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You'll Have
to Move On

The boys had to quit school
and go to work. At those tender
ages, they became "the men of
the family."

He told me of plowing cotton
when his hands barely reached
the handles of the singletree
plow. Blisters filled tender
palms. The ground was hard,
and the mule cantankerous.
Near the woods at the edges of
fields, the trees snaked roots
into the cotton. The plow tore
through the them and some-
times the broken roots whipped
back and cracked them across
the shins so hard that blood
dripped on their dirty bare feet.
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| ewter's Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.

While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more
employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers

insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the
same location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777



You'll Have
to Move On

By Rick Carter

Five small words altered the
path of a family, and future gen-
erations.

The family was mine. As
years go by, I've come to realize
the meaning, the multiple mean-
ings of those words.

Almost fifty years ago, | was
delivering newspapers with my
father. It was a late Saturday
night / early Sunday morning.
Ahead of us was a truck pulling
a trailer hauling two mules.
Their tails flapped in the breeze.

“Would you look at that," my
father said, "beats anything | ever
saw. | swore when | was nine,
that when | was able to do bet-
ter, I'd never look at another
mule's behind as long as | lived.
Now people haul the crazy things
around to shows. Things sure
have changed. Time was, mules
pulled the wagons - now they
ride in them."

Daddy was nine when his
father died - the same age | was
when he told me the story of his
childhood.

I could not imagine life with-
out my dad.

They lived across the Tennes-
see River, and were sharecrop-

pers on hardscrabble land. Times
{Tpfr11 11
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were hard for some, even before
the Great Depression. The cotton
was Just planted when his daddy
died. After a pauper's funeral, a
widowed mother and four young
children were left to try and
finish the crop by themselves.
They had to if they were going to
eat and have a place to live the
next winter. Daddy was second-
oldest at nine, his older brother,
Carey, was eleven, his two younger
sisters, Eloise and Isol, were ages
five and three.

The boys had to quit school
and go to work. At those tender
ages, they became "the men of
the family."

He told me of plowing cot-
ton when his hands barely
reached the handles of the
singletree plow. Blisters filled
tender palms. The ground was
hard, and the mule cantanker-
ous. Near the woods at the edges
of fields, the trees snaked roots
into the cotton. The plow tore
through them and sometimes the
broken roots whipped back and
cracked them across the shins so
hard that blood dripped on their
dirty bare feet.

At times, the hungry mule
was spooked by snakes and ran
away, ears laid back, braying.
Sometimes a mule runs away
just because he wants to. The
brothers dared not let go of the
plow. The boys hung on for dear
life and were dragged across
fields and into briar patches.
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Briars are one ofthe favorite foods
of ornery mules. The scratched,
bleeding children sat in the bri-
ars and the edges of fields and
cried, but crying did not help. The
mules had to be coaxed back to
work.

On the days their work found
them near the road that they
once walked to school, some of
their former classmates taunted
them mercilessly for being too
poor to go to school. They had
both been good students. Not
having a chance to learn might
have hurt as badly as the kids'
ridicule.

Though the lives of the chil-
dren were cruel, fate was kinder,
at least in the short run. The
weather cooperated, the rains
came at the right times and the
young family's cotton crop
yielded almost more than they
could pick. They picked cotton for
long fall days and into the
moonlit nights. Isol, the youngest,
sleptwhile being dragged through
the fields on her mother's cotton
sack.

They did it. Against all odds,
they managed to harvest their
bumper crop and get it to the
gin. They were proud, and
rightly so.

Fate is notoriously fickle.
When the time came to "settle up,”
the old man who owned the farm
cheated them out of their half, ev-
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ery dime.

We'll call him old man "Smith,"
from this point. I'll not print the
man's name because his family is
prominent locally and need not
suffer embarrassment over an act
they had nothing to do with, com-
mitted by an ancestor.

When the devastated young
widow protested, she was simply
told, 'You'll have to move on."

With the powerlessness only
the poor can feel, they gathered
what little they could carry of
what little they owned and
walked away.

Had it not been for the char-
ity of the churches and people
in the community they moved to,
they'd have starved or frozen that
winter.

Daddy's eyes misted as he
told of mornings when they had
only cold compone for breakfast.
His mother often claimed she
wasn't hungry and the kids had a
few bites more.

Santa forgot to stop by that
year, and some years afterward.

Daddy and Uncle Carey
hired out for public work; they
cut wood, dug ditches, shoveled
barn stalls, whatever they could
find to do for a little money. The
pair of boys were the paid wages
equal that of one man - fifty cents
per day.

At some point during that
hard, bitter winter, Uncle Carey

CRUISES INC.

America's Cruise Specialists -
Millions of people are discovering that cruises are the

best vacation value today ...

shouldn’t you?
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You've trusted Huntsville Hospital all your life for excellence in surgery. Now you can find that same expertise in a more
convenient setting in Huntsville Hospital's new Outpatient Surgery Center in the Governors Medical Tower on Gallatin
Street. With easy in-and-out parking, plenty of space forfamily and even a Grab 'N'Go shack shop, we make your experience

as simple as possible. And isn't it nice to know that you are adjacent to one of Alabama's largest surgical centers?

Visit us online at huntsvillehospital.org to see our facility. The technology and the team that you expect from the region's
leading hospital are now available to serve you in Huntsville Hospital's Outpatient Surgery Center, it's a new way of

taking care ofyou from the hospital that you've trusted for generations.

PT1 HUNTSVILLE
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hatched a fantasy plan with my
dad that, when they both turned
twenty-one, they would come
back and kill Mr. Smith. They
would tell him it was time for
him to move on.

Daddy more or less forgot
about the revenge pact he and
his brother forged a decade be-
fore, but on my father’s twenty-
first birthday, Uncle Carey
showed up with a gun and said,
"Let's go do it."

Mr. Smith's time had come.

Daddy talked him out of it,
convinced Carey that Mr. Smith
wasn't worth life in the peniten-
tiary. They each had wives and
a small child by that time, and
daddy remembered what it was
to be fatherless.

I figured the story ended
there, though | came to see how
the events shaped them.

Daddy was able to move past
his hatred and became a kind,
gentle man with a soft spot in
his heart for the poor, aged and
others unable to help them-
selves.

Uncle Carey turned hard,
and bitter. Being the oldest,
maybe his wound was deeper.

I don't think I'd have ever
learned the rest of this story if
it hadn't occurred to me to ask
daddy a few years later ifhe ever
saw Mr. Smith again.

He said, "Yes, but much later,
just before World War I11. | was
cutting barrel staves for a man
near Arab. On Friday's, | got to
drive the load into town and de-
liver them to the man who bought
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them. The wait to unload the
staves was usually long, and the
man who owned the truck gave
me money to buy lunch. You could
get two hamburgers and a coke
for a quarter at a little place in
downtown Arab, and boy, they
were a treat. | looked forward to
those greasy burgers the entire
week. | believe | could have eaten
six."

"One Friday, | stopped for
lunch and there sat Mr. Smith,
on a bench outside the burger
joint."

| became excited. | just knew
I was about to hear how my dad,
the hero, slapped the greedy old
man silly and told him what was
what. | asked daddy what he
did.

It was an answer I'll never
forget.

“Well, by that time, Mr. Smith
was a broken down old man.
Life hadn't been very kind to
him. He'd lost everything he had
during the depression, and was
forced to live with his daughter,
off the charity of his son-in-law,
who begrudged him every bite
he ate, and every breath he took."

"I gave the old devil one of
my hamburgers. He looked like
he needed it more than | did."”

“Money can’t buy friends, but
it can get you a better class
of enemy.”

Spike Milligan

L. Thomas Ryan, Jr.
Attorney At Law

2319 Market Place, Suite B
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Telephone
(256) 533-1103

Fax
(256) 533-9711

ESTATE PLANNING, LIVING TRUSTS,

WILLS, PROBATE

"No Representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the
quality of legal services performed by other lawyers."

CLOUD NINE

AMTA In-House Massages

Terese Stevens, LMT
Alabama License #992

Swedish
Neuromuscular

Deep Tissue
Phone:256/337-6989

Gift Certificates for All Occasions

Our team approach to rehabilita-
tion means working together to
enhance the quality of life and by re-
shaping abilities and teaching new
skills. We rebuild hope, self-respect
and a desire to achieve one's highest
level of independence.

"Complex Medical Care
‘Short Term Rehabilitation
‘Long Term Care

Our team includes Physicians,
Nurses, Physical Therapist, Occupa-
tional Therapist, Speech Therapist,
Activity Director and Registered
Dietician
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Center Antiques

1214 Meridian Street NE
Tues-Sat 1l -5

536-3117

Antiques, Fine
Furniture,
Books, Artwork
and a large
selection of
Collectibles.

Visit us at
www.lincolncenterantiques.net


http://www.lincolncenterantiques.net

A Killing at
Ryland

by Austin Miller

In the 1920's Ryland had the
name of being a mean place.
This reputation was earned by
several young men known as the
Ryland Gang. They were as
rough as they came and their
reputation was known through-
out Madison County.

In those days Ryland was a
busy place due to it being a busi-
ness and trade center plus a
train depot that attracted many
traveling to Huntsville. Going to
town for country people was
usually an all day affair. Ryland
had a store run by Allen
Roundtree, a cotton gin run by
Willis Sanford, a saw mill
(owner unknown), and a post
office run by Charley Lacy.

There were no roads directly
to Huntsville from Ryland. High-
way 72 had not yet been built
and the closest route by road
was through Chase up by A &
M University and then south on

Meridian Street to the square.
There were very few cars and
most people either rode the train
or walked over a bumpy and
rocky trail across Chapman
Mountain. You could take a two-
horse wagon over the mountain
but itwas a rough ride. The most
used method of travel was the
train.

Droves of people from all
around including Brownsboro,
Maysville and vicinity caught the
train at Ryland in the morning,
spent the day in Huntsville and
came back on the train in the
afternoon. The Ryland Depot
was a favorite hang out for the
gang and their presence was well
known with employees of the
Southern Railroad line. The
Southern tracks were once the
old Memphis and Charleston
Railroad.

Distant travelers getting off
at Ryland were warned by the
conductor of the potential
trouble and cautioned them to
be careful. Another favorite gang
spot was behind the Ryland Gin
where they drank, gambled and
had numerous squabbles and
fights.

Most of the names of these
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Come in and let us tell you
about the new economic
stimulus tax credit available
to you with purchase of one
of our wood stoves or
inserts..... up to $2500.00

2611 University Drive
Huntsville, Al 35816
534-1715 534-8199

“I'm a marvelous
housekeeper. Every time |
leave a man, | keep
his house.”

Zsa Zsa Gabor
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men are unknown to anyone alive
today. The ones | know about are
Dick Kelly, Allen "Bull" Sanford
and Elton Miller. By all accounts
those three were the ring leaders.

Dick Kelly was a descendant
of Russell J. Kelly who once
owned all the land around
Ryland during and after the an-
tebellum period. During much
of the 1800's Ryland was known
as Kelly's Crossing. The old
Kelly plantation house still
stands, located at 565 Ryland
Pike, and now owned by the
Shannon Ford family.

Willis Sanford's family
owned the gin and was very
prominent in the community.
Descendants of both these fami-
lies still live in Ryland.

Elton Miller was my father's
first cousin. His escapades
came to a head when he got into
an argument with a black man
over a crap game. | heard the
man's name many times over the
years but | can't recall it now or
find anybody else that remem-
bers. | am afraid the name is
forever lost to history.

With tempers flaring, Elton
walked about 200 yards from
the Ryland Gin to the Roundtree
Store to get a gun. The black
man aggressively followed with
a rock in his hand to take up
the fight. Elton entered the store
first and the black man fol-
lowed close behind. Elton re-
trieved Allen Roundtree's rifle
and killed the man by shooting
him twice. One or both of the
gunshot wounds were fatal but
Elton angrily bent the rifle bar-
rel over the man's head.

Elton went to trial for the
killing but even before the evi-
dence was heard more than one
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“When | was kidnapped, my
parents snapped into action.
They rented out my room.”

Woody Allen

member of the jury signaled the
family that he had nothing to
worry about. In those days a
white person Killing a black man
with a question of self defense
was not taken very seriously.
This was especially true, if the
black person was not well
thought of in the community.

Elton was acquitted but that
did not end his troubles. He soon
got into more trouble and this
time it looked like he would have
to serve time in the penitentiary.

Because ofthis, Elton's father,
John Wesley Miller, who was my
grandfather's older brother, in-
vited all the extended family to his
house for a get-together. The pur-
pose was to tell them that they
were leaving Ryland for an un-
known destination in the West. My
father remembered this and said
it was a very sad occasion.

The next day Elton and his

Spry Funeral
and Crematory
Homes, Inc.

Family owned and operated
since 1919

(256) 536-6654

We now have the first phase of

Valley View Cemetery
open with 100 acres reserved for
future development.

(256) 534-8361
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Popcorn & Supply
Fun Food Equipment & Supplies

We also carry equipment & supplies for Sno Cones, Shaved Ice, Nachos,
Chips & Cheese, Cotton Candy, Funnel Cakes, Lemonade, Candy Apples,

Hot Dogs, Deep Fryers, and Much, Much More!

Visit our showroom for the largest array of equipment and supplies in

the south.

191 Darwin Road . Huntsville, 35811

Perfect for Little League baseball - football games - basketball
games - concerts - festivals - carnivals. Free delivery!!

Toll Free (877)828-3270 - Local (256) 828-3270 - Fax (256) 828-4393
www.heartofdixiepopcorn.com

InterSouth

propertied

“Leasing and Managing Huntsville's Premier Office Buildings”
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When Life Turns Golden

Accordance Home Care Provides the Silver Lining

“Being able to remain in his home is very important to him.” says Herman'’s daughter Penny Patterson. “Accordance
Home Care makes that possible. He dearly loves his caregiver. Amelia.”

