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A Girl
Named
Lucy

Returning home,
Emma filled the bathtub
with water and helped
Lucy undress. Suddenly
she drew back in horror
as she saw the bruises
and welts that covered the
little girl's back.

“Who did this to you?”
Emma demanded.

A look of fright came
across Lucy's face as she
spoke for the first time.
“No one. Nobody. It was
all my fault.”
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A Girl
Named
Lucy

Emma Hopper sighed as she
looked out her window in the
summer of 1946. “It's going to
be a beautiful day," she thought.
“This is the kind of weather that
Dave loved.”

Dave was Emma’s husband
who had been Kkilled in a car
wreck the year before. They had
been married for twenty four
years and after his death Emma
seemed to have lost all interest
in life. She would get up in the
morning, make a bowl of oat
meal and then sit in the living
room listening to the radio with
her knitting basket next to her
side. She was not really inter-
ested in knitting - she had al-
ready knitted bags of scarves,
mufflers and gloves that were
stowed in the closet - it was just
something to do. Her friends
had tried to get her out of the
house but she always refused -
she just had no desire.

Every day was exactly like
the one before. Sometimes, she
thought bitterly, it would be bet-

ter to just go to bed one night
and not wake up in the morn-
ing.

Her thoughts were suddenly
interrupted by the shrill ringing
of the telephone. Picking up the
phone, a faint whisper of a smile
crossed her face as she recog-
nized the voice on the other end.
It was Sheriff Henry Blakemore.
They had been friends for most
of their lives and he had been a
favorite fishing buddy of her hus-
band.

After exchanging a few pleas-
antries, Blakemore got to the
point. “Emma, | need you to
come down to the jail. There’s
something | need to talk to you
about.” Emma started to protest,
but something in Blakemore’s
voice stopped her.

Emma made a face as she
entered the jail. Although the
building was not very old, the
smells of cheap disinfectant,
human sweat and stale cigarette
smoke had already seeped in to
every crevice.

The first thing she noticed as
she walked into Blakemore’s of-
fice was a tiny waifofagirl, maybe
six or seven years old, sitting si-
lently in the corner. The girl’s
dress was more of a sack than a
piece of clothing and her long
dark hair was dirty and knotted.
Emma looked at him with a ques-
tioning look on her face. The sher-
iffignored the gesture, simply tell-
ing her to sit down as he shook
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another cigarette from a pack on
his desk.

“Emma, you know a woman
named Sally Little, don’t you?”
It was more of a statement than
a question.

Emma nodded her head
slowly. Sallywas a second or third
cousin of her husband. She had
been in and out of trouble all of
her life and the family had lost
contact with her years earlier.

“Well, I've got her injail,” the
sheriff continued. “She’s serving
ninety days for disorderly con-
duct, but | have a problem and |
need your help. That's her
daughter sitting over there in the
corner and | have no place to
send her.”

Rushing his words so
Emma could not interrupt him, he
went on to explain that the girl had
no family or friends that would
take care ofher. An older woman
had been taking care of her, off
and on, but when she was not
paid, she had dropped the child
off at the jail. He had been on the
phone all morning trying to find a
place to send her, but in 1946,
there were simply not many so-
cial services available for home-
less children.

The only hint of hope had
been the state orphanage but they
were full at the time and itwould
probably be several months be-
fore they could take her.

Emma suddenly realized what
Blakemore wanted. Rising from
her chair she started to say no,
no way, when the sheriff ordered
her to sit down again.

“Emma, it will only be for a
couple months until her mother
gets out ofjail. And - she is your
husband’s blood kin!”

There was silence for long
moments before Emma finally
looked at the girl and then back
to the sheriff. "All right, I'll do
it. But just until you find an-
other place for her. What is her
name?”

“Lucy, | think,” the sheriffre-
plied. “At least that's what the old
woman called her. | can’t get the
girl to talk to me.”

Emma quickly understood
what the sheriff meant. She had
already decided to take the girl
to Woolworth’s and buy her a
couple dresses and underclothes.
On the way there, she tried to
draw Lucy into a conversation but
the girl refused to talk. The only
response Lucy would give was a
slight nod of her head, indicating
yes or no. There was no eye con-
tact at all.

Returning home, Emma filled
the bathtub with water and
helped Lucy undress. Suddenly
she drew back in horror as she
saw the bruises and welts that
covered the little girl’s back.
“Who did this to you?” Emma
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demanded.

A look of fright came across
Lucy’s face as she spoke for the
first time. “No one. Nobody. Itwas
all my fault.”

Seeing how frightened the
girl was, Emma did not ask any
more questions. After the bath,
hair-washing and a change of
clothes Lucy asked where she
was supposed to sit. When
Emma told her she could sit
anywhere she wanted, she went
to a chair in the corner of the
living room and sat there mo-
tionless.

A pattern seemed to develop.
If Emma told Lucy to do some-
thing, she would do it and then
return to the chair where she
would sit quietly, as if afraid to
move or say anything. Every
morning when Emma woke up
Lucy would already be in the
chair, just quietly sitting there.

Emma tried talking with her,
taking her shopping, even buy-
ing games they could play to-
gether. It was to no avail; there
seemed to be an invisible wall
surrounding her, not letting her
out or letting anyone in.

The break came one day
when Emma happened to see
Lucy standing in front of a mir-
ror trying on one of her hats. It
was an ugly floppy hat, one she
had reserved for yard work, but
for some reason Lucy seemed
fascinated by it as she placed it
in various positions on her head
while making faces in the mir-
ror. It was the first time Emma
had seen her smile.

Suddenly Emma remem-
bered her own childhood when
she used to love dressing up in
her mother’s clothes.

That afternoon Emma asked
Lucy to help her go through
some old clothes. She began
with her hats, trying on each one
in front of the mirror and then
insisting Lucy do the same.
Within a few minutes a hint of
a smile began to appear the little
girl’'s face. Minutes later they
were both laughing hysterically
as Lucy pranced in front of the
mirror wearing a fur around her
shoulders, a large feathered hat
on her head and adorned with
countless pieces of costume jew-
elry.

Emma had never had any chil-
dren of her own, and wasn't sure
if she even wanted any, but as the
days turned into weeks she found
herselfbeing drawn to the small
child. After Lucy’s initial fright she
seemed to thrive in her new envi-
ronment. Whenever there were
chores to do around the house
Lucy insisted on helping. Sweep-
ing floors was her favorite chore.
Oftentimes, Emma would have to
turn her head to keep from laugh-
ing as the little girl struggled with
a broom almost twice her size.
Emma solved this problem by
buying another broom and hav-
ing the handle sawed off to the
appropriate size.

In the evenings, after dinner,
it was “school time.” Sitting at
the kitchen table while Emma
taught her the alphabet and
helped practice writing her name
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was Lucy’s favorite time ofthe day.
She seemed to have a voracious
appetite for learning and Emma
was constantly amazed at how
quickly she learned.

Good times cannot last for-
ever, and so it came about that
one evening as they were listen-
ing to the radio, they heard a car
door slam, followed by a loud
knocking on the front door. After
opening the door, Emma did not
need any introductions to the
woman standing there. It was
Sally Little, Lucy’s mother.

Emma invited her in the
house. Slurring her words and
smelling of alcohol, the woman
said, “lI hear you got my girl.”

Before Emma could reply, the
woman noticed Lucy standing
across the room almost petri-
fied with fear.

“Come here, girl,” Sally said,
“and give your Mama a big
kiss.”

Lucy bolted from the room.
It didn’t seem to bother her
mother. “She gets that way
sometimes. 'l have to
straighten her out when | get her
home.” Suddenly she changed
the subject. “I'm in between
places to stay right now and |

was wondering ifyou would keep
the girl a few more days. Just un-
til | get on my feet again.”

Emma nodded her head and
Sally started to leave before turn-
ing to Emma again.

“I'm a little short of money
right now and | was wondering
if you would loan me five dol-
lars until | get straightened out.
It will just be for a few days.”
Reluctantly, Emma got her
purse and gave Sally the money.

After locking the front door,
Emma went to find Lucy. She
looked in every room but Lucy
was nowhere. She began search-
ing the closets and then went
through the rooms again but she
was nowhere to be found. Emma
became frightened, trying to de-
cide what to do, when suddenly
she heard a sound from under
her bed. Quickly getting down on
her hands and knees, she saw
Lucy curled up in a corner, her
little body trembling as tears
rolled down her face.

The next few days were diffi-
cult. Lucy seemed to revert to
the little girl that Emma had
first met; not talking, unsure of
herself and jumping at every
small noise. Patiently, Emma
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struggled to get her out of the shell
she had withdrawn into.

A few weeks later the scene
was repeated. A knock on the
door, Sally standing there intoxi-
cated, explaining that she was
going to leave Lucy there for a
little while longer “Just until she
got straightened out.” This time
she asked for ten dollars, sup-
posedly for some medicine.
Emma reluctantly gave her the
money although she suspected
the medicine was the same type
sold by the local bootleggers.

And again, it took days to
get Lucy out of her shell.

Emma and Lucy worked out
a routine. Whenever there was
a knock on the door at night,
Lucy would run and hide in the
closet until Emma gave the “all
clear” sign. Emma hated doing
this but did not know what else
to do. When she talked to an
attorney she was told, “It’s
Sally’s girl and if she wants her,
that's her right.”

The visits by Sally became
almost a routine. Every couple
of weeks she would show up,
needing money for something.
Sometimes it was for five dol-
lars, and then twenty and sev-
eral time even fifty. When Emma
tried to protest, Sally replied,
“I'm her mother and I'm entitled
to something.”

Emma was not poor, but
neither was she well off. She
began by cashing in Government
bonds her husband had
purchased years earlier. When
they were gone, she started with-
drawing money from her savings
account.

Suddenly it was December,
and almost like an early Christ-
mas present, Sally stopped com-

“What one person receives
without working for,
another person must work
for without receiving.”

Ron Eyestone, Madison

ing around. Emma and Lucy de-
cided this was going to be the best
Christmas ever. They spent hours
picking out the perfect tree and
decoratingit. Garlands were hung
over the doorways and candles
were placed in the windows. To-
gether they made a large wreath
which they hung on the front door.

And every day another

Spry Funeral
and Crematory

present appeared under the tree

with Lucy’s name onit. H Omes’ I nc.
They were sitting on the couch Family owned and operated

late one evening, reading Christ- since 1919

mas stories, when there was a
loud knocking on the front door.
Lucy sprang from the couch to
hide in another room as Emma,
hoping against hope that itwas a
neighbor, went to open the door.
Sally staggered into the house
accompanied by a strange man
who appeared to be equally
drunk. Looking around at the
Christmas tree and decorations,
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she said in a sarcastic voice, “It
looks like you have already made
plans for my girl. Don’'t you think
you should have asked me first?”
Abruptly she changed the sub-
ject. “Me and Jim,” she said while
motioning to the man with her,
“are going to get out of this town
and start over in Chicago. You
want to keep my girl, you can
have her for five hundred dollars.
After all, | am entitled to some-
thing!”
Emma protested, saying she
did not have that much money.
“Well, find it!” Sally said. “I'll
be back tomorrow night and if
you don’t have the money I'm
going to take my girl with me.”
Late that night, after calm-
ing Lucy down, Emma laid in
bed trying to decide what to do.
She didn’'t have the money but
she could not bear to imagine
Lucy having to live with a drunken

“Only a fool argues with a
skunk, a mule or the cook.”

Harry Oliver

mother who cared nothing about
her. Her last thought before finally
drifting off to sleep was, “l need
advice.”

The next morning, after leav-
ing Lucy with a neighbor, Emma
walked the ten or twelve blocks
to the countyjail where she asked
to see the sheriff. Blakemore im-
mediately realized somethingwas
wrong and began questioning her.
Slowly Emma began telling about
Lucy being terrified, about the
bruises on her body, and about
Sally’s constant demands for
money and her ultimatum offive
hundred dollars.

“Sheriff, | just don’'t know
what to do.”

Blakemore had not said
much before now but finally he
broke his silence by asking,
“You really want to keep that
girl, don'tyou?”

Emmawas taken by surprise.
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She had always thought about
what was best for Lucy and had
never really thought about her
own feelings. After a long pause
she replied, “Yes. Yes, | do.”

The meeting ended with
Blakemore telling Emma to go
home and let him think about
it.

Later that afternoon,
Blakemore called one ofhis depu-
ties into his office. After giving him
a little background, the sheriffex-
plained what he wanted done.

It wasn’t hard to find Sally.
She was sitting in the second
bar the deputy walked into,
along with a male companion.
The deputy walked over to where
she was sitting and grabbed her
by the back of the neck.

“We're going outside!” Sally’s
companion started to get up but
a pointed finger and a sharp
look from the deputy convinced
him to sit back down.

Once outside, the deputy ex-
plained. “There’s a warrant
about to be sworn out for your
arrest. Human trafficking - try-
ing to sell your own daughter.
I'm supposed to tell you that you
have twenty-four hours to get out
of town. After that you will be
facing twenty years in prison. If
you try to go back around your
daughter, | will have you in jail
within thirty minutes. Do you
understand?”

Sally nodded her head, al-
ready wondering how fast she
could leave town.

That same night Sheriff
Blakemore stopped by Emma’s
home. After talkingwith Emmain
private for a few minutes then
turned his attention to Lucy.
“How would you like to stay with
Emma forever and not have any-
one try to take you away from
her?”

Lucy seemed puzzled. “But
how ...... ?”

Blakemore grinned and
kneeled down next to the little girl.
“See this badge? That means I'm
the High Sheriff of Madison
County and what | say is the law!”

