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War

There was a frantle pound-
ing oen the door. Seme men
opened it a bit to let inside a
erying woman and a girl of
about 12. The little girl was
stone-faced and wide-eyed with
shoek. Small eyes can only
held so much.

The woman was eompletely
hysterical. She sereamed and
erled. She was injured, but
seemed unaware of it. She
repeated ever and over, “Our
Darmstadt is gone. There is
no stone standing above the
other. Everyone is dead.

Everything is destroyed. Every-
thing is gone.”




In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same traditiom.

While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more
employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers
insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the
same location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Rememlver Them

333 Washington St - 539-5777




Days of
War

by Rick Carter

In the mid-sixties you didn’t
have to work on Redstone Ar-
senal, nor live in Huntsville,
Alabama to hear the deep rum-
bling sound. People in Madison
County, surrounding counties,
and even southern Tennessee
heard it, too. It was more than
noise. It was an awesome force
felt deep in our bones, down to
the marrow, where our very
souls trembled; man had made
thunder that rivaled God’s own.

Cups, plates and flatware
danced in our cupboards.
Mama always said it was the
sound that was made when the
dish ran away with the spoon.
But our laughter was hollow
when those old windows rattled.
Something ominous was com-
ing, was there, wanted in, and
brought the uneasy feeling that
it could not be stopped.

It was the future. And the
future always feasts on the past
in the present, and what we
heard was history in the mak-
ing.

Those mad scientists on
Redstone Arsenal were testing
rockets; sticks of fire they
claimed would send man to the
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moon, in effect, bring it closer to
earth, so close that men might go
there in a decade, and return
home safely, like President
Kennedy said we would before
he was gunned down in Dallas.

America believed him.

The claims of moonwalks
were the dreams of a German
genius; Dr. Werhner von Braun.
He and his team of Rocket Boys
would make the dream true. In
less than a decade, the man on
the moon met the man in the
moon and bounded effortlessly
across his powdered, crater-
scarred face.

Those rocket tests inspired
thousands of boys like me to
ignore our teachers and waste
millions of sheets of notebook
paper. With tongues stuck from
the corners of our mouths in
heavy concentration, we ren-
dered crude drawings of the
moon, the rockets we heard,
and later saw on TV, and the
astronauts who rode them.

.Man has discovered, in-
vented, or made few advances
in his quest for civilization that
he could not bend for use in the
barbarity of war. Many advances
came as a result of the very
search for better weaponry. It
was inevitable that better com-
binations of weaponry in war-
fare would fuel our way to the
moon. God only knew how valu-
able that might prove in count-
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less ways.

It is a long, long way from
Huntsville to the moon. The fiery
path of war that eventually led to
footprints on the lunar surface
wound from Peenemunde, Ger-
many, through Texas, then to
Huntsville, Alabama, down to
Florida, and from there to the
moon. The events that led man to
the Sea of Tranquility were any-
thing but tranquil.
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More than six decades ago,
people who never knew each
other, and lived an ocean apart,
were trapped by circumstance
and horrendous events beyond
their control.

My father Conway was born
in 1916, and grew to be a stout
young man who stood no more
than 5°9”. In February 1936 he
was 19 going on 20 when he
asked for Kathleen’s hand in
marriage. She was almost 16.
People married earlier back
then. Both were considered quite
the catch.

Conway was hardened by
years of farm work and logging.
He had eyes of blue, bore a
ruddy complexion and wavy
hair the color of ginger. Every-
one called him “Red.”

Kathleen, called “Kat,” was
a shapely 5’4" with long dark
hair and eyes of cobalt.

The couple danced better than
any pair in the area. People used
to clear the floor just to watch
them. People fed nickels to the
Rockolas just to watch them
dance to their favorite songs.

Fate makes us dance to tunes
we never called; like mari-
onettes, we answer the pull of
fate’s gossamer strings, finer
than the silken strands of spi-
ders’ webs. They are inescapable
and we usually never hear the
tunes to which we dance.

Red and Kat had little money,
but were happy. These were my
parents, ten years before I was
born.

December 7%, 1941 was a
Sunday much like any other
until they turned on the radio
that sat atop the ice box. The
little radio had big news - a day
of infamy — Pearl Harbor had
been attacked by Japan.

America was sucked into
WW II. Nothing would ever be
the same.

When war came, many young
men marched off to foreign
lands; Red was called to work
in a new munitions factory on
Redstone Arsenal, making ord-
nance for the soldiers “over
there.”
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The Arsenal was established
a scant four months earlier, in
1941, as part of the mobilization
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leading up to US involvement in
World War II. Over 550 families
were displaced when the Army
acquired the land. Over 300 of
these were tenants and share-
croppers. Most of the landowners
were allowed to salvage their as-
sets and rebuild elsewhere. The
remaining buildings were almost
all razed by the War Department.
A land-use agreement was ar-
ranged with the Tennessee Valley
Authority (TVA) for the Army to
use about 1,250 acres of land
along the Tennessee River front.

The installation would eventu-
ally grow to employ almost
20,000 people and encompass
near 40,000 acres of the rich,
red soil along the banks of the
Tennessee River.

Many of the displaced share-
croppers and former landown-
ers returned to their lands as
civilian workers on the military
base. It must have seemed
strange to work in a bomb fac-
tory on the very land they
plowed, planted and picked cot-
ton from a few years before.

The military installation was
originally composed of three
separate entities: the Huntsville
Arsenal and the Huntsville De-
pot {later the Gulf Chemical
Warfare Depot), which were op-
erated under the auspices of the
Chemical Warfare Service, and
the Redstone Ordnance Plant,
which was later renamed the
Redstone Arsenal, operated by
the Army Ordnance Department.

In the early years, the Arsenal
operated as a production and

stockpiling facility for chemical
weapons such as phosgene,
Lewisite, and mustard gas.

The use of toxic gases in war-
fare was banned under the
Geneva Protocol of 1925, but the
US agreed to sign only with the
reservation that it be allowed to
use chemical weapons against
aggressors who used them. The
facility also produced carbonyl
iron powder (for radio and ra-
dar tuning), tear gas, and smoke
and incendiary devices (Reed and
Langdale 2001). The Redstone
Army Airfield was established
for the 6th Army Air Forces to
test the incendiary devices in
preparation for the firebombing
of Japanese cities, which began
in February 1945.

Germany cities had had their
own taste of Huntsville earlier.

While Huntsville geared up
to make bombs, on the other
side of the Atlantic, a beautiful
young, blond-haired, blue-eyed
fraulein named Heidi danced in
Darmstadt, Germany. She did
not dance alone. Most of the
Fatherland danced with her. The
tunes were called by a charis-
matic orator named Adolph Hit-
ler.

Originally thought to be
Germany’'s salvation after the
treaties of WW1, Hitler offered
promise and hope to a down-
trodden people in bad need of
restoration of national pride
and dignity. By the time people
recognized him for the genocidal
megalomaniac that he was, he
had embroiled Germany in a
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two-front war with Britain,
America and Russia.

The University in Darmstadt
is and was one of the impor-
tant technical institutes in Ger-
many and is well known for its
research and teaching in the
Electrical, Mechanical and Civil
Engineering disciplines. This
made the city a natural attrac-
tion for much industry, includ-
ing the chemical / pharmaceuti-
cal company, Merck.

The natural attraction of in-
dustry also made Darmstadt a
natural attraction for the allied
bombers during WW II. The city
was the target of more than 35
bombing raids from 1940
through 1945.

Germany had taken its toll
on London with relentless at-
tacks via the feared V2 rockets
that rained fire on the city at all
hours of the day and night.
Werhner von Braun and his
team of scientists had developed
a weapon unlike any the allies
had: an unmanned bomb, ca-
pable of flying itself to targets.

Britain and the allies had
their revenge on Germany, and
many of the bombs were manu-
factured right here in Huntsville,

Alabama. Men and women
worked day and night on Redstone
Arsenal to provide ordnance for
the allies’ bombers.

Sitting in her beautiful home
in Huntsville, located just be-
yond the western edge of
Redstone Arsenal, Heidi
Medinica recounted the worst of
the raids Darmstadt was to
endure.
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Heidi had bad memories of
Sept 11 before 2001.

On the night of Sept. 11,
1944, the young fraulein was
awakened by the air raid sirens
over her hometown of
Darmstadt, Germany. The
bombers were coming again.

She and her parents dressed
sleepily, grabbed their impor-
tant papers, and headed four
blocks up the hill to the shelter in
an underground storage facility for
what was once a brewing com-
pany.

They felt secure inside this
“Felsenkeller” {boulder cellar) It
was a cave with a door on it, so
sturdy that the heavy metal door
rarely had to be closed when
other areas of the city were
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bombed.

About a block from the shel-
ter, as detonations came from
nearby, they quickened their steps
but thought the explosions were
from the FLAK — “Flieger Abwehr
Kanone” (anti-aircraft canons).

They took their places in the
shelter among friends and
neighbors, many of whom
brought chairs in which to sleep
as best they could. Not long af-
ter they settled in, they heard the
huge, steel door closing. All
conversation stopped. This was
going to be a bad one.

They heard the bombs rain-
ing down and felt the explosions
one after another. Heidi and her
parents held hands in a small
circle and shivered with fear.
Then the lights went out. The
darkness was brightened little
by cigarette lighters, candles and
flashlights.

Heidi says the sound of the
explosions and roar of the fall-
ing bombs was indescribable,
yet the sound is indelibly fused
in her mind.

“One is aware that death is
imiminent, but you are resigned,
and helpless. You literally wait
for your death. Your only hope
is that death comes quickly, with-
out pain.”

All around them, death
dropped from the sky. There
was terror, horror, and that un-
imaginable noise. People were
crying, praying, huddled to-
gether, and quaking with fear.

She recalls a strong male
voice seeking to calm them,
“The shelter is strong enough. No
bombs can penetrate the boul-
ders. We will get out of here alive.
Just stay calm.”

The bombing continued.

“Beauty is skin deep. But
how rich you are can last
a long time.”

Christine, age 9

—

There was a frantic pounding on
the door. Some men opened it a
bit to let inside a crying woman
and a girl of about 12. The little
girl was stone-faced and wide-
eyed with shock. Small eyes can
only hold so much.

The woman was completely
hysterical. She screamed and
cried. She was injured, but
seemed unaware of it. She re-
peated over and over, “Our
Darmstadt is gone. There is no
stone standing above the other.
Everyone is dead. Everything
is destroyed. Everything is
gone.”

Wave after wave of devasta-
tion continued to shower down
on them. Itlasted about 50 min-
utes, but seemed as if it would
never end. During a lull, someone
opened the shelter door and they
gathered out front for a disbeliev-
ing look. The immediate neigh-

gbry Fun‘é_ral
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Homes, Inc.
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since 1919

(256) 536-6654

We now have the first phase of

Valley View Cemetery
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borhood around the shelter was
unrecognizable. It was a pile of
bricks, mortar and stones amid
fire and smoke. The maimed and
badly burned smoldered in the
streets.

And the most frightening
thing of all was the eerie howl
of the wind as the huge fire drew
breath. It seemed as if all of
the air was being sucked into
the inferno that fed itself oxy-
gen and consumed the city.

There were huge, boiling
clouds of dark smoke. Fire
flickered inside them like light-
ning. Huge craters yawned
where minutes before four-story
solidly built buildings had
stood since the late 17" century.
In minutes, buildings hundreds
of years old were crumbled like
handfuls of crackers.

The sound of more explo-

“Santa Claus has the right
idea - visit people only
once a year.”

Victor Borge

Oalon Bella
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Audra Wilson

Melissa Steelman

Expert Hair Care

1701 University Dr.
(corner Church and Pratt)

(256) 534-5002

sions rode the screaming winds.
They seemed further away; still
everyone scrambled back inside
the shelter and was scared anew.
They could not imagine why wave
after wave of bombs was neces-
sary because there was nothing
left.
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After a couple of hours, they
dared to leave the shelter. Going
home was a journey into hell.
They stepped gingerly over
corpses that were charred beyond
recognition. They knew the smok-
ing remains had been friends and
neighbors who had not gone to
the shelter.

There were flaming buildings
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pocked destruction field. There
were no more sidewalks, or traf-
fic lanes, or yards. All had
turned into debris, charred tim-
bers, ruin, rubble, chaos.

Heidi and her parents were
stunned to find that their house
was one of a handful left stand-
ing in their neighborhood. The
windows were blown out, the
massive wooden front door
splintered, but they would have
a place to shelter from coming
winter.

They joined the bucket bri-
gades to help bring fires under
control, saving what they could.

Daybreak revealed devasta-
tion the dark had hidden. The
biggest tragedy of it all was the
people. They cried, dug, and
clawed at the rubble with their
hands, looking for the bodies
of their children and families.

The smoky air was tinged
with a new smell, something
sweet and odd. Young Heidi
soon learned it was the odor of
the swiftly decaying bodies un-
der the rubble. And the rubble
would grudgingly yield 12,000
bodies.

The toll was 12,000 dead,
60,000 homeless. Darmstadt
had taken a pounding of
300,000 incendiary bombs and
700 detonation bombs.

Bombs made - guess where?

Heidi recalls they felt an im-
mense outrage toward the en-
emy. Toward Hitler? No, at the
time they believed it was all the

work of the enemy. “We were
furious, incensed, appalled and
hateful. We wondered how any-
one could do this.”

It wasn’t until after the war
that they found out how badly
Hitler had duped them, what he
had really done, and that
Germany’s blood was on his
hands. They could not believe
how easily they were led, de-
ceived, and brainwashed by his
powerful propaganda machine.

She had learned not to put a
lot of trust in the words of world
leaders.

She recalls there was no
water, no food, no transporta-
tion, no lights, no gas, no
stores, no hospitals, nothing to
help bury the dead. People
made crude make-shift carts
and piled their dead on them,
dug graves and buried them.

Those who were not so lucky
to have someone left to bury
them found their final resting
places in mass graves.

The survivors cleared the
streets as much as they could
so that vehicles from neighbor-
ing cities could get through to
bring them water and sand-
wiches.