For overa year, Accordance’s Amelia Gibson has nurtured a special relationship with Mr. Libbe that transcends
helping maintain his home and preparing his meals. They have become friends. In fact, when the dapper Mr. Libbe
takes his two walks per day. he carries his cane in one hand and Amelia on the other. Penny says. "We can’t imagine
having anyone else care for him.”

Like many adult children of aging parents, Penny has a busy personal life, which presents challenges in her
ability to offer constant attention to her father. Accordance offers Penny a solution - call it a silver lining - to that
cloudy issue. "My father is not always easy to deal with. ! tried other private home care companies in Huntsville
and Accordance has been by far the best experience. | could not be more pleased with their dependability and
professional service.”

Huntsville: (256) 539-1400
Birmingham: (205) 824-0224

www.accordancehomecare.com accordance
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family slipped out of Ryland in the
middle of the night. My grandfa-
ther never saw his brother or sis-
ter-in-law again. In time, two of
their daughters came back for a
visit and the family learned that
they had settied in California.

In the mid-fifties, a stranger
showed up in Ryland at Mollie
Miller Saxon's front door. At
first she had no idea who the
bald elderly man was and
wouldn't open the door. Then,
all of a sudden, even though she
hadn't seen him in more than
thirty years, she recognized that
it was her cousin Elton. He had
finally come back to Ryland for
a visit. By this time any trouble
he had had with the law in Ala-
bama was long ago forgotten.

He stayed about two weeks
visiting family and any old
friends that were still alive. He
visited my grandfather several
times and they talked a lot
about Uncle John W's life in Cali-
fornia, a topic ofgreat interest to
my grandfather.

Thatwas to be Elton's first and
last trip to Ryland since his de-

parture in the middle ofthe night
many years before.

About twenty years ago,
members of the John Wesley
Miller family attended our an-
nual Miller Reunion on Monte
Sano. We learned that the fam-
ily was scattered throughout the
western states from California
and Alaska.

We also learned that some
of them had made their living
as professional entertainers and
musicians. There is a lot of
musical talent in the Miller fam-
ily but unfortunately all of it

“My wife gave me a
toilet seat for my birthday.
Talk about the gift that
keeps on giving!”

Malcolm Miller
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619 Meridian Street
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skipped my father as well as my
two brothers and me. Charles
McCay, our preacher at Shiloh
church for manyyears, often com-
plained that with all the musical
talent in our family none of the
Millers who attended his church
could sing a lick.

One of the visitors to the re-
union that year was Elton's
daughter and three of his grand-
children. 1 thought it impolite
to ask but | wondered how much
they knew about his youth at
Ryland, the Killing, the trial and
the fact that he and his family
left Ryland for an unknown des-
tination in the middle of the
night to save him from going to
the penitentiary.

News from
1923

- An old gentleman by the
name of Johnson was run over
by his own wagon out on Me-
ridian Pike Thursday afternoon.
It seems from reports that Mr.
Johnson was walking beside his
wagon when an automobile
passed and frightened the team
of mules causing them to take a
dash, knocking the old man
down and the wagon ran over
him. He was considerably
bruised and was picked up by a
passing automobile and brought

to the city hospital where his
wounds were dressed and he
went on home.

- The Cantrell-Lewter Drug
Co. are now giving with each
cash purchase at their drug
store a coupon which entitles
the holder to a chance on five
dollars and a box of Whitney's
candy. The drawing is held ev-
ery Saturday night at 9 o'clock.
The money was drawn by J. M.
Bradford and the candy by
Harry Hammons of the Grand
Theatre last night.

- For Rent - furnished apart-
ment, two rooms. Comfortable
and convenient. Apply 425
South White Street. Telephone
144-W

- A large barn belonging to
W. M. Jordan at Jordan's Park
was totally destroyed by fire yes-
terday together with a large
amount of hay and other food
stuff and two large fine hogs.
The barn was a large and costly
one and the loss is very large.
The fire occurred between 7 and
8 o'clock and the origin is not
known.

- For Rent - Large private
room with private entrance.
Close in and furnished. Only
$2.50 per week.

“The greatest love is a
mother’s, then a dog'’s, then

a sweetheart's.”

Polish Proverb

D. Scott McLain, CCIM
Managing Broker
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Huntsville’s
Train Store

A Model Railroaders Paradise

Now there's another
four-letter word
associated with

moving and storage.

Easy.

PODS is a whole new way
to move and store that's a lot less
stressful and a lot more conve-
nient. With PODS, you can take
your time moving or storing your
belongings. We deliver a POD
right to your door, you pack it at
your own pace and we deliver it
anywhere coast to coast or to our
dry and secure warehouse. It's
that simple.

Consider it moving and stor-
age on your own terms, without
the time-constraints, deadlines or
cursing.

1-888-776-PODS

www.PODS.com
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A Ball of
Fire

Huntsville - February, 1895
A vivid ball of fire, three times
as large as the sun and equally
as brilliant, shot through the
heavens last night, at 11:05
o'clock.

The brilliant ball turned the
city as bright as noonday and
made many declare that its pas-
sage was attended by a rumbling
noise and a slight shock, as of
an earthquake.

Everyone who was awake at
that hour saw the swift-moving
meteor. It was of marvelous bril-
liance and passed close to the
earth seeming to almost touch
the housetops.

It was seen by every police-
men on duty in the city and, in
a few minutes after its flight,
they were making sensational
reports of it to the police station.

At the office it was seen by ev-
ery one in the building. There was
a vivid flash as of a powerful
stroke of lightning. The whole
earth was brilliantly lighted and

“Only an Irishman will step
over the bodies of a dozen
naked ladies to get to the
bottle of Stout.”

Unknown

the heavens were ablaze with
splendor.

The meteor came out of the
northwest and travelled toward
the southeast. It shed a swath
of light that extended in every
direction as far as the eye could
see and for several seconds the
city was lighted as brightly as
at the hour of noon.

The first impression was
that it was a vivid flash of light-
ning, but a glance into the heav-
ens dispelled that idea. The light
was caused by a huge ball that
seemed to have stolen the blind-
ing light of the sun. The ball had
disappeared before anyone
could get an idea of its size or
nature.

In three minutes after the
passing of the great light the tele-
phone began to ring and inquir-
ies commenced to pour in from
all over the city, who had seen
the ball of fire. All gave the same
account of it, saying that it
looked like the sun out on a
midnight tear.

It was at first thought to be

Free Attorney Consultation for Bankruptcy

The Law Firm of

MITCHELL HOWIE

Legal Services - Probate - Estate Planning - Wills
533-2400

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal

services performed by other lawyers.
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"Sizzling Fajitas Are Our Specialty"

Sg£b*""All You Care To Eat" Every Wednesday 5PM -

9PM

Special Lunch Buffet Mon - Fri 11AM to 2PM
/ Lunch Specials Saturday & Sunday
Open 7 Pays A Week

' 131 COMPLETE TAKE OUT MENU
BANQUET FACILITIES

w*J*

2008 MEMORIAL PKWY SW

>



Pork Sandwich
Chicken Sandwich
Turkey Sandwich
Rib Sandwich
Pork Plate

1/2 Chicken Plate
Ribs (Slab)

Ribs (1/2 Slab)
Whole Chicken
Whole Shoulders
French Fries
Potato Salad
Pies

Baked Beans
Sreen Beans
Hushpuppies
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It’'s Cooked In The Pit"
828-8777 828-8778

Bill <¢ Rosemary Leatherwood, owners

Ask For Our Special
Kid's Menul!

There’s nothing better than barbeque!!
Order BBQ, Savory Ribs and all the fixin’s.

Specialty Items

Salads

Hot bogs

Hamburgers

Slaw bogs

Chili bogs

Cheeseburgers

Plate binners

Chicken Fingers

Rib Plates

1,2 A 3 Ib. Pork Specials
and much more!!l

Give your wife a break from the kitchen
tonight! Order OLE DAD'S BAR-B-Q.

We Sell BAR-B-Q by The Pound!
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a local brilliant, but this was dis-
proved before five minutes had
passed. At the train dispatcher's
office, three minutes after the
meteor passed, the telegraph op-
erators all along the line of the
East Tennessee and Georgia Pa-
cific began to send in reports of
the night light.

The same sight was witnessed
in Decatur, the meteor passing
over that place, going in a south-
easterly direction, at 12:15,
making the town as light as day.

The night watchmen claimed
the ball of fire was so near the
earth that it melted the snow on
the roofs of store buildings, that
the water poured off the roof of
the post office block in streams
into the alley.

Jack Creecy, the night opera-
tor at the depot, it is said, was
so terrified that he hastily ex-
tinguished the lights, seized his
revolver, and jumping into the
middle of the room, made ready
to defend himself against what
he supposed must be a gang of
robbers with ball and shot be-
fore he realized his mistake.

AN Innocent
INncest

from 1873 newspaper

There is now in the State
Penitentiary an aged couple who
are serving out a term for the
crime of incest, they being
brother and sister.

The story is this: At the age
of twelve years, the male left his
father's house in Morgan County
to seek his fortune and no more
to return. He, in time, grew to
manhood and married, raised a
family of children, and in time his
wife died.

His sister grew to woman-

hood and was married. Her hus-
band died, and in time she re-
ceived an offer of marriage from
a man who was a widower. She
accepted the offer and they were
married with neither of them sus-
pecting a kinship. Her husband
was wealthy, and after a time one
of his sons wished to have the fa-
ther give him some property, but
the father refused to accede to his
demands.

The son, one day, while look-
ing over the family record of the
stepmother, which had been laid
aside and forgotten, discovered
that there was a kinship between
the families, and further inves-
tigation proved that his father
and stepmother were very own
brother and sister.

To avenge himself for his
father's refusal to give him the
bulk of his property, he brought
suit against them both for in-
cest. They were tried and con-
victed and sent to the peniten-
tiary for one year. They are both
over sixty years of age, and as
innocent of intent to commit
crime as the new born babe.

The son has meanwhile
taken possession ofthe property.

“By the time a woman
realizes that her mother was
right, she has a daughter who

thinks she’s wrong.”

Patsy Jackman, Athens

“Marriage is a great
institution, but I’'m not
ready for an institution.”

Mae West

West Station
Antiques

Come visit us in
Owens Cross Roads at the
Historic Hornbuckle Garage

on old Hwy 431.

Phone (256) 725-BOOK (2665)

Books - Paper Items
Postcards - Linens - Quilts
Pottery - China - Glassware

Sterling Silver - Jewelry
Furniture

Visit us at our website:
www.gibsonbooks.com

3037 Old Highway 431
Owens Cross Roads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

New Hours-. Thurs - Sat 10 -5
Sun-1-5

Center for Hearing, LLC

7531 S. Memorial Parkway Suite C

Huntsville, Al 35802

Phone (256) 489-7700

 Free Hearing Tests and Consultations

e Zero down financing with low payments

« Competitive pricing

« Service and repair of all brands and makes of aids
* Hearing aid batteries

e Appointments - Monday thru Friday from (8:00 am

Maurice Gant, BC-HIS
Board Certified Hearing
Instrument Specialist

until 5:00 pm) and Saturday upon request

00508041


http://www.gibsonbooks.com

Ladies of
the Night

by Judy Wills

The theme of the wicked lady
with the heart of gold runs
through our literature from the
Biblical Rahab, the Harlot, an
ancestor of Jesus, to that friend
of Rhett Butler's, Belle Watley,
in Gone With The Wind.

Huntsville has its own ver-
sion, but it was fact, not fiction.
Huntsville Hospital owes its ex-
istence to the generosity of the
town's most colorful madam,
Mollie Teal.

She bequeathed her house,
the most popular bordello in
town, first to a friend, and then
upon the friend's death to the
city of Huntsville. It became the
City Infirmary and operated un-
til 1926 as a hospital. It was
one of the most modern hospi-
tals in North Alabama, even hav-
ing its own School of Nursing.
It remained in operation until

Huntsville Hospital opened.

Mollie became quite well off
financially as a result of her
"business." She bought the
house at the corner of St. Clair
and Gallatin for a mere $300
and a few years later was able
to mortgage it for $ 1,900, a debt
she soon repaid. It was an ex-
travagant, well run house where
a shot of whiskey could be had
for 25 cents and the favors of
an attentive lass would cost you
$5 for the night.

Part of the public's confi-
dence in Mollie's probably was
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the fact that her girls had regu-
lar health inspections.

Miss Bessie Russell, for
whom the branch library is
named, was the widow of the
physician who was charged with
health inspections at Mollie's
place.

Mrs. Russell remembered
her mother talking about Mollie,

“Most of the people you see in
lingerie stores, you wouldn’t
want to see in lingerie.”

Maxine

RENTforthe ELDERLY, DISABLED and/or

HANDICAPPED basedon INCOME
(Section 8)

First Seventh-Day Adventist Towers

*Stove *Refrigerator *Carpet *Drapes * Smoke Detectors
*Emergency call system *HVAC *Laundry *Utilities Included

3409 Verona Avenue
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

(256) 852-5402

Monday - Friday

W Stil

Attorney

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury
* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not AJob - Its Our Mission”

920 Merchants Walk
Suite B
Huntsville, Al

(256) 534-4502 Office
(256) 534-4503 Fax
(256) 233-3328 (Athens)

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.



Old Huntsville Page 16

saying "she was the most attrac-
tive person you ever saw." She
always carried a parasol and
when she took her afternoon
ride in her long black carriage
with the two black horses, she
was considered, by most people,
to be an extremely glamourous
lady.

Mollie was an acute business
woman who knew the value of
publicity. One year, during the
4th of July parade, she dressed
her ladies in their finest garb
and joined the parade, to the
delight of many onlookers. She
was not on the official parade
schedule, but as an observer
later commented, "She did add
interest."

Mollie's ghost was said by
many to have haunted the hos-
pital for years after her death.
There was a screen door that
had a habit of slamming and
hooking itself shut. The long
time employees joked that it was
Mollie checking on the custom-

Woodg
find™rson
Ford

On thg cornyr of
Jordan Lang &
Sparkman ©rivg

256-539-9441

vTWvA. 'rfoodyand”~rsonford.eom

| T —T

ers.