Lucy turned to Emma with a
questioning look on her face.
“He’s right,” Emma said with a
big smile, “He’s the Sheriff”

T\vo days later on Christmas
morning, Emma awoke to find
Lucy standing next to her bed.
Slowly, as if unsure, Lucy
handed her a piece of paper that
had been folded like a card. On
the front was a crude drawing
of a Christmas tree and inside,
written in a small child’s hand
writing, were the words,

To Mama,
Mrry Krismus
Love Lucy

The following year Emma
adopted Lucy. Sally was never
heard from again.
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The Old
Carriage

by Floyd Frazier

It was a cold damp Monday
morning in December as Albert
and C.W. headed for the horse
barn. The sun would not be up
for another 45 minutes but the
hurricane lamp gave enough
light to get through the gate to
the hall of the barn. The
Myricks had been up since 4:30
and had one of Ma's big break-
fasts before going to the milk
barn. Twenty-five cows took the
family of 6 boys and one girl
only an hour and half to milk.
Papa had already pasteurized the
milk and headed toward his
daily delivery route in town in
the milk wagon.

The boys lead the two big
percherons Maud and Henry out
of the stall to stand by the gear
room for hooking up the har-
ness. They would be headed nine
miles out Pulaski Pike to the
big pine grove they had con-
tracted to clear. This was an
added income for the family in
1910. They were clearing the
land of the trees for fire wood.
The big tall loblolly pines were
being sold to the local fledgling
telephone and utility company
to be used as power poles. The
wagon bed had been removed so

ST \

the rear axle could be moved fur-
ther back to haul the seventy-five
feet long poles.

C.W. was born on a farm not
far from downtown Huntsville.
Albert was born in Waxahatchee,
Texas in 1896 while the family
was living with Ma's folks. They
had come back to Huntsville
when Little Pap had found this
dairy farm on Oakwood Road for
them to buy in 1898.

Little Pap was Papa’s father
and was a Civil War veteran who
still proudly wore his sharp-
shooter’'s medal to all the local
Confederate gatherings. He owned
forty acres between Maysville and
New Market in Hurricane Valley
and lived in a two-room log cabin.

When the boys arrived at the
grove, the sun was already mid-
sky and the temperature had be-
come quite warm for this time of
the year. After unhitching Maud
and Henry from the wagon, the
logs were pulled to a ramp used
to hoist them onto the front wheel
axle and then to the rear.
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As you can imagine, the three
logs were very heavy and ex-
tremely long, making turns quite
wide and cumbersome. Around
noon they hitched the horses
back to the wagon and began the
slow trip back to the dairy farm.
Some two miles down the road
they came to the dog leg causing
the boys to make wide swinging
turns to maneuver the long appa-
ratus along the road. After mak-
ing the first turn and driving into
the second turn, down the road
towards them came the
McCormick sisters in their
fancy Queen Victoria styled car-
riage.

The sisters were well known
in the area as daughters of Cyrus
McCormick who wintered in
Huntsville at their home named
Kildare. The carriage was driven
by a young boy and instead of
stopping well back from the
turn, he continued driving into
the wedge being created by Albert
and C. W.'s wide turn. As the
horses became aware of the
squeeze they became nervous,
rearing and trying to back up.
The two ladies jumped from the
carriage and ran down the road
away from the mayhem. Albert
and C.W., watched in amaze-
ment at the sight of the two la-
dies with their long dresses pulled
up to keep them from tripping as
they ran. This sight was hilarious
and told about for many years af-
terwards around family get
togethers.

Now, forty-something years
later, ayoung man named Charles
McBrayer from North Carolina
moved to Huntsville to manage
the downtown JC Penney store.
After a few months of searching
he found the perfect farm for rais-
ing his family. Located out High-
way 72 east on Steger road (now
Wall Rd.) he began accumulating
ponies, horses, goats, chickens
and other livestock for his new
hobby. Soon after attending an
estate auction, he came home with

some interesting odd items. One
was a small wicker pony wagon
and another was a fancy worn out
carriage. The carriage seats were
torn, the wheels had rubber tires
that were held on by baling wire.

Through the years at the
McBrayer farm, this carriage
was hitched many Sunday
afternoons and driven by the twin
brothers, Charles and Larry, up
and down the road. There were
always neighborhood buddies
who were ready to ride in the
carriage.

As time elapsed one of the
neighborhood boys became part
of the family when he married
the McBrayer’s only daughter.
Shortly thereafter JC Penney
transferred the family back to
North Carolina, taking with them
the old carriage and leaving that
daughter in Huntsville. When
that young family visited them
on another small farm in Caro-
lina, the grandchildren always
wanted to ride in the old car-
riage.

With the interest of all of his
grandchildren, Big Daddy
McBrayer decided to have the
carriage refitted. He found an
Amish carriage maker in the
Shenandoah Valley to do the re-
pairs. On a one-week vacation vis-
iting the family, the son-in-law
and father-in-law made the trip to
Virginia with the carriage for re-
pair.

A month later the carriage

West Station
Antiques

Come visit us in
Owens Cross Roads at the
Historic Hornbuckle Garage

on old Hwy 431.

Phone (256) 725-BOOK (2665)

Books - Paper Items
Postcards - Linens - Quilts
Pottery - China - Glassware

Sterling Silver - Jewelry
Furniture

Visit us at our website:
www.gibsonbooks.com

3037 Old Highway 431
Owens Cross Roads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

New Hours: Thurs - Sat 10 -5
Sun -1 -5

“My greatest fear is that there
is no such thing as PMS and
this is just my personality.”

Joy Dickson, Athens

Center for Hearing, LLC

7531 S. Memorial Parkway Suite C

Huntsville, Al 35802

Phone(256) 489-7700

* Free Hearing Tests and Consultations

 Zero down financing with low payments

« Competitive pricing

« Service and repair of all brands and makes of aids
 Hearing aid batteries

» Appointments - Monday thru Friday from (8:00 am

Maurice Gant, BC-HIS
Board Certified Hearing
Instrument Specialist

until 5:00 pm) and Saturday upon request

00508041


http://www.gibsonbooks.com

was picked up having new
overstuffed seats, new convertible
top, and yes, new rubber tires.
Another interesting thingwas that
the hoops over the wheels now
had patent leather fenders.

In the 1980's, the carriage be-
came idle again and was placed
in a dark corner of the basement.
As the boys often discussed what
we would do with the carriage. Big
Daddy decided he wanted no ill
feeling in the family and decided
to take an offer to sell to an ac-
quaintance who was starting car-
riage rides in Charlotte, NC.

Albert, one ofthe youngbroth-
ers mentioned at the beginning
was my stepfather and Big Daddy
became my father-in-law in 1962.
That carriage my stepfather saw
in 1910 is the same as the one
my father-in-law bought in the mid
1950's and kept until the 1980's.
One ofthe oldest granddaughters
has just recently moved to Char-
lotte and hopefully we'll get to see
and ride in the old carriage again.
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Scandal from 1896

Huntsville: A handsome
young woman from Birming-
ham recently came on a visit to
a young matron whose husband
is a prominent businessman in
Huntsville. The fair guest was
extensively entertained, remained
several weeks and departed.

A few days afterwards the
husband left the city on a busi-
ness trip. During his absence,
his wife, in rummaging through
the pockets of his coats, came
across a letter written in a
decidedly feminine hand.

Her suspicions were in-
stantly aroused, and she read the

tender contents from beginning to
end.

What was her astonishment
and anger to find that the letter
was an endearing little note from
her recentvisitor, fixingan upcom-
ing meeting with her husband in
Birmingham.

When the gentleman returned
home from his business trip,
he was confronted with the “billet
doux.”

Those who are acquainted
with the fact say that the tender
missive will probably be made
public as an exhibit in upcom-
ing divorce proceedings.

Plate Lunch Special 11:00am - 130pm

DEE'S DINER

1 Meat, 3 Vegetables or 2 Vegetables and Dessert

(Includes Drink & Tax)

2007-C N. Memorial Pkwy ¢ 851-0603

To Go Orders Welcome (We are a smoking establishment)

thifft Still

X3ttorney 2t gw

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury
* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A Job - Its Our Mission”

920 Merchants Walk

Suite B
Huntsville, Al

(256) 534-4502 Office
(256) 534-4503 Fax
(256) 233-3328 (Athens)

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
Is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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A Daisy

by M.D. Smith, IV

It was Christmas 1947 and
I had just turned seven years
old. | already owned and loved
my Daisy Red Ryder air rifle that
shot .177 caliber BBs. | had
asked Santa for a Daisy # 118
BB Pistol that shot even smaller.
12 caliber lead BBs. The blue
steel, fixed sight model was made
from 1937 to 1949 except for the
war years.

It was the best present | got
that morning along with several
tubes full of the tiny BBs. My
father and | had shot it in the
house into paper targets held by
a cardboard box with an opening
and a rubber catch backup inside.
It didn't have much power and |
could shoot it into my blue jeans-
covered leg and barely feel the

VVWoody
fiNnd ™ rson

Ford

On the eorngr of
Jordan Lang &
Sparkman ©rivg

256-539-9441

www.vtoodyandg.rsonford.eom

sting (the air rifles would sting a
lot).

Well, itwas Christmas evening
and my parents had left to attend
a party at their friend's house,
leaving the maid, Mariah, in
charge of me. She was very easy-
going and almost anything | did
wrong or otherwise, she'd always
say, "Well, ain't he cute?"

She was in the kitchen and |
was in the living room among all
the Christmas of the day, climb-
ing under the sofa on my belly,
pretending | was on a war mis-
sion behind enemy lines. But
there was nothing to shoot that
would react to the tiny BBs until |
spied the Christmas tree with
about 150 glass ball ornaments
on it, of every size and color.

So, just to see IF it would
break one, | fired offa . 12 caliber
round from my trusty pistol. A
loud POP followed by shattering
ofglass rewarded my marksman-
ship on the first shot. Wow! What
a GREAT target that was.

R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC.

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

General Contractors
Residential & Commercial
Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

"A Contractor You Can
Trust"

Yes, our trucks come
with a rearview mirror.

No, we haven't used

it in 30 years.


http://www.vtoodyandg.rsonford.eom

Now, | knew my parents would not like me
doing that, but | also knew | could clean up the
little bit ofglass, remove the hook and cap from
the tree, and they'd never miss that ornament.
Then, | thought, well they'd never miss two, so
another bit the dust.

It was like trying to stop eatingjust one potato
chip, so another and another exploded and came
tinkling down. When | finally came to my senses,
over half of the ornaments were gone, and you
definitely could tell it. | cleaned up best | could,
but | couldn't get inside the tree and behind it in
the corner. Then my parents came home, took one
look at the tree and knew exactly what had hap-
pened. Mariah entered the room and said, "Well,
ain't he cute?" Unfortunately, that didn't save me.

| got a hard spanking on the rear end, but the
worst punishmentwas that | didn't see my trusty
BB pistol for six months, almost a lifetime in the
life ofa kid. Lesson learned.

An Unusual
Marriage

From 1891 Newspaper

- The marriage of John Ring, aged 70 of
Jackson County, and Miss Mary Donnan, aged
20 of Decatur, is somewhat romantic. An old
friend of the aged groom says that Ring was at
one time in love with Miss Donnan’s mother,
but on account of his then com-
parative poverty was forced to see
her wooed and won by her
present husband.

He remained true in his feel-
ing, however, and when his
present bride was a little girl, be-
came much attached to her. In
appearance so much like her
mother, the old gentleman found
in her childish affection a solace
for the loss of her mother’s love.

As the girl grew to womanhood
the old gent became a wealthy
man, and when he sought the
hand of Miss Donnan a short time
ago, found the mother a ready
helper in the match. The groom
has just purchased a fine farm
near Scottsboro and will enjoy his
last days in the sunlight of the
smiles of his young bride.
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“One of my co-workers has an annoying habit -
she works. Makes me look really bad.”

Maxine

Visit www.chaneyplace.com

2 & 3 bedrooms from $179,900

Call your Senior
Real Estate
Specialists for
care-free living!

John Richard
Broker
603-7110

Dick Smith
Broker Associate
457-3929

Parkway Perimeter

507-A Drake Ave., SE “Team Richard”

Huntsville, Al 35801 www.teamrichardrealtors.com

AI p h A EState Sales & Appraisals

Personal Property Collectible & Antique Estate Auction

We will help you sell all of your estate, including fine art,
furniture, jewelry, china, porcelain and more


http://www.chaneyplace.com
http://www.teamrichardrealtors.com
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Heard On
the Street

by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to William
Henderson for being the first
caller to correctly guess the Photo
ofthe Month for October. We have
gotten hundreds ofcalls so far and
most of them are correct! The
adorable boy is M.D. Smith 1V,
who has been associated with TV
and radio, (WAAY-TV) and now the
internet (HIWAAY.net). William is
retired from the Post Office and
the Air Force, and is a Proud 1957
Butler High School graduate!

Jesse Hopkins was a very
hardworking member of the
Golden K Kiwanis, and headed up
the distribution of“Old Huntsville”
magazine. Jesse passed away at
88, on November 10. Even though
he had some serious medical is-
sues, you never heard Jesse com-
plain or be anything but positive.
Our deepest condolences go to
Jesse’s family and many friends.

We are so proud of Debra
Jenkins, co-owner of Merrimack
Hall on Triana Blvd. Debra just
won national recognition when
the magazine “Traditional Home”
named her as recipient of its 5th
annual Classic Woman award.
Debra makes it possible for dis-
abled children to learn how to

dance, something they would not
ordinarily be able to do. Congratu-
lations, Debral!

Stephen Bzdell, Sr. was 91
when he passed away Nov. 13. His
son John Bzdell, of Marathon
Painting, would often take his Dad
with him onjobs, which they both
really enjoyed. We send our sym-
pathy to the family of Mr. Bzdell,
who lived each day to the fullest.