She felt thankful their gar-
den was spared, and she and

“Monday is an awful way to
spend 1/7 of your week.”

Diane Owens, Huntsville
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her parents would go there ev-
ery day to escape that horrible
thing that was called living.
They had no mail for weeks.
There were no trucks.
Then Heidi’s family received
the most devastating news yet.
“My dashing, promising,
good-looking brother Richard
had been killed as an Officer of
the German Army. He died on
the Russian front on Sept 15,
though we did not find out until
much later. All we could ask
ourselves was “Died for what?”
Six months later, on March
25, 1945, the Americans came.
Darmstadt was occupied.
“That day, I stood with my
parents at the window of my
room and watched the Ameri-
can tanks rumble by. I cried
my heart out.”

“Since you have — by the
grace of God - since your war
between the states, never been
exposed to it, you have no con-
ception of how war affects your
life, your total being, your very
soul. One does not feel it as
much during that time because
one has been conditioned to be
brave.”

Her voice grew softer. “In
retrospect, the fact is piercingly
clear; war tears you apart from

“All government without the
consent of the governed is the
very definition of slavery.”

Jonathan Swift

your own self, your family, your
principles, your philosophy,
your beliefs, and your future. It
leaves only scars and horrific
indelible memories.”

One sees this is painful for
her. “When the man-made hor-
rors of war appear, the soul-
searching question arises over
and over, “Where was God.
Where is God?”

She winces when I suddenly
recall that many of the incendi-
ary bombs dropped on
Darmstadt were probably
manufactured in Huntsville, on
the arsenal across the road from
her home. She was unaware of
that. I wished I had not men-
tioned it.
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At the end of the war, the al-
lies made a mad scramble to
capture all of the German sci-
entists they could. Dr. von
Braun and hundreds of his top
scientists made a decision to
surrender to the Americans.

Allied
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Special Lunch Buffet Mon - Fri 11AM to 2PM
Lunch Specials Saturday & Sunday
Open 7 Days A Week &

COMPLETE TAKE OUT MENVU
BANQUET FACILITIES

See our MENUin the
= RESTAURANT
MENUSECTION

EST. 1

256-539-6075 * 256-534-9161

FAX 256-536-4639

2008 MEMORIAL PKWY §
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DLE DAD'S BAR-B-Q

It's Cooked In The Pit"

828-8777 828-8778

Bill & Rosemary Leatherwood, owners

Ask For Our Special
Kid's Menu!
b

There’s nothing better than barbeque!!
Order BBQ, Savory Ribs and all the fixin’s.

Pork Sandwich

Chicken Sandwich Specialty Items

Turkey Sandwich Salads

Rib Sandwich Hot Dogs

Pork Plate Hamburgers

1/2 Chicken Plate Slaw Dogs

Ribs (Slab) Chili Dogs

Ribs (1/2 Slab) Cheeseburgers

Whole Chicken Plate Dinners

Whole Shoulders Chicken Fingers

French Fries Rib Plates ___ &
Potato Salad 1,2 & 3 Ib. Pork Specials
Pies and much morelll

Baked Beans b ; )
iR bR Give your wife a break from the kitchen

Hushpuppies tonight! Order OLE DAD'S BAR-B-Q.

We Sell BAR-B-Q by The Pound!
14163 Highway 231/431 North

Located in the beautiful city of Hazel Green
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They were initially sent to Fort
Hood, Texas for debriefing.

It became quickly apparent
that American technology was
far, far behind that of Germany,
and if the USA was to compete
in a changing world, they would
have to use the knowledge that
the Germans offered.

Von Braun and his team
were transferred to Huntsville
where they developed the
Redstone rocket — simply an im-
proved version of the V2. By the
late 1950s America had its first
ballistic missiles.

Von Braun always worked
with the military for funding for
research, hoping to eventually
get the chance to realize his
dreams of space travel, to the
moon, and beyond.

Heidi and her husband were
in the “second wave” of German
scientists that came to aid von
Braun in the quest to put a man
on the moon as President
Kennedy had challenged.

They did it. The irony that
she would come to live in the
American city that made the ord-
nance that destroyed Darmstadt
is not lost on Heidi. But she is
not bitter. She knows there are
no real winners in war; some
just lose more than others. You
move on and do your best.

She says, “I cannot ad-
equately express how happy I am
to be alive, how happy I am to
live here in Huntsville, Ala-
bama. I feel blessed.”

She sighs and adds, “I wish
to tell everyone to take every
God-given moment of their life
and make it a gracious and
thankful event. You should be
happy you are alive, even if life
doesn’'t seem to be fair, or worth
living at times.”

In 1908 there were about
230 reported murders in
the entire U.S.

Police
News
from 1911

- Frank Lambert, from Bir-
mingham, was arrested for at-
tempting to pass off counterfeit
gold coins. He has been travel-
ing throughout the state pass-
ing the coins to mostly rural
people who had probaly never
seen a gold coin before.

- Harvey Gibson was ar-
rested last night by the police
on a charge of appearing in pub-
lic with a woman of bad char-
acter. He was fined in Mayor
Smith's court this morning.

- Willie Burkley, a boy from
Tullahoma, Tenn. claims he
came to the city with J. Gibson
and was deserted by him. He
had no money and no place to
go and applied to the police for
aid. His people in Tullahoma
were notified and they asked the
police to keep the boy until they
could send for him.

- A vagrant claiming to be
Abraham Lincoln was arrested
Tuesday night at the depot. He
will be emancipated in 30 days
along with a ten dollar fine.

- Tom Uptain is in jail again
for public drunkeness. Twelve
times this year. Enough said.

West Station
Antiques

Come visit us in
Owens Cross Roads at the
Historic Hornbuckle Garage

on old Hwy 431.

Phone (256) 725-BOOK (2665)

Books - Paper ltems
Postcards - Linens - Quilts

Pottery - China - Glas

Sterling Silver - Jewelry

Furniture

Visit us at our website:
www.gibsonbooks.com

3037 Old Highway 431
Owens Cross Roads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

New Hours: Thurs - Sat10-5

Sun-1-5

sware

The Cardiologist’s diet:
“If it tastes good,

spit it out!”

Maurice Gant, BC-HIS
Board Certified Hearing
Instrument Specialist

Center for Hearing, LLC

7531 S. Memorial Parkway Suite C
Phone (256) 489-7700

Huntsville, Al 35

Free Hearing Tests and Consultations
Zero down financing with low payments
Competitive pricing
* Service and repair of all brands and makes of aids
* Hearing aid batteries
» Appointments - Monday thru Friday from (8:00 am
until 5:00 pm) and Saturday upon request

802

00508041
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Moonshiners
and
Bootleggers

By Malcolm Miller

Back in the days when the
only place you could buy alco-
holic drinks was at the State
ABC store, on what is now
Gallatin Street down near Big
Spring Park, and since some
folks just had to have a drink
now and then, there was a big de-
mand for whiskey and beer so
some turned to bootleggers to sat-
isfy their thirst. This is where the
makers of illegal whiskey called
moonshiners came into the pic-
ture. There have been many mov-
ies made about moonshiners
throughout the years, some hilari-
ous and some serious. Also there
were those who made home-made
beer that was known as home
brew.

Alot of the illegal moonshine
was hauled in from Jackson

County, from mountain places it
wasn't safe to venture into unless
you knew some one there. I
worked with a man who hauled
moonshine out of Jackson
County when he was a teenager
years ago. He hauled the liquor for
his uncle who was a big farmer
between Meridianville and Hazel
Green and he was never once
stopped by the law. The reason he
was never stopped was because
his uncle paid the sheriffs depu-
ties to leave his operation alone.
This went on all over Madison
County and had been practiced by
every sheriff for many years past.

One sheriff that I knew well
because we lived in the same com-
munity was L. D. Wall. Everyone
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really liked L. D. and they would
turn their heads at the payoffs his
deputies were collecting and when
election time rolled around he
would be reelected over and over,
I don't think the moonshiners in
Clouds Cove paid off and like
those in Jackson County they
were pretty much left alone.
There was only one road into
Clouds Cove and most folks in
those days didn't dare venture
in there because they might not
come back out and for a while
that included the law.

One of the first drive through
businesses in Huntsville was a
bootlegger on Arm Street in north
Huntsville named J.B.Webb. The
customers would pull up to his

Plate Lunch Special 11:00am - 1:30pm

DEE'S DINER

1 Meat, 3 Vegetables or 2 Vegetables and Dessert
(Includes Drink & Tax)

2007-C N. Memorial Pkwy * 8510603

To Go Qrders Welcome (We are a smoking establishment)

liff Sl

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury
* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A Job - Its Our Mission”

920 Merchants Walk
Suite B
Huntsville, Al

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

(256) 534-4502 Office
(256) 534-4503 Fax
(256) 233-3328 (Athens)




0ld Huntsville Page 16

window and make their purchase
and drive away. Once in a while
they would arrest him and fine
him a hundred dollars to satisfy
some complaining citizen, how-
ever [ heard J.B. say one time
that these little arrests were the
best advertisement he could get
for his business.

A friend of mine told me re-
cently that he used to occasion-
ally ride with his uncle who was a
deputy sheriff. He said his uncle
would pull up to the bootlegger
and the bootlegger would give him
a double shot of whiskey and a
bag full of money. He said he
thought that was the best job in
the world and that was what he
wanted to do when he grew up.

There was one deputy who
was close friends with J.B.Webb
and they often visited each other.
J.B. got in a supply of expensive
Scotch whiskey and he was afraid
the state ABC men might catch
him with it; so he went to his
friend the deputy's house and

stored the expensive whiskey in
the deputy’s shed. Sometime later
J. B. visited the deputy and the
deputy gave him a bottle of the
expensive whiskey. J.B. asked
him where he got such fine whis-
key and the deputy told him
someone had left it in his shed and
he was giving it away for Christ-
mas. This could have broken up
their friendship but it didn't be-
cause they needed each other and
it definitely gave them a lot to
laugh about later.

There were small time boot-
leggers all over the County
mostly selling home brew that
they made and there were sev-
eral people scattered over the
County operating moonshine
stills and now and then they
would be caught by the State
ABC men and some of them had
to spend time in the State pen. I
guess they didn't pay off the local
law enforcement.

Things really started to
change here when the sheriff’s de-

| R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC.

General Contractors
Residential & Commercial
Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

"A Contractor You Can
Trust”

053-9016

Woody
“Andgrson
Ford

On the eorner of
Jordan lsang &
Sparkman Prive

256-539-9441

www.woodgandgrsonford.com

Yes, our trucks come
with a rearview mirror.

No, we haven't used
it in 30 years.




partment was put on the merit system. Before this
went into affect a new sheriff would be elected
who usually had no law enforcement training and
he would fire all the deputies hired by the former
sheriff and hire a whole new force and usually
none of them had ever been in law enforcement.
The sheriff we have now I believe is honest
and even if he wasn't there is no reason for

Heard on the
Street in 1908

- William Moore is being held here for
charges of forgery and bigamy. He tried to com-
mit suicide in his cell by eating the heads of a
large number of matches. Women companions
had returned from seeing him and went to his
mother to get help. The jailor discovered his
plight and administered medicine. Before eat-
ing the matches he wrote a letter to his mother,
companions and chief detectives.

- A local woman, asserting that for months
she had been abused and threatened by her
husband. Mrs. Ethel Olsen, formerly of En-
gland, and later of Huntsville, sent a pistol bullet
at her husband in a crowded street near the
courthouse here late Sunday, missed him and
powder-burned a passerby. She declares she fired
to protect her face from a dash of muriatic acid
which she charges her husband was preparing
to cast at her. She was arrested and charged
with assault with intent of mur-
der. She tells a story of her
husband's alleged cruel treat-
ment of her and their children.

- Jennie Smith holds the
record in this area for marriages.
She claims she was widowed 6
times in Nashville before moving
here, and marrying Jimmy Smith.

- Mayor R. Earle Smith stated
today that no whiskey shall be
sold in Huntsville while he is
mayor. He stated that a few bottles
may occasionally change hands
but that there will be no general
or even restricted sale, and that
the law shall be enforeced as it
appears on the statute books.

1214 Meridian Street (256) 536-3117

payoffs because you can buy anything you want to
drink legally. As far as I know bootleggers and
moonshiners are about extinct, just another way of
life that only remains in those of us who still remem-
ber such things.

Visit www.chaneyplace.com

2 & 3 bedrooms from $179,900

Call your Senior
Real Estate
Specialists for
care-free living!
John Richard Dick Smith
Broker Broker Associate
603-7110 457-3929
Parkway Perimeter @ ) | —
| == MLS
507-A Drake Ave., SE “Team Richard”

AI pha Estate Sales & Appraisals

Personal Property Collectible & Antique Estate Auction

We will help you sell all of your estate, including fine art,
furniture, jewelry, china, porcelain and more

Huntsville, Al 35801 www.teamrichardrealtors.com

Experience, Professionalism
and Excellence to each of our
customers

Bob Baker, H.S.C.A.,
Owner

Gary Lee Knight,
Sales Manager

Visit our website for
upcoming sales

www.alphaestatesales.con



http://www.chaneyplace.com
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http://www.alphaestatesales.corr
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Heard On
the Street

by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to Betty
Browner for calling with the first
correct guess for the Photo of the
Month in October. Betty is a
safety patrol lady at Westlawn EI-
ementary and helps keeps the
kids safe. The little boy with the
huge smile was none other than
our City Councilman, Bill Kling!
Congratulations to you Betty!

Our friend Betty Williams
Gordon called the other day. She
currently lives in Callahan, FIL.
Betty was here for their family re-
union, with the family who’s left
(2 brothers) and told us she was
born in Huntsville and left in 1950.
She couldn’t believe all the
changes that are happening here
now!

Congratulations to that good-
looking couple, Joe and Liz
Waggett of Huntsville who very re-
cently celebrated their 45th anni-
versary with sons Steve, David
and Chris, along with their
spouses & children. We love you
guys!

