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The life and times of

Bill 
Easterling

A new editor named Leroy 
Simms had arrived from Birming­
ham in 1961, and he had summoned 
all personnel of The Huntsville Times 
to meet him. As they gathered, he 
asked each to give their name and 
position. This bubbly teenage 
copyboy listened intently, and finally 
his time came to speak. "I'm Bill 
Easterling, and I run this damned 
place," he said. Instantly, the 
publisher took a liking to him, and 
Bill's career at The Times began a 
meteoric rise.

Also in this issue: Journal of a Yankee Soldier
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Lewter's Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather, 
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington 
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with 
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.
While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more 

employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers 
insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the 
same location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777
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The Life and 
Times of 
Bill Easterling

By Mike Kaylor

Dressed in pajamas, lie sat 
on the edge of his bed with feet 
on the floor. His voice was weak, 
but his determination was 
strong. It was the last week of 
December, and he was flipping 
through the pages of a book just 
off the presses. It missed the 
bulk of the gift-giving season 
because of a series of printing 
snafus. He struggled to flash a 
smile.

"We'll sell these books for 
many Christmases to come," he 
said, emphasizing the word 
"we." Bill Easterling knew he 
had cancer; he knew how hard 
it was to sit up in bed. He even 
labored to breathe. But the de­
termination never faltered. That 
was Bill's last night alive. Barely 
past his 60th birthday, a glo­
ried and storied life came to an 
end on Dec. 28, 2000.

Bill Easterling was a sage to 
sports fans across Alabama 
during the 1960s and '70s. He 
was the sports editor of The 
Huntsville Times, and his grasp 
of Alabama and Auburn foot­
ball, Huntsville and North Ala­

Huntsville 
2420 L & N Drive
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
Office: (256) 551-0557 Fax: (256) 512-9757
Direct: (256) 656-2939 racheallamb@comcast.net 
www.racheallamb.com , •f h„. • * , Racheal Lamb
Each office ndependertly owed and operated.

Selling Real Estate 
in the Huntsville area

for over 35 years!

bama high schools had boosted 
him to legendary status. His 
behind-the-scenes antics and 
fast living made him an idol 
among his cohorts in the press 
box.

Young Bill had arrived in 
Huntsville in 1949 at the age of 
9. His father, William Rhodes 
Easterling, was a government 
employee transferring from 
Texas to Redstone Arsenal. The 
family consisted of "Slim," as 
friends called the elder 
Easterling, his wife Eleanor, 
and three boys - Edward, Bill 
and Charles. They lived first in 
the Farley community south of 
Huntsville before moving into 
an area known as the old Dal­
las Mill village. Bill attended 
Rison School, which had been 
built by the mill, and graduated 
from Huntsville High School. 
He was toying with college 
classes when he landed a job at 
the newspaper.

Copy carriers were the so- 
called "gophers" of the press. 
They raced from department to 
department with scraps of pa­
per that would eventually land 
on readers' doorsteps as news.

“Keep your chin up - only the 
first forty years of parenthood 

are the hardest.”

Liz Ford, Huntsville
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The copyboy might run to the 
nearest sandwich shop when edi­
tors were hungry or fill up bosses' 
cars when they were too busy. 
Most of them knew their places 
in the organization. Not little Bill.

A new editor named Leroy 
Simms had arrived from Bir­
mingham in 1961, and he had 
summoned all personnel of The 
Huntsville Times to meet him. 
As they gathered, he asked each 
to give their name and position. 
This bubbly teenager listened 
intently, and finally his time 
came to speak. "I'm Bill 
Easterling, and I run this 
damned place," he said. In­
stantly, the publisher took a lik­
ing to him, and Bill's career at 
The Times began a meteoric 
rise.

Bill's insights in large part 
made The Hunisville Times one 
of the foremost newspapers in 
Alabama. He shifted to the news 
desk in the mid-1970s and be­
came state and then city editor. 
He was climbing a ladder that 
began at the lowest rung.

His rise continued despite a 
few small bumps along the way. 
Not long after New Jersey news­
paper magnate S.I. Newhouse 
bought the Times, the new 
owner was in town checking on 
his investment. He made a nec­
essary stop in the men's room 
one morning, and young Bill just

CRUISES INC
America's Cruise Specialists

Millions of people are discovering that cruises are the 
best vacation value today ... shouldn’t you? 

WE SELL ALL MAJOR LINES
REGENT
NORWEIG1AN
HOLLAND AMERICA
PRINCESS
OCEANIA

CARNIVAL
ROYAL CARIBBEAN 
CELEBRITY
DISNEY
CRYSTAL
CUN ARD 

• Cruises from 3 to 30 days

• Group & Family Reunion Cruises

• Over 4000 Specially priced Cabins

• Tour Leaders—Ask how you can Cruise for FREE!

Where Personal Service & Great Rates Meet

Call Donna Brown
(256) 489-3358 / (888) 702-3108

www.MagicWandCruises.com
Sign-up for Esavers and a chance 

to WIN A FREE CRUISE!

happened to be there too. Bill saw 
a pair of shoes in the next stall 
that he thought belonged to a co­
worker. He stomped the toes. The 
response was silence. Bill later 
learned those were not his friend's 
feet.

Bill had already enjoyed a 
successful career of nearly 25 
years at The Times when he be­
came the newspaper's daily col­
umnist. It was a coveted job for 
any writer, yet a constant chore 
to crank out a new tale five days 
a week. The words that began 
to flow bared the writer's soul - 
his empathy, his mood swings 
and his unfaltering opinions. 
His became a household name.

A preacher's wife who lived 
on Huntsville's Country Club 
Circle stopped in at a neighbor's 
house one day to collect for the 
Heart Fund. When she heard 
that Bill Easterling was on his 
way over, she seemed in no 
hurry to leave. She had read his 
columns regularly in The 
Times, and she was anxious to 
meet him.

Suddenly, the front door 
flew open and a man with wispy

“Let me know if you 
suddenly become 

interesting.”

Maxine

WELCOME TO AUTHENTIC THAI CUISINE AT a® THAI GAEDEN

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT
All Fresh Meats & Vegetables 

No MSG - No Preservatives Used

Mon - Fri - Lunch 11 am - 2 pm
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Sat - Dinner only 4:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Closed Sundays

800 Wellman Avenue
(In Historic Five Points) 

(256) 534-0122

H.C. BLAKE INC.
Plumbing, Electrical

Heating,
Plumbing, Electrical 

Heating, 
Air ConditioningAir Conditioning

Hall B. Bryant, 
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SERVICE 
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1884

534-0781
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You've trusted Huntsville Hospital all your life for excellence in surgery. Now you can find that same expertise in a more 

convenient setting in Huntsville Hospital's new Outpatient Surgery Center in the Governors Medical Tower on Gallatin 

Street. With easy in-and-out parking, plenty of space forfamily and even a Grab ‘N'Go snack shop, we make your experience 

as simple as possible. And isn't it nice to know that you are adjacent to one of Alabama's largest surgical centers?

Visit us online at huntsvillehospital.org to see our facility. The technology and the team that you expect from the region's 

leading hospital are now available to serve you in Huntsville Hospital's Outpatient Surgery Center. It's a new way of 

taking care of you from the hospital that you've trusted for generations.

ZZZ7 Huntsville
Hospital
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grey hair, squinting eyes and a 
prominent nose burst into the 
room. "Those damned drivers 
on the Parkway scare the hell 
out of me," he roared. Then he 
looked at the elderly stranger. 
"Isn't that the truth?"

The woman's eyes were wide 
with dismay, but her look slowly 
changed to admiration as Bill's 
grin spread from ear to ear. His 
warm expression could melt 
away any sort of tension. The 
woman babbled about how 
many people she knew who had 
been featured in his columns. 
She told him she hoped he 
would write a book. S’ e 
beamed as she headed out me 
door and back down the lane.

No one could predict what 
words might explode from the 
mouth of Bill Easterling, how­
ever, they would likely be pro­
found. In the same way, his col­
umns were equally honest. 
That's why so many people 
turned to the second page of the 
newspaper first.

His readers knew Bill's likes 
and dislikes. When he was 
struggling for a topic for the next 
day's column, he might begin 
with the words: "These are the 
things I love...." On another day 
it might begin "If I could be in 
charge of 1992;" or "Some Wis­
dom in the Still of the Night." 
He was always chiding himself 
in print about his smoking or 
other habits. He wrote on April 
4, 1993, about the second an­
niversary of his conquest of 
smoking. He mused that "So many 

L. Thomas Ryan, Jr.
Attorney At Law
2319 Market Place, Suite B
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Telephone Fax
(256)533-1103 (256)533-9711

ESTATE PLANNING, LIVING TRUSTS, 
WILLS, PROBATE

"No Representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the 
quality of legal services performed by other lawyers."

people have turned against smok­
ers, I'm almost sorry I deserted." 
Bill wrote a similar column in 
October 1994, a year after he had 
quit drinking. He vowed at the end 
of the article to never mention it 
again, and he probably never did 
in print. He did point out his 
lifestyle change, though, to friends 
who kept living life on the edge.

Concerning alcohol, Bill said 
he kept drinking for years because 
he "didn't want to surrender my 
image as a fast-playing, hard- 
drinking newsroom legend." His 
image had found him married 
just out of high school, missing 
many of his two children's firsts 
as he buried himself in Alabama's 
sports rivalries and the festivities 
that surrounded them. By the 
time he had begun writing hu­
man-interest columns at The 
Times, he had ended one mar­
riage, started a new one and made 
amends with his almost-grown 
children.

He had a love-hate relation­
ship with golf, and the game fu­
eled a fiery temper. He could 
throw a golf club about as far 
as he could hit the ball. He 
talked of Alabama's legends, 
such as Paul "Bear" Bryant and 
Ralph "Shug" Jordan, as if they 
were ordinary people. He shared 
many hours solving the world's

An interesting thing about 
golf is that no matter how 
bad you play today, you 

can always play 
worse tomorrow.
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Windsor House
Nursing Home / Rehab Facility

Our team approach to rehabilita­
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enhance the quality of life and by re­
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*Complex Medical Care 
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Activity Director and Registered 
Dietician
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4411 McAllister Drive 

Huntsville, Alabama 35805
(256) 837-8585

Lincoln
Center Antiques

1214 Meridian Street NE 
Tues - Sat 11 - 5 
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Furniture, 
Books, Artwork 

and a large 
selection of 
Collectibles.

Visit us at
www.lincolncenterantiques.net

http://www.lincolncenterantiques.net
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problems with his one-time 
brother-in-law Floyd Hardin on a 
porch swing at Jackson Way Bar­
ber Shop.

Bill said time and again that 
he couldn't believe someone 
would pay him to do what he 
did. After leaving sportswriting, 
he loved the human-interest col­
umns about people he found on 
backroads and dusty country 
lanes. He had corralled all of 
his addictions except his zeal for 
the written word. Then his whole 
world changed. Medical exams 
and blood tests were showing 
something awry in his body. His 
energy level was faltering.

On July 18, 1999, he told 
his readers the whole story. It 
began with the words: "I woke 
up one morning and something 
didn't seem right." Later in the 
column he proclaimed that he 
had "written about people who 
just simply refused to let life's 
slings and arrows destroy their 
faith," and he said their stories 
were an inspiration to him. 
"Now I get a chance to see if I 
can handle what's ahead of me 
with the same kind of dignity 
and class and bravery those 
people displayed."

That he did for the next 17 
months and 10 days. He kept 
his followers apprised of his 
condition from month to 
month. His column might dis­
appear for a few weeks during 
surgery and recovery, but it al­
ways returned. While going 
through the stress and pain, he 
collected many of his favorite 
columns from the 1990s for a 
book to be published in time 
for the Christmas shoppers. It 
was called "A Locust Leaves Its 
Shell."

Scheduling at the printing 
company carried the production 
into November. A truck driver 
quit his job and left a trailer 
tilled with Bill's hooks on the 
side of the road between the 
printer and binder. Soft cover 
copies arrived around Thanks­
giving, and Bill was treated with 
a handful of autograph parties. 
But his health was getting worse. 
He struggled to sign copies of 
the hard cover books when they 
arrived only days before Christ­
mas.

His last column in The 
Huntsville Times was published 
on Nov. 28, 2000. It was a light­
hearted tale about losing his hair
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and how it was growing back 
black and curly instead of thin 
and grey. His beard also had a dis­
tinct five o'clock shadow look.

A summary of his cancer col­
umns published in mid-Decem- 
ber included a letter to Santa 
Claus. "I'm not afraid of facing 
what every man with a potential 
life-threatening disease faces: I'm 
not afraid to die. I was, before I 
got ill, and stayed that way for an 
awfully long time. Then it went 
away, that feeling of apprehen­
sion, that dreading of what was 
in front of me. I just quit worry­
ing and let THE expert take over."

He said he was thankful for 
the arrival of a granddaughter sev­
eral weeks earlier, for his beloved 
wife Pat and his children Leigh 
Ann and Mike.

From his bed, Bill saw no rea­
son for fuss. He had told Santa in 
his letter that no one needed good 
health to celebrate the true rea­
son for Christmas. "So, Santa 
Claus, I believe that's about all I 
have to say about the subject as 
this Christmas season quickly 
approaches. But I naturally feel 
sure you and I will be talking about 
it some more in 2001. Thanking 
you kindly, Billy."

If you would like a copy of 
Bill's book, "A Locust Leaves It’s 
Shell, " send $5 (includes ship­
ping and handling) to Mike 
Kaylor, P.O. Box 737, Hunts­
ville, AL 35804. Books will be 
mailed US. Postal Service book 
rate or hand-delivered to the 
address included. For multiple 
copies, contact Mike at 
mike@thebestgfhuntsville.biz.

Chickens Land 
Man in Jail

A suspect known only as 
John Doe was arrested last 
night after being stopped for 
suspicous behavior. In his au­
tomobile was found thirty-three 
chickens and four pigs. He is not 
positive of how they came to be in 
his posession.

The man believes that one of 
his ex-wives gave the animals to 
him as a going-away gift. He 
couldn’t remember the name of 
the woman, where she lives or 
how long they were married.

He has also apparently forgot- 
ten his name and address 
although the sherriff assures us 
the man will remember his 
current address,

1921 Huntsville newspaper

WEW OF DIXIE 
Fopcorn & Supply 

Fun Food Equipment & Supplies
We also carry equipment & supplies for Sno Cones, Shaved Ice, Nachos, 

Chips & Cheese, Cotton Candy, Funnel Cakes, Lemonade, Candy Apples, 
Hot Dogs, Deep Fryers, and Much, Much More!

Visit our showroom for the largest array of equipment and supplies in 
the south. 191 Darwin Road - Huntsville, 35811

Perfect for Little League baseball - football games - basketball 
games - concerts - festivals - carnivals. Free delivery!!

Toll Free (877)828-3270 - Local (256) 828-3270 - Fax (256) 828-4393 

www.heartofdixiepopcorn.com

Spry Funeral 

and Crematory 

Homes, Inc.
Family owned and operated 

since 1919 

(256) 536-6654
We now have the first phase of 

Valley View Cemetery 
open with JOO acres reserved for 

future development.

(256) 534-8361

ISP“Flying the airplane is more 
important than radioing your 

plight to a person on the 
ground incapable of under­
standing or doing anything 

about it.”

from the Military Manual
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When Life Turns Golden
Accordance Home Care Provides the Silver Lining

At 93-years old, Herman Libbe’s life is golden. /
"Being able to remain in his home is very important to him,” says Herman’s daughter Penny Patterson. "Accordance 
Home Care makes that possible. He dearly loves his caregiver, Amelia."