That smiling face you see
whenyou walk into Redstone Fed-
eral Credit Union on So. Parkway
near Gibson’'s BBQ is that ofBeth
Dunson, who works there as a
teller & receptionist. She wants to
say “Merry Christmas” to her dear
husband Carl, as well as kids
Kimberly & hubby Nathan, and
daughter Michelle and husband
Anthony who live in Ttilsa.

We wanted to wish a special
Dec. 22 Happy Birthday to
Princella Hatcher, who works at

Don'’t let time slip away.

Herbs - Vitamins - Massage
Reflexology - Natural Foods

Master Herbalist - Auricular Therapy

Magnetic Therapies
Electrodermal Testing
Children’s Products

7540-P South Memorial Pkwy (256) 883-4127

Rosies Shopping Center
Huntsville, Alabama

Open Mon - Sat
info@ruthsnutition.com

BB&T (Colonial Bank on Church
St.). Sheis areally sweet lady and
is always smiling!

Scott Reeves is ayoung Sys-
tems Engineer who works for
Nasa. He just won an award from
Space Flight Awareness which
sent him to Kennedy AFB to see
the launch of the Space Shuttle.
This award is given to only a few
annually who have gone over and
above in flight safety. We are so
proud ofyou Scott!

Happy Birthday Robert Madi-
son! He turned 66 years old and
is one good-looking dude!

Many remember Bryce Davis,
who often would eat breakfast at
Eunice’s Country Kitchen on
Andrew Jackson Way with his
sweet wife Dolly. Bryce recently
passed away at age 85 in Fort
Worth, TX. We send our deepest
condolences to Jan Davis and
their family & friends.

The spirits were moving on
Halloween night at the Historic
Lowry House. The first annual
Costume party attracted a large
crowd of spooks who danced to
the music of the Fairlanes and

The first person to correctly
identify the youngster below wins a
1-year complimentary subscription
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502

Hint: This little girl keeps the
city government on its toes.


HIWAAY.net
mailto:info@ruthsnutition.com

sampled heavy hors d’oeuvres.
The winning couple were Judy
and M.D. Smith IV. Judy came
as the Swine Flu and M.D. was the
doctor! Plans are underway for
nextyear already!

Happy Birthday to Mabie
Hawkins, who turned 96 in Oc-
tober! And she still lives at home!
Her very proud daughter is Linda
Taylor, whose hubby Ollie owns
Taylor’s Barbershop on South
Parkway.

John Shaver, of Shaver’s
Books located at the Railroad Sta-
tion Antiques, sure is looking
happy these days. He and sweet
wife Sue have a brand new
granddaughter, Suzanne (Annie)
Shaver. John, ofcourse, wouldn't
think of bragging, but he told us
that she is by far the most beauti-
ful baby on Earth!

Chuck Bailes was the long-
time love of Jackie Reed, and
she said he was her absolute rock.
He especially enjoyed helping her
prepare for the City Council meet-
ings that she has spoken at for so
many years. He died in August at
only 77. Chuck will never be for-
gotten, and we send our deepest
condolences to Jackie.

Malcolm Miller recently un-
derwent a pretty serious opera-
tion but we’re happy to hear that
he is doing fine and a good recov-
ery is expected. Malcolm is avery
talented musician and also writes
stories. His dear wife Lois is
taking good care of him.

We read in the Times recently
that Mike Marshall was wonder-
ing about the history of the road
that travels over Monte Sano to
Hampton Cove. Mike remem-
bered when he traveled that road
8 years ago with Cecil Ashburn,
the premiere roadbuilder in
Huntsville, to find out the history.
Cecil said the road used to run
from Longwood to Big Cove Road,
and was very steep. It curled up
the side ofthe mountain, then to
the top of Monte Sano where the
Big Cove Pike sign stands today.
It was changed later to U.S. 431.

Angela Copeland-Humlicek
is the owner of “The Design
House” located across from
Haysland Square. | met her and
Stacey Courson there recently
and found out that Stacey is the
daughter ofthat sweet lady Kathy
Ogle who works for Dr.
DeJarnatte.

Jana Hinsley, who works for
Edward Jones as a financial ad-
visor, has a bigday coming up in
December. She and her fiancee
Will Wise, an engineer at
Redstone Arsenal, will be getting
married during the month. Con-
gratulations to both Jana & Will!

Maple Hill Cemetery had
their largest crowd ever at the
October cemetery stroll. Cos-
tumed volunteer actors stood atop
the graves and shared stories of
more than 60 people of the past.
One of the most outstanding of
these was Christy Webb who por-
trayed a very believable Molly
Teal (1852-1899). Miss Teal was
the very popular “lady of the night”
who gave her large Victorian home
to the city of Huntsville which was
used as the first city infirmary,
then the first public hospital, now
part of Huntsville Hospital.

Christy gave a charming and
extraordinary performance, and
has been named the Best Madam
Teal to date. In fact, Christy has
already been tapped by the Pil-
grimage Asso. to play Miss Teal

Louie Tippett, owned & Operated
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again next year! When she’s not
performing, Christy owns Sexy
Shoes in the City, next door to
Thai Garden - the Best Thai food
you'll ever find!

Have a warm & wonderful
Christmas, and watch over your
older neighbors.

Discount Designer Shoes

Prada

St. John

Miu Miu
Ferragamo
Gucci

Chanel
Valentino

Cole Haan
Stuart Weitzman

Fendi
... And Many Morel
Five Points - Wellman Ave.

(256) 489-7837

UNITED

FIRE & WATER
DAMAGE

RESTORATION

209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville |



Old Huntsville Page 20

Poop Man s Boupsin

2 sticks unsalted butter, soft-
ened

2 8-0z. pkgs, cream cheese,
softened

2 cloves garlic, minced

1/21. oregano

1/21. marjoram

1/21. thyme

1/41. basil

1/21. white pepper

1/21. dill weed

With your electric mixer,
combine butter and cheese with
the spices. Mix til it's smooth and
well-blended. Pack into decora-
tive containers, cover with foil or
plastic wrap.

Will keep for several weeks in
the fridge, this is great with crack-
ers, sliced French bread or veg-
etable crudites.

This can also be made ahead
for Christmas giving.

EVERY
MONDAY
IS FAMILY
NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner.
Featuring a full menu and the best
country breakfast in town!

ECIP

h’s Ch pistmas!

eddap Vheese Ooup

1/2 cup each finely chopped
carrots, celery, onion and green
pepper

1/4 c. butter

1/4 c. plain flour

1/41. dry mustard

1 grt. chicken broth

3 c. shredded sharp Cheddar
cheese

2 c. evaporated milk

Saute vegetables in butter in
heavy 3-quart pan for 5 minutes,
remove from heat. Stir in the flour
and mustard, Add broth and re-
turn to heat. Simmer 5 minutes,
stirring. Add cheese slowly, add
milk. Stir and heat til cheese is
melted and soup is hot. Do not
cook or reheat over high heat, or
bring near high flame as it could
burn. You can also puree all or
part of the soup in a blender or
food processor.

Hot Mulled Apple Cidep

1 grt. natural apple cider

2 sticks cinnamon

7 whole cloves

Put all in a saucepan and heat
slowly. Simmer for 20 minutes,
strain and serve hot in mugs.

So good on a cold winter nite!

Vin Bpule

The French say this grateful
potion is better than aspirin to
ward off the grip of a cold and
chilly night.

Place in a saucepan, covered,
over high heat:

1 bottle dry red wine

4 sticks cinnamon

Peel of 2 oranges

4 T. sugar

When the mixture boils, un-
cover and ladle into mugs.

Freel

Every Monday night Kids eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from

our new kid’'s menu with each paid adult
entree. Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY., SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast
8412 WHITESBURG DR. SOUTH 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS: THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS



Hof Buffered Rum

11 powdered sugar

1/2 c. boiling water

1/4 c. rum

1 T. butter

Add above ingredients to a
tall mug. Stir well, sprinkle on
freshly grated nutmeg.

This is a very old-fashioned
drink that the Puritans made,
which is said to make a man see
double and feel single.

Cranberry Bread

2 c. flour

1 c. sugar

1 1/2 t. baking powder

11 salt

1/2 t. baking soda

3/4 c. orange juice

11. grated orange peel

2 T. salad oil

1 egg

1 1/4 c. cranberries, chopped
or halved (fresh)

1/2 c. chopped walnuts

Preheat your oven to 350 de-
grees. Grease bottom of one 9x5”
loaf pan. Combine all dry ingre-
dients in one bowl. In another
bowl mix the egg, oil andjuice and
add to the dry ingredients, mix-
ing til combined. Stir in berries
and nuts and pour into pan.

Bake for about an hour and
toothpick comes out clean. Re-
move from pan and cool on rack.

Ckpisfmas Macaroon Torte

1 c. flaked coconut

1/2 c. graham cracker crumbs

1/3 c. chopped pecans

1/2 c. red and green candied
cherries

4 egg whites, room temp

Dash salt

1 t. almond or vanilla extract

1 c. sugar

Preheat your oven to 350 de-
grees and grease a 9” pie plate.
Combine first 4 ingredients, set
aside. In a large mixing bowl beat
the egg whites and salt til soft
peaks form. Slowly add the sugar
and beat til stiff, add extract. Fold
in the coconut/nut/cherry mixture
and mix. Pour all into pie plate,
bake for 30-35 minutes and pie
is lightly browned. Serve with
whipped cream and additional
cherries.

Cpanbeppy Almost Pie

2 c. fresh cranberries

1/2 c. sugar

1/3 c. chopped pecans

2 eggs

1 c. sugar

1 c. flour

11/2 sticks butter, melted

Spread cranberries over bot-
tom of pie plate. Sprinkle with
nuts and 1/2 cup sugar. Beat
eggs, add 1 cup sugar, add flour
& melted butter, pour over cran-
berries. Bake for one hour.

Call (256) 489-9200 for Information and Reservations
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Workshops starting in February
for all Ages

THE
AGENCY 536-5200

Professional Academy of
Modeling & Acting

Website: pamaagency.com
708 Andrew Jackson Way - Huntsville, Al 35801

Restaurant With
The Trains!

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Sat. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm
Closed Sundays


pamaagency.com
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Segregation Laws
and the Mailman

by James E. Taylor

From 1926 until 1-565 took our property in
1990, my parents’ home was on Mitchell Drive
which was a couple of blocks from Pulaski Pike
and West Holmes Street, both of which were pre-
dominantly black neighborhoods.

Around 1931 when | was 10 years old, | be-
came fascinated with the black postman (Clarence
Powers) who delivered our mail primarily because
of his gentle manners and his mode of transpor-
tation. He delivered the mail by driving a horse
and carriage. The carriage was enclosed much as
in the manner of the small enclosed trucks of that
day.

After the war, | returned to work at the Russel
Erskine Hotel and in 1947 was made manager.

Around 1948 or 49, the local postmaster con-
tacted me and advised that Clarence’s fellow work-
ers at the post office wanted to give him a retire-
ment party but didn’t know how to get around the
state segregation laws. (Remember - in 1948 there
was only one post office in Huntsville and not
very many postmen). Our blue room would seat
50 persons which was about the number in atten-
dance. In the center of a dividing wall, there was a
door to an adjoining room. We removed the door
and placed a separate single table for Clarence in
the door to give him the appearance of being the
guest of honor, which he was. Thus, we legally
beat the segregation laws.

I recall it as being a beautiful retirement party.
As | recalled this event in later years, | only regret-
ted that | failed to tell Clarence that | was that
young teenager that he delivered mail to in the 30's.

Inspections performed
according to ASHI Standards
Johnny Frazier, Inspector
Al License #HI-1047

Cell (256) 603-8430
Home (256) 534-0277

“I wish | could quit my job!”

“l wish | had more time

*
to spend with my kids.” 7 need more fun

in my lifel"

“l wish | had an extra $200 a month.”
“My boss is driving me crazy!”
“It's getting harder S’ harder to make ends meet'

"I would love to work from home!"

ARBON N E PURE SWISS SKIN CARE
I NTER NATI O NAL FORMULATED IM SWITZERLAND * MADE IN THE US*

COLO* | NUTRITION | AROMATHERAPY
Independent Consultant

mophlllips.myarbonne.corn

| o |

It's European!

964 Airport Road « 880 9920
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Emergency Landing
of Squadron 17

by Walter Terry

In the fading evening light of March 15, 1938,
my mother, father and | were listening to our
living room radio when the program was inter-
rupted by a totally unexpected and dramatic mes-
sage - and an urgent appeal.

Eighteen Seversky P-35 Army pursuit planes,
forerunners of the famous World War Il P-47, un-
der the command of Capt. D.T. Allison, were
enroute to Tampa, Florida, with a planned refuel-
ing stop at Maxwell Air Force Base in Montgomery,
Alabama. The planes formed the 17th Pursuit
Squadron out of Selfridge Field, Michigan, and were
to join maneuvers in Tampa.

Caught in stormy weather near Birmingham
and bucking strong headwinds, the planes be-
came low on fuel. Unable to make contact with
the Birmingham airport, Capt. Allison decided
to backtrack to Huntsville, Alabama, and try
for a landing there, where the weather was re-
ported to be less severe. The landing facilities
there however, were somewhat of a question
mark.

Dark was setting in when, approaching
Huntsville, the pilots spotted a huge lighted sign
reading, “HOTEL RUSSEL ERSKINE." The
twelve-story structure was the city's tallest.

But Huntsville, a cotton mill town with a popu-
lation of only eleven thousand, had little to offer
for landing - an unlighted grassy field with a shed,
a tattered wind sock; certainly no
control tower.

