
HISTORYANDSTORIES OF THE TENNESSEE VALLEY

A Family 
Matter

Gilliam and his family had 
just sat down at the supper table 
and were about to say the bless­
ing when a neighbor stopped by 
to say he had seen Lucy at the 
hospital. He had been visiting a 
relative, he explained, and just as 
he was leaving, he saw Lucy be­
ing treated by a doctor. "I think 
she's got a broken arm because 
I saw them putting a cast on it."

Gilliam said nothing but the 
look of rage on his face made his 
intent clear. He had just reached 
for his coat and was about to 
walk out when his wife ordered 
him to sit back down first. "We 
are going to say the blessing first 
and then you can go do whatev­
er it is you have to do."

Also in this issue: Huntsville’s Pioneer Newswomen
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A Family 
Matter

His name was Robert E. Lee 
Gilliam but most people sim­
ply called him "Gilliam, or "old 
man Gilliam." He was aged be­
yond his years, a product of a 
hard scrabble life and trying to 
eke out a living on a few acres 
of sunbaked red clay that never 
seemed to produce enough to 
keep body and soul together.

Being a truck farmer was 
not the life Gilliam had cho­
sen originally. He had worked 
most of his life at a saw mill 
near Gurley until an accident 
left his right leg crippled. Un­
able to find other work, he 
worked as a sharecropper for 
a time before the landlord told 
him he was letting another 
man, an able-bodied man, take 
over the farm.

The next several years saw 
Gilliam moving from farm to 
farm, each one poorer than the 
one he had left previously until 
finally he ended up, in 1943, on 
a small tract of land near Win­
chester Road. The land was a 
virtual rock pile, overgrown 
with no water supply, and with 
a dilapidated old house that 
probably should have fallen 
down years ago.

Regardless, Gilliam, with 
his wife and three children, 
made the best out of a bad situ­
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ation. Soon they had several 
acres cleared and were grow­
ing tomatoes, squash and other 
vegetables. These he peddled 
from door to door in an ancient 
pick-up truck he had patched 
together from parts salvaged 
from junk yards and trash 
heaps. On weekends, while 
he worked his route, his wife 
and children would spend the 
day at the Farmers Market sell­
ing the produce to Huntsville 
housewives who flocked to the 
stalls in search of bargains on 
fresh vegetables.

Gilliam's family was his 
pride and joy. His wife, a quiet- 
spoken woman with jet black 
hair that belied her Indian heri­
tage, was a perfect helpmate, 
spending long days toiling in 
the fields beside him and then 
going home to cook dinner 
with never a complaint. The 
youngest two children, both 
boys, were still too young to be 
of much help, but his daugh­
ter Lucy, who at fourteen was 
already turning into a striking 
young lady, helped her moth­
er sell produce at the market. 
Many people, captivated by the 
young girl's exotic beauty and 
quiet charm, became regular 
customers.

The summer of 1946 was an 
especially hot and dry one. Al­
most three months had passed 
with no measurable rainfall 
and small gardens that had 
always produced a bounti­
ful harvest began drying up.
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Gilliam had always hauled 
water from a nearby spring for 
cooking and washing but his 
work load was increased dra­
matically when he was forced 
to begin hauling water for the 
parched fields.

Every day, often three or 
four times a day, he would 
drive his truck to the nearby 
spring where he filled large 
containers with water. Return­
ing to his garden he would 
use a gourd to pour a certain 
amount around each thirsty 
and parched plant. The work 
was backbreaking, and with 
the sun seemingly getting hot­
ter every day, it soon became 
apparent that something else 
had to be done.

Calling his family together 
one afternoon, Gilliam an­
nounced a change in the fam­
ily's routine. He was going 
to dig a well. His wife would 
drive the truck on the route 
each weekend and Lucy would 
work at the market by herself. 
The two boys would remain at 
home with him, helping haul 
dirt from the proposed well. 
Gilliam figured a week, maybe 
two, would be enough to com­
plete the job.

Though at first the job went 
well, with the dry, red clay 
yielding easily to the pick and 
shovel, a few feet down he be­
gan to encounter rock. Even 
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the most casual observer surely 
realized it was going to take 
much longer than planned. Gil­
liam, however, was not a man 
to give up easily. Every Satur­
day morning he would help 
load the truck with produce 
and then return to what many 
people had already dubbed his 
rock hole."

For Lucy, however, these 
were exciting times. Her moth­
er would drop her off early at 
the market where she would 
spend the day selling produce 
and talking to the other people 
who worked there. Every day 
seemed like another adventure 
to the impressionable fourteen 
year old girl. Probably even 
more exciting were the young 
men who visited the market to 
flirt with her. Without the stern 
looks of her mother to warn 
them off, there was a constant 
stream of young Gallahads vy­
ing for her attention.

One of the men who no­
ticed her was William Roberts. 
No one disputed the fact that 
Roberts was a good looking 
man, well dressed and with a
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line of blarney that could sway 
even the most doubtful person. 
It was the other things about 
him, though, that made people 
whisper. Some people claimed 
he had been married before, al­
though no one was sure what 
had happened. He was also ru­
mored to be involved in gam­
bling and was a well-known 
supplier of bootleg whiskey to 
the G.I.'s at Huntsville Arsenal. 
Many people said he had a vio­
lent temper and was involved 
in many fights, some of which 
he resolved with the gun he al­
ways carried.

Perhaps the thing he was 
best known for, however, was 
the "Clip Joint." Some time 
earlier he had acquired a semi­
truck with a 32 foot trailer. 
On paydays at the Arsenal he 
would park the trailer close to 
the gates, and with the help 
of accomplices, would lure 
soldiers and employees into 
the trailer where he had a bar 
and crooked dice tables set up. 
The trailer had originally been 
owned by C & J trucking but 
local wags, after noticing the 
faded lettering, quickly duobed 
it the "Clip Joint."

Everyone was surprised 
when Roberts began paying at­
tention to Lucy. Not only was 
she still a child., she was totally 
different from the hard drink­
ing, carousing women he nor­
mally hung out with in the road 
houses and gambling joints.

For the first several weeks it 
was merely an innocent flirta­
tion, with Roberts stopping by

L. Thomas Ryan, Jr.
Attorney At Law
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Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Telephone Fax
(256) 533-1103 (256) 533-9711
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“No Representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal 
services performed by other lawyers.”

is rep
handsome. She was

the produce stall to tease the 
young girl. Lucy had already 
hear a of his reputation, ....but 
he was so 
also careful not to mention 
anything about him to her fa­
ther whom she knew would 
not approve.

When Roberts appeared at 
the market one day and pro­
posed that Lucy go for a ride 
with him she hesitated, ex­
plaining that she could not af­
ford to miss any potential cus­
tomers.

"How much do you make a 
day?" asked Roberts.

"Three or four dollars, if 
I'm lucky," replied Lucy.

Roberts quickly ended the 
conversation by laying a five 
dollar bill on the counter.

A pattern soon evolved. 
Lucy would work at the pro­
duce stand every Saturday 
until lunch time when Roberts 
would pick her up. Lucy al­
ways insisted that she be back 
at the market before 6:00 pm 
when her mother arrived to 
take her home.

Gilliam, preoccupied with 
digging the well and trying to
support his family, had no idea 
of the courtship until one af­
ternoon, about the time school 
let out, when Roberts and Lucy 
drove up.

Gilliam paused, laying the

“We never really grow 
up, we only learn how to 
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shovel aside, as he watched the 
couple walk toward him. He 
knew something was going on, 
Lucy was dressed in different 
clothes than the ones she wore 
to school that morning.

"Pa, we got married today."
Gilliam, stunned by this un­

expected turn of events, stood 
silently as Lucy explained how 
Roberts had met her at school 
that morning and they had 
driven across the state line 
where they found a justice of 
tie peace who had agreed to 
marry them.

By this time the rest of the 
family had gathered around 
Lucy, wanting to hear ev­
ery detail. Roberts, not caring 
much for the emotions of the 
moment, wandered over to the 
well Gilliam had been working 
on.

Gilliam, sensing the need 
to say something to Roberts 
but not knowing what to say 
walked over to the well with 
him. Finally, after what seemed 
like an eternity, he asked, "You 
going to take care of her?" It 
was as much of a statement as 
it was a question.

"Get serious, old man," 
Roberts replied in an almost 
sarcastic manner. Then almost

Gilliam, surprised at the 
sarcasm from his daughter's 
new husband, was at a loss for 
words. After a few moments of
awkward hesitation he replied, 
"May as well finish it, might 
come in handy some day."

That evening, after the cou­
ple had left, Gilliam sat on the 
porch smoking his pipe, think­
ing about the day's events. If 
he had his druthers, none of 
it would have ever happened. 
"But still, Lucy is almost a 
grown woman. Her mother 
was only 15 when I married 
her and it worked out well. 
Maybe that boy will take care 
of ner and everything will be 
all right."

Left unsaid, but in the back 
of his mind, was the realization 
that poor people just naturally 
married young. With no educa-

You know you’re getting 
older when your happy 
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Gerald Ford

“If Lincoln were alive 
today, he’d be rolling 

over in his grave.”

as an afterthought he added, 
"You still working on this rock 
hole? The rains are going to 
come soon and you won't need 
it."
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tion, no money and no hope for 
a future, the only thing a girl 
had to look forward to was get­
ting married.

The first sign of trouble 
came several weeks later, on a 
Sunday afternoon, when Gil­
liam and his wife stopped by to 
visit Lucy at her new home. Al­
though Roberts was supposely 
making good money from his 
various illegal enterprises, lit­
tle if any of it went home with 
him. Most of it went to gam­
bling and drinking. The house 
where they resided, in Dallas 
Village, was actually a bootleg 
joint owned by someone else, 
but the person owed Roberts 
money and had agreed to let 
the couple live in the front part 
rent free while he continued 
bootlegging in the back.

Lucy was thrilled to see her 
parents, even in such shabby 
surroundings. "This is just 
temporary/ she explained 
apologetically. "We're going to 
get us a big house just as soon 
as he gets on his feet."

Even though it was almost 
three in the afternoon, Roberts 
was still in bed. "He had some 
business to take care of last 
night and didn't get in until 
late."

Wakened by the sound of 
voices, Roberts staggered grog- 
gily into the room where he 
dropped heavily into a chair. 
From his looks it was appar­
ent that he was still suffering 
the effects from the previous 
night's "business."

Ignoring Gilliam, Roberts 
abruptly ordered Lucy to get 
him something to eat. When she 
didn't respond immediately, 
Roberts grabbed her arm and 
shoved her roughly toward the 
kitchen with the admonition to 
"make sure it's fit to eat!"

“The largest organ in 
the human body is the 

head.”

Seen on 6th grade exam

Noticing Gilliam sitting in 
the corner of the room, Roberts 
explained sarcastically, "We've 
still got some kinks to work out 
but she'll learn."

With Lucy no longer help­
ing her family, Gilliam re­
turned to driving his produce 
route every Saturday while 
his wife worked at the market. 
Still, he continued digging the 
well, even if only for an hour 
or two a week. He had struck 
solid rock and progress was 
measured in inches as he labo­
riously chiseled away at it with 
a hammer and crowbar.

The family, knowing Rob­
erts didn't care for their com­
pany, stopped visiting Lucy 
at her house. Instead, several 
times a month, she would walk 
the 5 or 6 miles to her parents' 
home where she would spend 
the day. When it came time to 
return home, Gilliam would
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drive her, letting her out about 
a block down the street. "My 
husband doesn't want me to 
take any favors from anyone 
and if he sees me taking a ride 
from someone he might get up­
set."

Despite the many warning 
signs, Gilliam held his peace. 
Possibly he was hoping that 
time would work matters out. 
Most likely however, he was a 
product of his time, a culture 
where no one interfered in an­
other person's marriage and 
where divorce was unspeak­
able. Never in the history of 
the Gilliam family had a couple 
even separated, much less di­
vorced. Making matters even 
worse was the fact that most 
people considered a divorced 
woman little better then a "lady 
of the night."

Lucy s visits became less 
frequent, but when she did vis­
it there would often be signs of 
bruises on her arms and neck. 
"Just an accident," she would 
explain. "I bumped into some­

thing." One hot sweltering day 
she showed up wearing a long 
sleeved flannel shirt. When her 
mother insisted, Lucy rolled 
the sleeves up revealing dark 
ugly bruises. There were even 
more bruises on her back and 
legs.

"It was my fault," explained 
Lucy while wiping tears from 
her eyes. "I made him upset 
and I shouldn't have."

Her mother called Gilliam 
into the room and explained 
what happened. After exam­
ining the bruises himself, he 
stood silent for a long time 
looking at his wife and daugh­
ter, trying in his mind to ver­
balize the words he had been 
putting off for so long.

"You don't have to go 
back," he said quietly. "Well 
go to the courthouse and get 
papers."

The words stunned Lucy 
and her mother. They both re­
alized how hard it was for Gil­
liam to accept a divorce in the 
family.
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The decision was made by 
Lucy. "Things will get better, 
I just know they will and he's 
expecting me to have dinner on 
the table, so I have to go."

That evening Gilliam 
worked in the well Long after 
the sun had gone down he con­
tinued pounding the hard rock 
with a vengeance he had never 
known before. He was no Ion-

Lee's Magic
Tunnel Car Wash
2318 Memorial Pkwy SW

256-533-5620

Lee's Express 
Wash

1220 Memorial Pkwy NW

256-532-2107

Modest Prices on Custom Framing
As an Artist, I was frustrated by the high cost of quality framing. In My home-based 
frame shop, I use only archival; acid free materials and my large selection of close-out 
mouldings offers something for most every need. Cutting mats and glass to your 
specifications at reasonable prices. Very little overhead means I can make a reasonable 
profit while providing the quality you expect. Please call for an appointment.
I know you’ll be pleased with my work. 
Collections of my photographs are available on CD’s for artists to use for their 
inspiration.

Member and proud sponsor of the Huntsville Art League 
3005 L&N Drive Suite 2

Don Broome Studios 
7446 Clubfield Cir. 
Huntsville, Al 35802 
home 880-3497 
cell 656-1457



Old Huntsville Page 10 _ 

ger crushing simple rocks, he 
was crushing his helplessness 
and despair with a cold rage 
for which he knew there was 
no outlet.

The next morning Gilliam 
drove into Huntsville to talk 
to Sheriff Blakemore. His sec­
ond cousin's oldest daughter 
was married to the sheriff and 
though Gilliam didn't consider 
him a close friend, they had 
what he called a "passable" re­
lationship.

After listening to Gilliam's 
account of the bruises, the sher­
iff had but one question. "Will 
she swear out a warrant?"

"I don't think so," replied 
Gilliam.