Another legend concerns her
grave in Maple Hill Cemetery.
Ever since her death almost a
century ago, fresh flowers have
been periodically placed on her
grave. No one knows who is
doing it.

While Mollie Teal is the
most colorful and best known
of Huntsville's "Fancy Ladies,"
she was certainly not the only
one. Minnie Maples' establish-
ment, though smaller than
Mollie's, was equally well
known around the turn of the
century. She and her employees
advertised their wares by dress-
ing up and promenading on the
city's sidewalks. Heavily made

“We could certainly slow the
aging process down if it had to
work its way through
Congress.”

Will Rogers

mmmmcmMEMN/A\/Z1

R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC.

Yes, our trucks come
with a rearview mirror.

No, we haven't used
it in 30 years.



up, wearing big flowery hats and exquisite cloth-
ing, they attracted much attention on their daily
excursions.

May Wells, June Martin, Jewel Earl, and
"Gashouse Carrie" were other prominent Hunts-
ville madams, but in the 1920s and 30s the
best known was Hazel Battle. Her house was
located near the present day site ofthe Von Braun
Civic Center, and though illegal, had the reputa-
tion ofbeing a well regulated house. The only dis-
turbances were an occasional police raid when
some of the girls would be jailed long enough to
get their health checkups.

Many of Huntsville's outstanding citizens were
regular patrons ofthe houses, as evidenced by an
incident that happened in the late 1800s. One of
the bordellos caught fire and the fire department
quickly showed up and extinguished the blaze,
which proved to be minor.

Needless to say, the girls were so impressed
by the brave, courageous firemen that they in-
vited them to stay for a while and "relax."

And needless to say, when word spread
among the volunteer fire department of the
madam's offer, other firemen, even from out in
the county, begin showing up, "to make sure
the fire is out.”

Unfortunately, the Huntsville Police Depart-
ment chose this exact time to stage one of their
raids. The firemen were promptly arrested and
thrown in the calaboose. Furious, the volun-
teer firemen resigned, leaving Huntsville with-
out fire protection until the matter was straight-
ened out.

Some of the prostitutes married well. Miss
Bessie Russell remembered that
her husband was astonished at
the number of young men who
married women right out of the
houses.

Though "polite society" never
mentions the fact, there are still
several elderly matriarchs in
Huntsville today who got their
start in a much more colorful
place than the Huntsville
Country Club.

“You know you’re getting
older when your doctor
doesn'’t give you Xrays
anymore, but just holds

you up to the light.”

Sam Keith, Huntsville
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“A girl phoned me the other day and said,
‘Come on over, no one’'s home.” | went over.
Nobody was home.”

Rodney Dangerfield

Alpha EstatesSalesé Appraisais

Personal Property Collectible & Antique Estate Auction

We will help you sell all of your estate, including fine art,
furniture, jewelry, china, porcelain and more

Experience, Professionalism
and Excellence to each of our
customers

Bob Baker, H.S.C.A.,

Owner

Gary Lee Knight,

Sales Manager

Visit our website for
upcoming sales

www.alphaestatesales.corr


http://www.alphaestatesales.corr

Old Huntsville Page 18

Heard On
the Street

by Cathey Carney

Donna Gurley of Owens Cross
Roads is the winner of the Photo of
the Month for August. The beautiful
girl in the photo was Erin Dacy, and |
promise you we will never run her
photo again - we had calls each day
that started at 5am and continued
through midnight - who were calling
to guess the photo! Erin works at
Channel 31 and is a hugely popular
anchor there. Congratulations, Donna!

John Bzdell was visiting his doc-
tor recently (Dr. Kaufman) when he
saw a good friend of his. Michelle
Berres Nelson from Davis Hills and
Lee High was there too and they were
able to catch up with the news.
Michelle’s husband, Bruce Nelson,
has worked at PPG for 36 years!

We want to wish Darryl Goldman
and his wife Linda a happy 40th wed-
ding anniversary that was celebrated
in mid August! Darryl is the interim
pastor at the historic First Presbyte-
rian Church on Gates Avenue.
Congratulations to you love birds!

Many people remember Cecil
Tipton. Cecil had a September birth-
day and was 87 when he died nearly
2 years ago. Cecil was the Madison
County Health Department officer for

many years. His daughter
Debbie Maples and her Mom
Gladys Fanning loved Cecil
so much and will never for-
get him.

A special hello to our dear
friend Robert Martin, who
lives at Valley View Health &
Rehab, in Madison. He’'s so
proud of his son Randy Mar-
tin, who retired from the
Army as full bird Colonel.

Steve Cappaert, of
Averbuch Realty, and his gor-
geous wife Kim are proud
grandparents again of an-
other sweet baby boy! Max
Caden Sylvester was bom on
July 2, and his proud parents
are Michael Sylvester (ofMS
Masonry) and wife Lindsay.

That fabulous musician
Malcolm Miller celebrated
his 82nd birthday on Aug. 10.

Don’t let time slip away.

Herbs - Vitamins - Massage
Reflexology - Natural Foods

Master Herbalist - Auricular Therapy

Magnetic Therapies
Electrodermal Testing
Children’s Products

7540-P South Memorial Pkwy (256) 883-4127

Rosies Shopping Center
Huntsville, Alabama

Open Mon - Sat
info@ruthsnutition.com

We send our congratulations to
Malcolm and his lovingwife Lois.
Happy birthday to the most
beautiful Mom a girl can have.
Annelie Owens was born in
Berlin where she studied to be a
medical doctor, met her hand-
some Army husband-to-be and
traveled to the U.S. to make a life
here. Her birthdaywas celebrated
with family at her favorite German
restaurant, Cafe Berlin!

Ifyou’'re a dog lover you've got
to put September 12 on your cal-
endar. That's when Huntsville
Obedience Training Club is spon-
soring it's Dog Fair from 9am -
3pm at Monte Sano State park.
Lots of fun canine activities!

While eating at Lee Ann’s Res-
taurant & Bar recently, we caught
up with Joe Walker. Joe is one of
the sweetest guys | know and |
love his light blue eyes! Joe and
his brother Jeff Walker stay re-
ally busy with their company,
Southern Sealing and Striping.

A couple of very important
birthdays were close together -
Jane Tippett celebrated hers on
August 29, while Judy Smith

The first person to correctly
identify the youngster below wins a
1-year complimentary subscription
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502
Hint: This little boy is the
expert on plants & gardening.


mailto:info@ruthsnutition.com

had hers on Aug. 30th. Happy
birthday to two beautiful ladies!

We were so very sad to hear
of the death of Margaret
Ashburn. She was 86 when she
died, leaving husband Cecil
Ashburn. She loved her family
dearly. In addition to Cecil, she
leaves daughters Jenny Ashburn
and Judy Nayman, as well as
countless friends who loved her.
We send our deepest condolences
to Cecil and his family.

On September 29 Virginia
Mae Esslinger turns 100 years
old! What a happy birthday that
one will be! Virginia lives in the
same house she was born in 100
years ago, and her daughters
Betty Esslinger and Mary
Thomas take good care of her.
Virginia is a New Market native
and retired school teacher. She
taught at Riverton, then Plevna,
and finally at New Market school.
Congratulations to you, Virginia!

Happy 10th birthday to a
pretty young girl - Rachel Sisk
had an August birthday party
given by her parents, Glenn and
Jodi Sisk. Rachel is home-
schooled and isjust a sweetheart.

A beautiful young lady who
works for Amedisys Home Health
Care is Tiffany Day. Tiffany
works there as a Physical Thera-
pist Assistant and does an out-
standingjob with her clients. We
met her recently and her clients
think the world of her!

The Huntsville Beautifica-
tion Board was first created in
1965 and works really hard each
year to identify and rate business
properties in regards to appear-
ance. The 35th Annual Awards
program was held recently at the
Wynn drive location of Redstone
Federal Credit union. Joy Parker
is the Beautification Board Presi-
dent and Peg Heeschen is the
Board Vice President. These la-
dies have worked in overdrive,
along with Huntsville’s Green
Team, to judge and select worthy
properties that received the
awards.

Mayor Tommy Battle made
the presentations to the hundreds
of property owners. We were re-
ally proud of Louie & Jane
Tippett's Historic Lowry House,
which has won the award two
years in a row. Congratulations
to all the winning companies for
keeping our city so beautiful!

Trade Day this year is going
to be held on Sep. 12 from 8-5, a
Saturday. Because of the side-
walk construction around the
square, the event had to be moved
a couple ofblocks South to Con-
stitution hall Village on Gates Ave..
It is always fun and there are so
many interesting items to look at,
entertainment, food, etc. just like
in the old days!

Shirley Bush, of Colonial
Bank, is retiringon Sep. 18! She
has done a greatjob in her posi-
tion and is always one ofthe first
smiling faces you see when you
go to the main branch on Church
Street. Shirley is retiring after 31
years, 4 months and 18 days - but
who’s counting?? We are very
proud ofyou, Shirley!

Lewis Mills lives in Decatur
now. He moved in 1955 to Hunts-
ville from Texas, and owned the
Buckskin Western store on North
Parkway and Blue Springs Rd.
Lewis loves history and reading
about all the events that hap-
pened in this area over the years.

Sam and Glenda Huffstetler

Louie Tippett, Owned & Operated

Old Huntsville Page 19

are proud oftheir beautiful grand-
daughter, Morgan Rae Carter.
Morgan married Chris Scottin a
moving ceremony at Holmes
Street United Methodist Church.
Have a safe & fun Labor Day,
and be sure to support our local,
home-owned companies!

Discount Designer Shoes

Prada

St. John

Miu Miu
Ferragamo
Gucci

Chanel
Valentino

Cole Haan
Stuart Weitzman

Fendi
... And Many Morel

Five Points - Wellman Ave.
(256) 489-7837

UNITED

FIRE & WATER
DAMAGE

RESTORATION

209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville |
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Local

Lemonade

3/4 C. sugar

1/2 c. boiling water

2-31. grated lemon rind
1 1/2 c. fresh lemon juice
10 c. cold water

Lemon slices

Fresh mint sprigs

Combine sugar and boiling
water, stirring til sugar dissolves.
Add lemon rind, lemon juice
and cold water; mix well. Chill.
Serve over ice Garnish with
lemon slices and mint sprigs.
(You can substitute equal
amounts oflime rind & juice for
the lemon)

by Jodi Sisk

3 c. flour, sifted
1/2 c. sugar
11. salt

EVERY
MONDAY
IS FAMILY
NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner.
Featuring a full menu and the best
country breakfast in town!

Cooks

61. baking powder

1 1/2 c. milk

1 egg

1 c. chopped pecans

3 T. melted butter

Mix all ingredients together

and beat lightly. Pour into a
greased loaf pan and bake 1 hour
at 350-375 degrees. Cool on rack
for 10-15 minutes before turning
out of pan.

by Nancy Holliman

Stephanie s Savory Dill
Potato Salad

3 Ibs. new red potatoes, with
skin

1 c. mayonnaise

1/2 c. mustard

21 dill weed

salt & pepper to taste

5 green onions chopped

1 large white onion, chopped

6 0z. cooked bacon, crumbled

1/4 c. chopped celery

SINC

Favorites

Boil potatoes in plenty of
water til knife goes in easily - don't
overcook. Take offheat, drain off
water and allow to cool. Cube with
skin on. Place in fridge for at least
an hour. In a small bowl mix the
mayonnaise, mustard, dill weed
and salt/pepper. Add this mixture
to the potatoes when they are
cooled and stir well. Mix in the
onions, bacon and celery. Put
back in fridge for 3 hours.

by Stephanie Troup

Zellak s Caramel Copn

6 qts. popped corn

1 1/2 c. pecan halves

1 1/2 c. packed brown sugar

3/4 c. butter

3/4 c. light corn syrup

1 1/2 c. raw peanuts

1/2 t. baking soda

11. vanilla extract

Coat a large roasting pan

with cooking spray. Combine

Every Monday night Kids eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from

our new kid’s menu with each paid adult

entree. Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast

8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841

Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast



popcorn and pecans in the pan
and set aside. Combine sugar,
butter, corn syrup and peanuts in
a large saucepan. Bring to a boil
and continue boiling for 5 min-
utes. Remove from heat and stir
in vanilla and baking soda.

Pour syrup mixture evenly over
the popcorn mix and stir with a
lightly greased long-handled
spoon til popcorn is well coated.
Bake at 250 degrees for an hour,
stirring every 20 minutes. Remove
from the oven and immediately
pour onto waxed paper, breaking
it apart as it cools. Store in an air-
tight container.

by Zellah Heath

Chuck s Irish Soda
Bread

1/4 c. sugar

1 T. baking powder

11. salt

11. baking soda

4c. + 1/2 t. plain flour

6 T. cold butter

1 c. golden raisins

1 1/2 c. buttermilk

Preheat oven to 350 degrees,
grease a large cookie sheet. In a
bowl combine first 5 ingredients,
reserving 1/2 teaspoon of the
flour. With a pastry blender or 2
knives cut in the butter til the mix-
ture resembles coarse crumbs.
Stir in raisins, then buttermilk,

until just moistened evenly. Gen-
tly knead the dough a few times
til it forms a ball - don’t overmix
or it'll be tough.

Place dough on cookie sheet
and shape into a 7-inch round loaf
- dough won’t be smooth.
Sprinkle remaining flour over the
top of the loaf and with a sharp
knife cut a 4-inch long cross on
the top of the bread. Bake for 1
hour and a broom straw comes
out clean from the center. Cool on
wire rack.

by Chuck Owens

Barb s Hot Shrimp Dip

1 large onion, chopped

3 cloves garlic, crushed

3 mild banana peppers,
chopped

3 jalapeno peppers, chopped

2 tomatoes, chopped

2 8-0z. pkgs, cream cheese

172 Ib. cooked shrimp,
chopped small

Salt & pepper to taste

In a large crock pot put the
vegetables at the bottom. Add
cubed cheese and slowly heat til
melted, mixwell. Let simmer for
a few minutes, then add the
shrimp at the last minute.