In the gathering darkness
amid rolling sky the planes be-
gan circling the area, following
a prescribed, military proce-
dure, Two state troopers, who
had been observing the presence
and behavior of the military
planes, recognized their problem
and rushed to notify a local ra-
dio station. The station, imme-
diately interrupting its regular

“l want a man who is kind
and understanding. Is that
too much to ask of a
millionaire?”

program, issued an emergency appeal for towns-
people to get in their cars and drive without delay
to the airport.

Our family was among the first to arrive. All
of the drivers were directed by the police to en-
circle the field and train their headlights on it.

As a teenager already enamored with every el-
ement of flying, | could hardly control my excite-
ment as the first P-35, spitting blue fire from its
cowl exhaust manifold, came swooping out of the
darkened sky into the pool of car lights, touched
down its unfolded wheels, bounced skyward

MAIN OFFICE
2401 Triana Boulevard
Huntsville, Alabama 35805

BRANCH OFFICE
200 West Side Square, Suite 48
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday, Tuesday, Ibursday, Friday

8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday
8:00 a.m. - Noon

wwitv. rocketcityfcu.org

Fath aceoualiraureJ k> J101.000

«NCUA

Come See us at Hero World Collectibles!

Just a few of the items you'll find:

T-shirts from Dixie Outfitters, Dixie Girls, All-American.
SEC Purses, Caps, Toys, Comics, Beanie Babies.

Birds, Floor Jacks and Home Supplies!

You'll find that it’'s worth the short drive!

Zsa Zsa Gabor
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Buying Gold & Silver

Scrap / Broken Jewelry
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settled back to the ground, braked, then, en-
gine roaring, taxied to the edge of the field.
“By gosh, those are fighter planes!” | yelled
to my mother and dad, hoping they would
appreciate my aeronautical wisdom.

That first plane, as it turned out, was
Capt. Allison's. He could now act as ra-
dio ground control for the others. The
remaining seventeen planes, following his
lead, peeled one at a time out of their cir-
cling formation through the gusty winds.
All landed without incident except the last.
We held our breaths as the plane, yawing
wildly, could not be straightened and the
pilot was forced to make another circuit.
In the second attempt he was able to bring
his plane in for a bumpy but successful
landing. We all breathed a great sigh of
relief. Then, as one, we exploded into a
resounding cheer. Mine, I'm sure, rose
well above all the rest. If | had not been
sure before that night | would someday be
a pilot, | was sure beyond any doubt after
virtually living those landings.

In the crowd-surge following the landings,
I managed to shake most ofthe pilots' hands,
including Capt. Allison's. | was to keep the
hand that had shaken those of the gods un-
washed for days.

The pilots arranged their planes in
smart military alignment along the field

AVERBUCH

Realty Co., Inc.

7500 Memorial Parkway South #122

Steve Cappae rt Huntsville. Alabama 35802-2297
Business 256/883-6600

Broker-Associate Fax 256/883-6650
651-7517 Mobile stevecappaert @ knology.net
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and secured protective covers
around the engines.

City police and others volun-
teered to stand guard overnight. |
would have, too. except for my
parents reminding me of school
the next morning.

Capt. Allison lavished praise
on his "boys" for their courage and
flying skills. He told our mayor,
"Thank God for Huntsville. | don't
know how we could have survived
without you people." | heard one
of the pilots say, "I'm just thank-
ful we all came down right-side-
up.”

The pilots were given
a hero's escort to the
Russel Erskine Hotel
whose bright beacon
had called to them in the
darkness. The hotel's
staff offered them liba-
tion in the locally famous
“Blue Room.”

A friend since high

school, Jimmie Taylor,
who served as bellhop in
the hotel at the time, told
me one of the pilots, an
"obvious Yankee," told
one of the patrons in the
Blue Room he'd been
worried they might have
had to land in one of
those stubbly "grits
fields." It was not clear,
Jimmie said, whether
the pilot was a bit in his
cups or the victim of a
Southern wag, perhaps
a fellow pilot who had
told him on some fall
overflight ofthe area that
that was what those roll-
ing white fields were.

After the Blue Room,
the pilots were fed a
sumptuous meal in the
banquet hall and given
the best hotel rooms for

“I'd kill for a Nobel
Peace Prize.”

Steven Wright
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the night. Jimmie told me that
grits were not served to them at
dinner.

An order had been sent to
Birmingham for aviation gaso-
line to be delivered by tanker
truck by early the next morn-
ing. By two p.m. the refueling
had been completed and the
squadron had taken off for the
remainder of their trip.

In days to follow | was not
only to relive those daring P-35
landings, but my first flight at
age ten out of that same grassy
field. It was an “autogyro," a
queer mongrelized forerunner
of the helicopter. My grandfa-
ther, a “City Father,” had been
given a courtesy ticket for a ride.
An ardent non-flyer, he had hap-
pily passed the ticket along to
his grandson. Not so glamor-
ous was the tin-lizzie, wind-mill-

Magellan

ing autogyro as the sleek P-35s
but still fascinating to this aspir-
ingbirdman in his first departure
from Mother Earth,

There’s no doubt the P-35
landings had been a dramatic
event for our normally quiet
little town. We heard that some
of our citizens, without benefit of
radio, had taken the noise of the
circling planes to be an approach-
ing “cyclone” and had rushed to
their cellars.

But a good number of the
town's citizens had witnessed, in-
deed been avital part of, the most

“Those who hammer their
guns into plows will plow
for those who do not.”

Thomas Jefferson
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exciting event, some said, since
1863 when Confederate General
Nathan Bedford Forrest and his
calvary had run offa Yankee gen-
eral and his staff.

NO MORE
DENTURE ADHESIVES

We can stabilize in many cases your
loose fitting Lower denture using mini
implants. Sometimes this Procedure
can be accomplished in minimum
amount of time, like one office visit.

$750 per implant
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Riverton Basketball Team - Circa 1940

MILLER & MILLER

Helping to build Huntsville
for over 50 Years

General Contractors
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Pleasure Palaces to Close Notes from 1900

from 1913 Huntsville newspaper

- Wanted: An elderly woman
with no children and good dis-

The so called segregated or red light district of Huntsville position to take charge of house
will go out of existence tonight at midnight and by tomorrow, about 4 miles north ofArab.
practically all of the occupants of “the houses of our midst” - Charles Brickie has
will have departed from the city or changed their mode of opened a restaurant and lunch

making a living.

counter on Washington Street. He

When the question of abolishing the district was brought states that no food more than
before the City Commission in November by a committee rep- three days old will be served.
resenting the Men and Religion Forward Movement, propri-

etors of the houses agreed to-close up quietly and
get out provided they were not molested by the
first of January. The commissioners entered into
this agreement and the action of the police will
not be necessary. The women declared their in-
tention of keeping their promise to move away.

Several of the inmates of the houses have al-
ready left the city, but a majority are still here
however. A few will go to the homes from which
they have long been absent but most of them will
make their way to other cities and continue their
life.

Other cities have driven the red light districts
out before this and the outcome of the experi-
ment in those cities as well as here will be watched
with a great deal of Interest.

The Perfect Christmas Gift!
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Book ofRecipes
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Delivering fresh Terry's Pizza!
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A Good
Investment

by Cecil Ashburn

Bob and Lee were brothers
whom | hired in 1946 at
Ashburn and Gray Construc-
tion. Bob was an especially
good worker who never failed
to put his heart into any job I
assigned him.

One day we needed to load a
dump truck with sand. As | was
telling them what to do, |
bragged on what good workers
they were and suggested they
could load the truck in one hour.
When | came back in about an
hour the truck was loaded and

“Here’s a home remedy -
go home. Hey, it'll make
me feel better.”

Maxine

they were leaning on their shov-
els, tired but proud of having
finished the task - an example
of the "power of the boss' sug-
gestion.” Also, dump trucks
were much smaller in those
days.

One day Bob asked me to
loan him a hundred dollars,
which | did. Remember, that
unlike the dump truck, a hun-
dred dollars was bigger in those
days. He had a little farm down

on Weatherly Road and | probably
assumed the loan had something
to do with it.

It wasn't long until Bob paid
me back the hundred dollars.

As the years passed and
business began to get better, |
would buy a new car every year
or so. | noticed that whenever |
bought one, so would Bob -
maybe not a new one but still a
nice car.

I purchased a Pontiac, Bob


http://www.sabrehawkinternational.com

got one. | got a Buick and Bob got
one. Finally | purchased a
Cadillac, and yes, Bob got one
too.

Bob was still a laborer and
once while talking with him, |
asked, "Bob, | know how much
you make. How is it that you
can afford those big cars?"

Bob kind ofgrinned when he
answered.

"Captain, you remember that
hundred dollars you loaned
me?"

'Yes," | replied, "and you paid
me back."

"Well," Bob said, "l took that
hundred dollars and bought a
hundred dollars worth of pints
and half pints of liquor and sold
them out of my smokehouse. |
about doubled my money every
night."

Bob died a few years ago and
made his final journey to the
cemetery in a gleaming black
Cadillac. His family also rode
in a nice one.

Rest in peace, Bob.

FOT A ML

Message On
a Tombstone

“In a negro cabin at Parkers
Crossroads, from a wound re-
ceived at that place December
31, 1862. He was most brutally
treated by Yankees and Shame-
fully neglected by his own South-
ern doctors.

Before he had reached his
18th birthday he sealed with his
own blood the devotion to a lost
cause. To the youthful brave, a
soldier’s grave, a soldier’s
honored grave.”

The stone is now on the
“Rudder Lot,” Cedar Hill Cem-
etery, Scottsboro, Alabama.

“You know you’re getting
older when you ask your
husband how you look and
he tells you the

truth!”

Linda Drake

Professional Turf Care Company  Weed Co

256-704-5687

www.PerfectTurf.net Tr«*c
RO. Box 4994 Huntsville, AL 35815 GrabCo

“Because You Deserve It” -- v~

President, Jerry O. Smith
State Certified Applicator

Ask about our 52 week
jire ant guarantee

Life Insurance-Annuities

Long Term Care Insurance

Up to $200,000 Life Insurance

Without a Medical Exam
Ages 0-85

J. TILLMAN WILLIAMS, CLU

2311 - C Market Place
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Phone
(256) 519-6955

Old Huntsville Page 31

(Maratho”

Free Estimates
Licensed St Insured

References

We Specialize in Historic Homes

JohnM. Bzdell

326-8053


http://www.PerfectTurf.net

Old Huntsville Page 32

An Eternal
Love

Lucille Ensley leaned tiredly
on her hoe in the cotton field and
watched the mailman come to a
stop in front of the mailbox.
Lucille and her husband, Ken-
neth, rarely received any mall so
whenever the mailman stopped it
was a cause ofgreat anticipation.

In this case, as Lucille looked
at the official looking envelope,
she felt a sense ofgloom descend
upon her. Although Kenneth and
she had talked about it almost
every day, it had done nothing to
lessen the impact of actually re-
ceiving the news.

Though a war was raging in
Europe and almost every able
bodied male in the community of
New Hope had received his draft
notice, Lucille had still hoped that
her husband would not be called.

Silently, she placed the enve-
lope in her apron and
walked back to their
home. It was a typical
share-cropper's house;
two rooms, heated by a
wood burning stove and
an outhouse in the back.
Regardless of their sur-
roundings, Lucille and
Kenneth still considered
themselves lucky.

1943 was promising
to be a bumper year for
cotton and even after giv-
ing the landowner his
share and paying the

bills, hopefully, there would be
enough left over for the down pay-
ment on their own land. Lucille
stoked the fire in the stove as she
thought about what to fix for din-
ner. Kenneth would still be in the
fields for another couple ofhours
and she wanted to prepare some-
thing special for him.

When they married she had
thought her husband was the

kindest and best man in the
world. Now, ayear later, she was
even more in love with him. Sev-
eral times she had wondered what
life would be like if he were gone,
but the thought was so devastat-
ing that she immediately put it out
ofher mind. Life without her hus-
band would be unbearable, so she
refused to think about it.

That evening, after they had

“ N
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completed dinner, and she was clearing the
table, Lucille took the envelope out other apron
and placed it on the table in front of him. The
look on Kenneth's face after he hastily read the
notice confirmed her darkest fears.

He was being called up and had to report
for induction in ten days.

That night, lying in her husband's strong
arms, would be the most memorable of their
brief marriage. They spoke of their dreams
and of their love, and of how soon the war
would be over. Two young people, madly in
love, dreaming of the future but with a fear
of the unknown lurking in the back of their
minds.

Kenneth had always been a hard worker
but the next ten days saw him working harder
than ever. Up hours before daylight, he would
already be in the fields when the first glim-
mer of a new day began to peek across the
hills. And every evening, after working in the
fields all day, would find him chopping wood
for the upcoming winter by the light of a kero-
sene lantern.

Often, late at night, Lucille would carry a
fruit jar of tea out to the woodpile where he
was working and implore him to quit for the
day.

Laughing, Kenneth would take her in his
arms and tell her that he wanted to be sure
that his wife would be warm that winter.

On the morning Kenneth was scheduled
to appear for induction, they got up even ear-
lier than usual. After breakfast they began
the trek to town. Not owning an automobile
and declining to ask neighbors for a ride,
they chose instead to walk.

They had already talked about his depar-
ture and both had agreed it would be easier
if she did not accompany him all the way. T\vo
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blocks from the bus station, they paused and after set-
ting his bag down, Kenneth tookhis wife in his arms
one last time to tell her how much he loved her. Then
abruptly, while chokingback tears, he grabbed his bag
and was gone.

During the longwalk back home Lucille's mind was
a frenzy of plans and ideas. She would finish the cotton

For FAshioNs FiraishiNg Touch...

The little things really do count.
Earrings, a belt, bag, hat or pin are the
little things that complete the big
picture of fashions.