"There ain't nothing I can 
do then. It's all up to her."

Nevertheless, that after­
noon the sheriff stopped by to 
talk with Roberts. Though he 
had no legal basis for the visit, 
he was undoubtedly hoping a 
bluff, or a threat, might accom­
plish the same thing.

Roberts merely listened 
to the sheriff with thinly dis­
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guised contempt and then or­
dered him off the property. 
"You ain't got no right med­
dling in peoples' marriages," 
he snouted. "This is a family 
matter!"

Several days later Gilliam 
and his family had just sat 
down at the supper table and 
were about to say the blessing 
when a neighbor stopped by 
to say he had seen Lucy at the 
hospital. He had been visiting 
a relative, he explained, and 
just as he was leaving, he saw 
Lucy being treated by a doctor. 
"I think she's got a broken arm 
because I saw them putting a 
cast on it. It looks bad."

Gilliam said nothing but the

When in doubt, just take 
the next small step.
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look of rage on his face made 
his intent clear. He had just 
reached for his coat and was 
about to walk out when his 
wife ordered him to sit back 
down. "We are going to say the 
blessing first and then you can 
go do whatever it is you have 
to do."

Gilliam rushed to the hos­
pital where the nurses told him 
that Lucy had been taken away 
by her husband. Next he drove 
to their house but even from 
a distance it was evident that 
it was vacant. The only other 
place he could think of was the 
f'Clip Joint." He had never been 
there but had heard the rumors 
of the crooked dice games Rob­
erts ran from the trailer.

Upon arriving, Gilliam 
knew he was at the right place 
by the loud music and profan­
ity piercing the night air. Enter­
ing the trailer he immediately 
saw Lucy sitting in a corner. 
Her arm was in a cast, and her 
hair hung limply across her 
face. She was very pale. On her 
right cheek was a bruise that 
was just starting to turn a dark 
purple. "Come on," Gilliam 
said. "We're going home."

Roberts had been on his 
knees in the back of the trailer 
shooting dice when he noticed 
the old man. Springing to his 
feet he ordered, "Leave her be. 
This is a private thing between 
her and me!"

Gilliam paused for a brief 
second, eyeing all the men in 
the trailer before letting his 
gaze rest on Roberts. "Boy, I 
ought to kill you right now but 
I'm not going to. Im going to 
take my daughter home and 
you can go on about whatever 
you do. Just don't never let me 
see you again."

Something about the un­
armed old crippled man; some­
thing more than the barely 
controlled wrath in his voice, 
caused the men in the trailer to 
freeze in their footsteps as they 
watched him escort his daugh­
ter out.

If Gilliam had hoped that 
would be the end of it, he was 
sadly mistaken. In the morn-
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Rodney Dangerfield
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Hobby Shop

(256)536-3303 or (256) 852-1222

Our New Location:
2620 Mem.Pkwy. NW, Ste.C 

North of Max Luther on Pkwy.

Phone 256-533-5667
Located at the SE corner of Governors & Memorial Parkway

http://www.PODS.com
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ing's early hours, before the 
sun came up, the family was 
awakened by the sound of an 
automobile and loud cursing. 
Gilliam quickly grabbed his 
overalls and started for the 
front door when he was star­
tled by the sound of breaking 
glass followed almost instantly 
by a wall of flames.

In spite of all the noise and 
confusion of the inferno, the 
whole family swore they heard 
Roberts laughing as the car 
drove away.

Although no one was hurt 
in the fire, the house was de­
stroyed and all of their meager 
possessions lost. After salvag­
ing what little they could from 
the ruins, Gilliam drove to the 
Huntsville bus depot where 
he put his family on a bus to 
Chicago where his wife's sister 
lived.

Word of the fire and of Gil­
liam sending his family to Chi­
cago had spread throughout 
the community. Several neigh­
bors, though taking great pains 
not to get involved, stopped by 
the ruins of the house to see the 
carnage from the night before. 
The first thing they noticed was 
Gilliam with a pick and shovel 
still working in the well.

Trying to make conver­
sation, neighbors remarked, 

"That well will come in handy 
next summer won't it?"

Without pausing in his la­
bor, Gilliam replied in a barely 
audible mumble, "Ain't going 
to need it. Going to Chicago."

Many townspeople were 
even more puzzled by the fact 
that Gilliam had not snowed up 
at the sheriff's office to swear 
out a warrant for the arson. Un­
til he made a complaint there 
was nothing the authorities 
could do.

That same night an unidenti­
fied person threw several sticks 
of dynamite under the "Clip 
Joint." The trailer was totally 
destroyed and its occupants, 
cut and bruised, barely escaped. 
People assumed that Gilliam 
was responsible, probably 
last measure of revenge bi 
joining his family in Chicago.

"If he was responsible," 
people theorized, "that boy had 
it coming." Almost everyone 
had heard of Roberts' abuse of 
his child bride and of the arson 
he undoubtedly had commit-

' as a 
before

Free Attorney Consultation for Bankruptcy
The Law Firm of

MITCHELL HOWIE

-A-Hiod
Photocopy

Quality Reproductions 
Black & White <*v Color

A dog gave birth to 
puppies near the 

road and was cited for 
littering.

Legal Services - Probate - Estate Planning - Wills 

533-2400
No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal 

services performed by other lawyers.

RESTAURANT 
MENU SECTION

Sizzling Fajitas Are Our Specialty"

J* "All You C«r« T. Ei»" Evtry W.dn.td.y 5PM - 9PM
Special Lunch Buffet Men - Fri 11AM I* 2PM 

Lunch Speciale Saturday
Closed Sunday

COMPLETE TAKE OUT MENU 
BANQUET FACILITIES

V
1008 MEMORIAL PKWY

LM^r «

VOTED HUNTVILLE'S BEST MEXICAN RESTAURANT

256-559-6075 • 256-554-9161
FAX 256-536-4639
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O'Lt DAO'6 W-&-Q

r

It's Cooked In The Pit"
828-8777 828-8778

Bill A Rosemary Leatherwood, owners

Ask For Our Special 
Kid's Menu!

Give the family a treat. Pick up some of 
our Bar-B-Q for tonight!

Pork Sandwich 
Chicken Sandwich 
Turkey Sandwich 
Rib Sandwich 
Pork Plate 
1/2 Chicken Plate 
Ribs (Slab) 
Ribs (1/2 Slab) 
Whole Chicken 
Whole Shoulders 
French Fries 
Potato Salad 
Pies 
Baked Beans 
Green Beans 
Hushpuppies

We Sell

W There’s nothing better than barbeque!!
FOrder BBQ, Savory Ribs and all the fixin’s.

Specialty Items
Salads
Hot bogs
Hamburgers
Slaw bogs
Chili bogs
Cheeseburgers
Plate binners
Chicken Fingers
Rib Plates
1,2 A 3 lb. Pork Specials

and much more!!!

Give your wife a break from the kitchen 
tonight! Order OLE bAb’S BAR-B-Q.

BAR-B-Q by The Pound!
14163 Highway 231/431 North 

Located in the beautiful city of Hazel Green
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ted. For many people there was 
even a certain amount of wish­
ful reminiscing about the "old 
days when the Klan took care 
of his kind."

Gilliam had not left town, 
though. The next morning he 
was back at the well working 
at a feverish pace. Neighbors, 
curious at his strange behav­
ior but still not wanting to get 
involved, stopped by several 
times during the day trying to 
draw the old man into a conver­
sation. Gilliam, after politely 
acknowledging their presence, 
continued digging, refusing all 
attempts at conversation.

Late that afternoon neigh­
bors saw him sitting on top of 
the huge pile of dirt next to the 
well. Something about the way 
he sat silently staring into the 
hole made it apparent that the 
well was finally finished.

That evening, about 9 
o'clock, Roberts was sitting at 
the bar in the White Castle, a 
notorious speakeasy located 
near the intersection of Meridi­
an Street and Winchester Road. 
With all of his cronies gath­
ered around, he was basking 
in his new notoriety as he talk­
ed about running the Gilliam 
family out of Madison County.

Most of the patrons, howev­
er, tried to ignore Roberts. The 
incidents of the past few days 
had disgusted them. Probably 
what bothered them the most, 
though no one would say it out 
loud, was the fact that they had 
let it happen without doing 
anything.

Suddenly the whole place 
got quiet as people focused on 
a solitary figure standing in the 
doorway, holding a shotgun 
leveled at Roberts. Some people 
said it was 'ol man Gilliam, but 
other people, probably wiser, 

“Even doctors make 
mistakes. Mine asked 

me to undress.”

Maxine

said there was no resemblance.
Without saying a word, let­

ting the motions of his gun give 
the orders, the figure directed 
Roberts outside. A backward 
glance insured that no one 
would follow.

Some people claimed to 
have heard a gunshot moments 
later but others, after careful 
thought, insisted it was just a 
car backfiring.

By the next morning almost 
everyone in Huntsville had 
heard of the evening's strange 
events. Gilliam's neighbors, 
embarrassed because they 
hadn't helped, drove by the 
burned out homestead. The 
place looked much the same 
as it had the day before with 
personal belongings scattered 
across the yard and partially 
burnt timbers swaying in the 
wind. There was no sign of Gil­
liam, though.

The only sign that someone 
had been there since the day 
before was the well. It had been 
completely filled up.

Roberts was never seen 
again. Some people in Hunts­
ville, perhaps a lot wiser than 
most, said he probably left 
town suddenly due to unex­
pected business."

More than likely they felt, 
as Sheriff Blakemore was later 
overheard saying, "It was just 
a family matter.'

Center for Hearing, LLC
7531 S. Memorial Parkway Suite C Huntsville, Al 35802

Phone (256) 489-7700

• Free Hearing Tests and Consultations
• Zero down financing with low payments
• Competitive pricing
• Service and repair of all brands and makes of aids
• Hearing aid batteries
• Appointments - Monday thru Friday from (8:00 am 

until 5:00 pm) and Saturday upon requestMaurice Gant, BC-HIS
Board Certified Hearing 

Instrument Specialist

West Station 
Antiques 

Come visit us in 
Owens Cross Roads at the 
Historic Hornbuckle Garage 

on old Hwy 431.

Phone (256) 725-BOOK (2665)

Books - Paper Items 
Postcards - Linens - Quilts 
Pottery - China - Glassware 

Sterling Silver - Jewelry 
Furniture

Visit us at our website: 
www.gibsonbooks.com

3037 Old Highway 431
Owens Cross Roads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

New Hours-. Thurs - Sat 10 - 5
Sun -1 - 5

To be sure you hit the 
target, shoot first and 

call whatever you hit, the 
target.

00506041

http://www.gibsonbooks.com
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News 
from 1875

Joe Graham, above 
Triana, had all his outhouses 
and fences blown down dur­
ing the late storm. Many of the 
houses were also blown down 
at the Nick Lewis place.

- Runaway from my resi­
dence about 3 miles northwest 
of Huntsville, during my ab­
sence on the 9th., James Cart­
er, a bound boy about fifteen 
years of age escaped. Said boy 
when leaving had on a black 
sack cloth coat and gray jeans 
pantaloons. Description: rath­
er small for his age, fair skin, 
round face, blue eyes, rather 
low forehead, and very black 
thick hair. I forewarn any man 
from harboring him. He has 

“Gun control is not about 
guns; it is about control.”

John Adams

no relatives in Alabama and it 
would be to his advantage to 
have him returned. Thos. H. 
Hewlett

- The city is now burning 
Monte Sano coal, taken from 
the mines in our immediate vi­
cinity, and it appears to be of 
very high quality. It is surpris­
ing that the mines are not more 
extensively worked. Ruben 
Street is engaged in delivery of 
this coal to our homes daily.

- The friends of Dr. Burritt 
will regret to learn that his con­
dition is not improved by the 
operation performed on his lip. 
The cancerous affliction was 

DAVID WAGGET7
SALES REPRESENTATIVE

WOODY AftDERSOft FORD
Work: 256-539-9441 2500 Jbrdan Lane
Cell: 256-783-2359 Huntsville, Alabama 35814

Email: dwaggett@woodyandersonford.com

perhaps more deeply seated 
than was at first supposed. He 
will go from St. Louis to Hot 
Springs and spend a short time.

- Citizens are warned that 
pigs running loose in the down­
town will no longer be toler­
ated. This business has gone 
on far too long, and it is hoped 
that a few hefty fines will put 
an end to it.

- Mollie Turner was locked 
up last evening for attempting 
to kill her husband again, this 
time with a shovel.

©iff Sill
* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury

* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A Job - It’s Our Mission’ 

929 Merchants Walk (256) 534-4502 Office
Huntsville, Al (256) 534-4503 Fax

(256)233-3328(Athens)

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed 
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

mailto:dwaggett@woodyandersonford.com
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A 
Genealogical 
Nightmare

from 1878 newspaper

One of the most sensational 
cases ever to appear before our 
court system is due to go to tri­
al next week in Judge Ramsay's 
court.

Mr. Allan Dement, a 7T 
year old resident of this city 
is charged with the crime of 
marrying his granddaughter. 
According to reports, Mr. De­
ment returned from the war to 
find his home burned and fam­
ily scattered to the four winds. 
Finally after much difficulty he 
was able to locate his grand­
daughter, who was at the time 
living in Jackson all alone, but 
for her four children. She too 
had become separated from 
her family.

The couple soon set up 

house together and began liv­
ing a life as man and wife along 
with her children who were his 
great grandchildren but were 
now his stepchildren, mak­
ing them their mother's uncles 
by marriage. After the grand­
daughter/wife sensed signs 
of approaching motherhood, 
a quick visit before a justice of 
the peace was arranged. When 
the child was born it became 
the mother's son/great uncle, 
the father's son/great grand­
son and the half brother and 
great-great uncle of the other 
children.

Soon, however, her eldest 
son (the great grandson of its 
stepfather and the great neph­
ew of his half brother) began a 
correspondence with his aunt 
who was also Dement's grand­
daughter. The aunt/grand­
daughter, upon hearing the 
news immediately notified her 
great uncle who was also De­
ment's brother who paid a per­
sonal visit to his great nephew 
who was his brother's stepson.

I R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC.~

533-9016
Woody 

flndjzrson 
Ford

On the eorngr of 
Jordan tanp & 

Sparkman €>rivg

25 6-539-9441
www.woodgand^rsonford.eom

Yes, our trucks come 
with a rearview mirror.

No, we haven't used 
it in 30 years. BUILT

TOUGH
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1The great nephew/stepson and brother/ 

great uncle then notified the judge (no kin) 
who issued a writ for the arrest of the grandfa- 
ther/husband and granddaughter/wife.

The child has been placed in care of its 
half brother who is also his nephew and his 
mother's uncle by marriage. The trial is sure to 
attract a lot of relatives.