Huntsville’'s Operation
Green Team is an award-winning,
hard-working group of people.

They have so many projects go-
ing on, but couldn’t do it without
the help of the Huntsville resi-
dents. You can see their upcom-
ing events by going to their
website, www.hsvcity.com, and
click “Operation Green Team.”

One recent collaboration with
the Green Team is that of Old
Town Historic District and the
little park on Pratt/Walker and
White streets. This former eyesore
was totally transformed by the
OTHD board & residents along
with much help from Joy McKee
and the staff of the Green Team.
The new Rice Park was named
after Charles & Frances Rice, of
Old Town, who worked very hard
to establish the historic district
back in the early 70’s.

We are so proud of Johnny
Johnston! He worked for years
at the old airport off South Mem.

Pkwy., and now entertains thou-
sands when he speaks before
groups and tells them how it used
to be in Huntsville, in the “Old
days.” He recently was honored
by Raytheon when they asked him
to speak before an elite group of
young people, the top 20 world-
wide recruits of Raytheon. I
know they enjoyed listening!

BB&T bank, which used to be
Colonial, has a birthday in No-
vember! Jane Eller, a very sweet
lady and customer service rep at
the bank, is celebrating on Nov.
15. Happy birthday to you Jane!

James Hughes was 84 when
he passed away in late August.
James was the manager of East-
ern Airlines when our airport
was located off Airport Road, east
of Parkway. He was a proud Army
Vet and will be remembered for-
ever by all who knew and loved
him.

It was great running into
Meckel Richardson recently at
Larry’'s Pistol & Gun shop on
North Parkway, where he works.
Those who know Meckel know
that he is also an outstanding

The first person to correctly
identify the youngster below wins a
1-year complimentary subscription
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502
Hint: This little boy was into

radio & television but now s into
the internet.

Don’t let time slip away.

Herbs - Vitamins - Massage
Reflexology - Natural Foods
Master Herbalist - Auricular Therapy
Magnetic Therapies
Electrodermal Testing
Children’s Products

7540-P South Memorial Pkwy (256) 883-4127

Rosies Shopping Center Open Mon - Sat
Huntsville, Alabama info@ruthsnutition.com

e s ————— e ———————————— s L.



mailto:info@ruthsnutition.com
http://www.hsvcity.com

waiter at Carrabba’s, when we're
there we ask for him ONLY!

From Nov. 27- Dec. 13 on the
Alpha Stage on Meridian St. the
Reindeer Monologues will be
performed! Youre in for a treat
with this one - really puts you in
the holiday mood!

M.D. and Judy Smith re-
cently hosted her best friend,
Anna Gene Cliff Chesnut and her
husband Charles Chesnut. They
were here for the 50th anniver-
sary of Huntsville High's class of
59, and had a great time visiting
friends.

Happy 30th wedding anniver-
sary to our dear friends Barb &
Ron Eyestone. To celebrate such
an important occasion, they are
traveling to Aruba for a warm
vacation!

Another 30th anniversary is
being celebrated by Hospice
Family Care. They are the only
non-profit hospice service in this
area and have provided comfort
and help to thousands of people.
To celebrate the event, they are
hosting a gala at the Jackson Cen-
ter of HudsonAlpha Institute. It
will take place on Nov. 13, tickets
are limited and sell for $75 each.
Call 650-1212 for more info.

Rob Zimmerman loved his-
tory and was very successful in
radio advertising sales. We re-
member Rob for his smile and
wonderful sense of humor. He
died recently after having been
sick for several years, he was only
61 years old. We will miss Rob.

A special hello to Mildred
Johnson, our 81 year-old friend
from Fulton, Ms. who loves read-
ing about Huntsville history!

We were really sorry to hear
that Scottie Brier's mom had
passed away, in October. Jane
Scott Brier was born in 1918 and
had a good long life. We send our
deepest condolences to Scottie.

Dick  Maroon is a
Twickenham resident who thinks
about kids probably 15 hours a
day! He spends most of his wak-
ing hours building little wooden

toys, trucks, trains, etc. for sick
children who have no insurance.
He brings his toys, thousands of
them each year, to Huntsville Hos-
pitals Children's unit, as well as
to DHR, each Christimas. He does
all this on his own, spending thou-
sands of 88 each year to buy the
supplies. Dick brings so much
happiness to this sick kids and
definitely has a place in heaven!

Harrison Brothers is that
unique store downtown that many
new people to Huntsville Love!
They are having their Christmas
Open House on Nov. 19 from 5-
8pm, and our mayor Tommy
Battle will be there to unveil their
2009 Christmas window!

Happy November Birthday to
Stephanie Troup, my beautiful
daughter who is mom to Hannah
and Evan, and wife of John
Troup. You're the BEST!

Anyone who's teeth have been
to Dr. Whitworth'’s office in Madi-
son know Cathi Harless, the of-
fice manager. She recently had a
birthday and she looks as young
as she did 5 years ago! Her
brother, Don Gross, recently cel-
ebrated his 34th wedding with
sweet wife Pam. Congratulations!

We were so sorry to hear that
Jim Worden, of Munith, MI. had
died in February. He loved read-
ing about the history of this area.
He and his wife Doris raised 4
wonderful daughters, and he will

be so missed among his friends
and family.

Have a warm and wonderful
Thanksgiving with friends and
family, and be sure to take walks
around the downtown neighbor-
hoods - it's beautiful this time of
year.

| Discount Designer Shoes

| & Upscale Consignment
! Clothina

Discount Designer Shoes “

St. John

Miu Miu |
Ferragamo l
Gucci I

Prada “

i Chanel
| Valentino

Cole Haan

Stuart Weitzman |
Fendi d i |

... And Many More!
f Five Points - Wellman Ave. |

(256) 489-7837

Louie Tippett, Owned & Operated

209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville

UNITED

FIRE & WATER
DAMAGE

RESTORATION

UNITED CLEANING

SERVICE

533-7163

Specializing in: Carpet, Drapery & Uphoistery, Oriental

Rugs, Mini-Blinds, Removal of Unwanted Odors
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1 qt. sweet cider

1/4 c. sugar

8 short cinnamon sticks

12 whole cloves

8 whole allspice

Pinch salt

Mix all ingredients and heat

to boiling. Turn off heat and allow
to stand for several hours. Reheat
and strain. Serve hot or cold.

Mominq Sunshine Shake

2 c. orange juice
1 banana, cut into chunks
1egg
1 T. honey
Combine all ingredients in
blender; blend til smooth. Serve
immediately.

Ir’ish Coﬁee

1 shot Irish whiskey
Sugar to taste
Strong coffee, brewed

Whipped cream

In a stemmed glass, combine
a shot of Irish whiskey and sugar
to taste. Add the coffee to within
1 inch of top, stir well. Let settle
and top with a dollop of whipped
cream. Sip your coffee through
the cream.

Omnqe Balls

1 12-oz. pkg. vanilla wafers,
crushed

1 c. confectioners sugar

1/4 c. soft butter, softened

1/2 c. frozen orange juice con-
centrate, thawed

1 t. vanilla

1 c. chopped pecans

Combine the wafers and

sugar; blend in butter. Stir in
orange concentrate; add vanilla
and nuts. Shape mix into bite-
sized balls; shake in plastic bag
with more confectioners sugar.

Arrange orange balls in single
layer on tray; store uncovered
overnight in fridge.

Fried Suqar Pecans

6 c. water

4 c. pecans

1/2 c. sugar

1/4 c. salad oil

In a saucepan over high heat,
boil water. Boil nuts for one
minute, drain. In alarge bowl gen-
tly stir nuts with the sugar til the
sugar is dissolved. In saucepan,
heat salad oil very hot.

Add 1/2 of the nuts to the oil
and fry til brown, stirring. Place
nuts in a coarse sieve to drain;
sprinkle lightly with salt. Trans-
fer to paper towel to drain.

Monl«aq Bread

3 cans buttermilk biscuits

1/2 c¢. sugar

1/2 t. cinnamon

1 stick butter

3/4 c. sugar

3/4 t. cinnamon

Cut biscuits into quarters

and roll in sugar-cinnamon

EVERY
MONDAY
IS FAMILY
NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner.
Featuring a full menu and the best
country breakfast in town!

Kids Eat
Free!

Every Monday night Kids eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from

our new kid’s menu with each paid adult
entree. Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast
8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS




mixture (1/2 cup sugar and 1/2
teaspoon cinnamon). Pile them in
a greased and floured Bundt pan.

Melt the butter and add 3/4
cup sugar and 3/4 teaspoon cin-
namon. Heat til sugar melts and
pour over the biscuits.

Bake at 350 degrees for 30-
35 minutes. Let stand for 10 min-
utes, then invert onto cake plate.
You can't stop eating this!

EGSIJ COCOI‘IU* CGI(G

Duncan Hines white pudding
cake mix

Condensed milk

Cool Whip

Frozen coconut, thawed

Using directions on box,
make the cake and pour into 14 x
9” greased baking dish. Bake ac-
cording to directions.

When cake is done but still
hot, pierce the cake all over the
top with a fork. Drizzle condensed
milk over the top (slowly to fill the
holes made with fork).

After the condensed milk has
soaked into the cake, spread Cool
Whip over the top and sprinkle
with coconut, refrigerate.

CPunchq Huf BCI"S

11b. butter, softened
2 Ib. peanut butter
3 1b. confectioners sugar

1 c. pecans, chopped fine
2 Ib. dark chocolate
Melt butter and mix well with

the peanut butter and sugar. Add
pecans to the dough-like mixture.
Roll dough into balls about the
size of large marbles. Set on
waxed paper.

Melt chocolate in double
boiler. Using a long toothpick, dip
the balls into the chocolate, coat-
ing each one well. Set on waxed
paper to dry - makes about 200
pieces.

Oid'-i:asilioned Clless Die

2 c. sugar

2 T. flour, heaping

1 T. yellow corn meal, heap-
ing

1 stick melted butter

3 eggs, beaten

1/2 c. buttermilk

2 t. vanilla extract

1 unbaked 12-inch pie shell

Combine sugar, flour and

meal; mix well. Add melted but-
ter and mix well. Add beaten eggs,
mixing well. Add buttermilk and
vanilla and blend thoroughly.

Pour mixture into unbaked
pastry shell and bake at 425 de-
grees for 10 minutes. Reduce
temperature to 325 degrees and
bake 30 minutes. When pie begins
to brown, cover with sheet of
aluminum foil to prevent deep
browning or burning,

Call (256) 489-9200 for Information and Reservations

T
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Workshops starting in November
for all Ages

THE

PAMA

Professional Academy of
Modeling & Acting

Website: pamaagency.com
708 Andrew Jackson Way - Huntsville, Al 35801

' 9
Restaurant With
The Trains!

975-E Airport Road

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Sat. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm
Closed Sundays



pamaagency.com
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People | Have Known

by Johnny Johnston

A dream of a man who cared was Jack
Heffelman. Not a newspaper name you hear often,
not a news-grabbing man who wanted the spotlight.
No, Jack was one of those people who maintained a
quiet life in the shadows. He was in entertainment.
For many years Jack owned the Princess Theatre
just off Holmes Street on Church. It is gone now, so
are the Parkway and 231 Drive-In Theatres which
he also owned.

Jack was one of the first people I knew who
bought a new car every year and a fancy car it
was. He showed up each September as soon as
the new Lincoln came out with the new models.

A spotless, new, beautiful Lincoln which usu-
ally was yellow and black, pink and black or some
other bright color. It always had leather interior
with the latest in gadgets (there weren't many gad-
gets in the 50's). His car was not the first one I saw
with air conditioning,

That belonged to another flyer I knew named
Clayton Mercer owner of Mercer Motor Co.

I think it was a 1958 Chrysler Imperial with
the plastic air condition ducts prominently dis-
played above the back seat moving the cool air
from the trunk to the cabin.

Jack had a Piper Pacer plane when I first met
him in 1953, he soon bought the latest which was a
Tri Pacer. The Pacer was a tail dragger while the Tri
Pacer had a tricycle gear. Jack flew the airplane to
Atlanta about once a month to review movies for his
theatres.

I was invited along on one occasion but didn't
see the movies. I ran over to the CAA (now FAA)
office to take an impromptu test to become a
Control Tower Operator. I flunked it, too young I

Frazier Home Inspections Inc.

Inspections performed
according to ASHI Standards

Johnny Frazier, Inspector
Al License #HI-1047

Cell (256) 603-8430
Home (256) 534-0277

Before you buy a home - have it
inspected by a professional

- e W W W W W W

[t's European!

964 Airport Road * 880-9920

“I wish I could quit my job!”

“l wish | had more time

to spend with my kids.” “1 need more fun

in my life!”
“I wish | had an extra $200 a month.”
“My boss is driving me crazy!”
“It's getting harder & harder to make ends meet.”
“I would love to work from home!”

If we're speaking your language,
call 256-777-4987 to learn more about

the Arbonne home-based business Hpportunity!

“You'll be glad you did!”

ARBONNE PURE SWISS SKIN CARE

FORMULATED IN SWITZERLAND » MADE IN THE USA

INTERNATIONAL

Independent Consultant
mophillips.myarbonne.com

COLOR | NUTRITION | AROMATHERAPY



mophllllps.myarbonne.com

guess.

Jack Heffelman was good to me, he took
me under his wing when I first came to work at
Huntsville Air Service at age 16. He offered to
pay for my first flight lesson if I decided to
learn. Jack also gave me a permnanent pass to
the 231 and Parkway Drive-In Movies.

When I was much younger, about 11,1 had
driven dad's truck to the trash pile with dad in
the right seat. We went to unload a weeks worth
of disposal. When returning I pulled up on a
little hill where we ecould see the airport in-
cluding the old terminal at the far end of the
runway. I could see the Piper J-8's which were
used for flight training. I told dad then "I sure
would like to learn to fly someday”. Dad's an-
swer was "well maybe you can.” Little did I re-
alize that 5 years later I would be working on
that airport.