WafikionA' W™uAtom/

740 PviUydwnue
539-3876

WHAT YOU NEED IN
A REAL ESTATE AGENT!

256-880-3370

Mike Crawford, Broker  Leon Crawford, Trainer Leon Crawford Realty
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could so they could buy their own
farm when he came home. She
would write every day and send
pictures and clippings from the
newspaper. Everything would be
all right. She just knew it.

After returning home, Lucille
spent the day working in the
fields hoeing cotton. As she
thought about the cruel war that
had separated her from her hus-
band, she attacked her work
with avengeance. The young cot-
ton plants became Nazis and her
hoe became the instrument of
their destruction.

Unfortunately, the hard work
was only a temporary relief.
When she returned to the house
late that evening she was in-
stantly surrounded by silence.
The kind of silence that only one
who lives alone can understand.

And Lucille did what mil-
lions of other wives did that
summer of 1943, she sat down
on the edge of the bed and cried.

Although she worked from
daylight to dark, seven days a
week, it was impossible for her
to keep up with the growing cot-
ton by herself. Where there had
once been neat orderly rows,
more weeds began appearing

Madison
Manor

weekly. The harder she tried, the
farther behind she got. It quickly
became apparent that she would
be unable to finish the crop.

Late one evening, as Lucille
trudged tiredly home, she saw the
landlord sitting on the porch wait-
ing for her. Apologetic and with
hat in hand, he told her that he
was going to have to take over the
crop. He had too much money in-
vested he said, to take a chance
on losingit,

"Of course,"” he said, "if you
can get someone to help you,
maybe we can do something. If
not, | can pay you a little for
your trouble."”

Lucille knew there was no
hope in hiring any farm help.
Even Redstone Arsenal, where
they were paying top wages,
could not find all the hands it
needed.
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Reluctantly, she began to
make arrangements to move.
During the war, with gas ration-
ing and overcrowded conditions,
even a simple task like moving
became a major chore. Finally
after days of trying, she found a
neighbor who was willing to move
her to town with his horse and
wagon in exchange for some farm
implements she no longer needed.

Lucille went to work at the cot-
ton mill and after several months
of living with a relative, was for-
tunate enough to be assigned a
house in the mill village. The pre-
vious occupant had been fired for
allowing Arsenal workers to
board with him, a practice the
mills discouraged for fear of los-
ing workers to the higher paying
jobs on the arsenal.

Lucille's life soon settled into
aregular routine. Up at 5 o'clock

Yes! We Cater!!!

every morning, work all day, and
back home by 6 that evening. Run
to the mailbox to look for a letter
from Kenneth, and then write an-
other letter describing her day.
Although a slow reader, she
forced herself to read the news-
paper every day to keep track of
the war news. On her kitchen wall
she had taped a map of Europe
and every week or so she would
laboriously trace the advances of
the Allied army. Every foot the Al-
lies advanced meant the sooner
Kenneth would be coming home.
Finally after almost two years,
Lucille received the letter she had

“Charles Darwin was a
naturalist who wrote the
Organ of the Spices.”

On 4th grade history exam

On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart
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been waiting for. The war had
been over for months and the
army was beginning to discharge
its soldiers. Kenneth wrote to say
that he would be arriving home
by bus in a couple of weeks and
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he missed her terribly.

A friend later said that she had never
seen Lucille look so happy and radiant as
she did when she received the letter from
her husband.

N\vo days before his scheduled arrival,
Kenneth called a friend to say he was in
Fort Benning, Georgia, being discharged
and would be home in a few days. "Tell
Lucille," he said as he hungup, "that | love
her."

On the appointed day Lucille was at
the bus station. Busload after busload
of soldiers arrived to be welcomed home
by their families, but Kenneth was not
among them. Late that night after being
assured that no more buses were sched-
uled to arrive that evening, Lucille fi-
nally went home, only to return at dawn
the next morning.

Again, buses arrived and buses left
all day long but Kenneth was not on
any of them. The same routine was fol-
lowed for almost a week until she was
threatened with losing her job if she did
not return to work.

Kenneth and Lucille had been given
a lamp by a relative when they first
married and now she placed it in the
window so he would be able to find the
house if he arrived home at night. Ev-
ery night she would rush home after
work to wash, do her hair and change
clothes and then spend the evening sitting

on the edge of a chair next to the lamp, waiting patiently for
her husband who never showed up.

Her neighbors began to grow concerned and finally talked
her into writing the War Department. Several months passed
until she received a reply. Kenneth had been discharged at
Fort Benning and received a travel voucher to Huntsville. The
departmentwas sorry but it had no further information.

Neighbors began to speculate as to the fate of Lucille's
husband. "Surely,” they reasoned, "something must have hap-
pened to him. And it's not normal for awoman to keep wait-
ing for so long and act like nothing is wrong."

Finally a delegation of neighbors approached her. "Lucille,”
they said, "we've known you for a long time and we just want
to help. It's time you realized that maybe your husband is not
coming home."

For what seemed like an eternity, Lucille stared silently at
them, as if she was looking through them. When she finally
spoke it was with a deliberate calmness. "My husband said
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he would come home and | be-
lieve him. Now ifyou will excuse
me...”

Weeks turned into months,
and months into years and every
night the lamp was turned on, a
silent beacon to a long ago
memory.

Periodically, over the years,
friends or neighbors would take
an interest in the fate of Lucille's
husband and try to discover
what had happened to him. Let-
ters were written to various or-
ganizations and inquiries were
made of police departments and
hospitals. The answer was al-
ways the same. "I'm sorry, but we
have no information."

Whenever someone would
relay the latest inquiry to
Lucille, she would scornfully
reply that they were wasting their
time with such foolishness.

"My husband,"” she would al-
ways reply, "is on his way home."

In 1956, some of the mill
homes were torn down and
Lucille moved to a small cot-
tage at the foot of Chapman

Mountain. Immediately, before
her belongings were even un-
packed, the lamp was once again
placed in front of the living room
window where it continued its
lonely vigil.

When she lived in the mill
village most people had been fa-
miliar with her story and had
been sympathetic. Many of the
residents, probably having seen
enough suffering of their own,
went out of their way to be nice
to her, always asking if she had
any word from her husband.

"No," she would reply. "He's
on his way home and probably
hasn't had time to call."

Now living in a new location,
she soon became known as "the
crazy woman." The neighbors
knew nothing about her except
that she lived in a fantasy world,
turning the light on every night for
the memories of a love she could
not let go.

She rarely ventured out of her
house, and when she did, she was
often greeted by taunts from the
neighborhood children. At Hallow-

“[Everyone] goes out of their way to see to mom’s personal needs”

een her yard would be rolled with
toilet paper and rotten eggs would
be thrown at her front door. Ev-
ery few years some neighborhood
woman would visit for a few min-
utes, more to satisfy her curiosity
than anything else.

Ignoring her neighbors, Lucille
continued to live in her dream
world, turning the lamp on every
night and waiting for a knock that
never came.

More time passed and the
friends who had sympathized
with her began to die off. Every
year there were fewer people who
knew the story behind the lamp
in the window. By this time,
Lucille had become a virtual
recluse and though she was able
to take care of herself, her family
still decided itwas a good idea for
someone to check on her every

“The most dangerous position
in which to sleep is with your
feet on your office desk.”

Bill Drake, Huntsville

| am confident of her care”

“My mother’s needs are met fully, and the relationship she and | have
established with the Hearthstone family has exceeded my expectations”



day.

In 1992, almost a half cen-
tury after Kenneth had left for the
service, Lucille's nephew stopped
by one evening to see how she was
doing. After knocking several
times and not getting an answer,
he used his key to enter the house.

After first searching the rest
ofthe house, he discovered Lucille
crouched in a corner of the bed-
room, with a sheet wrapped
around her, sobbing. Looking up
and seeing her nephew, she be-
gan to cry again.

"He's not coming home, is he?
Kenneth's not coming home."

Itwas all her nephew could do
to not cry himself. Sitting on the
floor he wrapped his arms
around his aunt and tenderly
assured her that everything was
all right.

"Don't worry Aunt Lucy, he's
on his way home. He'll be home
any time now."

Renaissance
THEATRE

Carefully he tucked the frail
old woman into her bed. As she
drifted offto sleep, agentle smile
played on her lips, the smile ofa
woman who still believed that love
was everlasting.

Sometime that night, in the
wee hours ofthe morning, Lucille
died. Her body was found on the
living room sofa, fully dressed and
with her hair done up neatly. It
was apparent from the calm and
serene look on her face that she
was finally reunited with the love
she had waited so many years for.

As the hearse pulled out of the
driveway, Lucille's nephew Kenny,
went back into the house and
picked up the lamp. That night
he placed it on a table in front of
his living room window and
turned it on.

A silent and heartbreaking
symbol ofan eternal love.

The mystery of what hap-
pened to Kenneth has never been

at Lincoln Center

Coming in December:

“Another Christmas Carol”
A production of the classic that you have never seen!
Dec. 4 & 5@7pm, Dec. 6@2:30pm, Dec.10,11,12 @7pm,
Dec.13@2:30pm  $12 all seats

“Sanders Family Christmas”
Performance at the Burritt Museum. Opens Dec. 16,17,
18,19 @7:30pm; Dec. 19 & 20 with 2 shows, 2:30pm and 7:30pm

$20 tickets

1216 Meridian St. - Call 536-3117for
general information and to reserve your tickets.

Location - 1216 Meridian Street

Check upcoming events at www.renaissancetheatre.net
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solved. Though itwas later estab-
lished that he definitely boarded
the bus in Columbus, Ga., for the
trip to Huntsville, he was never
seen or heard from again.

This story was originally run
in Old Huntsville in 1992 under
the name "A Lamp In The
Window. "Due to numerous re-
quests, we are reprinting an
updated version of what we
think is one ofHuntsville's great-
est love stories.

“You cannot legislate the
poor into prosperity by
legislating the wealthy

out of prosperity.”

Anon.

At Derrick Design and Remodeling, we work with you

to develop solutions that incorporate your ideas and desires

and stay within your budget. We are commited to providing you
with a pleasant remodeling experience.

DERRICK

DESIGN AND
REMODELING

Visit our web site ¢ www.derrickdesign.net

162 Export Circle « Huntsville, AL 35806
256-852-8188 ¢+ Fax 256-852-8077
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Po Folks
Christmas

By Malcolm Miller

Several years ago singer,
song writer Bill Anderson wrote
a very popular country song
titled "PO FOLKS'; then a few
years later he came out with a
different version titled "PO
FOLKS CHRISTMAS."

"PO FOLKS CHRISTMAS” is
a song | can definitely relate to
when | was growing up as the
seventh son of a share cropper.

There is one line in the song
that says "When the howling
winds would get mighty rough
and we didn't have food enough
we'd stop up the cracks and set
the table with love."

| can't really say we didn't have
food enough because we always
had something to eat but it surely
wasn't anything fancy and | do
remember stopping the cracks
in the walls and doors with rags
or papers or whatever we could
find to keep those howling win-
ter winds out.

Christmas was really the
only time of year that we had
anything special and the things
that were special to us back then
are things we all have every day
now and never give it a second
thought. Christmas time was the
only time all year that we had
apples, oranges and raisins. It
was the only time | remember
Mama would bake a cake and
make those wonderful tea cakes.

“Whoever said that the
pen is mightier than
the sword obviously

never encountered

Automatic Weapons.”

General MacArthur

One of the older boys would
go out in the pasture and cut a
small cedar tree and we would
decorate it by stringing pop corn
on strings, cutting out paper
circles, coloring them with cray-
ons and gluing the circles into
chains using paste made out of

Dal
Mil

flour and water for glue.

When Christmas Eve came
we would all put our caps un-
der the tree with our names in
them so Santa Clause wouldn't
get them mixed up. | don't re-
call ever getting any of the won-
derful things that | had been

las

16

Del,

Call us to reserve the
after 4pm - we will

Deli for your special event
cater for you or you can

provide your own refreshments.

Open 5:30 AM til 2:30 PM

489

-3354

BREAKFAST - LUNCH - SANDWICHES
CHILI DOGS - BURGERS - DESSERTS
SOUP OF THE DAY

CORNER PRATTAVE. AND WASHINGTON ST.

Specializing in sealing & strip-
ing. We do parking lots, handi-

cap parking and driveways.

Call for free estimates

Cell 656-9357

Office 881-8337 W1



seeingin the Sears Roebuck cata-
logue but the anticipation was al-
ways there and when | ended up
getting a ball, a knife, or maybe a
ten cent harmonica | was happy
and always thought that Santa
must have run out ofthe BB guns,
bicycles, and other things | had
dreamed about getting.

Now that I've grown older and
raised a family of my own | think
back how difficult it must have
been for my Papa and Mama to
hear us boys begging for all the
wonderful things that they didn't
have the money to provide for us.

However, thinking back, they
provided the most important
thing of all and that is love. Not
only did | have parents who sac-
rificed for all ofus boys, | had six
older brothers who were my role
models and idols.

My parents have been gone
now for many years and all my
brothers are gone also, so Christ-
mas is a time for reflection back
into the past and all the hard but

happy times my family spent to-
gether throughout my childhood.

Memories are a wonderful
thing and they get sweeter as the
years go by.

Since I've reached the sun-
set of my life, when | leave this
world | just hope that someone
will have fond memories of me,
not only Christmas memories but
life memories as well.
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Fast Fudge Sauce

In the top of a double-
boiler heat 1 can
condensed milk, 3
tablespoons water and
3 squares bitter chocolate.
Keep ajar in the fridge
and serve over vanilla or
coffee ice cream in an
emergency. Or even if it's
not an emergency..