For over a year. Accordance's Amelia Gibson has nurtured a special relationship with Mr. Libbe that transcends 
helping maintain his home and preparing his meals. They have become friends. In fact, when the dapper Mr. Libbe 
takes his two walks per day, he carries his cane in one hand and Amelia on the other. Penny says, "We can't imagine 
having anyone else care for him.”

Like many adult children of aging parents. Penny has a busy personal life, which presents challenges in her 
ability to offer constant attention to her father. Accordance offers Penny a solution - call it a silver lining - to that 
cloudy issue. "My father is not always easy to deal with. 1 tried other private home care companies in Huntsville 
and Accordance has been by far the best experience. 1 could not be more pleased with their dependability and 
professional service.”

Huntsville : (256) 539-1400
Birmingham: (205) 824-0224

www. accordancehomecare. com accordance
HOMEVCABE
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Memories 
of the River 
by George Swartz 
(from a 1931 interview

As the river bridge (bridge 
on South Parkway) is nearing 
completion (1931) and will soon 
be dedicated, I believe it is fit­
ting that the present day genera­
tion should know something of 
this site's early period of im­
portance to the Tennessee Val­
ley, especially Huntsville. John 
Ditto, in the fall of 1802, c? e 
down the Watauga trail from 
some point in Virginia, stopped 
where the present site of Hunts­
ville is today, and built a lean- 
to pole shack near the river.

James White established a 
salt house at a point where the 
present bridge heels on the 
north bank of the river today. 
This was about 1828. He was 
called Salt White, because of his 
salt trade, by the early steam­
boat men.

Capt. Mathew Mohan married 
Betty Cooper in 1830. She was a 
daughter of the proprietor of 
Cooper's tavern, then located at 
the point today where the Hunts­
ville city hall stands. This prop­
erty was the first sold by the com­
missioners of Huntsville and 
bought by John Reed, who paid 
$715 for it. Later a tavern was 
built and run by the Coopers. 
Miss Cooper was in Roes Semi­
nary on Roes Mountain, now 
Monte Sano since given that name 
as a development project.

Capt. Mohan had learned the 
shoals trade as a flat boat pilot 
beginning in 1812. He met the girl 
at the tavern. As these shoals pi­
lots would come up the Watauga 
trail from the point where it 
branched off the Natchez trail at 
Colbert's ferry, they would stop at 
the tavern.

After Capt. Mohan married he

dalon ^ella
Audra Wilson 
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Fine Linens & Cottons For Bed & Bath.
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took his bride to Ditto's Landing, 
and was warehouseman for 
James White for several years. 
After steamboats were built he 
ran on the river above the shoals. 
He went on them and was the first 
flat boat shoals pilot to qualify as 
a licensed pilot by the steamboat 
inspection service from Ditto's 
Landing to Eastport Landing, 
Miss., at the foot of the shoals. 
This was in 1852 after Congress 
passed a bill Aug. 30, 1852 com­
pelling all officers of steam ves­
sels serve three years and qualify 
to get licensed. Capt. Matt K. 
Mohan, son of Matthew and Betty 
Mohan, lives today at Hartselle, 
Ala., and is 92 years of age. 
Hence, the above information.

I have known two early steam­
boat men who knew John Ditto 
personally, Capt. Tom Miller, and 
Jesse Allison. These men told me 
much about Ditto's Landing in 
1807 and 1809, and the first 
steamboat over the shoals in 
1828. She sank on Bird Iron 
shoals two miles below Ditto's 
Landing in the early 1830s, was 
raised and rebuilt into the steam­
boat Enterprise at John Ditto's 
boat yard on the river bank be­
low the present ferry boat land­
ing today.

Ditto's Landing road was an 
important thoroughfare and 
much traffic was engaged over 
it, taking all products from 
Huntsville to the river to be 
shipped south. Flour was a big 
item shipped in via Ditto's Land­

C3 < oi nv\ i i i 
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Changing the Landscape 
of Huntsville!

ing road.
There was an inspector kept 

at Ditto's who in those days was 
called a flour inspector, really 
was a surveyor of customs in a 
simple way. Hunter Peel's map 
of 1825 shows the Ditto's Land­
ing road, which is now called 
the Whitesburg Pike, since the 
landing took that name about 
1833.

Lynching 
in Huntsville

from 1878 newspaper

The lynching of the white 
man, Mike White, and two 
negroes, Ben. Evans and Eph 
Hall, at Huntsville, Alabama, 
Wednesday for the murder of 
Schoenberger, the butcher, was 
witnessed by 3,000 people.

The mob was composed, as 
reports say, of good citizens 
without mask or disguise. White 
protested his innocence to the 
last; both the negroes acknowl­
edged and said White instigated 
it.

The Chattanooga Times spe­
cial says: White’s life was insured 
for ten thousand dollars.

His attorneys suggested that 
a confession would violate the 
policy; hence the declaration of 
innocence. The insurance com­
pany is not expected to pay.
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Now there's another 
four-letter word 
associated with 

moving and storage.

Easy.
PODS is a whole new way 

to move and store that's a lot less 
stressful and a lot more conve­
nient. With PODS, you can take 
your time moving or storing your 
belongings. We deliver a POD 
right to your door, you pack it at 
your own pace and we deliver it 
anywhere coast to coast or to our 
dry and secure warehouse. It's 
that simple.

Consider it moving and stor­
age on your own terms, without 
the time-constraints, deadlines or 
cursing.
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Merrimack 
Village being

from 1921 newspaper

Painting an average of 10 
dwelling houses a day, workmen 
engaged in renovating 
Merrimack Village today had 
applied the first coats of paint 
to 100 houses in the commu­
nity.

Nearly all the houses in the 
village had been recovered with 
new roofs, preparatory to the 
state of the painting. Repairs 
also have been made to gutters, 
sills and flooring where it was 
necessary.

The painting operations 
started on the extreme west end 
of the village and are moving 
eastward towards Pike street, 
which is the east boundary for 
the greater portion of the resi­
dential section of the commu­
nity.

There are 216 buildings, in­
cluding 4 churches, to be re­
painted if the project is carried 
to completion. Company offi­
cials said at the start of the work 
that every building would be re­
painted and otherwise repaired 
if business conditions permit­
ted.

As soon as all houses have 
been painted with the first coat, 

the painters will move back to the 
west end and begin applying the 
second coat.

The general brightening-up of 
the village is plainly evident and 
the contrast decided when one 
drives down a street where 
houses have only been painted 
on one side, with the other side 
bare.

Different color schemes are 
being used to add to the appear­
ance of each house, and also 
makes it blend with the sur­
rounding area. Pittsburgh Paints 
were chosen by Merrimack for 
the renovation.

Sixteen painters are em­
ployed on the project, which is 
being done by a Gadsden con­
tractor and paid for by the 
Merrimack Manufacturing Co.

“A planet is a body of Earth 
surrounded by sky.”

Seen on recent 6th grade 
exam paper

Free Attorney Consultation for Bankruptcy
The Law Firm of

MITCHELL HOWIE
Legal Services - Probate - Estate Planning - Wills 

533-2400
No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal 

services performed by other lawyers.

Allied
Photocopy

Quality Reproductions 
Black & White & Color

1821 University Drive539-2973
COMPLETE TAKE OUT MENU 

BANQUET FACILITIES

Sizzling Fajitas Are Our Specialty
VOTED HUNTVILLES BEST MEXICAN RESTAURANT

&/"AII You Care To Eat" Every Wednesday 5PM - 9PM 
Special Lunch Buffet Mon - Fri 11AM to 2PM 

Lunch Specials Saturday & Sunday 
Open 7 Days A Week 256-539-6075 *256-534-9161

FAX 256-536-4639
2008 MEMORIAL PKWY SW
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ote pap?
It's Cooked In The Pit"

828-8777 828-8778
Bill <& Rosemary Leatherwood, owners

Ask For Our Special 
Kid's Menu!

Carry Out’s for your Special Events!

Pork Sandwich 
Chicken Sandwich 
Turkey Sandwich 
Rib Sandwich 
Pork Plate 
1/2 Chicken Plate 
Ribs (Slab) 
Ribs (1/2 Slab) 
Whole Chicken 
Whole Shoulders 
French Fries 
Potato Salad 
Pies 
Baked Beans 
Green Beans 
Hushpuppies

There’s nothing better than barbeque!! 
rOrder BBQ, Savory Ribs and all the fixin’s.

Specialty Items
Salads
Hot Dogs 
Hamburgers
Slaw bogs 
Chili bogs 
Cheeseburgers 
Plate Dinners
Chicken Fingers
Rib Plates
1,2 A 3 lb. Pork Specials

and much more!!!

Give your wife a break from the kitchen 
tonight! Order OLE DAD'S BAR-B-Q.

We Sell BAR-B-Q by The Pound!
14163 Highway 231/431 North 

Located in the beautiful city of Hazel Green
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The 
Ghosts 
of Helion 
Lodge

by Rick Storey

Lights that turn themselves 
on and off in the middle of t’ e 
night, doors that open and cl 2>e 
for no apparent reason, myste­
rious stairways that lead to no­
where. A ghost would certainly 
feel at home here. The oldest 
Masonic ediface in the state of 
Alabama has welcomed thou­
sands of gentlemen during the 
last two centuries. It stands to 
reason some of them may have 
decided to return there in spirit 
form.

Guided tours through the 
Twickenham Historic district 
stop in front of 409 Lincoln 
Street and are quick to point out 
this is the oldest Masonic Lodge 
in the state, “they say it’s 
haunted” and proceed to de­
scribe some of the mysterious 
phenomena occurring within; 
strange presences felt, hanging 
pictures that jump off the wall, 
that sort of thing.

Secretary Garry Smith was 
working in the lodge kitchen late 
one evening and heard a door 
slam shut. “I was the only one 
in the building at the time.” Oth­
ers offer similar accounts of 
doors opening and closing mys­
teriously by themselves, includ­
ing the present Master of the 
Lodge. Another member once 
recalled an instance when not 
just a door slammed while the 
building was secured but the 
sound of something being 
dragged across the floor up­

stairs was heard. Old buildings 
are creaky though and what one 
person hears as footsteps may 
only be that of the dwelling set­
tling. Or is it?

A recent past master talking 
to another past master, while 
discussing Henry Pollard, a past 
master from the early 1900s in 
front of his portrait, saw his 
nameplate for no apparent rea­
son leap off the wall. On an ear­
lier occasion the entire framed 
portrait of H.C. Pollard jumped 
completely off the wall. Is this 
mere coincidence?

There have also been ac­
counts of lights coming on in 
the attic long after the building 
had been emptied and later turn­
ing themselves off. There is no 
high tech explanation of this 
occurrance. One brother notic­
ing the attic light from the street, 
unlocked the door, ran upstairs 
to flip the switch but was sur­
prised to find it had switched 
off when he arrived. A recent 
former steward also accounted 
how creepy the secret staircase 
to the basement is, “something 
has always told me to stay out 
of there”. That basement legend 
says it connects to the cata­
combs that run under the old 
city. We have bats and a dun­
geon, what other secrets does 
Helion Lodge #1 hold?

One brother joked, “if we do 
have ghosts here I’d like to think 
they’re friendly since they’re 

Center for Hearing, LLC
7531 S. Memorial Parkway Suite C Huntsville, Al 35802

Maurice Gant, BC-HIS
Board Certified Hearing 

Instrument Specialist

Phone(256) 489-7700

• Free Hearing Tests and Consultations
• Zero down financing with low payments
• Competitive pricing
• Service and repair of all brands and makes of aids
• Hearing aid batteries
• Appointments - Monday thru Friday from (8:00 am 

until 5:00 pm) and Saturday upon request

00508041

probably a brother”. Could it be, 
ghosts are alive and well in 
Helion Lodge #1 and signed in 
perhaps on one of the old dusty 
register books stacked in its 
dark corners?

West Station 
Antiques 

Come visit us in 
Owens Cross Roads at the 
Historic Hornbuckle Garage 

on old Hwy 431.

Phone (256) 725-B00K (2665)

Books - Paper Items 
Postcards - Linens - Quilts 
Pottery - China - Glassware 

Sterling Silver - Jewelry 
Furniture

Visit us at our website: 
www.gibsonbooks.com

3037 Old Highway 431
Owens Cross Roads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

New Hours: Thurs - Sat 10-5
Sun -1 - 5

http://www.gibsonbooks.com


The Guitar 
Man

By Malcolm Miller

In nineteen fifty I was play­
ing on the radio every Saturday 
with the Jimmy Orears' Band. 
On the Fourth of July we got a 
job playing at the annual Fourth 
of July celebration at Central 
School. I was really thrilled be­
cause that is where I attended 
school for nine years.

I recall one of the members of 
the band couldn't go so Jimmy 
hired a thirteen year-old lap steel 
guitar player to go with us. That 
was the first time I ever laid eyes 
on Maurice Ramsey, but since 
that hot day in July many years 
ago, I realize that on that day I 
witnessed the beginning of a 
musical talent that knew no 
bounds.

I found out later that the steel 
guitar belonged to one of Maurice's 
brothers who kept it under his 
bed. It seems Maurice would go 

in and slip it out when his brother 
was gone and that's how he 
learned to play. Later on his 
brother gave him the guitar.

When Maurice was about nine 
years old, his mother had him 
taking piano lessons for two years 
but he didn't like this because the 
other boys would call him a sissy. 
Later on in his musical career 
having learned to read music 
proved very beneficial.

After listening to Chet Atkins 
play on the radio, Maurice was 
convinced that playing lead gui­
tar was what he wanted to do and 

RENT for the ELDERLY, DISABLED and/or 
HANDICAPPED based on INCOME

(Section 8)

First Seventh-Day Adventist Towers 
*Stove *Refrigerator *Carpet *Drapes *Smoke Detectors 

*Emergency call system *HVAC *Laundry *Utilities Included

3409 Verona Avenue 
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 

(256) 852-5402 Monday - Friday
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soon after that his Dad ordered 
him a Silver Tone guitar from 
Sears Roebuck and the rest you 
might say is history. He became 
one of the finest guitarists I have 
ever known and I have heard 
some of the best.

Maurice taught guitar for 
many years at Corder Music on 
Meridian Street.

And there are many guitar­
ists playing today because of his 
teaching.

Let's turn the pages back to 
nineteen fifty when Maurice was 
thirteen years old and learning to 

?■ grill
Attorney 31 £.utv

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury
* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A Job - It’s Our Mission”

920 Merchants Walk (256) 534-4502 Office
Suite B (256) 534-4503 Fax
Huntsville, Al (256) 233-3328 (Athens)

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed 
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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play his brother’s lap steel.

You see he lived on Huntsville 
Street on Billy Goat Hill in north 
Huntsville and just one street over 
on Kildare Avenue there was a 
very pretty little thirteen-year old 
girl named Mary Ann Anders. 
Being the shy type boy that he was 
Maurice started sending love 
notes to Mary Ann but he 
wouldn't sign his name and she 
wasn't certain who her secret ad­
mirer was. Finally he got up the 
nerve to sign his name and from 
then on their love was the only love 
in either of their lives.

Since they were so young, 
Mary Ann's parents wouldn't let 
them go anywhere together but 
that didn't discourage them. Mary 
Ann says that Maurice had a 
bicycle with a basket that he used 
to deliver papers and every few 
days here would come her Romeo 
on that bicycle with his lap steel 
in the basket.

