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The House 
That Mary 
Built

She worked until her 
hands were bloody, only to 
have a neighbor cheat her 
out of a year's labor. Even 
when vandals burned her 
home, she still refused to 
give up.

The true, inspiring story 
of a woman's determination 
to have her own home, at 
any cost.

Also in this issue: Saturday Night At The Snuffdippers Ball



Old Huntsville Page 2

Lewter's Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather, 
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington 
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with 
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.
While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more 

employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers 
insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the 
same location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777
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The House 
that Mary

Follow Meridian Street north 
to where it leaves the city lim­
its, then look closely to the west 
at the brush and the kudzu vines 
that seems to cover everything.

If you look closely enough, you 
will see what appears to be a 
large pile of stones. Closer ex­
amination would reveal that 
these stones are the remnants 
of what was once a structure. 
You won't see much, a few de­
cayed timbers, a window frame 
lying haphazardly in the under­
growth and a hole where some­
one had started to dig a well, 
but quit in despair after encoun­
tering solid limestone a few feet 
beneath the surface.

There's nothing to indicate 
what kind of a structure it was 
or who built it.

However, old-timers recall, 
"It's the house that Mary built."

Mary Higgins was born in 
1878 into a family which eked 
out a living as sharecroppers. 
Her early years were spent in 
the cotton fields and helping her 
mother take care of the large 
family. Her father, a drunkard, 
often ended up in jail after 

spending what little money the 
family had on booze.

It came as no surprise when, 
at age 15, Mary married.

Unfortunately, the marriage 
only lasted two years, ending with 
her husband being sent to prison 
for making illegal whiskey and 
leaving her with a year-old child. 
To make matters worse, her hus­
band announced he had no inten­
tion of returning home once he got 
out of prison. Children, he said, 
were not his "thing."

Unskilled in any other labor, 
Mary began cleaning houses. She 
had an excellent reputation as a 
hard worker and a kind soul. 
Soon she had all the work she 
could manage. Though earning 
but little money, she managed.

She had worked at the Baker 
household for almost a year 
when she heard Mr. Baker de­
scribe a "worthless" tract of 
nearby land that had come into 
his possession.

Curious, Mary walked out to 
look at the land. It was a rocky, 
irregularly-shaped tract that 
seemed to be useless.

Mary had dreamed all her 
life about owning her own home 
on a piece of land that was paid 
for. And now, here was the land! 
If only Mr. Baker would sell it 
to her and if she could afford 
it.

The next Monday, she arrived 
for work in her best dress. As 
Mr. Baker prepared to leave for
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work, Mary mentioned, "That 
land."

"Would you be of a mind to 
sell it?" she asked.

Amused, Baker looked at 
his cleaning lady. "I might," he 
replied, "but would you have the 
money to buy it?"

"No," Mary answered, "but I 
have an idea." Excitedly, she ex­
plained that if he would sell her 
the land, she would work extra 
every day and let the money go 
toward payment.

Probably because of her sin­
cerity, or maybe just because it 
was such an unusual proposition, 
Baker agreed to the plan.

Mary's life quickly settled 
into a routine. Work ten hours 
a day during the week, and on 
Saturdays pack a picnic lunch 
and spend the day on the land 
she was buying. In her mind she 
could already see a house with 
a neat yard and flowers every­
where. Patiently she explained to 
her infant son how they were 
going to have their own home 
someday, and not owe anyone.

After almost two years, the 
land was hers. She had trans­
formed the small piece of land 
into a veritable garden of Eden, 
with flowers everywhere in well- 
tended beds.

By this time, most people 
knew of the purchase and the 
woman's dream of building a

CRUISES INC
America’s Cruise Specialists ■

Millions of people are discovering that cruises are the 
best vacation value today... shouldn’t you? 

WE SELL ALL MAJOR LINES
CARNIVAL
ROYAL CARIBBEAN 
CELEBRITY
DISNEY
CRYSTAL
CUNARD 

REGENT 
NORWEIGLAN 
HOLLAND AMERICA 
PRINCESS
OCEANIA

Where Personal Service & Great Rates Meet

Call Donna Brown

(256) 489-33581 (888) 702-3108 
www.MagicWandCruises.com 
Sign-up for Esavers and a chance 

to WIN A FREE CRUISE!

house. They also knew she had 
no money. "It takes money to 
build a house." they would say, 
sadly shaking their heads. "And 
though she's a good woman, she 
still can't afford it."

Ignoring the comments, Mary 
persisted in her dreams.

The first Saturday after the 
land was legally hers, she 
appeared at the door of a neigh­
boring farm whose land bordered 
hers.

This time she had a differ­
ent proposition. She had no­
ticed that one corner of his land 
was unfit for planting because 
of the rocks. "I will clear the cor­
ner of all the rocks and haul them 
off," she said, "for twentyfive dol­
lars."

Needless to say, the farmer 
took her up on her offer. He had 
been trying for years to cultivate 
that ground, but had broken so 
many plows he had finally given 
up.

Every weekend Mary would 
lift the rocks into a handcart, 
push them over to her land and

“The only thing worse 
than a Monday is a 

decaffeinated Monday.”

Maxine

Cruises from 3 to 30 days
Group & Family Reunion Cruises

Over 4000 Specially priced Cabins
Tour Leaders—Ask how you can Cruise for FREE!

Hall B. Bryant,
Proprietor

534-0781

WELCOME TO AUTHENTIC THAI CUISINE AT

C® THAI GARDEN

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT
All Fresh Meats & Vegetables

No MSG - No Preservatives Used

Mon - Fri - Lunch 11 am - 2 pm 
Dinner 4:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

Sat - Dinner only 4:30 pm - 9:00 pm 
Closed Sundays

800 Wellman Avenue 
(In Historic Five Points)

(256) 534-0122

H.C. BLAKE INC.
Plumbing, Electrical 

Heating, 
Air Conditioning

SERVICE 
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BUSINESS 
SINCE 
1884

http://www.MagicWandCruises.com
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Advancing Outpatient Surgery

Experience, excellence and now convenience

You've trusted Huntsville Hospital all your life for excellence in surgery. Now you can find that same expertise in a more 

convenient setting in Huntsville Hospital's new Outpatient Surgery Center in the Governors Medical Tower on Gallatin 

Street. With easy in-and-out parking, plenty of space for family and even a Grab 'N'Go snack shop, we make your experience 

as simple as possible. And isn't it nice to know that you are adjacent to one of Alabama's largest surgical centers?

Visit us online at huntsvillehospital.org to see our facility. The technology and the team that you expect from the region's 

leading hospital are now available to serve you in Huntsville Hospital's Outpatient Surgery Center. It's a new way of 

taking care of you from the hospital that you've trusted for generations.

HUNTSVILLE
HOSPITAL

huntsvillehospltal.org Experience...The Difference.

huntsvillehospital.org
huntsvillehospltal.org
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add them to another pile she had 
gathered.

In the meantime Mary had 
gathered scrap lumber, odd 
doors and even broken window 
casings. After clearing the land 
and collecting her twenty-five 
dollars, she ordered a load of 
sand and concrete from a local 
building supply company.

Now her life took a different 
routine. Every weekend she 
would mix mortar and place the 
rocks. Amazed, the local resi­
dents realized that the woman 
was actually building a house. 
A rock house.

When a friend asked how she 
intended to build a house all by 
herself, she replied: "You build 
a brick house brick by brick, don’t 
you? I can't afford nothing else so 
I'm building a rock house, one 
rock at a time!"

The neighbor, whose land 
Mary had cleared, would often 
visit the site, just standing there 
and staring, as she continued 
her back breaking task. Then 
without saying a word, he would 
turn and go back to his house.

Late that fall, after Mary had 
almost completed the exterior 
walls, she arrived at her land 
one morning to find that her 
neighbor had erected a fence 
around the house she was build­
ing. Angrily she went to see him, 
demanding to know why.

"Mrs. Higgins," he said, "that 
house is on my property. You 
should have been more careful."

Almost in tears, Mary 
rushed back to town to see Mr. 

L. Thomas Ryan, Jr.
Attorney At Law
2319 Market Place, Suite B
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 

Telephone Fax
(256) 533-1103 (256) 533-9711

ESTATE PLANNING, LIVING TRUSTS,
WILLS, PROBATE

"No Representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the
quality of legal services performed by other lawyers."

Baker and confront him with the 
news. After listening to her, Baker 
made an appointment with a law­
yer, where Mary once again told 
what happened.

Mr. Baker, the lawyer, and 
Mary, with a copy of the deed in 
hand, went back out to the land 
where they carefully paced off the 
dimensions of the lot.

It was true. Mary had built 
the house almost twenty feet on 
the other side of her bound­
aries.

Most people expected her to 
give up on her dream. Her son 
was getting older, she had be­
come a devout churchgoer and 
there just didn’t seem to be much 
time for her to do anything else. 
Mary had, in the meantime, 
rented a house a few hundred feet 
down the road from her land to 
be closer to the house she hoped 
to build.

Instead of giving up though, 
the next Saturday morning 
found her back at work, once 
again patiently gathering rocks 
and placing them near the new 
site she had selected. Work pro­
gressed much slower this time, 
but she persisted, often laboring 
until her hands became bloody 
from handling the jagged rocks.

Many times, friends and 
neighbors would stop by, offering

How is it we put a man 
on the moon before we 
figured out it would be 

a good idea to put wheels 
on luggage?

■ CLOUD NINE
AMTA In-House Massages

Terese Stevens, LMT
Alabama License #992

Swedish 
Neuromuscular
Deep Tissue
Phone:256/337-6989

Gift Certificates for All Occasions

Windsor House
Nursing Home / Rehab Facility

Our team approach to rehabilita­
tion means working together to 
enhance the quality of life and by re­
shaping abilities and teaching new 
skills. We rebuild hope, self-respect 
and a desire to achieve one's highest 
level of independence.

‘Complex Medical Care 
‘Short Term Rehabilitation 
‘Long Term Care

Our team includes Physicians, 
Nurses, Physical Therapist, Occupa­
tional Therapist, Speech Therapist, 
Activity Director and Registered 
Dietician

A place you can call home....
4411 McAllister Drive 

Huntsville, Alabama 35805 
(256) 837-8585

^Lincoln
Center Antiques

1214 Meridian Street NE 
Tues - Sat 11 - 5

536-3117
Antiques, Fine 

Furniture, 
Books, Artwork 

and a large 
selection of 
Collectibles.

Visit us at
www.lincolncenterantiques.net

http://www.lincolncenterantiques.net
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to help, but Mary always turned 
them down.

Mary hoarded every nickel 
and dime she could save in or­
der to purchase concrete and 
building materials. By scrimp­
ing, she had saved almost forty 
dollars when fate once again in­
tervened. A neighbor had taken 
sick and died, leaving a widow 
and a houseful of children and 
no way to take care of them.

Resignedly, without saying a 
word to anyone, Mary took her 
meager savings and gave it to 
the widow. During the influenza 
epidemic that hit Huntsville in 
1917, she spent every spare 
moment taking care of neigh­
bors and friends who had been 
stricken. Often times, she would 
show up unannounced with a 
pot of food for some family who 
were too ill to take care of them­
selves.

By 1925, the house was 
almost completed. Though not an 
attractive house, it was never-the- 
less paid for and it appeared as 
if finally Mary would have her 
own home.

Unfortunately, the night be­
fore she was about to move, van­
dals broke into the house, and 

after ransacking it, set fire to it. 
Years of hard work went up in 
smoke in just a few minutes time. 
Seeing the flames, Mary rushed 
to the site in an effort to extinguish 
the fire, but it was too late.

A friend later said that was the 
only time he ever saw Mary 
Higgins cry.

Most people would have 
given up by now, but the next 
morning saw Mary back at the 
burned out shell of the house, 
gingerly picking through the 
rubble, trying to salvage what 
she could so that she might 
start over again.

Years passed, and the con­
struction went much slower this 
time. What little money Mary 
managed to save for materials 
often went to some needy fam­
ily. Age was beginning to catch 
up with her, and her body could 
no longer do the work it once 
had.

Her hair became tinged with 
grey and her son was grown and 
living in Chattanooga. She still 
spent every possible moment 
working on the house, but now it 
appeared to most people as if it 
were merely a dream that would 
never be fulfilled.

* Large Grilling Space
* Double-walled Ovens 

‘Outdoor range with indoor feel

HOME 8 HEARTH, INC.
s==S5!5fc_Since 1981

* Limited Lifetime Warranty
* Cast Stainless Steel Burners
* Even Heat & Precision Flame Control

2611 University Drive
Huntsville Al. 35816
534-1715 - 534-8199

“If everything seems to 
be going well, you have 
obviously overlooked 

something.”

Sam Keith, Huntsville

HALL BROTHERS MOVING
Huntsville’s Choice for Local & Long Distance Moving

Experience - Efficiency - Integrity
Office Relocation
Records Storage 
Guaranteed Pick-up &
Delivery Dates
Owner on Every Job 
Commercial & Residential 
Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
All Types
Free Estimates

Packaging & Crating 
Antiques & Pianos 
Load & Unload

VISA BBB
T~
MEMBER 

Nnrth Alabama

539-5322
We Still Believe In Customer Service!



Old Huntsville Page 8

Late one fall evening in 1932, 
she was trying to pull some nails 
from an old door casing she had 
salvaged somewhere when she felt 
a sharp pain in her side. Moments 
later she collapsed.

A neighbor later found her and 
carried her home. Within hours, 
the house was crowded with 
friends and neighbors, worried 
about the little lady's condition. A 
doctor was summoned and after 
examining Mary, pronounced her 
condition critical. "It's only a mat­
ter of time," he told the assembled 
crowd.

As is true in most cases like 
this, the ladies assembled in the 
kitchen, talking in hushed tones, 
while the men gathered on the 
front porch. Possibly, they were 
all thinking of the many times 
Mary had helped them. There 
was not a person present who 
could not tell stories about Mary 
nursing them when they were 
sick, or of her giving what little 
money she had to help a neigh­
bor.

As they gazed down the road, 
they could see the walls of the 
house that Mary had so labori­
ously worked on all of her life. 
Now there was nothing they could 
do except sit on the front porch 
and wait.

Abruptly, one of the men got 
up and left. An hour later he 
returned, with a truck load of 
building materials he had pur­
chased. Without a word he un­
loaded the materials in front of 
the rock walls. The other men, 
within minutes, joined him.

They labored through the 
night by the light of kerosene 
lanterns. They knew this was

“One of my co-workers 
has a really annoying habit: 

she works! Makes me 
look bad!”

Maxine 

their last chance to repay a gentle 
lady for a lifetime of generosity.

Early next morning, as the 
men finished hammering the last 
shingle on the roof, Mary Higgins 
awoke and asked one of the 
women tending to her what that 
noise was. "Mary," the woman 
said, "The men have finished your 
house!"

Suddenly, a strange sort of 
peacefulness seemed to sweep 
over Mary's face, before she once 
again lapsed into unconscious­
ness. A few minutes later, the 
men, still sweaty and grimy from 
their night's labor, arrived and af-

“You know you’re getting 
older when you step off the 

curb and look down one 
more time to make sure 

that the street is still there.”

Becky Galloway

HEART OF DIXIE 
Popcorn & Supply 

Fun Food Equipment & Supplies
We also carry equipment & supplies for Sno Cones, Shaved Ice, Nachos, 

Chips & Cheese, Cotton Candy, Funnel Cakes, Lemonade, Candy Apples, 
Hot Dogs, Deep Fryers, and Much, Much More!

Visit our showroom for the largest array of equipment and supplies in 
the south. 191 Darwin Road - Huntsville, 35811

Perfect for Little League baseball - football games - basketball 
games - concerts - festivals - carnivals. Free delivery!!

Toll Free (877)828-3270 - Local (256) 828-3270 - Fax (256) 828-4393 
www.heartofdixiepopcorn.com

ISf InterSouth 
propertied

“Leasing and Managing Huntsville’s Premier Office Buildings”
* Highland Office Park, Phases 1 & 2
* Park West Center
* University Square Business Center 
*8215 Madison Blvd.

I

C Phone (256) 830-9160
M Fax (256) 430-0881

W? Visit us at www.intersouth-properties.com

Spry Funeral 
and Crematory 

Homes, Inc.
Family owned and operated 

since 1919 

(256) 536-6654
We now have the first phase of 

Valley View Cemetery 
open with 100 acres reserved for 

future development.

(256) 534-8361

http://www.heartofdixiepopcorn.com
http://www.intersouth-properties.com
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HETOOKTHE FIRST STEP
We Took Him The Rest Of The Way.

