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The Life and
Times of
T. B. Dallas

by Mike Kaylor

The horse hesitated as
its rider once again guided
it through the heavy under-
growth. For hours the horse
and rider rode back and forth
examining every feature of the
terrain. Sometimes he would
stop and take a notebook from
his jacket pocket on which he
would make notes. Finally, af-
ter what seemed like an eter-
nity the rider paused atop a
small rise to look over the land
that he had spent the morn-
ing exploring. In his mind he
could already see the huge
brick buildings of a cotton mill,
streets lined with houses and
even stores selling whatever
products workers might need.

It was a bold dream but no
one had ever accused Trevan-
ion Barlow Dallas of being shy.

Trevanion Dallas, or Trev
as he was known to most peo-
ple, was born Sept. 11,1843, in
Washington, D.C., where his
mother had gone to be with her
family during childbirth.

She had last seen her hus-
?and, Commodore Alexan-

“Only on a cruise ship
will you pay hundreds
of dollars a day to
sleep in a closet.”

Maxine

der James Dallas, about nine
months before when he depart-
ed for South America. He was
commander of the U.S. Navy's
southern fleet, and his career
was at its peak. Unfortunately
the Commodore contracted
malaria off the coast of Peru
and died at the port of Callao
in 1844. He would never see his
son, Trevanion.

To say that Trev grew up
in a privileged society would
almost be an understatement.
His mother's family had made
their home in Fredericksburg,
Va., just outside of the nations
capital where they were con-
sidered among the city's social
elite. His mother's grandfather
had been a nephew of George
Washington, and her father's
father was a wealthy landown-
er.

Trev's father, Commodore
Dallas, was the namesake of his
father, Alexander James Dallas,
who was a Philadelphia lawyer
before serving President James
Madison as Secretary of the
United States Treasury. Anoth-
er son was George Mifflin Dal-
las, ambassador to Russia and
England before being elected
Vice President on the ticket
with James K. Polk in 1845.

Young Trevanion was
studying at the University
of Virginia when the South-
ern states seceded from the
Union. While many of his rela-
tives sided with the North, he
chose to cast his fate with the
newly formed Confederacy.
He joined the forces of General
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Chase near Pensacola, Florida
and was with the state troops
who took possession of Forts
Barrancas and McRae in 1860.
He then enlisted in the Confed-
erate army as a private and was
in the command under General
Braxton Bragg. He was one of
the detail in the bloody night at-
tack on Santa Rosa Island, and
afterward served in the battle
of Shiloh as a commissioned
lieutenant of artillery. He later
served in the army of Tennes-
see, where he was commis-
sioned a captain. After almost
four years of battle, and with
the Confederacy crumbling all
around him, he was forced to
surrender at Greensboro, N.C.,
in April 1865.

As the sounds of the Civil
War faded away, Trev, like
thousands of young men of the
south, found himself a stranger
in his own land. Possibly too
proud to ask for assistance
from his northern relatives, he
chose to make his life abroad.
At the invitation of his aunt,
Catherine Willis Murat, known
as Princess Murat after marry-
ing a descendant of Napoleon
Boneparte, Trev made his way
to Paris. Under his Aunt's pa-
tronage he quickly became a
fixture in Paris' social circles
which was the home of many
Confederate expatriates.

Try as he might, however,

he could not escape the memo-
ries of battle. After wearing the
Confederate gray for almost
four long years, he still yearned
for the discipline of military
life and the roll of drums that
preceded the battles.

Probably through his
Aunt's connections, he joined
the Prussian army as an aide de
camp when the Seven Weeks
War with Austria erupted in
1866. Not much is known of
his military career except that
he appears to have won several
decorations for bravery.

The war was short, but ter-
rible in the human carnage it
wrought. Possibly because of
this, Trevanion nung up his

“Always end the name of
your child with a vowel,
so that when you vyell
the name will carry.”

Bill Cosby
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uniform at the end of the war
and returned to the United
States.

His family welcomed him
home and through their con-
nections he soon established
himself as a prosperous banker
in New York and Charlottes-
ville. In 1869, he accepted a po-
sition in Nashville to work for
a mercantile company called
Hugh Douglas & Co.

He also found a wife there,
the daughter of his new boss.
He and Ella Douglas married
May 11,1869, and she bore
him a son, Hugh Douglas Dal-
las. Unfortunately, on a vaca-
tion trip to Pensacola, his wife
drowned March 21,1873.

Three years later he mar-
ried Ida Bonner, the daughter
of a prominent Nashville phy-
sician, a union that produced
two sons and three daughters.

Dallas left the mercantile
business in 1879 to establish a
stock company to build a tex-
tile mill in Nashville. It was
called the Nashville Cotton
Mills and later became Phoe-

“If you really want to help
the American theater, don’t
be an actress, dahling.
Be an audience.”

Tallulah Bankhead

nix Cotton Mills. The mill was
hugely profitable and most
men would have been satisfied
with this success for a lifetime,
but Trev Dallas already had
other plans.

Freight charges were one of
the largest expenses for a cotton
mill, so Trev decided to locate
another mill in the very heart of
the cotton producing country -
Madison County, Alabama. By
doing so he was able to avoid
much of the freight cost.

Trev was already familiar
with Huntsville, having had
spent part of the previous sum-
mer at the new Monte Sano
Hotel. He also had an acquain-
tance with many of its leading
citizens who were ecstatic at the
thought of a large cotton mill to
be located here. The North Ala-
bama Improvement Company,
a group of community boost-
ers, generously agreed, to give
fifty acres for the site of the
mill. The land, located about
a mile outside the city limits,
consisted of gentle rolling hills
and was covered by a mixture
of tangled undergrowth and
shrub pines.

When it was announced in
early 1890 that Trev Dallas was
organizing a stock company
to build a new mill here, the
Huntsville Weekly Mercury pre-
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dieted:

This mill will be the largest and
most modern in all of its appoint-
ments in the entire South and will
make a line offabrics heretofore
not manufactured in the South...
This mill will employ about 2,000
hands, and we can readily see if
the usual ratio is maintained, will
increase the population of Hunts-
ville thirty-five to forty-five hun-
dred people.”

The news hit Huntsville like
a bombshell. Huntsville's pop-
ulation was only 1,327 citizens,
and such a large influx of peo-
ple would strain its resources
to the limit. Almost immedi-
ately speculators began driv-
ing up the price of land in and
about Huntsville, while almost
everyone with a spare room be-
gan making plans to rent it out.

Work commenced on build-
ing Dallas Manufacturing
Company in the spring of 1891
as teams of laborers wielding
axes descended on the land to
begin clearing it. Other teams
were busy laying out roads
to the site. Witnin months
hundreds of workmen were
employed, creating almost a
boom town atmosphere. With
a severe shortage of affordable

housing in and around Hunts-
ville, workers began erecting
tents and temporary shelters
built with scrap building mate-
rial. By that fall a sizable shanty
town had sprung up around
the site, complete with make-
shift stores and rooming (tent)
houses.

Along with the shanty town
came the usual problems as
con-men, gamblers and boot-
leggers began making regular
visits. Early newspapers carry
many mentions of public in-
toxication, knife fights and
brawls. The Huntsville police
were powerless to do anything
about this as it was outside
their jurisdiction.

There is some evidence that
the mill authorities attempted
to get rid of some of the rough-
er elements with "vigilante pa-
trols."

When construction of the
Dallas Manufacturing Mill was
finished in the summer of 1893
it was one of the largest build-
ings in Alabama, measuring
nearly three hundred and fifty
feet long, one hundred and fif-
teen feet wide and five stories
high with a smoke stack that
was visible for miles.
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Within the first several years
the shanty town had all but dis-
appeared as the mill began to
build houses for its employ-
ees. The mill village extended
from Oakwood Avenue, south
to O'Shaughnessy Avenue and
west to Dallas Avenue. There
was such a rush to complete
the houses that in many cases
the employees moved in before
the paint had even dried.

With the mill in operation,
and the village beginning to
take shape, Trev Dallas decid-
ed to build a home on Monte
Sano, near the Monte Sano Ho-
tel. For the next eight years he
would alternate between living
in Huntsville and Nashville,
where he maintained a palatial
brownstone home.

Although he was immense-
ly successful in business, his
personal life left much to be de-
sired. His two daughters by his
first marriage had developed
uncontrollable spending hab-
its. Perhaps to make up for be-
ing away on business so much
when they were growing up,
he had encouraged their every
whim when they were young.
At first he would merely shake
his head in frustration when
huge bills for their entertain-
ment and finery would arrive.
Frustration turned to anger,
however, as the bills became
even larger, but even then Trev
found it impossible to say no to
them. If there was a bright spot
among his children it was his
son Hugh, who joined him at
the mill as Assistant treasurer.

There was plenty to oc-
cupy his time, however. Be-
sides running the mill, the Dal-
las Manufacturing Company
was responsible for almost

“The only advantage of
exercising every day is that
when you die, they’ll say
‘Well, doesn’'t she look good!”

Linda Drake, Huntsville

every aspect of their employ-
ees' lives. In addition to being
landlord, the company dictated
many trivial matters such as
how many people could live
in a house, how many chickens

the employee could have, what Spry Funeral

time the stores could open or

close and even what color the
buildings could be painted. and CrematO ry

Beginning around the turn
of the century, a company doc- HQmeS, I nc.
tor provided medical care. In Family owned and operated
many cases the doctor's sole since 1919

purpose seemed to be keeping
the employees working. Even (256) 536'6654
a broken leg was not deemed
an excuse to miss work; one

person, after being in an acci- We now have the first phase of

dent, was given astool to siton  \/alley View Cemetery
while he worked - at half pay.

In more serious cases the em-
ployee was simply given notice

© n‘?‘?\\(/ae{/vages paid were small (256) 534_8361

but as one person wrote, " Any-
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thing is better than nothing."
In 1892-93 Dallas Mills paid on
the average sixty eight cents for
a twelve hour work day. Chil-
dren, some as young as nine
years old, were paid on aver-
age ten cents a day. For many
people it was still better than
anything they had before.

The Dallas Manufactur-
ing Company in Huntsville
had taken on a life of its own,
and the founder was becom-
ing less involved. He had al-
ways planned for his son Hugh
to take over the business, but
when Hugh died in 1900 he
seemed to lose all interest in the
company. Friends claimed the
Dallas family patriarch never
recovered from his son's death.

His last years were spent in
his brownstone home on West
End in Nashville near the cam-

“I’'m so old that whenever
| eat out, they ask for the
money up front.”

Seth Jordan, Athens

pus of Vanderbilt University.

Trev's daughters were part
of the city's leading social cir-
cles, and their expenses were
wearing on their father's fi-
nances. That, coupled with sev-
eral bad investments, forced
him to borrow money against
his insurance policies and
mortgage their residence in an
attempt to settle the bills.

Trev fell ill in 1901 with
arterial sclerosis and died 18
months later on June 19, 1902.
A tall Masonic tombstone in
Nashville's Mount Olivet Cem-
etery marks the final resting
place of Trevanion Barlow Dal-
las.

His widow sold the brown-
stone on West End and finally
settled his debts four years
later. A magnificent life of in-
trigue and excitement had end-
ed with a quiet flurry of illness
and litigation.

Over the years, working
conditions at Dallas Mill im-
proved. A school was built for
the neighborhood children and
several churches were found-
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ed. In later years it was not
uncommon for two and three
generations of a family to be
working there at the same time.
For them the mill and Dallas
Village had become a part of
their lives.

Dallas Mill remained in op-
eration until 1949. Most of the
machinery was sold to a com-
pany in Brazil. After sitting
empty for six years the build-
ing was leased to Geneseo Shoe
Company in 1955 which used
it as a distribution center until
1985.

Afterwards the building sat
empty for years with its only
visitors being an occasional va-
grant seeking a secluded place
to drink a bottle of cheap wine.
On July 24, 1991, the mill was
destroyed by a fire that lasted
three days.

With every passing year
there are fewer and fewer peo-
ple who remember Dallas Mill.
There are even fewer people
who remember Trevanion Bar-
low Dallas, the man whose
dream made it all possible.
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Howard
Jones

by Andy Myers

Near the dead end of
Cleveland street, just south of
the roar of 1-565, an old rail-
road maintenance path takes
you through a tangle of thick-
ets sparsely populated with
young trees and several de-
cades worth of decaying trash
and colored glass bottles. The
bustling sounds of the city im-
mediately become hushed and
an erie silence fills the air bro-
ken occasionally by a scurry-
ing small bird or rodent. After
a couple hundred yards the
path opens up to a clearing that
seems strangely maintained
with dirt paths that seemed to
have been swept daily.

Though | was only a quar-
ter way through my thirteenth
year my curiosity had led me
down many abandoned paths,

decaying buildings, and other
derelict localities in downtown
Huntsville. On that breezy
spring day | quietly dismount-
ed my bicycle and laid it on
the path beside me to further
explore this strange sight. The
sunlight filtered through the
new green growth around me
as the the paved road disap-
peared around a curve and civ-
ilization seemed to vanish.
A short picket fence paint-
ed meticulously with bright
shades of green and red out-
lined a well kept yard with car-
pet laid out and beaten down
into the earth from years of
foot travel. A small herd of cats
darted in all directions leav-
ing behind their meal of diced
hot dogs. Behind the fence and S
carpeted yard stood a glorious We SpeC|aI|ze In Historic Homes
structure two stories tall and John M. Bzdeli 326-8053
tediously crafted, made from
all sorts of discarded materials.
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The structure had been devot-
edly painted with every shade
available standing out in sharp
contrast with the lush green
of the woods all around. The
building formed a U shape with
two sun decks flanking each
side and railing that lined the
roof. My eyes traveled along
every nook, studying in amaze-
ment the creativity and joy this
structure reflected. In the side
yard of the house a hundred or
so bicycles were arranged in a
pile ten feet high, next to that
an equally large mound of alu-
minum cans. A glass topped
table sat in the front yara sur-
rounded by lawn chairs. An
old guitar sat atop the table
with several other items. One
of the brightly colored doors
was opened and a deep dark-
ness seemed to fill the inside
of the house. | walked closer
to touch the picket fence and
walk through the gate when
a soft voice greeted me unex-
pectedly;

"Hey hon!" | scanned
my surroundings to find the
source of this voice, even turn-
ing around to look behind me.
Suddenly | noticed movement

A Model Railroaders Paradise

nearby and a short older black
man stood up and began walk-
ing toward me. His movements
seemed to belie his appearance,
he walked quick and with a
youthful gait. A welcoming
smile wrapped across his face.

