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“We were divinely 
innocent.”

That was Alton 
Delmore’s late-life summary 
of the Delmore Brothers’ 
rise to the top of the coun­
try / hillbilly music world in 
the nineteen thirties and 
forties, and the hard plunge 
back to reality in Huntsville, 
Alabama, where the jagged 
pieces of shattered dreams 
and disillusion couldn’t be 
confined in a bottle.

They knew all about the 
music, but they knew 
nothing about the music 
business, a cut-throat world 
of no quarter, where the 
pickers made all the music 
and sang like angels, and the 
businessmen made all the 
money like the devils they 
were.
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Lewter's Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather, 
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington 
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with 
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.
While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more 

employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers 
insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the 
same location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777
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Alton 
Delmore

by Rick Carter

It was bitterly cold in Okla­
homa City, and it was Thanksgiv­
ing Day,

Alton Delmore had the bad 
head. He wore most of the 
clothes he owned, but still shiv­
ered. He could see his breath in 
the air. Condensation was fro­
zen on the inside of the window. 
There was snow on the ground. 
As a boy back in Alabama, snow 
was rare, and a treat. Snow in 
a cold town far from home just 
makes it seem colder. He 
huddled closer to the small 
space heater. It was over­
matched in the drafty, wrong- 
side-of-the-tracks motel room. 
The tinny radio put out almost 
as much heat. He turned it on 
and waited for some music. It 
wasn’t quite noon and the 
preachers still owned the air­
waves and raved for the saved 
and the sinners.

Alton shook his head and re­
membered the last song the 
Delmore Brothers sang on the 
Grand Ol’ Opry back in ‘39; 
“What Would You Give In Ex­
change For Your Soul.” He didn’t 
have much left to give. He had 

pawned, drank and eaten most of 
his possessions. There was the 
little round dialed Zenith, and his 
guitar, but the radio would be 
pawned soon. His shaking hand 
rasped across three days of gray­
ing beard.

Alton knew that all over the 
country families were gathered, 
giving thanks for the groaning 
tables loaded with turkey and 
dressing, cranberry sauce, 
mashed potatoes and gravy, 
green beans, hot buttered rolls, 
mince meat and pumpkin pies.

He licked his lips and stud­
ied his Thanksgiving dinner.

It was a mayonnaise sand­
wich.

There are sounds the poor 
and hungry know that the rich 
never hear. One is the unmis­
takable clanking of a metal knife 
inside an apparently empty glass 
jar. Alton was able to scrape Just 
enough mayo from the streaks 
on the jar’s sides and bottom 
to spread a thin white layer be­
tween a couple of Wonder bread 
heels. The bread was past stale, 
but still edible after he pinched 
the blue-green hairy stuff from 
the edges.

Yesterday’s ketchup sand­
wich was better, but the ketchup 
was gone, too.

He tried to give thanks to a 
Lord gone deaf for what he did 
have. He knew all too well that 
others had less. There was an 
old saying in the south: “You can’t
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get no poorer than dead.”

By that measure, his brother, 
Rabon, was much poorer than 
him.

His aching head was as full 
as his stomach was empty. 
Memories pooled behind his 
eyes and a bit of one trickled 
down his cheek when he thought 
about home, and the meals his 
mama used to put on the table. 
It was poor people food, simple 
country food, and often there 
wasn’t much of it. But he’d love 
to have a small plate of it now.

What he really used to look 
forward to after church was 
Sunday dinners at his Uncle 
Merritt Compton’s house, over 
in Elkmont. The Comptons were 
his mother’s people and they were 
a little better off than the Delmore 
clan and were really good to them. 
Sunday was the one day of the 
week he used to feel full in all 
ways.

A tall, thin man when well 
fed, Alton was gaunt and hungry 
as he eyed his Thanksgiving feast 
on that empty Thursday morning.

His mouth watered and he 
could almost smell the fried 
green tomatoes, okra, sweet 
creamed corn, crispy fried 
chicken, cornbread. He wished 
he had a tinkling glass of that 
sweet iced tea with a big slice of 
lemon floating on top.

Wishing won’t make it so.

America’s Cruise Specialists •
Millions of people are discovering that cruises are the 

best vacation value today ... shouldn’t you? 
WE SELL ALL MAJOR LINES
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NORWEIGIAN
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OCEANIA
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ROYAL CARIBBEAN 
CELEBRITY
DISNEY
CRYSTAL
CUNARD
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CRUISES INC.

• Cruises from 3 to 30 days
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Where Personal Service & Great Rates Meet

Call Donna Brown
(256) 489-3358 / (888) 702-3108

www.MagicWandCruises.com
Sign-up for Esavers and a chance 

to WIN A FREE CRUISE!

What he had was a jelly glass 
full of rusty water from the 
banging pipes in the nasty little 
bathroom’s sink.

Another reason he liked 
Sunday at the Compton’s was 
that their house was next to the 
L&N Railroad tracks. The 
trestle at Decatur was the only 
rail bridge over the Tennessee 
River in that part of Alabama. 
All the north and southbound 
rail traffic passed their back 
door in Limestone county. He 
never forgot the thrill, awe and 
wonder of the huge, roaring lo­
comotives as they belched 
smoke, steam and cinders. Like 
long black dragons they crawled 
down the tracks and tried to 
gain enough speed to fly.

He even loved the sulfurous 
smell of the black smoke. Mama 
said that was the smell of the 
brimstone in hell, and would be 
the first thing a sinner smelled 
when he woke up dead. Trains 
had always fed his wanderlust. For 
all their plaintive, lonesome 
sound in a distant lifetime, train 
whistles were the sound of some­
one going somewhere.

“An armed man is a citizen. 
An unarmed man is a 

subject.”

Jeremy Frazier, Arab

Hall B. Bryant, Jr 
Proprietor J

534-0781
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You've trusted Huntsville Hospital all your life for excellence in surgery. Now you can find that same expertise in a more 

convenient setting in Huntsville Hospital's new Outpatient Surgery Center in the Governors Medical Tower on Gallatin 

Street. With easy in-and-out parking, plenty of space for family and even a Grab 'N'Go snack shop, we make your experience 

as simple as possible. And isn't it nice to know that you are adjacent to one of Alabama's largest surgical centers?

Visit us online at huntsvillehospital.org to see our facility. The technology and the team that you expect from the region's 

leading hospital are now available to serve you in Huntsville Hospital's Outpatient Surgery Center. It's a new way of 

taking care of you from the hospital that you’ve trusted for generations.
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huntsvlllehospital.org Experience...The Difference.

huntsvillehospital.org
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Just as the radio quit preach­

ing and started to sing, the noon­
time Norfolk Southern drowned 
it out. The rattling, clanging beast 
shook the little table until his wa­
ter danced over the jelly jar rim. 
The steel wheels screeched and 
made a ka-click-a-clack rhythm 
as they passed over the joints in 
the rails. The train shook every­
thing in the room, including Alton, 
down to the marrow and his soul.

Right on time, the engineer 
loosed a blast of the whistle for 
the downtown crossing, Alton 
knew this train whistle was the 
sound of him going nowhere — 
unless the brimstone odor that 
wafted through the drafty room 
was a clue.

After the train passed, he 
heard a familiar tune on the ra­
dio. It was Rosemary Clooney’s 
new hit song, “Beautiful, Beauti­
ful Brown Eyes,” a song Alton had 
co-written with Arthur Smith. 
Besides Cloony’s version, nu­
merous other top artists of the 
day had a hit with it. It should 
have been the answer to 
Delmore’s financial problems. 
The royalties would have been 
enormous. But Delmore’s pub­
lishing company and Smith’s 
different publishing company 
engaged in a legal battle that kept 
the royalties tied up for years.

Needing money really badly 
then, Alton had sold his rights 
for a small amount of money, 
some say it was only fifteen dol­
lars, and that was long gone.

He looked at his guitar and 
knew he would have to get a 

L. Thomas Ryan, Jr.
Attorney At Law
2319 Market Place, Suite B
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 

Telephone Fax
(256) 533-1103 (256) 533-9711

ESTATE PLANNING, LIVING TRUSTS,
WILLS, PROBATE

"No Representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the
quality of legal services performed by other lawyers."

couple of jobs and stay away from 
the corner store long enough to 
save enough money to get to the 
bus station and buy a ticket to 
ride a big dog home.

For all the thousands of 
times the Delmore Brothers had 
sung “The Brown’s Ferry Blues,” 
Alton had them now worse than 
ever before in his life. His brother 
Rabon’s death from cancer in De­
cember of 1952 left Alton 
depressed and with a loss of in­
terest in music.

That pine box in the cold, 
red clay of the City Cemetery in 
Athens, Alabama held more 
than a man. Though Rabon was 
but half their act, the whole of 
the Delmore Brothers was bur­
ied there.

* * * *

“We were divinely innocent.”
That was Alton Delmore’s late- 

life summary of the Delmore 
Brothers’ rise to the top of the 
country / hillbilly music world in 
the nineteen thirties and forties, 
and the hard plunge back to real­
ity in Huntsville, Alabama, where 
the jagged pieces of shattered 
dreams and disillusion couldn’t be 
confined in a bottle.

They knew all about the mu­
sic, but they knew nothing about 
the music business, a cut-throat 
world of no quarter, where the 
pickers made all the music and 
sang like angels, and the busi­
nessmen made all the money like 
the devils they were.

After the Great Depression 
took their daddy’s good public

CLOUD NINE
AMTA In-House Massages

Terese Stevens, LMT
Alabama License #992

Swedish
Neuromuscular
Deep Tissue
Phone:256/337-6989

Gift Certificates for All Occasions

Windsor House
Nursing Home / Rehab Facility

Our team approach to rehabilita­
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enhance the quality of life and by re­
shaping abilities and teaching new 
skills. We rebuild hope, self-respect 
and a desire to achieve one's highest 
level of independence.

*Complex Medical Care 
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‘Long Term Care

Our team includes Physicians, 
Nurses, Physical Therapist, Occupa­
tional Therapist, Speech Therapist, 
Activity Director and Registered 
Dietician

A place you can call home....
4411 McAllister Drive 

Huntsville, Alabama 35805 

(256) 837-8585

Xincolti
Center Antiques

1214 Meridian Street NE 
Tues - Sat 11-5

536-3117
Antiques, Fine 

Furniture, 
Books, Artwork 

and a large 
selection of 
Collectibles.

Visit us at
www.lincolncenterantiques.net

http://www.lincolncenterantiques.net
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work job, the Delmore Brothers 
became the sons of sharecrop­
pers, a couple of hard-scrabble 
country boys from Limestone 
County, Alabama who liked to 
play their guitars and sing. It was 
all about the music. With the re­
ally talented ones, it always is.

The first song Alton co-wrote 
was a gospel number written with 
his mother. After his brother, 
Rabon learned to play the tenor 
guitar — a small, four-stringed 
instrument rarely seen in those 
days, or now — the boys discov­
ered that they had a unique way 
of harmonizing.

They had no way of knowing 
just how unique they were and 
how far-reaching their influence 
would eventually become. Their 
close harmonies and guitar 
picking helped shape the world 
of country music, and eventu­
ally rockabilly and even rock and 
roll.

Early on, they learned to 
play the folk songs their 
granddaddy’s family brought 
with them from the hills of the 
Carolinas, and imitated what they 
heard played on WSM Radio's 
Grand Ol’ Opry, broadcast live 
every Saturday night from Nash­

ville.
In the night, WSM’s power­

ful AM signal radiated the Opry’s 
music through the air like 
magic to the far reaches of the 
south’s isolated hills and 
hollers.

After it was too dark to 
plow, the mules were fed, and 
their suppers eaten, families 
and neighbors gathered around 
radios wherever anyone was 
lucky enough to own them. 
Things were shared back in 
those days. The Opry was 
something people looked for­
ward to all week. They ate 
smoky flavored popcorn from 
fireplaces and drank lemonade. 
The menfolk sometimes slipped 
outside for a sip or two of the 
devil’s ’shine, squeezed by his 
fire from sour corn mash in 
thumping stills in the hills by 
the creeks.

Liquor and music have al­
ways mixed together easily, if not 
well.

The boys continued to prac­
tice, but hadn’t played publicly 
except in front of friends and fam­
ily. By this time, they had moved 
from Elkmont down to a place 
near the Brown’s Ferry Crossing,

HOME & HEARTH, INC.
Since 1981

Come in and let us tell you 
about the new economic 

stimulus tax credit available 
to you with purchase of one 

of our wood stoves or 
inserts......up to $1,500.00

2611 University Drive 
Huntsville, Al 35816 
534-1715 534-8199

Bananas have a natural 
antacid effect on the body, 
so if you have heartburn, 
eat a banana for soothing 

relief.

HALL BROTHERS MOVING
Huntsville’s Choice for Local & Long Distance Moving
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Records Storage 
Guaranteed Pick-up &
Delivery Dates
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Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
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Free Estimates

Packaging & Crating 
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just north of where the nuclear 
plant stands today.

In his biography, “Truth Is 
Stranger Than Publicity,” Alton 
Delmore wrote, “ The very first 
place we played in a fiddler’s 
convention was over in Western 
Limestone County at Clements 
High School, near the Elk River. 
There was a good crowd there 
and those people know fine 
music when they hear it.”

Alton said, “People knew the 
pay for the winners of the fid­
dlers’ convention was extraor­
dinary at Clements High School. 
Some of the bands came from 
as far away as Huntsville, Ala­
bama, and even from the South­
ern part of Tennessee. There in 
fine tune and ready to go. They 
were (some of them) real fin­
ished musicians and made you 
dig for the prize money if you 
were to win it.

“In my heart today I am sin­
cerely proud Clements High 
School was the first place we 
ever played. I am grateful for all 
the good music lovers who live 
down there in that part of the 
country. We took the second 
prize. I’ve forgotten what it was. 
Some money, though, and in 
those days we could use it.”

The brothers continued to 
polish their craft and won a num­
ber of fiddler conventions in the 
next couple of years. Alton repeat­
edly wrote letters to record com­
panies hoping to land them a re­
cording deal, but no one was in­
terested.

That Rabon and Alton were 
ages ten and eighteen when they 
started performing must have 
been a factor. With no demo 
tapes for the record companies 
to hear, their ages may have 
ruled them out from the start.

That changed quickly about 
1930, after they won the presti­
gious Fiddler’s Convention at Ath­
ens’ Agricultural School. They re­
ceived an offer to come “try out” 
for a record company in Atlanta.

The trip to Atlanta was made 
with their cousin in his car, who 
drove, and a friend went along 
for the ride. Car travel in those 
days was always an adventure, 
and fixing flats was just part of 
the deal. They carried a hand 
air pump, glue, various tools 
and materials like shoe leather, 
rubber, even cloth to use for 
“boots” to repair the tires.

The boys had heard horror 
stories about people getting 
food poisoning in roadside res­
taurants and weren’t about to 
trust them. Before they left, 
Alton packed a number of sack 
lunches and loaded up on “trail 
food,” canned Vienna sausages, 
pork and beans, sardines, cheese, 
bread, bologna and crackers.