Gene Davenport values his independence. But when he faced a difficult recovery from back 
surgery, he knew he’d need help.

“My daughter lives in Texas, and I did not want to impose on her,” he recalls, “so when someone 
recommended Accordance, it sounded like the perfect solution.” Hard to believe for a man of his 
generation, but Mr. Davenport genuinely welcomed our caregiver’s support.

“From the first day in the hospital, I knew Sherri Sparks was a perfect match for me,” he continues. 
“When I went home, she coordinated her schedule around mine. Then she handled all my daily personal 
needs—from assistance in dressing, to meal preparation and light housekeeping, to running errands.

“What impressed me most of all, though, was her positive attitude. It had a huge impact on my recovery 
— and I can honestly say I’m better now than I was before surgery.”

For short-term or long-term In Home Care: 
When it’s someone in your family, call Accordance. 
We’ll make them—and you—feel like part of ours.

F or you. And for them

accordance
HOMEVCAKE

Huntsville: (256)539-1400
Birmingham : (205)824-0224 WWW.ACCORDANCEHOMECARE.COM

http://WWW.ACCORDANCEHOMECARE.COM
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ter gently picking Mary up, carried 
her down the hill to her new 
house. Other men carried the bed­
room furnishings, while some of 
the ladies hastily rushed ahead to 
hang curtains and place pictures 
on the walls.

We don't know if Mary ever 
regained consciousness again 
before dying a few hours later.

We like to think she did.
The house was sold after her 

death. The person who bought it 
purchased it primarily for the 
land, and let the house fall into 
total disrepair. People vandalized 
the house, taking the rocks to 
build fences and walkways.

Within a few years there was 
nothing left of the house that 
Mary built, except for the memo­
ries of a lady who refused to 
give up.

“I was such an ugly kid, when 
I played in the sandbox 
the cat kept trying to 

cover me up.”

Rodney Dangerfield

1701 University Dr. 
(comer Church and Pratt) 
(256) 534-5002

China, Crystal, Silver, Pewter, Table 
Linen, Cookware.

Decorative Accessories, Invitations and 
Announcements, Lenox China & Crystal, 
Fine Linens & Cottons For Bed & Bath.

A Trial and 
a Social

from. 1878 newspaper

A young lady of Huntsville has 
brought suit against a young man 
for breach of promise in mar­
riage. The trial will come off at the 
Court House, next Tuesday night 
April 9 at 7 1/2 o'clock. The fol­
lowing lawyers will represent the 
case:

Judge Thos. C. Barclay as re­
siding officer, and Mr. Walter 
Oliver with other professional 
aid for defendant. In connection 
with this court, the ladies of the 
church will give a festival for the 
benefit of their church. A pleas­
ant time is anticipated and all 
are cordially invited to attend. 
Admission only 25 cents.

Furniture
Factory
Bar&
Open at 
11:00 a.m. 
for Lunch!

Happy Hour Drink Specials!
Visit our Patio - one of the 
most popular places in town!

Live Entertainment
Wed., Fri. & Saturday

We’re on Facebook! Look for us on 
Furniture Factory Bar & Grill!

Open Tues. - Sat. for fine dining 

(256) 539-8001 
619 Meridian Street

Lawrens
809 MADISON STREET 

HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

BRIDAL REGISTRY
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The 
Mystery 
of 6654

Huntsville was in the grips of 
one of the coldest winters on 
record when in February, 1906 a 
stranger appeared at the Hunts­
ville Hotel and requested a room.

The stranger, an elderly man, 
was dressed in summer clothing 
and carried no luggage. He asked 
for a room for two weeks and paid 
in advance with cash.

He also asked that no one, not 
even the maids, be permitted to 
enter his room. Instead of signing 
his name to the register, he wrote 
the numbers 6654.

The following morning he be­
gan a routine he would follow 
every day for the next two weeks. 
Eat breakfast at the hotel, walk 
three blocks to a barber shop 
where he would request a shave, 
sit on a bench in front of the Court­
house for the rest of the day until 
finally return to the hotel for 
dinner.

At the end of two weeks the 
stranger disappeared. The man­
ager of the hotel, worried about 
the man's strange behavior, finally 
entered the room. The room was 
exactly the way it was when the

c3
( o i i i i
Banki r
COM Mt RC I Al

Changing the Landscape 

of Huntsville! 

stranger had rented it. The bed 
had not been slept in and there 
was no sign anyone had been in 
the room since it was last cleaned, 
two weeks previous.

Adding to the mystery were six 
envelopes lying on the bed, ad­
dressed to different individuals 
around town. In each envelope 
were five one hundred dollar bills.

Later checking revealed that 
none of the individuals knew the 
stranger. They also had no idea 
what the money was for, or what 
the numbers 6654 stood for.

Another Huntsville story that 
has never been explained.

Bargains 
from 1922

For rent - two new 4-room 
houses, lower end of Locust 
street - $15 per month

For sale - one concrete mixer. 
$50.

For sale - Oakland six tour­
ing car, newly painted, good 
tires, run less than 6,000 
miles, price $500, call Baxter 
Bros. Phone 244

For Rent- 5 room house on 
Clinton with new outhouse 
and all modern electricity.

For sale - beautiful fur coat, 
$ 10 - getting divorced and need 
the money.

D. Scott McLain, CCIM
Managing Broker
(256) 533-3414 EXT. 142 BUSINESS 
(256) 533-3454 FAX 
www.mclaincommercial.com 
dsmclain@ccim.net EMAIL

COLDWELL BANKER COMMERCIAL

McLAIN REAL ESTATE
THE TIMES BUILDING
228 HOLMES AVENUE, SUITE 200 (35801)
POST OFFICE BOX 2199
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35804
Each Office is Indepenently Owned and Operated

AA Major Medical 
Insurance Plan:

Doctor Office Copay, Drug Card 
and Dental. Medical, Dental, Life 
Insurance Available for indi­
vidual. Family, Business, Medi­
care Supplement Available for 
Age 65 and Up.
Short Term, effective immedi­
ately.
Ages 15 Days to 65.

256-859-7477
Alabama Only:

1-866-709-4908

“A cat is more intelligent than 
people believe, and can be 

taught any crime.”

Mark Twain

Now there's another 
four-letter word 
associated with 

moving and storage.

Easy.
PODS is a whole new way 

to move and store that's a lot less 
stressful and a lot more conve­
nient. With PODS, you can take 
your time moving or storing your 
belongings. We deliver a POD 
right to your door, you pack it at 
your own pace and we deliver it 
anywhere coast to coast or to our 
dry and secure warehouse. It's 
that simple.

Consider it moving and stor­
age on your own terms, without 
the time-constraints, deadlines or 
cursing.

PODS
Portnt>lr> On 8torng«

1-888-776-PODS
www.PODS.com

http://www.mclaincommercial.com
mailto:dsmclain@ccim.net
http://www.PODS.com
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Clinton 
Avenue 
Archeology

On December 15, 1968, 
North Alabama was riveted by the 
news of a possible major archeo­
logical find in Huntsville. William 
Thomas Young, a resident of 507 
East Clinton Avnue, was working 
on replacing a floor in his home, 
and upon discovering a pile of 
loose bricks underneath the floor, 
decided to remove them. What he 
uncovered next would earn his 
home a spot in Huntsville history 
for all time to come.

A skeleton, the biggest that 
anyone had ever seen, was uncov­
ered. Everyone agreed that the 
bones were of some type of ani­
mal but no one could imagine 
what kind of a creature could be 
so huge.

Immediately, speculation be­
gan about the bones. As the 
word spread, gawkers began lin­
ing up on the street trying to get 
a view. Old history books, with 
pictures of dinosaurs, were 
hastily retrieved from dusty at­
tics and neighbors began talk­
ing of the Tyrannosauruses, and 
Trachodons that once stalked 
this region. One person who 
lived on Clinton even suggested 
calling the Smithsonian Institute 
to have them fly in experts.

Unfortunately, the puzzle was 
quickly solved and Huntsville 
missed the opportunity of be­
coming the site for an archeologi­
cal dig. A local historian (Old 
Town's full of them) remembered 
hearing tales of an elephant be­
ing buried somewhere on Clinton 
Avenue and by putting two and 
two together, solved the mystery.

It seems as if a circus had 
come to town in the fall of 1893 
and erected its tents about a 
half-mile outside of town in a 
location now known as Five 
Points. As the circus was pack­
ing up and getting ready to leave 
town, one of its elephants died. 
Circuses and traveling carnivals 
were notorious for leaving sick 
and dead animals behind, so 
when Sheriff Jere Murphee 
heard of the dead elephant, he 
quickly informed the circus that 
they could not leave town until 
the elephant was buried.

Mr. Bradshaw, the manager 
of the circus, then hired a local 
man by the name of Gentry to

Free Attorney Consultation for Bankruptcy
The Law Firm of

MITCHELL HOWIE
Legal Services - Probate - Estate Planning - Wills 

533-2400
No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal 

services performed by other lawyers.

PhotocopyQuality Reproductions Black & White & Color

1821 University Drive

539-2973
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JI COMPLETE TAKE OUT MENU
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It's Cooked In The Pit"
828-8777 828-8778

Bill <& Rosemary Leatherwood, owners

Ask For Our Special 
Kid's Menul

Carry Out’s for your Special Events!

Pork Sandwich 
Chicken Sandwich 
Turkey Sandwich 
Rib Sandwich 
Pork Plate 
1/2 Chicken Plate 
Ribs (Slab) 
Ribs (1/2 Slab) 
Whole Chicken 
Whole Shoulders 
French Fries 
Potato Salad 
Pies 
Baked Beans 
Green Beans 
Hushpuppies

We Sell

There’s nothing better than hot barbeque!! 
Order Hot, Savory Ribs and all the fixin’s.

Specialty Items
Salads
Hot bogs 
Hamburgers
Slaw bogs
Chili bogs 
Cheeseburgers 
Plate binners
Chicken Fingers
Rib Plates
1,2 A 3 lb. Pork Specials

and much more!!!

V -J

Give your wife a break from the kitchen 
tonight! Order OLE DAD'S BAR-B-Q.

BAR-B-Q by The Pound!
14163 Highway 231/431 North 

Located in the beautiful city of Hazel Green
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bury the carcass for the sum of ten dol­
lars. Although some people may think that 
ten dollars was a large sum of money, it 
was also a large elephant. Mr. Gentry 
hitched his team of mules to the car­
cass, the circus left town, and everyone 
was happy.

In retrospect, it seems as if Mr. Gen­
try might have been a bit on the lazy side, 
for instead of digging a hole to bury the
carcass, he took the easy way out. In the 
500 block of East Clinton, there had at 
one time been an old brickworks, and 
adjacent to the works was a large hole 
from where the clay for the bricks had 
been dug. It was here that Gentry dumped 
the carcass, and finished filling in the 
hole with old bricks and rubble.

And it was here, years later, that 
homes were built, with Mr. Young even­
tually buying the one with the secret.

So the next time you go by 507 East 
Clinton, take a long look. It's probably 
the only house in America with an elephant 
buried underneath it.

News from 1878
- Mathias Jolly was shot and in­

stantly killed by Sam Green last Wednes­
day night at Brown’s Bend on the Ten­
nessee River. The particulars so far as 
we were able to gather them from per­
sons in the neighborhood are about as 
follows: It seems that Jolly and his wife, 
who is a sister of Green’s, fell out about 
some trifling matter, when Jolly slapped 
her in the face. The wife told her brother 
what had happened, then he deliberately 
took down a rifle that was hang­
ing in the boat. When Jolly saw 
Green go for the gun he jumped 
off the boat to the shore and fled. 
He had not gone more than 75 
yards before Green fired and the 
ball went through Jolly, killing 
him instantly. All the parties

“If corn oil is made from corn, 
and vegetable oil is made 
from vegetables - what is 

baby oil made from?”

Terri Sizemore, Athens
Maurice Gant, BC-HIS

Board Certified Hearing 
Instrument Specialist

lived on a trading boat on the Tennessee River, which was 
moored at the time to the bank of the river on the Limestone 
County side. Green is still at large, but the officers are in 
search of him.

- Died in Nashville, TN. this Thursday morning past, 
Abigail Robinson, an old colored woman well known in 
the community. She was reputed to have been more than
120 years old and the daughter of an African King who 
sold her into slavery at the tender age of 13 years old.

704-0605 • GreenwayPlumbing.com

You can schedule your appointment by phone, fax, or email.
^1 M Call us today for anything plumbing! ~ E 1

• Emergency Busted Pipes • Install New Faucets • Toilet Repair 
• Unclog Sinks and Bathtubs • Gas Piping • Water Heaters

([Greenway Plumbing
a division of Conditioned Air Solutions, LLC

Center for Hearing, LLC
7531 S. Memorial Parkway Suite C Huntsville, Al 35802

Phone (256) 489-7700

• Free Hearing Tests and Consultations
• Zero down financing with low payments
• Competitive pricing
• Service and repair of all brands and makes of aids
• Hearing aid batteries
• Appointments - Monday thru Friday from (8:00 am 

until 5:00 pm) and Saturday upon request

 00508041

GreenwayPlumbing.com
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News 
from 1923

From. 1923 newspaper

- Considerable crowds were 
attracted around a blind man, 
who stood on the downtown 
corners Saturday and sang. The 
unfortunate man was seeking 
alms and to attract alms-givers 
he sang repeated songs. His 
voice was especially attractive 
and carried for quite a distance 
on the streets above the hum of 
traffic. Much commenting was 
heard on the quality of his voice 
which was a rich baritone. The 
ease with which he reached the 
high notes and the mellowness 
of his voice attracted crowds 
around him the whole day.

- A crowded street corner in 
Huntsville Traffic - Officer John 
Allison had a great time for a 
short while at the busy corner 
of Washington and Clinton

streets late Saturday afternoon, 
while standing at the side of the 
road with his traffic signal, direct­
ing traffic. His actions attracted a 
large crowd, but John handled 
the traffic in a manner that would 
do justice to an experienced man 
in the large cities. Probably more 
automobiles and other vehicles 
pass this particular corner than 
any other in town, especially on a 
Saturday afternoon. Several de­
clared that the city should con­
tinue this arrangement perma­
nently as it would not only give 
Huntsville the metropolitan ap­

RENT for the ELDERLY, DISABLED and/or 
HANDICAPPED based on INCOME 

(Section 8)

First Seventh-Day Adventist Towers
*Stove *Refrigerator *Carpet *Drapes *Smoke Detectors 

* Emergency call system *HVAC *Laundry *Utilities Included

3409 Verona Avenue 
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 

(256) 852-5402 Monday - Friday

pearance that she justly deserves, 
but that it would be the means of 
clearing congestion at this busy 
corner.

- One hundred and nineteen 
arrests were made by the Hunts­
ville police department during 
June. Arrests for violating the 
Sanitary laws (21), lead the list. 
Stock at large coming next with 
16 and drunks (14) is third on the 
list. There were 12 arrests for 
traffic law violations and eleven 
for affrays, the balance were scat­
tered among a large number of 
other causes.

Iliff
£hlovnei)

ill
* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury

* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A Job - It’s Our Mission”

920 Merchants Walk (256) 534-4502 Office
Suite B (256) 534-4503 Fax
Huntsville, Al (256) 233-3328 (Athens)

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed 
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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Star Dust
by Jim Burruss

The time was around 1950 
and I was a member of boy 
scout troop #15. We met each 
Monday night at the First Meth­
odist church. My scout master 
was Mr. Tom Cornell who lived 
on Bonita Circle in Mayfair. I 
lived on Pansy Street in the 
same neighborhood and he 
would give me a ride in his fine 
Ford straight shift automobile. 
It was a beauty.

On this particular Monday 
night, I sort of slipped out of 
the meeting and found a piano 
in another room. It was a hot 
summer night and all the win­
dows were raised for there was 
no air conditioning. I knew noth­
ing about playing, but I enjoyed 
picking familiar songs with one 
finger. After a few minutes of 

this, I felt someone staring at me. 
I turned around to face a strange 
man about twenty feet from me. 
He asked, "Do you play?” Of 
course, if he had been listening for 
a few minutes he would have 
known the answer to his ques­
tion. I replied, “No, do you?” He 
said yes and further stated that 
his name was Carl Michael and 
he wrote the song “STARDUST”.

I was not very impressed and 
figured this must be some drunk 
that wandered off the street.

I got up and he took a seat at 
the piano. Now, I am not very 
smart or talented but this man 
knew what he was doing. And if 
he did not write that song, he 
sure had done a lot of practic­
ing.