Licensed - Insured - References

Repairs
Pavers
Curbs
Walk ways
Blocks
Stone
Stucco

“No Job Too Small”

Michael Sylvester
(256) 694-2469

12000 Tummeyer Drive, Huntsville, AL

One spacious villa—for less than the cost ofan apartment.
Redstone Village value—for a limited time only.

Maybe you love to garden—or you have a pet (or two).
Or, maybe you need some extra space for family visits.
You're used to having your own garage—or, you have big plans

for that bonus room upstairs.

* Your Entrance Fee is still 90% Refundable.

* You still receive Redstone’s premiere lifecare benefit.

» Country Club membership is included in your Entrance Fee.
* You receive ALL of the services and amenities included

in Redstone Village’s comprehensive lifestyle package.*

>A

These value villas won’'t wait. Call today to schedule

a tour—and join us for lunch!

(256) 881-6717

*In other words, we're not reducing servicesjust to lotver the price.

We're simply offering a better value.

www.redstonevillage.org


http://www.redstonevillage.org
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Tips from Liz

* Judy Smith sent us a good
tip for a super glass cleaner:
Mix 2 cups water with 1/4 cup
vinegar and 1/2 teaspoon of lig-
uid detergent - works great!

* Use bread crumbs instead
of cracker crumbs to cover any-
thing that has been dipped in egg.
Cracker crumbs do not brown as
well.

* A small sock filled with cof-
fee beans under your car seatwill
make your car smell really fresh.

* Use the peels of those little
Clementines to toss into a pot
of water along with ground cin-
namon & cloves - the smells in
your Kkitchen will get raves from
everyone!

* Oil of almonds softens
the skin and is essential for
your complexion.

* Forwrinkles, bathe the skin
where they appear with a mixture
of alum and water. This will
tighten the skin.

* To soften hands, keep adish
of oatmeal near the washstand
and rub freely on hands after
washing. This will cleanse and
soften the skin.

* A 93-year old lady we know
who has the most beautiful skin
washes her face each evening,
then adds a light coat of olive oil.

* The best way to clean your
broom is to soak it in a bucket
filled with hot water, a little am-
monia, and soap suds. Rinse well
and let it dry, upended on the

broomstick before storing it away.
* Club soda is very good for
cleaning & shining appliances &
countertops.
* For the best holiday scent,
buy some Wintergreen oil and
soak cotton balls in it, place them

in open containers around your
home.

* For fridge odors, soak a
cotton ball in pure vanilla ex-
tract and place in bowl in re-
frigerator. Your refrigerator will
smell so sweet.

kk & cCoO.

Pet Grooming & Boarding

The Holidays are here! Let us help you Pamper your Pet.

Ribbons & Bows, Bandanas & Holiday Scents.

Many fun activities planned for boarders over the Holidays!

407 Pratt Avenue Hours: 7:00am - 5:00pm Monday thru Friday

Huntsville

8:00am - 4:00pm Sat. Closed Sun.

(256) 539-5165



Local News
from 1911

- For Sale - One Everett piano,
bed stands, chairs, gas stove, air
tight heater, one double set ofhar-
ness, one saddle, one refrigerator,
kitchensafe and few other house-
hold articles; also one lot cedar
posts and kindling. Can be seen
at my home on west Clinton street
for the next few days. - Mrs. C. F.
Suggs

- Walker & Sitz, Washington
Street - For soft drinks and
lunches; also the place “across
the corner.” Both for Gentlemen
only.

- Take your clothes to the
Electric Pressing Parlor - old
ones made good as new.
Jefferson street - telephone 66

- Mr. and Mrs. W. W.
Newman left yesterday on a busi-
ness and pleasure trip to their
silver mines in Canada.

- Miss Willie Harris is
reported to be quite ill at her
home on Adams avenue.

- . E. R. B. Martin and J. K.
Mahan, millionaire natural oil
operators of Pittsburgh, PA and
who have options on more them
20,000 acres of oil lands in
Madison County, left this after-
noon for their home after spend-
ing a few days here in the inter-
est of their probable local op-
erations. The tip was secured
by a prominent business man
and friend of the gentlemen
present, that within a very short
time they expect to simulta-

neously start the drilling of 5 to
10 wells near Huntsville. The
gentlemen made a visit to the
Hazel Green and West Hunts-
ville wells of the New York-Ala-
bama Oil Co., and were pleased
with the prospects.

- Serious Street Car Acci-
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dent today - About 9 this morn-
ing Street Car No. 5, east bound
with Dick Hatcher, motorman,
collided with a two-horse wagon
belonging to Hon. D. I. White
and injured the two negro men
drivers, Jack Parham, slightly
and Jim Fields, seriously.

Cunningham’s Bargain
Furniture

Shabby Chic
Lamps

Patio Furniture
Stone Garden decor

Living room pieces
Desks

Dressers & small tables
Wicker and Rattan

Furniture for every room of the home at
Bargain Basement Prices!

(256) 536-3071

707 Andrew Jackson Way, just north of Mullins Restaurant

Mon-Fri 10-5

Sat 10-4
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News From the Year 1951

MacArthur Fired

President Truman has
stripped General Douglas
MacArthur of all his commands
in the Far East, saying that he
was acting with “deep regret” but
had finally concluded that the
general “is unable to give his
wholehearted support” to the
policies of the U.S. government
and the United Nations.

The president immediately
named Lt. General Matthew B.
Ridgeway to head the Far East
commands, effective immedi-
ately. General Ridgway has been
commander of the Eighth Army
in Korea and will be replaced
in that post by Lt. General
James Van Fleet.

The dramatic military
reshuffling, while a surprise,
had been building up to a cli-
max for some time. Just last
Thursday a message was made
public in which General
MacArthur publicly challenged
the president’s foreign policy.
The general urged that the United
States concentrate on Asia in-
stead of Europe and use Gener-
alissimo Chiang Kai-shek’s For-

BILL POOLE REALTY

Commercial llrolurafje

mosa-based troops to open a sec-
ond front on the mainland of
China.

General MacArthur has been
a man of many titles during the
war in Korea. With his recall,
he loses them all: Supreme
Commander, U.N. Forces in
Korea; Supreme Commander
for Allied Powers, Japan; Com-
mander-in-Chief, Far East; and
Commanding General, U.S.
Army, Far East.

In relieving the general of his
commands, the president said
“It is fundamental that military
commanders must be governed
by policies and directives issued
to them in the manner provided
by our laws.”

MacArthur has made no
public comment so far but his
supporters are pressing for con-
gressional hearings.

Gossip is the art of
saying nothing in a way
that leaves practically
nothing unsaid.

Eisenhower
May Be
Democrat

Harry Truman, President of
the United States and head of
the Democratic Party, has of-
fered to sponsor the man who
led Allied forces in Europe dur-
ing the war as president of the
United States.

General Eisenhower, towhom
the offer was made, was flattered
but has not made any public com-
ment about Truman'’s offer, which
is a virtual guarantee of nomina-
tion by the Democrats.

REGAL

ENTERTAINMENT
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Bill Poole
too Church Street, Suite 525 Office 256-5330990
Big Spring Summit Cell 256-65 I-1349
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 Fax 256-534-1234

EMAIL bill™biltpoolerealfy com

Hollywood 18 Theater

3312 S. Memorial Pkwy. Huntsville, Al.



American
Income up
to $1,436

Americans averaged an in-
come of $1,436 for each man,
woman and child in 1950, the
Commerce Department reports.
Total individual income pay-
ments were divided by the total
population, which means that
averages were pulled up by the
large incomes of the very rich.
The figure represents a gain of
$116, or nine percent, over
1949 and represents the high-
est dollar total in history, though
a rise in the tax burden cut
down the net gain.

Federal, state and local taxes
averaged $360 during the year
ending June 30, 1950. Average
incomes ranged from $698 in
Mississippi to $1,986 in the
District of Columbia.

Also reported was the fact
that one out of four households
owned their own homes and half

The mockingbird can
change its tune 87 times
in 7 months. Politicians

regard this interesting

fact with envy.

of the remaining said they ex-
pected to buy a home within the
next five years.

Ifthe present trend continues,
Americawill become the wealthi-
est nation in history ofthis world.

No Bikinis
at Wimbledon

A year ago, tennis player
Gussie Moran shocked
Wimbledon officials by sporting
lace underwear beneath her
sporting outfit. The ensemble,
designed by Britain’s Teddy Tin-
gling, was in evidence each time
she swung her racket. Today,
Wimbledon Chairman Sir Louis
Greig said he wants to see no
more “bikini bathing dresses.”

A proposal has been offered
to allow officials to inspect un-
derwear before each match but
so far nothing has been decided.

Sugar Ray Brings
Title Home

Sugar Ray Robinson
knocked out Randy Turpin of
England in the tenth round to-
day and brought the world
middleweight title back to the
United States.

35 YEARS EXPERIENCE | HOME OWNED & OPERATED

inc.
ALABAMA & TENNESSEE:

%

(256) 830-4942 or 1-800-877-3502

All Work Guranteed,

Insured & Bonded

Member of Beller
Business Bureau
North.AL
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“Why isn’t the number 11
prounounced onety-one?”

Maxine

DHLI

INCORPORAID

MADE TO ORDER
WINDOWS AND DOORS

Penn Dilworth - Chris Craig

Your Professional Construction
Specialists

256-539-7704

2802 Memorial Parkway S.W.
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
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Frustrated
warriors

by Charles Rice

On February 15, 1898 the
battleship Maine blew up in Ha-
vana Harbor, Cuba, with a loss
of 266 American lives. Rightly
or wrongly - mostly likely
wrongly - the Spanish govern-
ment was held responsible for
the disaster. Public opinion,
flamed by fabulous and often
fictitious newspaper accounts of
alleged Spanish atrocities, de-
manded the United States de-
clare war. A reluctant President
William McKinley was virtually
dragged into the conflict by hot-
heads in Congress.

The wave of patriotism that
swiftly swept across the nation
was unmatched since the start
of the Civil War, and men both
young and not so young eagerly
rushed forward to volunteer. At-

tempting to salvage something
from the situation, President
McKinley called Alabamian Jo-
seph Wheeler to the White
House and asked him to lead
the invasion of Cuba. Wheeler,

a 62 year old former Confeder-
ate general, protested that he was
too old for active duty. However,
McKinley argued that he needed
the Confederate hero as a sym-
bol that North and South were
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Greg Slinkard
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Huntsville, Al 35806

Office (256) 859-4020
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Custom Cabinets &
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www.lindasprinting.com
linprint@lindasprinting.com

PHONE
(256) 534-4452
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now united. Little Joe finally ac-
cepted and put on his uniform
once more - only this time in aless
familiar shade ofblue.

Alabama would recruit two
white infantry regiments and one
black infantry battalion for the
Spanish-American War. To their
disappointment, however, not one
of the Alabama patriots, black or
white, would ever fire a shot at the
enemy. In fact, the closest the Ala-
bama soldiers succeeded in getting
to the fighting in Cuba were the
debarkation camps of lower
Florida.

There was understandable
dissatisfaction with this, since de-
spite President McKinley’'s good
intentions it would be mostly
northern troops who would fight
under General Wheeler, while
Wheeler's own Alabamians were
left behind. “It might have been an
accident that the six regiments se-
lected to suffer at Miami came
from Southern states,” wrote Ser-
geant Moses Koenigsberg of Mo-
bile. But some ofthe Southerners
wondered. In fact, the title of
Koenigsberg’'s wartime book said
it all: Southern Martyrs.

Northeastern Alabama pro-

vided three companies for the
Alabama white regiments. A
fourth company became part of
the black battalion.

First to arrive at the Mobile
troop rendezvous was a newly
formed company from Decatur,
haphazardly thrown together at
a meeting on April 29, 1898.
The would-be soldiers elected
Osceola Kyle as their captain,
and he promptly telegraphed
Governor Joseph Johnston
that night to offer their services.
Called the “Joe Johnston
Rifles,” the company, 76 strong,
arrived by rail at Mobile on May
1 and were mustered into the
Army twelve days later. They be-
came Company E of the 1st
Alabama Infantry Regiment,
with Osceola Kyle appointed ma-
jor and W. E. Wallace replacing
him as captain.

Next to reach Mobile were

Visit Park Supply for

all your plumbing
needs

SPECIALTY
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DOOR HARDWARE
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Blinds, Shutters, Drapery,
Woven woods, Cellular, Roman
Shades & More

Your Total Window
Treatment Provider

Rand’s Blinds Inc.

Bus: (256) 650-0465
Aesthetically Pleasing

Interior Window Treatments
Visit us at:
www.randsblinds.com

In Business Since 1963

Park Supply Co.

4736 Commercial Drive. (256) 837-4036

www:parksupplycompany.com
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http://www.randsblinds.com
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the “Huntsville Rifles,” a militia
unit that had succeeded the old
“Madison Rifles” of Civil War days.
R. L. Hay was their captain, but
he soon resigned and was re-
placed by H. C. Laughlin. The
Huntsville men arrived on May 3
and were mustered in as Com-
pany E 1st Alabama Infantry.

The third white unit from
northeast Alabama was a rough-
neck assortmentwho called them-
selves the "Jackson Volunteers.”
Wrote Sergeant Koenigsberg, "At-
tired injeans and homespun, the
Jackson County volunteers ap-
peared at the Mobile rendezvous
as one ofthe most realistic volun-
teer commands that reported
there.” Circulars had been posted
across Jackson County inviting
patriotic citizens to gather at
Scottsboro for a meeting on April
30.

The company was then
formed with Charles Quintard
Beech chosen captain. The men
from “High Jackson” became
Company | of the 2nd Alabama
Infantry Regiment. The ‘Jackson
Volunteers" acquired something of
a reputation for rowdiness and
had more court-martials than any
other company in their regiment,
but this was only in keeping with
their rustic character.