She told me recently that 
when she saw him coming her 

heart would really flutter. Finally 
when they were both fifteen her 
parents let her start going places 
with him. After they finished high 
school and were eighteen years old 
they were married. They were too 
young to buy a house but a man 
named Bill Thrower rented them 
a house on Swanson Drive and 
when they turned twenty-one he 
applied the rent they had paid to 
the down payment on the house.

There was a great demand for 
Maurice in the music business; he 
played with several local groups. 
One of those groups was local 
popular DJ Slim Lay. Another 
member of that band was now 
famous songwriter Curly Putman

“The democracy will cease 
to exist when you take away 
from those who are willing 
to work and give to those 

who would not.”

Thomas Jefferson

I R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC~
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FORD FSERIES “

No, we haven't used 
it in 30 years. BUILT

TOUGH
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who said at Maurice's visitation that Maurice was 
his best friend and like a brother to him. He also 
played with some orchestras and several gospel 
groups.

He had offers from some of the biggest names 
in country music including Ray Price, but Maurice 
loved the life he had with his wife and two chil­
dren. He liked his job at the Huntsville Fire De­
partment where he rose to the rank of district chief 
even though one time he almost lost his life repel­
ling in a training accident.

One group that Maurice loved to play with was 
the southern gospel group, The Regents; he stayed 
with them twenty five years till not long before he 
passed away.

In July two thousand three Maurice Ramsey 
passed from this life. His passing was a huge 
loss for many people, especially those who had 
heard his music and loved it. They had his 
funeral at the Mt. Zion Baptist Church where he 
had been a faithful member for thirty three years. 
The visitation at the funeral home the night be­
fore was one of the biggest crowds of any visita­
tion I have been to.

As I visited with Mary Ann getting material for 
this story their son Jeff and his wife, Rhonda, were 
there. Jeff, like his dad, is a fireman but best of 
all he is a fabulous guitar picker, taught by his 
Dad. He played several of the songs his Dad had 
written. When he was playing I could almost see 
his Dad sitting there. Jeff said he was blessed to 
have Maurice and Mary Ann for parents.

Also while I was there the next door neighbor 
David Henderson came in and I asked him to say 
something about Maurice and he said that Maurice 
had been his best friend and

I thought as I viewed the guitar head stone that it 
is very fitting, as the guitar was a big part of his life. 
Now it watches over him as he rests through eternity.

JIB
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Visit www.chaneyplace.com

2 & 3 bedrooms from $179,900
Call your Senior 
Real Estate 
Specialists for 
care-free living!

507-A Drake Ave., SE
Huntsville, Al 35801

Parkway Perimeter

John Richard 

Broker 

603-7110

Dick Smith 
Broker Associate

457-3929

£ f w li£S
“Team Richard”

www.teamrichardrealtors.com

neighbor for forty six years. He 
said they had laughed together 
and cried together. Just another 
testimonial to the life of a good 
humble man.

My nephew Jimmy Miller was 
visiting from Florida and took a 
walk through Maple Hill Cemetery 
recently. He happened to notice an 
unusual head stone with a beau­
tiful guitar engraved on it. He took 
a picture of it, not noticing the 
name.

When he arrived home he saw 
the name inscribed on the stone 
and he realized that this was the 
same man he had listened to play 
the lap guitar in my kitchen years 
ago. He called me and we went to 
view this beautiful stone.

Alpha Estate Sales & Appraisals

Personal Property Collectible & Antique Estate Auction 

We will help you sell all of your estate, including fine art,
fyrniture, jewelry, china, porcelain and more

http://www.chaneyplace.com
http://www.teamrichardrealtors.com
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Heard On 
the Street

by Cathey Carney

Our winner of the July Photo of 
the Month contest was Eddie Wilson. 
The cute boy in the photo was Donnie 
Thigpen, who co-owns Po-Boy Fac­
tory on Andrew Jackson Way with his 
pretty wife Marie. Eddie is an old gui­
tar-picker from way back and even 
remembers playing at the Snu*r Dip­
pers Ball downtown! Congrati .tions 
to you, Eddie!

It seemed like the day would never 
come, but Joe Lougheed has finally 
decided to retire from Huntsville 
Firefighters after many years of ser­
vice. Joe’s sweet wife Connie Broad- 
way-Lougheed threw him a rocking 
Mexican-themed party which was not 
only a retirement party, but a birth­
day party for Joe too! It was definitely 
an unforgettable night, made even 
more fun by the live Mariachi band!

We met a really interesting lady 
recently in downtown Huntsville - 
Marsha Lucas works for GMAC Real 
Estate and knows many folks in this 
area! She was alot of fun to talk with.

One recent summer afternoon we 
were sitting at an outside table at the 
Kaffeeklatsch bar on Jefferson Street 
and Mark Haynes stopped by! Mark

Ruth’s Nutrition
Don’t let time slip away.

Herbs - Vitamins - Massage 
Reflexology - Natural Foods 

Master Herbalist - Auricular Therapy 
Magnetic Therapies 

Electrodermal Testing 
Children’s Products

7540-P South Memorial Pkwy (256) 883-4127
Rosies Shopping Center Open Mon - Sat

Huntsville, Alabama info@ruthsnutition.com

is from Huntsville and has 
lived here for years but is now 
selling trucks in Nashville. He 
looked great and none the 
worse for wear after having 
added about 5 years to his 
age!

Will Stutts was amazing 
in his performance of 
Antonio Salieri in the UNA 
Florence production of 
‘Amadeus”. The audience was 
mesmerized by him and the 
entire cast did a great job. Will 
also was Producing Artistic 
Director of the play.

George Boles used to live 
in Huntsville and worked with 
the DA’s office til 1993. He 
now works in Birmingham 
and tells hilarious stories. He 
is known as “Bosco” to his 
family and has brothers liv­
ing in St. Louis and in 
Scottsboro. An unnamed 

family member let us know that 
George had a very important 
birthday on Aug. 1, not an old one 
- just a good one. It does have a 7 
in it, somewhere. Happy birthday 
to you, George!

Many, many people know of 
Dr. Mabry Batson Miller. If you 
have anything to do with the arts 
or civic organizations here, you 
have met her. Dr. Miller was re­
cently given a very prestigious 
award in Montgomery - she was 
one of four recipients to receive 
the Governors Arts Awards. Con­
gratulations to you, Dr. Mabry 
Miller! We’re very proud of you.

John Rader worked for 
Hewlett-Packard as parts man­
ager for many years in Huntsville. 
John always had a huge smile on 
his face and a kind word for ev­
eryone. John passed away in 
July at the young age of 77. He 
leaves his daughter Renay and her 
husband David Nunn, and his 
loving wife Phyllis. John and 
Phyllis had just celebrated their 
50th anniversary, and were al­
ways in love. We will miss John 
very much, and we know his 

Photo ol The Month
The first person to correctly 

identify the youngster below wins a 
1 -year complimentary subscription 
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502
Hint: This pretty little girl is 

a frequent visitor in many of our 
homes.

mailto:info@ruthsnutition.com
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friends and family are so sad­
dened at the loss.

Ken Owens, of Huntsville, re­
cently celebrated a milestone 
birthday. We won’t say exactly 
what but it comes right after 59. 
He looks great for being an older 
guy and is really enjoying life right 
now with his feisty wife Diane.

Merrimack Mill has an­
nounced that it will be holding its 
first original production. “Upon 
Their Shoulders: The Merrimack 
Story”, which was written and re­
searched by local playwright Ron 
Harris. It is a play that illustrates 
the rich history of Huntsville 
through the lives of real people 
who labored in the city’s textile 
mills. The play traces the devel­
opment of child labor laws, man­
datory school laws and the socio­
economic impact on Huntsville 
today. The play will be performed 
Oct. 15-18.

Our good friend Mike Kaylor 
seems to be pretty content with 
being semi-retired. After 20 years 
of working nights, his wife Jenny 
loves having him home these 
days!

Louise Hope was 90 when 
she passed away the end of June. 
Many remember Louise and her 
sweet husband Harley Hope who 
preceded her in death. Harley was 
a member of the Golden K 
Kiwanis and is missed, to this day. 
He and Louise were a very loving 
couple, and we went to send our 
condolences to the Hope family 
and many friends.

Happy Anniversary to that 
great couple, Stephanie and 
John Troup! They make being 
in love look easy! John is also cel­
ebrating his birthday on the same 
day in August - Happy Birthday 
to you John!

Linda Hamlin, owner of 
Linda’s Printing Services, and 
Christina Reynolds are the 
proud recipients of the 2008- 
2009 Tom Milford Rotarian of 
the Year award from the Greater 
Huntsville Rotary Club, #6860. 
Linda and Christina co-chaired 

this year’s The Great Gatsby Gala 
event. Their efforts raised 
$22,926.51 for the Community 
Free Clinic and $ 18, 785 going to 
the Rotary Educational Assistance 
program. Congratulations to two 
very hard-working ladies!

If you’re into great garage sales 
& antiques, you won’t want to 
miss the event to the held again 
this year at Lincoln Antiques on 
Meridian Street. It'll be Saturday, 
Aug. 1 and starts sharply at 9am 
- no early sales!

Then, when you’re ready for 
some unique gift ideas and crafts, 
try the NEACA (Northeast Ala­
bama Craftmen’s Association) 
fall craft show that will be held 
at the Von Braun Center Sep. 18- 
20 - the whole family will love it!

We met a really sweet guy re­
cently. Jim Long, owner of 
Clayton Amusements, loves to 
spend time grilling and using his 
smokers, and he’s really good at 
it. In addition to that, he loves to 
cook and his pretty wife Karen 
doesn’t mind that a bit!

Huntsville was the proud host 
of Sports Week in July - State high 
school coaches were spotted at 
many places around town and 
Auburn’s new Head Coach Gene 
Chezik was at the Furniture Fac­
tory during the middle of the 
month. He was here with his foot­
ball staff along with the Alabama 
Football coaching staff. Everyone 

Specializing in: Carpet, Drapery & Upholstery, Oriental 
Rugs, Mini-Blinds, Removal of Unwanted Odors
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Louie Tippett, Owned & operated 209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville |

who was at the club enjoyed hang­
ing out with the coaches and lis­
tening to ‘JUICE”!

The weather has been incred­
ible lately and get out and WALK! 
Come to the historic districts and 
just enjoy August!

Discount Designer 
Shoes & Upscale 

Consignment Clothing

Prada 
St. John 
Miu Miu 
Ferragamo
Gucci 
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Valentino
Cole Haan
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Fendi
... And Many Mor
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Old South Familij Recipes

Ann Cooper s 

Pecan Pie

1 stick butter
4 eggs
1 c. sugar
1 c. white corn syrup
1 c. pecans
Pie crust (2-9” or 1 10”)

Melt stick of butter and 
brown it in a saucepan. Pour 
into bowl and mix in sugar and 
corn syrup. Beat in eggs one at 
a time. Add the pecans and mix 
well. Pour into prepared pie 
crust(s) and bake at 325 de­
grees for 45 minutes. Makes 
two 9" pies or one 10” deep dish 
pie. Easy!!

Nell s Mother s Fried
Green Tomatoes

3-4 green tomatoes

1/2 c. corn meal
1/4 c. flour
1/4 c. oil 
salt and pepper

Wash green tomatoes and 
slice them in about 1/4 inch 
rounds. Mix corn meal and 
flour with salt and pepper to 
taste. Put corn meal in a shal­
low bowl. Coat each slice of to­
mato on both sides with mix­
ture and place in skillet contain­
ing hot oil. Fry on med-high 
heat. Cook til coating is medium 
brown on both sides.

Nell s Mother s Cooked 

Spinach

1 sml. can spinach, chopped
3 eggs
1 T. bacon drippings
1/2 c. water
Place spinach in skillet - don’t 

drain. Add water, bacon drippings 
and salt/pepper to taste. Cook til 
spinach is tender. All the water 
should be cooked off. Beat eggs 
and scramble in skillet with spin­
ach until dry.

For a healthier version, sub­
stitute olive oil for the bacon 
drippings.

Also, Poke Sallet, when in 
season, can be substituted for 
spinach. Be sure to wash well 
and NEVER cook poke sallet 
once the berries have come on 
the bush - then it’s poisonous.

Fried Chicken

1 large fryer, cut up
1 c. flour
1 egg beaten
Salt and pepper
Cooking oil

Mix flour with salt and 
pepper to taste. Coat chicken on 

EVERY 
MONDAY 
IS FAMILY 
NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner. 
Featuring a full menu and the best 

country breakfast in town!

Kids Eat
Free!

Every Monday night Kids eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from 
our new kid’s menu with each paid adult 
entree. Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast 

8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS
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both sides with flour. Dredge 
chicken through beaten egg and 
coat again on both sides with flour. 
Cook in hot oil (Mother used lard) 
on high heat until brown on both 
sides. Reduce cooking tempera­
ture to medium-low and place lid 
on skillet. Cook til done. Mother 
tested with a fork for doneness.

Nell

Mushroom Pie

4 T. butter
11. salt
1 lb. fresh mushrooms
1/2 c. cream
1/4 t. white pepper
1/41. garlic powder
1 pie crust
Melt butter in saucepan, add 

mushrooms, cook gently for 10 
minutes, then add cream. Pour 
into baking dish or casserole, 
cover top with pie crust and cook 
for 10 minutes at 375 degrees, 
until crust is done.

Jenny Johnson

Pecan

1 1/2 c. mashed, cooked 
sweet potatoes

1/4 c. orange juice
1/2 t. vanilla extract
3 T. sugar
1/2 c. chopped pecans

Call (256) 489-9200 for Information and Reservations

Meridian Street at 1205 Kildare St.

******* * MB fri

's - Parties - Luncheons - Meetings 
Anniversaries - Showers - Weddings - Receptions 
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Located

Mix potatoes, orange juice, 
vanilla and sugar. Shape into balls 
using about 2 tablespoons for 
each. Roll in pecans and place 
on greased cookie sheets. Bake 
at 350 degrees for 20 minutes.

Stephanie Troup

1 env. gelatin (unflavored) 
1/4 c. cold water
3 egg yolks
1/2 c. sugar
1/4 t. salt
1 c. scalded milk
1/2 t. vanilla extract
3 egg whites, beaten stiff
1 c. heavy cream, whipped
1 oz. chocolate slivers
1/2 c. pecans, chopped fine
2 pie shells, deep-dish, 

thawed
Soften gelatin in cold wa­

ter, let it stand. Combine next 
three ingredients and slowly 
add the scalded milk. Cook in 
double boiler til mixture coats 
back of spoon, sticking to it.

Add softened gelatin and stir 
til dissolved, cool. Add vanilla, 
fold in egg whites, whipped 
cream and pour all into thawed 
crusts. Sprinkle chopped pe­
cans and slivered chocolate over 
top of pies, chill thoroughly.

Gale Nichols

Workshops starting in September 
for all Ages

THE

PAMA
AGENCY 536-5200

Professional Academy of 
Modeling & Acting 

Website: pamaagency.com 
708 Andrew Jackson Way - Huntsville, Al 35801

goI Restaurant With
The Trains!