Back to Mr. Heffelman. At 40 cents per hour
it was difficult to pay $7. per hour plane rental
and $3.50, flight instructor time. When I de-
cided to fly which would take most all my earn-
ings, Jack came through and paid for my first
hour of flight time.

One of Mr. Heffelmans worst

MAIN OFFICE
2401 Triana Boulevard
Huntsvilie, Alabama 35805

BRANCH OFFICE
200 West Side Square, Suite 48
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

OFFICE HOURS:
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8:00 a.m, - 5:00 p.m.
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8:00 a.m. - Noon
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times came just after he bought
his 1957 Lincoln. It was espe-
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cially beautiful with light tan
leather seats, Gold paint on the
bottem and light eream on the
top. I eould only stand and ad-
mire such beauty thinking no
one in my family would ever own
anything that looked like that.
(Iwas wrong). One morning Jack
drove his new car to the smali
T-Hangar where I worked, which
was his custom being an early
riser, and showed me what
someone had done the night be-
fore. He was trying to find out
who would take such a large
knife and eut that beautiful
leather into shreds! Insulation
and leather was all over the
seats and floor. I had never seen
such destruction up close, it
broke my heart.

After transferring to Atlanta
in 1960 and moving around the
country with Eastern for many
years, I never saw Mr. Heffelman
again. I heard he had moved to
another city but eouldn't find out
where. I won't Ever forget him!

Alabama

Coin & Silver

BUYING - SELLING - TRADING
ESTATE APPRAISALS

Charles Cataldo, Jr. Owner
Ph.(256)536-0262
912 Bob Wallace Ave.
Huntsville, Alabama

533-7599

800 Holmes Ave.
Five Points

464-7811
Madison
On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart

Dine-in or Camnny-out!

Yes! We Catrer!l!



http://www.rocketcityfcu.org

Old Hwmtsville Page 24

e a— e

/\
0 DOY e
M A NN N
Sll |

Scrap / Broken Jewelry

10 K - $13.00 / DWT or $8.35 / gram
14K - $18.50 / DWT or $11.90 / gram
18 K - $24.00 / DWT or $15.40 / gram

- Coins of All Types

- Bars - Both Silver & Gold

- Sterling Jewelry

* Prices based on gold at $1,000.00 per ounce

i ALABAMA

CoOIN & SILVER CO

BUYING - SELLING - TRADING ’

ESTATE APPRAISALS

Charles Cataldo, Jr. Quner

Ph. {256) 536-0262
912 Bob Wallace Ave.
Humitsvilie, Alabama




Population
Control

A salesman regularly, over a period of
almost 15 years, drove through a small
town in lower Alabama. His attention was
always drawn to a sign outside of town
welcoming visitors and giving the popula-
tion as 119 citizens.

One day, out of curiosity, he stopped
at the town's only store and struck up a
conversation with the owner who was also
the town constable.

After a bit of small talk the salesman
asked a question that had been bothering
him for years.

"I noticed the sign outside of town say-
ing you have 119 citizens living here. That
sign's been there for years and with births
and deaths the numbers have to change.
How can you have the same number for
15 years?

"Well," drawled the store owner, "I sup-
pose the number is right. Every time some-
one has a baby some man has to leave
town so it keeps things even.”

AVERBUCH

Realty Co,, Inc.

|
‘-[E MLS

7500 Memorial Parkway South #122
Huntsville, Alabama 35802-2297
Business 256/883-6600

Fax 256/883-6650

stevecappasrt @knology.net

Steve Cappaert
Broker - Associate
651-7517 Mobile

" 4
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Desmoldion, Ine.
7702 Hollend Dr. Hunmtsville, AL 35802
(256) 883-9708 Office

(2656) 426-7256 Cell
{256) 882-0510 Fax

John T. Henegar
President
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Serving Fun Food and
6reat Spirits for the Best
Customers in the World!

Visit our website at
www.leeanns.biz

Behind the Red Caboose on Church Street
Phone 489-9300

15 TVs - 4 H.D. Wide
Private Conference Room
Food served inside and on the patio
Available for holiday parties

Huge Menu of Delicious Foods prepared by
our own chef, including over 70 items &
Daily Specials:

Steak Philly
Catfish Fillet
Chicken Cordon Bleu
Monte Sano Chicken
Fajitas

Cheese Sticks
Fried Zucchini
Quesadias

Chicken Philly
Classic Club

Filet Mignon

Shrimp Jammers
Popcorn Shrimp
Fried Oysters

Fried Potato Cakes
Calamari

Pork Chop Nuggets
Fried Mushrooms
Jalapeno Poppers
Chicken Fries

Corn Nuggets
Fried Squash
Sauteed Shrimp

Fried 6reen Tomatoes

Fried Okra

Bourbon Glazed Salmon

Loaded Potato Skins
Fried Pickles

We Fry All Of Our Food In Canola Oil

Live music on the "Depot Patio”

Featuring Rudy Mockabee every
Tuesday night

Live music on the patio
Tuesday - Saturday
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WAAY

Treasure
Key Hunt

By M.D. Smith, IV

"We'll never do it that way
again," was the statement made
by M.D. Smith, III after the first

WAAY Radio Treasure
Key hunt.

The first hunt was
around 1959 for a
"Treasure Chest" key.
The key, when found
from clues given out
daily on WAAY Radio,
would open a chest of
Parkway City Merchants
gift certificates for mer-
chandise and prizes. A
list of clues given to date
could be found by visit-
ing the merchants daily
ifyou missed any on the
radio.

At first clues were
vague and general, but
nearing the end of a
month, they got more
specific.

When the clues men-
tioned an intersection
like Whitesburg and
Four Mile Post, those
clues focused all the
city's searchers in one
area. Other clues that
vaguely mentioned
something red would fit
almost anything, includ-
ingthe red flowers in one
home owner's yard. A
lot offlowers got dugup
looking for the buried
key, and other places
near by that fit other
clues caused a lot of
rocks ofevery size to be
turned over.

Who knows the area better than a

life long resident of Huntsville?

Call for a comparative market
analysis consultation today or email

janemc@kw.com
; LK
Tl ane McElroy /ﬂ&S
REALTOR® REAILTY

IAQ aici 2410 L&N Drive, Suite C
IXOO/ MO™"™7a3it toll free (866) 519-7220
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It was like a demolition squad
of several hundred people de-
scending on a small geographic
area of Huntsville with search
tools of every shape and size.
Mostly they had picks and shov-
els. This was NOT a good thing
for the first contest.

Quickly the DJ's on the air
were instructed to give almost the
exact location that I believe was
under the lip of a sewer drain
cover on the edge of the road.
Lawsuits were not as common in
those days and I believe apologies,
and a garden center making
things right with the property
owner, salvaged the situation.

My father learned a lot from
that first hunt. When it came time
to find the key for a NEW CAR a
few years later, the promos on the
air started with "The Key is NOT
located on Private Property and

you won't have to dig to find it."

That year, I hid the key myself
under a small overpass in
Huntsville and it was placed
INSIDE a crushed Budweiser
Beer can. Only my father and
mother knew the location of the
key and my mother wrote the
clues from my description of the
location, my Polaroid camera
photo of the hiding place and a
city map of Huntsville.

When the key was finally
found, we did have some of our
staff in the general area, which
had finally been narrowed down,
and there were no adverse
comments or destruction
evidenced after it was located.

Many other "treasure key"
contests took place in those years
of 1959 through 1975, but none
as memorable as the first one. If
that hunt had been for a new car,

Magellan Mortgage

VA Rate Reductions are now available for existing VA loans!

No Appraisal, No Underwriting, No Income Verification
Required! Call today to reduce your existing VA Mortgage
interest rate and payments! *restrictions may apply

Today's Home Equity loans are fast and easy! No
appraisal required in most cases! No equity required
on loans up to 25K. Prime rate! Call for yours today!

Purchase, refinancing, debt consolidation, VA or

conventional loans, WE'LL. SAVE YOU MONEY.

(256) 288-0288 o)

1803University Drive
Huntsville, Al. 35801

www.magellanmortgage.com

Fast, friendly service, since 1990.

"

MEMBIR

Old Huntsville Page 27

I think WAAY Radio might have
had to rebuild a house for an
unfortunate property owner.

Fitting |

_‘ Dentures?

I' NO MORE i
DENTURE ADHESIVES

‘ We can stabilize in many cases your ||
loose fitting Lower denture using mini |
implants. Sometimes this Procedure |

| can be accomplished in minimum |

| amount of time, like one office visit. |I

$750 perimplant

Free Relinement of old denture “
Interest free financing

A A LA
i N
i
256.533.0434

401 Lowell Dr., SE, Ste.17
Huntsville, AL !]
www.dreugenehscottjr.com

t Dr. Eugene H. Scott, Jr. |
|

No representation is made about the quality of dental services to be
performed or the expertise of the dentist performing such services. I
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"Where Bowling is Family Fun"

Don't forget to mention this ad to get
your Senior Discount (55+)

Bowling Center In Huntsville
2404 LEEMAN FERRY ROAD SW

¥ Youth & Seniors Programs

A Smoke-Free Facility!
% Snack Bar
% Cosmic Birthday Parties
% Group Rates % Pro Shop
# Bowling Instruction Available
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Soldiers relaxing downtown in 1898

MILLER & MILLER

Helping to build Huntsville
for over 50 Years

General Contractors



The Legend of
Monte Sano

In the early 1800s, accord-
ing to legend, a beautiful Chero-
kee maiden named Monte lived
in the mountains overlooking
Huntsville. Two men, one an
Indian and the other a white set-
tler, were both pursuing Monte
for her affections.

Things came to a head one
day when the settler was visit-
ing the Indian encampment and
discovered that his rival had
proposed marriage.

Distraught at losing the ob-
ject of his affections, the settler
shouted in a loud anguished
voice, “Monte, say no!”

The words echoed through-
out the mountains and the val-
leys below and from that day on
the mountain was called Monte
Sano.

Although the story makes for
a colorful legend, it never hap-
pened. The story was a product
of romantic and wishful fiction.

In reality, the naming of

Monte Sano came about because
of a disease.

Huntsville, in its early days,
was a community surrounded
by marshes, pools of stagnant
water and open cesspools. Ev-
ery suminer it became a breed-
ing ground for malaria. In an
effort to escape the pestilence,
many settlers fled the “demon
valley” to the mountains during
the hot summer months.

The settlers did not really
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For a Sore Throat

Into half a cup of water,
grate 1 teaspoonful of
horseradish and 1 piece of
lemon peel. To that, add 1/8
teaspoonful of cayenne
pepper and 2 tablespoons of
honey, mix well. Take 1
tablespoon every hour.

understand why,
but the moun-
tains seemed to
provide a refuge
against the dis-
ease.

A local doc-
tor by the name
of Thomas
Fearn noticed
the medical phe-
nomenon and
named the
mountain
“Monte Sano.”

The words
are Italian for
“mountain of
health”.

= The
_ (1d Huntsville
% Book of Recipes

and Timefess Tips !

_. atherine Carnex
aadafi

 Old Huntsville
Book of Recipes

woi PO T Yolume 2
$20.00

Serving hearty German fare
in Huntsville Since 1972.

6125 University Dr.
9220556

534-0502

Star Market

and Pharmacy
Serving fresh Terry’s Pizza!

Your Friendly Neighborhood
Pharmacy & Grocery Store

Located In Historic Five Points
702 Pratt Ave. 534-4509

MEATS

MARKET
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Love Kills
Love

The Huntsville Cotton Mill
was created by the efforts of D.L.
Love, a businessman from Mis-
sissippi. Traveling throughout
the Southeast, Love aroused in-
terest in Huntsville, found sub-
scribers for common stock, and
persuaded the city to pass a ten
year exemption on taxes.

As the cotton mill began to
prosper, such was not the case
for its organizing genius, Appar-
ently in his gallivanting around
the country, Love fell in love with
the young and beautiful Ada
Johnson of Huntsville. But, fol-
lowing the demands of a busy
travel schedule, Love did not
press his suit in time. The
newspaper on September 21,

1881 announced the marriage of
Ada Johnson to Mr. John F
Lanier of Madison County. The
paper further commented: "The
Huntsville public was greatly
surprised that Miss Ada, whose
hand had been sought by so
many suitors, had at last suc-
cumbed to Mr. Lanier’s offer of
marriage."

None was more surprised
than Mr. Love, who, when learn-
ing of the betrothal, lost his tem-
per and sought to avenge his
loss by besmirching her char-
acter.

So foul were his accusations
that the young husband did what
honorable young men of breed-
ing were expected to do in such
cases. He went to Greenville,
Mississippi and killed Mr. Love.

Defended by Huntsville attor-
ney Capt. Milton Humes, young
Lanier was completely exoner-
ated. The judge announced from
the bench, “It Is my opinion that
he did just what I or any other

man of honor would do, and I
therefore discharge the prisoner,
and bid him go hence without
delay."

The Price
of Vengeance

Jrom 1888 newspaper

On December 12, of the year
last, my son was murdered by
Leon Culpepper, late of this
county. I will trade my property
consisting of one house, 24 acres
with fresh water and 32 head of
stock for the dead body of
Culpepper. An additional
$1000.00 per carcass will be paid
for the bodies of other parties in-
volved, if accompanied by proof.
Culpepper's body must be deliv-
ered to my home and be recog-
nizable.

Inquiries should be sent to
Frank Sharp of Colbert County.

Check out our gun training videos at MadisonGunsAndAmmo.com

MADISON

Fircarms, Ammo, Accessories, Tasers, Vlore!

“Now yvou have a choice in the gun business!”

Drake & The Parkway
2806 South Parkway
Huntsville, AL 35801
256-533-0320

Madison Guns & Ammo
Now With Two Convenient
Locations To Serve You!

Madison Publix
7830 Hwy, 72 West
Madison, AL 35758

256-722-8456
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Huntsville
Happenings
in 1907

- John Williams, an old man
who was arrested a few days ago
for drunkenness, was ordered re-
leased and directed to leave
Huntsville at once. Williams is
quite an old man being 72 years
of age and Mayor Smith took pity
on him.