He was good! After a few min­
utes the scout meeting broke up 
and I thanked him and we all left. 
Here is where it got really inter­
esting. I was telling my Mother 
about my impromptu concert and 
she said Hoagy Carmichael was

| R.G. NAYN1AN CO. INC.~|

RGN
GENERAL. CONTRACTORS

General Contractors 
Residential & Commercial 

Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

"A Contractor You Can 
Trust"

533-9016
Woody 

tind^rson 
Ford

On thp corner of 
Jordan tang & 

Sparkman ©rivp

Yes, our trucks come 
with a rearview mirror.

256-539-9441
WWW.Arfoodgandg.rsoDford.com

No, we haven't used 
it in 30 years.

http://WWW.Arfoodgandg.rsoDford.com
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the one that wrote “STARDUST”. She also said 
that he had been in several movies. Was I excited? 
You bet. I immediately telephoned the Russel 
Erskine hotel to inquire if there was a Hoagy 
Carmichael registered. They said yes there was. I 
was fit to be tied.

As soon as I got out of school the next day, I 
planned to go there and get his autograph, seeing 
as we both played the piano. When I got to the 
desk clerk, I asked for the room of Mr. Carmichael.

Upon checking their records, it seemed that 
he had checked out that morning. I was very dis­
appointed, but I figured that probably I was one 
of the few persons that had a personal concert by 
Hoagy Carmichael, playing his signature song.

makes my blood boil!
Pray this horrible war will be over soon and we 

can all come home.
(signed) J.M.

A Letter
Woodville, Al.
July, 1862
The infernal slave order is enough to make 

one curse the government that allowed it to be 
issued. A few days ago a rebel came here with an 
order to take away his slaves. The order was given 
by General (illegible) who now commands the di­
vision. I was away from camp at the time but the 
captain in command allowed the master to take 
his slave away.

Today, a notorious rebel lawyer came here 
wishing to search through the camp for his slave, 
but I refused to allow him to do so, and told him if 
the slave were in camp, he should not have him, if 
as I supposed, we had received information from 
him. ____

visit www.chaneyplace.com

2 & 3 bedrooms from $179,900
Call your Senior 
Real Estate 
Specialists for 
care-free living!

Parkway Perimeter

507-A Drake Ave., SE
Huntsville, Al 35801

nn

www.teamrichardrealtors.com

John Richard nick Smith
Broker Broker Associate

603-7110 457-3929

tgj W-Mts
“Team Richard”

He told me he had been as­
sured he could go through our 
lines and into our camps to find 
his property.

I assured him he could not go 
through mine. He will go to Hunts­
ville and probably report me and 
I may be arrested I will give that 
rebel (illegible) crew a fight. I will 
appeal to the president, but if not 
arrested, I will resign rather than 
disobey orders.

Poor Miles, who was so badly 
wounded about three weeks ago, 
died day before yesterday. One of 
the gang that killed him and Capt. 
Moore, whom we arrested and 
sent to Huntsville, was released by 
Gen. (illegible). Oh, such conduct

Alpha Estate Sales & Appraisals

Personal Property Collectible & Antique Estate Auction

We will help you sell all of your estate, including fine art, 
ry, china, porcelain and more

www.alphaestatesales.con

Experience, Professionalism 
and Excellence to each of our 

customers

Bob Baker, H.S.C.A.,
Owner
Gary Lee Knight, 
Sales Manager

Visit our website for 
upcoming sales

http://www.chaneyplace.com
http://www.teamrichardrealtors.com
http://www.alphaestatesales.con
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Heard On 
the Street 

by Cathey Carney

Jane Barr was the Photo of 
the Month, the little girl with those 
beautiful eyes. Jane lives on 
Monte Sano and knows lots of his­
tory of that area. The winner who 
called with the first correct guess 
was Pamela Tippett/Henderson, 
who works for United Fire, 
Smoke and Water Restoration.

William A. Heimann, Jr. 
loves the history of this area and 
thinks there's no better place to 
live than here. His mother, 
Catherine Heimann, feels the 
same way. William is so proud of 
his pretty daughter Samantha, 
who works at Starbucks Coffee 
on North Parkway. Someone who 
frequents that shop often is Peggy 
Rhoden, who says the coffee 
there is “fabulous”!

A very special man passed 
away recently. Kenneth Biggs 
went to Hazel Green High School, 
and rose to become the president 
of Ashburn & Gray. He was an 
expert in the field of asphalt pav­
ing, and was elected president of 
the Alabama Asphalt Association, 
and was nominated for the Ala­
bama Roadbuilder’s Hall of Fame. 
His unique talents contributed to 
such projects as Research Park, 
565 and 1565 and the Huntsville/ 
Madison County Jetport. We send 
our deepest condolences to Mr.

Bigg’s family and many friends.
Many women are familiar with 

the Breast Center at Huntsville 
Hospital. The Center just earned 
a perfect score in a FDA inspec­
tion in early May, by meeting 
Mammography Quality Stan­
dards set by the FDA. In addition, 
this is the 1 Oth year that they have 
earned a perfect score. We’re very 
proud of them!

Congratulations to that sweet 
couple in Hazel Green, owners of 
Ole Dad’s BarBQue there - 
Rosemary and Bill Leather­
wood just celebrated their 32nd 
wedding anniversary on June 1! 
Rosemary’s sisters are also hav­
ing June birthdays - Dot Branch's 
day was on June 8, and Lynn 
Greene’s was June 14!

We will be seeing many more 
visitors to the Huntsville area in 
the next few months. Many of 
these will be foreign dignitaries 
from many countries. This will be 
in conjunction with the move of 
the U.S. Army Security Assis­
tance Command headquarters

from Virginia to Redstone Arse­
nal. They will be moving here with 
family & staff and we know that 
they will be very impressed by the 
beautiful city they’re moving to, 
and the friendliness of the Hunts­
ville residents. We hope they take 
some time to walk around the 
downtown historic districts and 
learn more about our great city.

Curtis and Becky Parcus, 
owners of Dallas Mill Deli, are 
brand new parents! Their first 
child was born just a couple of 
weeks ago and is a baby girl 
whom they named Avery 
Jennings Parcus. We hear that 
she is alert and absolutely beauti­
ful! Congratulations to Curtis and 
Becky, your life will never be the 
same!

It was very interesting to read 
that ginger capsules, taken sev­
eral days in advance to a chemo 
infusion, can really subdue the 
nausea experienced when people 
have to undergo chemo treat­
ments for cancer. This breaking 
news was released recently by the 
American Society of Clinical On­
cology. Ginger has long been

The first person to correctly 
identify the youngster below wins a 
1 -year complimentary subscription 
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502
Hint: This little girl is the 

boss lady of a popular Huntsville 
business

{^rearing the very best communities...
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Heritage Plantation • Heritage Provence 

Heritage Station • Mt. Carmel by the River
The Bridges on the River

cX’
.^he ultimate community...

MCMULLEN

Sandra Steele
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STEELE
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enfmgersteele.com
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known to calm upset stomachs, 
this new one used a specially for­
mulated gelcap containing con­
centrated, purified ginger root ex­
tract.

Donna Hays, who owns the 
Furniture Factory, is so proud of 
her sweet grandchildren! She 
was telling us recently that there 
are some important birthdays 
coming up. Will Lanter will be 7 
on June 1, and Hays Lanter will 
turn 6 on June 3. Their parents 
are Rena and Chris Lanter, they 
all live in Aspen, Co. Ali Hays will 
be sweet 16 on August 12, and 
Lauren Hays will be 18 on Au­
gust 26, they both are students 
at Huntsville High. They are 
daughters of Wade and Lisa 
Hays, of Huntsville.

We met a newcomer to Hunts­
ville recently, who says he and his 
family are here to stay! Neil 
Raiford is a teacher and pub­
lished author who just loves liv­
ing here. His sweet wife Karen 
is a medical doctor who works 
at Tennessee Valley OBGYN. They 
moved here in 2004 from North 
Carolina. Their children are 
Turner, who will be 2 years old 
in June; Benjamin who will be 9 
in June and will be a fourth 
grader at Whitesburg Christian 
Academy next year; and Thomas 
who will be 4 in October. Finally, 
Neil and Karen’s 15th wedding 
anniversary is in June! They are 
a really close family.

Happy Birthday to that 
special lady Louise Avery! 
Among many other activities, 
Louise does so much volunteer 
work for CASA and her church, 
Lathan United Methodist, and 
absolutely loves her grandchil­
dren! She’s the best.

There are some really beau­
tiful historic areas near down­
town Huntsville. Old Town will be 
sponsoring a Hidden Gardens 
Tour on June 7, from l-5pm. 
Have you ever walked by a home 
and wondered what the garden 
behind the home looked like? 

There are 9 stunning gardens that 
will be open for visitors, for just 
$ 10 each. You just might get some 
really great ideas for your own gar­
den! Tickets are available at In 
Bloom on Pratt Ave., Five Points 
Hallmark, Railroad Station An­
tiques and Dallas Mill Deli. There’s 
even a rain date as well.

We were so sorry to hear that 
Bob Langley had passed away, in 
late April. He was 89 years old, and 
was a prisoner of war before he 
escaped from a German prison 
camp in 1945. Bob worked at 
Thiokol for many years. He lived 
at Redstone Village Retirement 
Community after his wife Janis’ 
death and always appreciated the 
love and support that the Redstone 
community gave to him and his 
dog Lilly Belle. We send our deep­
est condolences to Bob’s children, 
grandchildren and great-grand­
children. He will be missed.

The Historic Lowry House 
hosted their 2nd Vintage Creations 
night recently at the home. You ar­
rive with your wine of choice, then 
be prepared to unleash the hidden 
artist inside you! A local artist (on 
this day, it was Connie Lougheed) 
will display one of her latest cre­
ations, then you follow the instruc­
tions of the artist in creating your 
own version of her masterpiece. 
The more wine, the better the 
paintings look! All of the paintings

Louie Tippett, owned & Operated 209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville
Specializing in: Carpet, Drapery & Upholstery, Oriental 

Rugs, Mini-Blinds, Removal of Unwanted Odors
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have their own personality and 
may or may not look like the origi­
nal, but it is definitely a fun night!

Happy Father’s Day to all you 
great Dads out there, and to those 
of you who still have your Dads, 
let them know you love them.

Discount Designer 
Shoes & Upscale 

Consignment Clothing

Discount Designer Shoes

Prada 

St. John 
Miu Miu 

Ferragamo 

Gucci 
Chanel 
Valentino

Cole Haan
Stuart Weitzman A

Fendi
... And Many Mor

Five Points - Wellman Ave.

(256) 489-7837

UNITED 
FIRE & WATER

DAMAGE
RESTORATION

UNITED CLEANING 
SERVICE

533-7163
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[recipe

Summer Fruit Salad

Melon balls in season
Berries in season
Seedless grapes, sliced
Lemon Juice
Pineapple wedges 
Maraschino cherries
Bananas, sliced
Fruit dressing (next)
Dip the banana slices in the 

lemon juice. Mix fruits together 
and place on salad greens. Use 
any or all of the fruits suggested, 
or add your own! Drizzle with 
dressing, recipe follows.

Fruit Salad Dressing

12 marshmallows, diced
1 8-oz. pkg. cream cheese
1 pt. whipping cream
1 c. mayonnaise
1 c. toasted, sliced almonds 

Mix cream cheese and 

mayonnaise before adding 
marshmallows and almonds. 
Whip cream and fold into the 
cheese mixture. This goes well 
with many raw or jellied fruit sal­
ads and keeps well in the fridge.

Garlic Dill Potato Salad

3 lbs. new potatoes, peeled 
1/2 c. sour cream 
1/2 c. mayonnaise
1 1/2 t. dried dill weed
2 T dill pickle cubes
2 t. dijon mustard
1 1/2 t. lemon juice
2 t. chopped garlic
Salt & pepper to taste
Boil potatoes til tender, about 

30 minutes. Remove from pan, 
rinse in cold water, cut into slices 
or cubes and put in bowl. Com­
bine other ingredients and pour 
over the potatoes. Refrigerate 
overnight before serving, to best 
combine all flavors.

Jane s Corn Salad

2 12-oz. cans shoe peg corn, 
drained

2 tomatoes, seeded, drained 
and chopped

1 bell pepper, chopped
1 purple onion, chopped
1 cucumber, peeled, seeded 

and chopped
2 t. salt
1/2 c. sour cream
4 T. mayonnaise
1/2 t. celery salt and pepper
1/2 t. dry mustard
2 T. white vinegar
Mix all together and refriger­

ate. This will serve 8-10.

Spicq Black Bean & 

Cilantro Salad

1/3 c. olive oil
1/4 c. fresh lime juice

EVERY
MONDAY

IS FAMILY 
NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner. 
Featuring a full menu and the best 

country breakfast in town!

Kids Eat
Free!

Every Monday night Kids eat Free!
One child, 10 and under, eats free from 

our new kid’s menu with each paid adult 
entree. Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast 

8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

i < zk — < YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS
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2 T. fresh cilantro, finely 

chopped
1 T. jalapeno pepper, minced
2 t. granulated garlic 
1/21. cumin seeds
1/2 t. salt
2 cans black beans, drained 

and rinsed
1/2 c. red onion, chopped
1/2 c. chopped yellow bell 

pepper
1/2 c. chopped red bell 

pepper
2 c. white shoe peg corn, 

drained
Mix ingredients together and 

marinate overnight. Serves 8 to
10.

Green Cabbage Salad

4 c. crisp, shredded cabbage 
1/2 small jar pimiento slices 
1/2 green pepper, diced
11. celery seed
11. salt
1/21. black pepper
3 t. Dijon or coarse ground 

mustard
4 T. sugar
3/4 c. garlic wine vinegar
1 garlic clove, minced 
1/2 c. vegetable oil

Wash, drain and combine 
vegetables in a serving bowl. Put 
remaining ingredients in a blender 
and whirl til salad dressing is 
thoroughly mixed. Add dressing 
to salad just before serving.

Weddings - Reception 
' A B

Call (256) 489-9200 for Information and Reservations

Excess dressing keeps well in the 
fridge.

ian Salad

1 lb. pkg. broccoli slaw
4 green onions, chopped
3 oz. Ramen noodles, 

Oriental flavor
1/2 c. cashew nuts
1/2 c. sunflower seeds
1/4 c. canola oil
1/2 c. sugar
1/3 c. cider vinegar
Seasoning packet from the 

Ramen noodles
Break up the noodles and 

mix with onions and slaw. Mix oil, 
vinegar, sugar and seasoning and 
pour over the broccoli mix. Refrig­
erate for 24 hours.

Add cashew nuts and sun­
flower seeds an hour before serv­
ing.

Blush inq Pea ps

2 cans pears
1 8-oz. pkg cream cheese 
1/2 c. finely chopped pecans 
Red food coloring
Drain the canned pears and 

pat dry. Mix cream cheese with 
the pecans. Spread this in the pear 
cavity and place face down on let­
tuce leaves.

Color tops of pears with a little 
red food coloring, thus the name.

Workshops starting in July 
for all Ages

THE

PAMA
AGENCY 536-5200

Professional Academy of 

Modeling & Acting 

Website-, pamaagency.com 
708 Andrew Jackson Way - Huntsville, Al 35801

883-7656
Country Cooking 

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Mon. - Sat. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm 

Closed Sundays

pamaagency.com
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Saturday Night at the 
Snuffdippers’ Ball

By George Dickerson

During the 1930's, 40's and 50's - Saturday's were 
busy days for the business district - or the Center 
City of Huntsville... Jefferson Street from Holmes Av­
enue to West Clinton was bustling with activity during 
the day, but Saturday night.... at times were almost de­
serted. About all that was open then was the Grand 
Theater - with the last Western feature, along with a few 
restaurants and cafes.

However, there was one place on the east side of 
Jefferson Street that was the focal point for fun and 
frolic on Saturday evening. It was a building known 
as The Labor Temple, and the second floor was where 
people gathered on Saturday nights to dance and to 
listen to country music. This was the place that was 
called, "The Snuff Dippers' Ball". Folks came to the 
ball from around town, Mill Village, Redstone Arsenal, 
and surrounding counties.

This hall was sometimes used for Union Meet­
ings and other events. Saturday nights the large room 
became a place to forget about the day to day drudg­
ery of working on the farms or the cotton mills, to 
unwind and have fun.

There were cane bottom chairs lined up along the 
walls, and at one end - the musicians had

It's European!
964 Airport Road • 880 9920

microphones and a sound systems to am­
plify their music, so there was no difficulty 
in hearing the sounds of the instruments.