"What you know?" He
leaned against the fence as
his aromas quickly filled the
air with a deep earthy must.
He wore an oversized darkly
colored jacket that seemed to
blend in with his surrounding
in a sort of camouflage. His fin-
gers peered out from the over-
sized sleeves. On his head he
wore a beat up bud light hat
colored the same earthy hue
as his jacket and pants, curly
white hair covered his face and
the sides of his head.

| explained my curiosity
with his house and and intro-
duced myself. He smiled and
let out a laugh, "Well hon, my

“Good friends are like stars...
you don’t always see them,
but you know they are
always there.”

Vivian Kruse
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name is Howard Jones and
I've made this my home for
some thirty years now." His
stories poured out freely with
his voice raising and lowering
in pitch as his sentences rolled
out, almost always ending with
a laugh or smile. He told me of
hisjourney to Huntsville in the
early seventies from Jackson-
ville, Alabama full of warnings
about the dangers of beer and
wine. He spoke of his onetime
aspiration to be a professional
piano player and asked me to
tune his weather soaked acous-
tic guitar, his constant smile
and quick wit always nearby.
As the sky began to shift from
the crisp blues of the afternoon
to the oranges of evening, | bid
Howard farewell and told him
I would return.

Not a week had passed be-
fore 1 was back amid the tangles
of Howard's woods, this time
bringing along several friends.
Howard was busy sweeping
the dust off his packed earth
floors while a radio nearby
played country music.

"Hey hon!" He greeted us,
and on the same breath a story
would began pouring out once
again. He recollected his week-
ly events, about "Miss Esther"
bringing his plate lunches ev-
ery Sunday and of how much
he loved the yams she brought.

His house would always
be improved upon, new fea-
tures he had collected on his
daily rummaging adventures
on his bicycle. He would lean
against the fence and speak

of the "teenagers"” who would
drive down nis path in their
cars to "eat pie and drink beer".
His house and the surround-
ing woods reminded him of
his country childhood and he
named his home, "Howard's
Valley". He seemed to possess
an esoteric language of nature
as he spoke of sitting in a met-
al chair on his lawn while flies
would buzz secrets in his ear
and the raccoons would run up
and sit in his lap.

| held onto every word he
spoke, amazed that one man
could be so disconnected from
the mayhem of society yet pos-
sess such a live conduit to the
natural world. He had no en-
emies, despite the occasional
vandalism wrought on his
house, and amid the tragedy
of drug addiction and men-
tal illness that so plagues the
homeless community, a warm
sense of optimism inflected his
speech and daily work. On oc-
casion his stories and anecdotes
would sometimes be long and
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Legal Services - Probate - Estate Planning - Wills

533-2400

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal
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Any donations taken at Old Dad'’s will be Sides
forwarded to the Muscular Dystrophy Asso- French FEries
ciation. Thank you from our family! Potato Salad Pies
Baked Beans
Green Beans

Sandwiches
Pork Sandwich
Turkey sandwich
Rib Sandwich

Hushpuppies
Salads
Hours of Operation: Chicken Fingers
Closed Sunday and Monday
Tues - Fri 10am - 8pm Also Serving...
Saturday - 10am - 7pm Hot Dogs
Hamburgers Slaw Dogs
. Chili Dogs
Bill & Rosemary Leatherwood, owners Cheeseburgers

256.828.8777 - 256.828.8778
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drawn out and as the afternoon
waned, the mosquitoes would
began their nightly pestering,
forcing us to depart until next
time.

We began visiting him once
a month or so, in the summers
he would always be in his yard
working, in the winter we
would call out his name and
his silhouette would emerge
from the smoky darkness of his
house.

On one visit we brought
along a camera to snap his
picture, though he was very
adamant about not having his
photograph taken, a supersti-
tion from childhood. He would
also refuse to be measured
for clothes even when church
groups would offer him new
pants and shirts. He told us
once of a group that brought
him soap, shaving cream, and
razor blades. Smiling, he would
say "what do you think they're
trying to tell me?"

On one occasion he did
shave his white beard into a
mustache proclaiming with his
self depreciating humor it was,
"for the ladies". Howard didn't
know how old he was or even
the day of his birth, though he
claimed he was "old enough to
be our grandpa”.

And so it was for years
on, Howard became like our
living mythology. Our man-
tra became, "we should go
see Howard". In the winters
when the snow would fall we
would make the trek back to
his house to check on him.
Amidst the winter wonder-
land, woodsmoke would be
pouring out of his stovepipe,
clinging close to the ground
like a ghostly vapor.

He would be full of ques-
tions about the society he had
left behind so long ago, asking
about a calculator he had found
and how it functioned. He
would ask about television and
about popular culture. He told
us once that he had heard Elvis

was still living somewhere in
seclusion, his theory being that
he had merely relocated to the
island nation of Cuba.

During my senior year of
high school | became involved
with a local homeless outreach
church and met many more of
the homeless community of
Huntsville. Many of the older
members would talk of How-
ard, or "old Joe" as they would
call him. The last few times |
visited Howard that winter he
seemed to be growing older
and our visits would be shorter.
On several occasions he would
be nowhere to be found and af-
ter calling his name for several
minutes we would turn back
and wait until our next visit.

One Sunday in January,
during the announcements at
the homeless church, the pastor
mentioned that Howard Jones
had died at his home of old
age. The packed congregation
nodded in silence and sipped
on their styrofoam cups of cof-
fee. With Howard's passing an
age of America seemed to be
passing as well, an aesthetic of
simplicity and a pace of living
that bred modesty.

Holding my own styrofoam
cup of coffee, its heat warming
my hands, | knew that even if
| lived a full life and died an
old man, | would never forget
the humanity | saw through
Howard Jones.

West Station
Antiques

Come visit us in
Owens Cross Roads at the
Historic Hornbuckle Garage

on old Hwy 431.

Phone (256) 725-BOOK (2665)

Books - Paper Items
Postcards - Linens - Quilts
Pottery - China - Glassware

Sterling Silver - Jewelry
Furniture

Visit us at our website:
www. gibsonbooks.com

3037 Old Highway 431
Owens Cross Roads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

New Hours: Thurs - Sat 10-5
Sun-1 -5

“Ever notice that the
people who tell you to
calm down are the ones
who got you mad in the
first place?”

Maxine

Center for Hearing, LLC

7531 S.Memorial Parkway Suite C

Huntsville, Al 35802

Phone (256) 489-7700

* Free Hearing Tests and Consultations

« Zero down financing with low payments

» Competitive pricing

« Service and repair of all brands and makes of aids
» Hearing aid batteries

» Appointments - Monday thru Friday from (8:00 am

Maurice Gant, BC-HIS
Board Certified Hearing
Instrument Specialist

until 5:00 pm) and Saturday upon request

00508041



A Legend In
His Own
Time

Baseball history in Hunts-
ville, like much of our history,
is full of irony and untold sto-
ries. Perhaps one of the best
tales of baseball is one of a
young man who grew up over
in Georgia and made his way
to Huntsville in pursuit of a ca-
reer.

The young man was born
near Royston, Georgia in 1886.
At a young age he discovered
the sport of baseball and im-
mediately it became the pas-
sion in his life. This was in the
days when every city, town
and mill village had their own
teams and professional players
were almost unheard of.

At the age of nineteen the
young man left home to pur-
sue his new career. Walking
and hitching rides on wag-
ons, he made his way across
the Southland, looking for the
"Big Time,"” or so he thought.
According to one report of the

day, there were so many base-
ball teams that the scores were
no longer listed in the newspa-
per.

The young man sought out
every sandlot team in town try-
ing out for a position but was
repeatedly turned down. One
team offered him a position as
an unpaid player, but he had
to furnish his own uniform
and glove. The young man had
a glove but did not have the
money to buy the uniform.

The manager of a local mill
village team listened to the
young man and then burst out
laughing. "Son, you better go
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on back home and get a real
job. If you think you can make
a living playing baseball, why,
you're crazier than you look!"

Probably a large part of it
had to do with the exorbitant
salary he was asking... $65.00 a
month.

Disappointed, he left Hunts-
ville after only a few days and
eventually ended up in Detroit
where he landed a job with a
local baseball team.

This team went on to be-
come one of the best known
teams in baseball history and
the young man, Ty Cobb, be-
came a legend in his own time.

DAVID WAGGET7

SALES REPRESENTATIVE

WOODY ANDERSON FORD

Work: 256-539-9441
Cell: 256-783-2359

2500 Jordan Lane
Huntsville, Alabama 35814

E2 Master Certified Sales Representative

Email: dwaggett@woodyandersonford.com

thiff Still

Attorney Sit 3xu>

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury
* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A Job - Its Our Mission”

929 Merchants Walk

Huntsville, Al

(256) 534-4502 Office
(256) 534-4503 Fax
(256) 233-3328 (Athens)

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.


mailto:dwaggett@woodyandersonford.com
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A Ball of
Fire

From a February,
Huntsville newspaper

1895

A vivid ball of fire, three
times as large as the sun
and equally as brilliant, shot
through the heavens last night,
at 11:05 o'clock.

The Dbrilliant ball turned
the city as bright as noonday
and made many declare that
its passage was attended by
a rumbling noise and a slight
shock, as of an earthquake.

Everyone who was awake
at that hour saw the swift-mov-
ing meteor. It was of marvel-
ous brilliance and passed close
to the earth seeming to almost
touch the housetops.

Woody
tind”~rson
ford

On thg eorngr of
Jordan Lang &
Sparkman f>rivg

256-539-9441

www.woodyandKrsonford.com

It was seen by every police-
men on duty in the city and, in
a few minutes after its flight,
they were making sensational
reports of it to the police sta-
tion.

At the office it was seen
by every one in the building.
There was a vivid flash as of a
powerful stroke of lightning.
The whole earth was brilliantly
lighted and the heavens were
ablaze with splendor.

The meteor came out of
the northwest and travelled
toward the southeast. It shed
a swath of light that extended
in every direction as far as the
eye could see and for several
seconds the city was lighted as
brightly as at the hour of noon.

The first impression was
that it was a vivid flash of light-
ning, but a glance into the heav-
ens dispelled that idea. The

R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC.~1

GENERAL CONTRACTORS

General Contractors
Residential & Commercial
Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

"A Contractor You Can
Trust"

Yes, our trucks come
with a rearview mirror.

No, we haven't used
It in 30 years.


http://www.woodyandKrsonford.com
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light was caused by a huge ball that seemed to
have stolen the blinding light of the sun. The
ball had disappeared before anyone could get  « Tap your nails on a tabletop to encourage fast growth.
an idea of its size or nature. * Eat brown rice for your skin, it has amino acids that
. . your body needs.

It V\_Ias at fIrSt_ thought to be a IO_CaI b”_lllant’ * Hold your head upside down while blow drying hair,
but this was disproved before five minutes you'll get twice the volume.
had passed. At the train dispatcher's office, * PutaZ2by4 board under the top legs of your bed, so

. fluid won't collect and cause bags under your eyes as

three minutes after the meteor passed, the tele- gy sleep.
graph operators all along the line of the East

Tennessee and Georgia Pacific began to send

Timeless Beauty Secrets

in reports of the night light. Specialists
The night watchmen claimed the ball of fire in Real Estate
was so near the earth that it melted the snow :
on the roofs of store buildings; that the water for Seniors
poured off the roof of the post office block in orm Richard Seniors & Caregivers _
streams into the alley. M Resources T
Jack Creecy, the night operator at the de- 256-603-7110 & Information 256-457-3929
pot, it is said, was so terrified that he hastily Does this represent you or your parents? You have lived in your
extinguished the lights, seized his revolver, home for the last 20 to 50 years. Your home used to be filed with
and jumping into the middle of the room, growing children, the neighborhood kids, and now it's empty. You
. . have fond memories of happy times and memories of some sad
made ready to defend himself againstwhathe  jimes The time has come to move on. You want more time to
supposed must be a gang of robbers with ball relax and have a simpler lifestyle. Between the cleaning, house
and shot before he realized his mistake. maintenance and lawn mowing, you find no time or energy to do

the things you really want to do. Maybe you need to move to a
smaller home, patio home, or assisted living facility. We can help

HU NTSV| LLE CLASS'F' ED you or a loved one downsize.

ADS FROM 1898 Get answers to frequently
- T.H. Wade has added a complete line of asked questions. Log on to
furniture to his Undertaking business located www. teamrichardrealtors. com,

at No. 8, Commercial Row.

- Ready made clothing and underwear. If
you want the best for the less, call on A. Camp-
bell, at 5, Commercial Row.

- Two For The Price Of One

-Phinney Undertaking Establish- Alpha EState Sales & Appraisals

ment.

- Donegans Barber Shop - Personal Property Collectible & Antique Estate Auction
| have a nice newly appointed
Barber Shop on Holmes Ave.,
where | will be glad to see all of
my friends and customers. | offer
clean towels and sharp razors.

- S. Boyd - Purveyors of worn

and clickon link for %

Team Richard Caregivers Library. g’

We will help you sell all of your estate, including fine art,
|fyrniture, jewelry, china, porcelain and more

Experience, Professionalism
and Excellence to each of our

t
out clothes located at the corner customers
of Church and Holmes. Anything Bob Baker, H.S.C.A,,
may be purchased with cash. Owner

Gary Lee Knight,

. Sales Manager
“You know you're getting Visit our website for
older when adult diapers are upcoming sales
actually kind of convenient.”
www.alphaestatesales.con

Kari Jackson, Arab


http://www.alphaestatesales.con
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Heard On
the Street

by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to Nancy
Grayson Van Valkenburgh, as
she was the very first of hun-
dreds of correct callers to iden-
tify the beautiful little girl in last
month's Photo of the Month.
The little girl was Huntsville's
own Tallulah Bankhead. Nan-
cy has been working hard on
getting the Grayson Cemetery
in Big Cove added to the Ala-
bama Historical Commission
Cemetery Register, and she
was successful. Congratula-
tions to you, Nancy!