Stir well and serve with hot
crispy tortilla chips. Use less
jalapeno ifyou don’'t want it too
spicy.

by Barb Eyestone
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Workshops starting in September

for all Ages
THE
PAMA
AGENCY 536-5200

Professional Academy of
Modeling & Acting

Website-, pamaagency.com
708 AndrewJackson Way - Huntsville, Al 35801

polo75

I Restaurant With
The Trains!

975-E Airport Road

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Sat. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm
Closed Sundays


pamaagency.com
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The
Photographer

They say pictures don’t lie. Lewis Hine, the
crusading social photographer of the early 20th
century, built his career on this assumption.
Around the nation and in Huntsville he took pic-
tures of children working in the fields, mines, and
factories of a nation caught in the gears of indus-
trialization. These children look at you from the
depths of time as if to say, ‘| was here, remember
me.’ In black and white, in tattered clothes, in a
childhood cut short by work in the Huntsville cot-
ton mills, they lived lives now forgotten. At the
dawn of the twentieth century Lewis Hine waged
his crusade to take children out of the workplace
and give them a childhood. In the end, he failed.
But it was a glorious failure.

Lewis Hine was born in 1874 to Douglas Hull
and Sara Hayes Hine of Oshkosh Wisconsin. He
grew up in the relative privilege of a white middle
class upbringing. His parents owned a small res-
taurant in downtown Oshkosh and Lewis attended
school, graduating in 1892.

In 1892, Lewis' father died and the family fell
upon hard times. Lewis took a job in a local up-
holstery factory for four dollars a week. The 13-
hour days and six-day weeks gave him a taste of
how the other half lived. He later said, “For seven
years | lived behind the scenes in the life of the
worker, gaining an understanding that increased
through the years.” After the upholstery factory
closed he took a variety of Jobs around the
Oshkosh area. He also began studying sculpture
and drawing at this time, taking correspondence
courses and attending the normal school (a school

Inspections performed
according to ASHI Standards
Johnny Frazier, Inspector
Al License #HI-1047

Cell (256) 603-8430
Home (256) 534-0277 »

— eNnN—

It's European!

964 Airport Road « 880 9920

“l wish | could quit my job!”

“l wish | had more time

to spend with my kids.” “/ need more fun

in my life!”
“I' wish | had an extra $200 a month.”

“My boss is driving me crazy!”

"It's getting harder & harderto make ends meet’

"I would love to work from home!"

ARBONNE

INTERNATIONAL

Independent Consultant

PURE SWISS SKIN CARE
FORMULATED IN SWITZERLAND « MADE IN THE USA
COLOR | NUTRITION | AROMATHERAPT

mophlllips.myarbonne.com -


mophllllps.myarbonne.com

set up to train future school teachers) in
Oshkosh.

The ideas of art, especially those of the com-
position and arrangement of his subjects, would
have a great effect on his photography. Hine used
a five-by- seven box camera with a bulb-operated
shutter and a magnesium flash. Unlike modern
photographers with faster, lighter cameras, which
can be used to capture a subject in motion, Hine
had to set up his camera and pose his subjects.
Photographers compose so as to have a specific
effect on a viewer. At the time the rules of photo-
graphic composition said a subject should look
away from the camera to give the illusion ofbeing
caught unawares. In contrast Hine had his subject
look directly into the camera. This gave the viewer
intimacy with and sympathy for the subject.

In 1900 Hine enrolled in the University of Chi-
cago, although he only stayed there ayear. In 1901
he followed his friend and mentor Frank A. Manny
to New York when Manny was appointed superin-
tendent of the Ethical Cultural School in New York.
Hine took a position teaching at the school. There
he began developing his love for photography.

At first he took pictures ofthe school clubs but,
on a school field trip to Ellis Is-
land, he saw the immigrants. At
the beginning ofthe twentieth cen-
tury immigrants, mostly from
Eastern Europe, flooded the
shores of America. Often seen as
dirty, uneducated vermin who
brought with them huge social
problems America did not need,
many in America looked down on
them. Hine saw something in
them most, including his stu-
dents, did not.

Using his camera he returned
again and again to capture por-
traits of a people teeming to
America’s shores to breathe the
air offreedom. Going up to people
who often did not speak English
he communicated his desire to
take their picture.

In the crowded conditions of
Ellis Island he would set up his
tripod and camera. Without a com-
mon language he would commu-

“The best cure for insomnia
is to get a lot of sleep.”

Sen. S. |. Hayakawa

Dine-in or Carry-out!
Yes! We Cater!!!
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FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

MAIN OFFICE
2401 Triana Boulevard
Huntsville, Alabama 35805

BRANCH OFFICE
200 West Side Square, Suite 48
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

OFFICE HOURS:
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nicate the pose he wanted them
to hold. Using hand ignited mag-
nesium flash powder he would
take the portrait ofthe immigrant
and, in the ensuing smoke and
confusion, disappear into the
crowd. Again and again in these
pictures one sees what would
later become a major theme of
Hine’s work: The inherit dignity
of his subjects. Again and again
the nameless people who look out
from their portraits are shown not
as sub-humans coming to
America to commit crimes and
live off the dole, but as people
whose only crime is wanting
freedom and opportunity. Their
crime was hope.

In 1907, with a growing fam-
ily to support, Hine began work-
ing for the National Child La-
bor Committee. Over the next
ten years he logged hundreds of
thousands of miles crisscross-
ing the nation, photographing
children working in the indus-
tries of America. Much of his
work was done in Huntsville
where he captured the images of
the young children working in
the mills.

At Dallas, Lowe, Merrimack,
and Lincoln he saw children go-
ing in and out of the mills. Many
of them were underage, some as
young as seven, their parents hav-
ing lied on the affidavits they were
required to sign attesting to the
age of the child. Often the family
needed the money and, not hav-
ing any education themselves,
they did not want their children
“wasting” their time going to

C. T. Garvin Seed & Feed, LLC
Lawn & Garden Supplies

school.

In the Huntsville cotton mills
children were often hired as
‘doffers’, ‘spinners’, and ‘sweep-
ers’. Doffers went around the
mill replacing the whirling bob-
bins as they filled with thread.
Spinners kept an eye on the
bobbins and when a thread
broke they tied the ends together.
Sweepers kept the floors clean so
the other workers could do their

jobs more efficiently. The mill
owners valued the small workers
whose deft fingers meant they
could do the work quickly and
thus maximize the money the mill
owners spent. And, because they
were children, the owners did not
have to pay them as much as an
adult.

At the time machinery often
lacked even basic safety features.
Moving parts were often exposed

J. D. Farms

Located in the Madison County

Farmers Market

Fresh, LocalProduce is delicious
goodforyou! Vegetables, fruits, greens,
tomatoes - allatgreatprices!

Hours: Mon-Sat 8-6, Sun 8-4

Brookshire Health Care
Skilled Nursing Facility

Y —

4320 Judith Lane
Huntsville AL 35805

(256) 837-1730
Fax (256) 430-3287

Committed to Compassion
Strivingfor Excellence
Serving Responsibly

Our Team Includes:

Physicians, Nurses, Physical Therapist,
Occupational Therapist, Social Worker, Speech Therapist,
Activities Director and Registered Dietician.

Short term rehabilitation, long term care, & complex medical care:
Whether the need is for short term rehabilitation,
or whether you would like to make Brookshire Health Care Center
a home for you or your loved one,
we look forward to hearing from you.



and it was easy to get a limb caught and
mangled. Once while Hine was at a factory
he reported, “A twelve-year old doffer boy fell
into a spinning machine and the unprotected
gearing tore out two of his fingers. ‘We don’t
have any accidents in this mill,’ the overseer
told me. ‘Once in a while a finger is mashed
or afoot, but it don’'t amount to anything.”

At first Hine managed to gain access to
the mills themselves, taking pictures of chil-
dren so small they had to stand on the spin-
ning machines to do their work. He would
tell the supervisors he wanted to photograph
the mills themselves. Fumbling around with
the camera and equipment he would delib-
erately waste time until the supervisor would
grow bored and wander off. Hine then set
about on his real task of photographing the
children. Later the pictures would end up in
newspapers and in displays the National
Child Labor Committee set up around the
country to raise awareness of child labor.
When the mill owners caught on they barred
him from the mills and instructed the super-
visors to run him offwhen they caught him
around. Hine then began hanging around out-
side the mills, taking pictures ofthe children
coming and going to work.

The cotton mills began to put pressure
on Hine, hoping to run him out oftown. Other
Huntsville businesses, beholden to the cot-

AVERBUCH

Realty Co., Inc.
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Steve Cappaert Huntsville, Alabama 35802-2297
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Behind the Red Caboose on Church Street
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Private Conference Room
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Chicken Philly
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Jalapeno Poppers
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Corn Nuggets
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Sauteed Shrimp

Fried Green Tomatoes
Fried Okra

Bourbon Glazed Salmon
Loaded Potato Skins
Fried Pickles

) We Fry AII Of Our Food In Canola Oil )
Live music on the "Depot Patio"


knology.net
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ton mills, refused to sell anything
to him. He was refused admittance
to businesses and had to order his
film from out of town. At one
point he was forced to sleep in his
car when a local hotel refused to
rent him a room.

But taking pictures was only
halfthe battle. It still remained to
convince the nation that these in-
visible children who made the
conveniences that they brought
were people. Hine had to give his
vision to others. On breaks from
his schedule ofshooting at the fac-
tories he would go around the na-
tion lecturing about what
he saw in the factories,
mines, and streets ofthe
nation where children la-
bored.

He told of the brutal
13-hour days of back-
breaking labor to groups
of affluent, middle class
whites. He told how chil-
dren, too young to pro-
test, were enslaved by
corporate greed. In one
instance he came to
Huntsville on his lecture
tour, he had to change
the captions on some of
the pictures to avoid be-
ing run out of town.

The wealthy cotton
mill owners began a
campaign to discredit
Hine and his photo-
graphs. Powerful lobby-
ists in Washington la-
beled him a Communist
and assertions were
made that his photo-
graphswere staged. One
lobbyist went so far as
to say that the children
portrayed in the pictures
were actually dwarfs.

Despite the criticism
leveled at him Hine re-

in the year 1908 over
95% of all births took
place at home.

Who knows the area better than a

life long resident of Huntsville?
Call for a comparative market
analysis consultation today or email
janemc@kw.com

KELLER
Jane McEI roy WILLIAMS
REALTOR® REA i T>

(200! QAQ QIE/l  2410L&N Drive, suiteC

toll free (866) 519-7220


mailto:janemc@kw.com
http://www.washingtonsquaregroup.net

fused to defend himself, choosing
instead to let the photographs
speak for themselves. President
Wilson, after viewing the photo-
graphs, was said to have been
“shocked to his inner core.” The
stark black and white photos of
young children enslaved to corpo-
rate greed created a national con-
troversy and people began press-
ing for reform.

In 1916 and again in 1918
Congress passed child labor re-
form laws but the Supreme
Court struck them down. In
1924 Congress attempted to
pass a Constitutional Amend-
ment that would authorize a
national child labor law. At each
of the hearings Hine’'s photo-
graphs of children working in
the Huntsville cotton mills were
exhibited.

Magellan

Groups opposed to any in-
crease in federal law in areas
relating to children lobbied
against the amendment and
within ten years the measure died.
Only during the Great Depression
of the 1930’s did child labor fi-
nally begin dying. But not because
ofactivism or laws: In this period
ofhigh unemployment men com-
peted even for the lowest paying
jobs formerly held by children. At
the same time labor unions be-
gan to agitate for change. But the
most powerful reason for change
was the growing need by industry
for more skilled workers. School
became, not an option, but a ne-
cessity to get a job. It was not
until 1938, when President
Roosevelt signed the Fair Labor
Standards Act. that severe restric-
tions were placed on child labor.

Mortgage
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NO MORE
DENTURE ADHESIVES

We can stabilize in many cases your
loose fitting Lower denture using mini
implants. Sometimes this Procedure
can be accomplished in minimum
amount of time, like one office visit.

$750 per implant

Free Relinement of old denture

Interest free financing

Li

256.533.0434

Dr. Eugene H. Scott, Jr.
401 Lowell Dr., SE, Ste.17
Huntsville, AL
www.dreugenehscottjr.com

No representation is made about the quality ofdental services to be
performed or the expertise ofthe dentist performing such services.

“If Lincoln were alive today,
he’d be rolling over in
his grave.”

Gerald Ford

A Smoke-Free Facility!
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% Group Rates > Pro Shop
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East Side of Courthouse Square - Circa 1865

MILLER & MILLER

Helping to build Huntsville
for over 50 Years
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Amended in 1949 the law finally
put teeth in the regulation ofchild
labor. Yet even today, in dark out-
of-the-way corners, child labor
continues.

In 1917, when the NCLC voted
to reduce his salary from $275 to
$200 a month, Hine and the Na-
tional Child Labor Committee
parted ways. In 1918 Hine went
to Europe with the Red Cross to
photograph the aftermath of
World War I. There he saw the ul-
timate horror of the industrial
age: The aftermath of a war that
had ground a generation of men
into hamburger.

When he returned to America
he felt ready to take on new chal-
lenges. “I thought | had done my
share of negative documenta-
tion,” he later recalled, “Now I
wanted to do something posi-
tive.” During the 1920’s he
worked on a series of portraits he
called his ‘Work Portraits.’ With

99% of lawyers give the
rest of them a bad name.

Steven Wright

£ The
k Old Huntsville
t Book of Recipes

[*-  and Timeless Tips
- Volume 2

ML Catherine Carse;

titles such as ‘Freight Brakeman’,
‘The Engineer’, ‘Mechanic’, and
‘The Printer' his work of this pe-
riod showed the dignity and sat-
isfaction people could get from la-
bor. “Cities do not build them-
selves,” he said, “machines can-
not make machines, unless back
ofthem all are the brains and toil
ofmen.”

