.

* The teacher who performs his labors faith­
fully and without fault for 5 years will be given an 
increase of 25 cents per week, providing it is 
approved by the board of education.

• Install New Lights • Repair Electrical Outlets • Add Outlets
• Upgrade your Breaker Panel • Install Ceiling Fans • Install Generators 

g^Focus Electrical
a division of Conditioned Air Solutions, LLC

You can schedule your appointment by phone, fax, or email.
HI Call us today for anything electrical! “ El. 3

852-3274 • FocusElectricalService.com

SOUTHERN u EXTERIORS
Specializing in caring for your yard

Mowing
Trimming
Edging
Mulching
Flower Bed

Restoration
Debris Removal*

For Free Estimates

656-5487

FocusElectricalService.com
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Working at 
Sterchi’s 
Furniture 
Store

Betty Miller Lewis

The year was 1956 when I 
went to Sterchi's furniture store 
to buy a bedroom suite. The 
proper name was Sterchi Broth­
ers Stores, Inc; the home office 
was located in Knoxville, TN. 
The store was located at the cor­
ner of Clinton and Jefferson 
streets. This is the present site 
of Downtown Storage. Almost 
everyone back then would buy 
their merchandise on credit and 
pay it weekly or monthly and so 
I charged my purchase. In or­
der to do this, I had to talk to 
Mr. Ed Allen, the office manager, 
to get my credit approved. Dur­
ing this process, Mr. Allen 
asked me if I would be inter­
ested in coming to work for 
Sterchi's. I was working at a 
small sheet metal firm located 
on what was then Marion Street 
and making about $20.00 per 
week. Working at Sterchi's was 
a big step for me because I 
would be making twice the sal­

ary.
The credit department was 

supervised by Mr. Ed Allen, 
credit manager, and Mr. Harold 
Bragg, assistant credit manager. 
Jack Kiper, Ted Goosby, James 
Lamb, and Tommy Lee, were 
also assistant credit managers 
during the years that I was there. 
Those that I remember working 
in the credit department were 
Alta "Sissie" Trotman, Lucy 
Gray, Joyce Worley, Mary 
Childress, Alice Whitt, Ruby 
Luna Mooney, Barbara Ross, 
Melba Lindsey Puryear, Brenda 
Elmore, Florence Longmuir, 
Judy Copeland, Frances Cagle, 
and Betty Jo Watson.

I began as cashier and on 
Saturdays we would really be 
busy. Most people came in on that 
day to pay on their bill which 
would be anywhere from $ 1.25 to 
$2.50. This was a lot of money 
back then. One day, this lady came 
to the cashier's window and said 
that she wanted to pay on "Odell's 
baby buggy." Now, who was 
Odell? I had no idea, but after get­
ting her last name, I took her pay­
ment. One Saturday afternoon, 
Elvis Presley's father, Vernon, 
came in to get change for the park­
ing meter. He had married a lady 
from Huntsville and was here vis­
iting family. We were really excited 
to see him as though he was a 
movie star.

The store manager at that 
time was Mr. Carl Woodall. After 

he retired, Mr. W.E. Petty replaced 
him. Mr. John Robinson was as­
sistant store manager. One day, 
Mr. Robinson was showing some 
of us a new chair that had come 
in and when he sat in it, it turned 
over backwards and he went over

GLASS
For Any Purpose 
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FOR—

Table Tops 
Dressers 

Radio Tables 
Desks 
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Counters 

Etc!

AH edge* mruund 
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Glass & Paint Co.

(Original ad from Jan.30,1940)

Offering
Historical Quality 
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534-2621 
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Willow Run Adventist Apartments
LIVING QUARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY

* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
* Convenient to Madison Square Mall
* Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units)
* Transportation provided to Grocery Store opportunity

* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until aVter completion of the 
application process

. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your 
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to 
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

1915 Rideout Drive, Huntsville, Alabama 35806 (256) 830-1046



with it; he was so embarrassed. 
The furniture salesmen that I re­
member were Elmer Quick, 
Harvey Parks, James Reed, 
John Gingrich, Clifton Jones, 
Joe Allen, H.E. VanHooser, Gor­
don Gilbreath, and Cloyd 
Steelman. I remember that Mr. 
Steelman could really sell the 
furniture, maybe more than all 
the others put together. Those 
in the shipping and appliance 
repair departments, supervised 
by Mr. Thomas McKay, were J.C. 
Lawrence, Bud Young, Wendell 
Putman, Eddis Brown, Billy 
Haga, Red Worley, and George 
Fields. Mr. Bill Woodall had a 
small TV repair shop located 
back near the shipping depart­
ment.

Mr. William T. "Solly" 
Solman and Mr. Pierce Walker 
were over the jewelry depart­
ment. Also working in jewelry 
was Ms. Hilda Ward and two or 
three other ladies whose names i 
don’t remember.

Sometimes the store would 
stay open at night for special sales. 
A small gift would be given to the 
customer who bought furniture. 
We in the office would be given 
whatever gift was given to the cus­
tomer. I still have a glass bowl 
shaped like an army helmet and 
a little plastic box with various 
sizes of tacks and nails. On one 
of these nights the gift was a salt 
and pepper shaker. It was shaped 
like an egg, with one half for pep­
per and the other half for salt. Mr.

Robinson, the assistant manager, 
had only one half of an egg left and 
rather than not give anything, he 
gave the half egg.

During the early 50's, Sterchi's 
sponsored a 30-minute radio pro­
gram every afternoon at 4:30 on 
WBHR called "Sterchi's Jambo­
ree." I don't remember just when 
the program ended, but one day 
this irate lady called the store and 
wanted to know why there was no 
longer a jamboree; she 
was really upset.

We would have a 
coffee break in the 
morning and another 
one in the afternoon. 
Some of the places that 
we went on break were 
the Ritz cafe, Central 
cafe, Post Office cafe, 
Humphrey's drug store, 
Crystal drug store, and 
Grant's lunch counter, 
all of which were in the 
vicinity of the store.