News from 1904

Easy Dessert Pie
9” graham cracker pie crust, baked 5 minutes at 325 
11rg. box Jello, any flavor
8 oz. carton sour cream
8 oz. carton Cool Whip
Blend all ingredients, mixing well. Pour into cooled 

graham cracker crust and refrigerate for several hours. 
Frost with extra Cool Whip as you serve.

- We beg to announce that Hutchens & 
Murdock have been appointed sole agents for 
the Block Light in the city of Huntsville and 
that the light is on exhibition at their offices.

The Block Light will give 300 candle power 
and save half your gas bills. It takes six inch 
electric lights to give the light of one Block 
Light. Satisfaction guaranteed or money re­
funded.

- As the result of a runaway accident near 
the Wade Mattress Factory yesterday after­
noon, Mrs. R. B. Searcy was badly injured and 
Mrs. Frank J. Thompson was painfully bruised.

The ladies were driving in front of the fac­
tory when the horse got his tail over one of the 
reins and began to run. Mrs. Searcy attempted 
to jump out of the buggy and was thrown with 
great force against the ground, the back of her 
head striking against the stone curbing and 
cutting the scalp very badly. Mrs. Thompson 
did not jump but was thrown from the buggy 
a little further down the street. She was pain­
fully bruised but was not cut.

The ladies were attended to by Drs. Rand 
and Brooks and last night both were resting 
quietly.

- Joseph Mason, the well 
known egg and produce dealer, 
was tried before Commission 
Greenleaf yesterday on a charge 
of retailing whiskey.

The revenue men claim that 
Mason has been violating the rev­
enue laws with impunity for sev­
eral years and has kept a whole 
section of Paint Rock Valley sup­
plied with whiskey. Mason, on 
the other hand, claims that he 
was not selling whiskey but that 
he merely took orders for it and 
delivered it to his friends and cus­
tomers whom he desired to ac­
commodate.

John Richard
CRCC

256-603-7110

Specialists 
in Real Estate 

for Seniors
Seniors & Caregivers 

Resources 
& Information

Dick Smith
SRES

256-457-3929

Does this represent you or your parents? You have lived in your 
home for the last 20 to 50 years. Your home used to be filled with 
growing children, the neighborhood kids, and now it’s empty. You 
have fond memories of happy times and memories of some sad 
times. The time has come to move on. You want more time to 
relax and have a simpler lifestyle. Between the cleaning, house 
maintenance and lawn mowing, you find no time or energy to do 
the things you really want to do. Maybe you need to move to a 
smaller home, patio home, or assisted living facility. We can help 
you or a loved one downsize.

Team Richard

Get answers to frequently 

asked questions. Log on to 

www. teamrichardrealtors. com, 
and click on link for | 

Caregivers Library. |

Alpha Estate Sales & Appraisals I
Personal Property Collectible & Antique Estate Auction
We will help you sell all of your estate, including fine art, 

fprniture, jewelry, china, porcelain and more

Experience, Professionalism 
and Excellence to each of our 

customers

Bob Baker, H.S.C.A., 
Owner
Gary Lee Knight, 
Sales Manager 
Visit our website for 

upcoming sales

www.alphaestatesales.corr

1214 Meridian Street (256) 536-3117

http://www.alphaestatesales.corr
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Heard On 
the Street 

by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to our win­
ner for the Photo of the Month 
for September. The handsome 
boy was of course John Shaver 
of Shaver's books, and the as­
tute lady who was first to call 
was Nancy Land Fried, of Taft 
Tennessee. Nancy was raised 
in Huntsville and attended 
Johnson High. She was an RN 
at Humana, Red Cross and 
Bradford Health Services. Con­
gratulations to you Nancy!

Rosemary Leatherwood, 
who with her dear husband 
Bill owns Ole Dad's BBQ, is 
remembering her sweet Mom, 
Mary Branche Richardson, 
who died two years ago Nov. 
12. Loved ones are never re­
ally gone when we think about 
them all the time and remem­
ber their impact on our life.

A special Hello goes out 
to Phil Taylor, Jr. who lives 
in Georgia, from Mom Sherry 
Taylor and Dad Phil Taylor of 
Hampton Cove. They sure do 
miss him!

Carolyn Hall is a Relation­
ship Banker at BB&T and is 
proud of her daughter Kelley 
King who just celebrated her 
32nd birthday. Kelley is an RN

Ruth’s Nutrition
Life is beautiful -

enjoy every minute of it.
Herbs - Vitamins - Massage - Reflexology 

Natural Foods - Master Herbalist 
Auricular Therapy - Magnetic Therapies 

Electrodermal Testing - Children’s Products

7540-P South Memorial Pkwy 
Rosie’s Shopping Center 

Huntsville, Alabama

at the Surgery Center. Also hav­
ing a birthday is Kristyn Tow­
ers, that smiling lady you see 
as Teller Supervisor at BB&T.

We were very sorry to hear 
of the death of Robert "Bob" 
Biss, at only 79. Bob had not 
been well but it's always hard 
when we lose loved ones. Our 
deepest sympathy goes his son 
Scott Biss and the rest of the 
family and many friends.

Happy Birthday to our 
friend Brenda Hicox! She is the 
sweetest person.

Linda Gardiner brought 
information recently about 
Father Alan Mackey, who is 
pastor for St. Jude Parish in 
Scottsboro, Al. and is Chaplain 
for the Traditional Latin Mass 
Community. Father Mackey 
was honored at the 10th anni­
versary of his ordination, host­
ed by Our Lady Help of Chris­
tians Traditional Latin Mass 

Hint: This little boy is well 
known for his music.

(256) 883-4127
Open Mon - Sat 

info@ruthsnutrition.com

community in Huntsville. The 
pastor's mother was there to 
celebrate, as well as Father 
Bede of St. Bermard's Abbey 
and Father Glen Sayers, pas­
tor of St. Mary's in Huntsville.

Linda and Bill Drake of 
Huntsville recently celebrated 
their 38th wedding anniver­
sary and we're very proud 
of them! Congratulations on 
your surprising longevity!

Newman Ward (he liked to 
be called Bill and wrote some 
really poignant stories for this 
magazine) was a mailman in 
Huntsville in 1934 and lived 
here for many years. He passed 
away at 94 years old in April of 
this year, living in California 
with his son, but his final wish 
was that he be cremated and 
buried here in Huntsville at 
Maple Hill along with his wife 
Bessie (Church) s ashes.

Their daughter Lynn Erck- 
mann traveled here from 
Washington State to get that 
accomplished and it was a re­
ally memorable gathering. 
One of the ladies in attendance 
was 97 year-old Lucille Hines 
who was hired by Newman

The first person to correctly 
identify the youngster below wins a 
1-year complimentary subscription 
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502 

mailto:info@ruthsnutrition.com


to help with his mom, who 
was terminally ill. When the 
mother died, Lucille stayed on 
as housekeeper and nanny to 
Newman's two children, Fred 
and Lynn. At the time of this 
event at Maple Hill, Lynn had 
not seen Lucille in 63 years! 
Lucille is an absolutely beauti­
ful lady, inside and out.

Also in attendance at the 
event was Hazel Church, who 
is 92 years old and a lovely 
lady, a true southern belle. Ha­
zel is a Huntsvillian and was 
married to Brooks Church, 
whom many remember as 
managing a baseball team in 
Huntsville years ago. All in all 
it was a moving and nostalgic 
return home for Newman and 
his dear wife, Bessie.

Happy 90th Birthday to that 
handsome Joseph Owens of 
Largo, Fl. Joe lived in Hunts­
ville for some time but moved 
south for that warm weather.

The 2010 Maple Hill Cem­
etery Stroll was a fabulous 
success this year, due in large 
part to the perfect weather. 
With temps in the high 70s 
and no rain, there were thou­
sands of people in attendance 
to watch the reenactments of 
famous and infamous people 
who helped make Huntsville's 
history. One who attracted 
large crowds was Jan Doming 
(Sheriff Blake Dorning's wife) 
who was Elizabeth Routt. She 
recounted having been mar­
ried numerous times and be­
ing accused of killing all of her 
husbands, then placing their 
hats on a hat rack on the front 
porch. Ron Cooper, co-owner 
of In Bloom on Pratt Avenue, 
was very entertaining, along 
with his favorite super-produc­
ing butter fat cow Lily Flagg. 
All in all, a very memorable 
and fun event.

Linda Atkinson was one 
of those ladies who loved to 
help others. She was a nurtur­
ing, caring and sweet individ­
ual who never put herself first. 
Linda passed away in October 

at the young age of 71, and was 
a charter member of Grace Fel­
lowship Seventh-Day Adven­
tist Church. Our condolences 
to her family and her very spe­
cial friend, Joyce Russell of 
New York Life.

We were very happy to 
hear that the individuals who 
had been responsible for day­
time robberies in the Old Town 
and 5 Points neighborhoods 
have been caught. If you ever 
see something suspicious, it's 
better to call the police than to 
hesitate and be sorry later.

Did you know that in 1940 
Huntsville was on its way to 
being called "The City of Dog­
woods" when Henry B. Chase 
donated thousands of dog­
wood trees from his nursery?

Happy birthday to my 
beautiful daughter Stephanie 
Troup, who celebrates a Nov. 
16 birthday. You're the best 
daughter ever, Steph.

Dave Smith's Dad Frank 
Smith lives in Grayson, Geor­
gia and has had some pretty 
hard medical challenges lately 
but he's got a great attitude and 
is on the mend! One of Frank's 
best friends is Marvin Thomas. 
Frank was the first Director of 
the Cahaba Temple Buffoon 
Unit in 1971/72. Dave wants 
to tell his Dad how much he 
thinks of him and that he hopes 
he is feeling better in no time!

UNITED CLEANING 
SERVICE 

533-7163
Louie Tippett, Owned & Operated 209 Parkway Drive, Huntsville I

Specializing in: Carpet, Drapery & Upholstery, Oriental 
Rugs, Mini-Blinds, Removal of Unwanted Odors
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The annual Historic Lowry 

House Halloween party was 
packed with ghouls and gob­
lins and a few folks in normal 
clothing and was a blast for all 
who attended. Chris Kelly did 
the emceeing and everyone en­
joyed him. People are already 
asking about the date for next 
year!

We wish you a warm, won­
derful Thanksgiving with your 
family and friends.

Discount Designer Shoes 
& Upscale Consignment

We have 
relocated! Please 
call us to set up 

your personal appoint­
ment to view high-end 

clothing, purses & 
shoes in our new 

location!

Holmes Ave. & White St.

(256) 489-7837

UNITED 
FIRE & WATER

DAMAGE
RESTORATION



Old Huntsville Page 20

O RECIPES

Lee
-vz

high Sck oo I Mag net
Favorite Recipes (1994)

Crab Dip

1/2 lb. flaked crabmeat
1 T. milk
8 oz. pkg. softened cream 

cheese
1/4 c. sour cream
1 T. lemon juice
1 clove garlic, pressed
3 T. chopped green onions
Blend cream cheese and 

sour cream til smooth,. Stir 
in remaining ingredients and 
season to taste. Chill for a few 
hours. Stir, season and serve 
with vegetables or crackers.

Mary Ayers

I puif Dip

8 oz. cream cheese
1 c. powdered sugar
12 oz. Cool Whip 
1/4 c. lemon juice

Mix cream cheese and 

powdered sugar, then add re­
maining ingredients. Delicious 
with cantaloupe and apples!

Debbie Ivey, CNP Staff

Baked Beans, Deluxe

1 lb. ground beef
3 cans baked beans 
1/2 c. brown sugar
1 c. ketchup
2 T. Worcestershire
3 T. mustard
1/2 green pepper, chopped
1 onion, medium, chopped

Brown beef in skillet. Mix 
all ingredients in a casserole 
dish. Add meat and bake cov­
ered for 1 hour at 350 degrees.

Diane Morrison, Secretary

Jalapeno Pepper Bread

11/2 c. self-rising corn meal
1 8-oz. carton sour cream

1/2 c. shortening, melted
3 eggs, beaten
1 7-oz. can whole kernel 

corn, with liquid
2 jalapeno pepper, seeded 

and chopped
Combine cornmeal, sour 

cream, eggs, shortening, corn 
and peppers in a medium mix­
ing bowl, mix well. Pour batter 
into a well-greased 10 1/2 inch 
cast-iron skillet. Bake at 425 de­
grees for 20 minutes or golden 
brown. Serve warm.

Betty W. Jacks

Banana Tea Bread

1/2 c. butter 
11/3 c. sugar 
2 eggs
1/4 c. sour cream plus 2 T. 

milk
2 T. almond extract
2 c. flour

EVERY 
MONDAY 
IS FAMILY
NIGHTI

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner. 
Featuring a full menu and the best

country breakfast in town!

Pvery Monday night Kids eat Free!
One child, 10 and under, eats free from our 

new kid’s menu with each paid adult entree. 
Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY.SW 881-4851 
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast 
8412 WHITESBURG DR So. 882-0841

Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS:
THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS
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11/ 2 t. baking powder
1/2 t. soda
1/4 t. salt
1 c. mashed ripe banana
11/2 c. chopped pecans

Cream butter and sugar 
til light and fluffy. Add eggs, 
sour cream, milk, and almond 
extract, mix well. Combine dry 
ingredients. Add to cream mix­
ture, alternately with bananas, 
mix well. Stir in nuts and pour 
into a greased 9 x 5" inch loaf 
pan. Bake at 350 for 1 hour and 
10 minutes - do not overcook!

J. Crump

Bean Ckalupa

1 lb. pinto beans (dry)
3 lb. pork roast (Boston butt)
7 c. water
1 onion, chopped
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 T. salt
2 T. chili powder
1 T. cumin
11. oregano
1 can green chilies

Trim pork roast of all 
fat; wash beans and get rid 
of stones. Dump all in a large 
stock pot and cook on medium 
to low on top of stove with lid 
on for 4 hours. Remove lid and 
cook another hour to remove 
most of the liquid. Shred meat, 
removing all bone, and serve 
with tortillas or place on small 

Fritos and top with beans, 
chopped lettuce, tomatoes, 
avocado, onions, cheese, sour 
cream, ripe olives and salsa.

Dede Martin

Reese Cups

1 box powdered sugar
2 sticks butter, melted
1 c. smooth peanut butter
8 oz. chocolate chips 
1/4 stick paraffin

Combine sugar, butter 
and peanut butter and roll into 
balls; cool. Melt chocolate and 
paraffin together slowly, and 
dip the balls into this. Let cool.