In 1930 he became the official
photographer during the con-
struction of the Empire State
Building. The
high point of his
career, this body
of work showed
more than any
other Hine’s love
for the workers
of America.
Whereas before
he had shown
the dark and
shameful under-
belly of industry,
he now showed
the glories that
the American
worker could ac-
complish. Lug-
ging his heavy

Old Huntsville
Book ofRecipes

Volume 2
$20.00

534-0502

Star Market

and Pharmacy

MEATS

Serving fresh Terry's Pizza!

Your Friendly Neighborhood

Pharmacy & Grocery Store
Located In Historic Five Points

702 Pratt Ave.

534-4509

STAR

equipment hundreds of feet into
the air, he documented workers
as they thrust a tower of steel,
stone, and glass a quarter ofa mile
into the sky.

The remainder of the 1930’s
was not kind to Hine. With the ini-
tiation of Roosevelt's administra-
tion and the New Deal legislation
the nation needed photogra-
phers to document the Depres-
sion and what Roosevelt was do-
ing about it. Most of the new gen-

Serving hearty German fare
in Huntsville Since 1972.

6125 University Dr.
922-0556

Hu
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DOWNTOWN HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA

SATURDAY
September 12,2009
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Antiques, Clocks, Woodwork, Crafts, Art,
Collectibles, Food & Drinks

Sponsored by:
VON BRAUN LIONS CLUB
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eration of editors felt Hine was
past his prime and too
tempermental. He could notgeton
with the influential Farm Services
Administration. He did manage to
get ajob photographing the work
ofthe Tennessee Valley Adminis-
tration but quit not long after he
started because of artistic differ-
ences. By the middle of the 30’s
he was broke and had to sell his
house. In 1940 Lewis Hine died,
destitute and discouraged.

Ifyou are tempted to think of
Hine’s life as wasted, do not. His
art, though it did not accomplish
what he intended, did what true
art always does: It showed the
beauty of creation in spite of the
ugliness of the world. A machine
cannot see a person. In many
ways a person cannot see another
person.

How many times have you
encountered an invisible per-
son? It may be a waiter who
brings your food at a restaurant.
You're talking with friends, the
waiter brings your food, you say

Professional Turf Care Company

256-704-5687
www.PerfectTurf.net

RO. Box 4994 Huntsville, AL 35815

thanks or perhaps nothing, the
waiter leaves, and disappears
from your perception. Who really
thinks, “Did he have agood day?”
“What are his prospects for a
bright future?” And a hundred
other questions about his life. Do
we ever think about the person
who made our car or built our
house, not to mention the person
who grew our food or made our
clothes?

These people are the invis-
ible people that make our lives
possible.

The genius of Lewis Hine
wasn't in the composition of his
pictures or in his decision to
use the camera. The genius of
Lewis Hine was his ability to
see the invisible person and
show that person to us, very
clearly.

His pictures helped change
a nation but in Huntsville, home
of the cotton mills he photo-
graphed, he had been
conveniently
forgotten...until now.

7 Application Program
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ack From
the Dead

from 1907 newspaper

Harvey Longtree, a farmer of
this county, and his wife Mollie
Longtree were arrested yesterday
and brought to Huntsville, the
former on a charge of living in
adultery and the latter on a
charge of bigamy.

Warrants for the arrest ofthe
couple were sworn out by John
Hines who claims to be the first
and present husband of the
woman.

Hines claims that the
woman had a suit for divorce
pending in the chancery court
and that although a decree of di-
vorce has never been rendered,
his wife married Longtree and
has since lived with him.

Harvey Longtree is seventy-
three and his wife is sixty-five.
Between them they have a total
of eleven children with
the oldest being fifty-
four.

The confusion is
supposed to have begun
when Hines traveled to
Texas in search of a new
homestead. When he did
not return after several
years his wife filed for
divorce but was advised
there was no need of it
as Hines was most
likely dead.

Longtree then paid
court to the supposed
widow and a short time
later they were married.

The defendants were
arrested by Deputy Con-
stable Ferguson. They
were arraigned before
Justice Vaught who fixed
their bonds at $250 in
the case of Longtree and
$1,000 in the woman’s
case.

MARY ELLEN

The Naked Truth

from 1911 newspaper

Seven people, three men and four women, were arrested and
placed in jail here by Deputy Sheriffs Pierce and Robinson on
charges of enjoying the charms of the Big Spring while unclothed
in their natural attire. A mad scramble ensued as several of the
town's gentry rushed forward to volunteer their efforts in the
arrest ofthe comely lasses. The parties are members ofa naturalist

society.
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- y 5 years later.
Th I n gS You Can t Q. What is the shortest complete sentence in the
English language?
- | am.

lee WIthOUt Q. How did Hershey's Kisses get their name?
- They are called that because the machine that
Knowing

makes them looks like it's kissing the conveyor belt.
Q. Who was the first couple to be shown

in bed together on prime time TV?
- Fred and Wilma Flintstone.

Q. What color was Coca-Cola originally? The little things really do count.

- green. . Earrings, a belt, bag, hat or pin are the

Q. What company prints more money ev- little thi h | he bi
ery day than the US Treasury? lttle things that complete the big
picture of fashions.

- Monopoly
Q. What state has the highest percentage
of people who walk to work?
- Alaska
Q. What is the cost of raising a medium-
size dog to the age of eleven?
- $6,400
Q. What is the average number of people
airborne over the US any given hour?
- 61,000
Q. How old was the youngest pope?
- 11 years old.
Q. What was the first novel ever written
on a typewriter?
- Tom Sawyer.
Q. How old were the world’s youngest
parents?
- They were 8 and 9 and lived in China in
1910.
Q. How many people signed the Declara- .
tion of Independence on July 4th? cdccebwriw
- Two, John Hancock and Charles 740
Thomson. Most of the rest signed on August 2, 539-3876
but the last signature wasn’t added until

WHAT YOU NEED IN
A REAL ESTATE AGENT!

256-880-3370

Mike Crawford, Broker  Leon Crawford, Trainer Leon Crawford Realty
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My Smart
Dogs

by Billy Joe Cooley

I love animals and always try
to keep one with me. They can
sure brighten one's day.

When | was in my sporty
years between 20 and 30, those
who build fancy cars came out
with a newfangled auto which
had headlights set on a timer,
they'd cut themselves off when
adjusted properly.

I bought such a car, a big
Chrysler. A few days later | took
my cocker spaniel 'Rummy' with
me on a visit high in the
Cumberland Mountains of East
Tennessee. There apparently had
never been a snazzy car like
mine in that vicinity.

It was shortly after dark
when we stopped at a country
store and immediately a group
of mountain men sitting on the
porch started admiring the ma-
chine. Almost instantly one of

the men called out to me that |
had left my lights on, not know-
ing that | had set the lights on a
30-second delay.

I yelled back to the car at
Rummy and instructed him to
"turn them lights out."”

Of course two seconds later
the lights went out and those
men were amazed that a dog
could be taught such a chore. |
was an instant hit in the hinter-
lands.

That was many years ago.
Rummy has long gone to where
the good puppies go. My current
dog, a Chinese Red Wolf named
Jenny, is getting along in years,
and likes to stretch out on the
back seat and snooze.

The other day | pulled into
the crowded parking lot at the
Super Walmart Shopping Cen-
ter and rolled down the car win-
dows to make sure my precious
friend had fresh air.

She was stretched full-out
on the back seat and | wanted
to impress upon her that she
must remain there!

I walked to the curb back-
ward, pointing my finger at the
car and saying emphatically,

We deliverfresh
flowers locally

256.533.3050
RON COOPER
Mark Kimbrough

504 Pratt Ave
Huntsville. AL35801

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
Serving The Areafor Over 30 Years

» Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care

» 24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services

 Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational
Therapies

* Registered, Licensed & Certified Staff

* Individualized Social Services and Activities

256-772-9243
3891 Sullivan St. « Madison, AL

Madison
Manor

Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention
we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is
needed. It's a difference we are proud of.

Care by Professionals - Lifestyle to enjoy



"Now you stay. Do you hear me?"
Stay, Stay!"

The driver of a nearby car, a
pretty blonde young lady, gave me
a strange look and said, "Why
don'tyoujust putitin 'Park’?™

Nazi's Coming
to Huntsville

Huntsville, 1944 - Chambers
Construction Co. has been
awarded a $24,000 contract to
build a facility for German
POW's at the Huntsville Arsenal.

Most ofthe prisoners are from
Rommel's Afrika Corps and are
expected to be employed in
agricultural work. Civilian work-
ers at the Arsenal are cautioned
against having anything to do with
the prisoners. The facility is
expected to hold up to 1200
prisoners ofwar.

Life Insurance -

Huntsville
Real Estate
Bargains
from 1911

- 11 choice residence lots
close in; will sell at a bargain
as a whole or will sell as many
lots as you want on your own
terms.

- A brand new cottage and 2
lots worth $1,500. Will sell all
for $1,250. Will take $500 cash
and balance on as long time as
you want.

- Half interest in a 200 acre
farm near New Market, will be
sold cheap.

- For rent - The Alberta Tay-
lor residence on McClung
Street. The house is hand-
somely furnished and posses-
sion can be given at once. Rent

Fixed Annuities

Long Term Care Insurance

Up to $500,000

Life Insurance

without Medical Exam. Ages 0 - 55
Mack Vann, CLU

Agent, New York Life Insurance Co.
* Issued by New York Life Insurance and Annuity Corp. (A Delaware Corp.)

1808 Covewood Dr. Huntsville, Al. 35801 Ph. (256) 533-0082
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is $28 per month.

- Several pieces of well lo-
cated business property that will
produce a net income of $1,000
annually, will also be sold on
terms to suit purchaser.

GLASS

For Any Purpose

PATTERNS
FOR—

Table Tops
Dressers
Radio Tables
Desks
Mantles

Counters
Etc!

All edges ground
and polished.

Call 364 and let
us make you an
estimate.

Huntsville
Glass & Paint Co.

(Original ad from Jan.30,1940)

Offering
Historical Quality
Restoration Glass

Serving ourgood customers
for68years

534-2621
2201 Holmes Ave. NW

LIVING QUARTERS FOR THE ELDERLY

* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
* Convenient to Madison Square Mall
* Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units)

* Transportation provided to Grocery Store

opportunity

* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until alter completion of the

application process

. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
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My Mama,
the Midwife

by Malcolm Miller

One of my earliest memories as a
small child happened many times over.
There would be some man standing out
side our house usually in the wee hours
calling to my Mama saying that his wife
was sick. It wasn't until | grew older
that | found out what was going on.

You see back in the nineteen twen-
ties and thirties there was very little
money and most babies were born at
home with the help of a midwife. Even
though Dr. Frank Jordan lived in the
Ryland neighborhood and didn't charge
very much for his services, it was still
more than most of the poor share crop-
pers could afford.

Some times | wouldn't hear the men
calling for Aunt Anner or Miss Anner
saying my wife is sick because | was
asleep but when | woke up hearing Papa
rattling pots and pans and fussing |
knew what | was in for, Papa biscuits.
You see my Mama rolled the dough out
real thin and used a tin can to cut out
perfect biscuits but not Papa, he would
mix up the dough and just pour it out
in piles resulting in biscuits usually
larger than a saucer.

As far as | know my Mama never in
all those years ever received pay for all
the work she had done delivering ba-
bies, however she was one of the most
loved and respected members of the
community. Dr. Jordan often said that
he wished there was some way she could
be his nurse and believe you me she
was a good nurse.

With nothing to work with but things
like coal oil, turpentine, castor oil and
warm salty water she could do some
amazingthings and her loving hand placed
on a small boy’s head really made them

“Take that empty bottle with you
to the store so you won’t have to
pay a deposit on another one.”

What you DON'T hear anymore

feel better when his head was burning with fever, | know be-
cause | was fortunate to be one of those boys.

At Mama's funeral many of the people there had been
brought into this world by her.

My Mama was born Eunice Anna McKay, September
18th, 1886 and much of her childhood was spent living in
a house by the side of the toll gate on the road up the
mountain to the Monte Sano Hotel, in fact her and her
younger sister, my Aunt Lucy operated the toll gate while their
father Archie McKay worked to keep the road in good enough
shape for the many tourists to be able to travel back and
forth to the hotel.

Later on as ayounggirl Mamawent to work in Dallas mill
and after working twelve hour shifts would walk to the home
her parents had bought on what is now Toll Gate Road. Itwas
originally called Monte Sano Pike.

Finally at age twenty-one she met and married my Papa

BUY 1 §LELL I TRADE - USED & VINTAGE

N Guitars - Amps
Equipment

(256) 631-7474
838 Winchester Ra

One block west of Moore’s Mill Rd.
2.2 mi. west of No. Mem. Pkwy

First
Presbyterian
Church

307 Gates Avenue
Huntsville, Alabama

An Historic Church
Meeting Today’s Needs

Join us Sundays
8:30 AM

Gideon-Blackburn House
across street

10:30 AM
Main Sanctuary

(256) 536-3354
Dr. Darryl Goldman, Interim Pastor



The Golden K Kiwanis se
TRADE DAY

At “CONSTITUTION VILLAGE” In
DOWNTOWN HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA

SATURDAY
September 12,2009
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM

Antiques, Clocks, Woodwork, Crafts, Art,
Collectibles, Food & Drinks

Hundreds ofBack Copies of “Old
Huntsville’ magazine willbe
available atthe Kiwanis table

Our Motto - Young Children, Priority One - Our Goal - Helping Kids

Clyde Barclay - Donald Bishop - Bill Brown - Chuck Bobo

Neil Cocker - Gordon Dison - Kinley Eittreim - Al Farrar - Vic Grimes
Jack Grosser - Bill Grunwald - Ed Hardin - Jesse Hopkins - Bill Ivy

Andy Karabinos - Hartwell Lutz - Hank Mattern - Bob Middleton

Hank Miller - Archie Murchie - Robert Overall - Wilbur Patterson

Roscoe Roberts - Dendy Rousseau - Donald Royston - Bill Russell - Reggie Skinner
Don Slagle - Bob Smith - Steve Stevens - Walt Terry - John Vaughn
Jim Webb - Ray Weinberg - Jim White - Sam Zeman
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and together they raised seven
sons ofwhich | am the youngest.
Their first child was a girl but only
lived ten months.