As the dancers moved about the floor, 
the music almost bounced off the walls. 
Many of the folks at the Ball would partici-
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pate in the dancing, but some were there just to 
sit and listen to the good ole country music. Folks 
on the floor enjoyed both round and square danc­
ing. The musicians on the small stage put on quite 
a show. Usually, there were two fiddles, a banjo, a 
bass fiddle, a guitar and a mandolin or two. There 
were also one or two members of the band who 
would draft the Ball attendees for some of their 
sounds.

The Saturday night ball was a real social event. 
Many of the folks just sat and talked with their 
friends. It was a good opportunity to catch up on 
all the latest news from the farm and mill villages.

There were no alcoholic beverages sold at the 
Saturday dance. But people could bring their own 
bottles and purchase soft drinks to use as mix­
ers. The proprietor and manager of the dance hall 
was a fellow named Monte Sano Crowder. Monte 
served as greeter at the door and since he was a 
renowned fiddler, would sometimes take the stage 
and play a mean fiddle. Monte also acted as the 
Emcee during most of the Saturday dances. 
Monte stood more than six foot six and weighed 
in at two hundred and fifty pounds. Monte would 
also act as the official bouncer when the need 
arose. However, one look at ,______________
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Monte, and very few would give 
him any trouble.

In addition to being a talented 
fiddler, Monte was also a profes­
sional wrestler. So Monte was able 
to keep order without resorting to 
physical force. There were only a 
few instances of anyone getting 
belligerent or hostile. There might 
have been a few heated discus­
sions, but almost no fights or con­
frontations. If there were cases 
that came close to fisticuffs - 
Monte would politely escort the 
gentlemen down the steps - and 
the disagreement could be settled 
on the outside of the dance hall.

The Ball had gained a reputa­
tion of being a "den of iniquity" - 
and some of the Huntsville town 
folk spread the rumor that the ball 
was a haven for prostitutes, men 
on the prowl and those few look­
ing for a fight. There were few 
news report or police reports
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where they were dispatched to the 
Ball to restore order. One of the 
town’s flamboyant preachers 
would stand by the door at the 
floor below and admonish the 
people entering the hall.

As the ball got underway, the 
music was electrifying. The fiddler 
could be heard above everything 
else. The two Albino gentlemen 
that were playing made their in­
struments sing! The guitar and 
mandolin added a colorful dimen­
sion to the sounds of the hall. But 
it was the rhythmic percussion 
sound of the bass fiddle that re­
ally stood out. On some (when 
they finally got air conditioning) 
evenings the air conditioning 
would go on the blink - they would 
then open the windows for fresh 
air and improve the ventilation. 
With the windows opened - the 
sounds of the band wafted from 
the hall to the sidewalks below. 
Passers-by would often stop and 
Just listen to the sounds of the 
country music.

The ball was always well at­
tended, and packed with people 
and, yes they did dip snuff. In 
fact, two brands of snuff, 
Garrett and Brewton, could be 
purchased in small cans at the 
concession stand. One look at 
the floor and you knew this to 
be true.

During the Saturday Night 
Dance - you would see various 
modes of transportation all up 
and down Jefferson - mules to 
jalopies - to the latest in auto­
mobiles. They would also come 
on buses from Redstone Arse- 
nal and other military installa­
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tion located in close proximity to 
Huntsville.

As the evening wore on - the 
dancers and band would finally 
become weary. The Snuff Dip­
pers' Ball would come to a close 
for another week - with all the at­
tendees finding their way home. 
It would not be long before 
Jefferson Street was deserted. 
The dancers would work for an­
other week - waiting for the next 
Saturday Night at the Snuff Dip­
pers' Ball.

The Ball would last for several 
years into the I950's and I960's. 
Monte Crowder would go on to 
become famous as a fiddler. He 
would play for events throughout 
the southeast and was also se­
lected to play on the WSM Grand 
Ole Opry in Nashville and for the 
WLS Barn Dance in Chicago.

J

Eggnog Pie
Graham cracker pie shell
1 env. unflavored gelatin 
1/3 c. sugar
11/3 c. milk
3 egg yolks, lightly beaten
3 egg whites 
1/4 c. sugar
2 T. dark rum or rum flavoring 
1/2 c. heavy cream

Combine the gelatin, sugar, 
milk and egg yolks in a saucepan. 
Cook over medium heat slowly til 
mixture comes to a boil, remove 
from heat.

Chill for 20 minutes, stirring a 
few times. Beat egg whites into 
soft peaks and add sugar. Beat til 
thick, add rum to the chilled egg 
yolk mixture.

Whip cream and fold it, along 
with egg whites, into the egg mix­
ture. Pour into the pie shell and 
chill for 4 hours before serving.
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A Union Man
in Dixie

by Tom Baker

Shadrack Golden was hated by many 
and loved by few in the New Market, Ala­
bama community during the Civil War. 
Shadrack was an outspoken unionist, as 
was the entire Golden family. The Goldens 
were loyal unionist, church going, good 
neighbors, and good citizens who believed 
strongly in the Constitution of the United 
States, and that no state had the right to 
separate from the Union. They were not 
alone in their beliefs, for almost half the 
county believed as they did.

Such was the climate of the time as the 
war lingered on into January of 1865. The 
hatred for the Golden family grew stron­
ger as the war, after almost four long bloody 
years, seemed to be a lost cause for the Con­
federacy. Neighbors of the Goldens 
became more vicious in their hatred, run­
ning to the Confederate Bushwackers in 
the area and telling them that the Goldens 
were reporting to the Yankees any rebel 
soldier seen home on leave visiting his 
family.

Shadrack and a neighbor, on the 13th 
of January in 1865, were killing hogs at a 
place called Campbell Springs in the coun­
tryside outside New Market. A mob of 
Rebel Bushwackers approached them 
shouting obscenities. Shadrack and the 
neighbor, seeing the mob was intent on do­
ing them harm, ran toward home with the 
mob in hot pursuit. The young neighbor out­
ran the mob, but Shadrack, almost 57 years 
old, could not, and he was caught. They tied 
his hands behind him, and with a rope
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around his neck, pulled him along 
like one would pull an animal. Foul 
smelling men with whiskey 
breath cursed and Jeered him, 
asking "Where are your damn 
Yankee friends now, Union Man?" 

When they came within yards 
of Shadrack's home, he begged to 
go inside for his tobacco. His 
pleading struck a sympathetic 
cord in the heart of the gang 
leader and he gave the OK. Untie­
ing his hands, but keeping the rope 
around his neck, he was led by a 
big burly red bearded man into 
the house. Shadrack had in his

Want to know what your house is worth?Who knows the area better than alife long resident of Huntsville?
Call for a comparative market 

analysis consultation today or email 
janemc@kw.com .J--------------------------------

T ,, KELLERJane McElroy WILLIAMS
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1X30/ MO'WM toll free (866) 519-7220

pocket a leather pouch 
which contained five 
twenty dollar gold coins. 
Not knowing what this 
drunken bunch had in 
mind to do with him, he 
thought it best to rid him­
self of these. He reached 
for his tobacco pouch he 
kept on the fireplace 
mantel and intentionally 
brushed it onto the 
hearth below. Reaching 
down to retrieve it with 
his coin pouch in his 
hand he pretended to 
search while he placed 
the coin pouch behind a 
fire log on the hearth. 
When a fire was made 
that evening a family 
member would surely 
find it.

Outside with his 
hands tied again, the 
march continued with 
Shadrack being pulled 
along a narrow cow path 
toward a hill in the dis­
tance. Shadrack recog­
nized the hill as that of 
his Rebel neighbor. It 
was known as Bailes 
Hill. Reaching the crest 
of the hill, they shoved 
Shadrack against a big 
pine tree, and tied him 
to it. The leader of the 
mob stepped forward, 
and in a loud voice 
shouted, "Shadrack

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
256-704-5555

www.washingtonsquaregroup.net

* CHOPHOUSE ■ HUMPHREY’S - MASON’S *

mailto:janemc@kw.com
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Golden, you are guilty of treason 
for aiding the enemy in time of war 
in this community, and your sen­
tence is death. Have you any last 
words?" 'Yes, long live Abe Lincoln 
and the Union." Shadrack 
shouted. There was a brief silence. 
The command "Fire" was given, 
and a barrage of gunshots rang 
out echoing throughout the hol­
lows.

When they buried Shadrack 
Golden on that bitterly cold day 
in January of 1865, other than 
family, few were there to actu­
ally mourn him. The Yankee 
colonel in charge of the burial 
had forced surrounding neigh­
bors to attend. And with mili­
tary honors, Shadrack was laid 
to rest.

Today where Shadrack was 
buried is known as Bragg

Cemetery, located a few miles out­
side New Market, Alabama. The 
tallest tombstone in the cemetery 
marks the grave of Shadrack 
Golden. Hatred for Shadrack, 
some say, continued for him into 
death. For years workers who 
cleaned the cemetery grounds 
would, for spite, pile the trash and 
debris on Shadrack's grave. The 
inscription on his tombstone, or­
dered by the Yankee colonel to be 
inscribed, has faded with time as 
has the hatred.

It reads: In memory of 
Shadrack Golden, born July 4, 
1808 in the year of our Lord. 
On the 13 of January, 1865 he 
was taken off and murdered for 
maintaining the Union and Con­
stitution of the United States.
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Western Night 
Operetta at 
Hamilton 
School
By Theresa Hanvey Fallwell

For entertainment in the 
early 1920's, schools often pre­
sented operettas. Operettas were 
original plays that contained 
dancing, singing, and sundry 
forms of performance under a 
central theme. Most were held 
on a Saturday night and lasted, 
with intermission, about two 
hours.

Parents often served cookies 
and punch, and each operetta 
was a major social event for the 
community. Young children and 
girls especially liked the operet­
tas. Older boys were more hesi­
tant to perform these "sissy" 
activities, so they often begged 
off, feigning chores or simply 
not showing up on the night of 
the performance.

To counter this attitude on 
the part of older boys, some 
were coerced into participation 
by proud parents. This is the

story of how one of those reti­
cent boys, my late father Ralph 
Hanvey, fought against such pa­
rental coercion and won his 
battle not to participate in the 
operetta.

The Western Night Operetta 
at Hamilton School in May of 
1922 was promoted as out­
standing entertainment. There 
was to be square dancing, ani-
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mal costumes, songs, a Will 
Rogers dialogue complete with 
rope tricks, and a play. In addi­
tion, several children were to 
read their original poems, and 
solos on the piano, violin, and 
guitar were also scheduled. Cos­
tumes complemented the theme 
with the girls wearing colorful, 
long crepe paper circle skirts 
that swayed as they danced and
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sang and big, paper flowers in 
their hair. The boys wore jeans 
with vests, cowboy hats, ban­
danas, and as many toy pistols, 
guns, or knives as they could 
muster.

All of this entertainment was 
set against an impressive stage 
backdrop of a broken down 
fence appointed with bushes, 
sapling trees, and a big yellow, 
paper moon. Much time and ef­
fort had been spent to make
Western Night Operetta the best 
ever at Hamilton School.

At the time of the Western 
Night Operetta my dad was eight 
years old. His part in the per­
formance was as a dancer in the 
"hoedown" and a violin solo. 
His mother, a refined lady and 
a talented musician who played 
several instruments by ear, in­
sisted he take violin lessons 
from an early age.

The violin teacher lived 
across the football field from 
Hamilton School. So, once a 
week for three years on lesson 
day Ralph would have to dress 
up in his Sunday clothes so that

Shore’s Pressure Cleaning
Licensed and Insured

All types of High Pressure Washing
Free Estimates

Chris Shore - Owner 
2799 Elkwood Section Rd
Hazel Green Al. 35750
256-683-8656
email cleanbrick4u@ yahoo,com 

he would be properly attired to 
approach such a cultured in­
strument, and walk across the 
football field to his teacher's 
house. An audience of older 
boys would lie in wait for him, 
laughing and calling him the 
"mowsician."

My dad took great offense at 
this weekly teasing, and dreaded 
the operetta because he knew it 
would only increase the harass­
ment. Young Ralph made many 
excuses to es­
cape performing 
in the operetta, 
but his mother 
was insistent, 
thinking he had 
more talent than 
he did.

When the 
program for the 
Western Oper­
etta Night was 
finalized, Ralph 
noted that his 
dance perfor­
mance which he 
wanted to do 
was scheduled

in the first act followed by the vio­
lin solo which he did not want to 
do in the second act. He began to 
concoct a plan that would allow 
him to escape potential humilia­
tion and future teasing by the 
older boys, and yet, not openly 
defy his beloved mother.

The first act of the operetta 
was most entertaining for the 
large crowd that had gathered. 
The "hoedown" was well-re­
ceived by the audience. The Will

(jf Ht’k'd’kra
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Rogers' act was a great hit as it 
was current with its political 
jokes and satire. Next, the pri­
mary children dressed as farm 
animals, did their little play and 
sang their songs.

Following all the oohs and 
aahs, the intermission was an­
nounced. At that time, the per­
formers and the audience all 
adjourned to the picnic areas 
under the big oak trees in front 
of the school for cool refresh­
ments.

Amidst all the partaking of 
punch and cookies, Ralph 
slipped back into the audito­
rium unnoticed. From his vio­
lin case he pulled out a very large 
can of black pepper which he 
sprinkled all across the worn,

“There will be a pinto bean 
dinner next Sunday at 6pm.

Lively music to follow.”

Seen in local church bulletin 

wooden floor of the stage under 
cover of the stage curtain. After 
he disposed of the empty can, 
he quietly rejoined the others at 
the refreshment tables.

After intermission, the per­
formers and the audience filed 
back into the auditorium. The 
first act, a lively dance number, 
was to be performed by the sixth 
grade girls. The music began 
and the girls started moving 
rapidly on the stage, bowing to 
partners, circling, and prom­
enading home. Their long, crepe 
paper skirts grazed the floor 
with each bow and turn.

Suddenly, one of the girls 
began sneezing uncontrollably, 
then another and another. Soon 
all the girls were sneezing so 
hard that their eyes were water­
ing and their noses running. The 
dance movements were lost as 
they bumped into each other be­
cause they couldn't see, and 
some even fell as the floor be­
came slick from all that mois­
ture.
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Initial, subtle giggles from the 
audience turned into hysterical 
laughter as the situation deterio­
rated. The girls started crying be­
cause of the embarrassment, and 
seeking relief, they wiped their 
eyes and noses on the paper skirts 
which, of course, began to tear 
apart adding to their overall dis­
tress. To this scene, add a dis­
traught teacher running around 
dabbing at eyes with her handker­
chief and trying to salvage skirts 
and modesty until she, too, was 
overcome with sneezing. Observ­
ers noticed what appeared to be 
dust clouds rising from the stage 
floor. Parents, with handker­
chiefs in hand, retrieved their 
crying, sniveling children and 
headed for home fussing about 
the lack of cleanliness and 
preparation of the stage for the 
operetta.

It was with a sense of utter 
disbelief that the principal can­
celed the remainder of the oper­
etta.

With a smug smile and a guilty
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sense of accomplishment, my dad 
took his violin home and never 
played another note. And, even 
though Ralph didn't know it, his 
mother was terminally ill by this 
time, and, of necessity, she relin­
quished her dream of him ever 
becoming an accomplished violin­
ist.

His means of escaping the op­
eretta remained a secret until he 
confessed later in life and at a con­
siderable distance from Hamilton 
School. It might also be noted that 
for a number of years after the 
disastrous Western Night Oper­
etta, the stage received particular 
attention and a personal inspec­
tion by the principal prior to any 
Hamilton School function.

Huntsville
Trivia

“Ozone created by electric 
cars now killing millions in 

the largest state in the U.S., 
Mexifornia, formerly known 

as California.”

Headline from the year2030

1812 - Inflation has driven the 
price of Whiskey to an astonish­
ing price of five cents a shot.

1832 - Lemuel Jackson suc­
cessfully bids on two slaves be­
ing auctioned in front of the 
courthouse. Mr. Jackson, a lo­
cal business owner, is black.

1862 - Huntsville is taken 
by Union troops. The advance 
unit that entered Huntsville was 
led by Union Colonel Ivan 
Valsilovich Turchinoff, a Rus­
sian emigre.

1876 - Faced with a budget 
deficit, Madison County is 
forced to sell the County Poor 
House. An outraged citizen, 
Donald Finney, suggested it 
might make more sense 
to sell the City Hall, as it 
was responsible for the 
deficit.
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Huntsville's 
Ladies 
of the Night

by Judy Wills

probably was the fact that her 
girls had regular health in­
spections.