Susan Carr

Cheppq Crunch

1/21. lemon juice 
1 pkg. white cake mix 
1/2 c. chopped nuts
1 16 oz. can cherry pie fill­

ing
1 stick butter, melted
In a greased 9" square bak­

ing dish put the cherry pie fill­
ing. Sprinkle with the lemon 
juice. Mix the cake mix, nuts 
and butter (will be lumpy) and 
spoon this over the cherries. 
Bake at 350 degrees for 45-50 
minutes - can be served warm 
with homemade ice cream or 
cold out of the fridge!

Charlotte Barkley
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Lost Towns
by Tom Kenny

Look younger 
than your daughter!

Located a few miles outside of Huntsville were 
once two thriving communities by the names of 
Mullins Flat and Pond Beat. Today, if one tried 
to locate them, all one would find are manicured 
fields fenced in by the fences surrounding Red­
stone Arsenal.

Most of us are familiar with the government, in 
time of need, taking the land a house or a business 
sits on, but few people realize that at the beginning 
of the Second War whole communities were erased
from the face of the earth.

Pond Beat got its name from a series of ponds, 
Mack Pond, Rock Pond, Round Pond and others 
that extended from Pond Beat nearly to Triana.

The two communities were separated by a 
branch of Indian Creek. Mullin's Flat was north
of the creek, Pond Beat to the south. These old 
communities lacked electricity, plumbing and 
telephones. Some of the houses had dirt floors and 
makeshift heating.

Many of the people occupying these commu­
nities were poor, very poor, but others were quite 
affluent. In Mullin's Flat there were over fifty black 
families and five white families. The community 
was not integrated but everyone got along very 
well.

Many of the residents were tenant farmers, 
providing labor for the land owner in exchange 
for a place to live and a share of the crop, usually 
a third or a fourth.

Most of the land was owned by individuals 
who were the children or grandchildren of former 
slaves. They farmed the land, owned businesses, 
stores, gins and mills and ran their own commu­
nities.

Peddlers called "rolling stores" visited both 
communities once a week, selling household 
goods, foodstuffs, sweets and personal needs. 
Mail was delivered by horseback. The riders came

Frazier Home Inspections Inc.
Inspections performed 
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Johnny Frazier, Inspector 
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Before you buy a home - have it 
inspected by a professional
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from Talucah in Morgan County by ferryboat, 
delivered the mail and ferried back home. Later 
mail was delivered by automobile.

The three room, wood framed Silver Hill 
School of Mullin's Flat located off present Dodd 
Road had an enrollment of about 150 black 
students. The school was financed partly by 
the Julius Rosenwald Fund of Chicago to help 
black schools in the South. Rosenwald funded 
one-third of the money, the State of Alabama 
funded one-third and the balance was supplied 
by the Mullin's Flat community. Most of the 
community funding was supplied by several 
of the wealthy black farmers.

James P. Burns, who died in 1919 of double 
pneumonia, was a resident of Mullin's Flat. He 
operated a general store, a blacksmith shop and 
forge, and a carpentry shop which specialized 
in the manufacturing of caskets.

The Horton School, located in Pond Beat, 
like the Silver Hills School, was funded jointly 
by the Rosenwald Fund, the State and the Com­
munity. In the early days of Pond Beat there 
was a large southern mansion and plantation 
near the Tennessee River. The building was 
demolished in 1982. The land became part of 
the Redstone Arsenal. The house had been oc­
cupied at times by the Childress family and the 
Jones family.

The government moved rapidly in its efforts 
to acquire the lands of Mullin's Flat and Pond 
Beat. The Quartermaster General filed a petition 
on July 23rd, 1941 for the seizure of the lands.

The U.S. District Court of Northern Ala­
bama entered an order granting possession of 
the lands to the Government as of noon July 
24th, 1941.

The Federal Land Bank of New Orleans, 
acting as a consultant to the 
Government, made an ap­
praisal of each tract. Most of 
the land owners accepted the 
evaluation. A few owners went 
to court to protest the Govern­
ment evaluation and offer. The 
Government permitted the 
land owners to remain in pos­
session of their property until 
crops were harvested.

The Churches in the two 
communities merged and 
formed the Center Grove United 
Church. When their congrega­
tions were forced to move, the 
original church was dismantled 
ana moved to the corner of Jor­
dan Land and Mastin Lake Road 
in Huntsville.

Many of the old residents

Old Huntsville Page 23 
of the two communities believed the large black 
ownership (about 80%) of the land was influential 
in the area being chosen for the arsenal. When 
the Government decided to build the arsenal, the 
property owners had no choice but to sell. As one 
old resident said, "They set the price and we had 
to accept it."

Still, the coming of the arsenal was a Godsend 
for many of the tenant farmers and their families.

Today the towns are but memories for the 
people who once lived there.
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Old Southern Superstitions

* Amber beads, worn as a necklace, can 
protect against illness and cure colds.
* If someone is sweeping and sweeps 
over your feet, you’ll never get married.
* To predict the sex of a baby: Suspend 
a golden wedding ring held by a piece of 
thread over the palm of the pregnant girl. 
If the rings swings in an oval or circular 
motion the baby will be a girl. If the ring 
swings straight up and down the baby 
will be a boy.
* Seeing an ambulance is very unlucky 
unless you pinch your nose and hold 
your breath until you see a black or 
brown dog.
* Spit on a new bat the first time you 
use it to make it lucky.
* Do not ever lean a broom against the 
bed. The evil spirits in the broom will cast 
a spell on the bed.
* A loaf of bread should never be turned 
upside down after a slice has been cut 
from it.
* Always carry an acorn with you to bring 
luck and ensure a good, long life.
* The sound of bells will frighten away 
evil spirits because they’re afraid of loud 
noises.
* “To prevent an unwelcome guest from 
returning, immediately sweep out the 
room they were staying in.

Steve Cappaert
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651-7517 Mobile
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Slave Revolt
by Charles Rice

"Startling news!" wrote Dan­
iel Robinson Hundley in his di­
ary on May 18,1861. "I have just 
learned that a Vigilance Com­
mittee in Triana has ferreted 
out a most hellish insurrection 
plot among the slaves, and in 
consequence I expect to go out 
patrolling tonight, something I 
never did before. I have already 
rode about thirty miles 
today, but I do not ex­
pect to close my eyes 
tonight."

Fort Sumter had 
been fired on only a 
fortnight before, and 
both North and South 
were intoxicated with 
war fever. Septimus D. 
Cabaniss, a Huntsville 
lawyer known for his 
cool head, apparently 
had some doubts.

"In the winter & 
spring after the elec­
tion of Mr. Lincoln," 
said Cabaniss, "there 
was an apprehension 
in the minds of many 
of our citizens & espe­
cially the ladies, that 
there would be an In­
surrection among the 
slaves. This increased, 
after three compa­
nies of volunteers had 
gone to the Confeder­
ate Army, leaving no 
military organization 
in the county.

"To allay this ex­
citement, nearly every 
male citizen of Hunts­
ville & vicinity be­
tween the ages of four­
teen & eighty years, 
voluntarily united in 
a military association, 

forming a small battalion.
"As a consequence of this 

uneasiness & the state of the 
country, there was, as is usual 
in times of high excitement, 
a disposition upon the part 
of some of the community 
to take the law in their own 
hands; and when the military 
association was formed, it was 
agreed that it should be under 
the control & direction of a

W CHOPHOUSE ■ HUMPHREY'S - MASON S
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committee of nine citizens, elected 
at the time of its organization, who 
should be charged with the duty 
of investigating any matters which 
the safety of the community might 
seem to require."

Cabaniss agreed to serve on 
the Committee of Safety only 
because of "his knowledge of the 
high character of the gentlemen 
associated with him for intelli­
gence, integrity & discretion, and 
the belief that the existence of that 
committee would serve to allay 
excitement, and to prevent less 

http://www.washingtonsqiiaregroup.net
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discrete persons from taking the 
law in their own hands."

Cabaniss served on the Com­
mittee of Safety in Huntsville, 
and it appears this council was 
indeed of an exemplary nature. 
"Several startling reports were 
brought before the committee," 
noted Cabaniss, "of insurrec­
tionary plots which, when care­
fully investigated, proved to be 
without foundation."

In neighboring Limestone 
County, however, the situation 
continued to be tense. Daniel 
R. Hundley became a member 
of another Committee of Public 
Safety - one considerably less 
discrete than Huntsville's.

On May 20, 1862, wrote 
Hundley, tbe Mooresville com­
mittee investigated "the insur­
rectionary movements of the 
slaves in the neighborhood of 
my father's residence. We have 
punished several, and the testi­
mony elicited is very startling. 
The whole servile population 
appears to be disaffected, and 
the most egregious falsehoods 
everywhere pass current among 
them."

The following day, Hundley 
wrote, "It seems the Negroes 
have concluded that Lincoln is 
soon going to free them all, and 
they are everywhere making 
preparations to aid him when 
he makes his appearance."

Was this simply wishful 
thinking on the part of the 

slaves, or was someone inciting 
them in this erroneous belief? 
The committee determined to 
find out. "So far as our inves­
tigations have now extended," 
wrote Hundley on May 23, 
"we are led to believe that Pe­
ter Mud, Andrew Green, and 
Nicholas Moore, slaves, and one 
or two free Negroes, aided by 
base white men, are the leaders 
of the proposed servile insur­
rection."

Two days later, the mem­
bers of the various Limestone 
County committees "met with 
the Triana Committee in Triana. 
This committee has already 
hung one free Negro, named 
Jacobs, and today had up an 
old English abolitionist, who, 
for lack of proper evidence, was 
sent to Huntsville jail to await 
further action of the Commit­
tee." Matters were definitely 
becoming serious.

On May 26, another man 
was hung, this time a slave in 

Huge gun 
selection
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Mooresville. "A jury of twelve 
men selected by his overseer, 
were allowed to hear the evi­
dence against him, and after­
wards bring in their verdict - it 
being the design of the citizens 
to preserve the spirit of the law 
at all events, although it may be 
necessary in these exciting and 
dangerous times to override the 
letter thereof."

Was there in fact a slave plot, 
or was it simply hysteria caused 
by the tensions of the times? On 
May 27, a third man was ex­
ecuted. "Andrew Green, one of 
the instigators and leaders of the 
conspiracy, was hung in Triana. 
He made a partial confession."

However, Peter Mud's mas­
ter, Dr. John Pickett, still re­
mained unconvinced. Pickett 
sent Mud off by train to try to 
protect him. "We sent one of 
our Committee men after the 
fugitive," wrote Hundley, "and 
were informed by telegraph that 
the police had secured him in

J.C. Vaughn 
President
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Memphis."

On May 30.1861. the Triana 
Committee met once again. 
"First we tried a free Negro, 
who was sentenced to the peni­
tentiary for life," noted Hund­
ley. "We then tried parson Peter 
Mud. Peter was proven to be 
one of the principal conspira­
tors, but the influence of his 
master's family in his behalf 
was great - however, he was 
found guilty by the jury, and 
was hung about half an hour 
after sundown."

Tellingly, those who knew 
Peter Mud best believed in his 
innocence. The following day. 
"Two Negroes were tried, but 
the final decision in their case 
was postponed for one month - 
in the meantime the Negroes re­
main in Huntsville jail. We also 
tried Bob Williams, white man. 
He was given until Christmas 
to settle up his affairs and leave 
the country."

After this, the tensions began 
to die down. On June 9, Hund­
ley wrote in his diary. "The 
Committee seems to be satisfied 
with their labors thus far, and 
by apparent general consent are 
doing nothing more about the 
Negro Insurrection."

Had a bloody slave revolt 
been prevented? Perhaps. But 
more than likely it was much 
ado about nothing. Four unfor­
tunate black men had lost their 
lives. In contrast, not one slave 
had been punished in Hunts­

ville. In fact, only one person - a 
white man - was sentenced by 
the Huntsville committee.

"It was proved that this 
person had been in Huntsville 
but a few months," wrote Sep­
timus Cabaniss, "was a gambler 
by profession, & came from 
Memphis or New Orleans." The 
unwelcome gambling man was 
simply told to get out town and 
make sure he stayed gone.

Each day 
is a gift.
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Robert K. Dickson, a wealthy 
planter and merchant, "was also 
before the Committee charged 
with uttering disloyal senti­
ments. The facts charged against 
him were investigated. The 
Committee advised him to be 
more discrete in his language, & 
he agreed to do so in the future."

Such was the extent of their 
corrective action.
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Memories
by Mrs. Lola Henley
(Recorded in 1995)

I was born in 1898, in a two room log cabin near 
Paint Rock. My Daddy grew cotton and tobacco. 
One of my earliest memories is my Mother carrying 
me to the fields and placing me on a blanket in the 
shade of a tree while she helped Daddy in the fields.

By the time I was 6 or 7 years old I had to help 
in the fields, too. Daddy made me a cotton pick­
ing sack out of old pillow cases and I helped pick 
cotton. My other job was fetching water for the 
field hands. My cousin and I were both expected 
to pick a certain amount of cotton each day. One 
day, realizing we didn't have enough, we decided 
to put some heavy rocks in our bags to make them 
weigh more.

When Daddy got home from the gin he took a 
belt to both of us. We learned later that the rocks 
had tore the gin up.

Daddy also raised honey bees. After he robbed 
the hives every fall he would take the honey to 
Huntsville where he would trade it with Mr. Har­
rison (Harrison Brothers Hardware). We also dug 
ginseng to trade in town.

Going to town was always a big event for us. 
The night before, Daddy would load the wagon 
with crock jars full of honey packed with straw so 
they wouldn't break. The next morning we would 
get up before daylight, and after Daddy had hitched 
the wagon up, we would start 
for town. Mother always placed 
a quilt behind the wagon seat 
and I would curl up back there 
listening to all the honey jars 
rattle.

About lunch time we would 
stop at a creek to eat our biscuits 
Mother had prepared the night 
before. There was a wooden box 
nailed to a tree next to the creek 
where people would leave mes­
sages for other people. Lots of 
times people would leave a note 
asking you to pick up something 
in town.

Our first stop in town was 
at the Big Spring. All the people 
from out in the county camped 
out there when they went to 
town. Daddy had a piece of

Use ice cube trays for 
storage of your 

very small items.

canvas he would make a tent out of, and that's 
where we spent the night. It was always great 
fun with all the campfires and everyone visit-
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ing back and forth.

The next morning we would hitch the wagon 
and take the honey up to Harrison's (Harrison 
Brothers). Daddy and the man who had the store 
would always argue and shout for what seemed 
like hours and finally they would make a deal. We 
got paid in half cash and. half trade out. Next we 
would look up a man by the name of Foster, who 
always bought our ginseng. He didn't have a store 
or an office, but was always hanging around the 
Courthouse square. He would look at it real care­
fully and if he liked it, we would go to another 
place where they would weigh it.