The African-American com-
pany, organized jointly by Cap-
tain John Sheffey of Huntsville
and Dr. Andrew Boyd of
Scottsboro, became part of the
Third Alabama Volunteer Infan-
try (Colored). The black Alabam-
ians, too, would be denied ser-
vice overseas.

The Alabama white regi-
ments were soon sent on their
way to the camp at Miami. How-
ever, the Florida site was by no
means the pleasant resort city
of today. In fact, it was little
more than a sandy stretch of
beach front studded with palm
trees and sharp-pointed yucca
plants. The Southern regiments
were assigned camping grounds

Estate & Antique

Auction
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with little thought of sanitation.

The camp site had previously been declared un-
suitable by army inspectors, but the Army had gone
ahead and stationed the troops there anyway. Not
surprisingly, many of the men would quickly fall
prey to disease.

The carelessness ofthe green soldiers made the
situation even worse, since they simply dumped their
refuse in convenient low spots not far from the wells
where they drew their drinking water. “Had the
troops at Miami been commanded by a wise and
firm officer,” wrote Sergeant Koenigsberg, “with any
ordinary knowledge of sanitation, there would have
been no reasonable complaint.”

Within weeks ofarriving in Miami, however, the
death toll in the camp would climb to more than
twenty. Most deadly was the dreaded typhoid fever.
The Alabamians were “so far removed from the the-
ater of active operations that they were not even is-
sued ball cartridges,” noted Sergeant Koenigsberg.

The war with Spain lasted less than three
months. Nonetheless, it marked the beginning of
United States as a world power. America emerged
from the war with an empire stretching from the
Philippine Islands to Puerto Rico, and the country
would never be the same.

This was little consolation to the three men from
Jackson County and the one from Decatur who died
of disease in the camps of Florida. Probably hard-
est to bear for Alabama’s frustrated patriots was
the fact that they had not had the opportunity to
prove themselves in battle. It is hard to feel like a
hero when you didn’t even get to fire your weapon.

Nevertheless, Alabama’s Spanish-American sol-
diers earned our respect and gratitude. They had
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stepped forward to give their very lives for their coun-
try. They had suffered silently with patience, while
the eyes of America turned elsewhere.
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Lost Towns of
Mullin’s Flat
and Pond Beat

by Tom Kenny

Located a few miles outside of
Huntsville were once two thriving
communities by the names of
Mullin’s Flat and Pond Beat. To-
day, ifone tried to locate them, all
that would be found are mani-
cured fields bordered by the
fences surrounding Redstone
Arsenal.

Most of us are familiar with
the government, in time of need,
taking the land a house or a
business sits on, but few people
realize that at the beginning of
the Second War, whole communi-
ties were erased from the face of
the earth.

Pond Beat got its name from
a series of ponds; Mack Pond,
Rock Pond, Round Pond and
others that extended from Pond
Beat nearly to Triana.

The two communities were
separated by a branch of Indian
Creek. Mullin’s Flat was north
of the creek, Pond Beat to the
south. These old communities
lacked electricity, plumbing and
telephones. Some of the houses
had dirt floors and makeshift
heating.

Many of the people occupy-
ing these communities were
poor, very poor, but others were
quite affluent. In Mullin’s Flat
there were over fifty black fami-
lies and five white families. The
community was not integrated
but everyone got along very well.

“l make my practices real
hard because if a player is a
quitter, | want him to quit in

practice, not in a game.”

Bear Bryant/Univ, ofAlabama

Many of the residents were
tenant farmers, providing labor
for the land owner in exchange for
a place to live and a share of the
crop, usually a third or a fourth.

Most of the land was owned
by individuals who were the chil-
dren or grandchildren of former
slaves. They farmed the land,
owned businesses, stores, gins
and mills and ran their own
communities.

Peddlers called “rolling stores”

visited both communities once a
week, selling household goods,
foodstuffs, sweets and personal
needs. Mail was delivered by
horseback. The riders came from
Talucah in Morgan County by fer-
ryboat, delivered the mail and fer-
ried back home. Later mail was
delivered by automobile.

The three room, wood framed
Silver Hill School of Mullin’s Flat
located off present Dodd Road
had an enrollment of about 150

I*GrandMother's House
“Gourmet Country Cooking”

Hours —

Lunch: Wed., Thur., Fri., Sun. — 11 am.-2 p.m.

Dinner: Friday — Saturday 5 - 8:30 p.m.
To Go Orders Are Welcome. (256) 725-7444

3980 Old Hwy 431S

Owens Cross Roads, AL 35763
(10 Minutes South of Hampton Cove)
www.grandmothershouse.biz

(SUee 1969)

Guns &

J.C. Vaughn

President

Tackle Shop, Inc

1112 6th Avenue, SE
Decatur, Al 35601
(256)353-2503

Guns - Buy - Sell - Trade -

Holsters -

Knives - Ammo -

1650 Jordan Lane
Huntsville, Al 35816
(256)830-0761

Consignment - Repair
Reloading Supplies


http://www.grandmothershouse.biz
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Renaissance theatre

at Lincoln Center

Perky's Crown of Beauty, Tanning & Karaoke Salon and the Beaverbrook
Community Theater Presents: Another Christmas Carol (Rated PG 12)

Somewhere in North Alabama,
early one recent December:
Those Beaverbrook actors are
upto raising more money fortheir
financially strapped little theater,
after the disastrous robbery and
loss of all their fund raising
money just after their startling
production of Romeo and Juliet
closed, and with the holidays ap-
proaching, what better vehicle
than to do what almost every
community theater always does
at the yuletide season to make
afast buck, a complete produc-
tion of a Christmas Carol!

Sanders | amity Christmas

W
NDERSM

HRMLTRAB

by Connie Ray & Alan Bailey

Get that old time Holiday Spirit when you join us for Renaissance
Theatre's rollicking production at the old Baptist Church at the Burritt on
the Mountain Museum. Brand new production, with several new cast
members. Directed by Carol Puckett. The show opens Wednesday,
Dec. 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, with 2 shows on 19th - 2:30 PM & 7:30 PM and
2 shows on 20th - 2:30 PM and 7:30 PM. All seats $20.00.

Evening shows are at 7:30PM and matinees are at 2:30PM. All pro-
ceeds after expenses benefit the Burritt Museum and the Renaissance
Theatre, call 536-2882 for ticket information. This show always sells out,
call and order your tickets today!

The Eight
Reindeer
Monologues

By Jeff Goode

Coming to the Alpha Stage, downstairs
this December. Fasten your safety
belts, Santa’s sleigh is in for a rough
landing as a small herd of disgruntled
sleigh pullers expose Santa for what
he may truly be. For Mature Audi-
ences! Directed by Gina White.

Dec. 4, 5, 6, 10, 11,12 Downstairs
All Seats $12.00

RENAISSANCE THEATRE

at Lincoln Center

1216 Meridian St.
www.renaissancetheatre.net

Call 536-3117 for general information or
to reserve tickets


http://www.renaissancetheatre.net
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black students.

The school was financed
partly by the Julius Rosenwald
Fund of Chicago to help black
schools in the South. Rosenwald
funded one-third ofthe money, the
State of Alabama funded one-
third and the balance was sup-
plied by the Mullin’s Flat commu-
nity. Most ofthe community fund-
ingwas supplied by several ofthe
wealthy black farmers.

James R Burn.s who died in
1919 of double pneumonia, was
a resident of Mullin’s Flat. He
operated a general store, a
blacksmith shop and forge and
a carpentry shop which special-
ized in the manufacturing of
caskets.

The Horton School, located
in Pond Beat, like the Silver
Hills School, was funded jointly
by the Rosenwald Fund, the State
and the Community.

In the early days of Pond Beat
there was a large southern man-
sion and plantation near the Ten-
nessee River. The buildingwas de-
molished in 1982. The land be-
came part of the Redstone Arse-
nal. The house had been occupied
at times by the Childress family
and the Jones family.

The government moved rap-

“At the evening service
tonight, the sermon topic
will be ‘What is Hell?'
Come early and listen to
our choir practice.”

Seen in local church bulletin

C. T. Garvin Seed & Feed, LLC
Lawn sc Garden Supplies

1

idly in its efforts to acquire the
lands of Mullin’s Flat and Pond
Beat. The Quartermaster Gen-
eral filed a petition on July
23rd, 1941 for the seizure of
the lands.

The U.S. District Court of
Northern Alabama entered an
order granting possession ofthe
lands to the Government as of
noon July 24th, 1941.

The Federal Land Bank of
New Orleans, acting as a consult-

ant to the Government, made an
appraisal ofeach tract.

Most of the land owners ac-
cepted the evaluation. A few own-
ers went to court to protest the
Government evaluation and of-
fer. The Government permitted
the land owners to remain in
possession of their property
until crops were harvested.

The Churches in the two
communities merged and
formed the Center Grove United

J. D. Farms

Located in the Madison County

Farmers Market

Fresh, Local Produce is delicious
goodforyou! Vegetables, fruits, greens,
tomatoes - allatgreatprices!

Hours: Mon-Sat 8-6, Sun 8-4

Brookshire Health Care
Skilled Nursing Facility

4320 Judith Lane
Huntsville AL 35805

(256) 837-1730
Fax (256) 430-3287

Committed to Compassion
Strivingfor Excellence
Serving Responsibly

Our Team Includes:

Physicians, Nurses, Physical Therapist,

Occupational Therapist, Social Worker, Speech Therapist,
Activities Director and Registered Dietician.

Short term rehabilitation, long term care, & complex medical care:
Whether the need is for short term rehabilitation,
or whether you would like to make Brookshire Health Care Center
9 "on a ter y-' cryorr k “td o0-.2.
v>e look formatd tu hea>ing iioui you.



ALABAMA ASSOCIATION FOR JUSTICE PRESENTS:
THE PEOPLE S LAW SCHOOL

When:

Where:

Cost:

January 25 - April 5, 2009; Monday Nights 6:30 - 8:40 p.m.
City Public Safety Building, Courtroom A
$45.00 Registration Fee

For More Information Contact:
Brinkley & Chesnut
Attorneys At Law
307 Randolph Avenue
Huntsville, Alabama 35801
(256) 533-4534 wwwJiuntsvilleattorneys.com

SCHEDULE FOR SPRING 2010

Misconceptions About the Law
Private Disability insurance
DUILaw

Roti on 18 Wheeler

Elder Law

Rules of the Road

Bankruptcy, VA Disability, Security
Politics and the Law

Wills, Trusts, and Estate Law
Divorce Law

Mass Tort Cases

City Government

Bad Faith and Fraud Cases
Employment Law

Contract Law

Trial Tactics

Nursing Home Law

Real Estate Law

Sports Law

Corporate Litigation

REGISTRATION FORM

January 25 6:30 Robert Patterson
7:40 Brent Jordan
February 1 6:30 Phil Price
7:40 Perry ShuttJeworth
February 8 6:30 Connie Glass
7:40 Robert Prince
February 15 6:30 Ron Sykstus A Amy Tanner
7:40 Josh Hayes
February 22 6:30 Michael K. Wisner
7:40 Jonathan Lusk
March 1 6:30 Ed Gentle
7:40 Mayor Tommy Battle
March 8 6:30 Matt Glover
7:40 Karri Johnson Smith
March 22 6:30 Rebecca Brinkley
7:40 Barton Warren A Derek Simpson
March 29 6:30 Michael Timberlake
7:40 Richard Chesnut
April 5 6:30 Archie Lamb
7:40 Charles L Brinkley
8:40 Graduation
Name
City: State:
Phone: E-Mail:

Home Address:

i Old Huntsville Pase 53

Zip:

METHOD OF PAYMENT ACCEPTED CHECK or MONEY ORDER
Make checks payable and send to Alabama Association for Justice, P O Box 2026 Huntsville, A 35804

All programs wiH be taped and televised throughout the year on Comcast Channel 3 on the following schedule:
Monday. Wednesday, Friday at 6:00 am. 2:00 pm, 6:00 pm, 10:00 pm, and Sundays at 2:00 pm.


wwwJiuntsvilleattorneys.com
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Church. When their congregations
were forced to move, the original
church was dismantled and
moved to the corner of Jordan
Lane and Mastin Lake Road in
Huntsville.

Many of the old residents of
the two communities believed
the large black ownership
(about 80%) of the land was in-
fluential in the area being chosen
for the arsenal.

When the Government de-
cided to build the arsenal, the
property owners had no choice
but to sell. As one old resident
said. “They set the price and we
had to acceptit.”

Still, the coming of the ar-
senal was a Godsend for many
of the tenant farmers and their
families.

Many of the residents of
these communities got good
paying jobs working for the
Army and the Army contractors,
and many of these displaced
people were able to buy homes
which without the Arsenal take-
over, they would never have been
able to do.

Today the towns are but
memories for the people who
once lived there.

Things A Married Woman
Cannot Help Thinking

from 1899 publication
That she was very pretty at sixteen.
That she had. or would have had, a great many good offers.
That her lady friends are five years older than they say they are.
That she has a very fine mind.
That the people think too much ofthe looks of that Miss ...
That her mother-in-law is a very tryingwoman.
That her sister-in-law takes airs and ought to be put down.
That her girls are prettier than Mrs. A.’s girls.
That her eldest son takes after him.
That he is going to throw himselfaway on Miss Scruggs.
That Miss Scruggs set her cap for him and did all the courting.
That her servant girls are the worst ever known.
That she pities old maids.

yc be most certain thing about the
future is its uncertainty,
dt's after too early to be responsible.
(furfpamily (fare Programs
freefamiliesfrom emotional and
financial decision-mafing when numbed by
the loss ofa loPed one.