Miss Bessie Russell, for 
whom the branch library is 
named, was the widow of the 
physician who was charged with 
health inspections at Mollie’s 
place.

Mrs. Russell remembered 
her mother talking about Mollie,
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saying “she was the most attrac­
tive person you ever saw.” She al­
ways carried a parasol and when 
she took her afternoon ride in her 
long black carriage with the two 
black horses, she was consid­
ered, by most people, to be an ex­
tremely glamourous lady.

Mollie was an astute business 
woman who knew the value of 
publicity. One year, during the

The theme of the wicked lady 
with the heart of gold runs 
through our literature from the 
Biblical Rahab, the Harlot, an an­
cestor of Jesus to that friend of 
Rhett Butlers, Belle Watley, in 
Gone With The Wind.

Huntsville has its own version, 
but it was fact, not fiction.

Huntsville Hospital owes its 
existence to the generosity of the 
town’s most colorful madam, 
Mollie Teal. She bequeathed her 
house, the most popular bordello 
in town, first to a friend, and then 
upon the friend’s death to the City 
of Huntsville. It became the City 
Infirmary and operated until 
1926 as a hospital. It was
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Help Is

y
one of the most modern 
hospitals in North Ala­
bama, even having its 
own School of Nur sing. It 
remained in operation 
until Huntsville Hospital 
opened.

Mollie became quite 
well off financially as a 
result of her “business.” 
She bought the house at 
the comer of St. Clair and 
Gallatin for a mere $300 
and a few years later was 
able to mortgage it for 
$1,900, a debt she soon 
repaid. It was an extrava­
gant, well run house 
where a shot of whiskey 
could be had for 25 cents 
and the favors of an at­
tentive lass would cost 
you $5 for the night.

Part of the public’s 
confidence in Mollie’s
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4th of July parade, she dressed her ladies in 
their finest garb and joined the parade, to the 
delight of many onlookers. She was not on the 
official parade schedule, but as an observer later 
commented. "She did add a bit of interest.”

Mollie’s ghost was said by many to have 
haunted the hospital for years after her death. 
There was a screen door that had a habit of 
slamming and hooking itself shut. The long 
time employees joked that it was Mollie check­
ing on the customers.

Another legend concerns her grave in 
Maple Hill Cemetery. Ever since her death al­
most a century ago, fresh flowers have been pe­
riodically placed on her grave. No one knows 
by whom.

While Mollie Teal is the most colorful and 
the best known of Huntsville’s “Fancy Ladies,” 
she was certainly not the only one. Minnie 
Maples’ establishment, though smaller than 
Mollie’s, was equally well known around the 
turn of the century. She and her employees 
advertised their wares by dressing up and 
promenading on the city’s sidewalks. Heavily 
made up, wearing big flowery hats and ex­
quisite clothing, they attracted much atten­
tion on their daily excursions.

May Wells, June Martin, Jewel Earl, and 
“Gashouse Carrie” were other prominent 
Huntsville madams, but in the 1920s and 30s 
the best known was Hazel Battle. Her house 
was located near the present day site of Von 
Braun Civic Center, and though illegal, had the 
reputation of being a well regulated house. The 
only disturbances were an occasional police raid 
when some of the girls would be jailed long 
enough to get their health checkups.

Many of Huntsville’s outstanding citizens 
were regular patrons of the houses, as evidenced 
by an incident that happened in the late 1800s. 

One of the bordellos caught fire and the fire depart­
ment quickly showed up and extinguished the blaze, 
which proved to be minor.

Needless to say, the girls were so impressed by the 
brave, courageous firemen that they Invited them to stay 
for a while and “relax.”

And needless to say, when word spread among the 
volunteer fire department of the madam’s offer, other
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firemen, even from out in the county, begin 
showing up, “to make sure the fire is out.”

Unfortunately, the Huntsville Police De­
partment chose this exact time to stage one 
of their raids. The firemen were promptly 
arrested and thrown in the calaboose. 
Furious, the volunteer firemen resigned, 
leaving Huntsville without fire protection 
until the matter was straightened out.

Some of the prostitutes married well. 
Miss Bessie Russell remembered that her 
husband was astonished at the number 
of young men who married women right 
out of the houses. Though “polite society” 
never mentions the fact, there are still sev-

Swift Justice
From 1890 Huntsville newspaper

A speedy and conclusive trial was 
that of Ed Morrison, who killed young 
Henry Hunter in Madison County, Ga. 
at three weeks since. Eighteen min­
utes argument for the defense, six­
teen for the prosecution, twenty for 
the judge’s charge, twenty for the jury 
and then the verdict. One hour and 
fourteen minutes after the evidence 
closed, the jury returned a verdict of 
Guilty.

He was hanged the morning next.
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eral elderly matriarchs in Huntsville today who got their start 
in a much more colorful place than the Huntsville Country
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News from
1907

- I wish to learn of the 
whereabouts of my folks. My 
father was named Dickson; 
brother name Edmond Ander­
son; sisters named Polly, Dinah 
and Rachel Anderson. Sister 
Polly married a man by the 
name of John Anderson.

I came from South Carolina 
when I was 19 years of age and 
stayed 2 or 3 years in Green 
County, Alabama, then went to 
Lee County Mississippi, near 
Carona. I left there the 2nd year 
of the war and went to Corinth, 
from there to Cleveland, 
Tennessee, where I joined the 
Federal Army and served three 
years and have been in Hunts­
ville since I was mustered out.

Write Milton Anderson at 
Huntsville, care of the Journal.

- On Saturday last, at New 
Market in this county, a young

SLINKARD WOODCRAFT, LLC
Greg Slinkard

Office (256) 859-4020

Cell (256) 653-1703
Fax (256) 859-9800 

man, George Norris raised a dif­
ficulty with another young man, 
Bud Powers, and the town mar­
shal, William Mullins tried to 
arrest him. Norris drew his 
knife and resisted arrest. 
Mullins struck Norris with his 
stick; and a young man, Will­
iam Fuqua, threw a stone at 
Mullins, striking him on the 
head and knocking him sense­
less.

Attempts were made by other 
citizens to arrest Norris and 
Fuqua, but they drew their guns 
and the citizens being unarmed, 
they made their escape. Parties 
have been out hunting them, but 
to no avail, and it is supposed 
they have left the country. Our 
informant says that new brandy 
made at stills near New Market 
is the cause of the trouble and 
is causing a good deal more of 
trouble in the neighborhood.

- Near Huntsville on Sunday 
last, a boy killed his father. The 
facts, as told to us, are that the 
boy left the house of his father, 
Hawk Houston, and went to the

111 Benson Circle 
Huntsville, Al 35806

Custom Cabinets
email: slin3305@bellsouth.net 

farm of Mr. Wm. R. Day, and 
Hawk went after him, and told 
him he intended to whip him, 
when he got him home. The boy 
got home first, and seizing a 
shotgun, fired the load into his 
father’s heart. It is stated, al-
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most incredibly, that the father, although 
shot and badly bleeding, drew a revolver 
and fired twice at his son as he ran off.

The boy escaped and at last accounts 
had not been seen in the neighborhood, 
and no one has pursued him.

- For Sale - roller top desk - good 
as new, will sell cheap. Address H. R. 
Taylor, Huntsville, Ala. Box 512

- Once upon a time someone said, 
“When you do a thing do it well.” Evi­
dently burglars who last night ransacked 
John Cicero’s store on the corner of 
Washington and Holmes Street believed 
in this teaching.

They entered through the rear door, 
but were not satisfied with merely break­
ing the lock. They took the entire door 
off and set it neatly to one side. Mr. 
Cicero early this morning reported the 
loss of more than 1,000 cigarettes, a 
batch of cigars, some boxes of candy 
and various other small items as well 
as $6.00 which was in the cash drawer.

- Edward T. Sweeney, employee of a 
carriage factory here, is in Jail on a 
charge of wife beating and public drunk­
enness. The prosecution claims that 
on last Saturday night, Sweeney went 
home in a beastly state of drunkenness. 
He committed an assault upon and 
choked his wife, Mrs. Maud Sweeney 
and she was compelled to flee, attired 
in insufficient clothing, from her home 
on Jefferson Street, to the home

- Frank Pickard, one of the ad writers on the Mercury, and 
R.D. Carlisle figured in a dangerous runaway at the Southern 
Depot Sunday afternoon. Their horse became frightened at 
the approaching train and overturned the buggy, but neither 
of the occupants were hurt.

- Looking for information on Mrs. Frances W. Gerkin, a 
music teacher, nearly blind, who left Norfolk, Virginia some 
years ago and is reported to have been drowned while cross­
ing the Tennessee River, near Ditto, four or five years ago.
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of J. H. Bryant in the southern 
part of the city.

A warrant was sworn out 
against Sweeney in Justice 
Vaughn's court and Sweeney is 
now in jail in default of bail in the 
sum of $700.00.
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Professors Lost 
to Huntsville's 
Damsels

The following is taken from 
"Franklin College and Its Influ­
ences."

In 1843 I went to Elm Crag 
School, but remained only a short 
time. I was not pleased with Elm 
Crag as suited to my wants at the 
time, and went to Old Lasea, 
Maury County, Tenn., and re­
mained there three years.

When Elm Crag merged into 
Franklin College, I visited it oc­
casionally. During one vacation 
the students of Franklin College 
were sent out on excursions.

My teacher, John M. Barnes, 
and I went with a crowd of about 
twenty students under the con­
trol of Professor Fall, of lan­
guages; Professor Loomis, of 
natural science; and Professor 
Cook, of music. Among the 
young men were the pick of the 
musicians at the college, who
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Residential

Professional
Design Builder

Over 28 years Experience 
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gave a free concert at every town 
or village we passed.

The people were so carried 
away with the music that they 
gave us an abundance of sup­
plies all along our route (for we 
camped under a good tent every 
night).

When we reached Huntsville, 
Ala., we pitched our tent hard 
by the city, and announced a free 
concert in the courthouse that 
night (Friday). We had a fair 
audience, and the young men 
did full justice to the occasion.

The next morning a commit­
tee of gentlemen came to our tent 
and notified us that the city au­
thorities had arranged with the 
two hotels for our accommoda­
tions free of charge while we re­
mained there. The professors 
gladly accepted. Our camp eq­
uipage was taken in charge, and
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we were all assigned rooms in the 
two hotels.

Announcement was made at 
once for a free concert at night. 
In the meantime the professors, 
who were all young men, began 
to be introduced to the young 
ladies of the city; and the boys 
followed their example, till the 
city was all aglow with prom­
enades, flowers, and bouquets. 
The boys seemed to be on stilts, 
and at night the courthouse was 
jammed, while flowers show­
ered like meteors upon the mu­
sicians.

On Sunday, Professor 
Barnes preached a big dis­
course, and all the afternoon 
and night was spent by the 
young men in gallanting the 
lovely Huntsville girls.

On Sunday morning we were 
to move on. according to our 
programme; but another com­
mittee waited upon the profes­
sors, J. F. Demoville being the 
speaker, insisting upon a con­
cert for the special benefit of the 
old people, in which an anthem, 
“The Earth is the Lord’s, and the 

Fullness Thereof,” must be ren­
dered. It took but little persua­
sion to carry the point.

On Monday night the old 
people of Huntsville had the 
front seats, (two courthouses 
could not have seated the 
crowd.) Professor Cook, with 
all his boys, felt the magnitude 
of the occasion, and surpassed 
themselves on all former occa­
sions, to the delight of all 
present.

On Tuesday morning we had 
to leave early to reach a barbe­
cue which we bad been notified 
would be given us at Savannah, 
(sic) Ala.

When the time came, nearly
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every student and professor had 
a sweetheart that he must tell 
good-by. Huntsville girls did not 
rise in those days in time for calls 
from young men and give them a 
very early start; but there was no 
use in grumbling, for that call had 
to be made by the professors, es­
pecially if it consumed half the 
day.

For a time the boys had no 
leader, till young Carmack of 
Mississippi assumed the role of 
leader and sent messengers all 
over the city to find the 
professors.

Finally he got them “rounded 
up” and we all had to “double- 
quick to make the barbecue.”
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A Trip To Town
by Mildred Thomas

The residents of Lacey’s Spring and other 
points south of the Tennessee River were some­
what isolated from civilization for years, until 
the C. C. Clay Bridge was built in 1931. Before 
the bridge was built, the only way people could 
get to Huntsville and Madison County was by fer­
ryboat at Ditto Landing.

Before there was a bridge across the Tennes­
see River, the postman and his horse or mule 
rode a ferry to the north bank, then went on to 
the train station at Farley to send off a sack of 
letters and pick up any mail coming in. Man and 
beast would then take the ferry south across the 
river and deliver their route.

At one time, Mr. Bill Thomas rented Hobbs 
Island where he grew cotton and corn. He would 
take his farming equipment and mules to the ferry, 
cross the river, then go down Hobbs Island road 
to the island. When he got to the island, he would 
ford the Little River to the island where the ani­
mals and equipment would stay until the first 
stages of the plowing were complete. Mr. Bill 
would do this two or three times a year. He and 
his sons, along with some hired hands would 
board a large canoe type boat, (they called it a 
Yawl), at Johnston Landing and paddle across 
the Tennessee River to the island. They worked 
in the field all day, then paddled back to the other 
side before daylight’s end. It was a hard life, but 
it was the only life we knew.

Mrs. Berta Kay of Lacey’s Spring was a large 
landowner and very nice lady. She thought it 
would be a nice gesture to take a truckload of 
youngsters to see a movie in Huntsville. The C. 
C. Clay bridge had just been built and at the time 
was a toll bridge, (I think the toll was about a 
nickel). Mr. Nat Hough was the toll bridge keeper. 
Mrs. Kay furnished a truck for about fifteen to 
eighteen of us kids and paid the toll for all of us
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flexible schedules.
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256-539-1084 UAH degree 
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to go over the bridge. Buford Garrett drove the 
truck. The old truck was a ton and a half that 
was used to haul cotton and do work around 
the farm. It had high sideboards and we all 
stood up in the truck like cattle - singing songs, 
laughing and telling jokes. We had a lot of fun.

We parked at T. T. Terrys and walked to the 
Elks Theater that was on Eustis Street behind 
the Schiffman building. My sister Ebb, who 
was four years younger than I, had never been 
to the city before. So when she saw street lights 
for the first time in her life, she didn’t know 
what to think. She was so amazed that she 
just wanted to look at the pretty lights. We 
almost got lost from the others while I was 
trying to get her to come along!

Mrs. Kay bought everybody’s ticket to get 
into the movie theater. I don’t remember what 
movie we saw, but we had a wonderful time. 
On the way back home, about halfway between 
the bridge and what is now Hwy. 36 (which wasn't 
there then) the truck broke down. We had to 
walk at least two miles to get home.

The evening was one of the wonderful memo­
ries of my childhood and of a wonderful lady, 
Mrs. Berta Kay.

At Derrick Design and Remodeling, we work with you 

to develop solutions that incorporate your ideas and desires 

and stay within your budget. We are commited to providing you 

with a pleasant remodeling experience.

DERRICK
DESIGN AND 
REMODELING

Computer Problems?

mailto:mrmagnant@knology.net


Old Huntsville Page 41

A War 
Letter

Dear Ma,
I hope that this letter finds 

you in good health. We are in 
camp now in a place called 
Huntsville. The people here 
aren’t too friendly and there is 
not much to do. There is a big 
spring here and that is where 
people go to see other people.

They say that Morgan is go­
ing to try and take the city back 
but we are ready for him. We 
got a lot of defenses and no one 
would try to overcome them. 
We march all the time.

This war cannot last much 
longer because people are going 
to get tired of killing. People 
can’t kill but so much and they 
will get tired of it and then there 
will not be any more wars.

Roy is coming back home on 
leave soon. He got a bullet but 
not bad. I hope this war will be 
over by Christmas and I can 
come home. Please send me a 
comb and some real sugar if you 
can, we don’t ever get none of 
that here.

Don’t forget me Ma,
Your son Ben

Reward For 
Horse Thief

from 1827 newspaper

On the 23 of October last, a 
man who called his name J. 
Wilbond sold me a Horse, and 
said he was going back to 
Huntsville, from which place he 
came here; I paid him, he then 
took the stage, went a few miles, 
whereupon the driver said he 
got out and went into the woods. 
That night my stable was bro­
ken open, and the horse I 
bought off him stolen out, with 
a new saddle and bridle.

As said Wilbond has not 
been heard of since, no doubt 
but he returned that night and 
stole my horse. Wilbond is a 
large man, blue eyes and fair 
complexion, and says but little, 
wore a black cloak, and black 
cloth coat.