Back then, all 
stores downtown 
closed on Wednesday 
afternoons and stayed 
open on Thursday 
nights until 8:00 p.m. 
Mr. Carl Woodall had a 
house on the lake near

DI RTS USTERS
CLEANING & RESTORATION

256-536-7569
Carpet Cleaning - Pressure Washing - Water Damage
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Guntersville where Sterchi em­
ployees held their annual picnic 
on Wednesday afternoons after 
the store closed. This was always 
a lot of fun, with good food and 
swimming. I don't remember any­
one having a boat.

Sterchi's opened two other 
branch stores; one in Scottsboro 
and one in Fayetteville, TN. Some 
of us who worked in the office 
helped in the grand opening of 

BUYING OLD 
FISHING LURES

I want to buy older and 
newer fishing lures and 
fishing related items

Call Steve in Decatur 
Home - 256-432-2688
Cell - 256-318-3867 <

THE
ERET
SHOP

Guitar • Banjo
Mandolin

Sales • Instruction 
Repair

309 Jordan Lane 
Huntsville, AL 35805 

Tel: (256) 430-4729 
’ Fax: (256) 430-1081 www.dirtbustersrestoration.com

http://www.dirtbustersrestoration.com
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those stores. I remember that Ms. 
Helen Ventress was credit man­
ager at the store in Fayetteville 
and I recently saw her obituary 
in the newspaper.

Every Christmas we would 
get a large "laying mash" sack 
of goodies (apples, oranges, 
bananas, nuts, and candy). Back 
then, the Christmas parade was 
held at night around 5:00 p.m. 
We would go up on the second 
floor of the building and watch 
the parade. We had a very good 
view of the parade below.

In those days, a lot of the 
barns across the country would 
have signs painted on them such 
as "See Rock City." Sterchi's had 
one that read "It cost less for 
the best at Sterchi's," painted in 
orange, black, and white letters.

I got married in 1957 and 
moved to Winchester, TN where 
my husband worked at AERO in 
Tullahoma. About 10 months 
later, Mr. Allen called me about 
coming back to work at Sterchi's. 
In the meantime, my husband got 
a job at Marshall Space Flight 
Center and we moved back to 
Huntsville and I went back to 
work at Sterchi's.

J R W Construction, Inc

MIKE A. WEST
REMODELING

Commercial &
Residential

Professional
Design Builder

Over 28 years Experience

Most of the people who 
worked there when I did have 
passed away; the most recent be­
ing Mr. W.T. Solmon. Mr. Cloyd 
Steelman is the only salesman; 
Mr. J.C. Lawrence, the only one 
in the shipping department, and 
all of those in the credit depart­
ment are still living with the ex­
ception of Alta Troutman and Flo­
rence Longmuir. I left there in 
1963 for a job on Redstone Arse­
nal. Sterchi's eventually sold out 
to Heileg-Myers furniture that 
later went out of business. I have 
a lot of fond memories working 
with the Sterchi family and an era 
long gone.

“Time may be a great healer, 
but it’s a lousy beautician.”

Pam Smith, Huntsville

Visit Park Supply for 
all your plumbing 

needs
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DOOR HARDWARE 
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Blinds, Shutters, Drapery, 
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Roman Shades & More
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Visit us at:

www.randsblinds.com

In Business Since 1963
200 Weschase - Huntsville

539-6801
Park Supply Co.

4736 Commercial Drive. (256) 837-4036
www:parksupplycompany.com

http://www.randsblinds.com
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Want to Buy
I am looking for a magazine that 

the YMCA put out about West Hunts­
ville in 1925. It is dark green in color, 
about 25 pages, 10x12 inches and I 
would appreciate anyone letting me 
know if they have one, two or three of 
these magazines.

I would buy them, if they are still 
available.

Please call 534-0502 and Cathey 
will get in touch with me.

Regards,
Newman Ward, California

An Honest

First
Presbyterian

Church
307 Gates Avenue 

Huntsville, Al
An Historic Church 

Meeting Today’s Needs

Join us Sundays 
8:30 AM

Gideon-Blackburn House 
across street

10:30 AM
Main Sanctuary

(256) 536-3354
Dr. Darryl Goldman, Interim Pastor

Mayor
Huntsville Mayor, R.E. Smith, and 

J. Emory Pierce, editor of the local 
newspaper, were involved in an alter­
cation yesterday after meeting on the 
streets and exchanging insults.

The Mayor had taken exception to 
certain articles recently printed in the 
newspaper, and af ter meeting Emory 
on the sidewalks in front of the court­
house, took the opportunity to voice 
his displeasure.

One witness claimed the mayor 
made certain remarks about Emory’s 
ancestry, whereas the editor promptly 
began thrashing him with a walking 
cane. The pugilists were separated by 
onlookers before either could inflict 
serious injury.

The mayor fined himself ten dol­
lars in city court the next morning for 
losing his temper and Emory has pub­
licly announced he will support an­
other candidate in the next election.

WE BUY 
SILVER 
DOLLARS
534-0502
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A Real Show
by Johnny Johnston 

fondest memories there had been watching our 
team consisting of Glen Nunley, Paul John 
Childress and others from our 1955 class win 
Butler High Games.. I remembered one game when 
a dry fellow sat on the back bench. He yelled over 
and over "shoot", "shoot" until he began to fall down

A month or so ago Barbara and I saw maybe 
the best concert either of us had ever seen. It was 
the Ronnie McDowell show at the VBCC featuring 
Elvis Presley music and included The Stamps quar­
tet.

I left home that Sunday morning for work at the 
old Huntsville Municipal Airport like so many times 
before and listening to Radio Station WBHP The 
date was sometime in September 1962. The an­
nouncer explained that Louvln was badly injured the 
night before in Kansas City, Mo. He added that it was 
a gunshot wound and probably was not going to be 
fatal.