975-E Airport Road

883-7656
Country Cooking 

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Mon. - Sat. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm 

Closed Sundays

pamaagency.com
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The Zesto
by Bill Goodson

Soft-serve ice cream made its Huntsville debut in 
the 1940's with a Dairy Dip on Meridian Street. Soon 
after, the Zesto, licensee of the franchise based in 
Atlanta, arrived on the corner of Pratt and Russell. 
Roy Jones was the first owner, and he had one em­
ployee, Pop. That's all I knew him by - Pop. He spread 
a laconic disposition over his seventy-plus years and 
grudgingly accepted my sister and me, high-school 
age, as proteges when my father, Houston Goodson, 
kept him on after buying the place in 1950.

Mr. Jones had added a deep fry to expand the 
menu and primarily to introduce to Huntsville what 
eventually would become .nown worldwide as 
corndogs. Another franchise license was involved, 
with the trade names Kwiki Dog and Turtle Burger 
(the hamburger counterpart to the hot dog.) These 
became wildly popular under the names Dipped Dog 
and Zestoburger. How did the name change come 
about? Simple. After a couple years of paying royal­
ties, my Dad, ever with an eye to the bottom line, 
figured out how to make the batter mix himself, 
ditched the franchise, and changed the names. The 
recipe, by the way, is a family secret, so don't even 
think about it.

That leads me to one of the highlights of
my career as a short-order cook, challeng­
ing me to think on the fly. One day a gentle­
man in a suit and tie (that was my first clue) 
approached the service window and ordered 
a Kwiki Dog. We hadn't used that name in 
over a year, so it took me aback for a mo­
ment. I could have simply sold him a Dipped 
Dog without any further ado, but something 
told me otherwise. "We have Dipped Dogs, 
sir, but we haven't had Kwiki Dogs in a long 
time. Do you want a Dipped Dog?"

He looked me up and down, frowned, 
and said yes, he guessed so.

After he had walked away, my dad, who 
had been eavesdropping in the back, came 
to the front and congratulated me. "He's prob­
ably a representative of the Kwiki company." 
Nevertheless, I turned the event over in my 
mind - maybe he was really an FBI agent, 
maybe he was packing heat - until I found 
myself relishing the titillating feeling that 
must accompany a life of crime and then 
wondered if that could be a mortal sin, so I 
turned back to my duties - but with a smile.

If that was my highlight. I'd be less than 
forthcoming if I withheld the lowlight. In one

It's European!
964 Airport Road • 880 9920

“I wish I could quit my job!”
“I wish I had more time 
to spend with my kids.” *7 need more fun 

in my life!"

“I wish I had an extra $200 a month.”

“My boss is driving me crazy!”

“It’s getting harder & harder to make ends meet.”

"I would love to work from home!"

If we’re speaking your language, 
call 256-777-4987 to learn more about 

the Arbonne home-based business opportunity!

“You’ll be glad you did!”ARBONNE
INTERNATIONAL 
Independent Consultant 
mophllllps.myarbonne.com

PURE SWISS SKIN CARE
FORMUIATEO IN WWTZWIAHO • MADE IN THE USA

COtOR I NUTRITION | AROMATHERAPY::

mophllllps.myarbonne.com
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of my first days at the grill, Pop left me alone to 
mind the shop for a few minutes. Up walks a 
man who orders a hamburger. I said, "Sure," 
and turned to the work counter for my inaugu­
ral creation. On the warming rack was a piece 
of meat that bore a resemblance to a cooked 
hamburger patty, but I should have taken seri­
ously its most notable features - dry and shriv­
eled. Not seeing any alternative, I slapped it on 
a bun that felt a bit crusty, but I thought that, 
too, was okay. I'd eaten many a burger with week- 
old buns. A thin slice of tomato, wilted piece of 
lettuce, and mustard topped it off. I collected the 
fifteen cents, delivered my masterpiece, closed 
the window, and sat back, full of myself.

That frame of mind didn't last long. In less time 
than it took to wonder where the other hamburger 
patties were located, the patron, with a facial ex­
pression decidedly different from his previous one, 
rapped on the window. I had a hunch this was not 
going well. He slammed the burger on the window 
ledge and demanded his money back, muttering 
something about dogs and teenagers.

In spite of that inauspicious beginning, I worked 
there weekends and summers for four years. Dad 
was fortunate in his choice of "as- _______________

MAIN OFFICE
2401 Triana Boulevard 

Huntsville, Alabama 35805

BRANCH OFFICE

200 West Side Square, Suite 48 

Huntsville, Alabama 35801

OFFICE HOURS:

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Wednesday

8:00 a.m. - Noon

® ®NCUA
by Adminnlrauir NmomI < rata Ea. .Unwratn

www. rocketcityfcu. org ' 4< 1

sistant managers" Pat Couch and 
Selma Jones, who served succes­
sive terms and became fixtures 
and favorites of the patrons.

Summer Sundays were our 
busiest days. With Zesto soft-serve 
going for a nickel or dime and 
Dipped Dogs fifteen cents, a $200 
day was a consummation. Dad 
liked to brag that he could make 
ten cents off a fifteen-cent Dipped 
Dog, and a single onion could net 
a dollar when served as onion 
rings.

My feet ached from hours on 
the concrete floor. My hair and 
every pore smelled of grease. At 
the end of the day, it was hard 
to tell that my apron was once 
white. After closing at 10 p.m., 
I sometimes would fix a malted 
for Elise's mother and would 
have to sit on their back porch 
to air myself out. How Elise 
managed to stick with me dur­
ing that aromatic courtship, I 
will never know.

Zesto was a favorite hangout 
for high school kids. After ball 
games at Goldsmith Schiffman 

Alabama
Coin & Silver

Charles Cataldo, Jr. Owner 
Ph. (256) 536-0262 

912 Bob Wallace Ave.
Huntsville, Alabama

Hill
111 I I BUYING - SELLING - TRADING 

ESTATE APPRAISALS

We buy and sell rare coins and collectibles

Yes! We Cater!!! On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart

Some of the best tastin’ chicken anywhere!
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Field, I'd rush there to don an 
apron and serve up extra-thick 
milk shakes for special friends - 
probably my greatest claim to 
fame and popularity among my 
peers.

Dad often had his mind on 
expanding the business, leading 
to an extension on the building 
to accommodate a larger grill 
area, walk-in refrigerator, and 
supply room. The menu grew 
with the square footage, to in­
clude Ranchburgers (open-face 
hamburger with fries in a card­
board boat), a variety of sand­
wiches, onion rings, and chili. 
The tables and chairs outside 
were added after my parents 
took a trip to Paris - Huntsville's 
answer to sidewalk cafes!

The enterprise came to a 
screeching halt one night in 
1965 when a fire gutted the 
building. While rebuilding, Dad 
posted a sign. "YOU'LL MISS 
THESE DIPPED DOGS AND 
WE'LL MISS YOU."

It took a few months to re­
open, but this time with a differ­
ent look. Only one walk-up win­
dow was preserved, and the other 
patrons would thereafter be 
served inside at booths and on bar 
stools at the counter. The drive-in 
had morphed into a restaurant. 
Breakfast was added, and soon a 
faithful following could be seen 
regularly drinking coffee and 
devouring eggs and bacon at six 
each morning.

Dad had to get to work a little 
earlier, but he had never been a 
stranger to long hours and hard 

work. Growing up in Dallas Mill 
Village and delivering groceries 
before school on a horse cart 
at age eight, he was an exem­
plar of that "Greatest Genera­
tion," starting out with a 
teacher's certificate during the 
Great Depression but soon re­
alizing he couldn't raise a fam­
ily the way he wanted to on what 
he earned at Rison School.

He aspired to owning his own

Taylor Produce
Local Tomatoes, veges, fruit

Come see us in our brand new location! If you go south 
on Parkway, pass Airport road and take the Golf Rd.

Exit, exit left under Parkway so you’re now going north - 
we’re on the right at Jones Valley Drive.

Proudly owned & operated by Tooter Taylor’s daughters & 
grandchildren! We’re keeping the tradition alive!

Fruits, local vegetables, watermelon, etc.

Brookshire Health Care
Skilled Nursing Facility

4320 Judith Lane
Huntsville AL 35805

(256) 837-1730
Fax (256) 430-3287

Committed to Compassion 
Striving for Excellence 

Serving Responsibly

Our Team Includes:

Physicians, Nurses, Physical Therapist,
Occupational Therapist, Social Worker, Speech Therapist, 

Activities Director and Registered Dietician.

Short term rehabilitation, long term care, & complex medical care:
Whether the need is for short term rehabilitation, 

or whether you would like to make Brookshire Health Care Center 
a home for you or your loved one, 

we look forward to hearing from you.

business, and he got it - in sev­
eral installments. Grocery stores 
on Beirne Avenue, Jefferson 
Street, and Wells Avenue. Willys 
automotive and Massey-Harris 
tractor dealerships. Rental houses 
and apartments in the Five Points 
area. Finally, owner of Zesto 
Drive-In and Goodson's Variety 
Store. All of that while acquiring 
a solid reputation as an honest 
and fair man that would culmi-
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nate in his being elected to the Huntsville 
city council for three terms, president for one 
of those. His public official years coincided 
with the boom times of the fifties and sixties.

This piece isn't supposed to be a bio of 
my father, and I apologize if I have strayed 
too far. But it's hard for me to tell Zesto's story 
without summoning the perspective of its 
most noted proprietor.

There were other owners after Dad. He 
sold it in the mid-seventies to Earl Noe 
and told him, "If you don't make money in 
a week, I'll buy it back." Apparently, he 
made money, because he operated it for 
over fifteen years before selling to Brandon 
Jones, who in turn passed it on to Jim and 
Brenda Rigsby.

They later added a pub to the side of 
the eating area. I'm not sure what led to 
the demise, but eventually the place was 
closed. A developer bought the property, 
leveled the building, and built two restau­
rants in its stead. (If anyone's interested, 
franchises are still available at zesto-ice- 
cream.com. Apparently the Zesto brand 
has thrived in the Midwest.)

It wasn't until after Dad sold it that we 
were allowed to patronize the competition. 
My sisters, Elise and I, and the kids finally 
got to see the inside of Mullins' and Eunice's.

It seems to me that old-timers - my age - 
developed an affection for the place and the 
people. Even now, in the twenty-first century, 
friends as well as strangers often tell me how 
much they miss Dipped Dogs (not Kwiki 
Dogs, thank you very much.) And onion rings. 
And Zestoburgers.

Elise doesn't miss the aroma.

You know you’ve gotten older when 
you sit in your rocking chair and 

can’t get it going.

7702 Holland Dr. Huntsville. AL 35802

Serving Fun Food and 
Great Spirits for the Best 
Customers in the World!

Visit our website at: 
www. leeanns. biz

Fax #489-9313

Behind the Red Caboose on Church Street

Phone 489-9300
15 TVs - 4 H.D. Wide 

Private Conference Room 
Food served inside and on the patio 

Available for holiday parties

Huge Menu of Delicious Foods prepared by 
our own chef, including over 70 items <5 

Daily Specials:

Steak Philly 
Catfish Fillet 
Chicken Cordon Bleu 
Monte Sano Chicken 
Fajitas
Cheese Sticks 
Fried Zucchini 
Quesadias 
Chicken Philly 
Classic Club 
Filet Mignon 
Shrimp Jammers 
Popcorn Shrimp 
Fried Oysters

Fried Potato Cakes 
Calamari
Pork Chop Nuggets 
Fried Mushrooms 
Jalapeno Poppers 
Chicken Fries
Corn Nuggets 
Fried Squash 
Sauteed Shrimp
Fried Green Tomatoes 
Fried Okra
Bourbon Glazed Salmon 
Loaded Potato Skins 
Fried Pickles

We Fry All Of Our Food In Canola Oil
Live music on the "Depot Patio"

(256) 883-9708 Office
(256) 426-7256 Cell
(256) 882-0610 Fax

John T. Henegar 
President

Featuring Rudy Mockabee every 
Tuesday night 

Live music on the patio 
Tuesday - Saturday

cream.com
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News from Want to know what your house is worth?

the Year 1923
- Mrs. C. T. Greaves, of Dal­

las, Tx., one of the most seriously 
injured in the wreck of the South­
ern passenger train near 
Scottsboro last week, is still at 
the Huntsville infirmary, where 
she was taken immediately fol­
lowing the accident. Mrs. 
Greaves is, however, reported to 
be doing well. She is the only 
one of the several brought here 
who have not returned 
to their homes.

- For rent - two new 
4-room houses, lower 
end of Locust street - 
$15 per month

- The old building 
on the corner of West 
Clinton and Gallatin 
streets is being torn 
down to give place to a 
handsome new filling 
station for the Wofford 
Oil company, better 
known as Woco Pep. 
The new station is 
made necessary to ac­
commodate the grow­
ing business of that 
company in this 
and will be up to 
in every respect.

- For sale -

Who knows the area better than a 
life long resident of Huntsville?

Call for a comparative market 
analysis consultation today or email 

janemc@kw.com

city 
date

one 
concrete mixer, $50. 
Two 3-horse power 
gasoline engines, $50 
each.

- While riding his 
bicycle on Walker 
Street Sunday, Howard 
Larkin, a small boy, 
was run into and 
knocked from his 
wheel by an automobile 
driven by Henry Tho­
mas. Young Larkin was 
jolted but not seriously 
injured.

- Messrs. James 
McGill and Lee Guy 
have perfected a new

a
T KELLERJane McElroy WILLIAMS

REALTOR® R F. A i T

<24 Q Q2EZ/1 2410 L&N Drive, Suite C 
I ZOO J J**O"73D** toll free (866) 519-7220

*

CHOPHOUSE ■ HUMPHREY’S - MASON’S *

Eat to Live? 
Dine to Indulge?

We’re nob aPraid bo ask bhe 
bough quesbions.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

256-704-5555
www.washingtonsquaregroup.net

» CHOPHOUSE ■ HUMPHREY’S - MASON’S *

mailto:janemc@kw.com
http://www.washingtonsquaregroup.net
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automobile light which they intend 
to apply for a patent for. The light 
will contain a revolving fan on one 
end and colored lights on the 
other, the lights being generated 
from a dry battery and being op­
erated by the car. The gentlemen 
have tried out their light with com­
plete success.

- For sale - Oakland six tour­
ing car, newly painted, good 
tires, run less than 6,000 miles, 
price $500, call Baxter Bros. 
Phone 244

Work on the new 
Yarbrough hotel is progressing 
rapidly under the direction of 
Mr. Baxter of Baxter Bros. And 
the third floor level has been 
reached and passed by the brick 
layers. Mr. Baxter says there will 
be no delay and that the work 
on this beautiful structure will

be pushed as rapidly as possible.
- For Rent - The Womans Club 

rooms, possession June 1 - call 
Mrs. John Hay, phone 190

- For sale Liquid Waxine, the 
famous furniture floor and auto­
mobile cleaner and polisher. Noth­
ing better and the shine it is said 
looks like a mirror. Can be 
bought at the home of W. S. 
Garvin, 708 Randolph Street

- Reward will be paid for the 
finding of two mules lost in the 
mountains near New Market. 
Contact Hunter’s Sawmill.

Loose 
Fitting 

Dentures?

“A household hint: 
Stop dusting, and you 

can use your coffee table 
as a message board.”

Maxine

NO MORE 
DENTURE ADHESIVES

We can stabilize in many cases your 
loose fitting Lower denture using mini 
implants. Sometimes this Procedure 
can be accomplished in minimum 
amount of time, like one office visit.

Magellan Mortgage
VA Rate Reductions are now available for existing VA loans!