He limps on one leg and 
speaks with an educated voice. 
He is around 25 years of age 
with a heavy black beard.

I will pay $50 for the deliv­
ery of said Wilbond and the 
horse to me, living at the Bell 
Tavern in Winchester, Tennes­
see, and for the horse alone, 
$25. Wm. Rankins.
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“There’s no trick to being a 
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whole government working 
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Tips from Liz
* This is one of my originals. 

I found that when replacing 
plants in my window-boxes, the 
roots from ivy and other plants 
were too tough for my garden 
spade to go through. I used a 
large, serrated kitchen knife and 
it cut through the roots beauti­
fully. And this way if I wanted to 
transplant the ivy someplace 
else, I had a nice plant/root pack­
age to plant. It’s much easier than 
trying to get through all that with 
a small garden tool!

* For hiccups, there are 
thousands of remedies. Try eat­
ing a piece of bread that is a few 
days old. Eat it slowly, by small 
pieces. By the time you’re done, 
your hiccups should be gone! 
Or, place an ice cube right below 
your Adam’s apple and count to 
150. And the final one, take a 
mouthful of water and keep it in 
your mouth while you stick the 
middle fingers of each hand into 
your ears and press firmly. 
Count to 100, then swallow the 
water and unplug your ears.

* If you can’t sleep, try a 
natural remedy. Warm some 
milk with 1/2 teaspoonful of nut­
meg and 1 teaspoon of honey. 
Drink right before you get to bed 
and you’ll have sweet dreams! 
Or try a breathing technique. Get 
into bed. Before you lie down, 
breathe deeply 6 times. Count to 
100, then breathe deeply an­
other 6 times. Good night!

* For a fever, bind sliced 
onions or garlic to the bottoms 
of your feet. Don’t be surprised 
if this gives you garlic or onion 
breath! And it WILL bring down 
your temperature.

* If you’re feeling nauseated, 
drink 1/2 cup of ginger ale. You'll 
be burping in a minute, but will 
feel better.

* Warm ginger tea works 
wonders for a colicky child, as 
well.

* For those women who experi­
ence hot flashes, many have been 
helped by taking 500 mg. of bee 
pollen a day. Always check with 
your doctor first, of course!

* For indigestion, try scrubbing 
an orange and eating some of the 
peel 5 minutes after a meal.

Dallas

Dejj'F*
Call us to reserve the Deli for your special event 

after 4pm - we will cater for you or you can 
provide your own refreshments.

Open 5:30 AM til 2:30 PM
489-3354

WMKF4S7-- LUNCH - SANDWICHES
CHIU DOGS - BURGERS - DESSERTS 

SOUP OE THE DAY
CORNER PRATT AVE. AND WASHINGTON ST.

Southern Sealing & Striping
Specializing in sealing & strip­
ing. We do parking lots, handi­
cap parking and driveways.

Call for free estimates
Cell 656-9357
Office 881-8337

Joe Walker & Jeff Walker, Proprietors

* Okra can be a mild laxative 
- add it to your favorite vegetable 
soup and you’ll stay regular!

* A really good cough remedy 
is to mix 1/2 cup apple cider 
vinegar, honey & 1 teaspoon 
cayenne pepper, drink as needed. 
This can be used day or night.

I
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Wife Turns In 
Murderer After 
Seventeen Years

from 1900 newspaper

Sheriff Oscar Fulgham has 
gone to Paris, Texas to bring 
Jas. H. O'Connor to Huntsville. 
O'Connor is the Negro man who 
killed policeman Bill Street dur­
ing the fair here 17 years ago.

He went out to Texas after 
making his escape and married. 
Some years ago he confided ev­
erything he knew in her, and they 
lived together happily until re­
cently, when they fell out and he 
beat her considerably. To get 
revenge she went and told the 
sheriff that her husband had 
killed a policeman in Huntsville 
about 17 years ago, by the name 
of Bill Street. The Sheriff at once 
telegraphed Sheriff Fulgham

Some of the older citizens 
will recall that when Policeman 
Street was murdered, two men 
were implicated in the crime, 
one making his escape and the 
other man was lynched on the 
courthouse square.

The Grand 
Shine Dry 
Cleaners

One of Huntsville's unique 
attractions in the late 1940s 
was, believe it or not, a dry 
cleaning establishment. Owned 
by a Mr. Johnson, the Grand 
Shine Dry Cleaners offered on 
the spot dry cleaning and press­
ing for the individual with a busy 
schedule.

Unfortunately, many of his 
clients were farmers who only 

owned one suit, and it was the 
one they wore to town to do their 
shopping. Many of these farm­
ers wanted to have their suit 
cleaned while in town, but, not 
having another change of clothes, 
were forced to hide in the 
restroom while the employees 
hastily dry cleaned the suit.

In an effort to rectify the 
problem. Mr. Johnson acquired 
a large barrel which he placed 
in the front lobby of his estab­

124 South Side Square - Huntsville, Alabama 
(256) 536-3631

Now Featuring: Hands Pottery, The Charming Cherub Jewelry 
and Vintage Mix and Match Silverplate Flatware!

Let us help you find the perfect gift for that 
special someone!

New Summer Hours! We will now be open until 6:00 on 
Saterday evenings.

Owned & Operated by the Historic Huntsville Foundation. 
Dedicated to preserving Historic Sites in Madison County

lishment. The front of the bar­
rel was fitted with a hinged door 
allowing customers to enter, 
where they could remove their 
clothes and wait for them to be 
cleaned.lt also gave the custom­
ers a chance to converse with 
other people who had business 
in the shop.

The price was 50 cents a 
suit, or 65 cents if you used 
the barrel.

cleaned.lt
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News From the Year 1914
News From Huntsville and Around The World

Europe On Brink Of War
Austria-Hungary is eager and 

ready to invade Serbia and as 
the sending of his passports to 
the Serbian minister is a virtual 
declaration of war, hostilities 
will begin probably within the 
next day or two.

Serbia had acceded to most 
of Austria’s demands and noth­
ing but an entire surrender on 
its part could now avert war. 
While the warlike attitude of 
Austria-Hungary has been pre­
cipitated by the assassination of 
the Crown Prince Franz 
Ferdinand, about two weeks ago, 
a Slavic propaganda against 
Austria has been in progress for 
some time.

But the moment Austria 
starts a war with Serbia, Rus­
sia will take up the fight and aid 
its little Slavic neighbor to the 
full extent of its military re­
sources.

Germany would join Aus­
tria. The German people are in 
a frenzy of war. France and pos­
sibly England would be drawn 
into the conflict. The only cer­
tainty is that the United States 

will mind her own business and 
stay out of the fracas.

Europe has been long pre­
paring for such a war as this 
which is threatened, but although 
it seems inevitable, all peace-lov­
ing people will pray that some way 
out of it will yet be found.

New Hotel 
Skyscraper 
in Huntsville
Ground breaking was held 

today for the Twickenham Hotel, 
a project expected to cost 
$100,000. The hotel is being 
built on the site of the old mar­
ket house which was purchased 
by the city for a reported $15,000. 
A crowd of some three thousand 
people attended the ground break­
ing-

With the completion of the six 
story hotel, Huntsville will be 
able to boast of having the tall­
est skyscraper in the Tennessee 
Valley.

Family Saved 
By Dog As 
Home Burns

A Dallas mill family is 
counting their blessings this 
morning after their home was 
completely destroyed by fire. 
The family was sound asleep 
when the blaze began and were 
alerted by the pet terrier which 
began barking until the whole 
family was roused.

The family is staying with 
relatives until more accommo­
dations can be found. The 
mills have a policy against pets 
but it is expected to be waived 
in this instance.

SILVER DOLLARS

534-0502
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Local Man in 
Jail after 
Drowning Death

Vassar Vest, residence 121 
Washington Street, Decatur was 
drowned in the Tennessee River 
this morning about ten o’clock. 
At a point several hundred yards 
below the bridge, a boat oc­
cupied by Vest and a young man 
named Jim Breedlove turned 
over according to Breedlove’s 
story, throwing the two out.

Breedlove has been arrested 
and placed in the county jail. 
Breedlove, when seen in the 
lockup this afternoon, told the fol­
lowing story to a reporter: “Vest 
and I were crossing the river to 
fish and had reached the other 
side when the boat turned over, 
but I do not know what caused it. 
I grabbed the side and saved my­
self. I got the boat turned right 
side up when I had gotten about 
50 yards from this side, after hav­
ing looked for the body of Vest. I 
came on to land and got the fam­
ily of Vest and went back across 
the river. I was sitting on the bank 
over there when Deputy Sheriff 
McCulloch arrested me.”

Breedlove does not have a 
criminal face, but there appear to 
be several details of the drowning Are Your Floors Shaking?

Do You Have Cracks In Your Walls?^| Are Your Floors Swagging?AreYourDoors Hard To Close? j
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE / HOME OWNED & OPERATED

inc:
ALABAMA & TEN NESSEE:

All Work Guranteed,

(256) 830-4942 or 1-800-877-3502

which he doesn’t seem to be quite 
familiar with. He stated that he 
didn’t know what caused the boat 
to turn over, dumping the men in 
the water, though he said that Vest 
had been teasing him about not 
being able to swim and had been 
rocking the boat in an effort to 
aggravate him.

Deer To Go
County official today an­

nounced that they would no 
longer permit deer in the court 
house yard. The announcement 
was met with hoots of derision 
by people who have grown at­
tached to the pet deer.

Supporters of the deer have 
vowed to go to court to prevent 
the county from removing the 
animals.

New Speed Limit
The Huntsville city officials 

moved the city into a new era 
last night when they approved 
raising the automobile speed 
limits from 10 miles an hour to 
15.

Despite protests from people 
who claimed the increase will re­
sult in total mayhem on 
Huntsville’s streets, the measure 
was approved unanimously.

Five Points
Hallmark Shop

Gold Crown Hallmark Store

“Ugly Dolls”

“Switch Flops” - Flip Flops with 
Interchangeable Straps 

“Mainstreet “ Collection -
Whimsical Monogrammed Items

Consultant for Rodan & Fields 
dermatological products

Mon-Fri 10am-6pm * Sat. 10am-5pm

534-5854
Under New Ownership

Theresa Carlisle
_ 716 Pratt Ave-in 5 Points

“24 hours in a day, 24 beers 
in a case. Coincidence?

I think not.”

Stephen Wright

BY
DRL

INCORPORAlfD

MADE TO ORDER 
WINDOWS AND DOORS

Penn Dilworth - Chris Craig
Your Professional Construction 

Specialists 

256-539-7704 
2802 Memorial Parkway S.W.

Huntsville, Alabama 35801
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Life on 
Monte Sano

by Tom Barr

My first encounter with the 
water system was after we pur­
chased our first lot on Crescent 
Circle. In order to get water to 
our lot we had to join the "Monte 
Sano Water Association." Sam 
Thompson sold the lots for the 
Mountain Heights Development 
Company (M. M. Hutchens and 
Herbert Johnson were Trustees 
for the stockholders).

You had to deal with the As­
sociation to get water. Member­
ship required that you have the 
proper house plans and be ac­
ceptable socially to the other 
mountain people. The $150 fee 
was more important than being 
social. I never knew of anyone 
being turned down.

The association wanted qual­
ity houses. Any house costing 
over $5000 was OK. In fact most 
of the houses cost about 10 or 
12 thousand. If you really 
wanted to put on the dog and 
show your wealth you could

Huntsville’s 
Train Store 

blow $15K on your house. This 
would get the best bluff lot, 4 
bedrooms and a rental apart­
ment over the garage.

We had to borrow $6000 to 
build our first house on Cres­
cent Circle. The loan agency was 
very uptight about lending 
money for a house on Monte 
Sano. No pavement on the side 
streets and no street numbers. 
We all had mailboxes on Monte 
Sano Boulevard. Our number 
was 77 1/8. There was a 77, 77 
1/2 and 77 1/4. The post mas­
ter did not believe the moun­
tain would ever need more than 
100 mailboxes.

Up to the time when 
Redstone reopened, Monte Sano 
was considered fit only for sum­
mer living. If you had money you 
had a summer home on the 
mountain and lived downtown 
during the "terrible winter

Sofafix
Cornputer Solutions

Licenced * Insured **•»•&*»
W® ow Senior & Mittsry 

CDMEUIfiKIRQUfiLES?

Local. Old Fashioned Service... 
to “fix” Modern Technology

months."
I don't know who started the 

Water Association. At the time 
we moved to the mountain the 
lots were going for $75 to $150 
each. They were narrow 50 to 
75 feet wide by 200 to 300 feet 
deep. Most people purchased 
two or more lots. When you got 
ready to build you applied to the 
Water Association for a water 
connection. You filled out a form 
and submitted your house plans. 
They had some type of review 
and in time you would receive a 
go ahead on your house.

Getting a water connection 
simply meant you were given a 
water meter by the Association. 
It was your problem to find the 
water main and have the meter 
installed. Marvin Tippett was the 
man to find the water main and 
install the meter. In some cases 
no water main existed, which left

http://www.soli/fix. com 
(256) 426-2358 

A Model Railroaders Paradise Solufix is individually owned to service all of your 
Small Business and Residential Computer/ 
Technology needs with flexibility I

We ARE NOT like computer gurus, geeks, 
technicians, tech guys, and the others who fry to 
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Chips are for electronics-you won't find one on 
our shoulder.
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you with the problem of working 
out some deal to install a link to 
the main line. Cost was usually 
shared by the Association and 
owners of the land needing the 
water line.

The water distribution sys­
tem on the mountain was any­
thing but ideal. The entire sys­
tem was based on a 2 inch di­
ameter main line and more 2 
inch distribution lines to side 
streets. The line from our wet 
weather spring and reservoir to 
the top of the mountain was also 
2 inch diameter. The spring was 
down the dirt road across from 
Burritt Museum (at the time Dr. 
Burritt's home).

Continuing down this road 
would lead around the moun­
tain and eventually to the Natu­
ral Well. The reservoir was an 
open concrete tank about 5 feet 
deep and 30 feet in diameter. It 
may have been built by the Ci­
vilian Conservation Corp (CCC) 
in the 1930's. Adjacent to the 
reservoir we had a small block 
building that housed the large 
1 HP pump and chlorination 
system. The chlorinator seldom 
worked.

We occasionally chlorinated 
the water, especially on week­
ends after the kids tired of 
swimming in the reservoir. 
Swimming was against the 
rules, but seemed to go on any­
way. Not only was the swim­
ming bad for the water but the 
reservoir had a good bit of glass 
in it.

Since the chlorinator rarely 
worked we would bypass the 

unit and put chlorine directly into 
the reservoir. I had a chlorine 
measuring kit that I used to care­
fully determine the amount of 
chlorine to add.

Hank Shuey figured out that 
the cheapest chlorine source 
was Clorox bleach. It came in 
one gallon glass bottles that we 
purchased by the case from 
Sandlin Hardware on the 
Square. Once a year we had ev­
eryone come down to the reser­
voir and help clean it out. There 
was Otto Hoberg, Buster Bell, 
Eric Neubert and many others. 
All of us continued to drink the 
water, even after the cleanup.

During the dry season we 
pumped city water from Fagan 
Springs to the mountain top. 
Someone had run a 2 inch pipe 
from town to the mountain top, 
possibly the CCC. This pipe in 
many areas was above ground 
and thus froze and burst dur­

Taylor Produce
Huge Plant Sale NOW!

Come see us in our brand new location! If you go south on 
Parkway, pass Airport road and take the Golf Rd. Exit, exit 
left under Parkway so you’re now going north - we’re on the 

right at Jones Valley Drive.

Proudly owned & operated by Tooter Taylor’s daughters & 
grandchildren! We’re keeping the tradition alive!

Fruits, local vegetables, watermelon, etc.

ing some of the cold winters. 
Some of the most miserable 
times in my life was when we 
had to walk down the mountain 
in sub zero weather looking for 
the break. In cold weather the 
trick was to keep water flowing 
to prevent a freeze.

The Fagan Spring pump was 
a Deming "Tri Plex". A three pis­
ton pump driven with a 20 
horsepower motor. It was lo­
cated in an old tin shed just be­
low the old abandoned Hunts­
ville retirement home, now long 
gone. Each piston was about 3 
inches in diameter with a 6 inch 
stroke. The water was pumped 
in a single stage all the way up 
the mountain. The static head 
was about 600 pounds and the 
dynamic head was about 800 lbs. 
This very high pressure was the 
source of much of our problem. 
The pipe was NOT rated for this 
pressure and the pounding of 

|<7Owen
K X|sassociates

Freddy Hill, realtor*
256.428.1801 office

256.302.9548 cdl

256.880.8038 fa

4000 Balmoral Dr, Suite 101 f 
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the water pulsations contributed 
to pipe breakage and related 
pump failures. Most of the pump 
failures were associated to pack­
ing around the pistons. We had 
an extra pump for emergencies 
that was stored outside the 
building. (The building was too 
small for both pumps). Some 
kids spent all night taking that 
old pump apart. They sold it to 
Miller's Junk Yard for $15.