- By reason of an open switch
on the Southern railway freight
train No. 306 and switch train No
431 with Conductor Miller in
charge - collided on the side track
on Meridian street late yesterday
afternoon, wrecking and derailing
two cars of the regular train, de-
molishing the pilots of both en-
gines, smashing the front of a car
and the trucks of the end of the
switch train. No one was hurt.

Professional Turf Care Compaiy

256-704-5687

www.PerfectTurf.net
PQ. Box 4994 Hunitsville, AL 35815

- The bursting of a water main
leading from the city pumping sta-
tion to the standpipe caused no
end of trouble Saturday and Sun-
day. A leak was found in front of
the Schiffman Building on the
southeast corner of the square
early Saturday morning and a
force of men set to work to dig
down and make the necessary
repair.

The job was bigger than they
thought it to be. When the hard
crust of the macadamized street
was removed the escaping wa-
ter burst forth and flooded the
street.

The daily newspapers of the
city are the chief sufferers be-
cause they had to depend on
water power to run the presses.
The Evening Banner was caught
half through with its editions
and city subscribers were fur-
nished with the paper in an un-
usual form.

7 Application Program
Fertlization

Weed Contral

Insect & Disease Control
Fire Ant Control

Tree & Omamental Care
Grub Control

“Because You Deserve It” cro rrosm=s

President, Jerry O. Smith
State Certified Applicator

Ask, about our 52
Jire ant guarantee

Athlecic Programs

eek

Life Insurance-Annuities

Long Term Care Insurance

Up to $200,000 Life Insurance

Without a Medical Exam
Ages 0-85

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU

2311 - C Market Place
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Phone
(256) 519-6955
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We Specialize in Historic Homes
John M. Bzdell 326-8053
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Two
Presidents
in Mooresville

In the early 1800s, the Tennes-
see Valley was beginning to see the
establishment of villages and
towns, complete with merchants
and tradesmen to cater to the
needs of the populace. Limestone
County, Alabama was no excep-
tion. In November of 1818 two
towns were incorporated in Lime-
stone County. One of these towns
was Athens, the present county
seat. The other, incorporated
three days before Athens, was the
village of Mooresville.

Mooresville was home to an
excellent tailor by the name of
Sloss. Mr. Sloss was extremely
adept at cutting the “Prince
Albert” style frock suit for
gentlemen. One day in the early
1830s, a young tailor’s appren-
tice named Andrew called at the
shop for Mr. Sloss. An-
drew had come with the
purpose of learning the
art of cutting this stylish
garment. He was a good
student and even man-
aged to sell some of the
suits he made in the vil-
lage. In a few weeks he
had mastered the de-
sired skill and was

i ot be worth | MARY ELLENGZPETERS
would not be worth L ! e
mention except for some (ﬁ on If} an !/
notoriety this young 6

man received before ar- 2506.797.0203

riving in Mooresville,
and some he would re-
ceive later in his life.
Andrew, originally
from Raleigh, North

Over 25 Years Experience in
Huntsville & Madison County

www.MaryEllenPeters.com

and in 1826, came to Greenville,
Tennessee, a town he would call
home for the remainder of his
life. In Greenville he worked in
a tailor shop, eventually open-
ing a shop of his own. Shortly
thereafter, he sought Mr. Sloss
in Mooresville. A few days after
Andrew left North Carolina, the
following article against harbor-
ing or employing said apprentices,

The Haven For Greater Living,

Specialty Care Assisted Living Facility

*Respite Care

* Specializing In Caring For Persons With
Dementia & Alzheimers

DETA - Certified Staff For Dementia and Alzheimers's
*24 Hour Supervised Care

Medications Administered By Nurse
*Assistance As Needed
* Transportation
*Daily Planned Activities

256-379-4871
3621 Winchester Rd., New Market

on pain of being prosecuted was
published by James J. Selby.

TEN DOLLAR REWARD

“Ran away from the sub-
scriber, on the night of the 15th
instant, 2 apprentice boys, le-
gally bound, named William and
Andrew Johnson. The former is
of a dark complexion, black hair,
eyes and habits. They are much

4

For All Your Real Estate Needs

Carolina, ran away
from his home for fear
of being arrested after
throwing rocks at a
neighbor’s house. Ie fled

KELLER WILLIAMS

2410 L&N Road, Suite C

Huntsville, AL 35801

— service above and beyond your expectations
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of a height, about 5 feet, 4 or 5 inches. The lat-
ter is very fleshy, freckled faced, light hair and
fair complexioned. They went with two other ap-
prentices, addressed by Messrs. Wm., and
Charles Fowler. When they went away, they were
well clad - blue pants, light colored homespun
coats, and new hats, the maker’s name in the
crown of the hats is Theodore Clark. I will pay
the above reward ($10) to any person who will
give the above reward to Andrew Johnson alone.
All persons are cautioned against harboring or
employing said apprentices, on pain of being
prosecuted. James J. Selby”

Perhaps Mr. Selby would have upped the
ante had he known that one of those rock-
throwing, black-habited escapees for whom
he was advertising was to become the seven-
teenth president of the United States.

For a village the size of Mooresville to be
able to boast a future President as a resi-
dent, even for a short period of time, is a
source of pride. But Andrew Johnson's leave-
taking did not mark the end of this extraor-
dinary burg’s flirtation with future presidents.

Approximately thirty years after Andrew
Johnson received the tutelage of Mr. Sloss,
Abraham Lincoln was President, Andrew
Johnson, Vice-President, and the nation was
embroiled in civil war. Following the fall of
Nashville, North Alabama was occupied by
Union forces. In the summer of 1863, the
42nd Ohio Volunteers were camped at Bibb’s
Spring, a short distance behind the Bibb resi-
dence at Mooresville. One of the officers of
the regiment was James A. Garfield.

Garfield, a native of frontier Ohio, was
reared by his mother and older brother after
the death of his father. Though young James
had to work to help the family, his mother and
brother provided for him a good education. He

attended Geauga Seminary in Ohio, and worked his way
through Williams College, graduating with honors. Af-
ter graduation, Garfield returned to his home in Hiram,
Ohio where he obtained a post as a school teacher. In
addition to his duties as teacher, he sometimes preached
at the local church and made political speeches. When
war came, he received a commission in the U.S. Army

For Fashions Finishing Touch...

The little things really do count.
Earrings, a belt, bag, hat or pin are the
little things that complete the big
picture of fashions.

For Holiday
Excitement, come in
and see our new
arrivals!

FGashions ¥ Cuslom
Aocessorios
710 Srall Avenue
539-3876

"

Mike Crawford, Broker

WHAT YOU NEED IN
A REAL ESTATE AGENT!

256-880-3370

Leon Crawford Realty
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and served his country with dis-
tinction.

Some of the villagers at
Mooresville learned of Garfield's
presence and invited him to
preach at the Christian Church.
General Garfield, in writing to
his wife, mentioned the invita-
tion.

“There is a church in the vil-
lage of Mooresville near by and
they have sent up (an invitation)
inviting me to speak to them on
Sunday. If I am not too unwell 1
have a notion to speak to them.”
Apparently the General was not
“too unwell” because he deliv-
ered several sermons in the
Mooresville Church.

General Garfield left
Mooresville with his unit to fight
at Chicamauga. Following the
battle, the General resigned his
commission to enter Congress.
In 1880, Mr. Garfield was
elected the twentieth President
of the United States.

The building in which Mr.
Garfield delivered his sermons is
still used for worship every Sun-
day morning. It is now known as
the Mooresville Church of Christ.
When General Garfield left
Mooresville, he left his Bible in the

Madison
Manor

church building. The Bible re-
mained on display in the building
for many years before it was
moved to a private home to en-
sure its safety.

It has been well over a cen-
tury since Johnson and Garfield
walked the streets of Mooresville
but their presence can still be
felt as you wander the streets of
the historic village.

“If only 1/3 of your clothes
are mistakes, you’re ahead
of the game.”

Jane Smith, Huntsville

Old Huntsville

Trivia

1829 New City Hall is oc- e

cupied. On January 2, the Mayor We deliver ﬁ.esb

had been authorized to secure

one stove, a dozen chairs, and ﬂOwerS lOCﬂl{)’

one desk to furnish the new

building. Total cost of furnish- 256.533.3050

ings - $67.85. RON COOPER
1831 Huntsville citizens are MARK KIMBROUGH

irate over the new tax increases. 504 PRATT AVE

The tax rate was 27 cents on HUNTSVILLE, AL 35801

each $100 and a poll tax on

white males of 25 cents each.

Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
Serving The Area for Over 30 Years

* Short Term Rehabilitation or Long Term Care

* 24 Hour Skilled Nursing Services

* Full Time Physical, Speech & Occupational
Therapies

* Registered, Licensed & Certified Staff

e Individualized Social Services and Activities

256-772-9243
3891 Sullivan St. ®* Madison, AL

Minimum requirements are not adequate to give our residents the attention
we want them to have, so we go beyond what is required and provide what is
needed. It’s a difference we are proud of.

Care by Professionals - Lifestyle to enjoy




Booger Town
Remembered

by Garland Derting

Not far from the hum of
Rocket City’'s buzzing traffic, a
few acres of prime land is the
sight of a quiet and lovely apart-
ment complex. Located just
west and north of Bob Wallace
Avenue and Triana Boulevard,
it is a far cry from what it was.

There are very few old times
that history shied away from.
This cotton mill village didn’t
deserve one letter that spelled
its name— Booger Town, be-
cause the name was signed,
sealed and branded by a bunch
of pack rats that drug in after
the mill closed. But come to
think of it, the name fit these
varmints like a glove.

Let's think about a name. A
name can affect the lives of
people from all walks of life.
The name Booger Town is a
good example. The name bewil-
dered the brightest and puzzled
new people that made Huntsville
their home, and brought amaze-
ment to the curious. The name
Booger Town did something sin-
ister for the village. It put a
weight on the good people’s
shoulders and hung out a wel-
come sign for trouble.

My Dad and mother had a
good reason for moving into this

cotton mill village. My family
needed to eat and the cotton
mill provided our needs for a
hard day’s work. This was in
the twenties. Booger Town had
decent hard working people. The
village was one big happy
family.

Whenever someone was in
need the word got out. A cup of
flour, sugar, potatoes, lard—
what little the others had would
find its way to the needy’s front
door. If one of the family had a
cough, Vick’s salve would be
sent to their house.

The real name of the cotton
mill village was the Old Nitten
Mill. The village was a place of
survival. Hard times was the
name of the game. But bad
times wasn’t as harsh to people
in those days, because people
weren't acquainted to what mod-
ern days had to offer, so desires
and wants didn’'t burden the
hearts of people. Everybody
knew each other by first name.
The mill was running full blast.
Things were peaceful even
though people were a little ill.
There was peace in the village
but things were going to change.
The strain of life’s burden would
slowly pull a man down. Most
families were large. The average
family numbered from four to
eight.

Coming from a young boy’s
memories, I would say there were
from forty to fifty houses. Each
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house had four rooms for each
family to occupy. Four kids, six
kids— it didn’t matter.

Don't get me wrong— Booger
Town had its own luxuries. By the
grace of a woman preacher, who

GLASS

PATTERNS
FOR—

Table Tops
Dressers
Radio Tables
Desks
Mantles

Counters
Etc!

AR edges ground
and polished.

Call 364 and let
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Huntsville
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Historical Quality
Restoration Glass

Serving our good customers
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534-2621
2201 Holmes Ave. NW

Willow Run Adventist Apartments
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* Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units)

* Transportation provided to Grocery Store !
* Eligibility of rent is based on income and assets. Eligibility cannot be determined until after compietion of the

EGUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
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got the village folk to dig deep for pocket
change and some folding money, she man-
aged to buy a large tent— it was our
church no matter what kind of material it
was made of. The prayers got out and the
blessings got in— and Booger Town had
its own cemetery. Being a young boy I can’t
remember any burials in the small un-
kempt plot— and it was said that no per-
mission was required to bury a loved one
there. But beyond any doubt it was a cem-
etery all right. Because I remember the re-
mains had to be moved to another place.
The people that built apartments there had
to locate the next of kin to remove the bod-
ies. And the talk was then that some of
the bodies could have been overlooked. Be-
cause some of the people had seen and
heard strong sights and movements.

In 1929 a slow and killing kind of ghost
hit all over our great land. It was the Great
Depression, and so help me I will never
figure out why people called it Great. It
took a depression to bring silence to that
hum of the cotton mill. It took a while for
the truth to soak into the heads of the
working people. If a cotton mill shut its
gates, what else was waiting in the future?
Not only was Booger Town going to face
pain and hunger, the village was turning
into violence and darkness. Empty houses
were plentiful. Most folks that were there
had kinfolk living in the country. They left
the village to plow, plant and survive. So
Booger Town was wide open for the un-

desirables.

The empty houses were occupied by what the old folks
called carpetbaggers. The good folks had to hold their
ground against the no good that tried to take over. It wasn't
long until all the mill house windows were broken out.
And when a house became empty it would eventually be
torn down. There’s an old saying— there’s a little good in
everyone. But when it came to survival all good turns to
bad. Like the time I was coming from the store with a few
slices of bologna for my dad’s lunch. Two guys grabbed
the sack and as I looked back they were fighting over it.
These self-surviving men were mean to the core. But the
more you watched them the crazier they became. Like the
guy that went from house to house with a ham bone on a
string. He would tell the lady cooking beans; I will dip my
ham bone in your beans for a nickel. But two dips will be a
dime.

If you have a desire to ride over to Booger Town, head to
the old Center Theatre and go to Black’s on Ninth Avenue,

BUY - SELL - TRADE - USED & VINTAGE

Layaway Now fory"’bhristmas!

Guitars
Amps
Equipment

(256) 631-7474

838 Winchester Rd

One block west of Moore’s Mill Rd.,
2.2 mi. west of No. Mem. Pkwy
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but don't expect to hear the roar of
the old cotton gin or to see long
lines of wagons loaded with cotton.
You will hear the noise of half
drunks standing out in the open
and see them passing wine bottles
from one to another.