They were a couple of good ol’ 
boys from the town of Elkmont. 
Athens was a city to them - and 
they didn’t like all the tall build-
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"Being able to remain in his home is very important to him," says Herman's daughter Penny Patterson. "Accordance 
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For over a year. Accordance's Amelia Gibson has nurtured a special relationship with Mr. Libbe that transcends 
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Like many adult children of aging parents. Penny has a busy personal life, which presents challenges in her 
ability to offer constant attention to her father. Accordance offers Penny a solution - call it a silver lining - to that 
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ings there. Decatur was worse. 
The buildings were even taller. It 
was just way too big. The people 
weren’t very friendly. Years later, 
Alton would add. “I still don’t like 
Decatur.”

Atlanta was unbelievable; 
they just thought they had seen 
tall buildings before. Their 
necks hurt from looking up so 
much. It was a major case of 
“country comes to town.” They 
couldn’t stand the noise, the traf­
fic, honking horns, hurried 
people, and the strange smells.

They might have to be in At­
lanta to record, but they didn’t 
have to sleep there. All those 
buildings blocked the sun in the 
daytime, and all the lights made 
the night into day.

They drove out in the Geor­
gia countryside and took back- 
woods roads, not knowing ex­
actly what they were looking for 
until they found a sawmill. The 
pine sawdust smelled like 
home. It also sounded like home. 
The crickets and cicadas provided 
the dinner music as they ate their 
pork and bean supper. They wal-

(5alon ^qIIq

Audra Wilson
Melissa Steelman

Expert Hair Care

1701 University Dr. 
(comer Church and Pratt) 
(256) 534-5002 

lowed out shallow depressions in 
the warm sawdust, snuggled in, 
and slept well. They were up be­
fore sunrise, before the sawmill 
hands came to work, and went 
back to the dreaded city to audi­
tion and record their first records.

Years later, Alton reportedly 
admitted there was a little more 
to the sawmill story; one big rea­
son they didn’t want to sleep in a 
motel was they had no idea how 
much it might cost, and no clue 
how to go about registering and 
checking into one. They didn’t 
want to ask anyone, for the fear 
that somebody might think they 
were “country.”

That they showed up at their 
first recording session in sleep- 
rumpled clothes and smelling of 
pine sawdust probably gave 
them away anyway. If it didn’t, I’m 
sure it was known after they didn’t 
know what the “little round can

Lawren*s
809 MADISON STREET 

HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

BRIDAL REGISTRY
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Bar&
Open at
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We’re on Facebook! Look for us on 
Furniture Factory Bar & Grill!

Open Tues. - Sat. for fine dining 

(256) 539-8001 
619 Meridian Street
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thing” was that they placed in front 
of them during the audition.

It was a microphone, the first 
one they’d ever seen.

Amplified sound proved a 
boon for the soft-singing broth­
ers and they were smart enough 
to adapt their music to the me­
dium of radio, something that 
propelled them to the top of the 
country music world of the 
1930’s and 40’s.

They returned home to 
Brown’s Ferry, heroes to the lo­
cals. They had “made good’ as 
far as their friends and neigh­
bors were concerned. They were 
recording stars and everywhere 
they went, people knew who they 
were.

Their first record was released 
a few months later. It was 
“Alabama Lullaby,” and “Kansas 
City Blues “ It was 1931, and the 
Great Depression hurt record 
sales everywhere. Still, the 
Delmores’ first recording sold a 
respectable 500 copies.

They also received a warning 
from a songwriter from the 
1920’s, Hugh Cross who had 
been taken badly. They were told 
(sic) “Keep up with your business 
or some of these people will beat 
you out of your money.” They

“In need of a support group? 
Happy Hour with the girls!’

Vivian Kruse, Huntsville
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Changing the Landscape 
of Huntsville! 

heeded it, but the future proved 
they didn’t heed it well enough.

Alton had sent letters and 
their recordings to WSM in 
Nashville, and less than a year 
after they returned from Atlanta 
they were invited to try out for the 
Grand Ol’ Opry.

They were accepted. Less 
than a year after the 15 and 23 
year-old brothers first left 
Brown’s Ferry for Atlanta, they 
had reached the pinnacle. They 
were performers on a show heard 
across the land. The home folks 
gathered around their radios to 
hear them.

People assumed everyone 
who performed on the Opry 
made big money for their ap­
pearances. Not so: the Opry 
management made big money, 
but the performers hardly made 
gas and food money. The 
Delmore brothers traveled back 
and forth to Nashville weekly for 
five dollars each, and never 
made more than that for the 
entire eight years they played 
there.

For the eight years the 
Delmore Brothers played on the 
Grand Ol’ Opry, they often outsold 
the biggest stars there, including 
the immortal Hank Williams Sr.

They had the love of the 
people, but the managers of the­
aters and other venues where they 
should have been booked didn’t 
want them. They didn’t make a 
personal appearance for more
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four-letter word 
associated with 

moving and storage.

Easy.
PODS is a whole new way 

to move and store that's a lot less 
stressful and a lot more conve­
nient. With PODS, you can take 
your time moving or storing your 
belongings. We deliver a POD 
right to your door, you pack it at 
your own pace and we deliver it 
anywhere coast to coast or to our 
dry and secure warehouse. It's 
that simple.

Consider it moving and stor­
age on your own terms, without 
the time-constraints, deadlines or 
cursing.

PODS
Portntolr* On D-mnnd

1-888-776-PODS
www.PODS.com

http://www.mclaincommercial.com
mailto:dsmclain@ccim.net
http://www.PODS.com
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than a year after they got the Opry 
gig. They were “too country,” a la­
bel they fought their entire career.

They left the Opry after they 
were given the ultimatum that if 
they didn't sign over all the 
rights to their music, they would 
be kicked off the show. They left. 
WLS offered them a deal, but 
after they got to Chicago, they 
found out it was no different 
than Nashville. They wanted all 
the song rights, too.

Royalties were small to non­
existent for record sales — one- 
half to one cent per record.

The Delmores consistently 
ended up on the short end of 
the stick in almost every busi­
ness venture they entered into.

Alton co-founded King 
Records with the agreement he’d 
own ten-percent, but never saw 
ten cents, much less his ten per­
cent.

The Delmores got Roy Acuff, 
the King of Country Music, his 
first job on the Grand OF Opry. 
Acuff is but one of the many 
stars they helped establish who 
went on to riches for their work 
while the Delmores always 
struggled.

Alton Delmore authored and 
co-wrote a thousand songs, and 
had hit records, including “The 
Brown’s Ferry Blues,” “Blues 
Stay Away From Me,” and 
“Mockingbird,” but had little to 
show for it.

It is small wonder Alton be­
came a bitter, depressed man af­
ter his brother’s death. He quit 

music for the most part, moved 
here to Huntsville and did odd jobs 
just to survive, including a paper 
route, and giving guitar lessons. 
He spent an increasing amount of 
time at The R&R Bar on Clinton 
Street.

He died In Huntsville on June 
9th, 1964 from complications 
from liver disease. He never knew 
that the immortal Bob Dylan 
credited the Delmores with being 
one of his big influences. The 
Everly brothers freely admitted 
they copied the Delmore Brothers’ 
harmonies for their own sound.

Why the Delmores were never 
given their due respect for their 
originality, talent, and influence on 
contemporary music remains 
something of a mystery. Some 
think it’s because America loves 
tragedy in its stars, and Hank Wil­
liams’ death in the back seat of 
his lime green 1953 Eldorado 
Cadillac on the road on New Years 
Eve, 1952 (he was not “officially” 
pronounced dead until 12:30 Am, 
1953) fit the tragedy formula per-

Free Attorney Consultation for Bankruptcy
The Law Firm of

MITCHELL HOWIE
Legal Services - Probate - Estate Planning - Wills 

533-2400
No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal 

services performed by other lawyers.

Allied
Photocopy

Quality Reproductions 
Black & White & Color

1821 University Drive

539-2973

Sizzling Fajitas Are Our Specialty

See Our MENU in the 
RESTAURANT 
MENU SECTION

1008 MEMORIAL PKWY SW

«*"AII You Care To Eat" Every Wednesday 5PM - 9PM 
Special lunch Buffet Mon - Fri 11AM to 2PM 

Lunch Speciale Saturday & Sunday 
Open 7 Days A Week “-*-*-* -

COMPLETE TAKE OUT MENU # 

BANQUET FACILITIES
WWJP tEFICTlMy WS3F

VOTED HUNTVILLE'S BEST MEXICAN RESTAURANT

156-519-6075 • 256-514-9161
FAX 256-536-4639



Old Huntsville Page 13

OU DAP'S W-S-Q

0
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"It's Cooked In The Pit"
828-8777 828-8778

Bill A Rosemary Leatherwood, owners

Ask For Our Special 
Kid's Menu!

V
Hot Brunswick Stew for Cool Days!

Pork Sandwich 
Chicken Sandwich 
Turkey Sandwich 
Rib Sandwich 
Pork Plate 
1/2 Chicken Plate 
Ribs (Slab) 
Ribs (1/2 Slab) 
Whole Chicken 
Whole Shoulders 
French Fries 
Potato Salad 
Pies
Baked Beans 
Green Beans 
Hushpuppies

There’s nothing better than barbeque!! 
rOrder BBQ, Savory Ribs and all the fixin’s.

Specialty Items 
Salads 
Hot bogs 
Hamburgers 
Slaw bogs 
Chili bogs 
Cheeseburgers 
Plate binners 
Chicken Fingers 
Rib Plates
1,2 A 3 lb. Pork Specials

and much more!!!

Give your wife a break from the kitchen 
tonight! Order OLE DAD’S BAR-B-Q.

We Sell BAR-B-Q by The Poundl
14163 Highway 231/431 North 

Located in the beautiful city of Hazel Green
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fectly.

Hank Williams was the first 
Elvis, the first Michael Jackson 
sudden-death-of-an-entertain- 
ment-icon story of its kind, the 
talented hero felled quickly, 
tragically, far too young.

Perhaps part of the triumph- 
to-tragedy, rags-to-fame-to-rags 
story of the Delmore’s has been 
ignored because it played out 
over a larger number of years. 
They died with a whimper, not 
a bang.

These local boys have never 
received anywhere near the at­
tention and credit they merit. 
When the real story becomes 
more widely known, there’s little 
doubt they will finally receive 
more and more of the acclaim 
they so richly deserve.

New Enterprise
There is a brand new 

manufacturing enterprise 
locating in our city. It is a 
cigar factory, to be located 
on Franklin Street, below 
the post office.

The proprietor, J. B. 
Dierke of Cincinnati, wisely 
decided on Huntsville after 
surveying several other cit­
ies. He informs us that he 
will use only the finest of 
goods, and his work will be 
handmade.

So we will be seeing 
cigars made of only purest 
of tobacco, without the use 
of cabbage leaves, old 
rusty pieces of nails and 
leather.

from 1888 newpaper

Heard on 
the Street 
in 1923

- For sale - Cheap. Hogs and 
pigs. If you want pigs or hogs 
come to see me. D. B. Jett, 
Brownsboro, Route 1

- Wanted: Good cook. Phone 
629 or see Mrs. June Martin, 
Lowe Avenue

- For Sale - one flat top 
mahogany finished desk. Call 
and see. 427 White Street.

- 119 arrests were made by 
the Huntsville police department 
during this month. Arrests for vio­
lating the Sanitary laws, 21, lead 
the list. Stock at large coming next 
with 16 and drunks, 14 coming 
in third on the list. There were 12 
arrests for traffic law violations 
and eleven for affrays, the balance 
were scattered among a large 
number of other causes.

The total fines assessed 
amounted to $1,398.25, collec­
tions being $1,053.25. Fines 
worked out totaled $300.

- Mrs. W. I. Thompson has 
been appointed truant officer of 
Huntsville, succeeding Mrs. T. 
A. Rankin who recently resigned 
the position. Her duties will be to 
see that no child of educatable 
age is kept out of school for other 

Center for Hearing, LLC
7531 S. Memorial Parkway Suite C Huntsville, Al 35802

Maurice Gant, BC-HIS
Board Certified Hearing 

Instrument Specialist

Phone (256) 489-7700

• Free Hearing Tests and Consultations
• Zero down financing with low payments
• Competitive pricing
• Service and repair of all brands and makes of aids
• Hearing aid batteries
• Appointments - Monday thru Friday from (8:00 am 

until 5:00 pm) and Saturday upon request

00508041

Good friends are like stars - 
you don’t always see them, 

but you know they’re 
always there.

West Station 
Antiques 

Come visit us in 
Owens Cross Roads at the 
Historic Hornbuckle Garage 

on old Hwy 431.

Phone (256) 725-BOOK (2665)

Books - Paper Items 
Postcards - Linens - Quilts 
Pottery - China - Glassware 

Sterling Silver - Jewelry 
Furniture

Visit us at our website: 
www.gibsonbooks. com

3037 Old Highway 431
Owens Cross Roads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

New Hours: Thurs - Sat 10 - 5
Sun -1 - 5

http://www.gibsonbooks


than valid reasons.
- Chris Sterit, one of the best 

known farmers of this county, lost 
control of his car here this morn­
ing, plunging into an excavated lot 
and turning over with the driver 
pinned under the wreck. Sterit 
was rushed to a hospital and the 
attending physician says he is 
probably fatally injured.

- During the heavy electrical 
storm of Wednesday night a 
barn belonging to James Bryce, 
New Hope, was struck by light­
ning and destroyed together with 
its contents of feedstuffs and 
farm machinery. The damage 
will reach approximately $2500 
with no insurance.

- In Florence, Ala Keeton, an 
18-year old boy, was struck on 
the head with a pick handle by 
Morris Nickols, age 16 at Wil­
son dam last night and died at 
a local infirmary today. The two 
boys were employed on the night 
shift at the dam. The fracas that 
resulted in the death of Keeton 
arose over an attempt on his 
part to throw water on the 
younger boy, according to a 
statement of the foreman in the 

adjoining section.
- Daniel Healy, young man 

of Scottsboro, coughed up a bul­
let that has been lodged in his 
throat for 3 months. It was 
badly needed as evidence in the 
trial of Peter McLean for mur­
der. Physicians had feared to 
operate but now won't have to.

- Colonel Lee Fearn Irwin, 83, 
Confederate veteran, former as­
sistant postmaster and for many 
years commercial editor of the 
Mobile Register, died here in 
Huntsville Tuesday. He was active 
in his newspaper duties up to a

Viduta Festival on Monte Sano Mountain 
October 31, 2009 10:30 am - 3 pm

Bring the Whole Family for a Fun Day
To be held at the Monte Sano Methodist Church

Historic Presentation
Walking Tour
Hay Rides
Games 
BBQ Lunch No Charge

Call Rev. Dale Clem for info (256) 533-6083
All Monies made go to the Monte Sano Methodist Church

month ago.
- A woman here claimed in 

court that her husband left her for 
another woman. He left her with 
seven children, and told her that 
he had found the love of his life in 
Decatur, Alabama. The newest 
love is a widow and has 6 girls 
and 4 boys. It seems the husband 
enjoys being a father, but the lat­
est news out of Montgomery 
claims that this same gentleman 
has 4 other wives, all thinking that 
he is faithful to the one. Men in 
Huntsville are shaking their heads 
at such a folly.