As the mountain grew the 
water demand increased beyond 
the 2 inch pipe distribution sys­
tem. The pipe was too small, 
the pump was too small and so 
was the water tank. We made 
numerous patches to improve 
things with little reward. The 
Fagan spring pump had no con­
trol other than an off-on switch 
at the pump house.

I would turn the pump ON my 
way to work at the Arsenal. Marvin 
would turn it OFF later in the day. 
The signal to turn it off was to 
watch the water tower, located 
near the intersection of Wood­
ward and Wildwood. When it was 

overflowing you got in your car, 
drove down the mountain and 
turned it off. We made a major 
improvement by leasing a tele­
phone line between the tank and 
Fagan Spring and installing a re­
mote control. Later we added a 
pressure regulator and additional 
pump at the tank to make a con­
stant pressure distribution sys­
tem. This made a noticeable im­
provement in our water supply 
and was the last improvement 
before the city replaced it.

By 1955 the mountain had 
grown to over 300 houses. The 
water system was totally inad­
equate and we had no fire 
protection. The city proposed an­
nexing Monte Sano. A condition 
was that they install a new water 
system.

“I’ve learned that if you want 
to cheer yourself up, 

you should try cheering 
someone else up first.”

Amanda Stolz, age 20

Brown

2 eggs, beaten
1 c. brown sugar
2 T. all-purpose flour
1 c. maple syrup
2 T. butter, melted
1 t. vanilla
2/3 c. pecans, chopped
Pinch salt
1 unbaked pie shell, 

thawed out

Combine eggs, sugar and 
flour in a large bowl. Mix in 
the remainder of the ingredi­
ents, (not pie shell) and stir 
well.

Pour the batter into the pie 
shell, bake in pre-heated 400- 
degree oven for 40 minutes.

^PRINTING
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^Alore than 
meets the eye!

3308 Seventh Avenue • Huntsville, Alabama 35805
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A Soldier’s 
Diary

Tens of thousands of Union 
soldiers were either stationed in, 
or traveled through, Huntsville 
during the Civil War. While a few 
left brief accounts of their experi­
ences here, none detailed the ev­
eryday life of a soldier.

Recently Old Huntsville came 
into possession of the diary of 
Jenkin Jones, a private with the 
6th Wisconsin Artillery Battery, 
who was stationed in Huntsville 
from January to June of 1863. 
The record he left stands as one 
of the most detailed accounts in 
existence of a soldier's life in 
Huntsville. The diary consists of 
over three hundred pages of which 
excerpts appear below.

Dec. 25, 1863 - Bellefonte - 
Christmas night. Awoke to the 
notes of the bugle calling us to get 
ready to move. Struck tents at 8 
A.M. Roads much better than 
those we have passed. Marched 
fast most of the time, having to 
go much out of the way to avoid 
swamps or bluffs. Marched 
quickly along, thinking of home 
and what they were doing on this 
Christmas day. Came into camp 
late in the night near the county seat 
of Jackson County (Scottsboro). The 
buildings burned and gone to 
ruin. No crackers for supper, so 
we made up the Christmas sup­
per on parched corn and coffee. 
During the night rained heavily.

Dec. 26 - Larkinsville - Four 
small crackers for breakfast. 
Struck tents in drenching rain. 
Warning given not to enter houses 
as smallpox was prevalent. One 
house had five patients, another 
a corpse.

Dec. 30 - Cold and cloudy day. 
Dressed the two hogs brought yes­
terday and salted them. The chick­
ens hung up for New Year’s. 

Women and boys in camp trad­
ing cornbread for coffee and 
salt, etc. with the soldiers.

Jan. 2, 1864 - Dance held 
in town by Alabama girls and 
Yankee soldiers. Running ru­
mor afloat that we are to leave 
for Huntsville. Don’t like it.

Jan. 7 - Leaving for 
Huntsville. The roads are fro­
zen and very rough, the 
weather extremely cold cover­
ing our clothes with ice and 
sleet. The troops marched fast 
and kept warm but the 
(wagon) train moved slow, 
wagons sticking in ruts, mules 
giving up and lying down in 
the road, to receive beastly 
oaths from the impatient 
wagon masters. Came upon 
the officer’s wagon on side of 
road, axle tree broken, where 
we had to stop and take on 
the load and it followed in the 
rear with a pole for a wheel.

Jan. 9 - Huntsville - Na­
tives say it is the coldest day 
known for years. Animals 
and wagons covered with ice. 

(256)536-7371
Cell 679-1386

40 In-Home Pet Sitting 
40 Daily Dog Walking

40 Excellent References 
40Overnight Stays

ensed Bonded - Insured -
er of Pet Sitters International

your supplies today!

Coming around the point of the 
bluff we could see Huntsville in 
the valley three miles distant. 
Marched through the town with 
colors flying and bands playing, 
much to the satisfaction of the 
large crowds of contrabands 
that flocked at every corner. 
Came into camp a mile north 
of town on Russel Hill.

Jan 10 - Not withstanding 
that all were tired from the 
march of the last three days,

t the Pros use to get rid of 
caches, ants, spiders, mice, 
snakes & fleas.

2561533-6754 >
7-5, Sat 8-Noon 
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camp reverberated with the sound 
of ax, saw and lumber, erecting 
quarters for the third time this 
winter. Our tent is back with the 
boys on the R.R.

Jan. 11 - Worked quite hard 
all day building fireplace. Had 
to carry much of the bricks on 
our shoulders but we completed 
it by night and had the satisfac­
tion of sitting in front of a fire 
in the evening. Draws well.

Jan. 12 - Pleasant in the 
middle of the day but freezing 
at night. Busy most of the time 
completing our shebang (hut). 
It is 6 ft. by 8 ft. Very small but 
quite cozy for two soldiers. 
Door is in front, 18 in. by 30 
in. Bunk is in the back, 4 ft. 
wide. At the foot of it is a hard­
tack box for cupboard, etc.

Jan. 13 - Wrote letter home. 
Mail arrived. None for me. Sadly 
disappointed.

Jan. 16 - A ball was an­
nounced to be held tonight in town 

and many of the boys attended, 
but found to their chagrin that it 
was a Negro dance. Some re­
turned crestfallen, others enjoyed 
the joke by tripping with the col­
ored sisters.

Jan. 17 - Walked over town. 
Visited the waterworks of the 
city, which is the largest of the 
kind in the South with the ex­
ception of the one at Columbia, 
S.C. A large stream gushes from 
the solid rock under the court­
house, which is dammed about 
four feet and propels a large 
water wheel which works a pow­
erful force pump that forces 
water all over the city, furnish­
ing a hydrant at every corner. 
Pump is enclosed in a neat stone 
house. Returned to camp for 
supper and evening roll call, 
then we walked back again. The 
(Presbyterian) church was very 
neat and filled with soldiers, but 
one woman in the audience. 
Good to be once more listening to 

an earnest speaker and hear old 
fashioned tunes.

Jan. 18 - An idle day in 
camp. Nothing of interest. Griff 
and myself went to town on 
pass, made a few purchases.

Jan. 20 - Health good. Plenty 
to eat and nothing to do. Forag­
ers brought in several hogs. 
Gave us a piece of ribs which 
we roasted before the fire. A fine 
dinner. (Two men) in our Bat­
tery in jail in town for robbing 
an old gray haired Negro after 
dark while on his way home 
from camp, where he had been 
to sell corn cakes.

Jan. 21 - Drill call sounded 
at 9 A.M. and we fell in. Lieu­
tenant Clark drilled us in infan-
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try drill for half an hour and 
then had the chief of the platoon 
take over. The same in the after­
noon. Rather awkward at first, 
but it is easier to remember 
than to learn.

Jan. 22 - Arose with a slight 
cold and swollen face from the 
inflamed nerve of defective 
tooth. On fatigue all day haul­
ing rubbish from front of Bat­
tery.

Jan. 24 - My face much 
swollen yet and exceedingly 
painful. Was on guard first re­
lief. The weather was warm and 
I felt unwell, sick headache and 
aching limbs, but I stood my 
guard. Clothing inspection by 
Captain Dillon. He was very 
particular, found much fault 
with the service worn clothes in 
which we have marched through 
rain and mud, sleeping on the 
wet ground, etc. He seemed to 
have little sympathy with his 
privates, but is determined they 
shall look well.

Jan. 25 - A delightful night 
to stand guard. Mail came in 
while I was on. I received one 
from brother T.L., which I read 
by the pale light of the moon 
while walking my silent beat, 
contrary to military rules.

Jan. 26 - Another beautiful 
day full of sunlight and comfort. 
Drill call sounded as usual but 
instead of drilling we policed 
about three acres of ground by 
order of Captain Dillon. Teams 
sent to Flint River and returned 
at night with the remaining four 
guns. Rumors of a rebel cavalry 
advancing. Two regiments gone 
out, others under orders.

Jan. 27 - Reveille sounded 
at 5:30 A.M. Blankets to be hung 
out for airing, quarters to be swept

Bumper sticker seen on car 
in New Hope - 

“Watch out for the 
crazy driver in the car 

following me.” 

out and clothing brushed for in­
spection at 9:00. Train cars came 
by this afternoon for the first time, 
the whistle of the train responded 
to by a hundred cheers by the 
boys. Cavalry came in, reported 
rebels repulsed.

Jan, 28 - Notified I was to go 
on foraging detail. Fell in with long
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Lunch: Wed., Thur., Fri., Sun. - 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Dinner: Friday - Saturday 5 * 8:30 p.m.

To Go Orders Are Welcome. (256) 725-7444 
3980 Old Hwy 43IS
Owens Cross Roads, AL 35763
(10 Minutes South of Hampton Cove)
www.grandmothershouse.biz

J.C. Vaughn 
President

(SUce 1969)

1112 6th Avenue, SE
Decatur, Al 35601 

(256) 353-2503

— o rresicGuns &
r Tackle Shop, Inc
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(wagon) train under quartermas­
ter of 18th Wisconsin. Went on 
turnpike and traveled about eight 
miles on winding road but beau­
tiful country. Obtained plenty of 
corn on a large plantation which 
all the whites had left, leaving a 
large flock of Negro women and 
children unprovided for. They

1650 Jordan Lane
Huntsville, Al 35816 

(256) 830-0761

Guns - Buy - Sell - Trade - Consignment - Repair
Holsters - Knives - Ammo - Reloading Supplies

http://www.grandmothershouse.biz
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seemed delighted to see us until some of the boys 
took unallowed privileges with the chicken coop.

Jan. 29 - Drilled in forenoon and afternoon. 
The Captain drilled us for about thirty minutes 
and appeared well pleased. He is getting very strict. 
Put one of the boys on extra duty, all day for slight 
mistake at guard mount this morning. Rebel cav­
alry still reported very active.

Jan. 30 - No drill and rain prevented parade in 
afternoon. Dr. Coleman sent for J.D. and myself 
and presented us with a can of condensed milk 
for building up his chimney.

Feb. 3 - Instead of the usual drill this morn­
ing, was general policing, ground to be swept, about 
five acres. Guard house and kitchen to be white­
washed. A well started. I climbed Russel Hill for 
evergreen boughs for brooms in company with a 
couple of others and managed it so as not to re­
turn until nearly recall. That is the soldier’s strat­
egy - Do no more than you can.

Feb. 7 - Attended church (Episcopal). Gothic 
style, poorly arranged for sound. The civilians 
were apparently of the aristocratic class, mostly 
women equaling the military in numbers ... care­
ful always to omit the prayer for the president of 
the U.S.A. - Collection plate was passed which 
was returned well laden with soldiers “greenbacks.” 
The money of the government they will not pray for is 
very acceptable.

Feb. 8 - Several articles were stolen from camp 
lately and a guard was detailed to watch the quar­
ters. At 3 RM. assembly was sounded and all men 
prevented from entering their quarters while they 
were searched. One revolver was recovered.

Your Full Service 
Garden Center

Full line of shrubs, trees, 
perennials, herbs

< 
and annuals.
Including hard to 
find items. Family 
owned and 
operated for Wk.

......... jR-
16 years

EarthTouch
256.880.3808 

www.earthtouchgardens.com 
8515B Whitesburg Dr S • Huntsville, Alabama

Full Menu of Automotive Detailing Services
Hand Wash

A-La-Carte Services 

SPEEDLINER (Truck Bed Liners) 
Gift Certificates

Call Now for Your Appointment
Hours: Monday thru Saturday 7:30 a.m.—5:30 p.m. 

Pick Up and Delivery Service Available

NonbPhone: 256-489-1227 (ICAR) 301 Brown Street
Fax: 256-489-9702 Huntsville, AL 35805

http://www.earthtouchgardens.com


Dillon very angry.
Feb. 9 - Called on before fin­

ishing my breakfast to go for­
aging. Two wagons from the bat­
tery fell in with a train of 150 
wagons. Drove fast nine miles 
south -where there were 100 
Negroes at work for the govern­
ment, husking corn, protected 
by infantry. Soon loaded and 
started back at head of train. 
Arrive in camp not very tired but 
exceedingly hungry, having had 
nothing since morning.

Feb. 13 - No drill or parade 
but we did not get paid off. 
Camp unusually active during 
the day, Ball playing and the 
boxing gloves in constant use. 
At night a merry dance went on 
in the open air with music from 
the fiddle and bow. Ladies dis­
pensed with from necessity.

Feb. 20 - As soon as break­
fast was over I hitched up a new 
team and drove out to a confis­
cated fence a mile off, for a load 
of lumber as the Hungerford 
brothers were desirous of com­
ing in with us, and we must 
build a bigger hut. After we were 
all loaded, a guard commanded 
us to unload but after some talk 
allowed us to leave in quiet with 

John’s Jungle Jyms

our lumber.
Feb. 22 - On foraging detail. 

Traveled in south westerly di­
rection for 15 miles. Walked 
most of the way. Jerked our 
corn from a 500 acre field. Re­
turned by sundown, awful tired 
and with severe sore throat. Eve 
was mounted and procured four 
chickens and a hog in exchange 
for coffee. Also got a mutton. 
At night a grand ball was to be 
held by shoulder straps (offic­
ers) in town, but they failed to 
find but four ladies to Join in 
the festivities. They ended in a 
drunken carousal, their maniac 
yells rending the midnight air.

Feb. 25 - Reported at sick 
call and was excused from duty. 
Four desperate big powders of 
quinine, opium, etc. to be taken. 
Returned to quarters, burned 
the powders and went to bed. 
Could eat nothing all day.

Feb. 28 - Went to the Pres­
byterian church. A sermon 
fraught with southern prin­
ciples. PB. Moss, after a short 
illness, died very suddenly. It 
was unexpected by all and spread 
gloom over the camp.

Feb. 29 - Rained heavily all 
night and continued through the 
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day without interruption. Funeral 
ceremonies for Moss. In charge 
of Sergeant Hood ... followed by a 
caisson on which the coffin was 
placed. The procession marched 
about two miles passing through 
town. Chaplain offered short 
prayer before the burial. It was a 
solemn but tearless scene. Com­
rades paying the last tribute of 
respect to a fellow soldier.

March 1 - A dreary rainy day. 
Huddled indoors all day. tftdiiled 
away the heavy moments as best 
we could, dominoes, etc.

“Alive but without my 
permission.”

Seen on Athens patient 
hospital discharge chart

West Station 
Antiques 

Come visit us in
Owens Cross Roads at the 
Historic Hornbuckle Garage 

on old Hwy 431.

Phone (256) 725-BOOK (2665)
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Sterling Silver - Jewelry 
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www. gibsonbooks. com

3037 Old Highway 431 
Owens Cross Roads 35763
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March 4 - Evans and myself 
went to the city on pass. Vis­
ited the Christian Commission 
rooms. Bought stamps. Also 
went to the colored school un­
der charge of Chaplain of 17th 
Colored. Had school teachers, 
being volunteers from the 
ranks. One class of youngsters 
was taught by a large Negro. All 
seemed attentive and anxious to 
receive the instruction but 
poorly imparted to them.

March 5 - Smallpox quite 
prevalent. Lieutenant Clark is 
down with it. Paddleford was 
sent off last night to smallpox 
camp. His case is quite ad­
vanced.