Back then, it didn’t have to be
drunks to give you a hard time. I
remember what ice we got in
Booger Town was delivered by a
flat bed truck. It was brought
from the ice plant down town.
Sometimes we had an iceman that
didn’t mind us getting the small
chips of ice that fell as he chipped
a small piece from the five hun-
dred-pound chunk. For a dime
Mom could get enough to last
twenty-four hours, if it was put in
a tub and covered.

On one hot August day the
iceman, Mr. Grunch, seemed up-
set. As my friend Soupy reached
for a chip of ice, like a streak the
ice pick went through Soupy’s
hand and pinned him to the
wooden truck bed. As old Grunch
pulled it out of Soupy’s hand he
had a pleased gleam in his eye.
Later we heard Mr. Grunch fell in

CARE, COMFORT and the
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Flea Market
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aditch and broke his leg. His house and truck burned
putting him out of business, probably a blessing
wouldn’t you say?

We always had a few chickens for fresh eggs. And
maybe if we were lucky, Mom would surprise the fam-
ily with chicken and dumplings for dinner. But to get
fresh eggs you had to be ready for the cackle of the
hen, and grab the eggs before they hit the nest. If you
weren't watchful a hungry hand would grab it and hit
the back alley.

I was just a lad when my family moved from
Elora, Tennessee to the Nitten Mill village. But I
learned quick that a switchblade knife and brass
nucks weren’t boy’s toys. But every day more and
more friends were moving from Booger Town. Dad
knew it was time to be getting ready to leave the
old run down place. It was in the thirties and we
were just kids. But we knew what was going on.
One day Dad got an extra pair of pants and shirts.
We watched as Mom put a few biscuits and fat
back in a brown bag. As Dad kissed us all good-
bye, I heard Mom ask where he was going. Softly
he said, I will write when I get there. In four weeks
a letier came. Mom quickly read the one page. Some-
thing fell from the letter and Mom smiled as she
picked it up. It was a five-dollar bill. I will never

RENAISSANCE
THEATRE at Lincoln Center

Coming in November.....a weekend fundraiser
Nov. 20, 21 & 22

A double bill awaits your more serious side as
Renaissance Theatre presents classic theater and
opera pieces. The special weekend fund raiser, to
help pay for the installation of our chair lift, will be

full of fun and surprises with dinner, dessert and
silent auction items beginning at 6PM on November
20, show at 7:30pm, November 21 show at 7:30pm,
November 22, show at 3:00 PM.

Location - 1216 Meridian Street
1216 Meridian St. - Call 536-3117 for

general information and to reserve your
tickets.
Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatre.net

Mark Magnant

256-539-1084 UAH degree

mrmagnant@knology.net
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forget her words. “Thank the
good Lord for that man. And this
here money.”

As the old saying goes, time
sure slips away. Because in no
time my Dad walked in the
front door, hugged everyone
and with a look of achievement,
he quickly locked the doors,
ordered us all to the kitchen
and emptied his pocket on the
table. It was more money than
our eyes and mind thought ex-
isted. Dad said that’s the foun-
dation of a house— and the
freedom of Booger Town.

Dad had been working in a
Detroit car factory. The year
was 1941. The Japs had pulled
their sneak attack on Pearl
Harbor. No more cars would
be made until *46. The end of
the war.

Just three blocks from
Booger Town, Dad bought a lot
to build eur house on. He got
it for two hundred dollars. That
was when things started sky
rocketimg. Our government
bought 35,000 acres of land
from dozens of farmers.
Redstone Arsenal sits there
now. Just six miles from old
Booger town. Boy what time
can do. When Japan bombed
Pearl Harbor, never in history
has any country put a fighting
force together so fast. The
Huntsville arsenal seemed to
have grown out ef the ground
overnight.

But something seemed
strange. It took a while for me
to grasp what was wromg. Then
it hit me - the men were searce
- they were joining all parts of
the service. So the women who
were only used to having ba-
bies and making lye soap were
slipping on pairs of coveralls
and going to work on the assem-
bly lines at Redstone Arsenal.

The women were turning out
bombs so fast the arsenal was
named the bullet plant.

They had three shifts— day
and night. Bombs were rolling

out like marbles. Every thing was
rationed from sugar to gas, and
even building material. My Dad
went to work as a painter and be-
ing the talker he was, he met this
man who would come in handly.
The man had a brother who owned
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a sawmill in Paint Rock Valiey. He
traded the man for enough rough
saw mill lumber to almost build
our house. I was young and
Booger Town strong, so Dad hired
a carpenter amdldicswas put
through the mill. It wasn’t long

Specializing in sealing & strip-
ing. We do parking lots, handi-

cap parking and driveways.

Call for free estimates
Cell 656-9357
Office 881-8337
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until our family would say “so
long” to Booger Town. A few
roughnecks said they were stay-
ing no matter what.

After moving I would go back.
Iwatched as bulldozers destroyed
and dumped truckloads of what
used to be Booger Town. Some of
the down and dirty stayed until
the last moment and had to be
dragged out sereaming and fight-
ing. As I watched through the dust
from destruction offalling shacks,
I remembered the neat rows of
houses and ladies planting pretty
flowers— I seem to hear my
mother bidding Dad good-bye as
he walked through the cotton
mill gates. But the home we
built is enly five blocks from
that lovely apartment complex.
My sister owns the old home
place today.

I'm sure I have removed
some of the mystery around
Booeger Town, but maybe I have
helped the curious to know more
about it. If you eome from a
large city you have seen every-
thing that Booger Town had to
offer. But maybe in a more civi-
lized way— the expert burglars,
bootleggers, gamblers and mug-
gers didn’t wait for night fall, I
could go on and on.

About the dark corners—

“My wife and | were happy
for 20 years, then we met.”

Rodney Dangerfield

like the time one of the big-time
gamblers staggered into a card
game and said deal me in— they
shot him six times, then threw him
into a hog pen to be devoured.
As long as there’s people, there

will be a Booger Town. And every
person’s storyis different. But you
can bet your peg leg it won’t hold
a light to the Booger Town that we
survived in and still look back at
with a tear for the good and bad.

Vr£g Pest Prablems

|

07 Pratt Avenue

Kk &

Pet Grooming & Boarding

Summer is arriving and our indoor climate-controlied boarding is
available for dogs and cats. Dogs are walked twice a day with
extra types of TLC available for the pampered pet.
Hours: 7:00am - 5:00pm Monday thru Friday
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Tips from
Liz

We’re all trying to avoid the
Swine Flu right now, so here are
a few tips that may help:

* Avoid going where sick
people go: ER, Doctors offices,
hospital, drug store, post office,
big box stores and any crowded,
closed-in locations.

* If someone is sneezing,
coughing, etc. avoid them at all
costs, go the other way.

* If someone you know wants
to come over for a visit and you
know they're sick, make it another
day.

* Keep your immune system
as healthy as it can be; eat right
with lots of fruits and veges, don’t
smoke, keep drinking liquor to a
minimum, take your vitamins (es-
pecially fish oil & B-Complex),
drink plenty of water, and get suf-
ficient sleep. It also helps to drink
a couple of cups of hot green tea
per day.

* That antiseptic gel that
everyone is told to use now really
works! When you do have to go
out, each time you get back in your
car put it on your hands and rub
well.

* Keep your hands away from
your eyes, nose, mouth, etc. You
would be surprised how fast
germs are transmitted.

* Get the regular flu shot when
it's offered, then get the swine flu
shot too.

Liz Ford
House & Office

Cleaning
Commercial & Residential
684-1957

* Try doing more things at
home rather than going out all the
time.

* If you work and feel sick,
stay home! Your company doesn’t
want you to be a hero, and then
you infect everyone else.

* If you feel achy and start
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having the Swine Flu symptoms,
(Diarrhea, nausea, fever, etc.)
make sure you stay hydrated!
That's very important. Eat bland
foods to keep your strength up,
stay in bed if that feels better, and™
pamper yourself. Better yet, get
your spouse to pamper you.

Shabby Chic
Lamps

Patio Furniture
Stone Garden decor

Cunningham’s
Bargain Furniture

Furniture for every room of the home at
Bargain Basement Prices!

Living room pieces
Desks

Dressers & small tables
Wicker and Rattan

(256) 536-3071

707 Andrew Jackson Way, just north of Mullins Restaurant
Mon-Fri 10-5

Sat 10-4
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News From the Year 1914

News From Huntsville and Around '_I'_he World

Austria-Hungary is eager and
ready to invade Serbia and as
the sending of his passports to
the Serbian minister is a virtual
declaration of war, hostilities
will begin probably within the
next day or two. Serbia had ac-
ceded to most of Austria’s de-
mands and nothing but an en-
tire surrender on its part could
now avert war. While the war-
like attitude of Austria-Hungary
has been precipitated by the
assassination of the Crown
Prince Franz Ferdinand, about
two weeks ago, a Slavic propa-
ganda against Austria has been
in progress for some time.

But the moment Austria
starts a war with Serbia, Rus-
sia will take up the fight and aid
its little Slavic neighbor to the
full extent of its military re-
sources. Germany would join
Austria. The German people are
in a frenzy of war. France and
possibly England would be
drawn into the conflict. The only
certainty is that the United
States will mind her own busi-
ness and stay out of the fracas.

Europe has been long pre-
paring for such a war as this
which is threatened, but although
it seems inevitable, all peace-lov-
ing people will pray that some way
out of it will yet be found.

Skyscraper
in Huntsville

Ground breaking was held to-
day for the Twickenham Hotel, a
project expected to cost $100,000.
The hotel is being built on the site
of the old market house which
was purchased by the city for a
reported $15,000. A crowd of
some three thousand people at-
tended the ground breaking.

A chef from New York has al-
ready been hired and will preside
over the food preparation. He is
said to be one of the most prom-
ising of the century.

With the completion of the six
story hotel, Huntsville will be able
to boast of having the tallest sky-
scraper in the Tennessee Valley.

Europe On Brink Of War Family Saved

by Dog as
Home Burns

A Dallas mill family is count-
ing their blessings this morning
after their home was completely
destroyed by fire. The family was
sound asleep when the blaze be-
gan and were alerted by the pet
wire-haired terrier which began
barking until the whole family was
roused.

The dog continued to bark
until all were out of the home.

The family is staying with rela-
tives until more accommodations
can be found and neighbors are
already taking up a collection to
replace the family’s belongings.

The mills have a policy against
pets but it is expected to be waived
in this instance.

“If you’re a good kisser, it
might make your wife forget
that you never take out the
trash.”

Love advice from Eric, age 8

BILL POOLE REALTY
Commercial ‘Broker
o Bill Poole
100 Church Street, Suite 525 Office 2565330090 .
Big Spring Summit Cell 256-651-1349
Hunisvilie, Alabama 35801 Fax 256-534-1234

EMAIL bill@billpoolerealty com
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Local Man in
Jail After
Drowning Death

Vassar Vest, residence 121
Washington Street, Decatur was
drowned in the Tennessee River
this morning about ten o’clock.
At a point several hundred yards
below the bridge, a boat oc-
cupied by Vest and a young man
named Jim Breedlove turned
over according to Breedlove's
story throwing the two out.

Breedlove has been arrested
and placed in the county jail.
Breedlove, when seen in the
county jail this afternoon, told
the following story to a reporter:
“Vest and I were crossing the
river to fish and had reached
the other side when the boat
turned over, but I do not know
what caused it. I grabbed the
side and saved myself. I got the
boat turned right side up when
I had gotten about 50 yards
from this side, after having
looked for the body of Vest. I
came on to land and got the fam-
ily of Vest and went back across
the river. I was sitting on the
bank over there when Deputy
Sheriff McCulloch arrested me.”

Breedlove does not appear to
have a criminal face, but there
appear to be several details of the

ARE YOUR FLOORS SHAKING?

Do You Have Cracks IN Your WALLS?

ARE YOUR FLOORS SWAGGING?
AREYOUR DooRs HARD To CLOSE?

QQ INC. %
% ALABAMA & TENNESSEE:
(256) 830-4942 or 1-800-877-3502

drowning which he doesn’t seem
to be quite familiar with. He stated
that he didn’t know what caused
the boat to turn over, dumping the
men in the water, though he said
that Vest had been teasing him
about not being able to swim and
had been rocking the boat in an
effort to aggravate him.

Deer To Go

County official today an-
nounced that they would no longer
permit deer in the court house
yard. The announcement was met
with hoots of derision by people
who have grown attached to the
pet deer.

Supporters of the deer have
vowed to go to court to prevent the
county from removing the
animals.

New Speed Limit

The Huntsville city officials
moved the city into a new era last
night when they approved raising
the automobile speed limits from
10 miles an hour to 15.

Despite protests from people
who claimed the increase will re-
sult in total mayhem on
Huntsville's streets, the measure
was approved unanimously.
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“Big surprise - even my
blood type’s negative!”
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The
Telephone
System

Seven years after the
telephone made its first public ap-
pearance, at the Philadelphia
Centennial Exposition, William
B. Leedy determined that Hunts-
ville should have its own "high-
way of speech."

In 1883 he began negotia-
tions with Superintendent W. J.
Cole of the Southern Bell Tele-
phone & Telegraph Company
regarding the establishment of
a local telephone exchange.

On June 6th, 1883, the
Huntsville Weekly Democrat
announced that the town was
about to see the advent of the
telephone, and added that it
hoped "the project will meet with
liberal encouragement from
those in official authority and
from private citizens."

That same day found Mr.
Leedy making formal applica-
tion to the municipal adminis-
tration for permission to erect the
necessary telephonic poles. It was
not, however, until October 2nd
that the Board of Aldermen finally
granted the right to ahead with
construction.

On November 8th, Huntsville
found itself possessed of a tele-
phone system. The entire per-
sonnel at that time consisted of
Miss Sallie Leedy, who acted as
day operator; Mr. Robert L. Hay
as night operator, and Mr.
George L. Lippincott as man-
ager.

In 1889, Alexander Graham
Bell appointed Robert A. Moore
manager of the Huntsville
exchange.