I felt bad about the incident and was wonder­
ing how serious he might be when the announcer 
continued. "An impromptu benefit will be held 
for his medical bills this afternoon in Huntsville..." 
He went on to tell who the performers were and 
encouraged listeners to attend. At that time, early 
in the morning, only a few performers as Loretta 
Lynn and The Smokey Mountain Boys were ex­
pected to be there.

The show was to begin about five o'clock at 
the old Armory on Dallas Street where most 
schools in the area held Basketball Games. My
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and the entire room was laughing 
at him.

As soon as I got away from 
work at Eastern Air Lines, I went 
over to the Armory on the East 
side of Huntsville to see what to 
make of the entertainment. The 
price was cheap, $4 as I recall and 
I was a big fan of Country Music 
and was interested in who might 
show up. You could never tell. It 
depended on who was busy, how 
well they liked the victim, how 
much in demand they were at the 
time. Often they turned out to be 
good shows!

Boy was I surprised!
The first group couldn't even 

get on the small stage at the 
same time. The Smokey Moun­
tain Boys with Roy Acuff and 
his band. Oswald (Beecher 
Kirby) was the world's favorite 
Dobro player and there was 
Cousin Josh with his instrument 
and his jokes,

After Acuff did a lot of songs, 
the Florida Boys sang some 
great Southern Gospel Music 
which I loved then and still love 
now.

The number one song in the 
country at that time was Ubangi 
Stomp by a fellow from Missis­
sippi by the name of Smith. He 
was there and sang that song 
plus many more.

Then Loretta Lynn, on her 
thirtieth birthday, The Coal Min­

ers Daughter performed some of 
her few songs (she was fairly new 
then) followed by Carl Perkins and 
one of the top hits, "Blue Suede 
Shoes", which Mr. Perkins wrote, 
sold a million copies before Elvis 
got it and sold several million 
more. Carl Perkins was so hot at 
the time that His Coat was torn 
off for keep sakes by the few 
people in the audience. The num­
ber of performers out numbered 
the audience!

But that was not the big sur­
prise!

Grandpa Jones, before he 
grew his own mustache, sang "8 
more miles to Louisville”, “Com­
ing around the Mountain” and sev­
eral others. His fake mustache 
kept coming off so he finally threw 
it to the floor and made a state­
ment about not needing it anyhow. 
I understand he made a statement 
once about benefits. He said "The 
best thing about doing benefits 
(shows) is you don't have to wait 
around on the check.”

Minnie Pearl did her show 
with Rod Brassfield, Stringbean 
and several guitar pickers en­
tertained including Chet Atkins 
and Pete Drake. But that was not 
the big surprise. I remember Bill 
Monroe, Bill Anderson and oth­
ers and have forgotten a few. The 
show went on for hours.

This fellow came in late, only 
the entertainers knew him, he set

We deliver fresh 
flowers locally

256.533.3050Ron CooperMark Kimbrough
504 Pratt Ave Huntsville, al 3ssoi

“All of you who believe in 
psycho-kinesis, raise my 

hand.”

Steven Wright

Renaissance
THEATRE at Lincoln Center 

Upcoming Schedule:

“Doubt! A Parable” by John Patrick Shanley 
Mar. 6, 7, 8 and 12, 13,14

It’s 1964 in the Bronx. A vibrant priest is trying to upend 
the school’s strict customs, fiercely guarded by Sister 
Beauvier. The school has just accepted its first black 

student, and the drama begins.

Location - 1216 Meridian Street

1216 Meridian St. - Call 536-3117for 
general information and to reserve your tickets.

Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatre.net

Frazier Home Inspections Inc.

Inspections performed 
according to ASHI Standards 
Johnny Frazier, Inspector 

Al License #HI-1047

Cell (256) 603-8430
Home (256) 534-0277

Before you buy a home - have it° 
inspected by a professional
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down his guitar case, took out 
his instrument while talking to 
Oz from The Smokey Mountain 
Boys. Did I tell you that all the 
entertainers sat in the audience 
with the rest of us when off 
stage?

I asked the fellow next to 
me who that guy was. He said 
"he didn't know". So I sat and 
waited until Lonzo and Oscar 
finished their act and this 
stranger walked up to the 
stage. He was thin, handsome, 
had a smirk about him but no 
one in the audience knew him.

That is no one knew him 
until he strummed the strings 
and started singing "Trailer for 
Sale or Rent, Rooms for fif­
teen cents".

Roger Miller, the one and 
only who was fairly new to 
Nashville. He had come to sing 
to us for free. He later became 
one of the best known enter­
tainers and had more hits than 
most anyone.

That, my friend, was the big 
surprise!

“You learn how to kiss as 
soon as the gooshy 
feelings get the best 

of you.”

Sammy, age 7, on kissing

Wants To Find Her Son
I am trying to find any information about Pvt. James Forrest of the 

Confederate Army. He left home, from Athens, Ala., at the age of 14 to 
enlist in the army. His last letter was posted from Shelbyville, Tenn., in 
July of 1864. His mother is suffering infirmaries of age and desires 
her son be laid to rest before she meets her maker.

From 1888 newspaper

Dal las
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Southern Sealing & Striping

And/or part D Prescriptions 
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For More Information

(256) 859-7477
Or toll-free (Alabama only)

866-709-4908

Specializing in sealing & strip­
ing. We do parking lots, handi­
cap parking and driveways.

Call for free estimates
Cell 656-9357
Office 881-8337
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Timeless 
Tips

* To get your hair really clean, 
massage a tablespoon of baking 
soda into it while shampooing. 
Rinse well.

* To improve and preserve 
your eyesight, get your left earlobe 
pierced. Buy a gold earring and 
wear it. It seems that the area of 
the lobe where it would be pierced 
is the same acupuncture point 
that affects eyesight.