While Daddy got supplies from Mr. Harrison, 
Mother and I would go shopping at the other 
stores. I still remember the first store-bought dress 
I ever had. Before that they were always made 
from flour sacks.

Someone later told me they had deer in the 
Courthouse yard back then but I don't remember 
it. The only thing I remember about any animals 
there is stepping in mule droppings and Mother 
washing my shoes under the pump. There were 
lots of pigeons too. I remember you could throw 
a piece of bread on the ground and hundreds of 
pigeons would fight over it.

Once Daddy carried us to a hotel for dinner and 
we had oysters. Daddy liked them but Mother and 
I got sick. Most times, however, we just ate at the 
Spring whatever Mother cooked.

The next morning, before the sun came up, we 
would start back for home.

Lost or Stolen
Nine hogs of a reddish nature. The hogs 

are the property of J.D. Kendall and were last 
seen on the streets of Huntsville at the cor­
ner of Clinton and Jefferson. The above has, 
already this year, lost 33 hogs and two milk 
cows to the infidels of the dark who seem 
to be continuously preying upon the trust­
ing manners of our townspeople. A liberal 
reward will be paid.

Rum Syrup
1/2 cup sugar
1/2 cup water
1 cup dark run

Cook sugar and water til a thin syrup is 
formed. Remove from heat and add rum. 
This syrup is very good over most variet­
ies of pound cakes.
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Emmett 
McKinney

By Austin L. Miller

Emmett McKinney, born in 
1927, was my second cousin on 
my mother's side. Like a lot of 
Ryland men in those days he 
enjoyed cursing, smoking and 
drinking. Sometimes he liked 
to get drunk. On one of those 
occasions he got cut in a knife 
fight with the notorious Archie 
Bridges. The wonder was not 
that he had the fight but that he 
survived. Archie was quick to 
settle his disputes with a knife 
and the other fellow usually 
ended up dead. Archie was fi­
nally sent to Kilby prison for 
murder and was found in his 
cell one morning with his throat 
cut. Few tears were shed around 
Ryland over his passing.

Emmett never married and 
always lived at home but he 

often told me about a girl that 
was the love of his life. She un­
expectedly married somebody 
else and it broke his heart.

When his mother died in 
1977, he lived the rest of his 
life alone. He didn't have much 
formal education but was not 
without skills. He was an excel­
lent mechanic and could operate 
as well as repair any kind of 
heavy equipment. He learned 
his trades working for a well
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known mechanic and heavy 
equipment operator named 
Clifford Dean. The story is that 
Mr. Dean was asked to come 
in as the mechanic and third 
partner in a newly established 
Huntsville road construction 
company. But he had his own 
interest and didn't take the of­
fer. When most Ryland people 
had never seen an airplane up 
close, Mr. Dean flew his own 
airplane from a landing strip lo­
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cated behind his house off what 
is now Wall Road. The name 
of the company that Mr. Dean 
reportedly chose not to join was 
Ashburn and Gray. I asked his 
son Kenneth about this and 
Kenneth said he had always 
heard it too but did not know if 
it was true. He said that the only 
person left that would know for 
sure was Cecil Ashburn.

Emmett didn't think much 
of preachers or churches but 
liked Charles McCay, the min­
ister at Shiloh for 29 years. 
Charles tells the story of invit­
ing him to church and Emmett 
promising to come. True to his 
word he came one time and 
that was it. Afterwards he told 
everybody that, "I promised 
that preacher I would come to 
church and 1 did!"

As I grew into a teenager our 
dealings became extensive. He 
befriended me more times than 
I can count or remember. When 
I started to Athens College (now 
Athens State University), I had 
a worn out 1951 Chevrolet se­
dan that I needed for a daily 
commute of about 20 miles one 
way. I didn't think there was 
any way it would make all those 
trips for four years. But Emmett 
was able to keep it running like 
a sewing machine at very little 
expense. In four years I never 
missed a day because my car 
broke down. During those 
years we went to a lot of Drive- 
in movies. If I didn't have any 
money, which was most of the

HL 
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Mandolin
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Repair 

time, he would pay my way. On 
Saturday nights after I got off 
from work at the old down town 
A & P I often visited him. We 
would talk and watch westerns 
on TV until the wee hours.

One of my most pleasant 
memories was Christmas Eve 
1966 just after 1 got home from 
Vietnam. Emmett and I rode 
around all day in his new car 
talking and delivering Christ­
mas presents he had bought for 
relatives and older people in 
the community. At a time when 
soldiers coming home from 
Vietnam almost had to slip back 
in the country to avoid hippies 
and anti war demonstrators, 
every one of these older coun­
try people of my grandparent's 

Cunningham’s Bargain 
Furniture

Shabby Chic Living room pieces
Lamps Desks
Patio Furniture Dressers & small tables
Stone Garden decor Wicker and Rattan

Furniture for every room of the home at 
Bargain Basement Prices!

to,

707 Andrew Jackson Way, just north of Mullins Restaurant 
Mon-Fri 10-5 Sat 10-4

SLINKARD WOODCRAFT, LLC
Greg Slinkard

111 Benson Circle
Huntsville, Al 35806

Office (256) 859-4020

Cell (256) 653-1703

Fax (256) 859-9800

email: slin3305@bcllsouth.net
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generation thanked me for my 
service and told me they were 
glad I was home; they were the 
only ones that did. It was a good 
day that I will always remem­
ber. After the holidays I went to 
work for the State of Alabama 
and he voluntarily loaned me 
enough money to tide me over 
until I got paid.

Emmett worked for the city 
as a mechanic for about ten 
years. That was the longest he 
ever kept any job but in that 
ten years he must have quit ten 
times. Each time they asked 
him to come back. It was prob­
ably some of the best years of 
his life. But the last time he quit 
they didn't call him back. He 
was past fifty and a combina-

109 Jordan Lane 

Huntsville, AL J51J05 

Tel: (256) 430-4729 

Fax: (256) 430-1081

Your Woodcraft Specialist
Beautiful, Unique cabinets made to order

visit us at www.slinkardwoodcraft.com

mailto:slin3305@bcllsouth.net
http://www.slinkardwoodcraft.com
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tion of age and reputation had 
caught up to him. The job offers 
didn't come and he couldn't 
find the high paying jobs that he 
had once known in the private 
sector. He later admitted that 
quitting the city was one of the 
worst mistakes he ever made.

Soon he was scrimping to 
get by and his health began to 
fail. Emmett was not a man to 
depend on others or take char­
ity. To him any kind of welfare 
was an abomination. He had 
proudly lived his life taking 
care of himself and doing what 
he wanted to do without being 
obligated or dependent on any 
man. The prospect of anything 
different was totally unaccept­
able.

One Saturday in September 
of 1983, when I came home for a 
visit, Daddy said to me, "I have 
some bad news, Emmett has just 
killed himself!" He shot himself 
in the head with a pistol. After 
the shock wore off I was not 
surprised. Deep down I knew 
that it was bound to happen. I 
had heard him say many times 
that he would not live if his 
health got bad or if he had 
to depend on the help of 
others. Knowing that did 
not relieve my sorrow at 
his passing, Ke had been 
part of my life from the 
day I was born. I still miss 
him and it is rare for a day 
to go by that I don't think 
of him and very few go by 
that I don't mention his 
name or recall something 
he said.

I sometimes relate 
him to the old country 
and western song titled, 
"I remember the year that 
Clayton Delaney died." 
In me lyrics, Tom T. Hall 
said that when he heard 
Clayton had died, he 
went out into the woods 
and cried.

Well, when I heard 
that Emmett had died, 
I went out behind the 
house and cried.

A Lady of Distinction
Clarissa Douglass, a lady of dubious distinction, was up before 

Squire Figg yesterday on a charge of stealing clothes from Hunts­
ville's merchants.

Miss Douglass' downfall was her penchant for fine clothing 
which she said, "is necessary for any lady in my changed posi­
tion," hence she began a monologue describing why each article 
of the purloined clothing was essential to maintain her position in 
our fair city's society. She found her purse would not withstand 
so heavy a load, but the clothes must be had. Her raid ended on a 
sour note when she attempted to leave the store with three dresses 
in an egg basket, and two hats perched daintily upon her head.

She was brought up before the august presence of Justice Figg, 
who after hearing evidence of the state, bound Clarissa over in a 
bond of $100.00.

From 1866 newspaper

We buy and sell rare coins and collectibles
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The Town of 
Hazel Green

by Jack Harwell

If you spend any time travelling about 
Madison County, you will find communities 
whose origins seem to be lost in the mists of 
history. But each one has a story to tell.

During the early part of the last century, 
people flocked to what is now North Alabama 
from the more populated areas back east. Two 
of the more popular migration routes inter­
sected about 14 miles north of John Hunt's 
cabin at the Big Spring. One was the road 
leading south from Nashville, where the sales 
of lands in the area were recorded. The other 
road ran east west toward Athens and was 
known as the Limestone Road. Also known 
as the Military Road, it brought many settlers 
to Alabama from the Carolinas and Virginia.

By 1809 this crossroads had become a 
busy place. With both hotels and stores, and 
a spring for watering horses, it was becom­
ing a real town, rivalling the settlement at the 
Spring to the south. It was during this period 
that the little community became known as 
Hazel Green. Travellers passing through the 
town were struck by the abundance of green 
hazelnut bushes there. Thus the place where 
the hazel-nuts grew became Hazel Green. One 
version of this story suggests that the name 
was bestowed by none other than Andrew 
Jackson. This is certainly possible, since the 
general and future president was a frequent 
visitor to Huntsville.

Thomas McGeehee came to north Madi­
son County in 1815 and built a mill on a fork 
of the Flint River about two miles north of 
Hazel Green. Another settler, Charles Cabi- 
ness, built a cotton gin in the same area. Both 
the McGeehee mill and the Cabiness gin are 
believed to be the first operations of their kind 
in Madison County, and possibly in the state.

So rapid was Hazel Green's growth that 
the town incorporated in 1821. Five trustees 
were elected in August of that year, and later 
there was a treasurer and a constable. At this 
time, perhaps three or four hundred people 
lived in Hazel Green, making it the third larg-

“Don’t forget to wind the clock before 
you go to bed.”

What you don’t hear anymore 

est city in the county, behind Huntsville and Triana. 
A post office had been established in 1819. But the 
City of Hazel Green was destined for a short life, for 
the articles of incorporation were repealed by the 
state legislature in 1830. Hazel Green has been un­
incorporated ever since, although in the last twenty 
years there has been some sentiment to reincorporate.

During Hazel Green's days as a popular stopover 
for Huntsville-bound travellers, one of the favorite 
lodging places was the Round Mound Inn. Located 
one mile east of the town, this structure was built in 
1847 by a woman with a questionable past. Elizabeth 
Evans Dale had moved to Hazel Green in 1835, hav­
ing recently married a man named Gibbons. Gibbons

Guns Wanted

Good condition, bad condition, rusty, 
missing parts. I buy all types.

256-534-0502
Note: I do not sell guns.
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died shortly after arriving in 
Hazel Green. His widow re­
married - but her new husband 
died soon after. She then mar­
ried Alexander Jefferies, who 
owned a large plantation in the 
area. Eight years later, Jefferies 
passed on as well, and some 
locals began to whisper about 
the woman whose husbands 
seemed to die mysteriously.

Elizabeth was a woman of 
great beauty, which she would 
retain well past her youth, and 
had no trouble attracting rich 
and influential men. Not long 
after burying Mr. Jefferies, she 
married Robert High, a Lime­
stone County legislator. He 
lasted three years. In 1846, Eliza­
beth married for a fifth time, 
this time to Absalom Brown, a 
merchant of New Market. It was 
during her marriage to Brown 
that Elizabeth began construc­

tion of the inn, but he was not 
around for the opening, having 
died suddenly. Now the rumors 
were mentioned more openly. It 
was said that Elizabeth hung the 
hats of each husband on a rack 
in an upstairs hallway. Sup­
posedly, the burial of Absalom 
Brown on the grounds of the inn 
took place late at night.

Elizabeth's sixth marriage, 
to Willis Routt, fared no better 
than the others. He soon fol­
lowed his predecessors to the 
grave. She then began keeping 
company with D. H. Bingham, 
a local schoolteacher. But then 
matters finally came to a head. 
A neighbor, Abner Tate, pub-

“Searching for a new look? 
Have your faith lifted here!”

Seen on sign at local church

“When I read about the 
evils of drinking, I gave 

up reading.”
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Willow Run Adventist Apartments
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* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
* Convenient to Madison Square Mall
* Full Wheelchair accessibility (certain units)
* Transportation provided to Grocery Store owatunItv
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anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to 
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

1915 Rideout Drive, Huntsville, Alabama 35806 (256) 830-1046



lished a book which specifi­
cally charged Elizabeth with the 
murders of her husbands. Tate 
believed Elizabeth and Bingham 
to be responsible for legal prob­
lems he had been experiencing. 
The couple brought libel charg­
es against Tate, which were later 
dropped. Elizabeth sold the inn 
in 1854 and moved to Missis­
sippi, where, it is assumed. She 
spent the remainder of her life.

Hazel Green's first residents 
were attracted to the area by the 
abundance of fertile farmland, 
and the town would always 
remain a farming community. 
The wealthy cotton planters of 
antebellum days were replaced 
after the Civil War by small 
tract farmers. Meanwhile, the 
center of population of Madison 
County shirted to Huntsville.

The road to Huntsville even­
tually became a paved state 
highway, which was widened 
to four lanes in the 1950s. Until 
interstate highways were built, 
it remained the main road from 
Huntsville to Nashville. Many 

of Hazel Green's natives took 
jobs in Huntsville. But change 
always came slowly to Hazel 
Green. A survey done in the 
mid-50s listed 88 cars and 70 
tractors.

The past yields slowly, but 
inexorably. The Round Mound 
Inn burned down in 1968. A 
traffic light now stops traffic 
at the crossroads where travel­
lers once watered their horses 
and marvelled at the hazelnut 
bushes. But Hazel Green is 
still a town centered at a single 
crossroads, just as it was 175 
years ago. And away from the 
main roads, land is still being 
farmed, just as it was in the days 
of Andrew Jackson.

“I think you’re supposed 
to get shot with an arrow 

or something, but the 
rest of it isn’t supposed 

to be so painful.”

Evan, age 7, with his 
thoughts on Love
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J.L. Phillips and a 
Young Dallas Lady 
have Vanished -
Thought to be in 
St. Louis

The disappearance of J. L. 
Phillips, a well-known employ­
ee of the Dallas Mills and Miss 
Ada Horton of Dallas village, 
have led their families to believe 
that they have eloped and are 
now in St. Louis. Phillips is a 
married man and has 3 children.