Moore had grown up in
Shelbyville, Tn.. and in 1883, at
the age of 16 had been selected
by Bell to be tutored in the tele-
phone business at Bell’'s head-
quarters in New York.

Telephones were still in their
infancy and Moore, as manager,

found himself working as sales-
man, lineman, repairman and
even operator if the scheduled
person did not show for work.

One of his more persistent
problems had to do with farm-
ers who discovered that doves
sitting on the lines were easy
shots. Unfortunately, more of-
ten than not, the lines were also
shot down.

The first telephone line of
any distance from the Huntsville
exchange was a line built by Mr.
James D. Rice, Sr., connecting
Huntsville with Whitesburg, the
telephone being placed in his
store at Whitesburg. His line
was operated as a toll line for
several years, and was the first
toll line built from Huntsville.

In 1887 Mr. George A.
Lippincott, who was then in the
nursery business, built what
was known as the Huntsville,
Guntersville and Gadsden tele-
phone toll line, which was in-
corporated, and the line was
completed to Guntersville, Ala.

This line was of great ben-
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efit to Huntsville merchants, who
had traveling men selling goods in
Sand Mountain, as well as the cot-
ton men, as this was before the
days when Guntersville had tele-
graph connection.

This line furnished service to
Huntsville for Maysville, Gurley,
Paint Rock. Woodville, New
Hope, Deposit, Manchester,
Guntersville, and Albertville,

The first true long distance
phone call was made in 1896 by
Mayor Hutchens from the old
Huntsville Hotel. The Exchange
manager, Robert Moore, by care-
ful planning and coordination,
managed to route the call from
Huntsville to Fayetteville, then to
Nashville, Evansville, Terra
Haute, Chicago and finally to
New York, a distance of 1,100
miles which was a remarkable
fest in those days.

In 1928 Robert Moore was
honored at a special ceremony in
recognition of being manager of
Huntsville telephone exchange for
45 years.

During this period local tele-
phone subscribers grew from 36
to 1770, a feat unrivaled by any
other city of its size.
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Civil War Generals

Blinds, Shutters, Drapery,
Born In Hunts\”"e Woven woods, Cellular, Roman
Shades & More

Huntsville was the birthplace
of six generals of the War Between
the States.

Confederate

Maj. Gen. John Hunt Morgan

Maj. Gen. Jones M. Withers
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Treatment Provider

Union
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A Ride Bac
in Time

Bill Glover, a friend of mine at
church told me that he had met a
man on his Meals on Wheels route
named Grover Ratliff that I
needed to talk to about old Hunts-
ville. I gave Mr. Ratliff a call and
learned that he was 93 years old
and moved to Huntsville in 1922
when he was six. He said he would
be glad to talk to me but he could
do better if we went on a tour. A
tour sounded good to me so we
set a time and Bill and I picked
him up at his home on Capri
Drive. From there, the three of
us went sight-seeing. I thought I
knew everything there was to
know about Dallas, Lincoln and
East Huntsville but Mr. Ratliff
soon proved me wrong.

When we got to the Norfolk
Southern crossing at Oakwood
Avenue, Mr. Ratliff started tell-
ing us about the area faster than
I could listen and faster than Bill
could take notes. He told us the
railroad track was the dividing
line between Dallas and Lincoln.
The villages got their names from

two cotton mills, Dallas Mill and
- Lincoln Mill. Both neighborhoods
were created, built and main-
tained by the mill owners to house
mill workers and their families.
Lincoln Mill opened in 1906 as
Madison Spinning Company but
closed under that name in 1908.
From 1908 to 1918 it was
Abingdon Mill. In 1918, the name
was changed to Lincoln by a new
owner from Lowell Massachu-
setts named Lincoln Barrell.
Old pictures show that the Lin-
coln Mill was huge and extended
west on the left side of Oakwood
from the railroad tracks to Me-
ridian Street. Long time resi-
dents know that where the mill
once stood is now a shopping
center and parking lot. Dallas
Mill opened in 1892 and was
only a short distance across the
railroad track from Lincoln
Mill. It sat in what is now an
open field; but the old Dallas
Mill water tower still stands and
has recently been refurbished.
Lincoln Mill closed for good
in 1957 but that was not the end
of the building's history. The vast
structure soon became the Hunts-

ville Industrial Center (HIC Build-
ing). Brown Engineering,
Chrysler, NASA and other space
related research and development
firms moved into the facility. With-
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out question, the work done in the old cotton mill
building was very instrumental in putting men on
the moon and a spring board of the nation's space
industry. Sadly, a spectacular fire in 1980 burned
the colossal old structure to the ground and only
a relatively small appendage to the vast old build-
ing was saved and still stands. Fortunately most
of the tenants had moved to other locations but
a landmark familiar to three generations of
Huntsville area residents was gone. The fire took
a large visible symbol of Huntsville's rich his-
tory and heritage that can never be replaced.

After we passed the old mill site, we drove
through the residential streets and houses of Lin-
coln village. Many of the period single homes, du-
plexes and row houses are still standing and occu-
pied by residents. Mr. Ratliff said at first the exte-
rior of the houses were wood painted green but
sometime in the twenties the Mill owners covered
the walls with white stucco. He told us a paper cov-
ered wire barrier was put between the wood and
stucco to enable the stucco to adhere to the wall
and the combination of wood, wire, paper and
stucco created a roach bug haven.

We left the houses north of Oakwood and
headed down Meridian Street to Lincoln School.
He said as a young boy in 1929, he watched the
workers build the school and the thing he re-
membered most was that they poured the con-
crete walls in sections. Mr. Ratliff said his wife,
who died about six months ago, graduated from
Lincoln High and thought it was the grandest place
in the world.

We drove behind the school to the big drainage
canal that runs through most of East Huntsville.
The canal behind the school is
between the railroad track and the
street. Mr. Ratliff said that the con-
crete wall along the canal had been
there longer than he could re-
member and we were riding on the
original concrete surface poured
by the mill owners many years
ago.
Of all the things that we saw
Mr. Ratliff was most excited about
showing us a speed bump at the
end of Cottage Street. None of us
could speculate why there was a
speed bump in Lincoln in the
1920's when most everybody
walked and there were very few
cars. We decided that this was very
likely the first speed bump in
Huntsville. We turned onto another
concrete street that led to more
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mill houses. He then directed us to an ancient rust
colored concrete bridge on Abington Street that he
once drove over in his car. The bridge is now closed
to cars but you could tell that it was still used for
foot traffic. When we left the bridge he pointed out
where the Huntsville City limits once ended about a
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block or two north of Pratt Av-
enue.

We left Lincoln and drove
south on Andrew Jackson Way
through Dallas. Mr. Ratliff
pointed out that the boundary
between Dallas and Huntsville
was in the vicinity of
O'Shaughnessy and McCullough
Avenues. The Dallas Mill closed
in 1949 and the building burned
in 1991. The loss of this build-
ing was particularly sad to me
because my grandmother went
to work there circa 1900 when
she was fourteen years old. Her
work hours were 6 A.M. until 6
PM. five days a week and 6 A.M.
until noon on Saturday. This
was before child labor laws and
she told me that a crowd of men
were always waiting at the gate
on payday to get their children's
paycheck. Her long twelve hour
day started each morning after
walking from her home on what
is now Toll Gate road, a dis-
tance of about three miles. She
of course had to make the walk
back home at the end of the day.
Both trips were always made
afoot even in inclement weather.
In the winter months she often
didn't see daylight from Sunday
afternoon until Saturday after-
noon. Dallas was a much
smaller mill and there are far
fewer of the Dallas Mill houses
left than the Lincoln houses but
they are almost all in good re-
pair and well kept. Dallas is
generally the area from
Oakwood Avenue south along
both sides of Andrew Jackson
Way to O'Shaughnessy Avenue.

Back in Lincoln, Mr. Ratliff
told us that a sandstone rock
wall forty eight inches high once

“l know I’'m in my own little
world, but it’s OK - they
know me here.”

Jenny Baker, Scottsboro

ran along the west side of Merid-
ian Street in front of Lincoln
school. The wall extended about
two blocks and the boss of the mill
lived behind the wall up a long
drive in a big house. Mr. Ratliff
said the wall was a very popular
place where people came to
whittle, pass the time, visit with
friends and talk about hard times.
He added that when the mill work-
ers were on strike times were
hard indeed.

b
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One of the most interesting
things to me was what Mr. Ratliff
said about the house keys. He told
us that every single house from
the low end to the high end of Lin-
coln had the same key. I asked
him what the residents thought
about that; he answered that they
didn't care because nobody ever
locked their door anyway. Bill
asked him if the villages had any
kind of governing body. He replied
that the villages were not incorpo-
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TR PENAISSANCE THEATRE

Perky's Crown of Beauty, Tanning & Karaoke Salon and the Beaverbrook
Community Theater Presents: Another Christmas Carol (Rated PG12)

Somewhere in North Alabama,
early one recent December:
Those Beaverbrook actors are
up to raising more money for their
financially strapped little theater,
after the disastrous robbery and
loss of all their fund raising
money just after their startling
production of Romeo and Juliet
closed, and with the holidays ap-
proaching, what better vehicle
than to do what almost every
community theater always does
at the yuletide season to make
a fast buck, a complete produc-
tion of a Christmas Carol!

November 27 - December 13

oy Connie Ray & Alan Bailey

Cet that old time Holiday Spirit when you join us for Renaissance
Theatre's rollicking production at the old Baptist Church at the Burritt on
the Mountain Museum. Brand new production, with several new cast
members. Directed by Carol Puckett. The show opens Wednesday,
Dec.16, 17, 18, 19, 20, with 2 shows on 19th - 2:30 PM & 7:30 PM and
2 shows on 20th - 2:30 PM and 7:30 PM. All seats $20.00.

Evening shows are at 7:30PM and matinees are at 2:30PM. All pro-
ceeds after expenses benefit the Burritt Museum and the Renaissance
Theatre, call 536-2882 for ticket information. This show always sells out,
call and order your tickets today!

A double bill awaits your more serious
side as Renaissance Theatre presents
classic theater and opera pieces. The
special weekend fund raiser, to help pay
for the installation of our chair lift, will
be full of fun and surprises with dinner,
dessert and silent auction items begin-
ning at 6PM on November 20, show at
7:30PM. November 21 show at 7:30,
November 22, show at 3:00 PM. More
information on our website! Produced
by Jay Poff, featuring Robbie Shafer
and Megan Poff.

| BENAISSANCE THEATRE

AT LincoLy CENTER

1216 Meridian St.
www.renaissancetheater,net

Call 536-3117 for general information or
to reserve tickets
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rated and came under the county
commission but had an arrange-
ment with the city of Huntsville for
police services. He went on to say
that Lincoln had a constable for a
while that patrolled on a big white
horses but he didn'tlast very long,

In his younger years Mr. Ratliff
knew most of the residents of east
Huntsville, Dallas Village and Lin-
coln Village. Two that he knew
were Mr. and Mrs. Milton
Cummings. The Cummings were
one of Huntsville's most promi-
nent families. He showed us the
location next to Lincoln school
where Mr. Cummings lived as a
boy. The spot is now a play-
ground. Mr. Cummings was a
cotton broker who in 1956 took
over management of a small
struggling establishment called
Alabama Engineering. The busi-
ness prospered under Mr.
Cummings' leadership and was
soon renamed Brown Engineer-
ing. The company is now known
world wide as Teledyne Brown;
it is located in Cummings Re-
search Park.

Mrs. Cummings' (maiden
name Vastus Ivy) family also has
a rich history in Huntsville. Her
father, Roscoe Ivy, was principal
of Lincoln School and Jean Watts,
the daughter of Mr. and Mrs.
Cummings, told me that her
mother once worked directly for
Mr. Phil Peeler, the superinten-
dent of Lincoln Mill. She also
told me that she remembered
visiting her grandparent's house

Guitar ¢ Banjo
Mandolin

Sales ¢ Instruction
Repair

309 Jordan Lane
Huntsville, AL 35805

Tel: (256) 430-4729
Fax: (256) 430-1081

at the site next to Lincoln School.

Mr. Ratliff was also friends
with Macon Weaver, a long time
Madison County district attorney
and later federal judge. Before
that, in his growing up years, Mr.
Weaver was a resident of Lincoln
Village. Mr. Weaver was a regular
customer at his service station.
Mrs. Chapman of Chapman Dair-
ies was also one of his custom-
ers. The Chapman family owned
all the land along both sides of
Maysville Road including the

mountain along highway 72. The
entire area, to include the moun-
tain, now bears the Chapman
family name. The Chapman dairy
barn was located in the vicinity of
what is now Rosalie Ridge.

I asked him about a well
known character actor in the fif-
ties and sixties named Harry
Towns. He said he didn't know
him personally but knew who he
was and that he was from Hunts-
ville. Mr. Towns often appeared on
shows like Bonanza, Gunsmoke,
made for television specials and a
number of big screen movies.

At the end of the tour, we drove

1 Nutseties
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to the square, Mr. Ratliff wanted
to see if the phrase, "great is the
power of cash,” was still on the
T.T. Terry building located on the
south side of the square. It was
not. I asked him about the White
Castle and the Snuff Dippers Ball.
The White castle was a notorious
roadhouse at the comer of Win-
chester Road and Meridian
Street. The Snuff Dippers Ball
stood in what is now the parking
lot of the Heritage Club. He said
he did not drink, want to fight or
get into any kind of trouble and
steered clear of both places. But
he did say he was outside the
White Castle one night when he
was about twenty and a lady came
out and told him to leave because
a young boy like him had no busi-
ness being around such a place.
Mr. Ratliff, a skilled wood
worker and mechanic, takes great
pride in the fact that he made a
good living in Huntsville with his
hands in several different trades.
He held many different jobs and
ran a successful business for
nineteen years. The business was
Ratliff Standard service station
located in the vicinity of what are
now Oakwood Avenue and An-
drew Jackson Way. He closed the
station in 1982 when he was 66
years old. You won't find his name

“The problem with the gene
pool is that there is no
lifequard.”