* If you’re in a very warm 
room and feel faint, run cold tap 
water over the inside of your 
wrists. Ice rubbing will do the 
trick as well.

* To keep from falling asleep 
on the highway, chew ice while 
driving. It works every time. But 
if you’re really tired, stop & rest.

* Feel sluggish in the morning? 
Try this. Upon arising place your 
hands a little above your waist, 
just below the ribs. (lenity squeeze 
the right hand, then the left - do 
this about a dozen times each 

side. This is a liver massage and 
in a few weeks you should notice 
a big difference in your energy. 
Also, try to limit heavy starches 
and sweets.

* To improve your memory, 
eat 6 raw almonds each day.

* Tapping your fingernails on 
tabletops will make them grow 
faster.

* Give your windows an alco­
hol rub in the cold weather. This 
will prevent the window from 
steaming up.

Taylor Produce
Located in the Madison County Farmers Market

Delicious local honey from Bobby Fanning.

Come in for the best tomatoes you’ll find anywhere! Turnip 
Greens, Citrus, Apples, Cabbage - many cool weather vegetables

Open 7 days a week
(256) 539-9257

1022 Cook Ave. Huntsville

Proudly owned & operated by Tooter Taylor’s daughters & 
grandchildren! We’re keeping the tradition alive!

Made-to-order Fruit Baskets - any size
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* Put a denture cleaning tab­

let in a cup that has been stained 
by tea. Fill with water and leave 
for a day - you have a clean cup!

* To get the cloud out of heavily 
waxed furniture, wipe it with a 
cloth wrung tightly out of warm 
water with a tablespoon of vinegar, 
Polish with a clean cloth.

* Remove rust stains on your 
sink by rubbing the surface with 
a cut lemon. It if is a stubborn 
stain, keep rubbing it til it disap­
pears.

Hours 8-6 Mon-Sat
Sunday 8-5

Madison 
Manor

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
Serving The Area for Over 30 Years

• Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care
• 24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services
• Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational

Therapies
• Registered, Licensed & Certified Staff
• Individualized Social Services and Activities

256-772-9243
3891 Sullivan St. • Madison, AL

Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention 
we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is 
needed. It’s a difference we are proud of.

Care by Professionals - Lifestyle to enjoy
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News From the Year 1865
News From Huntsville and Around The World

The War is Over
Washington - News has been 

received here that General Lee 
has met with General Grant and 
has agreed to surrender the 
forces under his command and 
to work toward a complete sur­
render of all Confederate forces 
still in the field.

As news of the surrender be­
gan to spread across this city 
joyful celebrations have begun. 
A crowd of about seven thou­
sand gathered in front of the 
White House while tens of thou­
sands more have taken to 
streets.

The terms offered by Grant 
are generous. He will take no 
prisoners, but simply secure the 
paroles of officers and men not 
to take up arms until properly 
exchanged, for while the princi­
pal Confederate army has been 
vanquished, the war is not over 
yet. Officers are permitted to 
keep their side-arms and officers 
and men can keep their horses 
and personal effects. Everyone 

will be permitted to return to their 
homes unhindered by Union au­
thorities as long as they observe 
their paroles.

Richmond in 
Turmoil as War 
Ends

Richmond - President 
Jefferson Davis has fled the capi­
tal of the Confederacy along with 
many of his principal advisors. 
Reports are that he was attend­

Life Insurance - Fixed Annuities* 

Long Term Care Insurance

Up to $500,000 Life Insurance
without Medical Exam. Ages 0-55 

Mack Vann, CLU
Agent, New York Life Insurance Co.

* Issued by New York Life Insurance and Annuity Corp. ( A Delaware Corp.)
1808 Covewood Dr. Huntsville, Al. 35801 Ph. (256) 533-0082

ing church when word was re­
ceived from General Lee that 
the situation appeared hope­
less. He immediately left the 
church and convened a special 
meeting with his military and 
political advisors. At the same 
time workers at the War De­
partment and Treasury were 
seen hastily packing crates of 
government papers.

As news of General Lee's 
surrender spread throughout 
the city mobs have begun loot­
ing commissary supply depots. 
Mass desertions from the 
ranks are taking place in all 
military units as soldiers lay 
down their arms and prepare 
to return to their homes.
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General Lee 
Issues Message 
to Vanquished 
Soldiers

General Order No. 9
After four years of arduous 

service marked by unsurpassed 
courage and fortitude, the Army 
of Northern Virginia has been 
compelled to yield to over­
whelming numbers and re­
sources. I need not tell the brave 
survivors of so many hard 
fought battles, who have re­
mained steadfast to the last, that 
I have consented to this result 
from no distrust of them; but 
feeling that valor and devotion 
could accomplish nothing that 
could compensate for the loss 
that must have attended the con­
tinuance of the contest, I have 
determined to avoid the useless 
sacrifice of those whose past 
services have endured them to 
their countrymen.

By the terms of this agree­
ment, officers and men can re­
turn to their homes and remain 
there until exchanged. You will 
take with you the satisfaction 
that proceeds from the con­
sciousness of duty faithfully per­
formed; and I earnestly pray

Are Your Floors Shaking? 0 
Do YouHave Ckacks In Your Walls? 
Are Your Floors Swagging?
Are Your Doors Hard To Close?

20% Off
► with this ad *

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE / HOME OWNED & OPERATED

/■ INC: %
ALABAMA & TENNESSEE: u

(256) 830-4942 or 1-800-877-3502 

that a Merciful God will extend 
you his blessing and protection.

With an unceasing admira­
tion of your constancy and de­
votion to your Country, and a 
grateful remembrance of your 
kind and generous consider­
ation of myself, I bid you all an 
affectionate farewell.

R.E. Lee 
Genl.

General Watie 
Surrenders

General Stand Watie, com­
manding the last Confederate 
fighting unit, has surrendered. 
This event comes over two 
months after General Lee sur­
rendered at Appomatox.