Eddie Lones owns Lones
Electric but alot of folks don't
know that he is a hugely talent-
ed musician, according to his
friend Malcolm Miller. Mal-
colm used to run talent shows
in the old days and Eddie was
one of the young guitar players
whom Malcolm admired.

We were terribly saddened
to hear of the sudden death
of Joe D. Walker, Jr. Joe and
his brother Jeff own Southern
Sealing & Striping and you
never saw Joe without a huge
smile on his face. Joe died of a
massive heart attack on Feb. 23
at the young age of 63. We send
our deepest condolences to his
brother Jeff and Jeff's wife,
Barbara Ann, Joe's children

Stephen Walker and Michael
Walker with wife Kate, as well
as his mother Jean Housman
Walker of Huntsville.

We know that handsome
Sam Huffstetler may look
like he's only in his 60s but his
wife Glenda threw him a fun
surprise birthday party for his
79tn birthday in March. Valley
Hill Country Club was the site
of the merriment and everyone
who attended had a great time.

If you were to meet Lynda
Hall, our Tax Collector, you
would never believe that she
has a 23 year old daughter! But
she does, and her daughter is
Jessica Paige Curington. Paige
is not only a beautiful young
lady, she's also a Marine! She
is a Lance Corporal and just
recently left the U.S. to go to
Afghanistan. Be safe over there
Paige and we'll see you when
you get back!

Amanda Preston was just
thinking about her sweet Dad

Life is beautiful -
enjoy every minute of it.

Herbs - Vitamins - Massage - Reflexology
Natural Foods - Master Herbalist
Auricular Therapy - Magnetic Therapies
Electrodermal Testing - Children’s Products

7540-P South Memorial Pkwy
Rosie’s Shopping Center
Huntsville, Alabama

(256) 883-4127
Open Mon - Sat
info@ruthsnutrition.com

and wanted to send him a spe-
cial Hello. Bobby Fears is her
dad and he lives in Huntsville.

Ashley Dinges is the Mar-
keting Manager at Merrimack
Hall and we were so proud to
hear that she had won two Ad-
dy's (advertising awards) for
the marketing of Merrimack's
2010-11 season (brochure, play-
bill and print ads). She is very
young but is a hard worker ana
stays busy all the time!

We, along with all the rest
of you, were just devastated to
learn of the quake and tsunami
that followed in Japan. | was
there as a child and remem-
ber frequent earthquakes, but
nothing like this. It just breaks
our hearts to see the videos and
know how little we can do to
help. Everyone we've talked
with is sending money to the
Red Cross as they are over
there now doing whatever they
can for the people there.

Clyde and Doris Barclay
just celebrated their 60th wed-
ding anniversary at a party
hosted by their son, John Bar-
clay, daughter-in-law Debbie
and Jerry Barclay. Clyde is one
of the hard-working Golden

The first person to correct-
ly identify the youngster below
wins a full one-year subscription
to “Old Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502

Hint: This little boy not
only knows alot about the law,
he’s a well-known musician.


mailto:info@ruthsnutrition.com

K Kiwanis who does so much
to help bring in money for the
club's Children's Charities.

Another Golden K Kiwan-
ianz Vic Grimes, just celebrat-
ed his 90th birthday - Happy
Birthday to you, Vic!

It's the tiniest little Post Of-
fice you'll see anywhere around
here, but it's huge in the hearts
of the residents who want to
save it. Berns & Austin Miller
are leading the fight to save the
50 year-old Ryland, Al 35767
post office from demolition by
the U.S. Postal Service, which
like everyone else is in a bud-
get crunch. The residents of the
Ryland community however
use this little post office on a
daily basis ana it is so needed.
The Millers were able to set up
a Facebook page and website,
and collected 517 signatures to
keep it open. We'll stay posted!

Beta Sigma Phi, Precep-
tor Alpha Gamma chapter, is
a group of ladies who are all
good friends and several of
them had birthdays recently.
Sherry Taylor of Hampton
Cove and Jane Smith of Hunts-
ville both celebrated in March,
as did that popular social host-
ess Linda Drake. Vivian Kruse
had a late March birthday.
Happy Birthday to these beau-
tiful ladies!

Community safety is on
lots of people's minds lately
with an increase of home ana
auto robberies. It's just com-
mon sense to hide your valu-
ables if you HAVE to leave
them in your car - why tempt

anyone? And always lock your
doors - home and car. Commu-
nity Watch groups are forming
all over the city and it involves
just being very watchful and if
you see something odd in your
neighborhood call this number,
(256) 722-7100. Nancy Parmel-
ee is a lady who heads up sev-
eral Community Watch groups
and makes a great presentation
about common sense safety
and how to stay safe.

We heard from Kathy Ogle
recently. Kathy works for that
handsome Dr. R. Dejarnatte
and she told us that she and
hubby Frank just recently cel-
ebrated their 41st year of mar-
riage! And they still like each
other! Her sister, Jerri Smith,
had a birthday in February so
Happy Birthday to you!!

We were very sorry to hear
of the death of Lee Fanning of
Huntsville, at age 86. Lee stud-
ied to be a nurse and taught
many nursing students in her
lifetime, who said that even
though she was a hard teacher,
she was fair and loved by all her
students. We send our deepest
sympathy to her sons Dr. John
Fanning, Bill Fanning, Bob
Fanning and Jim Fanning. |
know they will always be so
proud of their Mom.

The Senior Center on Drake
offers classes in exercise and
balance. Martha Ann Reagan
was telling us that she met a
90 year old gentleman whose
name is Claude Howard who
actually led her class when
the instructor was away. | love
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these folks who stay active all
the time, no matter their age!

Our good friends Darryl &
Linda Goldman have a sweet
new addition to their family -
Lily is a fawn-colored French
Bulldog and she joins French
bulldogs Daisy & Tux. We
can't wait to meet her!

If you have children who
just love trains, you've got to
go by Southerland Station off

lovernors and check out the
huge train layout in the mid-
dle of the floor. The biggest
kid you'll find there is Dick
Metzger, the owner.
Happy Easter to All!

|
Blinds, Shutters, Drapery,

Woven woods, Cellular,
Boman Shades & More

Your Total Window
Treatment Provider

Rand’s Blinds Inc.

Bus: (256) 650-0465
Aesthetically Pleasing

Interior Window Treatments
Visitusat:

www.randsblinds.com


http://www.randsblinds.com
Specialist.com
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Vera Tippett was Louie Tippett's Mom and he remembers how she loved being in the kitchen, cooking for her family.
These recipes are some of her favorites, and from her friends at the American Red Cross Volunteers

Pork Chop & Cabbage
Dinner

4 pork chops, cut 1" thick

1T. oil

1 onion, sliced

1/2 c. dry white wine

1/4 c. packed brown sugar

1 T. white wine vinegar

11 salt

Pepper to taste

4 c. shredded cabbage

2 apples, cored & thinly sliced
Ina 12" ovenproof skillet, cook

pork chops in hot oil til brown

on both sides. Remove chops

to warm plate, add onions to

skillet & cook til tender. Stir in

wine, brown sugar, vinegar, salt

and pepper. Stir in cabbage and

apples. Bring mixture to boiling

and top with chops. Cover and

bake in a 350 degree oven for

40 minutes and pork chops are

tender. Vera Tippett

EVERY
MONDAY

IS FAMILY

NIGHT!

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner.
Featuring a full menu and the best

country breakfast in town!

2 eggs
1/2909ﬂ0ur
1/4 c. cocoa
1 stick butter
11 vanilla
1 c. sugar
Blend all ingredients together
thoroughly and bake in unbaked
pie shell for 30-40 minutes at 325
degrees.
Julie Presson

Marinated Carrots

2 Ibs. carrots

1 med. onion, thinly sliced
Slice carrots and cook in boiling
salted water til tender. After
cooking arrange carrots and
onions in layers in a bowl and
pour the following marinade
over them:

1 can tomato soup

1/2 c. mazola oil

1 c. sugar
374 c. vinegar
11 mustard
11. Worchestershire sauce
Salt and pepper

Beat well in mixer and pour
over carrots/onions. Let stand
in refrigerator for at least 24
hours before serving.
Margaret Esslinger

\um \um Cake

2 eggs
2 c. sugar

2 c.l self rising flour
2 c. crushed pineapple
Beat eggs & sugar together,
add flour and pineapple. Stir up
well. Bake at 350 degrees for 35
minutes.
Topping:
1 c. sugar
1 stick butter
1721 vanilla flavor
374 c. milk
1 c. coconut

rree.:

Every Monday night Kids eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our
new kid's menu with each paid adult entree.

Offer good for Dine-in only.

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY.SW 881-4851

Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast

8412 WHITESBURG DR. So 882-0841
Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

YOUR HOSTS:
THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS



Let butter, sugar and milk
boil for 2 minutes, then add the
coconut. Pour over cake while
it's still hot. So Good!

Vera Tippett

Baked Pineapple

1 20 oz. can chunk pineapple,
drained & juice reserved
1 c. grated Velveeta Cheese
2 T. flour
1 c. sugar
2 T. butter
1 c. bread crumbs

Mix pineapple & cheese. Set
aside. Mix flour and sugar, add
the juice. Heat til melted and
mix well. Pour over pineapple
and cheese. Melt butter and
mix with crumbs. Bake at 350
degrees for 30 minutes.
Lorraine Ennis (Mrs. John M.)

Egg Custard

11/4 c. sugar mixed with
4 T. flour and pinch salt
Add 5 eggs one at a time
Beat well after each.
21/2 c. milk
11 vanilla
Butter pie plate heavily, add
custard ingredients and bake
at 375 degrees for about 45
minutes.
Jessie Wikle

Bon Bons

1 can Eagle Brand milk
1/2 c. butter, softened
2 boxes powdered sugar
1/2 Ib. coconut shredded
2 c. nuts, chopped fine
Mix all together, put in

refrigerator one hour, roll into
balls. Freeze balls, then dip in
chocolate.

Vera Tippett

Jezebel

1180z. jar apple jelly
1180z. jar pineapple preserves
1 50z. jar horseradish
2 T. dry mustard

Mix thoroughly and store
in airtight container in the
refrigerator. This is VERY HOT,
but delicious on pork, ham or
turkey.
Lois Bruce

Michigan Chicken

1 pkg. Pepperidge Farm stuffing
(not cubes)
3 T. butter
1 c. chicken stock or broth

Mix above ingredients and
press into 10" pan for crust.
1-3 pounds chicken breast,
cooked, boned and cut into
chunks
1 can mushroom soup
1/2 pint sour cream

Spoon the chunks of chicken
over the crust, then top with the
soup and sour cream, mixed.
Bake at 325 degrees for an hour.
Karen VVoelker

Mounds

1140z. pkg. coconut
1/2 c. sugar
174 c. melted butter
1 can Eagle brand milk
Mix, chill, make balls & freeze.
Vera Tippett
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Gifts - Cut Flowers
Plants & Accessories
Weddings - Parties

We deliver fresh
flowers locally
256-533-3050

Ron Cooper
Mark Kimbrough
504 Pratt Ave.
(o] Huntsville Al. 35801  pfa

Ool0

Restaurant With
The Trains!

975-E Airport Road

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Sat. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm
Closed Sundays


http://www.TheLowryHouse.com
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The F.B.l. Files

of Wernher von Braun

The following material was obtained from thefiles
of the FBI and Army Intelligence as well as personal
interviews conducted in Huntsville.

Director, FBI

August 16, 1948

Special Inquiry

This is to advise you that by memorandum dated
July 26, 1948, Mr. Peyton Ford, the Assistant to the
Attorney General, advised the Bureau that it is the de-
sire of the Attorney General that the Bureau conduct a
thorough investigation concerning Wernher von Braun
with particular emphasis on the internal security aspects
of the emigration ofvon Braun into the United States
for permanent residence.

The EIl Paso Division is requested to obtain all perti-
nentinformation concerning von Braun, including his
living habits and all available derogatory information
which would indicate whether or not his presence in the
United States is or might be a threat to the security of
the United States.

With this note J. Edgar Hoover, the Director of
the FBI, set into motion an investigation and sur-
veillance that would last more than three decades
and fill thousands of pages with facts, but also
gossip and often frivolous innuendo.

At the end of WW Il, Wernher von Braun was
considered to be the most eminent rocket scientist
in the world. At the age of twenty he had been
employed by the German military and within a
few years was in charge of Peenemunde, a rocket
research center in northern Germany employing
over 15,000 people. Although employed by the
military to build weapons of war, von Braun and
his team of scientists shared the dream of space

Inspections performed
according to ASHI Standards
Johnny Frazier, Inspector
Al License #HI-1047

Cell (256) 603-8430
Home (256) 534-0277

flight, something most people considered sheer
fantasy at the time.

Among many other projects, his group
of German scientists had developed the V-2
rockets used to successfully bomb London. For
better or worse, the VV-2s brought von Braun to
the attention of intelligence agencies around the
world. With the end of hostilities in Europe a
mad scramble was begun to recruit von Braun
and his team. Unfortunately, it soon became
apparent that some of the Germans possessed
what some people considered to be Nazi back-
grounds.

Although many departments of the govern-
mentwere prepared to ignore this fact, and offer
contracts of employment, President Roosevelt
had earlier squelched the idea.

"I do not believe that we should offer any guar-
antees of protection. ... | think that any offering of
guarantees would be difficult and misunderstood in
this country and abroad."