Miss Horton left here last 
Saturday and went to Steven­
son. Phillips departed that night 
and it is said that he joined Miss 
Horton at Stevenson. Nothing 
has been heard from them since 
then. It is not believed that Mrs. 
Phillips will have her husband 
arrested. According to one re­
port she has expressed relief 
that he is gone and prevented 
her brothers from taking up 
pursuit.

from 1904 newspaper

& W Auction
Saturday, Nov. 20 - 4:00 pm

Selling Local and Estate Items, along with a large load 
from Pennsylvania.

Saturday, Nov. 27 - 4:00 pm
Eddie from Pennsylvania with furniture, glassware, 

antiques and unique collectibles

Go to: www.auctionzip.com - Auctioneer ID #5484, 
for Pictures and Listings.

Building will be FULL for both Sales
- you don't want to miss it!

No Buyers Premium - No Phone Bidding - Major Credit Cards 
Accepted!

Phone (256) 837-1559 or (256) 837-8377 Wilson Hilliard, S.L. #97

356 Capshaw Road - Madison, Al 35757

http://www.auctionzip.com
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The Flying
Machine

and make all the necessary rigging and gear in his forge. 
His primary resource, though, was the models he found 
in the woods that surrounded his home.

Quick's granddaughter, Lorraine Wicks, recalls: "My 
grandfather would go into the woods back of the Quick 
home and watch the buzzards sail around and around,

by Gab Wicks
It was the first flight in Alabama, 

and possibly the world's first mono­
plane, but, because of two North Caro­
lina bicycle repairmen, it was beaten by 
a margin of only a few years.

That is not, however, all of the 
story. That flight would affect the early 
history of aviation, and influence the 
formation of one of the largest aviation 
companies in the world.

William Lafayette Quick was born 
near Shiloh, Tennessee in 1859 and later 
moved his family to a small community 
outside present day New Market which 
became known as "Quick's Mill." He set

dip down and up with ease and never flap their wings."
Quick designed his craft after the buzzards, bats, in­

sects, and other flying creatures that surrounded him. He 
chose his power plant, cut and laminated the lumber for 
the frame, took three bicycle tires for landing gear, and set 
about on an eight-year design and construction plan, with 
assembly well underway in 1908. After assembly, the final 
step was the selection of a propeller. This consisted of sev­
eral high speed engine tests to find the right combination. 
When the choice was made Quick asked his son William 
Massey to fly the plane because he was the smallest of the 
ten children.

The flight lasted for only a few seconds. William 
achieved an altitude of a few feet, and then ran out of 
pasture. He tried to turn the plane, but succeeded in clip­
ping the ground with a wing. The wing was damaged, the

up a grist mill, blacksmith's forge, saw 
mill and machine shop in the late 1800s 
and began to dream of flying.

Quick first began talking of what 
he called "aerial navigation" before 
the turn of the century. Although he 
had never heard of anyone trying to 
fly before, he came up with the idea of 
building a "flying machine."

Quick had no formal education, but 
he had all the resources he would pos­
sibly need. He could build a wooden 
body in his saw mill, derive a method 
of propulsion with his machine shop,

Life Insurance - Annuities
Senior Life Insurance

Ages 50-80 Amounts $2,000 - $25,000 
A few simple health questions

No Medical Exam - No blood tests

J. Tillman Williams, CLU
2311 - C Market Place 

Huntsville, Al 35801 Phone (256) 519-6955

Planning a Move? Your Realtor Matters
Darryl Goldman
Realtor®, understands 
that a home is more than 
just a place to live. 
Home is where 
memories are born. 
Honesty, integrity and 

reliability—you deserve 

the best.

KELLER WILLIAMS
R E A L T

Darryl Goldman, Realtor® ABR, SFR
(256) 520-1771 darrylgoldman@kw.com

mailto:darrylgoldman@kw.com
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propeller broken, and the land­
ing gear torn off. Quick took the 
plane back to his shop where it 
stayed for almost 60 years.

This, however, was iust the 
beginning of the Quick family's 
career with aviation. In the years 
to follow, eight of the Quick 
children became pilots. Some 
were barn stormers, others were 
pioneers of the crop dusting in­
dustry, and others fell victim to 
the numerous dangers of primi­
tive aviation.

W. L. Quick influenced 
many friends and relatives to 
fly, including his brother-in- 
law, Terah Maroney. Maroney 
moved West about the time 
that Will Quick was finishing 
his monoplane, and enrolled in 
the flying school of Glen Curtis, 
later founder of the air craft 
company that bears his name.

Maroney purchased a flying 
machine, and became a barn 
stormer.

Later, he became the first 
man to fly in the state of Mon­
tana. On July 4, 1914, Maroney 
gave a flying exhibition in Se­
attle, Washington. Many of 
his audience were impressed 
enough to ask for a ride - includ­
ing a certain lumber company 
owner named Bill Boeing. When 
Boeing stepped from the plane 
he vowed to spend the rest of 
his life as an aviator. The rest is 
history.

Meanwhile, Will Quick, in­
novator that he was, modified 
his original monoplane design, 
and patented an "improved fly­
ing machine" in 1913 that had 
such modern features as folding 
wings, retractable landing gear, 
and a three-prop propulsion 
system. However, it never left 
his blueprints; he died in 1927, 
leaving his historical flight sim­
ply a local legend.

Plate Lunch Special 11:00 am -1:30 pm
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http://www.parksupplycompany.com
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However, in 1970, the Ex­

perimental Aircraft Club dis­
covered the old monoplane as 
it hung in the rafters of Will 
Quick's old shop. After obtain­
ing the consent of the family, 
the plane was restored to its 
original condition using almost 
all original parts. It is now on 
public display at the Huntsville 
Space and Rocket Museum.

Will Quick has received 
some recognition for the his­
tory he created. The Smithson­
ian Institute has his original 
model and patent, and the 
Alabama Aviation Hall of Fame 
in Birmingham has a plaque 
commemorating his induc­
tion - right beneath the Wright 
Brothers.

Even with this notoriety, 
the Will Quick story remains 
one of the most impressive and 
well kept secrets of Huntsville's 
colorful past.

M S Masonr
“No Job Too Small

Licensed - Insured - References

License: 0901 i

“My mother’s needs are met fully, and the relationship she and I have 
established with the Hearthstone family has exceeded my expectations”

I am confident of her care”

My mother never saw the 
irony in calling me 

an SOB.”

Jimmy Stevens, Scottsboro
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we strive to treat your family as our own.

Call or visit us today to learn how we 
can help put your mind at ease.

ASSISTED

Good Uses for Old Things
* Store extra blankets in pillow cases that you can set on sofas and 
beds.
* Use old shower curtains to cover wood stored outside this winter.
* Use old dryer sheets to dust.
* Use old socks over your hand for dusting.
* Use empty luggage to store future gifts - just don’t forget them!
* Save plastic mesh bags to hold small items you put in the dish­
washer.
* Your old pantyhose (clean of course) can be used to hang onions 
and potatoes in your pantry - just put a knot in between each one.
* If you shred old Christmas wrapping paper you can use it as filler 
for gift bags.
* You’re not supposed to, but you really CAN empty your used 
vacuum cleaner bags and re-use them.
* Use leftover candle stumps as pincushions. Needles will slide into 
the fabric much more smoothly.
* Buy discounted wallpaper for wrapping paper - very sturdy!

Michael Sylvester 

(256) 694-2469
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8020 Benaroya Lane SW 

866.549.9062
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Before 
the 
Depression

By Newman Ward

I remember one period in 
Huntsville around 1926 when 
all the rage with the kids was 
speaking Pig Latin. They seemed 
to think that it was their secret 
way to communicate with each 
other. It was pretty much a se­
cret to me for a while, as no one 
bothered to explain how to do 
it. It is really pretty simple. Take 
a word like "happy" and move 
the first letter 'h' to the end of 
the word, and add 'ay' after it, 
thus 'happy' becomes 'appyhay' 
and 'day' would become 'ay- 
day.', etc. Well, Pig Latin faded 
in, and faded out, and it seems 
that no harm was done, so that 
was O. K. It was 'unfay' while it 
'astedlay.'

Before paving, West Clinton 
Street and Pike Street used to 
be muddy messes. They looked 
like the streets in Western mov­
ies, deep in mud. In dry weather, 
cars used to race, maybe even 25 
or 30 miles an hour, so a speed 
bump was built just north of J.C. 
Brown's comer. I remember see­
ing cars going fast, hitting the 
bump, then bouncing straight 
up in the air about a foot or so.

The evening news is where 
they begin with “Good 

Evening” and then proceed 
to tell you why it isn’t.

C. T. Garvin Seed & Feed, LLC
Lawn & Garden Supplies

Our first traffic light in West 
Huntsville was at Brown's Gro­
cery corner, Pike Street and 8th 
Avenue. It was said to have 
cost $500 and it was a modern 
day wonder, a village sight to 
behold. Doc Champion's Drug 
Store was across Pike Street from 
Brown's store. One day I bought 
a pack of cigarettes, charged it to 
Daddy and thought that I would 
learn to smoke. I was about 8 

Renaissance
THEATRE at Lincoln Center

Schedule for November 2010 

“Country Cabaret 2010”
Featuring the talents of Cristina 

Lynn and friends!

November 19 and 20 at 7:30 pm 
November 21 at 2:30 pm on the Alpha Stage

Visit our website at www.renaissancetheatre.net
1216 Meridian St. - Call 536-3117 for information and tickets

Brookshire Health Care
Skilled Nursing Facility

4320 Judith Lane 
Huntsville AL 35805

(256) 837-1730 
Fax (256) 430-3287

Committed to Compassion 
Striving for Excellence 

Serving Responsibly

Our Team Includes:
Physicians, Nurses, Physical Therapist, 

Occupational Therapist, Social Worker, Speech Therapist, 
Activities Director and Registered Dietician.

Short term rehabilitation, long term care, & complex medical care:
Whether the need is for short term rehabilitation, 

or whether you would like to make Brookshire Health Care Center 
a home for you or your loved one, 

we look forward to hearing from you.
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and made myself so sick that 
I've never smoked since. I've 
been talked into trying chewing 
tobacco too, but it also made me 
pretty sick. Now at age 87 my 
lungs and everything else are 
very thankful.

When Champion's Drug 
Store closed, George Savas' cafe 
moved from downtown Hunts­
ville into the drug store space to 
become west Huntsville's first

http://www.renaissancetheatre.net
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restaurant. I was offered my first full time job there at 
$4.00 a week with meals. However, I was working supper­
relief for some movie projectionists at 75 cents an hour 
and turned down the cafe job.

About this time, Doc Stanley opened a drug store next 
to Brown's store. He had circulars distributed that invited 
people to come by for a free ice cream cone. They were 
usually a nickel. Boy, was that a mistake for Doc. In the 
depression a nickel seemed like five or ten dollars today. 
The response was staggering. So many people crowded 
into the small store wanting ice cream that they began 
pushing the fountain and had Doc backed up against the 
wall. So Doc Stanley had to lock the doors and cancel the 
free ice cream.

A distribution of circulars by Fowler Brothers Clothing 
Store was also a big fiasco. The circulars stated that the 
store was closing, and that the circulars would be good 
for 60 cents in trade. As you might guess, you couldn't 
move through the crowd. Some people were picking up 
small items and tearing up the circulars, saying that they 
were even.

SOUTHERLANDS 
PHOTO

Digital Photo 
Restoration

BRING IN YOUR OLD OR 
DAMAGED PHOTOGRAPH 

FOR AN ESTIMATE
Sometimes small airplanes would fly over and drop 

Baby Ruth candy bars or other items with little para­
chutes. You can't imagine the rush to grab one. Because 
these planes were about the only ones we ever saw, any 
airplane noise brought everybody out of the house.

You really would have had to 
experience a long, bad depression 
to appreciate wnat people went 
through. For our family and lots 
of other mill families, the depres­
sion started early. Mr. Tracey Pratt 
owned the West Huntsville Cotton 
Mill, and when he died in 1928 no 
one took his place to keep the mill 
going. Our family and so many oth­
ers were out of work. The depres­
sion began the next year, and then 
nearly everyone was out of work.

We owe so much to President 
Roosevelt for getting the country 
going again. Tne Works Progress 
Administration (WPA), ana the 
Civilian Conservation Corp (CCC), 
and other such agencies, along with 
surplus food distribution, were like 
gifts from Heaven. Come to think 
of it, wouldn't be a bad idea to start 
them up again.

1557 WHITESBURG PR. 
559-9617

Huntsville 's Freshest Sandwiches 
to Grab 'n Go or Sit-A-SpelI! 

_________________ I .......................... ■ : ........ 1________________

Dallas
Mill

Open for Lunch
10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

“Smile at someone who is 
hard to love. Say ‘Hell” to 

someone who doesn’t 
care much for you.”

Seen in Church bulletin

Call Ahead for Pick-up Orders

256.489.DELI
500 Pratt Avenue

(Next to Habitat for Humanity)
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Alabama Coin & Silver Co. is BUYING!
The above currency sheet recently sold to the buyers from out of 

town that set up in a city of Madison hotel claiming to be paying top 
dollar. They paid $450. for this sheet.

Alabama Coin & Silver Co. paid the out of town buyers $3,500.
Alabama Coin & Silver pays more for decent quality old Silver 

Dollars. (Coin minimum $15}
Pre-1933 U. S. Gold coins, we pay more for rare dates and/or 
higher quality. We also pay more for your 10K and 14K scrap.

Who Should You Be Selling Your Rarities To?
914 Bob Wallace Ave. SW, Huntsville, Ala. 35801
Located just east of Hwy 231, Mon-Fri. 11-6.30,256-536-0262
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The 
Deacon

Taken from 1893
Alabama publication
Deacon Johnson is a great 

temperance man, and sets a 
good example of total absti­
nence to all his church-going 
neighbors.

Not long ago he employed a 
carpenter to make some altera­
tions in his parlor. In repairing 
the corner near the fireplace 
it was necessary to remove 
the wainscoting, when,lo! A 
discovery was made that as­
tonished everyone. A brace 
of decanters, a tumbler and a 
pitcher were costly reposing 
there, as if they had stayed there 
from the beginning. The deacon 
was quickly summoned from 
prayer, and as he beheld the 
bottles, he exclaimed,

"Well, I declare! That is curi­
ous, sure enough. It must be the 

same that old Bains left when 
he left this home for greener 
pastures, thirty years ago!"

"Perhaps ne did," offered 
one of the carpenters, "but, Dea­
con, the ice in that pitcher must 
have been froze mighty hard to 
last all these years!"

“Patient has left his 
white blood cells in 
another hospital.”