Watie is a Cherokee Indian 
who has raised a large number 
of Indians to fight under the 
Confederate banner.

This news comes several 
weeks after Gen. E. Kirby 
Smith, in Texas, ordered his 
troops to stack arms for the last 
time. It was widely rumored that 
Smith would order his troops 
into Mexico where he would con­
tinue the fight. In the end calmer 
heads prevailed.

With this news the horrible 
war is finally at an end.

o
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Gunboats 
On the 
Tennessee 
River

(Taken from 1906 Huntsville 
newspaper)

The writer of these incidents 
has of late often wondered how 
many of Huntsville’s citizens 
now living can recollect the fact 
of the early incident of the war 
that is my subject at this writ­
ing, and whether there can now 
be found any citizen of Hunts­
ville, save about two others and 
the writer, that partook of the 
excitement of that occasion.

It will be sufficient to say that 
it took place at so early a part 
of the war that the condition of 
the minds of both observers 
and participants were very dif­
ferent then from what they would 
have been two or three years af­
terwards.

At that time there had been
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Open Monday - Saturday
info@ruthsnutrition.com
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Rapid Eye Technology
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little experience, and war events 
had left no impression upon 
which to found probabilities for 
the future. Then the excited 
minds of citizens were filled 
with apprehension because the 
events of the future were un­
known, and their minds were not 
in a condition to reasonably ex­
pect the probable, but with ner­
vous dread they shrank from the 
possible.

At this time Huntsville had 
sent two companies to the war, 
and others were following. A 
strong desire filled the minds 
of young and old to do what they 
could to lend a helping hand. 
Huntsville had at this time 
among her treasures one imple­
ment of war, of which her citi­
zens were very proud that fate 
had left in her possession. This 
was a bright brass six-pounder 
cannon. Many a salute had it 
boomed forth on occasions of 
rejoicing and peace time cel­
ebrations. Now it was the will 
of the people that it should be 
made useful in the defense of

Huntsville homes.
A small artillery company 

had been formed to make use­
ful this possession. It was the 
proud desire of each member 
of this little band that he should 
become proficient in this arm 
of service. Books on military 
tactics were bought and read 
assiduously.

Fortune favored their aspira­
tions in sending a West Point 
cadet who was familiar with the 
artillery manual and was ready 

'sVfF he most certain thing about the 
future is its uncertainty.
Sit's ndoer too early to be responsible.

Our fpamily (fare Programs 
free families from emotional and 
financial decision-making When numbed fry 
the loss of a loaned one.

LAUGHLIN SERVICE 
Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc.

2320 Bob Wallace vyfloe. fjfW. 534-2471

and willing to render assistance 
by drilling that artillery squad.

It became quite an event each 
evening for the citizens to gather 
at the old market house, occu­
pying the same spot as the 
present city hall, when the brass

“It will be years - not in my 
time - before a woman will 
become Prime Minister.”

Margaret Thatcher, 1974 

^PRINTING
SERVICES
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Toll Free: 877.534.4452
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5108 Seventh Avenue • Huntsville, Alabama 35805 
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cannon with its shiny brass 
wheels was rolled out, and watch 
the drill. A little coincidence lies 
here in my narrative.

That ex-West Pointer and 
captain of the artillery company 
is now well known as the hon­
ored president of a Huntsville 
bank; and another, the present 
president of a Huntsville bank, 
was at that time a high private 
in the squad.

It was sometime after these 
rehearsals that the events of the 
Tuscumbia campaign took 
place. By this time our captain 
had been called away to other 
duties and, many of the mem­
bers had formed other military 
connections.

The citizens were startled 
one evening by the ominous news 
by telegraph that Federal gun­
boats were ascending the Ten­
nessee River with the evident 
intention of devastating the town 
of the valley. Calls for help were

sent out from Florence and 
Tuscumbia for all the neighbor­
ing towns in the valley to send 
all available help to stay the 
progress of the ruthless invad­
ers. The alarm sounded in 
Huntsville. There was a hur­
ried call to arms, for everyone 
who could bear them. While not 
understanding what could be 
done to effectively prevent the 
advance of gunboats, I was un­

1112 6th Avenue, SE
Decatur, Al 35601 

(256)353-2503

(Si»6e 1969)

Guns &

Guns - Buy - Sell - Trade - Consignment - Repair 
Holsters - Knives - Ammo - Reloading Supplies

gracious not to respond when the 
call was made by our brethren 
down the valley.

In the early morning hours 
there pulled out from the depot 
a train of flat cars with a goodly 
number of citizens bearing a 
motley assortment of guns, the 
men standing outside on the 
floor. Then last, but far from 
least, was the bright brass six- 
pounder with its glittering bar-

J.C. Vaughn 
President
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rel and caisson mounted on bright red wheels at­
tracting the admiration and attention of the gather­
ing crowds at the towns as we passed. At each of 
these we picked up additional numbers, all armed 
and ready for the fray. Boxcars were not available 
and engineers were scarce. The writer had a posi­
tion in the engine cab, and Capt. Harry Ryan was at 
the throttle driving the engine.

It is barely possible that a singular incident 
about that time is mixed in the writer’s memory 
with this event. Yet after the long interval of time, 
it seems clear in his memory of that prince of 
good fellows that everybody who has traveled the 
M.&C. R.R. in the last forty or more years knows, 
was this day driving the engine. He was then 
superintendent of this division of the road. I 
wondered then at his ability as an engineer. He 
has ever showed great qualities as conductor and 
superintendent. His qualifications, great then, 
have since improved, and the 
wonder has ever been in my 
mind why his position has not 
been advanced as his services 
and qualifications have merited.