After Roosevelt's death, a plan was devel-
oped whereby von Braun would be brought to
this country temporarily "under the protective



custody of the JIA." (Joint Intelligence Agency)

"We were told,” recalled one of the scien-
tists, "that we would enter the country with
the knowledge and approval of the President
(Truman). We had no legal status, but we came
under the auspices of the Army."

Ina 1952 interview, however, President Tru-
man stated, "He (von Braun) may have been
brought over here by the Army, but | knew
nothing about it."

Von Braun and select members of his team
were sent to Fort Bliss, Texas where investi-
gators from different government agencies
began an endless round of interrogations.
The Germans were quizzed relentlessly about
their backgrounds, their work, the Nazi party
and contacts in the Russian zone. Von Braun
answered the questions truthfully; he freely
admitted to having joined the Nazi party and
the SS. If he had done otherwise it would have
been discovered immediately.

The Army had captured all of their records
and background information and used it to
double-check the scientist's replies. Every
time a different, or wrong, answer was given,
it would start another round of interrogations.

Although many of the Germans diplomati-
cally described their stay at Fort Bliss as being
"prisoners of peace,” in reality they had no
legal status. They had been brought into this
country without visas, confined to a small area
under constant surveillance and with their mail
and phone calls censored. Von Braun, realizing
that their ultimate fate might be determined by
their actions, implored his team to observe the
regulations.

El Paso Division, FBI

Special Inquiry

Major Hamill advised that Magnus von Braun,
the brother ofWernher, sold a bar of platinum for
$100. He admitted he had brought the bar to the
United States in violation of the customs laws.
Major Hamill stated that when this matter was
brought to the attention ofWernher von Braun ...
he administered a severe beating to his brother.

Major Hamill stated thatfrom his conduct he had
always thought Wernher von Braun to be very hon-
orable ... and the violation ofthe trust by his brother
and subsequent action strengthened his view.

In all fairness, it must be stated that Magnus
von Braun had used the money from the sale
to purchase food to send to his family in Ger-
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many where it was virtually impossible to obtain
anything.

It was at first thought that government au-
thorities would "pick the Germans' minds" for
the information they had and then send them
back to Germany. After a short while, however,
the authorities realized the team's knowledge was
so vast that short-term interrogations would serve
no meaningful purpose. The only alternative was
to keep von Braun in this country by letting him
legally immigrate.

In February of 1947, the JIA submitted von
Braun's name, and his background information, to
the State Department for review prior to granting
a visa. Samuel Klaus, the State Department repre-
sentative, angrily denied the application pointing
out that von Braun was an "ardent Nazi and a
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security risk."”

At the end of the war the Army had
automatically rejected anyone who be-
longed to the Nazi party or the SS. After
a few months this was changed when
they realized that 1 out of 4 adult males in
Germany had belonged to the party and
many people had held honorary member-
ships in the SS and other organizations.
To have excluded everyone in this classi-
fication would have made the recruitment
of specialists virtually impossible.

The State Department, however, in-
sisted on strict interpretation of the prior
policy.

The JIA then developed a plan to
sanitize the records. A General in the
United States Army approached J. Edgar
Hoover and explained howv critical it was
that von Braun remain in this country.
Hoover then ordered his agents to begin
their own investigation.

In conjunction with the FBI, Army
Intelligence and the JIA, von Braun's
background was carefully gone over,
with many questionable matters deleted
or changed. Derogatory statements were
ignored, or reinvestigated, until the find-
ings suited the Army's purpose.

El Paso Division, FBI

Confidential

It is noted that XXX (xxx represents a
name that will not be made public) made
statements to the effect that von Braun was,
in his opinion, an avowed Nazi party member
and that his opinion is based on von Braun’s
actions and talk and the personal impression
he gainedfrom conversation with von Braun.
He also stated that he had learnedfrom British
Intelligence that von Braun held a commis-
sion in the SS and was personally decorated
by Hitlerfor his work on the V-2.
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El Paso Division, FBI

Confidential

In view of the information contained therein re-
flecting that XXX has no definite information ...no
further investigation in this case is being conducted
and it will remain in a closed status in this office.

The new dossiers, once they had been
changed, were resubmitted to the State Depart-
ment. Several of the Germans, after learning of
the changes and fearing repercussions in the
future, vehemently protested. The last thing
they wanted were to be accused of lying at some
future date.

Although it is impossible to know exactly
what transpired, von Braun evidently had res-
ervations too, as in the end he did not even sign
his "new affidavit."

"We were told to not say anything," one Ger-
man recalled. "If anything ever came up, they
said they would take care of it."

To clear up the problem of conducting per-
sonal interviews with people who might say
something derogatory about the scientists, the
FBI simply interviewed the Germans about one
another. Many of the interviews read as if they
were written by the same person.

The new security application was quickly
cleared by the State Department and in the win-
ter of 1948 von Braun walked across the border
at Juarez, Mexico where he applied for a visa to
enter the United States. A few hours later, after
receiving the proper documentation, he crossed
the border back into the States as a legal immi-
grant. His new papers were duly stamped with
Mexico being his entry point into the United
States.

Even though the FBI considered the case
closed, it continued to collect information about
von Braun.

El Paso Division, FBI

Classified

... under no circumstances does XXX recommend
von Braun for citizenship, inasmuch as he felt von
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Braun would never lose his Nazi
sympathies. He stated, however,
that hefelt von Braun would be ofa
greater danger to this country ifhe
became a national ofsome other na-
tion rather than the United States.
Hefelt von Braun's knowledge and
capabilities were needed and that
it would be dangerous to let him
return to Germany or Russia.

In 1950, the government
transferred the rocket program
from Fort Bliss to Huntsville.
For von Braun and his team
members, it was a new begin-
ning. Most of the scientists had
lived and worked, under tight
military control, on military
bases since the 1930s. Citizen-
ship, which was once thought
of as merely a means to live
in this country, took on a new
meaning as the Germans be-
gan experiencing a new found
freedom. Within a short while
many had become members of
civic organizations and were
becoming fiercely loyal to their
adopted country.

June 14, 1951

Internal Security, FBI

... The interview with the sub-
ject should be conducted by an

“If you are willing to admit
you have faults, you have
one less fault to admit to.

Seth Roberts, Arab

Open Daily L

“Where Bowling is Family Fun”
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experienced agent in a discreet and
tactful manner. ...In reporting the
information received during this
interview, the interviewing agent
should include his comments and
evaluation concerning the attitude,
cooperation, and sincerity ofsubject
... as to his intention of obtaining
United States Citizenship.

July, 19, 1951

Director, FBI

... von Braun and his wife have
applied for their first citizenship
papers and he stated they were look-
ingforward to becoming American
citizens. As previously stated, he
has purchased a home in Hunts-
ville, and mentioned that his plans
at the present time are to reside in
Huntsville, Alabama.

The United States was en-
tering the Cold War period.
Any allegation of Communist
sympathies, regardless of how
absurd, was investigated. When
it was reported that von Braun

had been receiving the "Daily
Worker," a Communist news-
paper, the FBI, the Army Intel-
ligence and Redstone Security
launched an investigation.

Nov. 20, 1952

Internal Security, FBI

... von Braun also stated he had
never received the "Daily Worker"
Communist newspaper, never
read a copy of the newspaper, and
had never received any literature
which hefelt was Communistic in
any way.

Colliers Magazine, in 1952,
had made von Braun a house-
hold name when they ran sev-
eral articles about his quest for
outer space flight. During the
resulting publicity, someone
leaked to Drew Pearson, a well
known New York columnist,
information about von Braun's
membership in the Nazi party.

When Pearson published the
allegations, it caused a minor
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uproar, with many people demanding an inves-
tigation. After a brief period of silence, the Army
issued a statement that it, as well as the FBI, had
investigated von Braun's past and had found
nothing to justify the accusations.

Von Braun was questioned by several report-
ers about the allegations, but referred them to the
Army. Already, he was caught in a catch 22. He
could not deny the stories without lying but if he
had confirmed them, he would be disputing the
very government that he worked for.

As Huntsville grew used to a smiling von
Braun enjoying the benefits of living in a free
country, there was another side they never saw.
His every movement was monitored by differ-
ent security agencies, he was forbidden to travel
outside the country and even his friends were
closely scrutinized.

Director, FBI

Internal Security

... In addition he mentioned that perhaps the FBI...
would be interested to know that Wernher von Braun,
scientist, was a house guest of XXX.

Once after moving to Huntsville, von Braun
was riding in a car with a friend when suddenly
he began to express frustration. "I don't like being
treated like a foreign spy. Everywhere | go, the FBI
has me followed. | can't even go to the bathroom
without the FBI following me."

When his friend showed surprise, von Braun
told him to look behind them. "That third car in
the back has been following us since we left. It's
FBI men. They're always around. My telephone
is bugged, and the FBI reads more of my mail
than | do. | hope someday they will trust me and
leave me alone.”

Director, FBI

Internal Security

This office is now in receipt ofinformation through
the Post Office Inspector, Chattanooga, Tenn., origi-
nating from XXX, Postmaster, Vinemont, Alabama
asfollows:

The Postmaster at Vinemont has had on occasion to
notice a number ofletters mailed at the Vinemont Post
Office by a XXX, whose mail bears the return address
of Dr. Wernher von Braun ... Huntsville, Ala. ... and
on Oct. 6, 1953, a 13 oz. letter was mailed first class
to XXX, London, England. Postmaster advised that
previous letters were addressed to Sweden, Germany
and some place in Florida ... it does appear that for
some reason Von Braun does not wish that such mail
pass through the Huntsville Post Office.
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On April 21,1955, in the auditorium of the
old Huntsville High School, Wernher von Braun
was sworn in as an American citizen. The FBI
duly noted the event by carefully clipping the
newspaper articles and placing them in his files.
Later, when he received an award from Notre
Dame, that clipping was also added.

Von Braun was finding out that the United
States was a much different place than Nazi
Germany, where Hitler could budget a mas-
sive rocket program on a personal whim. In
the U.S., politicians controlled the budget and
were squeamish about voting for anything that
did not have public support. Von Braun and
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the Army realized this and began a massive publicity
campaign to garner public support. By 1957, Wernher
von Braun had become one of the best known men in
the United States.

Hon. Edgar Hoover

... Tire latest issue of Life Magazine pinpoints the life
and habits ofWemher von Braun, one ofthe great scientists
at Redstone.... This letter may soundfarfetched to you, but
when the Russians can kidnap several men in New York
City in broad daylight, it would seem a simple matter for
afellow traveler to sabotage VVon Braun's private plane....

Evidently Hoover had the same concerns as he
forwarded a copy of the letter to the Secretary of the
Army. The warning proved oddly prophetic consider-
ing what happened later.

Director, FBI

Attempt To Wreck Plane

Huntsville, Alabama

... von Braun was scheduled to take his test on instru-
mentflying ... in preparationfor thisflight, the plane was
completely examined and declared to be in perfect condition.
XXX took the plane on a short testflight and when only a
short distance from the airport the engine cut out. XXX
said the engine cutout was caused by someone deliberately
placing oil on the back side ofthe magneto post. It was com-
mon knowledge that von Braun was to take a testflight
.. it would have to be someone who was familiar with
the mechanics ofan airplane ...no way for oil to get
there unless it had been placed there
... by placing oil in this position it
would soon cause the magneto to
become overheated and then result
in the motor cutting out.

Much of the data the FBI
collected on von Braun raises
more mysteries than they solve.

1

Srevera

worldwide van lines

Murray Moving and Storage
201 Green Cove Road
Huntsville, AL 35803
881-0661

We are a family owned and operated
business for 50+ years. We take

great pride in moving your household
and know that each piece and box is
valuable to you. We treat each house
as if it were our own. The secret to our
success is to do the job right the first
time. Most of our customers are repeat
customers.

Call for a free estimate.

I 881-0661 Ir

A fine is a tax for doing wrong. A tax
is a fine for doing well.

by MJ LLC

When Khrushchev visited the
United States in 1959, six pages
of data, labeled "Classified"
and entitled "Khrushchev In
The United States" were placed
in von Braun s files. When they
were released under the Free-
dom of Information Act, the file
was completely blacked out.
Another memo, also blacked
out and dealing with Internal
Security, Germany, was entitled
"Reactivation of Nazis."

An idea of the extremely

Do you need to settle an Estate?
Downsizing or moving to a smaller home?

Clean out and organizing your garage or attic?
Organizing and running your Estate-Garage-Yard Sale?
Let us clean out - pack up - sell offor donate your items!

(fit tome ends to tie up? £d Ends help tie them up tight!

Visit us on the website at: looseendsbymj.com

Email: miailor@Ilooseendshymj.com

Mary Jim Ailor
(256-658-2718


looseendsbymj.com
mailto:miailor@looseendsbymj.com

tight surveillance von Braun was under is sug-
gested by the following entry.

Director, FBI

Secret

XXX had told him that a brother of von Braun's
in Germany had suggested to the subject that he get
in touch with Wernher von Braun who might help get
him a job ... about 18 months ago he telephoned long
distance to von Braun ... and that shortly afterwards
he was interviewed by the FBI....

Also in the files is an invitation from Senator
John Sparkman inviting Hoover to the premier of
"1 Aim At The Stars," amovie based on von Braun's
life. Although it is not known if Hoover attended,
in a later memo, Clyde Tolson, Assistant Director
of the FBI, declined to have von Braun talk at a FBI
breakfast, writing "von Braun is a phony, and the
director agrees."

By the early 1960s, confidence in our govern-
ment's policy was at an all time low. The Russians
were beating us in space and we had just suf-
fered the embarrassing debacle at the Bay of Pigs.
To counter this, President Kennedy proposed a
bold new national incentive of placing a man on
the moon by the end of the decade. The attention
of the free world was immediately focused on
Huntsville, Alabama as people everywhere looked
to von Braun and his team of German scientists to
salvage American prestige.

Director, FBI

Confidential

... States that von Brann is a German and will always
remain a German.... states that von Braun exhibits an
arrogance and aloofness characterized by his racial pride.