Loretta Lynn recorded a hit
song titled "They don't make men
like my Daddy any more". | would
like to say that they don't make
women like my Mama any more.
She had avery hard life as a share
cropper's wife. | don't believe that
in her whole married life she ever
had a store-bought dress or un-
der clothes. She would make her
clothes out of flower sacks or on
occasion she would sell enough
eggs and chickens to the rolling
store man and he would bring her
material from town for a dress.

My Mama never attended
church real regular. She really
didn't have nice clothes to wear
and she was busy taking care of
seven strapping boys but | can
assure you my Mama was a godly
woman and after spending a life
of hardship and misery living in
one share cropper's shack after
another she must surely be resid-
ingin a mansion now and through
out eternity.

Come Shop With Us in Air-Conditioned Comfort!

Just a few of the items you'll find:

Quilts, Purses, Bamboo, T-shirts from Dixie Ouffitters, All
American, Birds & cages, sofas, sports cards, turquoise
jewelry, ceramics, peel-off tickets, groceries, smoking
accessories, hematite jewelry, vintage glass, tools, haircuts,
Connie’s kitchen, variety store, you name it!

Licensed - Insured - References

Repairs
Pavers @ ”
Curbs No Job Too Small

Walk ways .
Blocks Y Michael Sylvester

Stone

Stucco (256) 694-2469

“[Everyone] goes out of their way to see to mom'’s personal needs”

“l am confident of her care”

“My mother's needs are met fully, and the relationship she and | have
established with the Hearthstone family has exceeded my expectations”


http://www.hearthstoneassisted.com

Old Huntsville Trivia

1816 - James 0. Crump delivers a load oforanges
to Huntsville from Mobile in only 28 days. The news-
papers of the day stated that it was remarkable that
only 6 out of the 1000 spoiled.

1817 - First school of dance opens. The school
was located above Talbot's Inn and was run by
John B. Grantland.

1820 - Planters Hotel advertises breakfast for
37 1/2 cents. Lodging for the night was 12 1/2
cents while a stable for a horse cost 50 cents.

1824- First bank robbery in Huntsville. The
Planters and Merchants Bank was robbed of
$25,000 and a $2000 reward was offered.

1828 - New water reservoir is built on the court-
house square. It was a two story building with the
reservoir occupying the first floor and chambers
for the city council filling the second floor.

1861 - Church bells from the Episcopal, Pres-
byterian and Methodist churches were melted and
made into cannon. The cannons were captured by
the Yankees in 1862.

1909 - Huntsville Ice Creme Co. was first in the
nation to use paper cartons.

Renaissance
THEATRE at Lincoln Center

Coming in October.....

Frankenstein.. The Modern Prometheus
A young Swiss student discovers the secret of animating
lifeless matter and, by assembling body parts, creates a
monster who vows revenge on his creator after being
rejected from society.

Oct. 16 & 17-8pm; Oct. 18 -2:30pm
Oct. 22, 23 & 24 - 8pm; Oct 25 - 2:30pm
Oct. 29, 30 & 31 - 8pm
All Seats $14

Location - 1216 Meridian Street
1216 Meridian St. - Call 536-3117for

general information and to reserve your
tickets.
Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatre.net
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http://www.solufix.com
(256) 426-2358

UcenMif chww ~ IWmCM
ear Senior« MMsry DbCOWW

COMPUTER TROUBLES?

Local. Old Fashioned Service...
to «Tix" Modem Technology

Solufix is individually owned to service all of your
Small Business and Residential Computer/
Technology needs with flexibility!

We ARE NOT like computer gurus, geeks,
technicians, tech guys, and the others who try to
wear the hat. We are highly qualified engineers,
with competitive rates. Allow us to employ our
experience and education to assist you!

Chips are for electronics-you won't find one on
our shoulder.

On-Site Visits & Uve Online Assistance

At Derrick Design and Remodeling, we work with you
to develop solutions that incorporate your ideas and desires
and stay within your budget. We are commited to providing you
with a pleasant remodeling experience.

DERRICK

DESIGN AND
REMODELING

Visit our web site « www.derrickdesign.net

162 Export Circle « Huntsville, AL 35806


http://www.renaissancetheatre.net
mailto:mrmagnant@knoiogy.net
http://www.solufix.com
http://www.derrickdesign.net
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What can you do with a lump-sum
distribution from a retirement plan
when you retire or change jobs?

Tuesday, September 15, 20009 6:30 PM

801 Franklin Restaurant
801 Franklin Street « Huntsville, AL 35801

Speaker: Brad Cardwell
Financial Advisor

Call Allison Owsley at (256) 650-2454 or
email bradcardwell@ml.com to reserve your
place today.

Merklt lynch does not provide tax advice. Pease consult your tex edvisor

Do you have multiple IRAs and retirement
plans with former employers? If so, you face
important decisions about the best way to
manage these assets. The decisions you
make—or neglect to make—can nave a
considerable impact on whether you achieve

the retirement you want.

Join this interactive forum to:

m Understand employer plan distribution options
m Learn how to access your money penaity-free

m Understand tax implications of your decisions

m Consider investing strategies that align with your
goats and address market realities

Merrill Lynch invites you to join us for an
Insightful and informative seminar that
can help educate you on retirement plan
distribution and investing options.

Merrill Lynch
Wealth Management

Bank of America Corporation

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by Merrill Lynch. Pierce, Fenner & Smrth Incorporated (MLPF&S) and

other subsidiaries of Bank of America Corporation.
Investment products:

Are Not FDIC Insured Are Not Bank Guaranteed May Lose Value

MLPF&S is a mastered brokerdealer, member Securities Investor Protection Corporation (SIPC) and a wholly owned subsidiary of Bank Of America

Corporation,
® 2009 Bern* of America Corporation, Al rfftts rasenrad.


mailto:bradcardwell@ml.com

A
Letter

To Mr. Robert Shirer
Meridian Road
Huntsville, Alabama

From Lee Shirer
Somewhere in California
1889

Dear Papa,

| do not think | will be able
to come home for Christmas.
It is such a long way and not
much money. | think about you
and the family all the time. |
wish you could be here to see
the sights | have seen. Califor-
nia is truly a grand place. | have
got a job at a sawmill now. |
am throwing slabs. When | get
some money ahead | am going
to send you some picture cards
of places | have seen.

I went to San Francisco
with the men | work with. The
city must be as big as Hunts-
ville and Decatur both.

It is something to see the
ocean. You can throw a fish up
in the air and the birds will
fight over it until one gits it and
flys off with it. Some of the
birds are as big as a turkey.

Some of the men | work
with are going to go off gold
hunting. They want me to go
but | said no. | don't think there
is any gold left here. We did
not find as much to pay for
our beans this year past.

There are men all over the
hills and all the good places
are gone. The way to get rich
here is to open a cooking place.
The food is bad and most of
us would rather be hungry than
eat it.

I had to sell the horse. |
had run out of money and no

one to turn to. But don't worry -1
will send money to pay you for it.

I hope my letter gets to you by
Christmas and tell everyone that |
send my regards. | will surely be
home Christmas nextyear.

Your Dutiful Son, Lee

Dal
Mil

Old Huntsville Page 41

(Editor's note: Lee's father re-
ceived one more letter from him,
postmarked Seattle, Washington
the following year. The family
never heard from him again)

las
Is”

Dell

Call us to reserve the Deli for your special event
after 4pm - we will cater for you or you can
provide your own refreshments.

Open 5:30 AM til 2:30 PM

489-3354
BREAKFAST - LUNCH - SANDWICHES

CHIU DOGS - BURGERS - DESSERTS
SOUP OF THE DAY

CORNER PRATTAVE. AND WASHINGTON ST.

Specializing in sealing & strip-
ing. We do parking lots, handi- \

cap parking and driveways.

Call for free estimates
Cell 656-9357
Office 881-8337

S3

pit- ¢
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Tips You

Can Use

* Judy C. Smith gave us this
tip, especially for those who have
neck and back pains. She takes a
regular disposable 8-o0z. water
bottle, and pours out or drinks
about 1/3 ofit. Press the bottle so
that it becomes a bit flat, but still
with 2/3 ofthe water in it. Put the
cap on and stick it in the freezer.
Next day you'll have a frozen, flat
bottle of ice, put it into a tennis
sock and it's ready to put behind
your neck or back. It's great for
those who do alot ofdriving!

* Consider buying repos-
sessed cars. You can get them at
a good price, drive them a couple
of years, then sell them as
“classics” and get back most of
your money.

* Preheat your oven at least

SWVWVii

A Nick Grant Adventuri
By tour ftidscn

Flying Boats & Spies

A Tent In The Forest

15 minutes before you putin your
bread dough - a hot oven ensures
high rising.

* An old arthritis remedy is
to have a cat sit on your knees, or
where ever you have pain from
arthritis. Legend has it that cats
do the same thing as Chihuahua’s
are supposed to.

* Watch for signs that you may
be diabetic - you're always thirsty
or hungry, you have increased uri-
nation, there is unexplained
weight loss or fatigue.

* To keep yourself from
snacking at night, brush your
teeth, turn offthe kitchen light and
tell yourselfthe kitchen is closed.

* When boiling corn on the
cob, add a pinch ofsugar to bring
out the corn’s sweet taste.

* Ifyou have some good left-
over wine and hate to waste it,
freeze it in an ice cube tray, bag it
and save the cubes for future use
in casseroles and sauces.

* Toothpaste works great for

Chasing Wings

Sarah Hutt Fbk

K -l

Scenic North Alabama

880-6464

—3J
Found Among The
Fragments

The Legacy of
Bletchley Park

Coffee - Teas - Coffee Supplies
Gifts - Espresso Supplies

removing small scratches from a
glass tabletop.

* Ifyou have trouble opening
jars, use latex dishwashing gloves
- they give a non-slip grip that
makes opening easy.

*  When you're upset about
something, ask yourselfthis ques-
tion, “Does it really matter?” Ifit
does, express your feelings to the
right person. Ifit doesn't, drop it
and move on.

* Apply your perfume after a
hot shower, your open pores will
absorb the scent much better.

Writers

™ Send us your memories to be
1 published in Old Huntsville magazine.

Stories must be about Huntsville
O and have factual basis. Please do not

send original manuscripts. Send to:

Old Huntsville - 716 East
Clinton, Huntsville, Al. 35801

7900 Bailey Cove Road

Across from Grissom High School

6:00 am - 9:00 pm Mon- Sat
8:00 am - 3 pm Sunday



The Birthday
Present

By Judy C. Smith

It's been 52 years exactly to
date that my father asked his
little princess what she wanted
for her 16th birthday. | was so
excited; all | had been dreaming
ofwas a four-poster canopy bed.

The next day | ran out of our
house at the top of White Circle
all the way to town to Mason
Furniture Store on Clinton
Street looking for the perfect bed.
| stayed in the store all morn-
ing lying in every bed; day
dreaming of what it would be
like to have a real canopy bed.
At dinner that night | announced
that | had been to Masons and
found the perfect bed. Now all |
had to do was wait to see if
Daddy was really going to have
it sent out on August 30th.

My friend Anne Walker
Forgey had me over for lunch
and | must have called home
about 50 times to ask Mother if
my special birthday present had
arrived, but she said no. Finally
| walked all the way home from
Ward Avenue to White Circle
rather disappointed. | was on
the verge of tears, but consoled
myself thinking, maybe next
year.

Upon arrival home, Mother
and Anne had a surprise birth-
day party waiting for me, with
all of the fixings outside for a Bar-

Pratt Avenue

B-Que.

As | ran inside to change my
clothes, there itwas all set up in
my room, the bed | had dreamed
of. |1 don't know how Daddy af-
forded it, but he certainly did
make his princess' dreams come
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true.

Three generations have now
slept in the bed. Their names are
carved on the back of the head-
board. Maybe I'll be lucky enough
to carve the fourth generation on
it before | die.

kk & Co.

Pet Grooming & Boarding

Summer is arriving and our indoor climate-controlled boarding is available for
dogs and cats. Dogs are walked twice a day with extra types of TLC available
for the pampered pet.

Hours: 7:00am - 5:00pm Monday thru Friday

Huntsville

8:00am - 4:00pm Sat. Closed Sun.

cio cur
(256) 539-5165
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News From the Year 1901

Oklahoma Territory Open

Aug 9. Oklahoma Territory
has grown by 2,080,000 acres
overnight, and a lucky 6,500
homesteaders have staked their
claims. Federal agents acquired
the fertile land south of the
Cimarron River from the
Commanche, Kiowa and Apache
for $2 million. Ranchers and
railway barons lobbied for the
purchase, seeking grazing
grounds and increased traffic,
respectively. Miners know the
area offers coal reserves, and
farmers believe the soil is good
for corn, wheat and cotton.

Previous expansion in Okla-
homa had been a chaotic affair;
in the 1889 land rush the mad
scramble resulted in at least
one death. This time, authorities
submitted nearly 170,000
would-be claimants to an or-
derly lottery. The winners are
required to remain on their al-
lotments for five years before
obtaining titles.

The land would have been
available to the public sooner if
the Indians living on the east-

CommercialrBrokerage

ern half of the territory had not
known their rights and exercised
them so well. The tribes there
have written constitutions and
well-established systems of self-
government.

They demanded, in addition
to the cash payment, a 160-acre
allotment for each member of
their tribes.

Oldsmobile
Horseless Buggies
to be Built In Quantity

Ransom E. Olds predicts he
will produce and sell over 400
of his curved-dash Oldsmobiles
before the year is out.

The $650 vehicle, which re-
sembles a horseless buggy, is
affordable by many middle-
class families. Still, Olds can-
not assume the public will pre-
fer his experimental internal-
combustion engine to a steam-
driven one.

Most informed people believe
the venture will fail.