That train of flat cars was 
well loaded as it pulled into 
Tuscumbia. It was a load of 
wondering and expectant men 
from every town in the valley 
from Huntsville to Tuscumbia. 
The train was received with

Repairs 
Pavers 
Curbs 
Walk ways 
Blocks 
Stone 
Stucco
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cheers from another crowd as it drew up in front 
of the hotel. This latter crowd was individually 
equipped very much as was the one on the cars, 
with this difference, that quite a number were 
on horseback. These seemed, if possible, more 
excited than the rest. They would dash off, one 
or two at a time, and ride somewhere and after 
a while return.

It soon developed that there was no head. 
No one felt capable of assuming authority over 
their countrymen when they were in utter igno­
rance of what was to be done or how to do it. 
Another thing soon became plain - that there 
was no one that had any knowledge of where 
were the much feared and formidable gunboats.

After the most diligent inquiry, no one could 
be found that had seen them or had seen anyone 
that had seen them. The riders that had come 
in from the river were in as much ignorance as

Licensed - Insured - References
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those from the hills. All were filled 
with ardor and excitement, but 
without any idea of what ought to 
be done. The crowd was large 
that filled the streets and hotel. It 
swayed and congregated at differ­
ent points as persons would ar­
rive from whom it was hoped 
news could be obtained.

An engine was cut out and 
sent down the road, to go cau­
tiously to a break in the road 
near the state line. They were 
to return with some information 
that was definite.

Time wore on heavily. When 
past the noon hour, the hotel 
did what it could to supply a 
semblance of a dinner to the 
hungry individuals applying for 
it. The proprietor made 
herculean efforts, and made a 
successful paying business of it 
financially, but as to meeting the 
demands made upon his hotel, 
his efforts were ineffective.

Many of the citizens did what 
they could to afford relief by tak­
ing as many as possible to their 
homes for dinner. Tuscumbia 
was renowned, then as now, for 
her hospitality. But the com­
bined efforts of hotels, board­
ing houses and the hospitality 
of citizens, was insufficient to sat-

“For sale - an antique desk 
suitable for lady with thick 
legs and large drawers.”

Recent classified ad seen 
in local paper 

isfy the warlike hunger of this ac­
cumulation of patriots. There 
might be a partial success in 
this, had there been any thing 
for the crowd to do.

The hours of the afternoon 
began climbing upward. The 
crowd was impatiently waiting, 
looking down the shining track of
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the railroad to catch the first sight 
of the returning engine. Hunts­
ville had helped the passage of the 
monotonous hours in furnishing 
its brass field piece for inspection.

As it stood firmly chocked 
upon its flat car, it was a strong 
attraction. At all times there was 
an advancing crowd around it,

http://www.solufix.com
(256) 426-2358
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and the Huntsville contingent was happy in show­
ing it off.

Jerry Clemens began a speech, but this was not 
the only big gun that Huntsville had brought down 
this day to oppose a bold front to the enemy. What 
is it that a congregated assemblage of men filled with 
enthusiasm and wanting mostiy want for their quali­
fication: It is a timely speech from an able speaker. 
This the crowd wanted.

Huntsville had ready and did supply that 
want in the person of the silver-tongued orator, 
Hon. Jerry Clemens. He was then as ever ready to 
respond to their call.

He had been a member of the Secession Con­
vention that had taken Alabama from the list of 
Federal states and made it one of the number of 
the Confederacy. Here things had not gone his 
way. He strenuously opposed the disruption of 
the Union, but having seen that his opposition 
was useless, he finally gave in his adhesion and 
voted for the ordinance of secession.

He was listened to with close attention, but 
right in the midst of a brilliant presentation, the 
whistle of the returning engine dissolved the 
assemblage. The news brought by the engine was 
no news, for its tenor had for some time been 
anticipated. It had gone down to the break and 
had there met a hand car that had come from 
much farther down the road, and the fact was 
clearly established that there were no gun boats 
in these upper reaches of the river.

Again was the Huntsville contingent with those 
from the other towns loaded on the cars and 
soon were steaming away up the valley. It was 
pretty late in the night when Huntsville was 
reached, and still later when the members of that 
dejected band, wearied and hungry, hardly able 
to move their limbs along the streets, reached 
their homes.

It was an experience added to each one of 
their lives, and while there was nothing in the 
incident of which to be proud, they had the satis­
faction to feel that it was a duty well attempted if 
not well done.

Freddy Hill, realtor*
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256.880.8038 fix

Frcddy@OwenRExom

4000 Balmoral Dr., Suite 101 ..... . "

Huntsville. Alabama 35801 AO

Off Limits
An unruly incident took place this week 

past at the Spring Saloon when soldiers of 
the 7th Indiana Regiment began casting 
disparaging remarks about the late war. The 
patrons promptly left the establishment, went 
home, donned their old gray uniforms, whereas 
they returned and made short work of the north­
ern visitors. The bar has been placed off limits.
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Roads and 
Mud Holes in 
the 1900s

by Evelyn Hayden Hodge

Back in the early teens and 
twenties the rural roads of this 
country were indescribably bad. 
Madison County and surround­
ing areas were no exception.

The county roads were made 
of dirt and large rocks and had 
two deep ruts down each one, 
These ruts were bad enough in 
dry weather but, during the rainy 
season they were almost 
impassable: everybody carried 
mud-fighting equipment, includ­
ing chains, rope, and a shovel 
in their cars.

All males aged twenty-one and 
over were required to work on the 
roads three days each year or pay 
$3.00 for another to work in his 
place. Once or twice a year they 

worked on the roads but it didn’t 
help much.

First, three men loaded each 
wagon with large pieces of lime­
stone rock. One man drove the 
wagon and the other two rode 
in the back, one on each side. 
As the wagons moved slowly 
along in the ruts, the two men 
in the back pushed the large 
pieces of rock into their respec­
tive ruts.
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Huntsville, AL 35805 

(256)880-1234 (256) 852-9260
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This may have helped to pre­
vent cars from getting stuck for 
awhile, but it just made it 
rougher as the car wheels 
bounced from one big rock to 
another.