“Some guy ran into my front fender, and |
told him, ‘Be fruitful and multiply,” but not
in those exact words.”
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Ironically, at the same time the FBI was gath-
ering derogatory information about von Braun,
they were also enlisting his help, apparently for
purposes of espionage.

Director, FBI
Espionage
. many of these people have contacts in the
Russian zone.... many ofthe scientists make trips to
Europe to confer concerning missiles and therefore
would be possible subjects for this type ofprogram
. ... von Braun has become very Americanized and
in the past has mentioned that he would try tofind
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out anything that is required and
would completely cooperate insofar
as setting up anyone who would
possibly be considered for such a
program ... the scientists are com-
pletely under the control of von
Braun and generally look to him
for guidance and control.

Many politicians and people
in private industry resented
the fact that von Braun, a Ger-
man, was in charge of the space
program. Files began to surface
concerning his past.

Director, FBI
Confidential

... von Braun was a member of

the following German organiza-
tions:

NSF - National Socialist Air
Corp

NSDAP - Nazi Party

SS - Schutzstaffel

SS Riding School

Once the documents became

public they created a furor.
Enterprising reporters from
around the world began dig-
ging, searching for any morsel
that would sell more papers.

One writer ran a story about
von Braun not returning to Ger-
many, in 1947, to testify ina war
crimes trial of an associate. The
same story claimed von Braun
was wanted in Germany for De-
Nazification hearings.

The author neglected to
point out that von Braun was

under the control of the Army at
the time and they had refused to
let him leave the country. Even
though, he submitted a written
statement that was presented at
the trial. Virtually ignored was
the fact that the associate had
been found innocent.

Another reporter dug up a
story about von Braun being
named a professor, and later
receiving a high medal, from
Adolph Hitler personally.

All of the accusations could
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have been explained easily in a
few short sentences if someone
had spoken up. Von Braun had
been a member of the Luftwaffe
Reserve. As a high ranking offi-
cial, he had been required tojoin
the party in 1937, a time when
Germany was at peace and few
people had the slightest idea
of the horrible excesses which
was to follow. He had received
an honorary membership in the
SS from Himmler for his work
on the rocket program, which
would have been difficult, if not
suicidal, to turn down.

One of the most esteemed
members of the rocket team later
explained von Braun's actions.
"Germany, in many ways, was
like the United States. You could
support your country without
liking the president. The differ-
ence was that as a US citizen you
are entirely free to express your
opinions. In Nazi Germany, you
lost at least your freedom, and
possibly your life if you did so."

Another scientist explained it
differently. "Don't kid yourself,
we were at war. Our cities were
being bombed daily. When the
V-2s hit London there was an
opening of Champagne bottles."”

For von Braun, however,

“A cynic is a man who, when
he smells flowers, looks
around for a funeral.”

H. L. Mencken

there was no explaining. The
government, of which he was
now a citizen, had instigated
a cover-up years earlier and to
have said anything would have
exposed the government's ac-
tions, as well as jeopardizing
the future of the space program.

Despite being under con-
stant surveillance and enduring
relentless attacks on his charac-
ter, von Braun had nothing but
praise for his adopted country.
When one person wrote him,
suggesting that severe mea-
sures be taken with people who
opposed national interests, he
wrote back, "Years of direct
exposure to the Hitler regime,
and its excesses, taught me a
few unforgettable lessons and
made me solidly opposed to
any form of government which
would deprive man of human
dignity."

Army Intelligence
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Wernher von Braun

Subject had dinner and two
drinks at Murray's Restaurant
on west 47th street at 7:15 until
8:20. Subject was accompanied
by two males, one known and one
unknown. Subject returned to hotel
approximately 9:00 and did not
leave room for the rest ofthe night.
More information on unknown not
available at this time.
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In private, however, von
Braun was willing to talk. When
an acquaintance wrote him
about the accusations, von
Braun replied, "... yes, | was a
member of the Nazi party and
the SS. | would appreciate it if
you would treat this as confi-
dential ... for the sake of NASA."

A high official at NASA of-
fered his view. "We lied when
we brought von Braun over
here, and then told him to keep
his mouth shut. Can you imag-
ine him holding a press confer-
ence to explain why he joined
the Nazi Party? That would
have been the end of him and
the space program. The poor
S.0.B., didn't have a chance!
He just had to stand there and
take it. People say von Braun
used us, but the truth is ... we
used him."

Urgent, FBI

Domestic Intelligence

Source advised that a group
of concentration camp survivors
picketed Wernher von Braun,
NASA official who attended a ban-
quet. ... Twenty-five pickets
paradedfrom 5 to 7 PM car-
rying signs referring to von
Braun's Nazi background.

In 1968 an enterprising
reporter uncovered docu-
ments from von Braun's
1947 background inves-
tigation. After compar-
ing the files to the official
records from Germany
he realized they had been
altered, and assumed von
Braun had done so. The
following story was en-
titled, "Nazi Lies!"

"That was hardest for
von Braun," recalled one
scientist, "to be called a
liar. The only time | ever
mentioned it to him, he
told me to be patient and

everything would work out.”

Von Braun had suffered
in silence, for decades, for the
dream of sending a man to the
moon. In 1968 the huge Saturn
V rocket was at Cape Canaveral
waiting to be launched. All sys-
tems were go and it would have
been virtually impossible to kill
the program at that point. Von
Braun, realizing this, seized the
opportunity to do something he
had waited years for. The Ger-
man government had quietly
been investigating rumors and
collecting documents concern-
ing the case.

In 1969 he appeared at the
German Embassy in New Or-
leans to answer the accusations.
The Embassy was supplied
with the relevant files from the
FBI, the CIA, the Army, and the
German Archives. After days of
intensive probing and question-
ing, Wernher von Braun was
completely exonerated.

It barely made the news.

Several months later in July
of 1969, Wernher von Braun
saw his lifelong goal of putting
a man on the moon come true.
To honor the occasion, Presi-
dent Richard Nixon invited von
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Braun and his wife to a dinner at the White
House.

Secret

John Ehrlichman,

Counsel to the President

Reference is made ... in connection with the
White House Affair.... Dr. Wernher von Braun ...
was subject ofinvestigations conducted by the FBI
in 1948 and 1961 ... information was developed
that he received an honorary SS Commission as
a Lieutenant and had been a member of the Nazi
Party. ...

He had worked for the United States for
twenty-eight years, placed a man on the moon
and was the Director of Marshall Space Flight
Center with a budget of 1.5 billion dollars
and 8,000 employees, but to the FBI he was
still a Nazi.

In 1977 President Ford awarded von
Braun the National Medal of Science. He
was in the hospital, his body wracked with
cancer, and unable to attend the White House
ceremony. Later a friend visited the hospital
and gave him the medal.

As von Braun looked at the medal, he
probably remembered when he was a small
child dreaming of building a spaceship some-
day that would carry men into outer space.
He probably thought of the country he had
grown up in and how it had been devastated
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by war. And he probably thought of his adopted
country, a former enemy, which had given him the
medal.

They said a tear rolled down his cheek as he laid
in the hospital bed with the medal clutched tightly
in his hand.

Wernher von Braun supported his native country
in a time of war, and for that he bore the stigma of Na-
zism for the rest of his life. When all the accusations
are finally put to rest, perhaps historians will look
at the man and discover who he really was ... a loyal
German citizen, who became a great American hero.
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Huntsville
Trivia

1808 - Stephen Neal is ap-
pointed Madison County's first
sheriff. He and Thomas Free-
man are also named justices of
the peace.

1843 - Madison County has
23,070 cattle and 8,714 horses.

1885 - City attorney office is
abolished, but is re-established
a year later.

1918 - Huntsville is growing
by leaps and bounds. We have
10 firemen and 10 policemen.

1919 - Fisk community near
Hazel Green is bombarded with
five-inch hail.

1941 - Hopper Hardware

store is established. They sold
107 kerosene lamps in their first
six months of business.

1943 - Joe Tidwell opens his
grocery store and J.C. Jamar
is publishing the city's new-
est newspaper, the Huntsville
Weekly Mirror.

1945 - Waterman Airlines
begins regular flights to and
from Huntsville.

1946 - City council takes a
chance on modernization and
sells the city's last mules and
wagons to C.A. Floyd for $200.

1958 - Secretary of Defense
Charles Wilson is hanged in
effigy by Huntsvillians who
blamed him for Russia being
first to launch a spacecraft.

1972 - Chattanooga psychic
Doc Anderson appears on Chan-
nel 31 News and predicts the
upcoming wounding of Gov.
George Corley Wallace. Movie

e ve 533-7599
800 Holmes Ave.
factin'/ Five Points
Dine-in or Carry-out! 464-7811
Madison

Yes! we Cater!!!

On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart

actor Denver Pyle is at the seer's
side as the prediction is made.
Anderson had predicted many
other major events, among them
the death of F.D.R.
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* Applicants must be at least 62 years of age
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* Transportation provided to Grocery Store
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. The maximum you will pay for rent and utilities will be 30%. However, the rent will be reduced according to your
anticipated doctor bills, prescription drugs, and health insurance premiums. This is subject to change according to
rules and regulations set by the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
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Triple Lifetime Warranty

Thousands of adults are injured every year from falling off ladders. Don't let yourself or someone you love be one of them. Gutter
Helmet® will get you off the ladder for good. Did you know that clogged gutters could cause big problems? Wood rot, mold, and wet
basements are all caused by water seeping into places it shouldn't. Gutter Helmet® has been designing and engineering gutter

systems for over 25 years and its patented design has stood the test of time.

2564175752 OR info@gutterhelmetofalabama.com

Gutter Helmet Systems of Alabama

S» Gutter
6r» Helmet

NEVER CLEAN YOUR GUTTERS AGAIN!
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Teenagers
Now and the
Way It Once
Was

By Malcolm Miller

| have been seeingads on TV
and also on the internet concern-
ing teenagers who have nothing
to do and are bored to death and
need something to do. Some
even announce on their Face
Book page that they are bored.
Frankly this is a bunch of bull!
Teeenagers in today's society
are so blessed with every kind of
gadget, sporting equipment and
things to entertain them that it
baffles me to no end how they
can complain of boredom.

When | was a teenager we
had to make the best of what
we had. It is definitely hard for
children today to understand
this. With no electricity, no
phones and most of the time not
even a radio to listen to we had
to improvise and make things
to play with to entertain our
selves. In winter when it was
too cold most of the time to be
outside we played dominoes,
checkers or maybe mumble
peg. We usually didn't have a
store bought checker board so
some one would draw a checker
board on a card board box.
No checkers? No problem, we
would use bottle tops for check-
ers and when we needed a king,
simple, just turn the bottle top
upside down and put another

Bailey Cove Pharmacy
10300 Bailey Cove Road
Huntsville, AL 35803

Htrt

top inside it. Mumble peg could
get a little difficult if you lost. In
order to play you needed a two
bladed knife. Each player would
spin the knife on a wood surface
and you got points by how the
knife stuck in the wood, more
points for landing on one blade
and fewer points landing on two
blades. When the game ended
the winner would drive a large
match in the ground and the
loser had the unfortunate task
of pulling the match out with
their teeth.

Summer time brought many
more ways to entertain our-
selves, first of all those of us who
lived on farms were kept busy
with farm work unless it rained.
When we weren't in the fields
we could always get up a ball
game in a cow pasture or in the
city on a vacant lot. Equipment
to play with was a real problem
but we made do with what we
had. Hardly any one had a ball
glove and whoever owned a ball
of any kind usually got to pitch,
if they didn't they would take
their ball and go home. We also

played basket ball, there was
some kind of hoop fastened to a
Farage or smoke house wall and
don't remember ever owning
a real basket ball. But someone
usually came up with some sort
of air filled ball usually kind of
small but we used what we had

and enjoyed it.
In summer there was always
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a swimming hole some where
in a creek or river and none of
us boys owned swim trunks
so naturally we always went
skinny dipping. My favorite
pastime was fishing and still is
now though | haven't been able
to go in a long time, hopefully |
can go some this spring.

The point | have been trying
to bring out is that youngsters
today are fortunate to have all
the things that | never dreamed
of having when | was growing
up. Although children today
have Wii, TV, text messaging,
cell phones, computers, good
sporting equipment - many
of them still find themselves
with nothing to do. How many
people today remember how
to play blind man's bluff? Not
many I'll bet.

I want to close this column
on a personal note if | may. My
good friend and well known
song writer Curly Putman has
just released a new CD and
all the proceeds from the sale
of these CD's will go toward a
scholarship in memory of Curly
and Bernice's grand child who
passed away a few years back.
So if you would like to order one
of the CD's and make a contribu-
tion, e-mail me at slimmiller7@
knology.net | will have more
information on how to order the
CD by the time this issue comes
out. Curly is joined by Dolly
Parton and some other stars on
the CD.

I am certain this CD wiill
be treasured by fans of Curly's
previous great hits.

Wanted

Do you know of any
Old Huntsville stories that
have never been written?
Complete discretion assured.
Stories must be true and
accompanied by factual
records or evidence.

Call Old Huntsville

534-0502
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Dangerous Jitney Drivers

from 1915 Huntsville newspaper

That the authorities should take some steps to stop the reckless driving of
automobiles from running by streetcars when standing at crossings is the talk
of the town, especially so at Jefferson and Clinton street intersection where
so many men and women transfer. No regard is paid to the crowd crossing
the streets by the reckless drivers of the smoke belching machines.

At dusk this practice is indeed a most dangerous degree when numbers
ofjitneys and others who know better, run their cars without lights. The police,
no doubt, will cause somebody a great deal of trouble when some hapless
soul is run down.

BUY 1 SELL 1 TRADE 1 USED & VINTAGE

Guitars
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(256) 63 1-7474 One block west of Moores Mill Rd.
838 Winchester Rd 22 mi westof No. Mem. Pkwy

PARK
Supply

Company, inc.

FOR KITCHENS & BATHS OF
DISTINCTION

4736 Commercial Drive
Huntsville, Alabama
256-837-4036

Visit us on the web @
www.parksuppiycompany.com
or come by and visit our
8,000 square foot Showroom.