Bill Poole
| oo Church street. Suite 525 Office ~ 256-533-0990
Big Spring Summit Cell 256-651-1349
Huntsville. Alabama 35801 Fax 256534-1234

EMAIL blli»billpoolerealty com

Effort to Change
Utah Polygamy
Law Fails

Utah Governor Heber M.
Wells has vetoed a bill that would
have eased restrictions on po-
lygamy. The governor acted just
days after the legislature passed
the measure, which would have
made it virtually impossible to
prosecute those accused of plu-
ral marriages.

Polygamy, once widely prac-
ticed by members of the Church
of Latter Day Saints (Mor-
mons), early settlers in the state,
was officially outlawed when Utah
became a state of the union in
1894.

But sponsors of the bill had
argued that "agitators" have been
crusading against Mormons by
making widespread accusations
of polygamy.

Such attacks, they argued,
were prompted by religious bias.
The legislators argued that most
persons in Utah with plural mar-
riages are now dead and that the
few remaining ones are quite old.

REGAL

ENTERTAINMENT
GROUP

Hollywood 18 Theater

3312 S. Memorial Pkwy. Huntsville, Al.



Stock Market
Takes Dive

May 9. In the largest single-
day break on Wall Street since
1803, mayhem ruled today as
previously rational men
punched and kicked each other
in the scramble to unload their
plunging stocks.

Quotations started falling at
about 1 p.m. By closing, some
prices had crashed a full 20
points. The situation was so
critical that bankers conferred
late into the night to find a
means to prevent total financial
catastrophe. Although this
plunge has been predicted by
some, it caught many by sur-
prise. All eyes had been on the
phenomenal rise in Northern

Jacksonv

less.

An area two miles long by a half mile wide was razed and
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Pacific stock, which gained 70
points in three days. It remained
unscathed, with a net gain of
16.5 at the end of an otherwise
disastrous day.

Auto Club Gets
Speeding Ticket

May 11. Members of the
Automobile Club of America
were arrested today in
Morristown, New Jersey, for
breaking the speed limit. The
drivers violated the posted eight-
mile-an-hour ordinance during
a cross-state race. Witnesses
said the auto enthusiasts had
reached speeds up to 30 miles
per hour. When the gentlemen
stopped for lunch at a local hos-
telry, the Morristown justice of
the peace presented them with a
lump fine of $10.

e Fire Leaves 10,000 Homeless

May 3. A defective wire at a factory in Jacksonville, Florida, is
thought to have sparked the worst fire in the city’s history. The fire
caused about $15 million damage and left 10,000 to 15,000 home-

“Tomorrow is one of the
greatest labor-saving
devices of today.”

Ken Owens, Retired

about 130 blocks were scorched, many in the heart of the busi-
ness and residential sections of town. An estimated 1,300 houses
were destroyed, along with hotels, theaters, shops and churches.
Casualties could not be immediately determined. Fed by strong
winds, the blaze spread so quickly that firefighters were unable
to get it under control. After about ten hours, it finally burned
itselfout.

20% Off
» with thisad *

14an

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE / HOME OWNED & OPERATED

All Work Gurantead,
Insured & Bonded

L}
- N Co
ALABAMA & TENNESSEE: w
(256) 830-4942 or 1-800-877-3502

Member of Better
Business Bureau
North,AL

MARVIN ., mm
WINDOWS

MADE TO ORDER
WINDOWS AND DOORS

® [LI
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Penn Dilworth - Chris Craig

Your Professional Construction
Specialists

256-539-7704

2802 Memorial Parkway S.W.
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
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Paper Boys
by Johnny Johnston

That canvas strap cut into
the shoulder after awhile, espe-
cially on Thursday and Sunday.
Inserts were heavier on those
days. We all left school when the
bell rang, some on bicycles,
some on motorcycles and oth-
ers walking, but very few in cars.
Some came from Huntsville
High and some from Butler
High.

We headed to the Huntsville
Times Building at the corner of
Green and Holmes where we
checked in with the dispatcher for
our papers. The papers were
counted by hand as they were
handed to us by Cecil Chaney, my
brother Fred, Jimmy Vann or
maybe even Tillman Hill. If we
were lucky the press operated on
time and we could start folding,
rolling and counting so that an
hour later our customers could
begin reading their papers.

As often as not the presses

broke down and we would be
working long after dark on week-
days delivering the paper. On
Sundays the paper was early in
the morning. It is not easy to for-
get the cold, cold mornings at 5:00
am on that bicycle. Some routes
were longer than others. | rode
my bicycle 15 miles a day to
deliver my route.

I recently talked to a couple
of my friends about their routes
in the 1950's trying to remem-
ber what it was like. Jimmy
Miliner had the Holmes Ave.
section which, west past 9th St.
(Triana now), was mostly
farms. W. L. Howard, former
president of State National
Bank, had a few acres just at
the foot of Russell Hill along
with the Drakes, Butlers and a
couple other families.

That was before Lane Park
and Hillandale Holmes were built.
The Martin Family owned land
from Holmes to the railroad to
Jordan Lane and back to Holmes.
They also owned Martin Stamp-
ing and Stove Co. on "The Four

NTING

SERVICES

INCORPORATED

3308 Seventh Ave
Huntsville, AL 35806

www.lindasprinting.com
linprint@lindasprinting.com

Lane Drive". A large farm back
then, it now consists of Butler
High School, CCI, College Park
and property owned by a local

| Need your Help!

Next year the historic
YMCA of Huntsville celebrates
its 100th anniversary!

Seems like everyone
has some sort of affiliation
with the YMCA whether it
be Green Street, McCormick,
Northwest, Southeast or Camp
Cha-La-Kee!

| am looking for any sort of
memories, stories, pictures, etc.
as I’m putting together a
commemorative book to
document the rich history of this
popular YMCA.
Please contact Patrice Rowe

patrice,rowe @ ymcahuntsville.org
or call me at (256) 270-3503

PHONE
(256) 534-4452
(256) 534-4456

TOLL FREE
(877) 534-4452

FAX
(256) 534-4456


ymcahuntsville.org
http://www.lindasprinting.com
mailto:linprint@lindasprinting.com

church.

The Smith family lived across
Holmes St. in a large house which
sat at (now) the corner ofHillmont
and Holmes. They owned the high-
est part of the hill. Jordan Lane
north across the Hill had not been
built. Past the intersection of Jor-
dan was The Steadman Restau-
rant, then Bill Penny farm and
Yarbrough farm. The Steadman
Family owned a farm where the
McThornmore section is now.
Harold Green at that time had his
chicken and egg farm on Holmes
across from what is now John
Himes' Big Brothers grocery.

No UAH, no traffic lights and
no traffic except when the "Ar-
senal let out". That was the look
of the neighborhood in the 50's.

| started my route next to the
First National Bank on the
Square and proceeded down the
hill to Oak St., Fountain Circle,
Pelham St. past the Big Spring
and back into the areas of the
Naval Center. Many of the
streets were back alleys where
million dollar buildings sit now.

Mrs. Lucy Hice ran a grocery
store just about at the intersection
ofManning. What a breath offresh
air she was. In her 70's, she often

Commercial &
Residential

Professional
Design Builder

Over 28 years Experience

showed me the gun with which
she "would shoot any undesirable
character coming in her store".
Mrs. Hice was very independent
but friendly. | loved to talk to her
for a couple of minutes and drink
either a chocolate or grape "cold
drink."

While | carried papers in
Baxter Bottoms, one ofthe rough-
est places in town, (it was de-
stroyed for construction of Coun-
cil Courts), | won every prize The
Times had for new customers
when Council Courts started
getting residents. The route grew
so large that | pulled a trailer
with my bicycle.

On Thursdays and Sundays |
had a bag on my back, two on the
sides of the bike and a very large
stack on the trailer. | carried an
extra pedal because they broke so
often.

There was no paper on Satur-
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Blinds, Shutters, Drapery,
Woven woods, Cellular, Roman
Shades & More

Your Total Window
Treatment Provider

Rand’s Blinds Inc.

Bus: (256) 650-0465
Aesthetically Pleasing

Interior Window Treatments
Visitus at:
www.randsblinds.com

In Business Since 1963

Park Supply Co.

4736 Commercial Drive. (256) 837-4036

www: parksupplycompany.com


parksupplycompany.com
http://www.randsblinds.com
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day when we made collections!
That was sometimes a problem
because not everyone had the 25
cents per week we charged. Many
times paperboys had to pay the
bill for someone who moved, did
not have the money or just plain
forgot.

Of the 25 cents | recall we got
to keep 11 cents. When we had to
make up the 25 cents it was a big
loss. One famous family (a Ger-
man Scientist) left owing me
about $1.25, but that's Ok, | can
now say that one of the World’s
most famous men owes me
money.

Several times, especially Sun-
day mornings, we would be
robbed or at least the attempt
would be made. | had a knife
pulled on me a few times but
never hung around long enough
to get hurt; | got to be real fast.
At 12 or 13 years old | couldn't
fight off grown people.

Some carriers really didn't
need the money, or at least it
appeared that way. The person |
have in mind drove a Triumph
Motorcycle, his father was a
bank official and they lived way

“We are not limited by
our old age - we are
liberated by it.”

Stu Middleman

Guns
Refurbished

Rust Bluing
Stock Refinishing

Reasonable Prices

downtown! This carrier was
later to become a famous Air
force Pilot, Blue Angel then Gen-
eral before he retired somewhere
in Florida.

I was not as smart as some
people in collecting money. Roger
Grider tells this story that hap-
pened when he was delivering in
Lincoln Village where he lived.

While Roger was parked at the
Times Building a very promi-
nent business man backed into
his small motorcycle and did

several hundred dollars dam-
age. He told Roger to get it re-
paired and bring him the bill.
Roger went into his business to
collect and when the fellow
found out how much he said,
"No, I'm not gonna pay it.”
Roger being smarter than me
told the fellow this. "My daddy told
me you would not pay it and he
said that was ok, just to bring the
bill home and he would come
up here and collect it," Roger
said "my daddy is mean and he

Do you need to: Separate, divorce, or settle an estate;
Downsize or move to a smaller house;
Clean out your garage or attic;
Remodel; Organize your yard sale?

Let me clean out - pack up - sell off - donate
Let me ease your mind by tying up your Loose Ends!

Visit us on the web at: looseendsbymj.com
email: mjailor @ looseendsbymj.com

Mary Jim Ailor

(256)658-2718

OLD MILL IRON

"Custom Iron and Fabrication"
Located in the Old Lincoln Mill

www.oldmilliron.com

1300 Meridian St., Suite 22

Huntsville, Al 35801
256-617-3824
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carries a big gun.” As Roger
opened the door the business-
man said "Now wait a minute,
I'll give you the money," which
he did. Roger opened the door,
put one foot outside then yelled
back to the man, "l ain't even
got a daddy" and ran up Merid-
ian Street.

I often think of Frank
Sanderson who was a salesman
(no particular route). He would
get a stack of papers, sell up
and down the few office build-
ings existing at that time, then
take what was left to Clinton
Street and sell them in the heavy
"Arsenal" traffic.

Some local adults hired
boys to deliver papers while they
did the collections. That left Sat-
urdays open for other things.
Donald McElyea did this and at
the same time got up very early
to deliver another paper from

Need Someone
to talk to
your Club?

Long time Huntsville native and
regular writer for Old Huntsville,
Johnny Johnston will be glad to
speak before your group about
Huntsville, the way it used to be.
There is no charge.

He is a highly regarded
speaker whose talks about
Huntsville’s history are guaran-
teed to keep the audience
enthralled.

Call Johnny Johnston
(256) 656-9575

Chattanooga.

It has been a few years since
our paper was delivered by some-
one on a bicycle. Cars are the
thing now. A couple ofyears ago |
had a need to meet a paper car-
rier while he was picking up his
papers. | counted over 30 cars.
No motorcycles or bicycles.

| wonder sometimes, if |
would have done as well in life had
I not received the discipline ofde-
livering and managing my paper
route.

Banana Pudding

1 Irg. vanilla pudding mix

1 can Eagle Brand milk

1 Irg. Cool Whip

10 bananas, sliced

1 Irg. box vanilla wafers

Prepare pudding by directions

on box and then set aside. Crumble
vanilla wafers to fine crumbs, set
aside. Add condensed milk to the
pudding mixture, in a large bowl.

Place a thin layer of crumbs on
bottom. Cover crumbs with pudding
mixture, then layer with banana
slices. Cover with layer of Cool
Whip.

Continue alternating layers til
ingredients are used. Refrigerate
overnight.
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Garfield Preached
Sermon at

Mooresville

In 1863, the 42nd Ohio Vol-
unteers were camped at Bibb'’s
Spring, a short distance behind
the Bibb residence at
Mooresville. One of the officers
of the regiment was James A.
Garfield.

When war came, he received
a commission in the U.S. Army
and served his country with dis-
tinction. Some of the villagers
at Mooresville learned of
Garfield’s presence and invited
him to preach at the Christian
Church.

General Garfield, in writing
to his wife, mentioned the invi-
tation. “There is a church in the
village of Mooresville near by
and they have sent up inviting
me to speak to them on Sun-
day. If I am well | will do so.”

“All men make mistakes,

but the married men find
out about them sooner.”

Red Skelton
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A Soldier’s
Letter

Huntsville, Alabama, May
22, 1864

Friend Lucy:

I believe the last time | saw
you there was something said
about my writing to you when |
arrived in Dixieland. However,
it doesn't make any particular
difference whether | was to write
or not, as | claim to be an old
friend with nothing to do and
plenty time to do it in.

I will write you a few lines
anyhow, if they are not so inter-
esting, as George says, and we
have been here nearly two
weeks, and | am very much
pleased with the place. | think
this is the most beautiful coun-
try | ever saw. Nature has done
everything for this country. Al-
lowing me to use the phrase it
is God's own land, beautifully
supplied with the necessary, and
blessings oflife.

You don’t know about beauti-
ful flowers up north. We have
them here of every variety and
description and the richest color
imaginable. | wish | could send
you a sample of them and have
you enjoy them as they look here.
Huntsville is enthusiastically a city
offlowers.