The road from above Nash­
ville to Huntsville, through New 
Hope, Guntersville, and on 
south to Florida, as bad as it 
was, was called the Florida 
Short Route. Many tourists 
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drove this route to Florida in the 
fall and back to their homes in the 
north in the spring.

Across the Paint Rock River 
into Marshall County, there 
were some really bad places and 
cars had to be pulled out of 
them. Some farmers in the area 
would hitch a pair of mules in 
the morning, go to the worst 
mud holes, and stay there all 
day pulling out the cars as they 
got stuck. They charged from 
.50 cents to $5.00 for their ser­
vice.

There was one mud hole 
that looked worse than the rest, 
but it only appeared worse.
People, familiar with the road,
would drive through it without 
any problem. There was a short 

speed but when they saw the cowstretch of halfway good road on

either side of this mud hole and 
it gave motorists a chance to 
pick up a little speed.

A farmer in the neighbor­
hood had a cow that died. He 
and a neighbor decided to have 
some fun. So they cut off the 
cow’s head and tail and carried 
them to the bad looking mud 
hole. They waded in and set the 
head in the mud. Then back 
about the right distance they 
stuck the tail. Now it looked as 
if the cow had mired in the mud 
and couldn’t get out.

Then the men hid in a little 
woodland beside the road to 
await the first car. They didn’t 
have to wait long before a car of
tourists came along.

They had gotten up a little 
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in the mud hole they stopped for 
a better look. They pitied the poor 
cow and, seeing nobody making 
an effort to get her out of such a 
predicament, asked, “why doesn’t 
somebody do something?”

About this time the men would 
come out of hiding and tell them 
it was just a joke. After a good 
laugh, the motorists pulled around 
the cow and were on their way 
again.

“This ‘telephone’ has too many 
shortcomings to be seriously 

considered as a means of 
communication. The device is 
inherently of no value to us.” 

Western Union internal memo, 
1876

West Station 
Antiques 

Come visit us in 
Owens Cross Roads at the 

Historic Hornbuckle Garage 
on old Hwy 431.

Phone (256) 725-BOOK (2665)

John’s Jungle Jyms

Forts - Gyms - Swings - Slides

Books - Paper Items 
Postcards - Linens - Quilts 
Pottery - China - Glassware 

Sterling Silver - Jewelry 
Furniture

Visit us at our website: 
www.gibsonbooks.com

3037 Old Highway 431 
Owens Cross Roads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

New Hours: Thurs - Sat 10 - 5 
Sun -1 - 5

I

http://www.gibsonbooks.com
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My Mother, 
the Artist
By Barbara Wilkinson Corazzi

It was a steamy, hot August 
day in Huntsville in 1944. It was 
an effort just to breathe. Of 
course, there was no air condi­
tioning in those days, so you 
tried to do as little as possible. 
My mother and I were sitting on 
the front porch and she was 
drawing a picture of our next 
door neighbor's house. Her 
name was Lucy Currier but we 
always called her "Miss Lucy." 
Since our house sat up on a hill 
from Miss Lucy's house we 
looked down into her yard.

I was very surprised to see 
what my mother was doing. I 
had no idea that she could draw 
or was even interested in it, and 
she had no art supplies as you 
would know them today. What 
she used were things she found 
around the house such as old 
pieces of crayons, white shoe 
polish and red lipstick. She also 
had a piece of old leftover wall­
paper, and she used the reverse 
side to do her painting on. Miss 
Lucy's house was a green shingle 
bungalow with white trim. There 
was a purple plum tree and a 
red rose bush. There was also 
an Adirondack chair with a 
matching bench.

The results were amazing. 
Some artists might scoff at her 
efforts but I thought it was just 
beautiful. When we showed Miss 
Lucy, she liked it so much that 
she had it hanging on her living 
room wall until the day she 
passed away. Then it went to my

The auto industry accounts 
for one out of every 

twenty jobs in the U.S., 
and this does not include 

the morticians. 

brother Bob ("Pete") Wilkinson, 
and it disappeared for several 
years.

I had moved away when I 
married and forgot all about the 
painting until the early eighties 
when my mother and sister 
moved to Birmingham and I 
found it packed away. It was in 
remarkably good condition but 
needed to be re-framed to preserve 
it, since it was so fragile and could 
deteriorate.

When I asked if I could have 
it, I was told I would have to ask 
my brother. He was OK with this 
and I brought it back to New 
Mexico with me and had it pro­

auction
SATURDAY MARCH 28,2009 @ 4:00 P.M.

AT: B & W AUCTION
356 CAPSHAW ROAD
MADISON, AL 35757

TONY CAPRA FROM OHIO HAS BEEN SAVING HIS BEST FOR THIS SALE! SHOULD BE ONE OF 
THE BEST SALES OF THE YEAR! LOTS OF QUALITY. ALONG WITH OVER 750 ITEMS.

BUILDING WILL BE FULL! PARTIAL LIST INCLUDES: MID 1820'S EARLY JACKSON PRESS 

(FROM THE BEN PHILLIPS ESTATE- MARSHALL COUNTY, TN), NATIONAL CASH REGISTER, 
BALL & CLAW CHIPPENDALE DINING ROOM SUITE, VICTORIAN WASHSTAND, MAHOGANY 

GAME TABLES, MAHOGANY SERPENTINE DRESSER W/ MIRROR. OAK EMPIRE STYLE 
BACHELORS CHEST, OAK WALL HANGING TELEPHONE, BALLENTINE BEER PAM CLOCK, 

EARLY CLAW FOOT MAHOGANY CHEST, OAK HIGHBACK BED, 3 DOOR OAK BOOKCASE, 
CHEST ON CHEST, SEVERAL CEDAR CHESTS, WALL CUPBOARD, OAK SEWING MACHINES, 
CHILDS ROCKER (PATD 1872), MAHOGANY SILVER CHEST. OAK HIGHCHAIR/STROLLER, 