Seen on patient chart

Wanted
Do you know of any

Old Huntsville stories that 
have never been written? 

Complete discretion assured. 
Stories must be true and 
accompanied by factual 

records or evidence.

Call Old Huntsville

NTING
SERVICES
INCORPORATED

3308 Seventh Ave 
Huntsville, AL 35805 

www.lindasprinting.com 
linprint@lindasprinting.com

PHONE
(256) 534-4452
(256) 534-4456

TOLL FREE
(877) 534-4452

FAX
(256} 5344456

th a JcTfioria] ]ouc!i

http://www.lindasprinting.com
mailto:linprint@lindasprinting.com


Old Huntsville Page 43

The General 
Who was Not 
a General

No less than eight Civil War 
generals could claim Huntsville 
and Madison County as their 
birthplace. Oddly enough, they 
were evenly divided — four on 
each side. Without a doubt, the 
most distinguished were Con­
federates John Hunt Morgan 
and Edward Dorr Tracy. Tracy 
was a courageous leader, and 
his war record deserves to be 
better known.

A first rate fighting man, 
Edward Dorr Tracy (1833-1863), 
was a native of Macon, Georgia. 
However, he made his home in 
Huntsville from the mid 1850s. 
A lawyer by profession, he had 
graduated from the University 
of Georgia at the age of seven­
teen. In 1855 Tracy married El­
len Steele, a daughter of George 
Steele, Huntsville's noted ante­
bellum architect. In April 1861, 
Tracy went to war as captain of 
a company of Huntsville vol­
unteers known as the "North 
Alabamians."

The unit went by rail to

Looking for 
My Wife

from 1872 newspaper

I am searching for my 
wife, Nancy, a former slave 
who was sold to a mer­
chant in Huntsville some­
time in 1862. We lived on 
the Massey plantation near 
Franklin, Tenn, until Mr. 
Massey sold us off. She is 
about 35 years old and dark 
skinned with a large scar on 
forehead. Contact me in care 
of this paper.George Massey 

Georgia, where it became Com­
pany I of Col. Egbert J. Jones' 
famous 4th Alabama Infantry 
Regiment. In July 1861, Tracy 
led his company at the Battle of 
Manassas, Virginia, but shortly 
thereafter accepted the position 
of major in the 12th Alabama 
Infantry. In October 1861, he 
became lieutenant colonel of 
the new 19th Alabama Infan­
try, serving under then Colonel 
Joseph Wheeler. Tracy com­
manded the 19th Alabama at the 
Battle of Shiloh, having his horse 
killed under him. He was next 
sent with his regiment to East 
Tennessee to reinforce General 
Edmund Kirby Smith's Army. 
Recommended for promotion 
by Smith, Tracy was commis­
sioned a brigadier general on 
August 16,1862.

General Tracy commanded 
a brigade of five Alabama regi­
ments: the 20th, 23rd, 30th, 31st, 
and 46th.

He led his men into battle 
for the last time at Port Gibson, 
Mississippi, on May 1, 1863. 
Fatally stuck by a minnie ball,

Graham's
Home Repair - Handyman Services

Licensed and Insured

Graham’s Handyman Service can 
do all the “home things” you 

don’t have time for!
★★Special Senior Citizens Discount!** 

Call or email for a free estimate
(256) 631-5368 ghrepair@comcast.net

Tracy "fell near the front line, 
pierced through the breast, and 
died instantly without uttering 
a word," wrote one of his men.

Since Huntsville was then 
threatened by Union cavalry 
raiders, General Tracy's remains 
was buried in Macon, Georgia. 
The Huntsville hero was in­
terred with both military and 
Masonic honors.

Huntsville's Newest & Most 
Modern Facility

PenMnal. Pno^eMuutal i&wiM 

Sewing <M (fatteteiiee 

'Ponaun^ aU. iutial & cad fioliaiu. 

fete-need tnan^eM 

(fyietnatouf

2305 Wem. ■P^'M

536-9197
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News from the Year 1923
News From Huntsville and Around The World

Adolph Hitler Arrested
Nov 12. Four nights ago 

in Munich, Adolf Hitler, the 
National Socialist leader, tried 
to whip up a coup against the 
German national government. 
He failed and today he is under 
arrest.

Hitler learned that other 
leaders would address a rally 
in the Buergerbraukeller, a vast 
beer hall, and decided to kidnap 
them. Hitler entered, posting a 
machine gun crew to bar the 
door. Climbing up on a table, 
Hitler fired a shot from his pistol 
into the ceiling. He got instant 
attention, and he used it to pro­

Chief of Police in Jail
Mobile, AL, Dec. 26: 

Former Chief of Police P.J. 
O'Shaughnessy, previously 
arrested on six charges of con­
spiracy to violate the prohibi­
tion laws, growing out of fed­
eral indictments, was rearrested 
today on a federal warrant, 
charging him with conspiracy 
to violate the prohibition law 
with Robert Johnson. Bond in 
the latter case against the chief

claim, "The National Revolution 
has begun."

Hitler took Kahr's place as 
the speaker, and then forced the 
Bavarian leaders to join him in a 
private room. With gun in hand, 
he tried to persuade them to 
turn the Bavarian dictatorship 
into a national one.

Next morning, after the 
fiasco of the Beer Hall Putsch, 
Hitler and Ludendorff led a 
column of storm troopers to­
ward army headquarters to 
join Roehm. They approached 
through a narrow street blocked 
at the end by police. Somebody 

opened fire. Sixteen police and 
Nazis lay dead or dying, many 
more were hurt, and the crowd 
scattered, including Hitler.

Today, Hitler was found 
about 40 miles from Munich 
in a villa belonging to Ernest 
"Putzi" Hanfstaengl; a Harvard 
graduate, a former art dealer in 
New York and a supporter of 
Hitler's Nazi Party. Hitler was 
not injured except for a grazed 
shoulder, apparently hurt as he 
hit the ground when the shoot­
ing started in Munich.

Hitler reportedly tried to 
shoot himself while police were 
pounding on the door This is 
expected to spell the end for Hit­
ler's small Nazi party. Already 
reports have been received indi­
cating the party will be banned.

“You know you’re getting 
older when it takes longer 

to rest than it did to get 
tired.”

Sam Keith, Huntsville

Bill Poole

256-533-0990
256-651 1349
256-534-1234

REGAL

loo church Street, Suite 525
Big Spring SummH 
Huntsville. Alabama 35801

EMAIL bUiebil^ioolerealty com

BILL POOLE REALTY
Commercial r Brokerage

was fixed at $5,000, making the 
total bond that the ex police of­
ficial is under $28,000. Johnson 
has been arrested and is out on 
a $5,000 bond.

Old Huntsville - 716 East 
Clinton, Huntsville, Al. 35801

Writers
Send us your memories to be 

published in Old Huntsville magazine.
Stories must be about Huntsville 

and have factual basis. Please do not 
send original manuscripts. Send to:

ENTERTAINMENT 
GROUP

IMTH)/Vmsr0- IDW4IOJ
T H I 1 f t I •

Hollywood 18 Theater 
3312 S. Memorial Pkwy. Huntsville, Al.

(256) 883-1101
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King Tut Treasures Found
More splendors have been 

uncovered in King Tutankha­
men's tomb by Howard Cart­
er and his excavation crew.

It was believed nothing 
could be more exciting than 
the discovery last January of 
the pharaoh's personal effects 
within the outer shrine; yet a 
second shrine within the first 
was detected, and it houses 
even more precious goods.

The excavators found the 
door to the inner shrine with 
its clay seal intact. They care­
fully pried it open to reveal a 
room no eyes had seen for 3,370 
years. Facing the men as they 
stepped inside was a huge ala­
baster urn laced with gold and 
silver. Mounted upon it were 
two godlike figures represent­
ing upper and lower Egypt. 
The neck of this vase is cracked, 
possibly due to an acidic reac­
tion with its former contents.

In two corners of the room

Professional Turf Care Company

256-704-5687
www.PerfectTurf.net

P.O. Box 4994 Huntsville, Al 35815
"Because You Deserve It"

President - Jerry O. Smith 
State Certified Applicator

Specializing in sealing & striping. We 
lots, handicap parking and

Southern Sealing & Striping

Call for free estimates
Cell 656-9357 
Office 881-8337 

are several staves, a scepter and a 
mace. These are gilded with gold.

As the excavators cast 
their lights about, they sight­
ed religious scripture, also 
etched in gold, lining the walls.

The meaning of the other hi­
eroglyphs will remain a mystery 
until the philologist Dr. Alan Gar­
diner arrives to decipher them.

More People 
in Prison

Montgomery - An Alabama 
Prison report shows that more 
people are being convicted of 
crimes. The detail of the report 
follows: "Thirty-nine prison­
ers were sentenced for grand 
larceny, and 33 for burglary. 
There were 21 new prisoners 
sentenced for murder in the 
second degree, and 17 of as­
sault to murder. Five of the 230 
new prisoners were convicted 
of having more than one wife."

Application Programs

Weed Control

Fertilization

Insect & Disease Control

Fire Ant Control

Tree & Ornamental Care 

Grub Control 

Grow-in Programs 

Athletic Programs

Ask About Our 52 week 
Fire Ant Guarantee

Joe Walker & Jeff Walker, Proprietors

Five Points
Hallmark Shop

Gold Crown Hallmark Store

Lolita Glassware 
Ugly Dolls 

Keepsake Ornaments 
Jim Shore 

Archipelago Products 
Elegant Baby

(256)534-5854
716 Pratt Avenue in 

5 Points

Beards are the fastest 
growing hairs on the 

human body.

http://www.PerfectTurf.net
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Golden K Kiwanis Offers

Collection of All Issues

By year 2006 thru 2010

Christmas Gift!! Christmas Gift!!
Annual monthly issues individually bound by years in special three-ring binders 

for easy removal and reading with surname index for each issue 

Especially welcomed as a holiday or other gift

Price — Each year (12 issues) $49.95 including delivery

or $39.95 if picked up at Golden K Meeting

We meet Thursdays at 7:30 a.m. at Huntsville Senior Center, 2200 Drake Ave., 

for breakfast and interesting programs

Place order on form below.

Enclosed is my check or money order for collections of Old Huntsville listed below:

Name_____________________________Address:________________________________

City___________________ State____Zip_______ Phone________________________

Circle Issues Desired: 2010, 2009, 2008, 2007, 2006. Will Pick Up _ Deliver Them _

(2010 Collections available after 6 Dec. 2010 but must be ordered before)

Check for $____ enclosed (No credit cards) For additional info: Phone: 256-468-5059

Mail orders and checks or money orders to: Golden K Kiwanis, P.O. Box 4648, Huntsville, AL 35815



Huntsville's 
Pioneer 
Newswomen

by Stephanie Troup
In 1885, John Withers Clay 

was stricken with a cerebral 
hemorrhage and forced to leave 
his publishing duties at the 
Huntsville newspaper he pur­
chased in 1856, the Democrat. In 
his absence, his two daughters, 
Virginia and Susie Clay, took 
over the responsibility of pub­
lishing the paper.

At the time it was very un­
usual for women to work in the 
journalism field, and the work 
was hard. The sisters were re­
sponsible for gathering materi­
als, writing all the articles and 
editorials, and setting the type 
before they could print the pa­

Do you have erectile |\/I 
dysfunction? ’ *

If yes, you may qualify for a clinical research study 
currently being conducted at Medical Affiliated Research 
Center with an investigational medication. All qualified 
participants will receive study medication, study related 
clinical visits, and laboratory exams at no cost.

per. Then there were the daily 
office chores to be done. The 
sisters had to split and carry 
the firewood uptown to make 
the office fire, clean the office, 
and carry water from the public 
hydrant on the square.

As single women, they did 
not have the standing in the 
community that married wom­
en did. The paper allowed them 
a voice to speak out about a va­
riety of issues that other women 
in their position would not have 
had the opportunity to do.

The Clay sisters saw the 
newspaper as the moral con­
science for Huntsville. They 
felt that they were in a unique 
position to be able to comment 
on and write what was on other 
people's minds in the commu­
nity. Years earlier John Clay 
had chosen the motto for the 
newspaper, "The people must 
be heard, and their rights vindi-

Huntsville Page 47 
cated." His daughters carried on 
this theme when they took over 
publishing duties.

The sisters had strong opin­
ions and had the courage to 
voice them through their edito­
rials. Some common issues that 
attracted their moral indigna­
tion were the practice of cock 
fighting and the lack of a public 
library in Huntsville. They 
wrote, "We have heard nothing 
in regard to the proper officers 
of the law arresting cockfighters 
and bringing them to justice. 
Do they lack moral courage to 
enforce the laws of our state, 
or are they guilty themselves?" 
and, "Huntsville needs a public

“Cyanide is so poison­
ous that just one drop of 
it on a dog’s tongue will 
kill the strongest man.”

Seen on kid’s Science exam

For more information, please call MARC today at: 
256-564-7175

or visit
www.marc-research.com and Check us out on Facebook!

Medical Affiliated Research Center, Inc. 
Dr. James McMurray - 303 Williams Avenue, 

Suite 512 Huntsville, AL 35801

http://www.marc-research.com


Old Huntsville Page 48

library. Let someone start the ball rolling."
The women also admonished city fathers who 

were trying to abolish music education from the 
city schools. They argued that is where children 
learned to sing patriotic songs of their country.

If the city leaders were neglectful in their du­
ties, the publishers of the Democrat were quick to 
point it out. Comments such as "We have heard 
nothing recently about a bridge being built across 
the creek on Clinton Street," and, "The condition 
of the cemetery is a disgrace, not a path decent 
for a lady to walk on, it's so filled with weeds," 
were common.

As the years went on, the women expanded 
the paper to include more worldly news. The 
front page contained articles related to world, na­
tional and state politics. The inside pages were re­
served for local news and any subject that caught 
the interest of Virginia and Susie. The sisters often 
contributed personal recipes and poems as well. 
Other competing papers at the time might have 
sold more copies and been more up to date, but 
the Democrat contained any and all local news 
important to the community.

On the inside pages, the births, weddings and 
deaths in Huntsville were announced under a 
heading called "In The Garden of Life." These 
pages also included updates about the Clay fam­
ily's happenings. The sisters might have included 
news about visitors they had entertained at their 
home, trips they had taken, and personal family 
anecdotes. The ladies decided what other social 
items in the community were worth reporting 
and included those as well.

One memorable series of stories published in 
the Democrat was called "Old Mahogany Table 
Tales." These were family stories related in a very 
chatty, homey manner, as if a family was sitting 
around a table re-counting their passed down 
family stories. These tales came not only from 
the Clay family but other prominent Huntsville 
families of the day as well.