Bake Sale 
Silent Auction
Tag Sale
Entertainment

©iff Still
Attorney £!l Suuu

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury
* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A Job - It’s Our Mission”

920 Merchants Walk (256) 534-4502 Office
Suite B (256) 534-4503 Fax
Huntsville, Al (256) 233-3328 (Athens)

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed 
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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Commodities
by Austin Miller

Recently, in the grocery 
store, I got behind an attractive, 
well-dressed young lady in the 
checkout lane that paid with 
food stamps. I couldn't help but 
take notice that she had items 
that most people would not con­
sider a necessity and I fought 
back an urge to be judgmental. 
My negative thoughts were 
ameliorated somewhat when I 
though back to the mid fifties when 
my family got commodities.

Commodities were surplus 
United States Department of 
Agriculture food that the govern­
ment gave out to families in 
need. The handouts consisted of 
dried beans, rice, lard, butter, 
canned meat, flour and cheese.

There may have been other 
staples that I have forgotten. The 
two items that people enjoyed 
the most was the canned meat 

and cheese. The meat was very 
tasty but some people wouldn't 
eat it because they thought it was 
horse meat. The cheese was the 
best. It came un-refrigerated in a 
rectangular box about a foot long 
and about five inches high. It was 
given out in huge quantities and 
was shared with many people that 
didn't get commodities.

The food was distributed once 
a month at various locations in the 
community. Ryland people, at 
first, got their free food at Shiloh 
Methodist Church but the location 
was later changed to Central 
School. To qualify all you had to 
do was go to the district Madison 
County Shed at Maysville and de­
clare a low income and say that 
you didn't have money in the 
bank. The man at the county shed

“To see the old is to find 
the new.”

Confucius

I R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC.~~|

533-9016
Woody 

flnd^rson 
ford

On thg corner of 
Jordan tang & 

Sparkman ©rivp

Yes, our trucks come 
with a rearview mirror.

256-539-9441
'rfWtf.woodgaDdg.rsonford.com

No, we haven't used
it in 30 years. BUILT

TOUGH

rfWtf.woodgaDdg.rsonford.com
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took your word and put your name on the com­
modities distribution list.

No family ever worked harder and managed bet­
ter than mine but the rewards were not commensu-

There was no requirement to check identity
and no follow up to verify income. Of course as 
far as identity was concerned, everybody from all

rate with the work and times were often lean. But

directions knew each other.
The year 1954 was one of the driest and hot­

test years on record in Madison County. As a re­
sult we had a total cotton crop failure. At the end 
of the year we had no money to live on. Tradition­
ally it was our family practice to go to town in the 
fall twice a year. The first trip was to buy school 
clothes.

The second trip was for Christmas shopping. 
In the fall of 1954 we were able to buy only the 
barest of necessities. We mostly had to make do 
for another year with what we had. I did get a new 
pair of shoes because the ones I was wearing were 
too little and completely worn out. But not getting 
to buy very much didn't concern me, what both­
ered me was that we received commodities.

There was a stigma attached that I did not like. 
It bothered me a lot that our family and one other 
were the only families at Shiloh Church that got 
the handouts. I would not have gone to church 
during those years if my parents hadn't forcefully 
insisted.

In hindsight what we already had to eat was 
much better. Mama and Daddy raised a huge gar­
den each year and canned enough vegetables each 
summer to last at least three years. Nineteen Fifty 
Four was no different. Also, we had a milk cow, 
killed two hogs, ground our own meal and had 
over a hundred chickens running around in the 
yard. Our problem was lack of cash money.

The blessing was that Mama 
could make the least amount of

even in the leanest times we should have never signed 
up for commodities.

Visit www.chaneyplace.com

2 & 3 bedrooms from $179,900
Call your Senior 
Real Estate 
Specialists for 
care-free living!

Parkway Perimeter

507-A Drake Ave., SE
Huntsville. Al 35801 www.teamrichardrealtor-s.com

John Richard 
Broker 

603-7110

Dick Smith 
Broker Associate

457-3929

nmhi
“Team Richard’'

money go further than anybody I 
ever knew. Not only could she 
stretch a dollar, she could always 
manage to save some of what she 
made. By selling milk, butter and 
eggs she managed to get us 
through that desperate year. 
Somehow she always had money 
for our school lunches, paid our 
electric bill, bought our coal and 
purchased most of the few cook­
ing ingredients that we could not 
grow. Any emergency repair to the 
house was fixed by Daddy with 
scrap materials or if money was 
needed it went un-repaired. I don't 
know what we would have done if 
any of us had gotten sick enough 
to require a doctor or hospitaliza­
tion.

Alpha Estate Sales & Appraisals

Personal Property Collectible & Antique Estate Auction

We will help you sell all of your estate, including fine art,
fyrniture, jewelry, china, porcelain and more

Bob Baker, H.S.C.A.,
Owner
Gary Lee Knight, 
Sales Manager
Visit our website for 

upcoming sales

www.alphaestatesales.corr

Experience, Professionalism 
and Excellence to each of our 

customers

1214 Meridian Street (256) 536-3117

http://www.chaneyplace.com
http://www.teamrichardrealtor-s.com
http://www.alphaestatesales.corr
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Heard On 
the Street 

by Cathey Carney

Tommy Gipson was the 
sharp-eyed reader who called 
first with the correct guess for 
Photo of the Month for Septem­
ber. The handsome boy was 
Harvey Cotten, who gives us 
great gardening & plant informa­
tion each Saturday in the Hunts­
ville Times. He also works really 
hard at the Botanical Gardens. 
Tommy is a carpenter and resi­
dential contractor who loves 
Huntsville’s history - congratula­
tions to you!

Many were so disappointed 
last spring when the Maple Hill 
Cemetery Stroll had to be can­
celled due to heavy rains. Well, 
you’re in luck because it has been 
rescheduled for October 18, a 
Sunday from 2-4:30 and is FREE 
to the public. Any donations re­
ceived go to the cemetery for its 
maintenance and upkeep. Mark 
your calendars - and if you’ve 
never been, it’s a fascinating look 
back at Huntsville’s history, with 
actors standing on selected graves 
to tell visitors about their lives.

We were so saddened to hear 
of the death of Ralph Butler. He 
was the beloved big brother of

Ruth’s Nutrition
Don’t let time slip away.

Herbs - Vitamins - Massage 
Reflexology - Natural Foods 

Master Herbalist - Auricular Therapy 
Magnetic Therapies 

Electrodermal Testing 
Children’s Products

7540-P South Memorial Pkwy (256) 883-4127 
Rosies Shopping Center Open Mon - Sat

Huntsville, Alabama info@ruthsnutition.com

Joyce Russell of Huntsville. We 
send our deepest sympathy to his 
many friends and family.

Happy Birthday to our good 
friend Darryl Goldman! We hope 
you and sweet wife Linda did 
something really fun! Darryl is 
the handsome interim pastor at 
First Presbyterian Church.

Hall Bryant, Jr. looks really 
good to be 125 years old! No, se­
riously, it’s his company that is 
celebrating its anniversary, having 
been founded in 1884 and still 
going strong. H. C. Blake in­
stalled the first indoor plumbing 
at Harrison Brothers downtown, 
and a book could probably be 
written on all the events that have 
taken place over the last 100 + 
years. Congratulations to Hall and 
his employees at H.C. Blake!

Colonial Bank on Church 
Street (now BB&T) employs some 

really hard-working ladies, but 
two of the sweetest ones are 
Thelma Schaefer and Kristyn 
Towers. They are celebrating 
birthdays in October, Thelma’s is 
Oct. 20 and Kristyn’s is Oct. 23.

John Bzdell and Margaret 
Watson went to Louisville, KY re­
cently and supported a local fel­
low school teacher at Challenger. 
Barry Leshinsky, who’s 49 years 
old, had trained for this event for 
over a year. He completed an 
Ironman competition which is a
2.5 mile swim in the river, then a 
112 mile bike race, then ran a 
26.2 mile marathon, all with no 
breaks. It took him a little over
15.5 hours of non-stop effort, and 
his girlfriend Susan Cox was there 
supporting him the whole time!

Mickey Moore and Robert 
Staggs are two of the graduates 
of Huntsville High’s class of 
1959 who will be here celebrat­
ing their 50th. anniversary! There 
were alot of characters in that 
class and they will all be in Hunts­
ville on Oct. 2 and 3 for the fun 
event at Huntsville Depot and 
Earlyworks. The popular band 

Photo of The Month
The first person to correctly 

identify the youngster below wins a 
1 -year complimentary subscription 
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502
Hint: This little boy is one of 

five in the city.

mailto:info@ruthsnutition.com


Reunion will be performing 
Oct. 3rd - for more information 
call Mickey at (256) 541-1430.

Lynn Turton celebrated her 
65th birthday recently, and her 
good friend Gale Nichols says, 
“Happy birthday, you ole heifer!”

A beautiful baby boy named 
Wyatt Daniel Hollingsworth was 
born Sep. 1 to proud parents 
Adam and Mary Hollingsworth. 
Big sister Jade was there to wel­
come the baby boy. Grandparents 
are Larry and Barbara 
Hollingsworth of Gurley, and 
Danny and Kathy Dolberry of 
Woodville. Congratulations!!

So many people were sad­
dened to hear that Susie Hudson 
had passed away, at the young age 
of 68. She was the business­
woman who was known for her 
love of downtown Huntsville and 
is credited with revitalizing down­
town restaurants, condo’s and 
the entertainment scene here. In 
2000 Susie and her husband Jim 
Hudson co-founded Cityscapes, 
which bought old buildings and 
transformed them into beautiful 
apartments, condo’s and restau­
rants. Susie was a kind and gentle 
lady who made people feel good 
just by being close to her. She will 
be terribly missed by her many 
friends and family.

Kerry and Carolyn Pinkerton 
are so proud of their baby grand­
daughter Kennedy. She has the 
biggest brown eyes you’ve ever 
seen, and looks exactly like her 
grandma Carolyn!

Many restaurant patrons 
know Lisa Cook, who has waited 
on many Huntsville folks at the 
Little Diner. She is now working 
at Dee’s Diner, located on 
Oakwood and No. Parkway, and 
her customers are definitely fol­
lowing her to her new location!

It’s hard to believe that Marie 
Hewett is retiring from the busi­
ness she founded, PAMA (Profes­
sional Academy of Modeling & 
Acting). She’s way too young! The 
business will continue, however. 
A fun wine & cheese party was 

held in late August to honor Marie.
It was great to see Ellen 

Holder walking along the Green 
Mountain Nature Trail recently 
with her daughter-in-law Tamra 
Holder and granddaughter 
Noelle. Noelle turns 14 in Octo­
ber and is as beautiful as her 
mom. Tamra and Noelle live in 
Covington, GA and were here for 
a visit. Tamra’s Mom and Dad are 
Steve and Kathy Cotney.

Terese Stevens, owner of 
Cloud Nine, made an interesting 
trip recently. She traveled to Michi­
gan for a family reunion, stopped 
in Cleveland to tour the Rock & 
Roll museum and ended up in 
Tennessee for a BMW motor­
cycle rally with “8,900 of her 
closest friends”, to camp for the 
rest of the weekend. She did all 
of this on her Motoguzzi motor­
cycle and did it solo! 1,841 miles 
in 10 days! Way to go, girl!

Lots of new folks are moving 
to the Huntsville area as a result 
of BRAC, but two we met recently 
are Cynthia Cindric and Mike 
Connor. They have only been here 
a short time but already love 
Huntsville. Having moved from 
the Washington, DC area they 
LOVE our lack of traffic and 
beautiful weather. Welcome!

We were so sorry to hear of the 
death of Shirley Winter, who re­
sided at Redstone Village. She 
was an active member of Temple

Louie Tippett, Owned & Operated 209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville
Specializing in: Carpet, Drapery & Upholstery, Oriental 

Rugs, Mini-Blinds, Removal of Unwanted Odors
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B’nai Shalom Sisterhood, and the 
loving wife for 59 years to Ret. 
Col. Leonard Winter. We send 
our deepest condolences to 
Shirley’s many friends and fam- 
ily who will miss her so much.

Have a safe & fun October & 
watch over your neighbors!
F

Discount Designer Shoes 
& Upscale Consignment 

Clothing

Prada 

St. John

Stuart Weitzman

Miu Miu 

Ferragamo 
Gucci

Chanel 

Valentino

Cole Haan

Fendi *
... And Many More!_______

Five Points - Wellman Ave,

(256) 489-7837

UNITED 
FIRE & WATER

DAMAGE

UNITED CLEANING 
SERVICE 

533-7163
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Carol Ck pistopliep s Gpill Favorites

All of these recipes are to be cooked on your outdoor grill! Carol says, “To me, there is no better 
time of the year for grilling, than in the fall. And it’s fun to experiment!”

Hickopg Cheese Loaf

1 loaf French bread 
1/2 c. soft butter
1 c. shredded natural sharp 

cheddar cheese (4 oz.)
1 T. snipped parsley 
1/21. hickory smoked salt 
21. Worcestershire sauce
Cut bread diagonally into 1- 

inch slices. Mix all remaining 
ingredients, spread on slices. Re­
assemble your loaf, wrap securely 
in 28x18” piece of heavy duty alu­
minum foil. Place on grill 4 inches 
from medium coals. Heat loaf 15 
to 20 minutes, turning once. This 
can also be cooked in your oven 
at 350 degrees for 20 minutes. 
This is a crusty hot bread that is 
really different and looks great!

f Big Ole M ess

1 lb. smoked sausage, cut into 
chunks

3 jalapeno peppers, sliced
1 green pepper, cut into 

chunks
1 sweet onion, cut into chunks
1 foil cooking bag
1/4 c. Tabasco sauce
1 10-oz. jar sweet & sour 

sauce
Place sausage, peppers and 

onion in foil bag. Mix Tabasco with 
sweet & sour sauce in small bowl 
and pour over the mixture in foil 
gab; seal edge tightly. Place foil bag 
on grill; cook for about 45 min­
utes, turning every 15 minutes. 
Slit open and serve right out of 
the bag.

Makes 6-8 appetizer servings.

BBQ Pizza

1 lb. ready-made pizza dough, 
at room temperature

2 T. olive oil
1/2 lb. cooked sausage, cut 

into 1/2 inch pieces
1 c. assorted grilled veges; 

peppers, onions, zucchini, mush­
rooms)

6 oz. shredded Colby jack 
cheese

1 t. basil
1/41. dry red pepper flakes
Preheat grill to medium-high 

heat. Oil grill rack. Roll out dough 
to a 12”xl5” rectangle. Brush top 
with olive oil. Place dough, oil side 
down on grill rack. Cover and grill 
3 minutes and bottom is light 
brown. Punch down air bubbles 
if needed. Brush top with olive oil 

Kids EatEVERY
MONDAY

IS FAMILY 
NIGHT!
Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner. 
Featuring a full menu and the best 

country breakfast in town!

Free!
Every Monday night Kids eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from 
our new kid’s menu with each paid adult 
entree. Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast 

8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SWORDS & HAMPTONS
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and turn over. Immediately top 
evenly with remaining ingredients. 
Cover and cook 3 minutes or un­
til cheese is melted.