We are a distributor of plumbing products and supplies,
as well as accessories, fixtures and furnishings
for your Kitchen and Bath.

We carry faucets, sinks, lavatories, toilets, towel bars,
cabinet pulls, door hardware, kitchen and bath accessories.

STYLE ELEGANCE FUNCTION
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The Death of General McCook

Paper by Mrs. Annie B. Robertson at Huntsville, Ala., 1902

The death of
Gen. Daniel McCook, the Ohio
brigadier who lost his life near
Huntsville during the early part
of the War between the States,
was the subject of a historical
paper read at the last meeting
of the Virginia Clay Clopton
Chapter of the Daughters of the
Confederacy by Mrs. Annie B.
Robertson. The paper contains
data of historical interest given
by Capt. Frank B. Gurley, of
the Confederate army, who
was the central figure of the
tragedy and was condemned to
death by the United States army
court-martial for firing the shot.
Captain Gurley is still living at
Gurley, Alabama.

Asked by our hostess to con-
tribute an article, | give one of
local interest which, | believe,
has never been made public
from the Southern standpoint.
Therefore | have gotten these

facts from the one person yet
living who can give them, and
I think it only just to the 4th
Alabama Cavalry, and Com-
pany C especially, that the truth
should be told by their side and
preserved by the Virginia Clay
Clopton Chapter, U. D. C.
Frank B. Gurley, having
been commissioned captain
of cavalry by the order of the
Confederate Congress, raised
a company in Madison and

adjoining counties of one hun-
dred and fifteen men. In the
spring of 1862 he was sent to
watch the enemy in North Ala-
bama and Middle Tennessee,
taking with him about thirty
men, with orders to report to
Gen. Kirby Smith then at Chat-
tanooga. Thinking he had not
men enough for the work, he
returned to the command and
asked the commandant to let
Capt. J. M. Hambrick with thirty

Licensed - Insured - References
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men go back with him into the
enemy's lines, which request
was granted.

| asked Captain Gurley for
dates of the skirmish in which
General McCook (U. S. A)) was
killed, and | give his answer in
his own words: "l can't give
dates— 1 had no way of know-
ing dates— | did not know when
Sunday came. We lived on what
we could get and slept where
the enemy would let us."”

It was in the spring of 1862.
soon after the return of the com-
panies to North Alabama, Cap-
tain Hambrick in command by
right of seniority. | quote again
from Captain Gurley: "l learned
by slipping around among the
few people who would take
the risk of being my friends
that a drove of beef cattle had
been taken from the citizens of
Limestone and Madison Coun-
ties by the Federal troops and
would pass along the Limestone
and Winchester road." Captain
Hambrick, with sixty-six menall
told, thought that, as the road
on which cattle would pass was
through a barren woods, they
might scatter the cattle and pick
up quite a number of them.

Going north, they reached
the Limestone road, when Cap-
tain Hambrick halted the com-
mand and Captain Gurley was
ordered to move west to see if
the cattle had yet passed. They
soon came in sight of some Fed-
eral soldiers in the distance, the
captain and men would retire,
the enemy following. When
they would stop, the bluecoats
would do the same, thus tail-
ing them until they were in fir-
ing distance, then the shooting

C. T. Garvin Seed & Feed, LLC
Lawn & Garden Supplies

began. Soon the Federals gave
back, they shooting back and the
Confederates at them.

The dust soon became so
thick that they could see only
the hindmost men. This contin-
ued for about one-fourth of a
mile, when a school wagon go-
ing "full speed" came in sight.
Soon the wagon ran under some
overhanging limbs, tearing off
the top. The wagon was driven
by a negro. Two white men

Renaissance
THEATRE
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were on the back seat. One was
in full uniform, and the other in
his shirt sleeves. Captain Gurley
and his brother were in advance.

F. B. Gill, James Mason
and James Campbell follow-
ing closely. When within about
fifty yards. Captain Gurley fired
three shots at the officer in uni-
form. The wagon was halted,
and on reaching it they found
that the man with his coat off
had been wounded, one ball

at Lincoln Center
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passing through his body. Now
as the shooting had been at the
man in uniform, the Killing of
General McCook was an ac-
cident.

When the rest of the com-
mand came up, Captain Gurley
turned the wounded man, who
proved to be General McCook,
his staff officer, Capt. Hunter
Brooke, and the wagon over to
Captain Hambrick, and he and
his men continued in pursuit of
the enemy. In about a half mile
they ran into a divided column
of Federal infantry, which did
not fire at them, although they
passed the head of the column.

Seeing the situation, Captain
Gurley ordered a retreat, report-
ing to the commanding officer.
There was no further fighting.
Captain Gurley says:. "Why
we were not pursued, we never
knew, and thought strange the
Federal cavalry should aban-
don their commanding officer.
General McCook had been left,
presumably, to protect railroads
in the rear of the Federal army
that had moved toward Chat-
tanooga to intercept General
Braggs advance into Kentucky.
McCook's last encampment
had been at Athens, Ala., and
he was moving his brigade to-
ward Winchester, Tenn., to join
the Federal army in pursuit of
Bragg."

Captain Hambrick had or-
dered the wounded general to
be taken to the nearest private
house. Dr. J. C. Steger thinks it
was Mr. Crutcher's. He was at-
tended by his own surgeon and
staff officer, and the family did
all they could to give relief. Soon
afterwards smoke was seen in
several directions, and it was
learned that the Federals were
burning the houses of citizens
along the road.

Capt. Hunter Brooke,
U.S.A., who was a prisoner,
suggested to Captain Hambrick
that he should be permitted,
under guard, to go and use his
influence to stop the wanton
destruction. He was sent with

Lieutenant Gibson as guard,
and did succeed at the time. Dr.
Steger says: "But after General
McCook's death, which was in
twenty-four hours, the entire
premises of those who had
sheltered him were burned,
and a sick man, seventy-five
years old, with the ladies and
children of his family, was made
homeless.”

Capt. Hunter Brooke was
held for about two weeks, and
then exchanged for a Confed-
erate officer of equal rank. A
few days after this incident
Captain Gurley and troop, pass-
ing through Huntsville, were
received as heroes.

Cheers, tears, and flowers
were showered on them; even
Captain Gurley's horse was
wreathed with flowers, the
whole community joining in the
laudations.

The troop remained two
or three weeks in North Ala-

bama, and then joined the other
three companies somewhere in
Middle Tennessee, and were
organized with a battalion by
Captain Russell, under General
Forrest, into the 4th Alabama
Cavalry, and remained under
Generals Wheeler or Forrest
until surrendered by the latter
at Gainesville, Ala., May, 1865.
What Captain Gurley suf-
fered after his capture sometime
later — aye, even after peace, as
it was called —would take an-
other paper to relate. After our
own President and Senator C. C.
Clay, | suppose no Confederate
soldier suffered more than our
own gallant Captain Gurley. |
myself know how he refused
money, even gold, as scarce as
it was at that time, for the corn
and hogs on his place, saving it
for those who had followed him
into the war and the widows
and children of those who had
been killed in his company.



Paul
Bolden

by Austin Miller

I don't normally write about
people that | don't know per-
sonally but in this case | am
making an exception. Paul
Luther Bolden was born at
Hobbs Island, Alabama on May
15,1922. He died May 21,1979
at the age of 56 and is buried in
Moon Cemetery at Owens Cross
Roads.

Paul was born into a very
poor family that barley eked out
a living share cropping. Life was
hard for sharecroppers in Ala-
bama during the twenties and
thirties. When he went into the
Army in 1942 his life was very
likely much better than what he
knew in his growing up years.
At least he had plenty to eat,
good clothes to wear and an
easier job than working in the
cotton fields back in Alabama.

Apparently he took to sol-
diering like a duck takes to
water. He went in as a private
and came out three years later
as a Master Sergeant. My Uncle
Malcolm Miller knew Paul per-
sonally. Uncle Malcolm said
he was a slender, soft spoken
man with light brown hair who
was so quiet and shy that he
seemed to fade unnoticed into
the background. There was no
indication before World War
Il that Paul Bolden would one
day receive the nation's highest
military decoration for bravery
in combat.

Mr. Bolden won the Con-
gressional Medal of Honor,
for his actions on December
23, 1944, at Petit-Coo Belgium.
You can go on line under the
name Paul Bolden and find his
Medal of Honor citation. It is

Old Huntsville Page 41

also posted with his picture in
the Hero's hall of fame at the
Madison County Courthouse.

When Paul returned home in
late 1945, a parade in his honor
was given in downtown Hunts-
ville. In those days you would
have been hard pressed to find
one adult in the county that did
not know the name Paul Bolden.
But times change, Huntsville
grew into a city and now you
couldn't find more than a few
that ever heard of Paul Bolden.

Also, there is another World
War Il Medal Of Honor win-
ner from Huntsville that most
people haven't heard about.
His name was Cecil Bolton; Mr.
Bolton was not born in Madison
County and didn't live all of his
life here, but enlisted while he
was a resident.

There is story about Paul
going for a job interview at
Redstone Arsenal. According
to the story, an interviewer was
giving him a hard time about
his job qualifications. After all,
he had no apparent skills other
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than leading men in combat and
killing Germans! To make mat-
ters worse he was being treated
in acondescending manner. The
colonel in charge overheard the
conversation and angrily went
to the interviewer and shouted,
"What's wrong with you, this
man is a Congressional Medal of
Honor winner and qualified for
any job here!" With that he took
all the applications, except Mr.
Bolden's, and threw them in the
trash and then said," Now he is
your most qualified applicant,
hire him!"

In Huntsville and Madison
County there are schools, high-
ways, overpasses and buildings
named after every one from as-
tronauts to slain police officers.
The only place named for Mr.
Bolden is the Military Veterans
Museum off Airport Road. That
is of course good, but it is not
enough! There is nothing in
the city or county bearing Mr.
Bolden's name with the level

of visibility normally afforded
Medal of Honor winners. Is
our hometown hero any less
deserving than Alvin York who
has a large statue on the State
Capitol grounds in Nashville
or others that are prominently
honored by cities and commu-
nities through out America? In
Madison county there is not
one school, prominent public
building, busy overpass or
thoroughfare named in honor of
Paul Bolden! This is especially

~obANting
SERVICES

INCORPORATED

3308 Seventh Ave
Huntsville, AL 35805
www.lindasprinting.com
linprint@lindasprinting.com

hard to understand in a military
community that takes pride in
the way it honors veterans.

| am not very optimistic that
this will change. Bill Easterling,
the popular columnist for the
Huntsville Times, took this on
a few years ago to no avail! It is
my hope though that one day
soon our elected officials will see
fit to honor this native son in a
way that is commensurate with
what he did for his country.
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Busy Session
Held by City
Council

Last Night

from 1906 Newspaper

- The city council held an
interesting meeting last night
and passed several ordinances
that are of interest to the gen-
eral public.

- Mayor Smith stated that
on the advice of John Wesley,
a paving expert, the entire cost
of the paving will be passed
on to the property owners. The
paving ordinance was changed
effective immediately.

- An ordinance was also
passed providing for the grad-
ing of the extension of Locust
Street, laying the street with
concrete gutters, stone curbs
and granitoid sidewalks.

- Permission was granted
the owners of the little frame
building on Washington Street
occupied by the Davis tin shop
for roofing the building with
tin.

- The members of the Fire
Department will be allowed
vacation for the summer.

- The Hospital Association
stated that an annex is being
erected to the city hospital
and permission was asked for
the right to remove this new

Bennett Nurseries
Welcome Back!

We have a brand new greenhouse for 2011,
full of unusual annuals.

structure when the lease of the
association runs out. This was
granted.

- By a vote of the council,
water meters will be placed on
the pipe furnishing water to the
livery stables.

- Homer Rodgers was arrest-
ed for beating a mule belonging
to a neighbor. In his defence he
said the mule had wandered
into his yard and would not
leave.

- The street committee, to
which was referred the matter
of extending Green and widen-
ing Cruse Alley was reported
favorable on both propositions.
The recommendation of the en-
gineer was that the new streets
be made 46 feet wide but the
committee reported in favor of
60 foot streets. City Attorney
Murphy was directed to pro-
ceed with the condemnation of
abutting property as provided
by Section 21 of the city code.
The committee expressed the
opinion in its report that the
widening of the alley and ex-
tension of the street would add
from 20 to 100 per cent to
the property that is now
cut off from communica-
tion with the streets.

“I'd rather be
strongly wrong than
weakly right.”

Tallulah Bankhead

Lp

There are also newly planted display beds
for you to observe & enjoy.

(256) 852-6211

7002 North Memorial Parkway 35810
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News from the Year 1912

Titantic Survivor Examined
Passenger says not enough life boats

New York, May 2: Senator
Smith, of the Titanic Investigat-
ing Committee, today examined
a first steerage passenger of the
Titanic. He swore positively that
the ship’'s officers made an effort
to lock the steerage passengers
on their own deck following the
collision. Steerage passengers
who protested were knocked
down by the deck steward, but
they later smashed the gate.

The witness was Daniel
Buckley, aged 21, who emi-
grated from Cork, Ireland.

He declared that the first the
steerage passengers knew of the
accident was when the water be-
gan rushing into their quarters.
They were in bed.

He said: '"We rushed upstairs
but could find no life preservers.
Not one of us had any. After
the gate was smashed, we had
as good a chance as any of the
oassengers but there were not

“The ocean is made
up of water and fish.
Why fish don’t drown,
| don’t know.”

Bobby, age 6

enough boats.

When we launched the sixth
boat, a few of us got in, as there
were few women left. An officer
ordered us to get out. A woman
whom | afterward learned was
Mrs. John Jacob Astor put a
small shawl over me. | stayed
in the bottom of the boat
and was saved."

L_ocal
News

Huntsville - The
Huntsville Chamber
of Commerce, headed
by J.P. Cooney, an-
nounced today that it
is raising membership
dues to $1 per month.