BIRDSEYE MAPLE CHEST W/ MIRROR, OCCASIONAL TABLES, GATELEG TABLES. OAK CURVED 

GLASS SIDE BY SIDE, EARLY EMPIRE CHEST W/ MIRROR, MAHOGANY SIDEBOARD, 3 OAK 
ENTRANCE DOORS, STAINED/BEVELED/LEADED WINDOWS, SET OF 3 MAHOGANY LYRE 

BASE TABLES, OAK SIDE BY SIDE, PAIR OF MAHOGANY BUTTERFLY TABLES, WALNUT 

SERVER. WALNUT STEPBACK CUPBOARD, MAHOGANY GRANDFATHER CLOCK, 2 THREE 
DRAWER OAK FILE CABINETS, 2 FOUR DRAWER OAK FILE CABINETS, 5 LEG SQUARE OAK 

TABLE W/ 3 LEAVES, CHERRY SETTEE, NICE OAK CHURCH PEW, OAK UBRARY TABLE.
DUNCAN PHYFE WINDOW SEAT, MAHOGANY TEA CART. SPINET DESK, DROPFRONT DESK.

DEPRESSION SIDEBOARDS, WELLER JARDINIERE. GIBSON EPIPHONE (MODEL PR200), 
LAMPS, CHAIRS, PICTURES, MIRRORS, GLASSWARE, MUCH, MUCH MORE!

MAJOR CREDIT CARPS ACCBPTEO CLIMATC COinROJXEC^^^
WILSON HILLIARD. SL*9Z BILL0RNBURN.8LO683 CHARLES THORPE, i

Call (256) 837-1559 or (256) 837-8377

fessionally framed and sealed. It 
has been hanging on my den wall 
since then and I enjoy it every day. 
My mother passed away a few 
years ago and my brother passed 
away last month. I thought it only 
fitting to write this in their honor. 
I've been away from Huntsville for 
many years now, but it will always 
be my home.

“The trouble with owning a 
home is no matter where you 
sit, you’re looking at some­
thing you should be doing.”

Chuck Saunders
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In Celebration of St Patty’s Pay
Evei^thing GREEN is on SALE!!

Game & Sale starts at 10:00 a.m.
Friday the 13th, 3/13/09 gjBg|

Get Lucky Tonight!

Find a Clover, WIN a Prize!
Find one of 17 four leaf clovers hidden in the

store and win a prize! (valued at $15 and up)

OMf STOP ROMANCE SHOP

Huntsviille: 830-0069
4925 University Dr.

M-T10-10, F-S 10-12a, S 12-6 

Decatur: 584-0069 
1711 Central Pkwy.

Mon-Sat 10am - 9 pm

Don’t wear anything GREEN if you want to gel pinched! 

Guarantee you'll get Laid on Ufarc 
(FREE Leis to All our Customers!)

Join our St. Patty's Day Party 
and celebrate getting Lucky!

ONE STOP PARTY SHOP

Tuesday, March 17th 6:00 -10:00 p.m. 
Free munchies too!

$.50 Beers, $3 Buckets

Green Wine is So Fine!

FREE Shisha Tasting!
Get Laid, er...a Free Lei!

Free Herb Tasting!

Party Games and GREAT Prizes

Reserve a seat now atwww.MyPleasureStore.com - click “contacts” and send a reservation to us! 
Or Visit us at: 4925 University Dr. Huntsville, AL 830-0069 
1711 Central Pkwy. Decatur, AL 584-0069 (party in Hsv.)

atwww.MyPleasureStore.com
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315 Jefferson Street t
Uptown Shopping In Downtown Huntsville (
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Open Daily 10-6 Sunday 1-6
Located in the historic three-story, 23,000 square-foot Lombardo 

over 80 dealers

Shaver's
Top 10 Books of Local &

Regional Interest

1. Huntsville Historic Review: 
1819 Huntsville Map-Merrimack Mill 
History-lndian Creek Canal-Sarah Fisk 
Tribute and More $7.95

2. Days Gone By: Cotton Mill Vil­
lage Life by Curtis Lovvorn $16.95

3. Historic Photos of Huntsville 
by Jacque Gray Reeves $39.95

4. The Civil War Journal of Mary 
Jane Chadick; Huntsville during the 
Civil War, by Nancy Rohr $16.95

5. When Spirits Walk: by Jacque 
Gray Reeves $15.95

6. Why is it Named That? 250 
Place Names in Huntsville/Madison 
County by Dex Nilsson $13.95

7.52 Weekends in the Tennessee 
Valley; weekend or one-day 
getaways $24.95

8. True Tales of Old Madison 
County by Virgil (Pat) Jones $7.95

9. Lily Flagg: Huntsville’s 
Famous Cowby Doris Gilbreath $13.95

10. Scenic North Alabama: A 
Guide to North Alabama’s Hidden 
Natural Treasures (Canyons, 
Caverns, Natural Covered Bridges & 
Waterfalls) by Robert Schuffert $27.95

building and featuring

Whether you are looking for antiques, the 
perfect gift, or the right picture to hang on a 
wall - you will find all of them at Railroad 
Station Antiques. Located Downtown at 315 
Jefferson at the comer of Monroe acrossfrom 
the Roundhouse.

Books at Shaver’s include:

You’ll Find New, Autographed, 
Hard-to-Find and Out-of-Print books 

including topics such as:

Alabama
Antiques 
Architecture
Art
Aviation 
Cemeteries
Children
Civil War
Cotton Mills
Decorative Leather 
First Editions 
Fishing & Hunting 
Genealogy

Grand Ole Opry 
Kathryn T. Windham 
Local Authors 
Madison County 
Poetry
Railroads 
Southern Literature
Space 
Sports
Tennessee 
Tennessee Valley 
Theology
World War II

Railroad Station Antiques - (256) 533-6550
Shaver’s Books - (256) 533-7364 Email shaversbks@comcast.net
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