Potatoes & Copn

4 large potatoes, cut into 
wedges

2 ears of corn, cleaned and cut 
in half

2 medium onions, peeled and 
sliced

1 c. hickory-flavored BBQ 
sauce

1/2 c. butter, cut in 8 slices 
1/4 c. Tabasco green Jalapeno 

sauce
4 cloves garlic, peeled, sliced
1 lrg. foil cooking bag

Preheat grill to med-high 
heat. Combine all ingredients in 
large bowl, stir to coat. Pour all 
into foil bag and seal edge tightly. 
Place on grill and cover, turning 
every 10 minutes. Remove when 
potatoes are soft, about 20 min­
utes. Serve with more Jalapeno 
and BBQ sauce if desired.

Apple Cannonballs

1/4 c. light brown sugar 
1/2 c. raisins
2 T. chopped nuts
1/21. ground cinnamon
4 large baking apples (such as 

Granny Smith, Rome or

Macintosh)
2 T. butter, cut into quarters 

Combine brown sugar, 
raisins, nuts and cinnamon in a 
small bowl; set aside. Core apple 
and place on individual sheets of 
heavy-duty aluminum foil. Spoon 
mixture evenly into center of each 
apple. Top with butter and wrap 
tightly in foil. Place on preheated 
grill and cover. Cook til tender, 
about 20 minutes. For something 
quicker, stuff small candy bar, like 
Snickers, down into the center 
and grill.

Sarah Lee pound cake
Spray butter
Disposable bowl
Frozen strawberries in syrup
Cool Whip or ice cream
Preheat grill on low heat. If 

you have a side burner, put straw­
berries in a sauce pan and warm 
over low heat on side burner. If 
you do not have a side burner, 
warm in pan on cook top.

Slice pound cake into 1/2” 
slices. Spray butter on both sides, 
toast right on grill for about 1 
minute on each side. Place in dis­
posable bowl, pour warm straw­
berries over the top and finish 
with a scoop of Cool Whip or 
vanilla ice cream.

Workshops starting in November 
for all Ages

THE

PAMA
AGENCY 536-5200

Professional Academy of 
Modeling & Acting 

Website: pamaagency.com 
708 Andrew Jackson Way - Huntsville, Al 35801

883-7656
Country Cooking 

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Mon. - Sat. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm

Closed Sundays

pamaagency.com
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Grandpa's 
Strange Trip 

by Tom Baker
In the 1950's grandpa owned a forty acre farm 

in the Hobbs Island, Ala. community. His farm 
was located a half mile off Hobbs Island road, 
and a few hundred yards from the Flint River. A 
dusty dirt road led back to the farm. Grandpa had 
no motorized equipment, no electricity, no run­
ning water. He farmed as his father and his father's 
father had farmed. He plowed his fields with stub­
born mules, who got several tongue lashings from 
grandpa over the years.

Grandpa's only mode of transportation was 
by mule and wagon. He did most of his business 
with Butler Bros, store located in New Hope, Ala. 
Whenever he needed supplies he would hitch the 
mules to the wagon, and start on the long journey 
which would consume just about a day’s round trip. 
On one of these trips grandma's cousin Gordon 
went along.

Gordon and his family lived in an old house 
on the property and helped grandpa with the farm. 
They hitched the mules to the wagon and off they 
went down the road. After getting the supplies they 
needed, headed back toward home. On the out­
skirts of New Hope, they met a man walking on 
the roadside with crutches. He was a fairly young 
man back from the Korean war and drawing a 
government pension for his disability. Almost every­
one in the community knew the poor fellow.

Many were accusing him of faking his disabil­
ity to draw the pension. When the wagon came 
even with the man, grandpa and Gordon threw up 
their hands and spoke, the man returned the greet-

Frazier Home Inspections Inc.

“I wish I could quit my job!”
“I wish I had more time
to spend with my kids.” .1 needfnore fun

in my life!

“I wish I had an extra $200 a month."

“My boss is driving me crazyl”
It’s getting harder S’ harder to make ends meet’

"I would love to work from home!"

Inspections performed 
according to ASHI Standards 
Johnny Frazier, Inspector 

Al License #HI-1047

Cell (256) 603-8430
Home (256) 534-0277

Before you buy a home - have it 
inspected by a professional

If we’re speaking your language, 
call 256-777-4987 to learn more about 

the Arbonne home-based business opportunity!

“You’ll be glad you did!”

ARBONNE
INTERNATIONAL
Independent Consultant 
mophllllps.myarbonne.com

PURE SWISS SKIN CARE
FORMULATED IN SWITZERLAND • MADE K THE MA

COLOR | NUTRITION I AROMATHERAPY
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ing. As they passed him by, grandpa turned to Gor­
don and said, "They say he's faking injury to draw 
that big government check". Gordon replied, "That's 
what I've heard too, I bet if you put him in a pas­
ture with an angry bull, he would throw those 
crutches down and jump a ten rail fence." They 
both chuckled.

A few seconds later, the wagon began to bump 
each time the left rear wheel made a revolution. 
The bump was so hard that it threw grandpa and 
Gordon together on the wagon seat. Grandpa 
turned to Gordon and asked, "What's on that rear 
wheel Gordon?" Gordon turned and looked, "I don't 
see a thing'. "The hell you don't", grandpa replied. 
Grandpa later said with every rotation of the wheel 
it would bump as if there was a huge knot on it. 
Grandpa said to Gordon, "Must be a busted cas­
ing'. Down the road grandpa pulled off to the road­
side. He got out, walked around the wagon inspect­
ing each wheel, nothing. Scratching his head, got 
back in the wagon. "Damnedest thing I've ever 
seen," he said to Gordon.

The wagon continued to bump all the way back 
to the farm. Grandpa pulled the wagon into the 
barnyard, unhitched the mules. He and Gordon 
jacked up the back of the wagon 
and pulled the wheel off. The in­
side of the wheel was as smooth 
as it could be, no busted casing, 
nothing. They put the wheel back 
on, hitched the mules to the 
wagon, made several circles 
around the barn, no bumps. 
Grandpa said it never bumped 
again.

A few days later grandpa was 
talking with Gordon about the 
strange trip they had. Grandpa 
said to Gordon. "Gordon you 
know why that wagon wheel was 
bumping. "No, Why?," Gordon 
replied. "It was because of what 
we said about that fellow with 
crutches on the roadside," 
grandpa replied. Gordon with 
mouth wide open said, "That's 
right."

A month or so later grandpa 
was back in New Hope on a trip

www.rocketcityfcu.org

MAIN OFFICE 
2401 Triana Boulevard 

Huntsville, Alabama 35805

BRANCH OFFICE
200 West Side Square, Suite 48 

Huntsville, Alabama 35801

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

OFFICE HOURSs
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday 

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday

8:00 a.m. - Noon

We buy and sell rare coins and collectibles

“The only way I’ll drop 
ten pounds is if I go 

shopping in England.’’

Maxine

533-7599
800 Holmes Ave. 

Five Points

k/lere tie, 
ciicfcn ie

Dine-in or Carry-out!

Yes! We Cater!!!
464-7811
Madison

On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart

Some of the best tastin’ chicken anywhere!

http://www.rocketcityfcu.org
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and ran into the man on crutches.

Grandpa told him the whole 
story of what had happened that 
day, and apologized for the cruel 
remarks they had made about 
him.

The man was not bitter. He 
told grandpa that he was aware 
of the rumors about him. Said he 
wished those who were saying 
these things could experience one 
day in his shoes.

Grandpa and Gordon never 
again spoke a bad word about a 
person with a disability. They were 
taught a divine lesson on their 
bumpy trip from New Hope that 
summer day.

News from 
1890

- W. W. Darwin, one of 
Madison's best citizens and a 
Republican of the first water, 
was in the city Wednesday.

- Mr. Wm. Erskine, who for 
the past year has presided at the 
desk in the office of the Hunts­
ville Hotel, has resigned and 
can now be found in the office 
of the McGee House.

- Wanted-- Two hundred 
colored families to go to Texas 
and Louisiana to farm. You will 
be furnished provisions to live 
on all the year, and will be given 
until your first crop is made to 
pay for them and your railroad 
fare. You get wood, garden and 
a house to live in FREE. Call 

Lawn & Garden Supplies
C. T. Garvin Seed & Feed, LLC

on Thos. H. Haywood, Decatur, 
Ala. Transportation will be 
paid.

- Money to loan on short 
notice, at 6 per cent interest. 
Apply to A. E. Echols, 113 Eustis 
Street.

- While toying with a revolver 
last Monday night, the carriage 
driver of Mr. A. Campbell acci­
dently discharged it, the ball 
striking the cook, inflicting a

J. D. Farms
Located in the Madison County 

Farmers Market

Fresh, Local Produce is delicious 

goodfor you! Vegetables, fruits, greens, 
tomatoes - all at great prices!

Hours: Mon-Sat 8-6, Sun 8-4

1022 Cook Ave.
532-9042

Brookshire Health Care
Skilled Nursing Facility

4320 Judith Lane 
Huntsville AL 35805

(256) 837-1730 
Fax (256) 430-3287

Committed to Compassion 
Striving for Excellence 

Serving Responsibly 

Our Team Includes:
Physicians, Nurses, Physical Therapist,

Occupational Therapist, Social Worker, Speech Therapist,
Activities Director and Registered Dietician.

Short term rehabilitation, long term care, & complex medical care:
Whether the need is for short term rehabilitation, 

or whether you would like to make Brookshire Health Care Center 
a home for you or your loved one, 

we look forward to hearing from you.

dangerous and maybe a fatal 
wound. The ball entered the left 
breast, passed through the left 
lung and lodged in the shoul­
der. At last report the woman 
was resting easy.

James McCants Barber 
Shop - Washington Street - 
a clean, satisfactory shave - 
10 cents. Hair cuts 25 cents.

4
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No Luck at All
from 1888 newspaper

Thos. Whitely, the Louisville & Nash­
ville brakeman who was hurt last Sunday 
by falling from a moving freight train near 
Decatur, was out again yesterday.

His experience lately has been quite var­
ied. He is a youth about 20 years old, and 
has been employed for some time by the 
Louisville & Nashville Railroad Company. 
About six weeks ago, as the train on which 
he rode was crossing the river, he was 
knocked from the side of the caboose as he 
was climbing up the ladder. He fell into the 
water and swam to shore, where he fell 
insensible.

The train stopped and took him to 
Huntsville, where he remained lingering be­
tween life and death for three weeks. He 
was then taken to the Nashville infirmary 
and had just recovered and gone to work 
where he fell from the car at Cunningham, 
bruised and cut his head and sprained his 
knee.

He is now walking with a hickory stick, 
and will be ready for another accident in a 
few days.

Serving Fun Food and 
Great Spirits for the Best 
Customers in the Worldl

Behind the Red Caboose on Church Street
Phone 489-9300

Steve Cappaert
Broker-Associate 
651-7517 Mobile

AVERBUCH
Realty Co., Inc.

7500 Memorial Parkway South #122 
Huntsville, Alabama 35802-2297 
Business 256/883-6600
Fax 256/883-6650 
stevecappaert @ knology.net

7702 Holland Dr. Huntsville. AL 35802

(256) 883-9708 Office
(256) 426-7256 Cell
(256) 882-0610 Fax

John T. Henegar 
President

15 TVs - 4H.D. Wide 
Private Conference Room 

Food served inside and on the patio 
Available for holiday parties

Huge Menu of Delicious Foods prepared by 
our own chef, including over 70 items <S 

Daily Specials:
Steak Philly 
Catfish Fillet 
Chicken Cordon Bleu 
Monte Sano Chicken 
Fajitas
Cheese Sticks 
Fried Zucchini 
Quesadias 
Chicken Philly 
Classic Club 
Filet Mignon 
Shrimp Jammers 
Popcorn Shrimp 
Fried Oysters

Fried Potato Cakes 
Calamari 
Pork Chop Nuggets 
Fried Mushrooms 
Jalapeno Poppers 
Chicken Fries 
Corn Nuggets 
Fried Squash 
Sauteed Shrimp 
Fried Green Tomatoes 
Fried Okra 
Bourbon Glazed Salmon 
Loaded Potato Skins 
Fried Pickles

We Fry All Of Our Food In Canola Oil
Live music on the "Depot Patio"
Featuring Rudy Mockabee every 

Tuesday night 
Live music on the patio 

Tuesday - Saturday
I

knology.net
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Huntsville Want to know what your house is worth?

in the 30's
By Elwanda Henley Hallman

Four months ago I moved 
back to Huntsville after sixty- 
three years in Birmingham. 
Huntsville is a very changed city, 
an unusually beautiful city, and 
every day brings back memories 
of friends and family and of a very 
simple life back many 
years ago.

One place I wanted 
to visit was the Hunts­
ville Library because it 
meant so much to me 
in my early life. I re­
member Miss Frances 
Jones, whom we chil­
dren loved dearly in the 
old library. I can still 
remember checking out 
books and reading, 
walking the long walk 
home to Pratt Avenue, 
and reading "Heidi" as 
I walked. Huntsville 
had a bad polio out­
break back then and 
Mama wouldn't let us 
go anywhere except to 
walk to the library and 
get books.

I like to go to 
School Street and re­
member the blocks we 
walked to get to East 
Clinton Elementary 
School. I used to love 
the wild violets that 
grew along the side of 
the streets there.

We went to Junior 
high school a few 
blocks from the old 
Huntsville High school. 
I remember one day be­
ing called to the office. 
They said I had a tele­
phone call but it turned 
out they got the names

Who knows the area better than a life long resident of Huntsville?
Call for a comparative market 

analysis consultation today or email 
janemc@kw.com

----- nt:___
T T?1 KELLERJane McElroy WILLIAMS

REALTOR® REALTY

(256) 348-9354 2410L&NDrive'SuiteC

* CHOPHOUSE - HUMPHREY’S - MASON’S

Eat to Live? 
ne to Indulge?

We’re nob aPraid Co ask Che 
Cough quescions.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:
256-704-5555

www.washingtonsquaregroup.net

» CHOPHOUSE - HUMPHREY’S - MASON’S *

mailto:janemc@kw.com
http://www.washingtonsquaregroup.net
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mixed up and the call was for an­
other girl. It scared me though 
because I had never spoken on a 
phone before, in my life.

Huntsville High school had 
some great teachers, my two fa­
vorites were Miss Annie Mertz 
and Miss Annie Dix. Most of us 
walked to school in those days 
and it got pretty cold walking in 
the winter. I still remember 
more than 60 years later how 
motherly and kind Miss Dix was 
to a cold and wet 15 year-old 
girl. Miss Annie Mertz was very 
strict but she was always fair, 
always had integrity and it made 
such an impression on me. 
Through my life I kept a jour­
nal and wrote down the names 
of people who had an impact on 
my life, like these two ladies, even 
though they probably never real­

Magellan Mortgage
VA Rate Reductions are now available for existing VA loans!

No Appraisal, No Underwriting, No Income Verification 
Required! Call today to reduce your existing VA Mortgage 
interest rate and payments! *restrictions may apply

Today's Home Equity loans are fast and easy! No 
appraisal required in most cases! No equity required 
on loans up to 25K. Prime rate! Call for yours today!

Purchase, refinancing, debt consolidation, VA or 
conventional loans, WE'LL SAVE YOU MONEY.

(256) 288-0288
1803University Drive
Huntsville, Al. 35801

www.magellanmortgage.com

Fast, friendly service, since 1990.

ized it.
I remember one day in the 

mid afternoon, years ago, the 
world suddenly turned dark. 
That was the day a destructive 
tornado went through Paint 
Rock Valley. Many were injured 
and many homes were de­
stroyed.