No Appraisal, No Underwriting, No Income Verification 
Required! Call today to reduce your existing VA Mortgage 
interest rate and payments! *restrictions may apply

Today's Home Equity loans are fast and easy! No 
appraisal required in most cases! No equity required 
on loans up to 25K. Prime rate! Call for yours today!

Purchase, refinancing, debt consolidation, VA or 
conventional loans, WE'LL SAVE YOU MONEY.

(256) 288-0288
1803University Drive
Huntsville, Al. 35801

www.magellanmortgage.com

6
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MllMBER

Fast, friendly service, since 1990.

Free Relinement of old denture
Interest free financing

$750 per implant

256.533.0434
Dr. Eugene H. Scott, Jr.

401 Lowell Dr., SE, Ste.17 
Huntsville, AL

www.dreugenehscottjr.com

No representation is made about the quality of dental services to be 
performed or the expertise of the dentist performing such services.

Whose cruel idea was it 
for the word “Lisp” to 

have an “S” in it?

A Smoke-Free Facility!
* Snack Bar

> Cosmic Birthday Parties 
% Group Rates > Pro Shop

* Bowling Instruction Available

* Youth & Seniors Programs

Open Daily
"Where Bowling is Family Fun "

Don't forget to mention this ad to get 
your Senior Discount (55+)

Voted #1
Bowling Center In Huntsville

tsa ®© 2404 LEEMAN FERRY ROAD SW

http://www.magellanmortgage.com
http://www.dreugenehscottjr.com
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The Old
House

meals in the living room because 
it was to cold to eat in the kitchen. 
Our drinking water would some­
times freeze solid in the bucket.

On the rare occasion we took 

the living room close to the heater. 
After the fire in the heater died out 
at night there was no heat in the 
house. It was cold when we went 
to bed and even colder when we

by Austin Miller

In late 1945, my parents 
moved into an old dilapidated 
shack at what is now 491 
Ryland Pike. The house was in 
such bad shape that it was lean­
ing noticeable to the north.

To keep it from leaning further 
and falling down, the back side 
was propped up by four long 
hickory poles. Despite many 
years of repair, it was never physi­
cally comfortable, had few ameni­
ties and was not what you would 
call a nice house. It had a full 
length front porch that was the 
center of our lives in warm 
weather. In winter, the social cen­
ter moved from the porch to the 
living room as close as we could 
get to the heater.

From the warmth of the stove 
we spent many hours listening to 
the radio, visiting, talking and do­
ing school work. Sometime in the 
mid fifties the radio was replaced 
with a television that got one chan­
nel out of Chattanooga. In real 
cold weather we had to eat our

“When your Mom is mad 
at your Dad, don’t let her 

brush your hair.”

Evie, age 6 

For Sale - until gone - limited supply of

“Old Huntsville” Book of Recipes 
and Timeless Tips, Vol. II

There are only 15 cookbooks 
available - limit 2 per customer.

$20 each, add $3 for shipping

Call (256) 534-0502 or send orders to
716 East Clinton Ave., Huntsville, Al 35801

R The

L Old Huntsville
11 Book of Recipes
1 ' and Timeless Tips

1 Volume 2

Catherine Carney

I ■

i j Old Huntsville
L

kk & co.
Pet Grooming & Boarding

Summer is arriving and our indoor climate-controlled boarding is 
available for dogs and cats. Dogs are walked twice a day with 

extra types of TLC available for the pampered pet.
Hours: 7:00am - 5:00pm Monday thru Friday

07 Pratt Avenue 8:00am - 4:00pm Sat. Closed Sun. con cice
Huntsville (256) 539-5165
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brother Berns and I awoke to find 
our bed covered with snow that 
had filtered down through cracks 
in the roof and ceiling. We got elec­
tricity in about 1948 but improve­
ments were slow after that. It was 
1959 before we got running wa­
ter and 1965 before we got an in­
door toilet. It never had air condi­
tioning.

It is important to know that 
our house was not an exception 
to most Ryland homes in those 
days. Our closest neighbors 
were the Shepards and their 
house was about like ours.

The Elmer Sharp family 
lived in an old two-story house on 
Dug Hill Road next to the rail road 
track. The Sharp boys, Wayne, 
Phillip and Larry had to sleep up 
stairs where there was no heat or 
electricity. Their sleeping area was 
an unfinished attic with no furni­
ture except for three cots. The ceil­
ing was a tin roof attached to ex­
posed rafters. In winter, a window 
next to where they slept was 
boarded up by a piece of plywood. 
In summer it was taken down to 
let in fresh air. The space was 

Shore’s Pressure Cleaning
Licensed and Insured

All types of High Pressure Washing
Free Estimates

Chris Shore - Owner
2799 Elkwood Section Rd
Hazel Green Al. 35750
256-683-8656
email cleanbrick4u@ yahoo,com

freezing in winter and stifling hot 
in summer but I never heard 
them complain nor do I ever re­
member any of them being sick.

There are only two or three 
old-time Ryland houses left. The 
Tornado of 1974 took the others 
away and changed the landscape 
and flavor of the community for­
ever.

In the last twenty years or 
so, subdivisions have sprung up 
in and around Ryland. Most are 
smaller modest 
houses. The 
smallest and 
plainest of the 
new subdivision 
homes would 
have been con­
sidered luxuri­
ous by most 
Ryland people 
during the for­
ties, fifties and 
sixties.

What makes 
a home are the 
people who live 
in the house, not 
the building. My 

mind is still full of memories of 
the house.

In June of 1966, while on leave 
from the army, I often sat on the 
front porch alone late at night 
pondering what fate awaited me 
in Vietnam. It's where I brought

“Don’t let worry kill you, 
let the Church help.”

Seen in local church bulletin

Serving hearty German fare 
in Huntsville Since 1972.

Star Market
and Pharmacy

Serving fresh Terry’s Pizza!
Your Friendly Neighborhood 
Pharmacy & Grocery Store 

Located In Historic Five Points 
702 Pratt Ave. 534-4509
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Alabama Coin & Silver Co. is BUYING!
The above currency sheet recently sold to the buyers from 
out of town that set up in a city of Madison hotel claiming 

to be paying top dollar. They paid $450. for this sheet. 
Alabama Coin & Silver Co. paid the out of town buyers $3,500. 
Alabama Coin & Silver pays more for decent quality old Silver 
Dollars (hotel buyers up to $8 each, Ala. Coin minimum $11) 
Pre-1933 U. S. Gold coins, we pay more for rare dates and/or 

higher quality. We also pay more for your 10K and 14K scrap.
Who Should You Be Selling Your Rarities To?

914 Bob Wallace Ave. SW, Huntsville, Ala. 35801
Located just east of Hwy 231, Mon-Fri. 11-6.30, 256-536-0262
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my future wife, before we 
married, to meet the family. When 
we drove up Mama, Daddy, Berns, 
my younger brother Gregory and 
Mark McMellon were sitting and 
lying on the front porch.

Several chickens were 
scratching around in the yard. 
After we got there a rooster ran 
out from under the floor chas­
ing a hen. Four or five cows had 
gathered at the fence next to the 
house to eat watermelon rinds 
that had been thrown over the 
fence. Several rifles, shotguns 
and fishing poles were propped 
against the wall on the front 
porch.

I was afraid my fiance would 
think she had come to hillbilly 
heaven. But she too soon 
learned to love the old place, 
chickens and all.

Mark was a city boy who lived 
with his parents in Huntsville but 
spent a lot of time at our house.
He talked not long ago about how 
he always enjoyed sitting around 
the heater in the living room or

P*rf«d IWrf im.
Professional Turf Care Company

256-704-5687
www.PerfectTurf.net

RO. Box 4994 Huntsville, AL 35815

“Because You Deserve It”
President, Jerry O. Smith
State Certified Applicator

Life Insurance-Annuities
Long Term Care Insurance

Interest Rates Too Low!
Consider a 3 or 5 year annuity from a life 

insurance company rated “A” by A. M. Best Co.

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU

2311 - C Market Place 
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 

on the front porch listening to 
Mama and Daddy talk politics and 
current events. He went on to say 
that his favorite place in the house 
was the old dark, drab rustic 
kitchen where he enjoyed some of 
the best meals he ever ate.

As uncomfortable and rustic 
as the old house was, it provided 
home and hearth for many fami­
lies in the approximately 70 years 
that it stood. My father often said 
he wouldn't trade it for the finest 
house in Huntsville.

I called the old house home for 
almost thirty years or 120 sea­
sons. It was where we had thirty 
great Christmases and an untold 
number of delicious meals with 
family and friends. These days the 
good times are exaggerated in my 
mind and the bad times don't 
seem so bad. That's the way it with 
times of our youth.

Sometimes I wish the old 
house was still standing but I
know deep down that 
the era of it's time 
passed long ago.

7 Application Program
Fertilization
Weed Control
Insect & Disease Control

Fire Ant Control
Tree & Ornamental Care

Grub Control
Grow-in Programs 

Athletic Programs

Ask. about our 52 week Jire ant guarantee

Phone
(256) 519-6955

We Specialize in Historic Homes 
John M. Bzdell 326-8053

Chef’s Table
Gourmet Tapas Dining

2030 Cecil Ashburn Drive 880-7333
Huntsville

http://www.PerfectTurf.net


My Days at 
the Kildare 
Mansion

By Sherry Carlin

I was brought up in the 
country, in a small town called 
Maysville. We didn't get to go to 
town often so it was a big ad­
venture when we did go. I looked 
and marveled at everything.

When we got to travel to 
Huntsville it was a real adventure. 
There was one place that really 
stood out for me. It was the 
McCormick House or Kildare 
Mansion, off Oakwood Avenue. 
All of us called it the Castle. I 
found it so mysterious, as a kid 
I couldn't even imagine getting 
to tour the place.

But as the years passed by 
and I grew up I decided to move 
to the big town of Huntsville. 
Having lost a job and 
not owning a car, my 
choices for employment 
were limited to say the 
least. I lived on Kildare 
and I was single at the 
time, trying to support 
myself, so I had to find 
another job fast.

I had walked by 
Lumpkin Stained Glass 
many times but never 
dreamed I would find 
employment there. But 
when I called, lo and 
behold they needed 
someone right then. So 
I soon started my career 
in stained glass as a gla­
zier. I had a small apart­
ment at the time but my 
landlord told me he 
wanted his grandson to 
live there so the search 
was on for another place 
to live.

My boss at the 

stained glass shop, Wayne 
Lumpkin, was very kind and 
caring so he took me to some 
local areas that advertised rent­
als but I couldn't find a thing 
because it needed to be close 
enough to walk to work.

One day Mr. Lumpkin came 
up with the idea of the 
McCormick House. He knew the 
owners and asked them, and

r
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sure enough I was able to move 
in. At the time the owners rented 
apartments on the third floor. I 
was so thrilled at my good for-

“Spotted owl plague 
threatens northwestern 

U.S. crops and livestock.”

Headline from year 2030

- service above and beyond your expectations
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tune, and so grateful to Mr. Lumpkin. The rent 
was reasonable and I was right across the street 
from work.

Later on, when I began dating my boyfriend, 
he couldn't believe I lived in such a fancy place 
so I had to take him on a tour.

I had never really thought much of ghosts 
and spirits until I moved there. Then my experi­
ences with haunting began. I had to pass the 
round room every time I went to the kitchen. 
Each time I passed that room I got a very eerie, 
creepy feeling, like there was something evil 
there. I couldn't explain how I felt.

I began to do some research on the house at 
the library and found that the daughter of the 
man who owned it had been insane. Virginia 
McCormick was the daughter and although I 
didn't learn as much as wanted to, I did learn 
that she was locked up in that room for many 
years. Back in those days we heard that the 
wealthy people kept their mentally ill relatives 
at home so as not to be embarrassed if the word 
got out.

I was not the only one who experienced 
these weird feelings or a presence of some­
one. A friend of mine said he felt someone 
touch him, and although he was a big burly man, 
he was scared. He never came back to visit as 
long as I lived there. Also, one night I heard a 
noise, like a huge bowling ball coming down the 
steps. There was very heavy carpeting on the 
steps but that sound was deafening. My mother 
was with me at the time, and she heard it too. 
She wanted to know what it was and I told her I 
wasn't sure. I was pretty shaken up, but my 
mother was completely unnerved.

During my stay there many people wanted 
me to let them tour the home or at least my 
area. But many people didn't go past the front 
door, saying they felt some presence even at that 

point. Many people couldn't believe that I actually paid 
to live there.

After I found the information on poor Virginia I felt 
a connection to her, I wished she had had a better life 
and therefore felt a little better when I passed by the 
round room. Somehow I got the feeling that she just 
wanted someone, anyone to feel some of the hardships 
she had endured.
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Huntsville 
News from 
the Year 1873

- We are informed that five or 
six prisoners broke jail and 
escaped on Thursday night. They 
were at large at last accounts.

- Bill Thompson, colored, 
arrested on Wednesday by Cap­
tain Forman, on the charge of 
stealing a cow from Mr. River, 
and offering the same for sale 
at market in Decatur, was taken 
to jail on Monday last for safe 
keeping. He made an attempt on 
Friday night to escape from the 
guardhouse by removing the iron 
bars from one of the prison 
windows.

- Telegrams received at 
Huntsville Saturday, from Hous-

“My reading of history 
convinces me that most bad 

government results from 
too much government.”

Thomas Jefferson 

ton, Texas, state that Joseph 
Aquero, charged with the murder 
of Jack Snow, of this city, last May, 
has been acquitted.

- A heavy wind and rain 
storm occurred on Thursday 
night in New Market. The roof 
of the gin-house was blown off 
and the blacksmith shop leveled 
with the dust. Considerable 
damage to fencing was done in 
the neighborhood.

- A little girl, between thir­
teen and fourteen years of age, 
the daughter of Mr. Zach Elliot 
of Madison County, brought to 
this place on Friday last a bale 
of cotton weighing nearly five 
hundred pounds, which she 
made by her own labor, plow­
ing the ground, planting the 
seed, working it during matu­
rity, picking it, and selling it her­
self, realizing from its sale nearly 
one hundred dollars. The cotton 
was purchased by our fellow citi­
zen A. S. Curtis, who gave the little 
girl half a cent more to the pound 
than the market value.

We know of many boys loaf­
ing about the city in idleness, that 
might assist their poor widowed 
mothers in making a support, by
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following the example of this in­
dustrious little girl.

- An ex-Federal soldier was 
seen near Triana paying court 
to one of our young lasses. Local 
lads persuaded him to make a 
speedy departure to the northern 
region from whence he had come. 
The young lass received a severe 
lecture from her parents.

“Don’t get your knickers in 
a knot; it solves nothing 

and you walk funny.”

Jessie McComb, Athens

ffl 
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Three 
Caves

by Chip Knight

The name “Three Caves,” 
came about long after this 
former limestone quarry, or 
mine, had ceased operation. 
During the years it was active, it 
was known simply as the “rock 
quarry” and it was not looked 
upon with the nostalgia com­
monly felt for it today. It was 
loud, as both dynamite and 
crushing machinery were used 
in its operation, and loaded 
trucks spilled stone on what 
were rapidly becoming resi­
dential streets, particularly 
along Hermitage Avenue.

The rock quarry was first 
opened in 1945 on land owned 
by Madison County near the old 
County Poor House, and was 
well out from town in an area 
of pastures and nurseries. For 
the next seven years the quarry 
supplied crushed limestone for 
road construction in Huntsville, 
notably for Governors Drive 
which was known then as the 
“Four Lane Highway” because it 
was the only one around.