The sisters' opinions evolved with the times, as 
did the paper's content. For instance Virginia and
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Susie were at one time strongly 
opposed to women gaining the 
right to vote. However, they 
changed their opinion on that 
matter, influenced by their aunt, 
Virginia Clay-Clopton and so­
cialite Elielee Humes. Through 
the power of the newspaper 
the Clay sisters were able to 
add their voices to the growing 
number of those speaking out to 
support women's suffrage. They 
also had the courage to print 
about their admiration for a 
progressive local author, Norah 
Davis, whose books offended 
many old-time Huntsvillians.

Virginia Clay died in 1911 at 
the age of 49 after a prolonged 
illness. In her obituary in the 
Democrat it was said that she 
possessed "vitality, energy, in­
domitable will to do, devotion 
to family and friends, always 
faced the sunshine and left the 
shadows behind" and that her 
"mental and physical labors 
were those of a man."

After her sister's death, Susie 
continued to publish the news­
paper alone until 1919 when it 
was sold.

By the end of their careers, 
the sisters had gained confi­
dence and prominence and 
had affiliated themselves with 
the Alabama Press Association 
and the National Editorial As­
sociation.

Through their hard work 
and example, they paved 
the way for other women to 
follow them into the journalism 
profession.
—

“I remember I was so 
depressed I was going to 
jump out a window on the 

tenth floor. They sent a 
priest up to talk to me. He 

said, “On your mark...”

Rodney Dangerfield

Old Huntsville Trivia
1808 - First whiskey distillery opens in Huntsville, located next 

to the Big Spring, and its products are sold by the barrel.
1809 - Land containing the Big Spring is sold to Leroy Pope 

for $23.50 per acre.
1820 - The first tin can is sold in Huntsville. L.B. Williams re­

ports throngs of people in his store to see the novelty of "Food in 
a tin can."

1835 - The courthouse is sold at auction for $419.00. Jesse Scott 
was the auctioneer and Jones Fant, a surveyor, was paid $5 to find 
the exact center of the square.
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or an appointment to discuss our 

personally designed packages.

Visit our website: www.Phonection.com

’Bennett Nurseries*
Come enjoy a day with us...

Cold weather finally! Spend some time walking 
through our designed gardens and check out the 

cool-weather plants.
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Historic Arts and Crafts Bungalow
405 Lincoln Street, SE

For Sale
$435,000

Historic 1920 Arts and Crafts bungalow on Twickenham’s most 
desirable street. Sandwiched between the Oldest Masonic Lodge in 
Alabama and the “Spite House”. Backs to the old Pope Mansion 
grounds. Original Arts and Crafts details include 2 fireplaces. Call 
Darryl Goldman, Realtor, for showing (256) 520-1771.

. Nearly 2,000 sq ft.

. 4 bedrooms (2 on main floor)
• Remodeled kitchen
• 2 full baths
. 2 A/C units
. Best location in Twickenham

G
KELLER 

WILLIAMS.
REALTY

Darryl Goldman, Realtor®
SFR, ABR

Call Darryl Goldman, (256) 520-1771, for immediate private showing



Huntsville Page 51

The 
Church 
with the 
Beer Sign

One of the stories of Old 
Huntsville that has almost been 
forgotten is the one about Faith 
Presbyterian and Cambron's 
nightclub.

As Huntsville began to grow 
in the late 50's, so did the need 
for more church space. A recent­
ly formed congregation of the 
Presbyterian Church had been 
meeting in members' homes and 
anywhere else they could find 
space to worship. As the mem­
bership grew, so did the need 
for a permanent meeting place.

The answer to their dilemma 
came one Sunday evening when 
Charley Motley, a member of 
the congregation, was driving 
down Whitesburg Drive.

Noticing a nightclub by the 
name of Cambron's, Charley 
paused and took a long look 
at it. Due to the Sunday Blue 
Laws of that time, nightclubs 
were not permitted to open on 
Sunday. 'What a waste", Char­
ley thought, "All that space not 
beitig used on the one day of 
the week when we could really 
use it."

It's hard to shock most night­
club operators, but when Mr. 
and Mrs. Motley walked in the 
darkened club and asked per­

mission to use it for a church, 
Mr. Cambron was flabbergast­
ed. "Ruby, come here", he said 
to his wife, "you gotta hear this."

As Mr. Motley explained 
their need, Mr. Cambron shook 
his head and decided, "Why 
not? If they're willing to help 
clean the place up on Sunday 
mornings, it will help me out 
too."

Over the next several 
months, a routine was estab­
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lished by the Faith Presbyterian 
Church that had to be unique in 
the annals of church history.

Church members would ar­
rive early on Sunday morning 
and begin sweeping the floors. 
One person was assigned to 
empty ash trays, while others 
would clean table-tops and 
carry out trash. One member 
was even assigned the task 
of unplugging the juke box 
and turning off the neon sign
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that proclaimed Budweiser the 
"King of Beer."

The membership continued 
to grow, with Cambron's being 
the only nightclub in Huntsville 
with Bibles and textbooks stored 
in the back room.

One oldtimer tells a story 
about a man who was in the 
habit of drinking too much on 
Saturday nights. After much 
persuasion, his neighbor finally 
talked him into going to church 
one Sunday morning, and as 
they got out of the car in front 
of Cambron's, the man paused, 
as if in reflection. "I've heard 
that guilty people always return 
to the scene of the crime," he 
said, "but isn't this just a little 
ridiculous?"

When Mr. Cambron of­
fered to sell the property for 
$1,000,000, with no money 
down, the Church quickly ac­
cepted the offer, becoming the 
only Presbyterian Church to 
ever purchase a nightclub.

“I’ve learned that making 
a living is not nearly the 
same as making a life.”

Jeremy, age 57

Lumpkin
Stained Glass

Custom Stained or Beveled Glass 
Residential, Commercial 

& Church

Serving the Huntsville 
area since 1971

Repairs

Supplies for the Hobbyist

Also featuring a glass gallery 
by local artists

116 Oakwood Avenue 
(256) 539-0532

News From 
Huntsville in 
1907

- Hon. Jere Murphy is having 
a new flight of stone steps laid in 
front of his handsome residence 
on East Holmes Street. Mr. Mur­
phy already has the handsomest 
residence on that street and the 
stone steps will add yet more to 
its beauty.

- Butler Kyser Oil Mill has 
found a site in Huntsville. The 
plant will be located on the Kar- 
thaus Lot on Dallas Ave. near 
Southern Railway. After looking 
over all the available sites of the 
city and adjacent territory, the 
Butler-Kyser Oil Co. has chosen 
a location on Patton Street and 
Dallas Ave. across from the 
Dallas Avenue Baptist church 
and the Wade Mattress Factory. 
The site is one of the best pieces 
of ground for the purpose in 
the city. It is flat and near the 
Southern Railroad, which has 
already secured a right of way 

Senior Caretaker
Care for Seniors

Doctors Appts. Light Meal Preparation
Beauty Salon Medication Reminder
Grocery Shopping 4 Hour Minimum

Excellent References
Rai Harris 256-776-3923

Evergreen Kitchens 
Refacing & Restoring

Get the kitchen cabinets that you’d 
love at a fraction of the cost!

10 Years Experience in Cabinet Restoration

Call 256-776-2418
and ask for Dave or Margo

and permission from the city 
council to build a sidetrack from 
the main line along the short 
street running from Meridian 
st. to Dallas Avenue.

The owners of the land ex­

Blinds, Shutters, Drapery, 
Woven woods, Cellular, 
Roman Shades & More

Your Total Window 
Treatment Provider

Bus: (256) 650-0465
Aesthetically Pleasing
Interior Window Treatments

Visit us at:

www.randsblinds.com

http://www.randsblinds.com


ecuted a deed to the Butler Kyser Co. 
yesterday and the company will proceed 
at once to award contract in the building 
construction. The company expects to enter 
business by the time the next crop of cotton 
begins to move in.

- Hon. James H. Ballentine has pur­
chased the law office of Hon. Robt. E. 
Spragins on Eustis Street. Mr. Ballentine 
was to have purchased the office of Dr. 
McDonnell a few weeks ago but the deal 
fell through at the last minute.

- For rent - for the summer months, a 
furnished home with 10 rooms, all modern 
conveniences. Help can be provided at a 
reasonable cost. Apply to 424 East Holmes 
Street.

- Wanted - six solicitors, ladies or 
gentlemen. Guarantee $50 per month. 
Call Mrs. Annie Nippers, 211 Jefferson 
this week.

- Wanted - good home to a house sales­
man. Good pay, permanent position with 
board for horse and buggy. L. A. Hipp, 
Manager, 220 Holmes St.

- Mr. R. W St. Clair, of Hurricane was 
among the visitors to the city Monday.

- Mrs. Robert Lyons died yesterday 
morning at her home in Huntsville after a 
lingering illness of two or three years. She 
had been a patient sufferer and having 
lived a consistent Christian life, did not 
fear death at all. Mrs. Lyons was formerly 
Miss Lizzie Noblin of Hazle Green. Her 
husband and one son survive her. The fu­
neral will be conducted from the residence 
this morning. Interment will be made in 
Maple Hill Cemetery.

- Lost - Red milkcow. Burnt place on 
back; find and return to M. M. Maynard, 
Humes Ave., and receive reward.

- Good Cook, must be able to milk and 
discipline children. Apply at Employment 
Office, Southeast corner of Square.

- For Rent - Large Commodious house 
on Adams Ave., Is furnished and has large 
garden space; two nice sleeping porches, 
Dallas Mills, Wanted - Apply to Mrs. M. S, 
Harris, Adams Ave.

- For sale - Or will trade for Ford Tour­
ing Car. Rebuilt car with racing body, two 
seats, 40 gallon tank, new tires all around, 
four extra tires. Engine in A No. 1 condi­
tion.
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- For Rent - two furnished rooms for light house­

keeping. Mrs. S. R. Metcalfe,
- Twenty acre farm for rent on shares. Liberal terms 

and generous advance. Apply G. Jacks

NEACA
Northeast Alabama Craftsmen's Assoc

Winter Craft Show 
Von Braun Civic Center 

Dec. 3,4,5 - 2010
For information call 

Shirley Petitti (256) 883-2199

Trusted Preducts

Janie Denis j 
Independent Watkins Associate | 

Associate No. 380303 ] 
256-520-2110 • janie@yesicanvanilla.com 1 

Fayetteville, TN | 
www.yesicanvanilla.com 1

Offering a complete line of natural and 

organic spices and tried and true home 

remedies.

Wn'i'in

"“ince 1868

mailto:janie@yesicanvanilla.com
http://www.yesicanvanilla.com
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A Bitter Legacy
No one in Huntsville, in 1902, was surprised when they learned 

the Rodgers and Ricketts families had been involved in a gun fight. 
The families had been feuding for years; so long that most people 
had forgotten what the feud was originally about.

The latest incident began when the elder Rodgers was accosted 
by members of the Rickett family while on his way to town. Harsh 
words were exchanged and both parties returned home to "gather 
their kin-folk."

Late that evening Jim Ricketts and Halbert Rodgers met on the 
banks of the Flint River. Both were armed with shotguns.

Hatred between the two families was so great that both parties 
immediately began firing.

The first blast caught Ricketts full in the chest and neck. A 
second later Rodgers fell to the ground grievously wounded in 
both legs.

Though Rodgers and Ricketts would live many years after the 
gun fight they would both remain crippled for the rest of their lives.

Jim Ricketts and Halbert Rodgers were both only thirteen 
years old.

Neals 
Pressure 
Washing
WE CLEAN IT ALL!

Painting 
Home Repair 
256-603-4731 

Licensed & Insured

Proud Member
of the BBB

“For NASA, space is still a 
high priority.”

John F. Kerry

Rochelle

Repair - Maintenance - D.O.T. Inspections

Cars
ATV's 
Trucks 
Tractors

I ■>

Yard Mowers

CTC AAQQ 1601 Patterson Lane 
Toney, Alabama

Auto and Truck
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teasures

_ ONE STOP ROMANCE SHOP

We re Open Now! 
Come to our Party 
on November 15tb

We Have
MOVED!

& CELEBRATE Waterfalls and Greek Columns 
adorn our new store location!

Enjoy FREE 
Coffee and Wine 
Tastings. Fancy 
Appetizers and 

sandwiches 
served.

The Pleasures Patrol Team 
will be distributing Free Gifts!

easuros

ONE STOP ROMANCE SHOP

New Location: 
4008 University Dr. 

at Jordan Ln. between



I ______ CL

r

315 Jefferson Street
Uptown Shopping In Downtown Huntsville AJ

Open Daily 10-5 Sunday 1-5
Located in the historic three-story, 23,000 square-foot Lombardo 

building and featuring over 80 dealers

Whether you are looking for antiques, the 
perfect gift, or the right picture to hang on a 
wall - you will find all of them at Railroad 
Station Antiques. Located Downtown 
at 315 Jefferson at the corner of Monroe 
across from the Roundhouse.

Books at Shaver’s include:

You'll find New, Autographed 

Hard-to-Find and Out-of-Print books 

including topics such as:

Grand Ole Opry 
Kathryn T. Windham 
Local Authors 
Madison County 
Poetry
Railroads
Southern Literature
Space
Sports
Tennessee
Tennessee Valley 
Theology 
World War II

Shaver’s
Top 10 Books of Local & 

Regional Interest

1. Growing up in the Rocket City: 
A Baby Boomer’s Guide (over 200 
photos/illustrations) by Tommy Towery J 

$15
2. Alabama’s Deadliest 

Tornados: A History by Kelly Kazek 
$19.99

3. Remembering Huntsville:
131 Vintage Photographs by Jacque 
Reeves $16.95

4. Hidden History of No.Ala. by 
Jacquelyn Procter Reeves $19.99

5. The Farm in Jones Valley by 
Ray Jones $18.95

6. Haunted North Alabama: 
including Huntsville, Florence and 
Albertville by Jessica Penot Special 
Price $18

7. Historic Markers of Madison 
County, Alabama $18.95

8. Historic Photos of Huntsville: 
199 Vintage Photographs by Jacque 
Reeves $39.95

9. A Sampling of Selma Stories 
by Kathryn Tucker Windham (signed) 
$12.95

10. Maple Hill Cemetery: Phase
one - Sections 1-15 $18.95

Railroad Station Antiques - (256) 533-6550
Shaver’s Books - (256) 533-7364 Email shaversbks@comcast.net

Alabama
Antiques 
Architecture
Art
Aviation
Cemeteries
Children
Civil War
Cotton Mills
Decorative Leather
First Editions
Fishing & Hunting
Genealogy

AND MUCH MORE!!!

mailto:shaversbks@comcast.net