Steven Wright

2215 Holmes Ave. 534-5637

on the Who's Who list of well
known people that made Hunts-
ville a world class high tech city.
But he was of no less importance.
He is one of the salt of the earth
hard working people that flavored
the heart and soul of Huntsville's
history. He is a man of God that
made his own way, loves his
friends and family and is proud
of the way he has lived his life. Bill
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Located in the Madison County
Farmers Market

Fresh, Local Produce is delicious

good for you! Vegetables, fruils, greens,
lomatoes - all at great prices!

Hours: Mon-Sat 8-6, Sun 8-4

and I agreed that touring with Mr.
Ratliff was a most enjoyable and
educational experience. The best
part was that for a little while
we got to see through his eyes the
way things once were in our town.

“Tracers work both ways.”

From U.S. Army Ordnance
manual

1022 Cook Ave.

532-9042

Brookshire Health Care
Skilled Nursing Facility

4320 Judith Lane
Huntsville AL 35805

(256) 837-1730
Fax (256) 430-3287

Commirted to Compassion
Striving for Excellence
Serving Responsibly

Our Team Includes:

Physicians, Nurses, Physical Therapist,
Occupational Therapist, Social Worker, Speech Therapist,
Activities Director and Registered Dietician.

Short term rehabilitation, long term care, & complex medical care:
Whether the need is for short term rehabilitation,
or whether you would like to make Brookshire Health Care Center
a home for you or your loved one,
we look forward to hearing from you.
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Three
Caves

by Chip Knight

[ = e esssess——— — e B e e——r— ]
of pastures and nurseries. number of complaints and because
For the next seven years the the cost of underground mining be-
quarry supplied crushed came more expensive as the mine
limestone for road con- grew.
struction in Huntsville, no- By that time, three large en-
tably for Governors Drive trances had been created and work
which was known then as the had begun on a fourth. Rock was
“Four Lane Highway” because drilled and blasted carefully to
it was the only one around. leave large supporting pillars while

The name “Three Caves,”
came about long after this
former limestone quarry, or
mine, had ceased operation.
During the years it was active, it
was known simply as the “rock
quarry” and it was not looked
upon with the nostalgia com-
monly felt for it today. It was
loud, as both dynamite and
crushing machinery were used
in its operation, and loaded
trucks spilled stone on what
were rapidly becoming resi-
dential streets, particularly
along Hermitage Avenue.

The rock quarry was first
opened in 1945 on land owned
by Madison County near the old
County Poor House, and was
well out from town in an area

“l was on my way to the
doctor with rear end trouble
when my universal joint gave
way causing me to wreck.”

Seen on local police report

The rock quarry started
out like most others in the
area, as an open pit opera-

tion. Blasting in the pit occa- |

sionally caused problems
with large rocks being blasted
hundreds of yards and drop-
ping on the Poor House and,
once, on a brand new 1949
automobile.

As the quarry grew, the
operators found that they
had to go deeper and deeper
to get to the desirable lime-
stone. The dirt and rock on
top of that was known as
overburden, and had to be
blasted and removed from
the site. This caused a grow-
ing problem which they fi-
nally solved by turning it into
an underground mine. By
going underground they
avoided the effort and expense
of removing the overburden
and there was little danger of
damage from the blasting.

Mining operations ceased
in 1952 because of a large

Winchester, Tn. Annual
Holiday Open House

Fri & Sat Nov. 6, 7 (from 10-5)
and Sunday Nov. 8 from 1-5
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Start a family tradition and travel to Winches-
ter, Tn.! Door prizes, sale items and lots of
refreshments. Register for valuable gift baskets.

VWL Call Janet for more information - (931) 967-9930

the rest of the rock was removed.
This method, called “room and
pillar” mining, was used when the
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amount of overburden was large
compared with the available rock.

When operation of the quarry
ceased, the site was simply aban-
doned. Unfenced, the old mines
gave a generation of children a
place to explore and teenaged
couples a place to find privacy. It
was even rumored about town
that one rather well known citi-
zen had been found there with
another man’s wife.

The area remained largely
out of the public eye until the
year 1962 brought the Cuban
Missile Crisis, and Madison
County decided that the site
would be an excellent location
for a fallout shelter. An Engi-
neer Company from the Ala-
bama National Guard spent sev-
eral weekend drills removing
debris and otherwise cleaning
the place up, but the crisis soon
passed and the effort was
dropped before emergency sup-
plies of food and water were
stocked.

Once again the old rock
quarry was pretty well forgotten.
Then, in 1978, movie produc-
ers found several sites in the
Huntsville area which were ideal
for a film to be called The
Ravagers, which was about the
time following a nuclear war. Al-
though the film starred Richard
Harris and Ernest Borgnine, it
was not particularly successful,
perhaps because people did not
want to even think about a
nuclear war, much less spend
the time watching a movie about
it.

In any case, the quarry was
the location for a number of
scenes in the movie, and the
open area was filled with
trucks, power carts and trail-

“You know you’re getting
older when your childhood
toys are now in a museum.”

Sam Huffstetler

ers. Another location used in
the movie was the Space and
Rocket Center. There, the nor-
mally gleaming white missiles
were covered in a rather mottled
gray that made them look old
and abandoned.

As with most films shot on
location, there were a number of
parts which were filled by local

arearesidents. Among these were
musicians Tony Mason and a
fiddler known as Monte Sano
Crowder. When filming was com-

“Old age is always ten
years older than 1 am.”

Ron Eyestone, Madison
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pleted, the old quarry was again
quietly forgotten.

In the 1980s, local land
developers began to believe that
they could build houses on the
steeply sloping and cave-ridden
limestones of Monte Sano
Mountain.

One reaction to this was the
formation of the Huntsville
Land Trust, which was dedi-
cated to preserving not only
Monte Sano itself, but any other
undisturbed lands in the area.
The Land Trust bought over 500
acres of the west face of Monte
Sano from private owners and
got others through the City of
Huntsville with the help of the
Land and Water Conservation
agency which is a State agency.
The Madison County Cominis-
sion donated the acreage which
included the old rock quarry,
now known as “Three Caves” to
the Land Trust.

The area around the three
caves is now fenced, much to
the chagrin of youngsters seek-
ing to explore and of young
couples wanting privacy. The
cliffs around the mine are sheer
vertical, and several people have
been injured falling from them.
The “caves” have now become a
well known attraction.

Volunteer groups, the Boy
Scouts and others, have built
trails, so to speak, throughout
both the mined area and the land
around it which have made it
for the first time, really safe to
explore. The Land Trust con-
ducts tours of the “caves” on a
regular basis and special tours
can be arranged when needed.

Perhaps the most interesting
thing is that, although the old
quarry, mine, or whatever you
want to call it, was never really
a cave - it is becoming one. A
stalagmite, which grows from
the floor of a natural cave, is
growing in this old abandoned
limestone mine, and the numbers
of brown bats which call this

place home is growing,
Perhaps, one day, it will even
look like a natural limestone cave.

New Enterprise

There is a new manufacturing
enterprise locating in our city. It is
a cigar factory, to be located on
Franklin Street, below the post
office. The proprietor, J. B. Dierke,
of Cincinnati, wisely decided on
Huntsville after surveying several
other cities. He informs us that he
will use only the finest of goods,
and his work will be handmade. So
we will be seeing cigars made of
only purest of tobacco, without the
use of cabbage leaves, old rusty
pieces of nails and leather.

from 1888 newpaper
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Monte Sano
Railroad

Near the intersection of Toll-
gate Road and Bankhead Park-
way in northeast Huntsville are
several entrances into the western
slope of Monte Sano mountain.
Take any one of these trails and
you will find yourself going back
into another time, a time of long
ago, a time when Huntsville was
much simpler and life was not the
complicated reality that it is today.

Yet, people then, as today, had
dreams and ambitions. The
dream that once existed on these
now quiet trails on the western
slope of Monte Sano Mountain
took the form of a railway ...
the Monte Sano Railway.

The year was 1888 and with
the ever growing popularity of
the grand hotel on top of the
mountain, it became clear that
better transportation up the
mountain was needed.

The Huntsville Belt Line and
Monte Sano Railway Co. em-
ployed engineer Arthur Owen
Wilson to construct the railroad
to the hotel. The line started
from the union depot and ran
south along Jefferson Street. At
Clinton, it turned east towards
the mountain and eventually
down into Fagin’'s Hollow, where
it began a circuitous route, gain-
ing altitude all the time. Winding
and circling to the rim of the
mountain, the route rose so
steeply that the grade seemed
impossible for an engine to
ascend: The remainder of the way
lay directly across the top of the
plateau to the back yard of the

Eating bananas as part of
a regular diet can cut the
risk of death by strokes
by 40%.

hotel. Half an hour was required
for the entire journey when the line
was finished.

In the construction of the
Monte Sano Railway, more than
300 persons were employed on
a regular basis. The weekly pay-
roll was  approximately
$10,000.

Mr. Wilson, himself, de-
signed the three coaches that
comprised the train and the St.
Charles Car Co. manufactured
them. The engine was of stan-
dard gauge, although smaller
than those used on the trunk
line. The compact size of the
engine was the reason the line
was called the "dummy line," as
the undersized locomotive re-
sembled a trolley car. Of course,
some Huntsville wags called it
the dummy line because, "only
a dummy would ride that steep
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and perilous route to or from the
mountain!"

Sure enough, not long after
the railway opened, there
occurred an incident that
seriously damaged the popularity
of the railway. Returning from the
hotel, the train's sand-pipes
clogged as the engineer tried to
check the speed of the locomotive
down a steep incline. The train
went out of control and left the
tracks. Happily, no one was in-
jured, but people then became
somewhat nervous about taking
this precarious path to and from
the mountain.

“Homemade gifts are the
perfect way to say, ‘I've got
lots more time than money!’”

Maxine

o$C19Cke,

For Your Special Events
g) CALL JIM: 256 683-8284ﬁ)

KARAOKE
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&
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55.03048
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Luckily, this accident had no | 5 3
lasting effect on consumer con-
fiden%e and the Monte Sano Comlng ln November
Railway was successful in bring-
ing visitors to the mountain, and
business at the hotel continued
to flourish.

Unfortunately by 1895 the
hotel was suffering financial
problems and the railroad had
to be shut down. Tracks were
torn up and sold as scrap to
pay off debts.

Now, with the passage of
time, the old railroad bed and
stone foundations of the trestles
are all that remain. They say
that as late as the 1950s there
were still railroad ties stacked
up near the area known as the
"button hole." But they're gone
now.

So, take a walk on the old
railroad bed trail. Knowing what

was once there makes the trek HOllyWOOd 18 Theater

all the more worthwhile.
3312 S. Memorial Pkwy. Huntsville, Al.

Modest Prices on Custom Framing

As an Artist, I was frustrated by the high cost of quality framing. In My home-based
frame shop, I use only archival; acid free materials and my large selection of close-out
mouldings offers something for most every need. Cutting mats and glass to your

profit while providing the quality you expect. Please call for an appointment.

I know you’ll be pleased with my work.
Collections of my photographs are available on CD’s for artists to use for their

inspiration.
Member and proud sponsor of the Huntsville Art League

3005 L&N Drive Suite 2

Don Broome Studios
7446 Clubfield Cir.
Huntsville, Al 35802
home 880-3497
cell 656-1457

specifications at reasonable prices. Very little overhead means I can make a reasonable
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One Stop Romance Sfmp

Cp/ easures ud Non-Stop Party Shop!

Holiday Gift Savings!

| Kama Sutra QOils
Romance Insplnng & Gift Sets

¢ Tog s for Adults.

FREE Gift with every

On Sale
$0 -~ $20
$40 purchase

T Y B ' Host a Toy
l Party at Books for the

P A RTTITES

our Place! Bedroom sro
Giggles & H
Guaranteed! Cardsl

Jery Sexy
Holiday
Sleep and

Club Wear
S$12-840

$10 off ALL

Dancers Shoes
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Enjoy a FREE GIFT (a $10 Value) when you become a VIP member on our website:
www.MyPleasureStore.com

seasures Dloasures

4925 University Dr. \*'1711 Central Pkwy.
Huntsville, AL Decatur, AL

830-0069 5840069




Open Daily 1®-5

Sunday 1 -5

Located in the historic three-story, 23,000 square-foat Lombardo
building and/featuring over 80 dealers

Available New!!!

houghts of Alabama invite images

of Confederate jasmine and fertile
cotton fields, sweet iced tea and southern
hospitafity. Buteven in paradise, evilsometimes
creeps in. Some of the stories captured within
the pages of this book are well known to the
good folks of North Alabama; others are less
familiar. The scandals of Limcoln’s brother- in-
law, the reign of terror created by Huntsville’s
Southwest Molester, the Decatur man who
buried his wife’s dismembered body under
the fishpond and the beautiful Black Widow
of Hazel Green- all of these stories and more
are well researched and masterfully written by
Huntsviile author Jacquelyn Procter Reeves.

Shaver's

Top 10 Books of Local &
Regional Interest

1. Wicked North Alabama by
Jacque Procter Reeves Introductory
price of $17.95

2. Historic Photos off Umiversiiy of
Alabama Football: by Joseph “Woody"
Woodruff ~ $35.00

3. Historic Photos of Humisville
by Jacque Gray Reeves $39.95

4. True Tales of Qld Madison
Coumty by Virgil (Pat) Jones $7.95

5. When Spirits Wailk: Madison
Coumiy Gihost Stories  $31569%5

6. Lessons from the Skillet (Lick
Skillet, Alabama) Revised editition by
Harold Fanning $13.95

7. Treasured Alabama Recipesby
Kathryn Tucker Windham (signed)
$14.95

8. Hiistorical Markers of Madison
County, Alabama $18.95

9. Alabama lllustrated Engravings
from 19th century newspapers $29.95

10. Hunisville Vimtage Postcards
by Alan Wright $19.99

Railroad Station Antiigues - (256) 533-6550
Shaver’s Books - (256) 533-7364 Emall shaversbks@comecast.net
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