- Horace Deavers re-
ported shooting a hog
thief yesterday near
New Market. All per-
sons are warned to be
on the look out for a tall
light-haired, thin white
man dressed in overalls
and carrying a healthy
load of buck shot in cer-
tain parts of his body.

Mayor and
Editor in Fist
Fight

Huntsville -Mayor, R.E.
Smith, and J. Emory Pierce,
editor of the local newspaper,
were involved in an altercation
yesterday after meeting on the
streets and exchanging insults.
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The Mayor had taken ex-
ception to certain articles re-
cently printed in the newspaper,
and after meeting Emory on
the sidewalks in front of the
courthouse, took the opportu-
nity to voice his displeasure.

One witness claimed the
mayor made certain remarks
about Emory's ancestry, where-
as the editor promptly begin
thrashing him with a walking
cane. The pugilists were sepa-
rated without serious injury.

The mayor fined himself ten
dollars in city court the next
morning for losing his temper.

Grand Jury
Makes Report

Huntsville -The Pest House
on Athens Pike was found to be
in satisfactory condition with
only six smallpox patients in
residence.

The county Poor House near
New Market has 23 inmates
living in six double log cabins,
with a mess hall.

Congress
Passes Income
Tax Law

Washington, D.C.:

Despite fiery opposition
from Southern lawmakers,
Congress today passed the 16th
amendment, making a Federal
Income Tax the law of the land.

Lawmakers were finally
swayed into voting for the
amendment after receiving
promises that the new law
would only affect the top two
percent of the population.

"The average working
man," insisted a New York
Senator, "would feel absolutely
no effects from the tax. The
burden will be put entirely
upon the wealthiest two per-
cent who can most afford it."

Leaders from both par-
ties gave assurances that the
tax rate would never be in-
creased and that the money
raised would be spent en-
tirely on reducing the deficit.

Senior Caretaker

Care for Seniors

Doctors Appts.
Beauty Salon
Grocery Shopping

Light Meal Preparation
Medication Reminder
4 Hour Minimum

Excellent References

Rai Harris

256-776-3923

Specializing in sealing & striping. We

lots, handicap parking and

Call for free estimates
Cell 656-9357
Office 881-8337
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“I've gotten alot heavier as |
get older, because | have so
much more information in
my head.”

Sue Pearson, Athens

Celebrating twenty years ofstories about
Huntsville and Madison County

Distributed by the

Golden K Kiwanis

Ordinary Seniors Doing EXTRA-ORDINARY Work
For Young People In Huntsville and Madison County
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Growing
up on
Green
Mountain

by Patsy Sloan Stallings

Although | have been away
from Huntsville for many years,
it will always feel like home to
me. | love to drive up on Green
Mountain and revisit the past.
The million dollar mansions
and beautiful exposed val-
ley views are intriguing. The
number of residences and the
population has multiplied by
thousands. Much more than
this has changed since my first
encounter with the mountain.

In 1947, my family bought
eighty acres of land where
the road reaches the top. The
acreage was on both sides of
the road and was completely
covered with trees and bushes.
There was no building of any
kind. The road was steep and
winding, as itis today, however
its surface was gravel and there
were no guard rails. Intimidat-
ing? You bet, for those who had
always lived on level ground.
It was never explained to us
why Mama and Daddy took
my brothers, Phillip, who was
16, and Doug, who was 10 and
me to the mountain. An older
brother, Buddy, went with us.
Buddy had been away from

“Hymn Singing outdoors
tonight at 7pm - bring your
blankets and be prepared
to sin.”

Seen in church bulletin

us for several years and had
recently returned.

We rented a small house
from a man named Leonard
Castle who lived on the moun-
tain. We lived there until Daddy
and Buddy built our house. The
Castle house had one bedroom,
a kitchen and a lean-to room
across the back. Some of the
windows had wooden shutters
instead of glass panes.

The firstyear must have been
hard living in that small rented
house. | don't remember it that
way because
| was only 14
years old. Ev-
ery day held
a new adven-
ture. Mary
Ann Castle
and | visited
almost all
the families.

We explored

many caves. We had heard
about a man who was accused
of killing a Fleming woman
who lived at Lily Flagg. He had
escaped the law and hid out on
Green Mountain. We looked in
all the caves for signs that he
had been there. If he had, we
found no signs of it.

Buddy lived in a tent on the
site where our house was to be
built. Once he brought a man
home with him who had been
drinking and was wearing a
very .stained dress suit. Mama

QuickCare

Minuted Jtatte/v

X-Ray On-Site
Sports Injuries
Respiratory Infection
Sore Throat
Earache

Urinaiy Tract Infection
Sinusitis

Trigger Point
Headache

Pain Syndromes
Epidural Steroid
Smoking Cessation
Back Pain

Weight Loss
Strams/Sprains

HoursMbmSa”™Warn-8pm

Sunday 12 pm - 6pm

We take Blue Cross Blue Shield & Medicare. 2 medical
doctors on staff, as well as 2 nurse-practitioners


http://www.quickcareofhuntsville.com

heated water in our wash pot
and boiled his suit. We dried it
by the stove while he took a nap.
He left clean and dry but his
pants had shrunk up halfway
to his knees and his coat sleeves
were up to his elbows. He didn't
say a single word while he was
there.

Buddy and Daddy had a
truck rigged up with a cut-off
saw. They cut trees, took them
to a sawmill in Big Cove and
had them sawed into lumber.
The two of them built a house
for us from those raw materi-
als. That house is still standing.
Buddy's widow lives in it. Our
new house had three bedrooms,
a living room, a dining room
and a kitchen. There was a fire-
place in the living room and a
wood burning cook stove in the
kitchen.

There was no electricity so
we used kerosene lamps for
light and washed our clothes
with a rub board. Water was
carried by hand from a spring
under the edge of the mountain
top. | can remember running up
the path with a bucket of water
in each hand hurrying to hear
Sterchi's Jamboree on the ra-
dio. I loved Hank Williams and
Eddy Arnold! There was not a
lot of water left in the buckets
when | got back to the house.

The black mountain earth
was so warm and fertile any-
thing planted would grow.
We had a strawberry patch, an
orchard and a vegetable gar-
den that yielded everything we
needed for a quick lunch or jars
and jars of preserved food for
the winter.

There were not a lot of Green
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ONESTOP
SHOP

Wine « Beer ¢ Spirits
Ice « Mixers

CORNER OF GOLF ROAD
& MEMORIAL PKWY. SOUTH

256-882-7748

Knowledge is knowing a

tomato is a fruit - Wisdom

is not putting it in a fruit
salad.
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Mountainers when we got there.
There was a very old couple
named Bell. When | visited her,
Mrs. Bell let me see her sterop-
ticon. It was an antique thing
very similar to a view master.
I liked it.

Across the road from the
Bell's place was the Cowan's
place. They were Duke and
his wife, Ella, Duke's daughter
Mary Jo and his son James Earl.
They had a windmill that ran
a generator which provided
power for a battery to run a ra-
dio. Duke didn't allow anyone
else to listen to the radio, but he
listened to the world news.

They had preserved a lot of
food from their gardens during
past years and showed me that
they had stored and kept food
from seven years all the time
under their house. All food over
seven years old was thrown
away.

The Castle's place was next.
There was Leonard and his wife
Mary and their daughters, Mary
Ann and Kathleen and their son,
Marvin. Mary Ann and | had
what we called a club in the at-
tic of their garage. There was a
wooden box full of salted pork
in the attic. | had never seen
salted meat before. Our meat
was always smoked.

The first place on the south
end of the mountain belonged
to a family named Baker. Mr.
and Mrs. Baker had several
sons, who were always for-
mally dressed in public. They
had a daughter who had mar-
ried Mary Castle's brother. His
name was Harmon. They also
lived on the mountain. There
was a wonderful damson plum

Hospitality - the art of
making your guests
feel like they’re at
home, even if you
wish they were.

tree growing by their front
door. It's the only one | have
ever seen. The Baker's house
was spotlessly clean. There was
only what was needed, little for
comfort that | saw. Their floors
had been scrubbed with lye
water so many times that the
wood planks were white. Their
daughter's house was just as
clean, but she had some beauti-
ful crocheted items such as little
shoes and cups and saucers on
end tables. They were starched
very stiff.

There were three brothers
named White. Ike and Laura
had a daughter named Olene
Case. | think she lived with
them. Another White brother

was Lawrence. He and his wife
had some sons. One of them was
named James. He was the only
one | knew. Lawrence drove our
truck for us when Buddy left
to go somewhere else to work.
The third White brother was
Emmett. He and his wife, Nora,
had several children. There
was Martin, Inez, Junior, Boyd,
a son in the Marines named
Marvin and another daughter
named Lorene. Buddy and
Lorene White married and had
several children. Their children

“l LOVE a good meal... so
don’t cook!”

Maxine

FIGHT

CRIME!

Join Your Community Watch
722-7100
www.hsvcommunitywatch.com

Even So, Come Lord Jesus

A Message of Hope in an Age
of Despair

This small volume will give you a clear
understanding of God’s plan for the future.

Charles Richards (256) 828-1681

Only $12.00 - Includes Shipping!
Send check or money order to:

3253 Bobo Section Rd., Hazel Green, Al

35750


http://www.hsvcommunitywatch.com

are James, Ann, Sue, Marilyn
and Lori.

My brothers, Phillip and
Doug and | walked down the
mountain and caught the bus
to go to school. The bus stop
was at the foot of the mountain
across the valley on the south
side. In the good weather is was
not too bad. The trip up in the
afternoons was a trial at the best
of times. However, we knew
where all the wild grapes, per-
simmons and black haws grew.

On Saturday mornings it
was customary for someone
with a truck to pick up anyone
who wanted to go to Huntsville.
We always wanted to go. We
would be dropped off at the
courthouse and the truck would
be left in the A&P grocery store

’ England

- A -

parking lot. We would all gather
there around 5:00 for the trip
home.

We would hang around the
courthouse and sit on benches.
If the weather was bad we
could sit in the basement. The
restrooms were there and there
were lots of wooden benches
to sit on and read old National
Geographic magazines.

Country groups made mu-
sic and sang on the courthouse
steps and people threw coins
to them. Politicians made cam-
paign speeches and
men traded knives
and told tall tales. The
women sat round and
talked about quilting
and canning.

Sometimes Mama

Stan England

General troubleshooting and repair
Cleaning & safety check - Custom modification - Accurizing
FFL transfers - Firearms sales - Custom Engraving

1253D County Lake Rd
New Market, Al 35761
Englandgunsmithing.com

256-933-0136
Mobile:
256-585-5196

The Historic Lowry House

Presents the SUMMer Story—TeIIer Series

Turn back the years, relax in the beautiful gardens of

the Historic Lowry House and listen to well-known &
entertaining speakers talk about Huntsville in the old
days. Bring your lawn chairs and beverages. $5 per

person, children free.

Sunday, May 1 - Ron Harris - Mill Stories
Sunday, June 19 - Johnny Johnson - Lincoln Mill
Sunday, July 10 - Bruce Walker - Life Observations and

Family Lore & Legends

1205 Kildare Street - One Block off Meridian across from

Renaissance Theatre

Phone 256.489.9200
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and | would go to the Twicken-
ham Hotel and have a cold plate
lunch. It was a real treat. There
was ham and assorted cheeses,
olives and little red tomatoes
among other treats. Then we
had ice cream sundaes. A little
shopping was done during the
day and last was the grocery
shopping at the A&P just before
leaving. It was a job choosing
supplies to last an entire week.

Maybe a past like this one is
not worth revisiting, but | like
to do it anyway.

REGAL ENTERTAINMENT GROUP
HaHywwi StUim 18 #427

3312 Sawlk Mem*rial Parkway
Hitn.tsvuiB, Z¢¥ajtta jsvoi
(256)88X1101 affict
(256)88X1602 slwwtiMea


Englandgunsmithing.com
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A Letter CARLISLE GALLERY >

frOm Mom FINE ART & CUSTOM FRAMING

and Dad

Anonymous

My Child,

When | get old, | hope you
understand and have patience
with me. In case | break a plate,
or spill soup on the table be-
cause I'm losing my eyesight, |
hope you don't yell at me. Old
people are sensitive...always
having self-pity when you yell.

When my hearing gets worse
and | can't hear what you're say-
ing, | hope you don't call me
"Deaf." Please repeat whatyou
said or write it down. I'm sorry,
my child. I'm getting older.
When my knees get weaker, |
hope you have the patience to
help me get up, like how | used
to help you while you were
little, learning how to walk.

Please bear with me, when

| keep repeating myself like a Available For Purchase

broken record. | hope you just

keep listening to me. Please WNI. FRYE - 1855
don't make fun of me or get
sick of listening to me. Do you HISTORIC HUNTSVILLE
remember when you were little 801 HOLMES AVE. NE 539-1096
and you wanted a balloon? You
repeated yourself over and over
until you got what you wanted.
Please also pardon my smell,
I know | smell like an old per-
son. Please don't force me to
shower, my body is weak. Old
people get sick easily when
they're cold. | hope | don't gross
you out. Do you remember
when you were little? | used to
chase you around because you

“Only a government that
is afraid of its citizens
tries to control them.”

John Adams



didn't want to take a showver.

I hope you can be patient
with me when | get cranky, it's
all part of getting old. You'll
understand when you're older.

And if you have some spare
time | hope we can talk, even if
it'sjust for a few minutes. I'mal-
ways by myself all the time, and
have no one to talk to. | know
you're busy with work. Even
if you're not interested in my
stories, please have time for me.

Do you remember when you
were little? | used to listen to
your stories about your teddy
bear, no matter how many
times you wanted to tell it.

When the time comes and
| get ill and bedridden, | hope
you have the patience to take
care of me. I'm sorry, if | acci-
dentally wet the bed or make a
mess. | hope you have patience
to take care of me during the
last few moments of my life.

~“MaOld Huntsville Page51

I'm not going to last much lon-
ger, anyway. When the time
of my death comes, | hope
you hold my hand and give
me the strength to face death.