One day we all heard the ru­
mor that the court house in 
Huntsville was sitting on a lake. 
All the children were convinced 
that the entire city would cave 
in. It's funny what stays with 
you, after all these years.

Our special times were very 
simple. Mama loved to walk up 
the mountain with us kids (she 
had 5) to Fagan's Hollow. There 
used to be a Toll Gate on upper 
Wells Avenue. My Daddy would 
take us fishing and nearly every

Loose 
Fitting 

Dentures?

NO MORE 
DENTURE ADHESIVES

We can stabilize in many cases your 
loose fitting Lower denture using mini 
implants. Sometimes this Procedure 
can be accomplished in minimum 
amount of time, like one office visit.

$750 per implant
Free Relinement of old denture

256.533.0434
Dr. Eugene H. Scott, Jr.

401 Lowell Dr., SE, Ste.17 
Huntsville, AL 

www.dreugenehscottjr.com
No representation is made about the quality of dental services to be 
performed or the expertise of the dentist performing such services.

“When teachers get old, 
like 40, they’re always in a 

bad mood.”

Alexa Davis, age 10

1
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The Sheriff’s Department - Circa 1961

MILLER & MILLER Helping to build Huntsville 
for over 50 Years

General Contractors
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Sunday we'd all go to Big Spring 
Park. On many of those Sun­
days, we'd witness baptizing of 
people in the Spring.

I didn't realized the impor­
tance of it at the time, all I remem­
bered was how pretty the girls 
looked who got baptized, with 
their beautiful colored hair bows.

Before Christmas we'd go on 
a community bus to our Mayor's 
celebration with the Senior citi­
zens followed by a ride through 
the botanical gardens. The deco­
rations were so beautiful and I 
remembered how Daddy drove 
us around when there weren't so 
many as there are now. Coca 
Cola was always decorated, and 
a huge star could be seen shin­
ing up on Monte Sano.

I still expect to see 
Dunnavant's where people 
bought more stylish clothes 
back then, and I remember 
Kress and Belk Hudson stores 

scornfully, "Some of them cry like 
theirs is the only one leaving!" I 
couldn't believe she would say 
that.

I cried the day our country 
dropped the atomic bomb over 
Iwa Jima. My friends thought I 
was being unpatriotic. Today I 
still hate wars of any kind. I pray 
for the leaders and the men and 
women who go to war and put 
their lives on the line for us.

I remember the glorious day 
the soldiers 
came home. My 
sister's husband 
was killed, we 
missed him so 
much. My 
brother came 
home and mar­
ried a girl we all 
loved.

My husband 
came home and 
we were so 

it somehow.
When you have good memo­

ries, you have roses that bloom in 
January!

“You know you’re getting older 
when your joints are actually 

more accurate than the 
National Weather Service.”

Patti Pruitt, Old Town

Serving hearty German fare 
in Huntsville Since 1972.

downtown.
Of course I remember when 

we had to kiss our brothers and 
sweethearts and husbands good­
bye as they went off to war. I still 
remember one woman saying,

thankful to just 
be together 
again. Jobs 
weren't easy to 
find back then, 
but we all made

£ The
■ Old Huntsville
* Book of Recipes

and Timeless Tips

■L. Volume 2

P Cathtrine Carney

“ Old Huntsville

Old Huntsville
Book of Recipes

Volume 2 
$20.00 

534-0502

Star Market
and Pharmacy

Serving fresh Terry’s Pizza!
Your Friendly Neighborhood 

Pharmacy & Grocery Store 
Located In Historic Five Points 

702 Pratt Ave. 534-4509

- FANCY ” 
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meats

6125 University Dr. 
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School 
Lunches

By Malcolm Miller 

take to school for lunch except 
when we were lucky enough to 
have flour I would take biscuits 
and what ever meat we had on 
them. I started out with ham 
then later on ended up with sow 
belly in my biscuits, then when 
we ran out of flour sometimes I 
would take corn bread sliced 

sow belly and watching those kids 
eat those delicious looking sand­
wiches.

I had a buddy who was in 
about the same fix I was and on 
occasion he would bring bis­
cuits with fried potatoes in 
them. His name was Malcolm 
"Craw Dad" Warren and he

A few weeks ago my twin 
grandsons, Crayton and Phillip 
Miller spent the night with me 
and I am always thrilled when 
they come for a visit. They are 
seventeen year old juniors at 
Buckhorn High School and they 
were telling me the best thing 
about getting back to school is 
the great hot breakfasts and hot 
lunches they enjoy in the school 
lunch room. They shared with 
me some of the menu items they 
particularly enjoy.

Things have definitely 
changed since I was in school. 
We never had a lunch room the 
whole time I was in school and 
I usually didn't have anything to 

open with sorghum molasses 
poured in it.

The worst part of it was 
there was always two or three 
what I called rich kids in the 
class and they would always 
make fun of my biscuits or what­
ever I brought for lunch so I fi­
nally stopped taking anything to 
eat to school. I used to hear 
those rich kids talking about 
pimento cheese sandwiches and 
I promised myself that when I 
got older I would buy all the pi­
mento cheese I could find and 
find out how it tasted, and till 
this day when I eat pimento 
cheese sandwiches I think back 
on those days when I was eating 

didn't care what anyone thought 
about what he brought for 
lunch. Some days he would give 
me one of those fried potato bis­
cuits and they tasted mighty 
fine. When you are hungry you

“The winter of 1620 was 
a hard one for the settlers. 

Many people died, and many 
babies were born.

Capt. John Smith was 
responsible for all this.”

Seen on recent 4th grade 
history exam

Check out our gun training videos at MadisonGunsAndAmmo.com

MADISON

Firearms, Ammo, Accessories, Tasers, More!
‘Woiv you have a choice in the gun business! "

Drake & The Parkway 
2806 South Parkway 
Huntsville,, AL 35801 
256-533-0320

Madison Guns & Ammo 
Now With Two Convenient 
Locations To Serve You!

Madison Publix 
7830 Hwy. 72 West 
Madison, AL 35758 

256-722-8456

MadisonGunsAndAmmo.com
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feel that fried potato biscuits are 
a feast indeed. I can't help but 
wonder if my grandsons would eat 
fried potato biscuits for lunch.

Since I refused to carry the 
lunch to school that my Mama 
fixed she did the next best thing. 
Every day when I came home 
from school there would be a 
big black pot full of pinto beans 
setting in the middle of the table 
along with a pone of cold corn 
bread and of course a big on­
ion when available. My six 
brothers and I would all be so 
very hungry and this meal was 
a great relief as well as being a 
wonderful stomach filler for 
seven hungry boys.

Even after I was going to 
High School at Hazel Green and 
playing basket ball I still didn't 
take a lunch to school, however 
on occasion I had enough 
money to go up to Atlas 
Carrigers' store and buy myself 
a pint of milk and that would 
keep me going till I got home.

I can still recall the time

IrwiiiwO fiWrlBa
Professional Turf Care Company

256-704-5687
www.PerfectTurf.net
RO. Box 4994 Huntsville, AL 35815

“Because You Deserve It”
Ask about our 52 week jire ant guarantee

President, Jerry O. Smith 

State Certified Applicator

Life Insurance-Annuities
Long Term Care Insurance

Up to $200,000 Life Insurance 
Without a Medical Exam

Ages 0-85

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU
2311 - C Market Place 
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 

when I was in the tenth grade. I 
went with the team to play in the 
district basketball tournament 
and I thought I had enough money 
to eat on but the last day in 
Cullman I ordered lunch and 
lacked a dollar having enough 
to pay for it.

Vernon Scott was the team 
manager and he and I roomed to­
gether with some of Big Jim 
Folsom's relatives. Vernon was 
eating with me that day and he 
loaned me a dollar and got me out 
of an embarrassing situation.

I will never forget what Vernon 
did for me that day and believe 
you me since that day in Cullman 
I have always made sure that I had 
the money to pay before ordering 
food.

We all talk about the "good 
ole days"; however I believe my 
grandchildren have it quite a bit 
better now than many of us had 
it in the "good ole days."

7 Application Program
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Mafia 
Witness

Ever since the early 1960s, 
after the failed Bay of Pigs fi­
asco in Cuba, Huntsville has 
been a haven for people seeking 
a new identity and a new life. 
The CIA, the FBI and the Fed­
eral Marshal's Service all used 
Huntsville as a place to relocate 
subjects who might possess sen­
sitive information or whose 
lives might be in danger if their 
whereabouts were known.

The vast majority of these 
people were thankful for the 
opportunity to start a new life. 
At one time a high ranking de­
fector from the Chinese military 
owned a successful restaurant 
in Huntsville. A prominent mem­
ber of South Viet Nam's ruling 
family was smuggled out of the 
country hours before it fell to 
communist control and was 
brought here where he 
enrolled in college. Af­
ter completing his degree 
he moved to Washing­
ton. DC where he be­
came a successful busi­
nessman.

Other people, mem­
bers of organized crime, 
were relocated here 
under the Federal Wit­
ness Protection Program. 
Most of these people had 
become federal infor­
mants against their 
former associates and 
were given new identities 
in exchange for their tes­
timony.

One of these people 
was Peter Aver, also 
known as Peter Abate, 
Peter Abbott and Peter 
Blassi.

He was born in 
1944, a product of

Boston's notorious South Side 
where the Mafia ruled with an 
iron fist. Loan sharking, organized 
gambling, bribery and murder 
were accepted as the price of do­
ing business. Aver's stepfather, 
Angelo Blassi, was reported to be 
a notorious enforcer for the Bos­
ton Mafia, serving under the New 
England crime boss, Raymond 
Patriarca. He was also alleged to

r
The Haven For Greater Living,

Specialty Care Assisted Living Facility

* Specializing In Caring For Persons With 
Dementia & Alzheimers

DETA - Certified Staff For Dementia and Alzheimers’s 

*24 Hour Supervised Care 
*Respite Care 

Medications Administered By 
*Assistance As Needed 

‘Transportation 

‘Daily Planned Activities
3621 Winchester Rd., New Market^

Nurse

‘‘Help Is 
Available.

For All Your Real Estate Needs

Over 25 Years Experience in 
Huntsville & Madison County

MARY ELLEN Q^PETERS 
( Company

256.797.0203 
www.MaryEllenPeters.com

KELLER WILLIAMS
REALTY

2410 L&N Road, Suite C 
Huntsville, AL 35801 

have served as a "collection 
point" for the money used to 
bribe and pay off elected offi­
cials.

Blassi owned a number of res­
taurants which were thought to be 
fronts for the mob. Aver seemed 
to follow in his stepfather's foot­
steps when he too opened restau­
rants in Boston, Randolph and 
Lynfield, Mass. These restaurants

- service above and beyond  your expectations

http://www.MaryEllenPeters.com


Old Huntsville Page 33
were also widely suspected of being fronts 
for the mob's loan sharking and drug busi­
ness. Aver appeared to be a successful entre­
preneur but much of his business was con­
ducted in secrecy. While gambling, fencing sto­
len goods and drugs were the mainstay for most 
of his associates, Aver apparently developed a 
reputation as an "arsonist for hire." At one point 
he charged a close associate of a national politi­
cian $5000 to torch a business in order to col­
lect insurance.

Aver's underworld activities were becoming 
a focus of Boston's organized crime unit, who 
were beginning to close in. Like most mobsters, 
he probably thought his lawyers could take care 
of his troubles, but events of June 1978 changed 
everything.

Blackfriar's Pub was a well known mob 
hangout operated by Mafia associate Vincent 
Solomonte. According to one source, 
Solomonte owed the mob over two hundred 
thousand dollars over a failed drug deal and 
the Mafia leadership was furious when he 
refused to pay.

Late one evening, when the bar was get­
ting ready to close, three gunmen walked in. 
Solomonte and four others were led to the 
basement where they were murdered in a hail 
of gunfire in what was to become known as 
the Blackfriar's Massacre. Among the people 
murdered was Jack Kelly, a well known 
former television news reporter. His death 
created a furor in the community.

Aver's connection to the massacre has 
never been made clear by the authorities. Ac­
cording to Aver and law enforcement authori­
ties, he was present and witnessed the mur­
ders. He said he knew the gunmen as well as 
the victims.

All the witnesses, however, according to 
many sources, had been slain, leading one 

to question his role in the murders.
Whatever his role, it became a moot question 

when he agreed to turn informer against the mob in 
exchange for immunity for his criminal activities.

After being debriefed by the organized crime units 
and told he would have to be a witness in future 
trials, Aver was turned over to the Federal Witness
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Protection Program. He was 
given a new name, Peter Abate 
(rhymes with rabbit), as well as 
a new background in case any­
one asked. In addition, he was 
provided with money to start his 
life anew in an undisclosed lo­
cation under the supervision of 
the U.S. Marshal's Service.

The Witness Protection Pro­
gram was designed to protect 
people whose lives might be in 
danger for testifying against in­
dividuals whom the government 
was prosecuting. Usually they 
were given immunity for their 
prior crimes. If a witness ran 
afoul of the law while they were 
waiting to testify, the government 
would often go to great lengths 
to clear the matter up. The last 
thing government prosecutors 
wanted was for their star wit­
ness, who was swearing to tell 
the truth, to be charged with 
another crime.

Some people, like Peter Abate, 
knew how to take advantage of 
this.

Glen Brooks, a Deputy Mar­
shal in Huntsville at the time, 
was a well known and highly re­
spected lawman. He had earlier 

served on the Huntsville police 
force and had acquired a reputa­
tion as a tight-lipped investigator 
who would never reveal his 
sources. For people who knew 
him, his word was his bond, lead­
ing many people to say, "If you're 
a friend of Glen, that's good 
enough for me."

Ron Eyestone, a longtime 
friend of Brooks, recalled see­
ing him downtown one day with 
a well-dressed stranger. When he 
stopped to say hello to Brooks the 
stranger stuck out his hand, in­
troducing himself. "Hi," he said, 
"My name is Peter Abate and if you 
are a friend of Glen, then you are 
a friend of mine."

Eyestone was pleasantly im­
pressed with Abate's outgoing 
personality, but he noticed that 
Brooks seemed uncomfortable. 
After a minute or two Brooks 
abruptly ended the conversation, 
mumbling something about being
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late for an appointment before 
taking Abate by the shoulder and 
leading him away.

Several weeks later Eyestone 
received a call from Abate invit­
ing him to a party. At first he 
was hesitant, he had really 
planned on staying around the 
house that weekend, but Abate 
went on to explain that Brooks 
was helping throw the party. Fi­
nally Eyestone decided, 'Why not? 
After all, Abate was a friend of 
Brooks."

Eyestone and his wife Barb 
arrived at the home, a spacious 
well-kept house in Southeast 
Huntsville. They were met at the 
door by an enthusiastic Abate 
who immediately placed a cold 
glass of beer in Ron’s hand and 
invited them to join the party tak­
ing place out back at the swim­
ming pool. Sounding somewhat 
apologetic, Abate explained that 
Brooks was called out of town on 
business, but the party was still 
on.
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Eyestone recognized several 
people he knew as well as a sur­
prising number of people who 
were good friends of Brooks. 
Included in the mixture was a 
number of people who were well 
connected in Huntsville's busi­
ness community.