The rock quarry started out 
like most others in the area, as 
an open pit operation. Blasting 

in the pit occasionally caused 
problems with large rocks being 
blasted hundreds of yards and 
dropping on the Poor House and, 
once, on a brand new 1949 au­
tomobile. As the quarry grew, the 
operators found that they had to 
go deeper and deeper to get to the 
desirable limestone. The dirt and 
rock on top of that was known as 
overburden, and had to be blasted 
and removed from the site. This 
caused a growing problem which 
they finally solved by turning it 
into an underground mine. By 
going underground they avoided 
the effort and expense of remov­
ing the overburden and there was 
little danger of damage from the 
blasting.

Mining operations ceased in 
1952 because of a large num­
ber of complaints and because 
the cost of underground mining 
became more expensive as the 
mine grew. By that time, three 
large entrances had been created 
and work had begun on a fourth. 
Rock was drilled and blasted 
carefully to leave large support­
ing pillars while the rest of the 
rock was removed. This 
method, called “room and pil-

“The telephone pole was 
approaching fast. I attempted 
to swerve out of its way when 

it struck my car.”

Seen on local accident report 

lar” mining, was used when the 
amount of overburden was large 
compared with the available 
rock.

When operation of the 
quarry ceased, the site was sim­
ply abandoned. Unfenced, the old
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mines gave a generation of children a place 
to explore and teenaged couples a place 
to find privacy. It was even rumored about 
town that one rather well known citizen 
had been found there with another man’s 
wife.

The area remained largely out of the 
public eye until the year 1962 brought 
the Cuban Missile Crisis, and Madison 
County decided that the site would be 
an excellent location for a fallout shel­
ter. An Engineer Company from the Ala­
bama National Guard spent several 
weekend drills removing debris and oth­
erwise cleaning the place up, but the cri­
sis soon passed and the effort was 
dropped before emergency supplies of 
food and water were stocked.

Once again the old rock quarry was 
pretty well forgotten. Then, in 1978, 
movie producers found several sites in 
the Huntsville area which were ideal for 
a film to be called The Ravagers, which 
was about the time following a nuclear 
war. Although the film starred Richard 
Harris and Ernest Borgnine, it was not 
particularly successful, perhaps because 
people did not want to even think about 
a nuclear war, much less spend the time 
watching a movie about it.

In any case, the quarry was the lo­
cation for a number of scenes in the 
movie, and the open area was filled with 
trucks, power carts and trailers. An­
other location used in the movie was 
the Space and Rocket Center. There, the 
normally gleaming white missiles were 
covered in a rather mottled gray that 
made them look old and abandoned.

As with most films shot on loca­
tion, there were a number of parts which 
were filled by local area residents. 
Among these were musicians Tony 
Mason and a fiddler known as Monte 
Sano Crowder. When filming was com­
pleted, the old quarry was again quietly

forgotten.
In the 1980s, local land 

developers began to believe 
that they could build houses 
on the steeply sloping and 
cave-ridden limestones of 
Monte Sano Mountain. One 
reaction to this was the for­
mation of the Huntsville 
Land Trust, which was 
dedicated to preserving not 
only Monte Sano itself, but 
any other undisturbed 
lands in the area. The Land 
Trust bought over 500 
acres of the west face of 
Monte Sano from private 
owners and got others 
through the City of Hunts­
ville with the help of the Land
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and Water Conservation 
agency which is a State 
agency. The Madison County 
Commission donated the 
acreage which included the 
old rock quarry, now known 
as “Three Caves” to the Land 
Trust.

The area around the 
three caves is now fenced, 
much to the chagrin of 
youngsters seeking to ex­
plore and of young couples

“To steal ideas from one 
person is plagiarism; to 

steal from many is called 
research.”

Steven Wright
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wanting privacy.

The cliffs around the mine are 
sheer vertical, and several people 
have been injured falling from 
them.

The “caves” have now become 
a well known attraction. Volunteer 
groups, the Boy Scouts and oth­
ers, have built trails, so to speak, 
throughout both the mined area 
and the land around it which have 
made it for the first time, really 
safe to explore. The Land Trust 
conducts tours of the “caves” on 
a regular basis and special tours 
can be arranged when needed.

Perhaps the most interesting 
thing is that, although the old 
quarry, mine, or whatever you 
want to call it, was never really 
a cave - it is becoming one.

A stalagmite, which grows 
from the floor of a natural cave, 
is growing in this old abandoned 
limestone mine, and the numbers 
of brown bats which call this 
place home is growing.

Perhaps, one day, it will even 
look like a natural limestone 
cave.
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The authorities should take 
some steps to stop the reckless 
driving of automobiles. No regard 
is paid to the crowd crossing the 
streets by the reckless drivers of 
the smoke belching machines.

At dusk this practice is indeed 
a most dangerous degree when 
numbers of jitneys and others 
who know better, run their cars 
without lights.

The police, no doubt, will 
cause somebody a great deal of 
trouble when some hapless soul 
is run down.
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Memories 
of War

Pittsburgh, Pa.
Dec. 14, 1901

Dear Sir:
A clipping was recently 

handed me, stating that the 
President had appointed you to 
a judgeship for the Northern 
and Middle District of the State 
of Alabama, and giving a sketch 
of personal history, stating that 
you had served in the Confeder­
ate army under General Gordon, 
and carried a flag of truce to 
Sheridan’s lines at Appomattox.

My object in addressing you 
is to ascertain if you remember 
on that occasion as you ap­
proached the Union skirmish 
line you stopped and asked a 
Union soldier, dressed in a 
zouave uniform, where the com­
manding General was. If you are 

the person that carried the flag of 
truce in at that point, I was the 
party who directed you. I was Ser­
geant-Major of the One Hundred 
and Fifty-Fifth Pennsylvania Vol­
unteers, First Brigade, First Divi­
sion.

Our Regiment was on the 
skirmish line that morning, ad­
vancing into Appomattox, when 
I saw a supposed cavalryman 
advancing from the Confederate 
lines with a flag of truce; he 
stopped, addressed me an in­
quiry and I directed him where 
to go. This is a matter of per­
sonal interest to me to 
straighten out history, and it will 
also be source of pleasure to

Licensed - Insured - References

M S Masonry
Repairs 
Pavers 
Curbs 
Walk ways 
Blocks 
Stone 
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renew an acquaintance and claim 
you as a friend who was once a 
foe. Hoping to hear from you at 
an early date, I remain,

Very truly yours,
William Shore.

Huntsville, Ala.,
April 14, 1902.
Dear Sir:
Your letter of April 7th re­

vives some very interesting 
memories and I reply at the ear­
liest opportunity.

When the war ended at 
Appomattox, I was an officer on 
the staff of Major-General John 
B. Gordon, who then com­
manded the Second Corps of the

“No Job Too Small”

Michael Sylvester 
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army of Northern Virginia, and parts of Anderson’s 
corps. General Gordon was selected to command the 
troops which attempted to cut out about day break 
on April 9th, and I was with him in that charge.

As you will remember, we drove the cavalry some 
distance; when, coming upon General Ord’s forces, 
we retired, without attempting to break through, then 
being closely pushed by the infantry. When General 
Gordon ascertained that General Ord’s command 
was in front of him, he gave up all hope of cutting 
through, and as he had been directed in that event, 
by General Lee, with whom he was in communica­
tion by messenger and courier, sent in flags of truce 
at several points on the line in our front.

As the emergency was very pressing and your 
people were about to swoop down upon us, it was 
all important to stop hostilities at once, and Gen­
eral Gordon directed flags to be carried to several 
points along the line which was advancing on us.

I was then not quite twenty-one years old, and 
was mounted on a good-looking bay horse, and 
was in full dress, having put on our best uni­
forms for fear they would be captured with the 
wagons. We all expected the worst and wished to 
be dressed as decently as possible.

I rode in on the right of Appomattox Court 
House, coming from the direction of our lines. 
Some of your skirmishers opened fire on me at 
first, but they stopped as soon as they perceived 
my flag of truce, which was a large, white napkin 
in which some ladies had wrapped some snack 
for me the day before, the napkin being all that 
remained in my haversack.

I have always had a vague recollection that the 
officer 1 met was an artillery man, and it may be 
you were the man who told me where to go, and 
that I mistook the artillery man for a man in zouave 
uniform. 1 was so intent on getting the firing 
stopped that I did not pay very particular atten­
tion to what happened on the skirmish line. Thirty­
seven years have elapsed since then, and my 
memory is not very distinct as to the details.

I think the first general officer I was carried to 
was General Chamberlain, of Maine, who was a
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Division Commander, and if I am 
not mistaken, he carried me to 
General Griffin. General Sheridan 
was near by. I think he or some 
of his staff rode out into a part of 
the field where I was and said 
something about having another 
flag of truce and that “we seemed 
anxious to stop” and so on.

From this point I was sent 
with a Union officer to some 
Confederates, who did not un­
derstand the situation, and were 
trying to move off and were oc­
casionally firing. After this I 
went back into the Confederate 
lines to where General Lee was 
sitting on the road about a mile 
from Appomattox Court House 
on some rails near an apple or­
chard, waiting to hear from Gen­
eral Grant.

It would give me great plea­
sure to meet you should chance 
ever bring you to Alabama, and 
I will hunt you up if I ever come 
to Pittsburgh.

Yours very Truly,
Thomas G. Jones

“On the first date, they just 
tell each other lies, and 
that usually gets them 

interested enough to go for 
a second date.”

Mikey, age 8, on love

News from 
1911

- Huntsville - United States 
Deputy Marshal Perry Harrison 
brought in last night Rev. C. 
Chancey, who is charged with 
violating the postal laws while 
postmaster at Dutton’s store 
about five years ago. Chancey 
left soon after that and has since 
been in Mexico and Missouri.

He is a practicing minister and 
was in the act of setting up a new 
church in South Alabama when 
he was apprehended by Harrison 
who posed as a fruit tree sales­
man to learn his whereabouts. 
Chancey is about thirty five years 
old and has a wife and nine chil­
dren. No bond has been set.

- A warrant was issued yester­
day for the arrest of Oliver Innis 
who had been incarcerated in jail 
for the crime of issuing forged in­
struments and theft by deception. 
Innis had written checks in excess 
of $500 to local merchants, and 
when they proved worthless, was 
arrested. Innis then agreed to re­
imburse the merchants and a fine 
and court costs of $250. After 
writing checks for the amounts, 
Innis was allowed to go free.

It seemed like a good resolu­
tion until the checks were pre-
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sented at the bank for payment 
where they were declined for in­
sufficient funds. It is believed 
that Innis left here last Tuesday 
in the company of a young lady 
who shall remain nameless.
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Rules for 
Teachers in 
the Year 1882

Below were the actual rules 
imposed on all Alabama school­
teachers by the Board of 
Education

1. Each teacher will bring a 
bucket of water and a scuttle of 
coal each day.

2. Make pens carefully. 
Whittle nibs to individual tastes 
of students.

3. Men teachers may take 
one evening each week for court­
ing purposes, or two evenings if 
they go to church.

4. After ten hours in school, 
the teacher may spend the re­
maining time reading the Bible 
or other good books.

5. Women teachers who 
marry or engage in unseemly 
conduct will be dismissed.

6. Every teacher should lay 
aside a goodly sum from earn­
ings to benefit his declining years 
so that he will not become a bur­
den to society.

7. Any teacher who smokes, 
uses liquor in any form, fre­
quents pool or public halls or 
gets shaved in a barber shop will 
give good reason to be suspected 
of his worth, intentions, integrity 
and honesty.

8. The teacher who per­
forms his labor faithfully and 
without fault for five years will 
be given an increase of twenty 
five cents per week in his pay, 
providing that the Board of Edu­
cation approves.

Only in America do we buy 
hot dogs in packages of 
ten, and hot dog buns in 

packages of 8.

Downtown in 1909
- The policemen on day duty presented an imposing sight when 

they began their rounds on horse back. From now on every section 
of the city will be covered during the day by the mounted men. This 
has been the law for years but it has been neglected and many of 
the policemen found it more comfortable to walk than to ride 
horseback.
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provide your own refreshments.

Open 5:30 AM til 2:30 PM 

489-3354
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CHILI DOGS - BURGERS - DESSERTS

SOUP OF THE DAY
CORNER PRATT AVE. AND WASHINGTON ST.
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Southern Sealing & Striping
Specializing in sealing & strip-
irig. We do parking lofs, handi­
cap parking and driveways.

Call for free estimates
Cell 656-9357
Office 881-8337 1 Wtp

Joe Walker & Jeff Walker, Proprietors



Dear
Father

July 19, 1937
Dear Father,
Well, we finally made it. We 

are in Chicago now and are get­
ting settled in. We have a room 
that we are sharing with another 
man who is from Decatur. He 
said that he is kin to the Giles 
family that used to live down the 
road from us. He seems all right 
but drinks a lot.

The car broke down in Nash­
ville and we were stuck for two 
days while Jerry tried to find a 
used radiator. We had to pay 
four dollars for it.

Chicago is a lot different than 
anything back home. It is a big 
city and everybody seems to be 
in a hurry all the time. It snowed 
a couple days ago but the snow 

looked yellow from all the 
smoke in the air. We went by to 
see Tom Lamb but they said he 
left a couple weeks ago. They 
thought he went back home. If 
you see him tell him we tried to 
visit him.

The job situation here is pretty 
bad. We heard Cater­
pillar was hiring but 
when we got there, there 
must have been a thou­
sand people waiting 
outside the plant for 
jobs. Everywhere we go 
there are signs saying 
they don’t need help. 
Jerry is working one 
night a week playing the 
guitar at a bar and we 
have gotten several 
days work unloading 
boxcars. They don’t pay 
nothing but it is better 
than nothing. Tomor­
row we are going to 
Hammond where they 
are supposed to be hir­
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ing people for a steel mill.

I think if we don’t get work 
soon I am going to come home. 
If I am going to go hungry I 
would rather be home among 
my kin.

Your son,
David Hill

NEACA 
Fall Craft Show 

Northeast Alabama Craftsmen’s Assoc.

Von Braun Center
Sept. 18,19 & 20

Fun for the whole family!
For information call

Shirley Petitti (256) 883-2199

Counting on an apartment at Redstone Village? DON’T WAIT.
With our incredible amenities and vibrant lifestyle, more and more active seniors are discovering the advantages of 

retirement living at Redstone Village. As a result, ONLY THREE INDEPENDENT LIVING APARTMENTS
REMAIN AVAILABLE. Only three opportunities are left to make the area’s only non-profit Life Care community your home.
We offer a full continuum of care, consisting of Independent Living and licensed Health Services, 
which include Assisted Living, Skilled Nursing and a Memory Support Neighborhood.

If you want to enjoy the height of Independent Living, then don’t let this opportunity get 
away. Please call the Marketing Team today at 256-881-6717, because the countdown continues.

Pleaie call: 881-6717 and atk for Ann Beltz or £d Drenning 
12000 Turnmeyer Drive • Huntsville, AL 35803 • www.redstonevillage.org

http://www.redstonevillage.org
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News From the Year 1921
News From Huntsville and Around The World

Fairbanks appears in 
"The Mark of Zorro

Can Female
II Freedom

"The Mark of Zorro," Douglas Fairbanks' 30th film, may prove 
his most popular, and maybe the most popular picture ever. On 
the day of its premiere last December 11, a record number of 
patrons, 19,547, paid a record sum of $11,708, to see it. And police 
even had to be summoned to calm the crowds.