March 8 - Henry Robson 
taken to smallpox camp having 
been sick in camp for nearly a 
week. On duty hauling wood 
for the cooks both morning and 
afternoon.

March 9 - Rainy evening. 
Privates had a grand ball tonight 
at the Alabama Hotel. I under­
stand they had a grand time. No 
officers allowed. Forty ladies 
attended. Lieutenant Clark 
little better with the smallpox.

March 13 - Delightful Sab­
bath morning, T.J. Hungerford 
very sick, heavy fever and hard 
breathing. Bathed him, towels 
kept around him. Afraid he is 
going to have a fever. In the af­
ternoon walked to town where 
in a crowded house of soldiers 
and citizens I listened to an ex­
cellent practical sermon on the 
ten virgins, wise and foolish.

March 14 - Was on detail of 
20 men to go foraging with two 
days rations in haversacks. Fell 
in at 9:00 A.M. to go with brigade 
teams thirty in number. A ride of

“You can say any foolish thing 
to a dog, and he will give you 
a look that says, ‘Wow, you’re 

right! I never would’ve 
thought of that!”’

Dave Barry

30 miles brought us to the corn 
field at 3 PM., two men to a wagon. 
Jerked it from the rows and in 
about an hour started back. Drove 
hard until sun down. It was very 
cold and blustery and not in the 
least enticing to sleep out doors but 
necessity compelled it.

March 15 - Teamsters and boys 
up early. Went 
into a citizen’s 
house to procure 
my breakfast. 
Had warm bis­
cuit, buttermilk, 
etc., for 50 cents. 
Walked nearly all 
the way to camp 
where we arrived 
at 11:00 A.M.

March 16 -

Steve Cappaert
Broker-Associate 
651-7517 Mobile

Cunningham’s 
Bargain Furniture

Shabby Chic
Lamps
Patio Furniture 
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Fully Trained Staff

174 Rockhill Cir., Huntsville, Al 
35811

*
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*
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Nutritious Meals / Snacks

(256) 776-3649 1979 Gurley Pike Rd.
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“Personalized Care & Attention

Tommy Hungerford continues 
quite ill. Fever has left him but 
he suffers from inflammation of 
the lungs. Confined to his bed 
all the time. Byrom Babcock 
taken to the hospital last night 
and M. Murphy today. Hauled 
wood in the afternoon.

March 18 - Formed funeral

AVERBUCH
Realty Co., Inc.

7500 Memorial Parkway South #122 
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Business 256/883-6600
Fax 256/883-6650 
stevecappaert @ knology.net
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Desks
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Regency Gate Inc.<
(256) 746-4161 or (256) 776-0888
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Outdoor Gardening 
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procession and marched to the 
funeral of M. Murphy. Chap­
lain officiated at the grave.

March 22 - All were sur­
prised this morning upon look­
ing out to find the ground cov­
ered with snow. Many were the 
thoughts of sleigh rides, hills, 
girls, etc. by those that are to 
enjoy such. One party I saw, as 
I went to water. They had rigged 
up a sled with young mules 
hitched to it, and a sonorous 
cow bell for music. They pa­
raded the streets of Huntsville 
and were looked upon by the 
native fair as crazy.

March 23 - Snow all gone by 
night. Hungerford apparently a 
little better but very weak. Set 
up long enough to make his bed 
and bathe him. No mail.

March 25 - Four more re­
cruits arrived from Wisconsin, 
having been left behind sick 
when the others came. Two 
horses died today, which is the 
same every day.

March 26 - The train from 
Nashville today came by way of 
Decatur. Generals Sherman and 
McPherson were on board and 
are now in town where the head­
quarters are to be established.

March 29 - Our camp was 
visited today by Mother 
Bickerdyke with four mule 
teams loaded with good things 
from the North for the soldiers. 
Left us three barrels of pota­
toes, turnips, carrots, etc., one 
barrel of sauerkraut with one 
of dried apples. May God bless 
her noble, self sacrificing spirit.

March 30 - Turned my sick 
horse out to die this morning. 
Obtained a pass to go to the city. 
Called at shoemaker’s shop, 
fixed my boots, and took a ramble 
through town to the cemetery and 
spent a half hour meditation 
among the sacred dead. Here are 
coward, patriot and traitor. Truly 
all earthling passes away and 
leaves no faint traces behind. At 
dress parade we were looked 

upon by four Northern ladies.
April 1 - Although the day was 

wet and dreary the boys played 
well the part of April Fool and it 
was one continuous jest all day. 
The bugler blew the breakfast call 
half an hour early, calling out the 
men in the rain to awaken to the 
fact it was April Fool.

April 8 - 59th Indiana went out 
to reinforce Whitesburg. Deserters 
say that the enemy is making 
preparations to throw a pontoon 
bridge across the river. Rumor 
says John Morgan was in town 
with a load of wood.

April 11 - A little after noon 
we were startled by a terrible ex­
plosion near the depot. A cais­
son of the Illinois Battery had 
exploded while returning from 
drill, killing six men instantly 
and wounding two. A very sad 
affair. Bodies torn to shreds. 
Drew clothes. I got a new blouse 
and pants.

7002 Memorial Parkway N. 
Huntsville, Alabama 35810

Bennett Nurseries
Come enjoy a day with us

Walk through our designed gardens to get 
ideas for your own! Our experienced staff is 

ready to help you.
* * -LkV ix v . ,

Life Insurance - Fixed Annuities* 

Long Term Care Insurance

Up to $500,000 Life Insurance 
without Medical Exam. Ages 0-55

Mack Vann, CLU
Agent, New York Life nsurance Co.

* Issued by New York Life Insurance and Annuity Corp. ( A Delaware Corp.) 

1808 Covewood Dr. Huntsville, Al. 35801 Ph. (256) 533-0082
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April 18 - Rained very heavy 
all night. 18th Wisconsin Infan­
try broke camp at the public 
(courthouse) square and came 
up on our left.

April 20-1 was rendered 
half crazy all the forenoon by 
the greatest of plagues - tooth-

Oceanfront
Vacation Villas
Coral Shore Villas 
St. Maarten, Caribbean

Beautiful 2 bedroom 12 bath 
villas on ocean - Tropical 
gardens - Pool - Maid

Dottie Little
2227 Toll Gate Road
Huntsville, Al. 35801
256-679-1386
www.coralshore.com 

http://www.coralshore.com
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ache in back tooth. After dinner 
Dr. Griswold laid siege to it. 
After taking a hitch on it, it came 
out and bothered me no more.

April 26 - Reached
Whitesburg by noon. Found the 
boys well and in good spirits, 
very neatly quartered in Ft. Hall 
with one company of infantry 
with them. After supper Evie and 
I went fishing in the Tennessee 
River, dropped our lines and 
watched the rebels on the op­
posite side on picket. Breast­
works are to be seen but appar­
ently vacant.

April 29 - Took box to ex­
press office this morning to 
send home, had to obtain per­
mit from Provost Marshal. The 
express office was crowded so I 
had to wait nearly two hours. 
Boxes, Barrels and bundles - no 
end to them.

May 3 - Broke up camp early 
this morning and went into 
camp nearer to town. Our bat­
tery near the depot on the race 
course, a large open green, very 
pretty for summer quarters but 
rather low for wet weather. 
Teams hauling down lumber, etc. 
for quarters.

May 5 - Our camp is very 
nicely located. A pretty brook 
runs in front of the battery 
which the boys have dammed up 
to make deep enough for a 
pleasant bath. Water to cook and 
drink is hauled from the big 
spring.

May 8 - Grazed horses in the 
afternoon near a Negro meeting 
which I attended. After an ear­
nest discourse from an old gray 
haired Negro and a prayer which 
would compare with many a 
white man’s, the sisters got happy 
which was truly amusing and I 
could not help but laugh although 
I should not have.

May 9 - Sent to work on the 
fort (on Echols Hill). The hill 
being so rocky, very tedious 
work. Forrest said to be mov­
ing on this place, hence the haste 

to complete the works. All the Ne­
groes in town pressed in and put 
to work.

May 11 - Started early to the 
fort, worked hard in the fore­
noon loading wagons with dirt 
to be hauled to the wall. After 
dinner helped lay foundation for 
heavy guns.

May 12 - All army followers, 
sutlers, corespondents, etc. 
were ordered out this morning 
to work on the fort, a tough pull 
for them but justifiable and highly 
acceptable to the soldiers. Let 
them dig alongside the but slightly 
darker complected baker and ho­
tel waiter. Another sprig of chiv­
alry working with the Negroes 
under guard for saying “no damn 
yankee could make him work.” 
Yankee bayonet did it though.

| SPARKMAN MARBLE 
AND GRANITE

HUNTSVILLE’S OLDEST FAMILY OWNED 
MONUMENT COMPANY SINCE 1892

1111 WELLS AVE.
HUNTSVILLE AL 35801
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May 17 - Packed up in great 
haste with the report that Madi­
son Station is in the hands of 
the rebels. Battery ordered 
aboard train, three days rations, 
one blanket. At dusk we halted 
by the smouldering ruins of 
Madison depot, burned down 
and occupied by stragglers from 
the 13th Illinois.

May 18 - Awoke before day­
light, numb with cold (at Madi­
son). Sought the fire around the 
ruins. Picked up my breakfast 
from scraps of hard tact scat­
tered. Started for Huntsville at 
noon. Arrived at 5 PM., being 
gone twenty four hours.

May 22 - Very warm. Traded 
sugar for milk. Made a fine 
bread pudding for dinner. A 
train of thirty cars loaded with

7540-P South Memorial Pkwy. 
Rosie’s Shopping Center 
Huntsville, Alabama

New Year - New You! 
Cleansing & Weight Loss

NUTRITION
www.ruthsnutrition.com
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Navigating through market volatility.
These are volatile times in the financial markets.

Given substantial declines in asset values over the past year, 
and continued volatility on a daily basis, you may be wondering 

about how this will impact your goals and what to do next 
regarding your portfolio.

Merrill Lynch can help you determine what’s best for you. 

We’ll offer our insight to help you address the current 

environment, while staying focused on your longer term 
goals, like retirement and leaving a legacy.

In this seminar, we’ll discuss

• The dynamics of market volatility

• What history may suggest about recovery
following similar market declines

• Specific investment strategies to help 
reposition your portfolio for the future

• How Merrill Lynch safeguards your assets
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July 21,2009 at 6:30 p.m.

801 Franklin Restaurant
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grey-backs captured by Sherman 
passed North, very dirty and 
filthy looking clothes.

May 24 - The boys as of old 
are doing steep jay-hawking, 
breaking into gardens, cheating 
sutlers, etc. Guards stationed 
on every corner.

May 29 - In the evening a bevy 
of staff officers visited camp, 
but were so beastly drunk as to 
be unable to carry themselves 
with propriety, racing their horse 
after Negroes, etc. Their conduct 
would be disgraceful to a pri­
vate, One of the staff officers of 
Sherman among them.

June 7 - A squad of eight 
men under Sergeant Dixon went 
as escort to a picnic party com­
posed of “shoulder straps” and 
Southern ladies to Bird Spring, 
six miles distant. Had a good 
dinner, champagne in plenty and 
dancing. Enjoyed themselves 
well.

June 10 - Abraham Lincoln 
nominated for president. 
Drilled under Lieutenant Hood. 
Condemned horses turned out. 
Drew rations, hard-tack instead 
of flour. What does this mean?

June 14 - All the wounded 
and sick sent north from hos­
pitals here. Long awaited order 
received this afternoon: Hold 
ourselves ready to march at any 
time.

June 15 - Weather fine. 
Health good. Green peas for din­
ner. Division concentrating at 
this place. Two soldiers, 2nd 
Brigade, married to girls they 

found at Scottsboro.
June 19 - Relieved from 

guard at 9 A.M.. Stayed in camp 
reading papers received by mail. 
Four hundred rebel prisoners 
passed through on their way 
north. One train stayed at the 
depot most of the afternoon. 
Citizens and soldiers flocked 
around to see the sights. Some 
ladies tremblingly inquired for 
friends and relations, others 
pressing to bestow a smile upon 
those they sympathized with.

June 21 - Enoch Johnson 
died at 10 A.M. His disease was 
congestive chills and typhoid fe­
ver. Was one of the detachments 
that late in the evening followed 
the corpse to the grave. Silently, 
without a word of prayer, we 
buried him in a rude coffin and 
without a thought, hastened 
back to camp to prepare for the 
morrow.

June 22 - Reveille sounded 
at 2:30 A.M. and quietly we 
broke camp and marched at 5 
A.M., with but one regiment 
ahead of us in the column. 
Marched through town in fine 
style and soon beautiful and 
dreamy Huntsville was placed 
among the past. Bathed in the 
clear waters of Flint in the 
evening.

Private Jenkins was dis­
charged at the end of the war 
and returned to his home in 
Wisconsin where he became a 
minister. Although Jenkins was 
patriotic and supported the war

he was later proud of the fact 
that he had never "pulled the 
trigger of a gun aimed at a fel­
low man." He died in 1916.

“I don’t feel old. I don’t feel 
anything until noon. Then 

it’s time for my nap.

Bob Hope

Need Someone 
to talk to 

your Club?

Long time Huntsville native 
and regular writer for Old Hunts­
ville, Johnny Johnston will be glad 
to speak before your group about 
Huntsville, the way it used to be. 
There is no charge.

He is a highly regarded 
speaker whose talks about 
Huntsville’s history are guaran­
teed to keep the audience en-

Call Johnny Johnston 
(256) 656-9575

407 Pratt Avenue 
Huntsville

kk & co.
Pet Grooming & Boarding

Summer is arriving and our indoor climate-controlled boarding is available for 
dogs and cats. Dogs are walked twice a day with extra types of TLC available for 

the pampered pet.

Hours: 7:00-5:00Mon-Wed-Thurs.
&Fri. 8:00-4:00 Sat. Closed Sun. 1
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There are “other" uses for those old silk ties!

Come explore the many different ways to celebrate 

FATHERS

Make him feel 18 Again with “Stiff Nights” On Sale Now!

Try one of 7 smokable herbs for that higher than life feeling - legally!

Celebrate the holiday with his favorite brand of 
beer and wine artfully presented in a handsome gift basket.

Save 20% on Our HUGE selection of sexy men’s undies.

HUNTSVILLE
4925 UNIVERSITY DR.

830-0069
DECATUR

1711 CENTRALPKWY.
584-0069

www.MyPleasureStore.com
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ONE STOP ROMANCE SHOP
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NON-STOP PARTY SHOP

HAPPY FATHERS DAY!
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1 Uptown Shopping In Downtown Huntsville
Open Daily 10-5 Sunday 1 - 5

Located in the historic three-story, 23,000 square-foot Lombardo 
building andfeaturing over 80 dealers

Whether you are looking for antiques, the 
perfect gift, or the right picture to hang on a 
wall - you will find all of them at Railroad 
Station Antiques. Located Downtown at 315 
Jefferson at the comer of Monroe acrossfrom 
the Roundhouse.

Shaver’s
Top 10 Books of Local & 

Regional Interest

Books at Shaver’s include:

*

You’ll Find New, Autographed, 
Hard-to-Find and Out-of-Print books 

including topics such as:

s 4

Alabama
Antiques 
Architecture
Art
Aviation 
Cemeteries
Children
Civil War
Cotton Mills 
Decorative Leather 
First Editions 
Fishing & Hunting 
Genealogy

Grand Ole Opry 
Kathryn T. Windham 
Local Authors 
Madison County 
Poetry
Railroads
Southern Literature
Space
Sports
Tennessee 
Tennessee Valley 
Theology
World War II

1. Huntsville Historical Review -
Early Settlement of Madison County 
1809-1819 $10

2. Historic Photos of Huntsville 
by Jacque Gray Reeves $39.95

3. True Tales of Old Madison 
County by Virgil (Pat) Jones $7.95

4. When Spirits Walk: Madison 
County Ghost Stories $16.95

5. Killingsworth Cove on 
Hurricane Creek - BACK IN STOCK! 
$12.95

6. Scenic North Alabama: A 
Travel Guide to Canyons, Caverns, 
Waterfalls and Bridges, Natural and 
Covered $26.95

7. Lily Flagg: Huntsville’s Famous 
Cow by Doris Gilbreath $13.95

8. Lessons from the Skillet (Lick 
Skillet, Alabama) Revised editition by 
Harold Fanning $13.95

9. Civil War Journal of Mary Jane 
Chadick by Nancy Rohr $16.95

10. Long Ago in Madison County 
(for children) Hardback $13.95, Paper­
back $7.95
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