Abate was the perfect host 
as he went from couple to couple 
making small talk. Although no 
one there knew anything about 
Abate they were taken by his 
charm and courteous manner. 
At first he appeared reluctant to 
talk about himself, he said he 
didn't want to brag, but several 
of the more winsome lasses finally 
managed to get him to open up.

He was from Boston, he said, 
and had recently retired as an FBI

“If you pull that stunt again, 
I’m going to wear you out!”

What you don’t hear anymore
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agent where he had worked un­
dercover for years infiltrating or­
ganized crime. When his wealthy 
step father died the previous year, 
leaving him fourteen million dol-
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lars, he decided to retire, pick a place 
on the map and start a new life. Now, 
he said, he was waiting for the will to 
be settled and exploring different busi­
ness ventures to invest in. He vaguely 
alluded to the fact that the Mafia had 
placed a contract on him, which was 
one reason he was keeping a low pro­
file.

Barb Eyestone remembered Abate as 
"not really all that goodlooking. He was 
short and stocky with non-descript 
brown hair, but he had the best person­
ality that made everyone want to be 
around him. I believed everything he 
said."

All in all, it was a pleasant party 
and everyone left impressed with the 
gracious host. The following week, 
Eyestone ran across Brooks and 
thanked him for the invitation, mention­
ing it was a shame that he had to miss 
his own party.

"What party?" asked Brooks with a 
puzzled look on his face. After Eyestone 
explained, Brooks began to ask ques­
tions about "his party." He was particu­
larly interested in who had attended, 
why the people thought he had anything 
to do with the party and how and when 
they were invited.

It was obvious Brooks was con­
cerned. After pumping Eyestone for all 
the information he could, Brooks left 
with the curious warning that "Abate 
wasn't really a friend of his, and that 
his friends shouldn't have anything to 
do with Abate."

Eyestone was left standing on the 
corner wondering "what the hell was 
going on, but I knew Brooks well 
enough not to ask questions."

It later became apparent that Abate 
had compiled a list of Brook's friends 
by asking around town. He had correctly 
assumed that as a "friend" of a U.S. 
Deputy Marshal his story would be ac­
cepted by Huntsville's social elite, as 
well as the business community.

Brooks was caught between the devil 
and the deep blue sea. He was not about 
to confirm Abate's claims nor was he in a 
position to give out any information. Al­
most anything he said about Abate would 
have led to more questions, something the 
Marshal's service highly discouraged.

All Brooks could say 
was "I really don't know him 
that well" or "he's not what 
you would call a friend of 
mine."

In the next several months 
Abate became the toast of 
Huntsville as people began 
vying for his friendship and 
his supposed riches. Every 
banker in town had visions 
of placing his fourteen million 
dollars in their bank. He 
knew that in a small town like 
Huntsville you only had to tell 
a few people and they would 
spread the story.

Abate appeared to be ev­
erything he claimed. He en­
tertained at the Fogcutter so 
often people thought he had 
a reserved table there con­
stantly. He often showed up at 
parties, unannounced and 
uninvited, but no one cared. 
Everyone had heard about 
Peter Abate. He was seen hav­
ing breakfast with the Mayor,
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Joe Davis, and was on a first 
name basis with the chief of po­
lice. Adding to his charm were 
the elegant ladies who always 
seemed to be around him.

No one knew exactly what he 
did for a living although visitors 
to his home told of him receiv­
ing envelopes in the mail stuffed 
with money.

As Abate's social life grew, so 
did his opportunity for more in­
vestments. After learning that a 
couple in Decatur were interested 
in going into the motel business, 
Abate talked them into giving him 
ten thousand dollars. Abate was 
supposed to research the mar­
ket and help them secure a small 
business loan. They never saw 
the money again.

One person approached Abate 
with the idea of borrowing money 
for a nightclub. The person 
ended up giving Abate twenty 
thousand dollars to "explore the 
idea." The money disappeared. 
Before long, literally dozens of 
people had put money into dif­
ferent ventures with him. Amaz­
ingly, Abate was able to placate 
everyone who had questions 
about their "investments," and in 
some cases actually talk them out 
of more money.

While Abate was cutting an 
ever-widening swath through 
Huntsville's social circles, he had 
his eyes on bigger game. He had 
gotten to be friendly with many 
of the bankers in town and most 
were familiar with his "story." He 
explained to the bankers that he 
had discovered several investment 
opportunities and needed a small 
loan to tide him over until his 
stepfather's estate was settled. 
When the bankers asked to see a 
copy of the will, Abate readily 
agreed, promising to drop it by the 
bank in the next couple of days.

While producing a bogus will 
might be difficult for many people, 
for Abate it was easy. He simply 
went to a prominent local attorney 
and after introducing himself as 

Angelo Blassi, said he wanted 
to draw up a will and leave the 
bulk of his money to Peter 
Abate, his beloved stepson. The 
attorney took the information 
supplied, drew up the will and 
never thought anything about it.

Several days later Abate re­
turned to the bank with the will. 
As an added inducement, he gave 
the name of a bank in Boston as 
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a reference.

The bankers were delirious 
with joy. They could already 
smell Abate's supposed fortune 
sitting in their vault. After check­
ing the will to be sure it "ap­
peared" authentic, the banker 
called the bank in Boston who 
verified that "yes, a man by the 
name of Angelo Blassi was once 
a customer but he had recently

mailto:homebuddies@comcast.net
http://www.homebuddies.com
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died." They were sorry but they 
could not supply any informa­
tion about the account because 
it was tied up in probate. Off 
the record, they furnished infor­
mation that Blassi's bank 
records showed huge sums of 
money being transferred in and 
out of his accounts on a regular 
basis before he died.

There was a bit of truth to 
Abate's story. His stepfather had 
died, but left no will, which was 
why it was taking so long to pro­
bate his estate. There had been 
a lot of money in his account 
but it was assumed to be Mafia 
money and had been withdrawn 
within hours of Blassi's death.

Next, the bankers called Glen 
Brooks, who they thought was a 
friend of Abate's. Brooks, regard­
less of his personal feelings, was 
forced to answer with the only 
statement he was allowed to give, 
"I can neither confirm it nor deny 
it."

Within weeks of creating the 
will Abate had borrowed almost 
five hundred thousand dollars 
from local banks. Another forty
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five thousand came from local finance compa­
nies and unknown thousands from private inves­
tors.

There was no doubt that Abate knew his days 
in Huntsville were numbered. Already he was mak­
ing noises to the Marshal's Service about wanting 
to be relocated and given another name.

One banker who was not impressed with Abate's 
story was determined to find out more. He was pos­
sibly influenced by the fact that his ex-fiance was now 
seeing Abate.

After making the standard phone calls, and 
getting the same answers, he asked the Boston 
banker about Blassi's stepson, Peter Abate. The 
banker thought for a moment and said, "Oh, you 
must mean Peter Aver. That's the only stepson he 
had."

A few more phone calls brought out the fact 
that Aver/ Abate was in the witness protection pro­
gram at an "undisclosed location."

Strangely, when the banker tried to tell people it 
was dismissed with, "That was probably when he was 
working undercover."

At the same time the Mafia, anxious to keep Abate 
from testifying, was hot on his trail. Several sources 
claimed that Abate had been in contact with mem-
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bers of Boston's organized 
crime, possibly trying to col­
lect money owed from old busi­
ness deals, which could ex­
plain the envelopes stuffed 
with money that he received in 
the mail.

While the mafia had report­
edly traced Abate to North Ala­
bama, they still did not know 
his exact location. Their prob­
lem seemed to be solved how­
ever when a New England vend­
ing machine company filed a 
lawsuit in Federal court. The 
suit alleged that the company's 
rights had been violated be­
cause Abate had fled owing 
them five thousand dollars and 
the government was refusing to 
divulge his whereabouts. They 
asked the court to order the 
U.S. Marshal's Service to re­
veal where Abate was so they 
could collect the money.

Many people wondered at 
the time why a small company 
would go to such great lengths 
to collect such a small amount.

With so many people begin­
ning to raise questions, Abate 
decided it was time to leave, 
but even then, his stories would 
prove controversial. He told 
several people who had invested 
large sums of money with him 
that he was going to Atlanta for 
a few days to help his mother 
move. The story he told two 
young ladies who worked for lo­
cal attorneys was much differ­
ent. He said he was moving to 
Atlanta to take advantage of sev­
eral business opportunities and 
offered them great paying jobs if 
they would relocate with him.

"When we got to the Atlanta 
airport," they later explained, 
"one minute he was there and the 
next moment he was gone. Just 
like that. We never saw him 
again."

Many people believe the gov­
ernment helped Abate flee 
Huntsville rather than see their 
star witness tarnished by law­

suits and criminal charges.
After Abate moved to Atlanta, 

the Witness Protection Program 
created a new identity for him, 
this time using the alias "Peter 
Abbott." He apparently appeared 
in Boston at several trials for Ma­
fia figures before again disappear- 
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ing. Repeated requests for infor­
mation about him were ignored 
by the government.

The following summer he 
was briefly arrested in Jackson­
ville, Florida, still using the 
name

Abbott, where he had applied
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for a restaurant license. During 
a routine fingerprint check it 
was discovered he was a fugi­
tive from Justice with two war­
rants outstanding for his ar­
rest. When Huntsville authori­
ties were notified, it was decided 
the warrants were not sufficient 
for extradition. He was released 
after spending only a few hours 
in jail.

Several sources say he next 
moved to the Miami area, this 
time using the name "Abbitt," 
where he stayed for several 
years before relocating to Se­
attle, Washington. He has not 
been heard from since. The 
Marshal's Service claims he is 
no longer under their control.

Eventually most of the law 
suits and "problems" he left be­
hind in Huntsville were solved. 
Many people, some of 
Huntsville's most respected busi­
nessmen, simply wrote the debts 
off to a bad experience. An out of 
town attorney, who many people 
assumed was representing the 

government, settled some of the 
other cases by paying the claim­
ants a percentage of their losses. 
Some of the banks, when warned 
of possible adverse publicity, de­
cided to forget the whole matter.

Glen Brooks resigned from 
the United States Marshal's Ser­
vice shortly afterwards and has 
since refused to talk about his 
dealings with the Witness Pro­
tection Program.

Many of his friends say he 
quit in disgust because of the 
way the government regulations 
had protected Peter Abate.
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2 c. sugar
11. vanilla

Boil sugar with 3/4 cup water til it 
spins a good long thread when you 
spoon it out. Add vanilla, pour it 
onto the nuts & dates. Stir til stiff. 
Turn into a wet clean cloth,cover 
and flatten out, pat gently with 

hands. When cold, cut in blocks.

What do I look fior in a 
Memory Support Unit?

First, make sure it's not a "unit," but a residence, a home. At Redstone Village, our new Grandview Gardens 
is a unique Memory Support Neighborhood designed around open country kitchens, comfortable seating and 
gathering areas and a beautifully landscaped courtyard. Each private apartment opens up to a lively, sunlit great room 
where meals are served, stimulating activities abound and, most important—residents feel at home.

And, for your peace of mind, Grandview Gardens features advanced, built-in security systems that provide 
optimal safety 24/7, without restricting an individuals freedom to exercise, explore and visit.

NOW OPEN, Grandview Gardens at Redstone Village is the only licensed, non-profit, specialty-care assisted 
living residence in Huntsville—exactly what you would expect from this premier 
senior living community. Grandview Gardens invites you to call or drop by today.

Please call: 881-6717 and ask fjorAnn Beltz or Tara Goldych

12000 Turnmeyer Drive Huntsville, AL 35803 www.redstonevillage.org

http://www.redstonevillage.org
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The Gurley 
Jail
by Margaret S. Connally

Early in the 1900s, Gurley 
had a jail. It was a little one- 
room affair located by the rail 
road tracks. It was used mainly 
to lock up young men who cel­
ebrated too much on weekends.

One young man, Allen 
Sanford, tired of spending so 
many Saturday nights there, de­
cided to do something about it. 
He went to the local saw mill 
and got a long log chain. That 
night when the train stopped in 
Gurley for water Allen hooked 
one end of the chain to the jail 
and the other end to the train.

I am told that a Gurley resi­
dent used the remains from the

Wanted
I buy gold, silver and false 

teeth. Doesn’t matter if 
broken. Premium price paid 
for ivory. Contact J. Kimball 
at Huntsville Hotel

from 1891 newspaper

“Love is grand; Divorce is 
a hundred grand.”

Alfred Johnston, Athens

jail in a barn he was building, 
but Gurley hasn't had a jail 

ing the war he won a large sum 
of money in a poker game, and 
had it all changed into small 
coins to throw to the French 
children begging in the streets.

since.
Allen served in the Rainbow 

Division during World War One. 
While he did have a drinking 
problem he had a big heart, es­

n Use what the Pros use to get rid of
J termites, roaches, ants, spiders, mice, 

snakes & fleas.
* Get your supplies todayl

[256] 533-6754 W
3804 Governors Drive MF 7-5, Sat 8-Noon

pecially when it concerned chil­
dren. I am told that once dur-

kk & co.
Pet Grooming & Boarding

Summer is arriving and our indoor climate-controlled boarding is available for 
dogs and cats. Dogs are walked twice a day with extra types of TLC available 

for the pampered pet.

Hours: 7:00am - 5:00pm Monday thru Friday
Pratt Avenue 8:00am - 4:00pm Sat. Closed Sun. ci«

Huntsville (256) 539-5165
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News From the Year 1916
News From Huntsville and Around The World

United States Invaded by 
Mexican Pancho Villa

Columbus, N.M. - A Mexi­
can revolutionary army, led by 
Pancho Villa, has crossed the 
border at Columbus, New 
Mexico.

Rampant looting and out­
right banditry preceded the army 
of almost 600 men as they 
swarmed across the Rio Grande. 
At least 12 ranches have been 
robbed and their buildings put 
to the torch.

Though preliminary reports 
are sketchy at this time it ap­
pears the operation was care­
fully planned. Small groups of 
15-20 men snuck across the 
border first, cutting telegraph 
wires and sealing off the roads 
leading into and out of Colum­
bus. As the main army ap­
proached Columbus it became 
evident that resistance was fu­
tile against the heavily armed 
band of marauders.

There is no report on the 
numbers of lives lost, though it 
has been confirmed that the two 

banks in Columbus, along with all 
the other businesses, were looted 
of their cash and weapons.

First reaction from Washing­
ton was one of shock with a 
promise of swift retaliation.

Polio 
Discovered in 
Maysville

Dr. L. W. Howard has con­
firmed that a new and dreadful 
disease has been identified in 
Maysville.

Nettie Preston, the two year 
old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Will Preston, was diagnosed 
yesterday as having polio.

Though two other cases have 
been reported in other parts of 
the state, this is the first con­
firmed case in North Alabama.

Wilson Urges 
World Peace

Washington - President Wil­
son called tonight for creation 
of a league of nations to keep 
peace in the world once the war 
in Europe has ended. The 
president's proposal was made 
in a speech to the League to 
Enforce Peace.

Saying that rule by force 
should end, President Wilson 
maintained that the United 
States would be willing to join 
in an organization that would 
protect all small countries from 
aggression and stop wars begun 
in violation of treaties. The 
world, Wilson said, has a right 
to live in peace.