"Zorro" stands out from Fairbanks' other works and from 
film's present trends. The actor has always played the American 
hero, as in "The Good Bad Man" and "His Picture in the Papers." 
But here, Fairbanks portrays a Spanish baron in colonial Cali­
fornia, wielding a foil and branding his enemies with a "Z." Now 
it is hard to imagine him as anything but a foreigner.

"Zorro" is also the first successful costume picture made in 
years. All of a sudden, the public longs for capes, masks and 
swords. And the public wants to know everything about Fairbanks. 
The 37-year-old actor obliges, having already published his auto­
biography. Raised in Denver, Colorado, as Douglas Elton Ulman, 
Fairbanks now lives in Beverly Hills with his wife, Mary Pickford, 
at their home, "Pickfair."

Lead to
Divorce?

The St. Louis Court of Do­
mestic Relations attributes the 
increase in local divorces to the 
growing economic independence 
of women.

Nearly 700 divorce decrees 
were granted by the court dur­
ing one of its last terms. State­
wide, Missouri has experienced 
a 100% increase in divorces 
since 1896.

Statistics both confirm and 
refute the board's contention. A 
record eight million women are
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New York 
Passes 
Law on 
Dancing
The New York State Legisla­

ture has passed a law giving a 
state commissioner the right to 
censor dances. In Utah, a stat­
ute is pending providing for the 
imprisonment of women wear­
ing skirts higher than three 
inches above the ankle. And in 
Virginia, it's the decolletage, 
front and back, that lawmakers 
are going to shrink.

Across the country, Ameri­
can youths are kicking up their 
heels and indulging themselves 
in what seems to be a frenzy of 
rebellion against the standards 
and values of their parents and 
grandparents. And according to 
a recent survey by the New York­
based Literary Digest, a major­
ity of college officials and re­
porters believe that the burgeon­
ing youth revolt of our times is 
a sign of a serious moral crisis.

New styles of dress and dance 
have been singled out as the chief 
culprits. "There is a minimum of 
clothes and a maximum of cos­
metics, head decorations, fans

Are Your Floors Shaking?
Do You Have Cracks In Your Walls? 
Are Your Floors Swagging?
AreYour Doors Hard To Close?

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE / HOME OWNED & OPERATED

wmsi,/,

INC: BBB i
ALABAMA & TENNESSEE: U f7“

(256) 830-4942 or 1-800-877-3502 

and jewelry," according to the New 
York University News. "It is, in­
deed, an alarming situation when 
our 20th Century debutante 
comes out arrayed like a South 
Sea Island savage."

The New Mexico College of 
Agriculture and Mechanic Arts 
newspaper writes that gliding 
smoothly over a dance floor 
while keeping in rhythm with 
music is pleasing to witness, 
"but to jig and hop around like 
a chicken on a red-hot stove, at 
the same time shaking the body 
until it quivers like a disturbed 
glass of jello, is not only tre­
mendously suggestive, but it is 
an offense against common 
decency that would not be permit­
ted in a semirespectable road­
house."

But the respected Nation 
offers a less alarmist view. 
"The rank and file of the virtues 
have not greatly changed," it re­
ports reassuringly. "All that ap­
pears is a certain pendulum swing 
from one repression or indulgence 
to another, reaction setting in 
whenever the virtues or vices of 
an age begin to bore it."

“When life gives you lemons, 
turn them into lemonade, 

then mix it with a 
good vodka.”

Jeremy Smithy, Arab
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2802 Memorial Parkway S.W. 
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The Justice 
of Frank 
Gurley

The South was at War. Com­
munities were being ravaged by 
arsonists and murderers oper­
ating under the protection of the 
Yankee army. Local authorities 
were powerless to enforce the 
law.

In one of the most remark­
able documents to come out of 
the Civil War era, Captain Frank 
Gurley tells, in his own words, 
of wartime justice in North Ala­
bama.

“A friend told me that there 
was a widow woman living in 
the river hills up to the night 
before and that a man went to 
her home, assaulted her and her 
grown daughter, and then killed 
all the family, including the 
mother, daughter and four other 

children. Among the lot was a 
little fat boy about four years 
old. The man took this child by 
one leg and beat his brains out 
against the fireplace.

“The citizens caught the man 
and carried him to the jail in 
old Bellefonte, but he was un­
der the Yank’s protection. The 
Yanks told them that if they did 
not turn him loose, they would 
turn him out and put them in 
the jail.

“When I got there that night 
I found the Yanks camped all 
over the town with a patrol on 
the street in front of the jail. Two 

of my men were with me and I 
was familiar with the town and 
we took in the situation. We hid 
our horses in a dense woods 
close by and crawled up near 
the jail, where we could see the 
guard walking his beat. The 
night was dark and cloudy. I had 
dropped men along behind us 
to protect our rear, and with one 
man, got close to the guard. 
When the guard passed us, I left 
my man and slicked across the 
pike to the jail and was soon 
concealed in the shade.

“I knew where the jailor 
slept, and I got to his window

PS E R.V ICES
INCORPORATED

NTING
PHONE
(256) 534-4452 
(256) 534-4456

TOLL FREE
(877) 534-4452

FAX
(256) 534-4456
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Huntsville, AL 35806 

www.lindasprinting.com 
linprint@lindasprinting.com

http://www.lindasprinting.com
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and gave a Masonic tap. He asked 
me who I was and I told him. He 
wanted to know what I wanted. I 
told him I wanted the prisoner. He 
said the Yanks would kill him. I 
told the jailor, who was also the 
sheriff, that I intended to take the 
prisoner, or him, back with me.

This was said to impress the 
other prisoners and to save the 
jailor from the Yankees when they 
found the prisoner missing. “The 
jailor then got up and asked me if 
I had a rope. I told him no. His 
wife told us where there was one. 
He got the rope and he and I went 
down to the dungeon and tied the 
prisoner.

When we were ready to go out, 
I rubbed my pistol against his face 
and asked him if he knew what it 
was, he said he did, and I told him 
if he made any fuss, I would shoot 
him and then take care of my­
self.

“The man I had left then 
joined me. I made the prisoner 
get down on his knees, and when 
the guard got in the right place, 
we all crossed the picket line and 
were soon getting out of danger.

“In a short time we were on 
our horses with that big 200 
pound prisoner up behind our 
smallest man. But the load was 
too heavy for the horse, so I had 
the man ride up under a nearby 
tree. I took a part of the rope 
the jail woman gave me and put 
it around the prisoner’s neck 
and over a limb. Then I rode out.

“The prisoner was so heavy, 
the limb let his feet hit the 
ground, so I took another part 
of the rope and tied his feet up 
so they could not touch the 
ground. I remained close to him 
until he quit struggling and then 
we all rode off.”

Big Spring Safe from Enemies
from 1943 newspaper

Huntsville - In a joint statement issued by Mayor McAllister 
and Huntsville Police Chief Herman Giles, assurances were given 
that adequate measures have been put in place to protect 
Huntsville’s water supply from possible enemy sabotage. Mayor 
McAllister says at this time there are no plans to erect a fence 
around the headwaters of the Big Spring.

Madison County Deputies and Huntsville City Police are jointly 
patrolling the spring and have been issued orders to arrest any 
strangers loitering without cause.

All citizens are warned to be on the look-out for any suspi­
cious activities that might affect the war effort.

&ese £n& by MJ LLC
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Do you need to: Separate, divorce, or settle an estate; 
Downsize or move to a smaller house; 

Clean out your garage or attic; 
Remodel; Organize your yard sale?

Let me clean out - pack up - sell off - donate 
Let me ease your mind by tying up your Loose Ends!

Visit us on the web at: looseendsbymj.com 
email: mjailor@looseendsbymj.com

Mary Jim Ailor (256) 658-2718

“Any day on this side of 
the flower bed is a 

good day.”

Maxine
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The 
Courthouse

When Huntsville’s early set­
tlers first started arriving, they 
discovered a large mound of 
stones directly above the Big 
Spring. This mound of stones 
was infested with rattlesnakes 
and was considered worthless.

In 1809, the Mississippi ter­
ritorial government decreed that 
Madison County was to have a 
system of circuit and county 
courts and that the appropriate 
buildings be erected. This 
mound of stones, known as the 
public square, was deeded to the 
local government and in 1811 
the first courthouse was built. 
The first floor was used as of­
fices and courtrooms. The 
basement was also completed 
and was open on the north side. 

The first city market was located 
in the basement. A small wooden 
jail and pillory was constructed 
on the northeast corner of the 
public square.

The incomplete courthouse 
became the nucleus for civic, re­
ligious, and commercial activ­
ity. In 1817, arrangements were 
made to complete the building 
of the first courthouse. Arrange­
ments were also made for a 
more substantial jail and pil­
lory to be built on the east side 
of the square.

During the 1820s and the 
prosperous 1830s, Huntsville 
and Madison County continued 
to grow. By 1835, it was evident 
that a new courthouse was 
needed. Plans were drawn up 
and the firm of Mitchell and Wil­
son was hired to construct the 
new courthouse at an approxi­
mate cost of $31,000. The 
building was built in the popu­
lar Greek Temple style, being 

constructed of brick and stone 
and having two full stories in 
addition to a full basement. The 
old courthouse was sold at auc­
tion for $494.

After it was removed, the 
ten-foot elevation it sat on was 
graded down and the rock was 
used to pave the surrounding 
square. As work progressed, 
changes and additions were 
made to the original plans, ne­
cessitating additional revenue.

The new courthouse was 
completed in 1840 and provi­
sions were made for a new jail 
in 1846. The new jail was a 
brick structure located at the 
northeast corner of Washington 
and Clinton streets. During this 
time the square began to take 
on the appearance of a thriving 
business center. The yard in 
front of the courthouse became 
a place where cotton could be 
bought or sold, slaves could be 
auctioned off, and punishment 

Huge Guitar Auction at Guitar Bob’s 
Up to 2000 items to be auctioned 

Saturday, August 8th Viewing August 8th
Begins at 10am 8am - 10am

Used vintage guitars - Amps - Basses - Keys - Drums

Go to “Auctionzip.com” for partial listing and photos
Go by Guitar Bob’s from now thru August 7 to view and demo 
items. Note: All items are in inventory and are subject to be 
sold before auction so make your best deal now! Don Shelton

Al# 5074
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Equipment
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838 Winchester Rd (one block west of Moores Mill Rd) RHYTHM TOWN MUSIC
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would be administered by flog­
ging or even sometimes hang­
ing.

At the outbreak of the Civil 
War, when it was realized that 
the courthouse might be occu­
pied by Yankee troops, most of 
the public records were removed 
and sent to Blount County for 
safekeeping. When indeed 
Huntsville was occupied by fed­
eral troops in 1862, the court­
house was taken over by mili­
tary officials. A blanket of de­
pression and hardship de­
scended upon Huntsville during 
the occupation. From the court­
house, signed passes and loy­
alty oaths were extracted from 
any citizen entering or leaving 
town, buying supplies from the 
commissary, or when protection 
was needed by Union troops.

After the war, the grounds of 
the courthouse had deteriorated 
badly due to lack of money and 
upkeep. Many newspaper ar­
ticles of that time spoke of the 
“overgrown courthouse yard.”

One of the more interesting 
stories of the late 1800s con­
cerns that of pet deer kept in 
the courthouse yard. No one to­
day is sure where they came 
from, but for years they were a 
common sight to anyone having 
business downtown. According 
to one old-timer, the deer were 
taken from a bootlegger when 
he was arrested. The sheriff, not 
knowing what else to do with 
them, turned them loose in the 
courthouse yard. When the 
courthouse was torn down, they 
were moved to the McCormick 
estate on Meridian Street.

The original plans had called 
for that courthouse to be remod­
eled, but when work began it 
was found to be in much worse 
shape than anyone had ex­
pected, and had to be torn down. 
The third courthouse was com­
pleted in 1914. Certain items 
were retained, such as the town 
clock, the massive “Doric” col­
umns, the D.A.R. plaque listing 

the names of all the Revolution­
ary soldiers buried in Madison 
County, and the statue of the 
Confederate soldier, which was 
a memorial to the Confederate 
dead.

In 1964, $37,050 was 
awarded to the Barna Wrecking 
Company to demolish the old 

Ik , 'llI GrandMother s House
■ “Gourmet Country Cooking”

Hours -
Lunch: Wed., Thur., Fri., Sun. - 11 a.m. * 2 p.m.

Dinner: Friday - Saturday 5 * 8:30 p.m.
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3980 Old Hwy 43IS
Owens Cross Roads, AL 35763
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Holsters - Knives - Ammo - Reloading Supplies

(third) courthouse. The contents 
of the 1914 cornerstone were 
saved and the twenty massive 
stone columns were salvaged to 
be used elsewhere. The weather 
vane atop the old dome was 
transferred to the First Alabama 
Bank on the west side of the 
square.

1650 Jordan Lane
Huntsville, Al 35816 

(256)830-0761

http://www.grandmothershouse.biz
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Reverend McCoy
by Gerald Nance
I read with much interest your recent story 

about Reverend McCoy. According to my grandfa­
ther, who knew McCoy well, it was widely known 
in the community that he was in fact William 
Quantrell. According to my grandfather, Quantrell 
and many of his men sought safety in North Ala­
bama after the war and assumed new identities. 
Grandfather said that everyone knew who these 
men were but even though there was a bounty on 
their heads, no one would turn them in.

Grandfather said that besides McCoy there was 
another one who was later elected to state office 
from Guntersville and another member of the 
band was supposed to have been a deputy sheriff 
in Huntsville. He also remembered one who be­
came a businessman on the Huntsville square.

As I got older I dismissed many of these sto­
ries as being tall tales. After you published the 
story on McCoy, I sent a copy to my grandson 
who attends Auburn. Several weeks later he sent 
me the following article which he found in the 
Alabama Archives.

BOYD, RUFUS KING, lawyer, Secretary of 
State of Alabama, was born in 1831, in 
Williamson County, Tenn., and died May 10, 1883, 

at Guntersville. Mr. Boyd received little educa­
tion other than that obtained in the common 
schools of his neighborhood, and in 1849, when 
he was eighteen years old, he went to California 
and joined William Walker in his Nicaragua En-

16 years
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terprise. He probably escaped execution with 
Walker by being on a temporary recruiting mission 
in New Orleans, La., at the time of Walker’s cap­
ture. When the War of Secession began, he joined 
Stewart’s cavalry as a private and served until 1863, 
then returned to his home for the first time since 
leaving it in 1849, in order to organize a regiment 
of volunteers for the C.S. Army. Circumstances frus­
trated this attempt, and soon he left home again. 
For several years his family received no tidings of 
him, and of this period of his life nothing definite 
is known, but it is certain that he was a member of 
Quantrell’s band of guerrillas during the remain­
der of the war.

Frank James, the noted outlaw, when in prison 
in Huntsville, so stated, and said that he knew Boyd 
well. Dr. W.C. McCoy, later a Methodist minister in 
the northern Alabama conference, and father of 
Bishop McCoy, was a member of the same band. 
How Mr. Boyd received the knowledge of law that 
he possessed when he came to 
Alabama is unknown.