There are several embellish-
ments too numerous to mention
without taking all the space of
this sheet with a description.
There are a great many fine pri-
vate residences in this city. |
passed one the other day that
particularly pleased me. It was

“This evening at 7pm there
will be a hymn singing in
the park across from the
Church. Bring a blanket
and be prepared to sin.”

Seen in local church bulletin

built of freestone, in the Gothic
style of architecture, the doors
guarded by sculptured lions,
birds, etc. The grounds were
laid out in terraces covered with
shade trees, evergreens and
flowers. There were several fine
arbors and | counted some
twenty marble statues distrib-
uted throughout the grounds.

| think if | was the owner of
such a place, | would be con-

tented, get married and settle
down for the remainder of my
life on this earth.

About the only drawback is
the weather. We are now having
Illinois July weather in the day-
time. The nights are cool.

We have excellent quarters in
the Huntsville Court House. The
whole of the second floor is as-
signed to us for practicing and
sleeping rooms. Our dining

| GrandMother's Hodse

“Gourmet Country Cooking”

Hours —

Lunch: Wed., Thur., Fri., Sun. — 11 am. -2 p.m.

Dinner: Friday — Saturday 5 - 8:30 p.m.
To Go Orders Are Welcome. (256) 725-7444

3980 Old Hwy 431S

Owens Cross Roads, AL 35763
(10 Minutes South of Hampton Cove)
www.grandmothershouse.biz

(Sum 1969)

Guns &

J.C. Vaughn

President

Tackle Shop, Inc

1112 6th Avenue, SE
Decatur, Al 35601
(256)353-2503

1650 Jordan Lane
Huntsville, Al 35816
(256)830-0761

Guns - Buy - Sell - Trade - Consignment - Repair

Holsters - Knives - Ammo -

Reloading Supplies


http://www.grandmothershouse.biz

room isjust across the street.

We have an old darkey and
his wife to do our cooking and
they are pretty good cooks. The
General is pretty much pleased
with his bunch and is going to
get us the appointment of post
band. If he does so, we will
probably stay here during the
war or until our time of enlist-
ment is out.

I am so well pleased with my
position that | would not change
positions with a captain. We are
situated here, we enjoy ourselves,
as we only have to play for the
government about an hour and a
halfout of 24. The rest ofthe time
we do what we please.

The General gives us privi-
leges that but few solders get.

“Massachusetts executes
their last remaining
conservative.”

Headline in the year 2030

The band has been out serenad-
ing nearly every night since we
have been here for the officers
on such occasions. The best of
wines and liquors are placed
before us. To partake of this is
an awful place for a temperance
man.

I don't think | am in much
danger. | was never much of a
hand to drink spirits and less
so now than ever.
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I will enclose my photograph
in this and should be very much
pleased to receive yours in re-
turn. It isn’'t as good as | could
wish, but is the best | have. If
this meets with your approba-
tion, | shall expect an answer
soon. Most respectfully yours,

Theo. Pomeroy

1st Brigade Band

3rd Div. 15 Army Corp.

Detailing, Inc.

Full Menu of Automotive Detailing Services

HandWash
A-La-Carte Services

SPEEDLINER (Truck Bed Liners)

Gift Certificates

Call Now for Your Appointment

Hours: Monday thru Saturday 7:30 a.m.—5:30 p.m.

Pick Up and Delivery Service Available

Phone: 256-489-1227 (ICAR)
Fax:  256-489-9702

301 Brown Street
Huntsville, AL 35805

South

Nonb
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Cannons
from
Huntsville

by Charles Rice

The outbreak of war caught
the South woefully unprepared
to do battle with the much more
industrialized North. Indeed,
the Confederacy seemed lacking
almost everything needed to fight
for its independence, even such
obvious necessities as guns and
gunpowder. To help fill the
shortage, iron and brass found-
ries across the South shifted
their production to war items,
and the Madison Iron Works of
Huntsville was no exception.

The Madison Iron Works
was a thriving business on the
west side of Mill Street only a
block away from the Memphis
and Charleston Railroad depot.
The large multistory brick
buildings normally produced
items of a more peaceable na-
ture. Their prewar advertise-
ments offered mill machinery
castings and gin gears for plan-
tation owners, plus stoves, coal
grates, fire dogs, ovens, bakers,
skillets, stew pots, sink pans,
and wash tubs for the house-
wife. Some of the iron fences
and balconies that still exist in
Huntsville’s historic districts
might well have been produced
by the Madison Iron Works.

The Madison Iron Works
were owned by the firm of J. R.
and Company, which was com-
posed of John R. Young, An-
drew D. Lighton, Joseph

“By the time he was admitted,
his rapid heart had stopped,
and he was feeling much
better.”

Seen on Scottsboro patient's
hospital chart

Armbruster,
Hamel.
Possibly using the city’s old
brass howitzer as a pattern,
John Young set to work manu-
facturing big guns for the South.
On July 17, 1861, the Hunts-
ville Democrat noted the

and John Z.

company’s success. “A few days
ago,” wrote editor John With-
ers Clay, “we were shown by Mr.
James Crawford at the Hunts-
ville Machine Shop of the Mem-
phis & Charleston Railroad
three beautiful iron 6 pounders
which were cast in our city in

Cunningham’s
Bargain Furniture

Shabby Chic
Lamps

Patio Furniture
Stone Garden decor

Living room pieces
Desks

Dressers & small tables
Wicker and Rattan

Furniture for every room of the home at
Bargain Basement Prices!

(256) 536-3071

707 Andrew Jackson Way, just north of Mullins Restaurant

Mon-Fri 10-5 Sat 10-4



the foundry of our enterprising
fellow citizen J. R. Young &
Company and bored out and
finished at the machine shop
under Mr. Crawford’s direc-
tions.”

By the middle of August, no
less than seven cannons had
been cast, bored, and mounted
through the combined efforts of
John Young and James
Crawford. This was no small
achievement for a company that
had only recently been making
mostly household goods. John
Young became even more ambi-
tious, trying to produce rifling
equipment to turn out even
longer range guns for his
adopted South. Evidently im-
pressed by their products, Colo-
nel Josiah Gorgas of the Con-
federate Ordnance Department
ordered several of the cannons
sent to him at Richmond, Vir-
ginia.

Production continued with-
out let up and in November
Samuel Tate, an aide to General
Albert Sidney Johnston, re-
ported, “l can get six guns a week
cut and bored at Huntsville,
from 6 pounder to 24 pounder
howitzer.”

Tragically, John Young died
on December 13, 1861 at the
early age of only 42. However,
cannon construction continued
under the supervision of James
Crawford. On February 8,
1862, A. J. Hopper, a Memphis
& Charleston official, wrote to

General Johnston that the
Huntsville machine shop had a
6 pounder Parrot gun rifled and
mounted on a carriage, though
still needing the wheels. Another
gun had been bored and rifled,
but lacked its carriage.

With this last mention, all
record of cannon production in
Huntsville ends. Perhaps the
casting ceased with the death of
John Young, and Jimmy
Crawford simply finished those
he already had. On the other
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hand, production might have
continued until the city was oc-
cupied and the machine shops
taken over by the Union forces.
Whatever the answer, at least
one thing is certain.

Some of those big guns that
belched fire and roared in an-
ger on battlefields across the
South bore a familiar label. It
said very simply, “Made in
Huntsville.”

“Gentlemen, it is better to
have died a small boy than to
fumble this football.”

John Heisman

ett Nursen

Our chrysanthemums are here!

Walk through our designed gardens to get

ideas for your own!

Our experienced staff is

ready to help you.

7002 Memorial Parkway N.
Huntsville, Alabama 35810

SLINKARD WOODCRAFT, LLC

Greg Slinkard
111 Benson Circle

Huntsville, Al 35806

Office (256) 859-4020
Cell  (256) 653-1703
Fax  (256) 859-9800

email: slin3305@bellsouth.net
Custom Cabinets &
Outdoor Kitchens

Your outdoor kitchen specialist

Visitwww.outdoorkitchensbyatlantis.com


mailto:slin3305@bellsouth.net
Visitwww.outdoorkitchensbyatlantis.com
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Dear
Mother

Huntsville, Ala

March 14th, 1862

My dear Mother,

As time and opportunity
present themselves now better
than they have in a month. | will
write.

A great many sick are at this
place from our Company. They
are sent here in the cars, and
very often box cars with no
accommodations or seats of any
kind are placed. They come with
the intentions of entering the
Hospital - but such a one as |
have seen here | would sooner
remain in my tent and risk all
chances than enter one.

George Riley, brother to
Frank, now lies in one of those
houses, dignified by the name
Hospital.

It consists of three small
rooms, with about twenty or
thirty sick, in chairs - no beds
except their blankets on the
floor and in fact no conve-
niences of any kind.

W. Malone and myself suc-
ceeded in getting a private house
and we are fixed as well as we
could wish. | am staying with
Mr. Leftwich ofthis place, a hard-
ware merchant.

So you see | am well attended
to, even if | am on the sick list.
The citizens are doing their best
for the sick. They have been go-
ing to the hospital every day and
are carrying them to their
homes. | did not intend enter-
ing one (hospital) when | came
if there was any possible chance
of doing otherwise.

Your affectionate son,

Burton

Co. A

Third Alabama Cavalry

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 12,2009 @ 4:00 P.M.

AT: B & W AUCTION
356 CAPSHAW ROAD
MADISON, AL 35757

B & W Auction is pleased to announce the auction of the personal property of Mr.
Fred D. Inglis, Deceased, of Decatur, Alabama. Mr. Inglis ran the ""Belle Mina
Grocery & Furniture Co." for over 30 years. In addition, he was the owner of the
""Inglis House" off of Bank Street in Decatur.

A partial listing includes: One-of-a-kind mahogany flat-front cased Regina 12 Disc
automatic changer w/ 35+ discs, burl walnut dropfront secretary, early cherry chest, early
bracket footed chest w/ desk insert, birdseye maple 2-door wardrobe w/ bevel mirrors,
early walnut "swellfront" buffet, mahogany knockdown wardrobe, mahogany music cabi-
net, walnut marble top washstand, cherry 2-drawer stand, 6 panel "punched tin" pie safe,
Canterbury magazine rack, walnut Victorian plant stand, metal & oak coal hods, rataan
chair, post office boxes from the "Tanner post Office", round marble-top coffee table, turtle
top marble top table, walnut hall tree, unusual correspondence desk, 7-drawer spool cabi-
net, blanket box, mahogany tea cart, set of 4 needlepoint hiprest chairs, tapestry rocker
(Karpen Fum. Co.), carpet rocker, 3 pairs of cane bottom chairs, 1-drawer cherry stand,
ladies slant front desk, butcher's block w/carving board, brass & marble plant stand, super
fireplace accessories, walnut gateleg dropleaf sofa table, day bed, 3-piece black walnut
bedroom suite (Davis Cabinet Co.), Mueller & Co. case clock, several nice oak hanging wall
cabinets, Duncan Phyfe sofa, cherry dropleaf tables, early pine kitchen table, mahogany
Queen Ann settee, pine blanket chest, mahogany game table, 3-piece walnut Eastlake
marble top bedroom suite, Kimball piano & bench, his & her "Steeple! chairs, Victorian
style sofa, primitive comer cabinet, nice Victrola cabinet, knockdown wardrobe, needle-
point chairs, primitive washstand, large picture frame (signed by Boulanger), 58-piece
Wallace Sterling "Irving" pattern, "Yeager" card table w/ 5 folding chairs, mahogany foyer
table, oak machinist box, nice unusual porcelain sink, empire sideboard, 25+ shadowbox
frames, 2 piano lamps, several nice table lamps, China clock, American Fostoria punchbowl
& stand, the "Lion” commercial coffee grinder, and many, many more items!

NO Buyers Premium (256) 837-1559 / (256) 837-8377
Major Credit Cards Accepted
Go To: www.auctionzip.com Auctioneer ID# 5484 for Pictures, Listing & Directions Over
750 items for sale! Building will be full!
Climate-Controlled, Smoke-free Facility

Wilson Hilliﬁir‘d SL#97 / Bill Ombum, SL#683
- X.ui,1 ilimii'i hil m meagsa...._ —

SPARKMAN MARBLEYV

SSS i

AND GRANITE

HUNTSVILLE'S OLDEST FAMILY OWNED
MONUMENT COMPANY SINCE 1892

1111 WELLS AVE.
HUNTSVILLE AL 35801


http://www.auctionzip.com
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Open Daily 10-5

Sunday 1-5

Located in the historic three-story, 23,000 square-foot Lombardo
building andfeaturing over 80 dealers

Now!!!

1992, the centennial year of the University
of Alabama football program, the Crimson Tide
won its 12th national championship. Few ma-
jor college football programs can claim as many.
Through the medium of photography, this book
tells the story of the greatness of University
of Alabama football, from its origins as a club
sport in 1892, through the death of its most
famous head coach, Paul W. Bryant. Over the
course of those nine decades, Alabama would
win 11 of its 12 national championships and
forever change the face of college football.

Railroad Station Antiques -

Shaver’s

Top 10 Books of Local &
Regional Interest

1. Historic Photos of University of
Alabama Football: by Joseph “Woody”
Woodruff  $35.00

2. Historic Photos of Huntsville
by Jacque Gray Reeves $39.95

3. True Tales of Old Madison
County by Virgil (Pat) Jones $7.95

4. When Spirits Walk: Madison
County Ghost Stories  $16.95

5.  Killingsworth Cove on
Hurricane Creek - BACK IN STOCK!
$12.95

6. Scenic North Alabama: A
Travel Guide to Canyons, Caverns,
Waterfalls and Bridges, Natural and
Covered $26.95

7. Lily Flagg: Huntsville's Famous
Cow by Doris Gilbreath $13.95

8. Lessons from the Skillet (Lick
Skillet, Alabama) Revised editition by
Harold Fanning $13.95

9. Shaping Huntsville by Michael
Ward $30.00

10. Long Ago in Madison County
(for children) Hardback $13.95,
Paperback $7.95

(256) 533-6550

Shaver’s Books - (256) 533-7364 Email shaversbks@comcast.net


mailto:shaversbks@comcast.net