Although such an organiza­
tion has often been discussed it 
is unsure if any government 
would seriously consider joining.

“The indirect cause of this 
accident was a little guy in a 
small car with a big mouth.”

Seen on local accident report
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Tragic Fire Ravages Ringling 
Brothers Circus - Horses Killed

Huntsville - What started as 
a day of merriment for people 
attending the Ringling Brothers 
Circus here quickly turned into 
tragedy as flames swept the 
compound.

Over 600 people were on the 
circus grounds when a fire, ap­
parently caused by a carelessly 
discarded cigarette, and fueled 
by high winds, swept through the 
grounds.

The main damage was con­
centrated near the stock pens 
where immense quantities of 
fodder had been stowed for the 
livestock.

The stock handlers, who had 
been prepared for such an emer­
gency, immediately began blind­
folding the horses and leading 
them to safety.

Though there is no report of 
human casualties, 37 horses 
burned to death in the confla- 
garation. Scores more were se­
verely injured.

Several of Huntsville's doc­
tors were pressed into service 
in an attempt to save the injured 
animals but in many cases it was 
too late. Shots rang out through 
the day as more of the animals 
were put out of their misery.

A spokesman from RinglingAre Your Floors Shaking?
Do You Have Cracks In Your Walls?^B Are Your Floors Swagging?Are Your Doors Hard To Close? ► with this ad *

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE / HOME OWNED & OPERATED

^'ioo"xINC: %ALABAMA & TENNESSEE: U

(256) 830-4942 or 1-800-877-3502 

Brothers Circus stated the show 
will continue its run here in 
Huntsville with no interruption of 
scheduled shows. Agents for the 
circus are already in negotiations 
with local livestock dealers to re­
place the horses.

The fiery blaze, and the 
smoke, was seen all across the 
county.

Citizens in New Hope, upon 
seeing the smoke, immediately 
raised a contingent of volunteers 
and dispatched them to 
Huntsville.

Ford To Unveil 
$250 Auto

Detroit - The horse and 
buggy days may be ending for 
many people when the new $250 
touring automobiles roll off the 
Ford Motor Co.'s assembly 
lines.

The rollback in prices, in the 
works for several years, could 
increase dramatically the Ford 
share of the automobile market 
and open the way for perhaps 
one million new car owners who 
currently travel by horse-drawn 
vehicles.

Insured & Bonded
All Work Guranteed,

Member of Better 
Business Bureau 

North,AL

T7

Five Points 
Hallmark Shop 

Gold Crown Hallmark Store

2009 Keepsake Ornaments
“Ugly Dolls”

“Switch Flops” - Flip Flops with 
Interchangeable Straps

Jim Shore

Balloons 

“Mainstreet “ Collection - 
Whimsical Monogrammed items

534-5854
716 Pratt Ave - in 5 Points)

“The cost of living is going up, 
and the chance of living is 

going down.”

Flip Wilson

MADE TO ORDER

Penn Dilworth - Chris Craig
Your Professional Construction

Specialists

256-539-7704
2802 Memorial Parkway S.W. 

Huntsville, Alabama 35801
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I Remember
by Cecil Ashburn
I'm a Huntsville resident and 

not that old but I remember 
things that younger folks can 
hardly believe nowadays.

Everyone had their chores - 
men had theirs and women had 
theirs and they didn't mix, un­
less it was out in the cotton field.

Annie Gray's husband had 
about a hundred acres of cotton. 
When the cotton was picked and 
ready to be processed he would 
take it to the gin to get the seeds 
out.

But Annie liked to pick her 
own pure white cotton out of the 
bolls (hull, very sharp) and get 
the seeds out by hand. Then 
she'd take a wad of cotton and 2 
paddles they called "Cards", kind 
of like 2 hairbrushes. These cards 
were about 3" by 12" and they had 
little combs on them, so that when 
you pulled the cotton wad through 
the cards what you got was coarse, 
irregular strands of cotton. Then 

she'd take the strands and put 
them on the spinning wheel that 
twisted the strands into thread.

Women would have quilting 
bees. They all saved pieces of 
material and clothing and cut 
them into patterns like stars or 
squares - then sew the squares 
into quilts. There would be a 
large rack hanging from the ceil­
ing that could be pulled down 
when they were working, then 
pushed up to get it out of the way.

One cold day I was visiting my 
grandparents, I think I was 7 or 8 
at the time. Back then everyone 
had open fireplaces. My grandpa 
asked me if I wanted a boiled egg 
- he was boiling them over the fire. 
I had a piece of country ham with 
it - uncooked but cured in a 
smokehouse. Tasted really good I 
remember. I remember he always 
had a bottle of wildcat whiskey to 
go with it. I think I took a little sip 
from time to time. He taught me 

aQ

NTING
SERVICES

PHONE

(256) 534-4452
(256) 534-4456

TOLL FREE

(877) 534-4452

FAX

(256) 534-4456

3308 Seventh Ave 
Huntsville, AL 35805 

www.lindasprinting.com 
linprint@lindasprinting.com

http://www.lindasprinting.com
mailto:linprint@lindasprinting.com
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how to suck eggs too - when you 
put a hole in the pointed end of a 
raw egg and sucked the whole 
thing out.

Killing hogs was the high­
light of the year. Farmers kept 
"Fattening Hogs", they would 
force feed them all year with 
corn and grain until the hogs 
were so big they could hardly 
walk. A lot of them got to at 
least 500 pounds. My job was 
to kill the hog every year - the 
value of the hog was not so 
much in the pork or the rind 
but in the lard - that's all that 
was used for cooking in those 
days. There was no Crisco back 
in those days.

Some of you may remember 
the Southern Cottonseed Oil 
Company that was located near 
Wheeler and Church Street. You 
would smell it before you saw the 
plant - if you remember that pop­
corn smell as you drove near it 
you know what I am talking 
about. The plant was quite large 
but was torn down when the road 
for 1565 was developed. The 
O’Shaughnessy brothers owned 
it. One of the brothers built the 
Kildare Mansion that is located off 

Oakwood Ave. and the other lived 
on Monte Sano. In fact it was these 
brothers who built the Monte Sano 
Hotel.

Mules Stolen 
in New Hope

from 1901 newspaper

John W. Buford, a planter 
from the New Hope neighbor­
hood, reported to the police late 
yesterday afternoon that two of 
his tenants, Jackson Jones and 
Henry Brooks, stole from his 
place two fine mules and when 
last heard of were coming in the 
direction of the city. When last 
seen they were both under the 
influence of whiskey.

Police are under the impres­
sion they have skipped to some 
other state with the animals.

Visit Our 7,000 sqft Showrooom

Blinds, Shutters, Drapery, 
Woven woods, Cellular, Roman 

Shades & More

Your Total Window 
Treatment Provider

Rand’s Blinds Inc.
Bus: (256) 650-0465

Aesthetically Pleasing
Interior Window Treatments 

Visit us at: 
www.randsblinds.com

J R W Construction, Inc

MIKE A. WEST
REMODELING

Commercial & 
Residential

Professional 
Design Builder

Over 28 years Experience

Visit Park Supply for 
all your plumbing 

needs

SPECIALTY 
PIPE VALVES 

DOOR HARDWARE 
MANY STOCK ITEMS

In Business Since 1963

200 Weschase - Huntsville

539-6801
Park Supply Co.

4736 Commercial Drive. (256) 837-4036
www:parksupplycompany.com
SSSSSSKSSSS^SS

http://www.randsblinds.com
www:parksupplycompany.com
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The Cross 
on the 
Mountain

by Jon Jackson

For anyone who grew up in 
Huntsville, the huge concrete 
cross on the side of Monte Sano 
was a landmark. While the 
cross is highly visible to almost 
all of Huntsville, its history is 
virtually unknown to most. Sit­
ting on the Burritt Museum na­
ture trail, the cross has, since 
it's erection in 1963, attracted 
a lot of attention. No one is sure 
how many of Burritt's 100,000 
plus annual visitors go to the 
foot of the cross but officials 
believe that many of them do. 
Although called the Monte Sano 
Cross, it actually sits on 
Roundtop Mountain, one of a 
series of mountains that runs 
through Huntsville.

The current cross is the 
third to sit on the mountain. 
The first was erected in the early 
1900's. No one really knows a 
lot about it. The Monte Sano 
Civic Association erected the 
second in 1956 during the Eas­
ter season. The 30-foot wooden 

cross sat on a bluff overlook­
ing Huntsville.

When Sam Thompson sold 
the property to John and Robert 
Moorman in the late 1950's, the 
cross had to be moved. The 
Burritt board minutes from May 
2, 1960 state that a request had 
been made to move the cross to 
the Burritt Museum property. On 
May T7 the minutes state that, 
"Mrs. Moorman has been notified 
[that] the cross could be placed 
on Burritt property." That is when 

Do you need to: Separate, divorce, or settle an estate; 
Downsize or move to a smaller house; 

Clean out your garage or attic; 
Remodel; Organize your yard sale?

Let me clean out - pack up - sell off - donate 
Let me ease your mind by tying up your Loose Ends!

Visit us on the web at: looseendsbymj.com 
email: mjailor@looseendsbymj.com

Mary Jim Ailor (256)658-2718

the Ministers Association stepped 
in and the third cross project be­
gan and on December 5, 1960 the 
Burritt board approved the site for 
the new cross.

Soon the Ministers Associa­
tion began collecting funds for 
the erection of the cross. Esti­
mates of the amount raised vary 
from $3,500 to $15,000, but no 
one is really sure just how much 
was raised. The Southern Cast 
Stone Company took the job of 
fabricating the cross when no one

Guns
Refurbished

Rust Bluing 
Stock Refinishing

Reasonable Prices

OLD MILL IRON

534-0502

"Custom Iron and Fabrication"
Located in the Old Lincoln Mill

www.oldmilliron.com Huntsville, Al 35801
1300 Meridian St., Suite 22 256-617-3824

Email us at sales@oldmilliron.com

looseendsbymj.com
mailto:mjailor@looseendsbymj.com
http://www.oldmilliron.com
mailto:sales@oldmilliron.com


in Huntsville wanted the job. The cross is hollow, 
composed of steel reinforced concrete cast in sec­
tions and brought in three sections by truck to Hunts­
ville when completed. At 70 feet tall and 31 feet wide, 
the cross dominates the mountain side and is the 
most visible structure there.

When it arrived the only vehicles that could erect 
it on the site belonged to the U.S. Army, which re­
fused to become involved in the matter because of 
its religious nature. But, as the Reverend Edward 
"Ted" Gartrell said in a 1990 interview with the 
Huntsville Times, one of his members soon came to 
the rescue. "Milton Cummings," said Gartrell, "was 
the President of Brown Engineering at the time, and 
he somehow contracted out with Redstone Arsenal 
to use their vehicles. The army wouldn't touch it but 
Mil ton somehow found a way around it."

A road was then cleared by the Madison County 
Commission to the site for the trucks and a crane 
to erect the cross. James Record, chairman of 
the Madison County Commission at the time and 
a member of the Burritt board, volunteered the 
county to clean out the area, which says cost about 
$5,000. Record was later quoted as saying, "I think 
it was well worth the money because the cross is 
one of the best things to ever happen to Huntsville 
and Madison County. It's a landmark I am very proud 
of." With everything in place, the erection of the struc­
ture began and H. A. Godsey, a member at Faith 
Chapel, operated the crane. One of the workers had 
to be lowered down into the first section to weld it to 
the base but after that construction proceeded 
quickly.

Next came the issue of lighting. The Ministers 
Association wanted to string white light bulbs around 
the cross but the Burritt Board of 
Directors quickly voted that down. 
Dr. Frances Roberts, a member of 
the board later said, "I don't re­
member a great deal about the 
cross when it was erected, but I 
do remember the Ministers Asso­
ciation wanting to put white bulbs 
around it. We were totally opposed 
to that, but we did agree to let 
them put a foot light at the base." 
The lighting committee of the Min­
isters Association, chaired by the 
Reverend Edsel Keith, moved 
quickly to put up the 12 flood­
lights. The Association then asked 
the Burritt Museum to pay for the 
electricity to light the cross. The 
museum declined since it was 
having trouble just paying its own 
bills. Instead, a separate meter

— Old Huntsville Page 49 
was placed on the property for the cross lights and 
until 1975 the city of Huntsville paid the bill. In '75 
the city elected to stop paying for the lights because 
the upkeep was becoming prohibitive. The bulbs 
themselves cost around $1,000 and many had been 
either broken by vandals or burned out from con-

ORECK HL Sil ver New!
Limited Time Half Price Offer:

$225 '^9

Oreck XL® Silver
ONE PER CUSTOMER 
FOR A LIMITED TIME

• 3-Year Warranty
• Lightweight Only 9 Pounds
• Powerful, Easy to Maneuver
• Intellashield Technology”':
Antimicrobial Protection

• Hypo-Allergenic Filtration
• Filters 99.9% Of Particles 

Down to 0.3 Microns

V2 Price

r
■SALE OH UPRIGHT OHLY

ORECK VACUUMS
1010 Airport Road- Suite B-HuaWlle 1181 WtliM Road-Suite 8-Decatur 
(286)883-2525 • M-S IM • fen 12-5 (251) 308-1007 • M-S IM • Ctaod Sun
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tinuous use.

Since then the bill has been 
paid by anonymous donors and 
Huntsville Utilities will not release 
the names. But according to 
Gartrell, "I wouldn't be surprised 
if it had been Milton [Cummings] 
because he was very interested in 
the project."

While the cross was not 
erected under controversy, it has 
seen some in the ensuing years. 
The biggest one came in the 
1970's when Huntsville decided 
to adopt a flag. The one selected 
had a boll weevil, a rocket, and 
the cross. When some people in 
the community objected to the 
religious symbol the idea was 
quickly dropped.

Today the Burritt Museum 
keeps the bushes around the 
base trimmed, but very little 
else can be done because of the 
city's slope ordnance prohibit­
ing clear cutting on the moun­
tain side. Around the base to­
day one will find thorns and 
wild roses, which help to pro­
tect the cross from vandals. 

him by the collar, dragged him out 
and belabored him with a stout 
cudgel, in the hope of making him 
sober enough to marry.

The bride's father, however, 
took a more practical view of 
the situation, and, declaring the 
engagement off, said that any 
eligible candidate for his 
daughter's hand might wed her 
on the spot without incurring any 
expense.

, 1

| GrandMother’s House 
“Gourmet Country Cooking"

Hours —
Lunch: Wed., Thur., Fri., Sun. — 11 a.m. - 2 p.m.

Dinner: Friday — Saturday 5 - 8:30 p.m.

Two aspirants came forward, 
and after inspection by the bride, 
and interrogation as to their 
worldly condition, one was politely 
dismissed, and the other took the 
"Boozing swine's" place, and was 
made a happy husband.

“You have only the rights you 
are willing to fight for.”

Jimmy Smithson, Athens

Whipped and 
Brideless

From 1890 newspaper

They don't permit a drunken 
man to marry in Huntsville. On 
the contrary they whip him and 
give his bride to another. An il­
lustration of this occurred, 
when a couple appeared in 
church and requested the priest 
to marry them.