In December 1865, he lo­
cated at Guntersville and 
formed a law partnership with 
the late Judge Louis Wyeth, un­
der the firm name of Wyeth & 
Boyd. This partnership contin­
ued until Mr. Wyeth went on the 
bench as circuit judge. In 1872, 
Mr. Boyd was elected to the leg­
islature from Marshall County 
and became a leader in that 
body. In 1874 he was nomi­
nated and elected Secretary of 
State on the Democratic ticket 
which redeemed Alabama from 
the carpetbag rule; and was re­
elected for two years in 1876. 
He was an uncompromising 
Democrat,

Reward For False Teeth 
from 1903 newspaper

A five dollar reward will be paid to 
anyone finding my dentures. The initials 
HRW are etched on them. Inquire at this 
newspaper. The dentures were lost at the 

Black Cat last Friday night.
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Snakes In Big Spring
from 1901 newspaper

Another report has been 
received of someone else 
being bitten by the snakes that 
are infesting the city spring. 
It would be believed with all 
the many improvements in 
Huntsville that the city 
leaders would do something 
to rid the spring of such a 
dangerous nuisance.
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Journal of 
a Yankee 
Soldier

From the diary of R. S. 
Dilworth, 2d Lieut, of Co. G,

Huntsville - April 12th, 
1862

We left camp yesterday morn­
ing at 5 a.m. and marched 21 
miles to our present place. At 4 
a.m. of April 11th, the adjutant 
came to me and told me he 
would have to use me today. He 
wanted me with 20 men to go 
ahead of the regt, and see that 
the road was all right so I took 
my squad out and left. And 
Oh!!!! What roads. Mud and wa­
ter, mud and water all the way 
for 10 miles. We put 27 rods of 
fince [fence?] into the road at 
one place, and that is the way it 
was for 10 miles. The roads 
were awful, ‘till within 4 miles 
of town when we struck the pike. 
At 8 a.m. of April 11th we heard 
the sound of heavy artillery, and 
when got to camp (a town) 
learned that they were shelling 
the locomotives to stop them 
from leaving. But one got away 
and thus saved us of a fight.

The Col. came around and 
charged us to be on the alert and 
for each man to have his gun by 
him so that he could catch it in 
a moment, and be out in a line 
for he said we are right between 
the rebel’s forces.

Huntsville - April 13
Rained nearly all night, 

more pleasant this morning, 
rather cool and lowering. Our 
troops came in this morning 
from Chattanooga. They took 3 
locomotives and all the cars on 
the road, and burned the bridge. 
One of Alban’s boys stopped at 
a house and asked for some­

thing to eat, and the fellow told 
him that he had some nice hams 
in his smokehouse and told him 
to come in with him and he 
would give him one and it 
should not cost him anything. 
So the boy went with him. And 
he took out his bayonet and 
stabbed him 6 times but they 
came to his assistance, Alban 
took him and found a hole dug 
in the smokehouse where he in­
tended to bury someone. Our 
pickets were out and found one 
of the 33rd Regt, hanged till he 
was dead, dead, dead!!

Huntsville - April 15
Company G. of the 21st was 

ordered out on picket. We there­
fore shouldered up our rigging 
and marched out 4 1/2 miles 
and stationed our guards upon 
a large plantation owned by an 
old bachelor, and a hard look­
ing old crockling he was. He 

7002 Memorial Parkway N. 
Huntsville, Alabama 35810

Bennett Nurseries
Come enjoy a day with us

Walk through our designed gardens to get 
ideas for your own! Our experienced staff is 

ready to help you.

Life Insurance - Fixed Annuities* 

Long Term Care Insurance

Up to $500,000 Life Insurance
without Medical Exam. Ages 0 - 55

Mack Vann, CLU
Agent, New York Life nsurance Co.

* Issued by New York Life Insurance and Annuity Corp. ( A Delaware Corp.) 
1808 Covewood Dr. Huntsville, Al. 35801 Ph. (256) 533-0082

owned 100 negroes on that plan­
tation and 2 others with 200 
negroes on one of them and 50 
on the other. The negroes 
brought us pies, cornbread, 
eggs, milk etc. But you would 
have laughed to have seen the 
wenches furrowing out the

Old Guns
Wanted

Military or civilian 
Any type of condition - 

Rusty - Damaged wood - 
Missing parts - Cracked stock 

Won’t fire

I collect all kinds
Note: I do not sell guns and purchase 
them soley as a hobby. 

534-0502
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campground. The day and night 
passed away without anything of 
importance. When we returned 
to camp the regt, had moved.

Huntsville - April 16
Col. Norton appointed Pro­

vost Marshall of the town of 
Huntsville. We are the Provo 
guard. The day was spent in rig­
ging up our camp.

Huntsville - April 17
Provo station courthouse 

Huntsville. We of the provo 
guard had a gay old time. I had 
70 men, 4 corporals and one 
sergt. with me. I captured one 
horse, the charger of a secesh 
colonel, a splendid animal he 
is. I also captured a secesh spy 
and searched him and put him 
in the lockup. After the capture 
of the spy, the night passed off 
smoothly and peacefully it ap­
peared as though there were no 
distractions in the bosom of 
our beloved country. I was re­
lieved by Lieut. Bumpous of Co. 
I with 60 men, 3 corporals and 
one sergt. When I came to camp 
I found my regt, moved down 
to the edge of town just back of 
the engine house.

Huntsville - April 18
Capt. Walker of Co. B cap­

tured 9 secesh horses and 6 
saddles. Nothing of importance 
save this has occurred to day.

Huntsville - April 19
J. B. Moore of Co. F died 

yesterday of congestion of the 
brain and will be buried today. 
Reverend Mr. Gaddis of the 2nd 
Ohio Regt, will preach his fu­
neral at 11 a.m. Rained all night 
and is still pouring and rainy 
at intervals. George Brooks, 
J.W. Cummins and William 
Palmer and I.J. Blakeman all 
received their discharge today.

Huntsville - April 23
Up at 1/2 past 4 a.m. The 

morning broke in beautiful and 
clear. Co. H leaves with the pris­
oners for Ohio. Mail left at 4 
a.m. Bought one fish weighing 
3 lbs for (1.25) one dollar &

twenty-five cents. Bought one 
book at Huntsville, a book of 
poems, & payed five dollars for 
it.

Huntsville - April 24
I visited Huntsville today. 

Visited the big spring as it is 
called. From which the whole 
town is supplied with water by 
means of a forced pump or wa­
ter works. The spring is 40 feet 
in diameter and 5 feet deep in 
the center. It runs through un­
der the town and appears at the
western side of the town flow­

SLINKARD WOODCRAFT, LLC
Greg Slinkard

111 Benson Circle
Huntsville, Al 35806

Office (256) 859-4020

Cell (256) 653-1703

Fax (256) 859-9800

email: slin3305@bellsouth.net

Custom Cabinets &
Outdoor Kitchens 
Your outdoor kitchen specialist

Visitwww.outdoorkitchensbyatlantis.com

SPARKMAN MARBLE 
AND GRANITE

HUNTSVILLE’S OLDEST FAMILY OWNED 
MONUMENT COMPANY SINCE 1892 1111 WELLS AVE.HUNTSVILLE AL 35801 256 534 ~ 0971 ______ __ ____ f

ing out of solid rocks, and at least 
it appears so to the observer. The 
town of Huntsville is regularly laid 
out. The courthouse is a very 
handsome one and is surrounded
with a most splend [splendid] 
yard enclosed by an iron fence 
with 4 iron gates opposite the 4 
outside doors. On the north and 
south is a splendid stone pave­
ment leading to the portico, which 
is entered by a flight of stone 
steps. The floors are all stone. In 
the 2nd story and the northwest 
corner of the building is the sher-

mailto:slin3305@bellsouth.net
Visitwww.outdoorkitchensbyatlantis.com
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iffs office, Douglas, a full cousin 
of the little giant. Fronting the 
court house may be seen stores, 
groceries, jewelers, slop shops, 
etc.

From the courthouse I 
passed one square east and then 
2 north and took that street 
which leads to the cemetery. I 
passed on, passing several 
guards until I arrived at the place 
of the dead. What grandeur 
meets the eye in this place. 
Here in one grave rests 2 little 
ones, enclosed with a marble 
tomb with a monument on the 
top of which is panelled with 
glass and the form of 2 children 
sketched from marble laid side 
by side, so innocent, so lovely. 
And on the top of this are two 
little lambs side by side. The 
head of one reposing on the 
other. Oh! What respect is here 
shown to the dead.

Huntsville - April 25
Dull & rainy. The rain com­

menced at 7 a.m. & has rained 
steadily until the present & the 
prospects are favorable for 
more rain. Bought a fly coat 
for the sum of 10 dollars. 9 
p.m. and still raining. General 
Mitchell promoted to Maj. Gen­
eral. Sending and receiving dis­
patches every 1/2 hour. Five men 
from each Co. was sent 33 mi. 
east by rail for wood.

Huntsville - April 26
An attack on our troops be­

low Decatur and 18 men taken 
prisoners. Dark and pouring. 
We have with potatoes for din­
ner a rather rare dinner. 
Chicken from 25 cts to 50 cts a 
piece, potatoes 25 cts for Lunch. 
Ain’t that rather fast living. Noth­
ing of importance occurred 
through the night.

Huntsville - April 27
Sabbath morning sunny and 

beautiful. I attended church at 
Huntsville to day and heard a 
very good sermon from the text 
found Acts 17th Chapter & 23rd 
verse. The preacher’s name is 

Frederick A. Ross, an old man. He 
throws all at us. Oh! What a 
church! The richest I ever saw. 
The names of all their pastors, 
are engraved on a marble slab 
set in the wall to the ministers 
left hand.

Huntsville - May 1
We are quartered in the de­

pot hotel. My quarters is the 
ticket office. No guards today. 21 

V-t ■ be most certain thing about the 
future is its uncertainty.
Sit's net>er too early to be responsible.

Our family (fare Programs 
free families from emotional and 
financial decision-making svben numbed by 
the loss of a loPed one.

LAUGHLIN SERVICE 
Funeral Home & Crematory. Inc.

2320 Bob ^Wallace /h>e. ffSW. 3342471

Biui/iw Gppe'Ltu/ut1|

When your elderly loved one needs assistance 
either temporarily or on an ongoing basis, Home 
Buddies provides the highest quality care for 
seniors, helping to maintain independence.

Care in your own home, in the hospital, and in 
assisted living facilities
Experienced elder care workers 
Transportation to activities, shopping, 
errands, and appointments, helping seniors 
stay active and involved
Household chores and meal preperation 
Convalescent care during recovery from 
surgery or injury 
Day and overnight care 
Companionship
You can own a Home Buddies in your 
region! If you want to be a part of 
"The Caring Connection” and touch 
people's lives, Home Buddies is a 
unique business opportunity for you.

(256) 882-1299 
email:

homebuddies@comcast.net 
www.homebuddies.com

detailed to go to guard the bridge 
near the Tenn. River. Nothing oc­
curred throughout the night.

Huntsville - May 7
More wounded have arrived. 

Calhoun’s house taken for a 
hospital. The most splendidly 
furnished house. We are mov­
ing to Nashville tomorrow.

mailto:homebuddies@comcast.net
http://www.homebuddies.com
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Marital Aids
In the quest to develop more satisfying 
relationships, it is refreshing to find a 

boutique that offers the intimate side of 
romance in an upscale personal 
environment. Open and honest 

professionals offer innovative ideas for the 
discovery of new desires. Adult toys fulfill a 
medical purpose by relieving sexual ten­
sions, they provide an alternative means of 
birth control, they assist with overcoming 

sexual psychological barriers, and aid both 
men and women in achieving climax. Adult 
toys are one of the most successful tools in 

rebuilding marital relations or simply 
discovering new avenues to explore with 

each other Our courteous team of 
professionals is trained to understand each 

persons individual needs and provide 
detailed information regarding the benefits 

of each adult toy offered in our 
extensive collection.

ONE STOP ROMANCE SHOP

Upcoming Events!

Lingerie
The truest expression of a woman’s most 

feminine self is found beneath the delicate 
ace that lays soft upon her shoulder, the silk 
>hat delicately clings to her supple curves, in 
he movement of sheer chiffon and suddenly 
revealed in a smile and the gentle caress of 
her skin close to yours. Styles catering to 

wery woman’s needs, from Leather to Bridal 
sets, every size, style, color, type and 

accessory in between. For a little role play­
ing, choose a sexy costume and matching 

hosiery from our large collection

Gift Baskets
Wine glasses filed with chocolate kisses, 
long tapered candles, a teddy bear and a 

rose are just the beginning of the most 
romantic gift basket ever designed Create 
any theme you want from our collection of 
romance inspiring gifts. Delivery available 

with advance notice

Receive FREE GIFTS from our 
Pleasures Patrol Team at the following Events.

AUGUST 1st: Pink Floyd at Crossroads
AUGUST 8th: Tool Cover at Crossroads

AUGUST 15th: Feature Dancer at Pink Pony

Do you HOOKAH?
This is not paraphernalia, it is a Turkish waterpipe also known as a
Hookah. A fruit based blend with just enough tobacco to hold it 

together, called sheesha”, is placed in the bowl. A screen is placed 
over the sheesha then a hot charcoal is placed on top. Sucking on the 

hose heats the sheesha which turns to steam. This steam passes 
through the ice and water chamber, through the hose and into the 

recipients lungs. It has a tasty and very calming effect Adding addi­
tional herbs such as Nuchi and Salvia produces a “high” 

described as intensely relaxing but lingers only long enough to consume 
a frosty cold beer or a bottle of wine in our very comfortable 

lounge os you sink into our couches and listen to the quiet melodies 
of acoustical music. Try something new, rent a 

hookah or bring your own smoking pleasures. Enjoy a board game, 
free WiFi and televised events nightly. It’s the perfect

3 Great Locations to serve you!
Pleasures 4925 University Dr. Huntsville More Pleasures 4925 University Dr. Huntsville 

Pleasures 1711 Central Pkwy. Decatur
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? Uptown Shopping In Downtown Huntsville

a Open Daily 10-5 Sunday 1-5
Located in the historic three-story, 23,000 square-foot Lombardo 

building andfeaturing over 80 dealers
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Available Now!!!

1992, the centennial year of the University 
of Alabama football program, the Crimson Tide 
won its 12th national championship. Few ma­
jor college football programs can claim as many. 
Through the medium of photography, this book 
tells the story of the greatness of University 
of Alabama football, from its origins as a club 
sport in 1892, through the death of its most 
famous head coach, Paul W. Bryant. Over the 
course of those nine decades, Alabama would 
win 11 of its 12 national championships and 
forever change the face of college football.

Shaver's
Top 10 Books of Local & 

Regional Interest

1. Historic Photos of University of 
Alabama Football: by Joseph “Woody” 
Woodruff $35.00

2. Historic Photos of Huntsville 
by Jacque Gray Reeves $39.95

3. True Tales of Old Madison 
County by Virgil (Pat) Jones $7.95

4. When Spirits Walk: Madison 
County Ghost Stories $16.95

5. Killingsworth Cove on 
Hurricane Creek - BACK IN STOCK! 
$12.95

6. Scenic North Alabama: A 
Travel Guide to Canyons, Caverns, 
Waterfalls and Bridges, Natural and 
Covered $26.95

7. Lily Flagg: Huntsville’s Famous 
Cow by Doris Gilbreath $13.95

8. Lessons from the Skillet (Lick 
Skillet, Alabama) Revised editition by 
Harold Fanning $13.95

9. Shaping Huntsville by Michael 
Ward $30.00

10. Long Ago in Madison County 
(for children) Hardback $13.95, 
Paperback $7.95
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Railroad Station Antiques - (256) 533-6550

Shaver’s Books - (256) 533-7364 Email shaversbks@comcast.net
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