LAUGHLIN SERVICE

Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc.
2320 '‘Bob ‘Wallace gFr>e fffW. 534-2471

Licensed, Experienced Massage Therapists - (256) 527-1462

. Geriatric Massage
Osteoporosis, Fibromyalgia, Arthritis
. Massage for Cancer patients
. Degenerative Muscle Disease
. Auto-immune Disease
. Wellness Massage

. Senior Rate - $50
Decrease pain, Sleep More Soundly

Visit our'website at www.oma-hsv.com

Reduce Stress Levels, Increase Energy, Increase Mobility and Acuity


http://www.oma-hsv.com

The
Tradition

by Jackie Reed

I still remember the first
Christmas Eve | had dinner with
Chuck’s parents. We were dating
at the time and when | was invited
to have dinner with them | was
thrilled.

The house was decorated for
the holidays with a beautiful
wreath on the front door and a
large Christmas tree in the living
room.

Chuck’s mother was a good
cook and would often spend
days preparing the special
Christmas Eve dinner. She
would insist that everyone had
to try all the dishes on the table.

When | would complain about
gainingweight she would say, “You
worry about that next month.
Right now, you eat!”

My most vivid memory of
that night was the love shared
by everyone there, | remember
thinking, “What a nice tradition.”

Little did | know that | would
be a part of that tradition for
the next forty years.

As the years went by babies
were born, people got married
or moved away and some died.
The one consistent event in our
lives, that brought us all together,
was the Christmas Eve dinner.

Sometimes there would be
thirty or more people for din-
ner. Chuck’s father would
grumble in a good natured way
that homeless people could be
eating dinner there and they
would never be noticed in the
crowd.

When Chuck's mother
passed away in 1986, the family
began asking where we would
spend Christmas Eve. For me,
there was no question. We would
continue the tradition. The only

difference was that we would pro-
vide all the food so Chuck’s dad
would not have to worry about it.

This will be the first Christ-
mas Eve in forty years that we
will not be together at his house.
Chuck’s father died in May ofthis
year at the age of 101. A few
months later, Chuck died also, at
only 77. He was the love of my life.
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It was a beautiful tradition,
one that | will never forget.

This Christmas | pray that
everyone else may be as blessed
as | was.

In 1908 most women washed

their hair once a month, and

used Borax or egg yolks for
shampoo.

* Die-cast metal 2-8-4 steam locomotive and
tender with working headlight, whistle and real
puffing smoke.

* Three passenger cars prototypical to the
movie.

* Huge 40” x 60” oval layout using the easy-
to-assemble FasTrack* track system.

* Powerful 80-watt transformer with program-
mable accessory voltage.

* Everything you need to get started in one

box.

** & t Warner Bros gntcruinmeni Inc

The name FasTrack* is used with permission from Pitsco, Inc.

Yow Avtborizod Uoml"
Value-Added Dealer

Southerland Station

402 B Governors Dr., SW
Huntsville, Al. - 256/533-4720
www.southerlandstation.com

SPARKMAN MARBLE

AND GRANITE

HUNTSVILLE'S OLDEST FAMILY OWNED
MONUMENT COMPANY SINCE 1892

1111 WELLS AVE.
HUNTSVILLE AL 35801

256 534 - 0971


http://www.southerlandstation.com
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The Russel
Erskine
Hotel

More than nostalgia, the
Russel Erskine Hotel still
stands as a monument to a by-
gone era. a time when Hunts-
ville was young and growing.
Now that there are other and
newer monuments and sky-
scrapers, the Russel Erskine
Hotel has taken a lesser, but
still significant, role.

Albert Russel Erskine was
the onetime president of the
Studebaker Corporation. Al-
though he did not have an
important financial interest in
the hotel, it was named for this
local person of national promi-
nence.

According to local folklore,
the hotel ran into financial
trouble before it was ever com-
pleted. In an attempt to raise
more money, the owners came
up with a plan to name it after
Erskine, a local hometown boy
made good, hoping to interest
him in investing in the venture.
When the hotel was dedicated,
Erskine came to Huntsville, lis-
tened to the speeches honoring
him, ate the free food, drank the
free liquor, stayed in the free
suite, and then went back to De-
troit without spending any
money!

As each city has its prominent
hotel, the Russel Erskine was, “the
place to go” in Huntsville,
Alabama. Officially opened on
January 3, 1930, in the midst of
the Great Depression at a cost of
1.5 million dollars, itwas and still
is asplendid building— 12 stories
high and 132 rooms. It became
one of Huntsville's leading attrac-
tions and immediately became a
popular spot for conventions and

travelers.

Besides the convenience and
availability of a large hotel in
Huntsville, visitors noted the
“completeness” and “exquis-
iteness” of the furnishings in
1930. It was also noted that
such modern conveniences of
the day as an electric fan and
an RCA radio were in each
room. One satisfied guest, Dr.
George Alden of Massachusetts,
wrote the hotel saying that the
Russel Erskine was the best
appointed and gave the best ser-
vice of any hotel during his trip.

It was Huntsville’s best ad-
vertisement and many balls and
gatherings were held in its splen-
did ballroom and banquet
rooms.

But as motels began to be
built on the perimeter of the city,
the hotel not only had to deal
with competition, but also a
change of taste and choice of
potential guests.

In the 1960s, the movement

Child Com QdaCw

of commercial activity away from
downtown areas in many Ameri-
can cities hastened the demise of

Sewicas Buauwa

When your elderly loved one needs assistance
either temporarily or on an ongoing basis, Home
Buddies provides the highest quality care for
seniors, helping to maintain independence.

e Care in your own home, in the hospital, and in

assisted living facilities

« Experienced elder care workers
e Transportation to activities, shopping,
errands, and appointments, helping seniors

stay active and involved

e Household chores and meal preperation
« Convalescent care during recovery from

surgery or injury
« Day and overnight care
e Companionship

You can own a Home Buddies in your
region! Ifyou want to be a part of
""The Caring Connection' and touch
people’s lives, Home Buddies is a
unique business opportunity for you.

(256) 882-1299

email:

homebuddies@comcast.net
www.homebuddies.com


mailto:homebuddies@comcast.net
http://www.homebuddies.com

many hotels and businesses. The
stately Russel Erskine Hotel, so
proudly rooted on Clinton Avenue,
could not move with the new de-
velopment and economic oppor-
tunities outside its downtown site.
Measures to revive the hotel were
short-lived. In March of 1971, the
Russel Erskine Hotel closed its
doors to transient guests. It's only
business thereafter was to cater
to conventions, civic clubs, and
special accommodations.

Many well-intentioned plans of
a succession of owners to revive
the hotel were unsuccessful. Con-
sequently, the hotel was auctioned
off to the First Alabama Bank in
1975 for $300,000, which in-
cluded the furnishings.

The First Freewill Baptist
Church bought the ballroom’s
main chandelier and the lobby’s
four metal chandeliers within the
first half-hour of the sale. Visi-
tors and buyers rummaged
though the halls of the once-
proud hotel, looking at price
tags on the furnishings, and
eventually removing the trap-
pings of the hotel. Perhaps they
bought for their own use, to re-
sell, or to obtain a precious
keepsake of the place that held
for them a fond memory of a
“Cotton Ball,” an unforgettable
evening for a debutante, or hon-
eymoon. By any account, it was
the wake of the hotel.

Ironically, in 1978, the
Russel Erskine Hotel was consid-
ered as a county-state work-re-
lease center for the Department of
Corrections. Reportedly, a propo-
nent ofthe idea said that, “It looks
like the building was just built for
this purpose.”

Finally and happily on Sep-
tember 15, 1983, the Russel
Erskine reopened its doors as
a high-rise complex for the eld-
erly and disabled. Renovated for
$3.6 million by local business
people workingwith the Huntsville
Preservation Authority the
memory, the brilliance, and the

hotel building itself has been re-
vived.

Huntsville’s premier land-
mark of the 30s and 40s re-
mains, except now it serves to
house its residents per-
manently—not as temporary
guests. While the new tenants
still share much of the same
ambiance of this venerable
building as the former occu-
pants, still there is a distinc-
tion between a hotel and a high-
rise apartment house.

But two facts are indisput-
able: the new residents still have
magnificent views from their win-
dows, and all residents of the
hotel have lived in a part of
Huntsville’s history.

Rub your dog’s coat with
a sheet of Bounce for a
fresh smell.
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Professional Quality
Estate Liquidation

Residential
Settling an Estate
Downsizing
Business Liquidation
Going out of business
Relocation
Divorce

Abt Extraordinaire

"Artist
ACustom Art

Woodworking

Over
W- 40 Years
Experience
Repairs & Refinishing

11 valleysbestwoodoworking@gmail.com


mailto:valleysbestwoodoworking@gmail.com
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Christmas
Remembered

by Johnny Johnston

Perhaps the level of antici-
pation exceeds the event itself.
This was life in Mill Town Ala-
bama. Tillman Hill in his book
"Mr. Anderson's Monument"
gave a very good assessment of
life during the 40's when every-
thing was valuable and little was
financially attainable.

Tillman talked about life dur-
ing Christmas when he so desper-
ately wanted to give his parents a
little somethingfor Christmas. He
snatched a box of cigars from his
father’'s bedroom and three pairs
of hose from his mother’s cloth-
ingand wrapped them separately.
These were his gifts to them for
Christmas.

His mother later, very quietly,
thanked him for the gift knowing
he had no way of delivering any

other thing to them as gifts.

My late brother Fred had ajob
carrying in Mrs. Webb's coal on a
daily basis which paid him 10 or
15 cents per week.

My sister was working at
Wilson's Laundry at age 14 and
used 20 cents ofher salary to buy
two gifts for two brothers for
Christmas.

Do | sound sad? Don't mean
to. We were very happy at Christ-
mas time. It was a time for fam-
ily, for bright lights, for visits from
other family members and espe-
cially time to visit Aunt Annie
White’'s house in Morgan City.
Aunt Annie always baked a cake
for the holidays.

Other fun things were the
Huntsville Christmas parade
around the square, up Jefferson
and down Washington. | don't
remember any Santa Clause
interviews in Dunavants.
Dunavants was about the only
department store downtown and
there wasn't anything outside of

downtown.

Ifyou lived in Lincolnyou usu-
ally got a gift at a church party.
At the Baptist Church where |
went we were usually given a bag
with an apple or orange and
maybe one piece of hard candy.

I especially remember
Barbara's Grandmother Brown
who lived on a farm in Baker's
Cross Roads, Tennessee. She
couldn't wait to open her gifts
no matter how meager they
were. She then couldn't wait to
carefully place them in drawers
or closets where we found them
unused after she passed away!

At my age, | happily look
back at those days living on
Maple Street but | also look at
Christmas for our Children,
Grand Children and Great Grand
Children and try my best to help
them have a Christmas of fun,
presents and gifts from Santa.
Barbara sees to it that they have
memories from our holidays that
they will always remember.

Modest Prices on Custom Framing

As an Artist, | was frustrated by the high cost of quality framing. In My home-based
frame shop, | use only archival; acid free materials and my large selection of close-out
mouldings offers something for most every need. Cutting mats and glass to your
specifications at reasonable prices. Very little overhead means | can make a reasonable
profit while providing the quality you expect. Please call for an appointment.

I know you'll be pleased with my work.
Collections of my photographs are available on CD’s for artists to use for their

inspiration.

Member and proud sponsor of the Huntsville Art League

3005 L&N Drive Suite 2

Don Broome Studios
7446 Clubfield Cir.
Huntsville, Al 35802
home 880-3497

cell 656-1457
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A Different Kind of Fun! Pillows, Books <& Games
Enjoy a 15% savings for the_Bedro(>m $10
on all accessories. lo
$10 off ALL

Dancers Shoes

POPULAR GIFTS Under S10
1. Funy Handculb 2. Dkiy Mc«
1 Tasty talon 4. ItaW Sfrnutanh
5.Sim. Ung LGtauftP*


MyPleasureStore.com
PleasurePrize.com

Open Daily 10-5

Located in the historic three-story, 23,000 square-foot Lombardo

Whetheryou are lookingfor antiques, the
perfectgift, or the rightpicture to hangon a
wall - you willfind all ofthem at Railroad
Station Antiques. Located Downtown at315
Jefferson atthe comerofMonroeacrossfrom

the Roundhouse.

Books at Shavers include:

You’ll Find New, Autographed,
Hard-to-Find and Out-of-Print books
including topics such as:

Alabama
Antiques
Architecture

Art

Aviation
Cemeteries
Children

Civil War

Cotton Mills
Decorative Leather
First Editions
Fishing & Hunting
Genealogy

Grand Ole Opry
Kathryn T. Windham
Local Authors
Madison County
Poetry

Railroads
Southern Literature
Space

Sports

Tennessee
Tennessee Valley
Theology

World War I

Sunday 1-5

building and featuring over 80 dealers

Shaver’s

Top 10 Books of Local &
Regional Interest

1. Wicked North Alabama by
Jacque Procter Reeves $17.95

2. Historic Photographs of Uni-
versity ofAlabama Football by Joseph
“Woody” Woodruff $35.00

3. Historic Photos of Huntsville
by Jacque Gray Reeves $39.95

4. True Tales of Old Madison
County by Virgil (Pat) Jones $7.95

5. When Spirits Walk: Madison
County Ghost Stories $16.95

6. Glimpses of Huntsville in the
1950's by “Riverboat John” Ferguson
$18.95

7. Madison County Volunteer Fire
Departments: Historical Account by
Willis Speed Kastorff $19.95

8. Historical Markers of Madison
County, Alabama $18.95

9. Alabama lllustrated Engravings
from 19th Century Newspapers
$29.95

10. Huntsville Vintage Postcards
by Alan Wright  $19.99

Railroad Station Antiques - (256) 533-6550

Shaver’s Books -

(256) 533-7364

Email shaversbks@comcast.net


mailto:shaversbks@comcast.net