The priest, detecting an un­
steady gait in the bridegroom, 
refused and called the young 
man a "boozing swine". Indig­
nant at the untimely inebriate, 
the father of the drunkard seized

To Go Orders Are Welcome. (256) 725-7444 
3980 Old Hwy 431S
Owens Cross Roads, AL 35763
(10 Minutes South of Hampton Cove) 
www.grandmothershouse.biz

(Si<m 1969) J.C. Vaughn
~ - President_ /-y o rresicGuns &

) Tackle Shop, Inc

1112 6th Avenue, SE
Decatur, Al 35601 

(256)353-2503

1650 Jordan Lane
Huntsville, Al 35816 

(256)830-0761

r

Guns - Buy - Sell - Trade - Consignment - Repair
Holsters - Knives - Ammo - Reloading Supplies

http://www.grandmothershouse.biz


News from 
Gurley 
in 1891

- Our little city is quiet as 
usual, moving on "in the even 
tenor of its way."

- Last week the weather was 
extremely warm, but it has sud­
denly changed and forced us to 
put on our overcoats and 
kindled the fire to keep us 
warm.

- Gurley is still enlarging her 
borders. The new bucket factory 
of Vorenburg & Bros, is about 
completed. The workmen are 
putting up the machinery, and 
expect to commence the manu­
facture of Cedar Buckets in a 
very short time.

- It would seem to an ordi­
nary thinker that there is great 
room in the country for cedar 
bucket factories, there are only

ELS
Estate Liquidation

Services

about 4 in the United States.
- Mr. Vorenburg is in Bos­

ton now in the interest of his 
business.

- The new Baptist church
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will soon be completed, which 
will be quite an addition to our 
town. The work of the new 
building seems to be first class.

Tickets can be purchased at

5 Points Hallmark 
Dallas Mill Deli 

In Bloom on Pratt 
Railroad Station Antiques 

or on our web site www.thelowryhouse.com

$35/person

Professional Quality 
Estate Liquidation

Residential
Settling an Estate 

Downsizing 
Business Liquidation 
Going out of business 

Relocation
Divorce

Belinda Buford 603-1166 
Pat Jeffries 797-0196

OCTOBER 30th 
7:00PM - 11:00PM

LIVE BAND 
HORS D’OEWRES 
WATER AND SODA 

COSTUME CONTEST
*Coolers Permitted 

♦Tickets non-refundable 
♦Rain or Shine

1205 Kildare Street

http://www.thelowryhouse.com
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Influenza
Paralyzes 
Huntsville 

a proposal to post guards at the 
city limits in an effort to stop 
any more sickness being 
brought from other communi­
ties.

In a related incident, there 
was a shooting on Monte Sano 
when a family, fleeing the illness

in the city, tried to set up a camp­
site on private property. Scores 
of families are reported to be 
camping on the mountain in the 
belief that it is a healthier site. 
Some of the property owners, 
armed with guns, are said to be 
patrolling their property.

from 1918 newspaper
A particularly virulent form 

of influenza, commonly known 
as the Spanish Flu, has para­
lyzed Huntsville. More than four 
hundred people have already 
died and thousands more are 
seriously ill.

The mayor has ordered all 
places of business, with the ex­
ception of drug stores, be closed 
between 5 PM., and 9 A.M. and 
all sporting events, theaters and 
similar gatherings be canceled 
until further notice. All city and 
county schools will also remain 
closed.

Citizens are warned against 
entering any premises display­
ing the quarantine notice. All 
deaths are to be reported to the 
authorities as soon as possible 
and the clothes, bedding and 
personal effects of the victims 
are to be left where they are un­
til such time as the authorities 
can burn them. Failure to do so 
can result in a fine and impris­
onment.

City leaders are considering

Cunningham’s
Bargain Furniture

Shabby Chic
Lamps
Patio Furniture 
Stone Garden decor

Living room pieces
Desks
Dressers & small tables 
Wicker and Rattan

Furniture for every room of the home at 
_____ Bargain Basement Prices!_____

(256) 536-3071
707 Andrew Jackson Way, just north of Mullins Restaurant 

Mon-Fri 10-5 Sat 10-4

Dakinq lips
* To make cakes and pancakes 
moist, add a teaspoon or two of 
honey to the batter.
* To keep waxed paper down on the 
counter when rolling dough, try 
wetting the counter first.
* The best way to cushion cookies 
for mailing is with popcorn.
* When baking any pie with a gra­
ham cracker crust, dip the pan in 
warm water for ten seconds and it 
will be easy to remove.
* Angel food cake should be cooled 
by turning the pan upside down 
over a tray of ice cubes.
* Icing will stay where you put it, if 
you first sprinkle the cake with 
powdered sugar.

Madison Clounty’s 
not-for-profit 

hospice provider

Since 1979.
\/\/e're Here Hor You When You Need

(256) 650-1212
www.hospicefamilycare.org

3304 Westmill Drive • Huntsville, AL 35805

http://www.hospicefamilycare.org
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Civil War Shell 
Causes 
Excitement in 
New Hope

From 1891 newspaper

From a very reliable source, 
a Mercury reporter was in­
formed that on last Saturday at 
a point in the vicinity of New 
Hope, but on the Marshall 
County side of the river, an ex­
plosion occurred that has re­
called the war and nearly scared 
the life out of an honest old 
darkey.

It seems that the old man 
was burning logs for the pur­
pose of clearing up, and he had 
set fire to a heap which ignited 
a large dead tree. Suddenly a 
most terrific explosion oc­
curred, one that was heard for 
miles, and the old tree was sliv­
ered and scattered to the winds. 
The old darkey who was a hun­
dred yards distant took his de­
parture without troubling him­
self, with an investigation.

A party who finally visited 
the spot where the tree once 
stood and made an investiga­
tion, found from the surround­
ings every evidence that the ex­
plosion was that of a bombshell 
that had been imbedded in the 
tree during the war.

TH f 
mu 
SHOP

Guitar • Banjo
Mandolin

Sales • Instruction 
Repair

309 Jordan Lane 
Huntsville, AL 35805 

Tel: (256) 430-4729 
Fax: (256) 430-1081

It is known that there was a 
good deal of firing from cannon 
loaded with shell at this point 
during the war, a point that com­
manded the river.

The circumstances can ad­
mit of two theories, one that the 
shell became imbedded in the 
tree by being fired from a cannon 
and failed to explode.

The other that it had been 
left in the hollow, if there was 
any in the tree, as a sort of keep­
sake, hoping at some future day

7002 Memorial Parkway N. 
Huntsville, Alabama 35810

iett Nurseri
Mums in beautiful colors!

Fall plantings are here. Our experienced 
staff is ready to help you.

SLINKARD WOODCRAFT, LLC
Greg Slinkard

111 Benson Circle 
Huntsville, Al 35806

Office (256) 859-4020
Cell (256) 653-1703
Fax (256) 859-9800

email: slin3305@bellsouth.net

Custom Cabinets &
Outdoor Kitchens 
Your outdoor kitchen specialist

Visitwww.outdoorkitchensbyatlantis.com

that it would get in its work. The 
first theory, however, is the 
most probable. The report was 
heard far into Madison County 
and occasioned considerable 
wonder. It is said the old negro 
will burn no more brush in that 
neighborhood.

“If they really wanted to 
honor the soldiers, they 
would let them sit in the 

stands and have the 
people march by.”

Jay Spalding, U. S. Army, Ret.

mailto:slin3305@bellsouth.net
Visitwww.outdoorkitchensbyatlantis.com
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Bear Mauls 
Dog in 
Sharp's Cove 

from 1909 newspaper

Campers in Sharp's Cove got 
a surprise when a black bear 
wandered near their campsite 
last week. Seven different people 
saw the bear which was de­
scribed as being of a good size.

A terrier, belonging to A.J. 
Fortner, was seriously mauled 
when it tried to confront the 
bear. It is not certain if the dog 
will even live through the week.

There had been earlier reports 
of bear signs and tracks in the vi­
cinity but were mostly dismissed 
as products of an active imagina­
tion.

The last confirmed sighting of 
a bear in Madison County oc­
curred shortly before the Civil 
War.

Whiskey Still 
Burns House
from 1919 newspaper

A fire destroyed the home 
of James Sutler on Madison 
Street last night when a whis­
key still expoded. Sutler was fir­
ing the still with wood when 
mash clogged the drip pipe and 
the built up pressure caused it 
to explode, sending burning sticks 
of wood throughout the house. By 
the time help arrived the house 
was almost totally burned. Sutler 
escaped with burned hair and a 
severe scalding on the upper parts 
of his body.

AUCTION
Saturday October 24, 2009 @ 4:00

At: B & W Auction
356 Capshaw Road, Madison, Al. 35757

Antiques, Collectibles, Furniture & Glassware - "Tony from Ohio" 
Partial List includes:
3-door bookcase; inlaid mahogany sideboard, oak curved glass china cabinet, 
oak plant stand, oak sideboard, 5-piece inlaid deco bedroom set; mission oak 
desk; pair of round marble top tables; Mahogany comer what-not shelf; 45" oak 
round pedestal table, pair of French inlaid tables, butcher blocks; block front 
carved table; carved walnut sideboard; inlaid & carved French cocktail table; 
mahogany 90-piece dining room set w/ China cabinet; 54" round walnut dining 
room table w/leaves; Victorian leather top desk; 11-piece dining room set; ma­
hogany bow front dresser w/mirror; William & Mary oak sideboard w/ mirror; 
mahogany washstand; oak ice box; oak 3-door bookcase; oak serpentine dresser 
w/ carved mirror; oak wardrobe/chest; mahogany game table; oak claw foot 
chest; Victorian wardrobes; comer cabinet; smokestand; 2 oak 3-stack book­
cases w/ drawers; pair of needlepoint chairs; pair of 1-door white cabinets; knee- 
hole desks; solid cherry double bed; oak highback armchair; early cherry dropleaf 
table; stenciled kitchen cabinet; cedar chests, servers, dropleaf kitchen table, art 
deco chest, bracket foot chests, rockers, oak desk chairs, early ldrawer stand, 
drum table, magazine racks, 4-piece cherry serpentine front bedroom set, porce­
lain top kitchen table, oak desks, oak round pedestal table with leaves, carved 
Singer sewing machine, 4-drawer storage cabinet, 6-piece 
walnut dining room set, walnut carved double bed, Empire dresser & chest, pair 
of wingback chairs, Oriental mgs, oil paintings, fancy mirrors, crocks & jugs, 
copper boiler, many lamps, leaded glass windows, dinnerware sets, silverplated 
pieces, 20+ Hummels, many tray lots & glassware, Much MORE! Over 600 lots for 
this sale, the building will be full! No Buyers Premium!!

Go to: www.auctionzip.com AUCTIONEER ID#5484 for Pictures & Di­
rections Major credit cards accepted - Climate Controlled - Smoke Free 
Facility Wilson Hilliard, SL#97 Bill Ornburn, SL#673 Charles Thorpe, 
SL#392

(256) 837-1559 or (256) 837-8377

“Never underestimate the 
power of stupid people in 

large groups.”

Z SPARKMAN MARBLE 
AND GRANITE

HUNTSVILLE'S OLDEST FAMILY OWNED 
MONUMENT COMPANY SINCE 1892 

1111 WELLS AVE.
HUNTSVILLE AL 35801 

256 534 ~ 0971
George Carlin

http://www.auctionzip.com
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Lingerie

The truest expression of a woman’s most 
feminine self is found beneath the delicate 

lace that lays soft upon her shoulder, the silk 
that delicately clings to her supple curves, in 
the movement of sheer chiffon and suddenly 
revealed in a smile and the gentle caress of 
her skin close to yours. Styles catering to 

every woman s needs, from fishnet to Bridal 
sets, and every size, style color, type and 

accessory in between. For a little role playing, 
choose a sexy costume and matching hosiery 

from our extensive collection.

Dancewear, Clubwear, Shoes

<£. Accessories
A strappy stiletto is an exotic compliment to 
any negligee' or little black dress. Platform 

heels compliment every dance routine. When­
ever the night whispers an invitation to come 
out and play, you must stop in for the sexiest 
and most seductive shoes, dance and club­
wear in the valley area We guarantee the 

iowest nrices on uniaue. quality night wear.

^Pleasures
ONE STOP ROMANCE SHOP

Boutiques offering the intimate side of romance 
in an upscale and personal environment.

Gift Baskets
Wine glasses filed with chocolate kisses, long 
tapered candles, a teddy bear and a rose are 
just the beginning of the most romantic gift 

basket ever designed. Create any theme you 
want from our collection of romance inspiring 
gifts. Delivery available with advance notice.

HUNTSVILLE 
Pleasures 

4925 University 
256-830-0069 
A/-7h. IO-IOP.m 

h-Sat 10 midnight 
Sun 12-6

HUNTSVILLE 
More Pleasures
4925 University 

256-83 7-9HOT 
Mon-Th. I0-l0p.m, 
rri-Sat 10 midnight 

Suu 12-6

DECATUR
Pleasures & 

More Pleasures 
1711 Central Pkwy. 

256-584-0069
Moil-Sat. IO-9p.m

MyPleasureStore.com

MyPleasureStore.com


^niion
’ 315 Jefferson Street j H P

Uptown Shopping In Downtown Huntsville w

»
Open Daily 10-5 Sunday 1-5

Located, in the historic three-story, 23,000 square-foot Lombardo 
building andfeaturing over 80 dealers

Available Now!!! Shaver’s
Top 10 Books of Local & 

Regional Interest

I

A «

WICKED 
NORTH

ALABAMA
1ACQ0ELYN PROCTER REEVES

s
s
a

a

( (AjZhoughts of Alabama invite images 
of Confederate jasmine and fertile 

cotton fields, sweet iced tea and southern 
hospitality. But even in paradise, evil sometimes 
creeps in. Some of the stories captured within 
the pages of this book are well known to the 
good folks of North Alabama; others are less 
familiar. The scandals of Lincoln’s brother- in­
law, the reign of terror created by Huntsville’s 
Southwest Molester, the Decatur man who 
buried his wife’s dismembered body under 
the fishpond and the beautiful Black Widow 
of Hazel Green- all of these stories and more 
are well researched and masterfully written by 
Huntsville author Jacquelyn Procter Reeves.

1. Wicked North Alabama by 
Jacque Gray Reeves Introductory price 
of $17.95

2. Historic Photos of University of 
Alabama Football: by Joseph “Woody” 
Woodruff $35.00

3. Historic Photos of Huntsville 
by Jacque Gray Reeves $39.95

4. True Tales of Old Madison
County by Virgil (Pat) Jones $7.95

5. When Spirits Walk: Madison
County Ghost Stories $16.95

6. Lessons from the Skillet (Lick 
Skillet, Alabama) Revised editition by 
Harold Fanning $13.95

7. Treasured Alabama Recipesby 
Kathryn Tucker Windham (signed) 
$14.95

8. Historical Markers of Madison 
Cpunty, Alabama$~\8.95

9. Alabama Illustrated Engravings 
from 19th century newspapers $29.95 
Huntsville by Michael Ward $30.00

10. Huntsville Vintage Postcards 
by Alan Wright $19.99

a

♦

Swi
Railroad Station Antiques - (256) 533-6550

Shaver’s Books - (256) 533-7364 Email shaversbks@comcast.net a
S

mailto:shaversbks@comcast.net