And don't worry, when
I finally meet our Creator,
I will whisper in His ear to
Bless you, because you loved
your Mom and Dad. Thank
you so much for your care.

With much love,
Mom and Dad

AAUCTION

Tt emtx e <<

- No Phone Bidding!

+ Major Credit Cards =~
*r Accepted!

APRIL AUCTION DATES

B&WAUCTION

356 Capshau Road
Madison, AL 35757
(256) 837-1559 or (256) 837-8377
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Climate-Controlled
Smoke-Free Facility
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Building Will Be FULL!

te

LOCAL & OUT-OF-TOWN HAULERS AND ESTATES!
OVER 600 LOTS FOR EACH OF THESE SALES!
OUR BUILDING WILL BE FULL!

SATURDAY, APRIL 9, 2011 @ 4:00pm: Load from Pennsylvania coming in for this
sale. Over 600 lots including China Cabinets, Sideboards, Tables, Chairs,
Dressers & Chests, Beds & BR Suites, Sofas, Dining Room Suites,
Advertisements, Glassware, Tray Deals, Lamps, Lots of Smalls, and other
Miscellaneous & Unique Items. Also, local estate of higher-end modern furniture

models and makers.

SATURDAY, APRIL 30, 2011 @ 4:00pm: HUGE SALE, featuring Eddie from PA.
Eddie has delivered some of his “best" choice-lots of the year. Once again, over

600 lots for this date.

Included is a large pottery collection. Also, ANTIQUE

Furniture, Collectibles, Glassware, Advertisement, Tray Deals, and other
Miscellaneous & Unique Items. Additional “hand-picked" local & out-of-town
haulers and estate items will be available for bidding.

*For pictures and directions, fog onto www.a”*ctSonzip.com - Auctioneer LD. 45484

Wilson Hilliard, ASL #97

Bill Ornburn, ASL #683

Charles Thorpe, ASL #392


ctSonzip.com
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Memories
of the
River Bridge

by Georger Swartz
(from a 1931 interview)

As the river bridge (bridge
on South Parkway) is nearing
completion (1931) and will soon
be dedicated, I believe itis fitting
that the present day generation
should know something of this
site's early period of importance
to the Tennessee Valley, espe-
cially Huntsville. John Ditto, in
the fall of 1802, came down the
Watauga trail from some point
in Virginia, stopped where the
present site of Huntsville is
today, and built a lean-to pole
shack against the river where
General Cook's army is shown
to have crossed at John Ross
ferry, where Chattanooga is
today. He was also enroute to
the Creek country, touched the
Coosa River at Ft. Armstrong,
and down the meanders of the
river to where he joined Jackson
at Littaflichee above Ft. Strother
on the Coosa in the eastern Mis-
sissippi territory, now eastern
Alabama.

James White established
a salt house at a point where
the present bridge heels on
the north bank of the river to-
day. This was about 1828. He
was called Salt White, because
of his salt trade, by the early
steamboat men. Capt. Mathew
Mohan married Betty Cooper in
1830. She was a daughter of the
proprietor of Cooper's tavern,
then located at the point today
where the Huntsville city hall
stands. This property was the
first sold by the commissioners

“When buying & selling are
controlled by legislation, the
first things to be bought &
sold are legislators.”

P. J. O'Rourke

of Huntsville and bought by
John Reed, who paid $715 for it.
Later a tavern was builtand run
by the Coopers. Miss Cooper
was in Roes Seminary on Roes
Mountain, now Monte Sano
since given that name as a de-
velopment project. Capt. Mohan
had learned the shoals trade as a
flat boat pilot beginning in 1812.

McAbee

He met the girl at the tavern. As
these shoals pilots would come
up the Watauga trail from the
point where itbranched off the
Natchez trail at Colbert's ferry,
they would stop at the tavern.
After Capt. Mohan married he
took his bride to Ditto's Land-
ing, and was warehouseman for
James White for several years.

Come Visit Us

Huntsville

L | Mele ity w7 ...,

(JustWest of H
Store Hours M-F 8-6:00 PM

At McAbee Medical...we care for you like family!

We are a full service Home Medical Equipment provider.

Specializing in:

*Respiratory (Oxygen and CPAP Supplies)
Power Chairs and Scooters

*Hospital Beds

*Bathroom Safety Supplies

eLift Chairs

We Accept Most
Major Insurances

*Rollators, Walkers, and Wheelchairs
..... and Any Other Type of Equipment

The

Plzzerla

Phone (256) 882-5477
10300 #14, Bailey Cove Road

House Specialty Pizzas, Pastas, Sandwiches, Stromboli
& Calzones, Appetizers, Salads & Desserts
Great Everyday Prices & we offer Carry-out,
Delivery or Dine-in

Let Pizzeria cater to your every need! Birthday parties,
club meetings, banquets ... whatever the occasion,
The Pizzeria will make it special!



After steamboats were built
he ran on the river above the
shoals. He went on them and
was the first flat boat shoals pi-
lot to qualify as a licensed pilot
by the steamboat inspection
service from Ditto's Landing
to Eastport Landing, Miss., at
the foot of the shoals. This was
in 1852 after Congress passed a
bill Aug. 30,1852 compelling all
officers of steam vessels serve
three years and qualify to get
licensed. Capt. Matt K. Mohan,
son of Matthew and Betty Mo-
han, lives today at Hartselle,
Ala., and is 92 years of age.
Hence, the above information.

I have known two early and
steamboat men who knew John
Ditto personally, Capt. Tom
Miller, and Jesse Allison. These
men told me much about Ditto's
Landing in 1807 and 1809, and
the first steamboat over the
shoals in 1828. She sank on Bird
Iron shoals two miles below
Ditto's Landing in the early
1830s, was raised and rebuilt
into the steamboat Enterprise
at John Ditto's boat yard on the
river bank below the present
ferry boat landing today.

Ditto's Landing road was
an important thoroughfare
and much traffic was engaged
over it, taking all products
from Huntsville to the river to
be shipped south. Flour was a
big item shipped in via Ditto's
Landing road. There was an
inspector kept at Ditto's who in
those days was called a flour in-
spector, really was a surveyor of
customs in a simple way. Hunt-
er Peel's map of 1825 shows the
Ditto's Landing road, which is
now called the Whitesburg Pike,
since the landing took that name
about 1833.

“The Supreme Court has
ruled they cannot have a
nativity scene in Washing-
ton, D.C. They couldn’t find
3 wise men and a virgin.”

Jay Leno

Make Y our
Own Herbal
Soap

Place 2 tablespoons of
finely chopped lemon ver-
bena or lavender into 2 table-
spoons warmed glycerin.
Place in a warm place for sev-
eral days. Strain and finely
grate 12 tablespoons of un-
scented soap or soap flakes
and melt in top of a double
boiler. Remove from heatand
add the scented glycerin to
the melted soap. Add 1 table-
spoon of honey. Mix well and
pour into greased molds.

Allow to set until the soap
is cool and hardened.
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Rhonda Manning
Gets in Touch with
Your Departed
Loved Ones.

She is a Medium who is also a
Clinician with 18 years in Prac-
tice. She will be here April 22,
speaking at Paranormal Study
Center. Reserve your session
now at:

rhondagmanning@comcast.net

http://www.rhondagmanning.
com/index.html

Presentation:
"Questions and Answers
About the Other Side"
4/22 Radisson Hotel 6:30 pm.

$8 admission

www.parapsychologystudygroup.com

Each day
IS a gift.

ALL HOSPICES ARE NOT THE SAME. Hospice Family Care
is Madison County’s only not-for-profit hospice provider and was one of
the first hospices to open in the United States.


mailto:rhondagmanning@comcast.net
http://www.rhondagmanning
http://www.parapsychologystudygroup.com
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Civil War
News from
Jackson
County

Huntsville Daily
Confederate, Feb.13,1864

Recent advises from Jackson
County, Ala., represent the ter-
rible devastation throughout the
county, except where there are
mountain defiles and fastnesses
favorable for guerrilla opera-
tions. We are told that Maj. Lem-
uel G. Mead is operating in that
county with five companies,
and with good effect — that he,
recently, captured and brought
out 20 prisoners. He remains,
with his men, in the county and
subsists them there, at points,
where it would be dangerous
for the Yankees to travel and
they are discreet enough not to
attempt it.

There are three Tory com-
panies there — one raised in
Jackson County, the Captain of
which is Ephraim Latham, who
deserted from the 50th Ala., (in
which he held the rank of Lieu-
tenant,) about a year ago. The
other two companies are from
DeKalb County, Alabama. The
Yankees feel contempt for them
and stigmatize them as the 1st
Alabama Tory Battalion.

We are told that one of the
miscreants, Sample by name,
not long since, went to the house
of Elias Barbour, a true South-
erner, and beat Mrs. Barbour
with a hickory stick, and only
desisted when her daughter, he-
roically, seized an axe and drove
him off. We are, also, told that
an old "Rebel" woman, living
near Bellefonte, was struck by a
Yankee, with a stick, on the back

of her neck, breaking it.

One of the parties from
whom we get our information,
represents that he was under
arrest at Stevenson and had
an opportunity of learning the
sentiments of Sherman's Corps
on the question of re-enlistment,
and they, generally, declared
that they would not re-enlist.

Another said he did not be-
lieve over ten men would sign
the enlistment papers again.

“l remember when Google,
IPod, email and modem were
unheard of, and a mouse was

something that made you

climb onto a table.”

Sandi Henderson

Tassies

6 0z. cream cheese
1 c. butter
2 c. flour
2 ¢. brown sugar
3 T. butter
3 eggs
31 vanilla extract
1 c. chopped walnuts

Blend cream cheese & butter,
gradually add flour to form a
smooth dough. Refrigerate in
bowl for 1/2 hour. Meanwhile
blend sugar, butter, eggs, and
vanilla together, stir in nuts.
Lightly grease mini-muffin tins.
Form pastry into small balls
and press into tins to cover bot-
tom and sides of each cup with
thin layer. Add filling to fill 3/4
of shell. Bake at 325 degrees
for 25-30 minutes. Lift tassies
out of muffin tins when cool.

Ar wtf certain rbing atet/t the

future is its uncertainty,

dr's neber too early tv be responsible.

&urRamify (fare F'rngnatns

freefamiliesfrom emotional ami

financial dedsion-maifng Srben numbed by

tbe loss ofa irftred one,

LAUGHLIN SERVICE

Funeral Home & (frmcttory, Inc.

2320 "Hob Wallace tyfte. ff-W/.

5342471
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HUNTSVILLLE, AL
4008 University Dr.
(Just west of Jordan Ln.)

830-0069

DECATUR, AL

1711 Central Pkwy.
584-0069
Official Spoosore of The M e Stae! SEMINARS
(Clal op00SOrE 0T INE 1\V1 € Jlal! SEMINARS

Wear your Pleasures T-SHIRT for WORKSHOPS,
FREE Admission to the game!! Fri- CLASSES AND
day Night is Ladies Night at the Sta-
dium. Join the Pleasures Patrol Team DISCUSSIONS
in SKYBOX 17 for Free Gifts, Prizes
and a Free one hour seminar hosted by Scheduled dates, times
the Intimacy Clinic. Meet us Friday and fees will vary, so

April 15th! Taxes, Baseball & Pleasures! we have listed them on

our website at

OUTDOOR PATlO OpenS SOO”' MyPleasureStore.com

Honoring the ladies of Burlesque and the

roaring 20’s, the outdoor patio will fea- Discover his Hot Spots.

ture this classic decor, film clips and 2. How to Flirt Date and
movies from that era on our big screen. Meet your Mate.
Enjoy beer and wine prices to match! 3. Aphrodisiacs and how
COLD DRAFT BEERS only $1.50. to prepare them.

Wine and Sangria $2.00. Hookahs $10

IN

. The Secrets moves of
Kama Sutra.
5. Erotic Dance Moves.

Roll Your Own Cigarettes! T
6. Communication to save

$20 per Carton! your relationship.

Pleasures of Decatur, AL has 7. Speed Dating

Expanded! Visit the newest addition 8. Alternative Lifestyles

of our Tobacco store featuring Roll Explored.

your own Cigarette Machines. Save 9. Sexy Distractions from
your dollars and your health! Use our work and TV.
machines to roll a carton injust 15 10. Save your Marriage

with these 10 Rules.

FREE T-SHIRTS!

. online or call the
Check our online calendar for the events and

clubs where you will find the Patrol Team
and claim your free T-shirt and prizes.

Pleasures Store at
830-0069

NMyFPleasuressSstore.corm


MyPleasureStore.com
MyPleasureStore.com

Open Daily 10-5

Sunday 1-5

Located in the historic three-story, 23,000 square-foot Lombardo
building andfeaturing over 80 dealers

Whether you are lookingfor antiques, the
perfectgift, or the rightpicture to hangon a
wall - you willfind all ofthem at Railroad
Station Antiques. Located Downtown
at 315 Jefferson at the comer of Monroe
across from the Roundhouse.

Books at Shaver's include:

You'llfind New, Autographed
Hard-to-Find and Out-of-Print books

including topics such as:

Alabama Grand Ole Opry
Antiques Kathryn T. Windham
Architecture Local Authors

Art Madison County
Aviation Poetry

Cemeteries Railroads

Children Southern Literature
Civil War Space

Cotton Mills Sports

Decorative Leather Tennessee

First Editions Tennessee Valley
Fishing & Hunting Theology
Genealogy World War ||

AND MUCH MORE!!!

Railroad Station Antiques

Shaver’s

Top 10 Books of Local &
Regional Interest

1. Growing up in the Rocket
City: A Baby Boomer's Guide (over
200 photoslillustrations) by Tommy
Towery $15

2. Remembering Huntsville: 131
Vintage Photographs by Jacque
Reeves $16.95

3. Reflections from the Front
Porch: Mayberry Stories in Madison
County by Harold Fanning $13.99

4. Echoes of the Past: Old
Mahogany Table Stories by Nancy
Rohr $15.00

5. Life in the Skillet: Lessons
from Lick Skillet, Alabama by Harold
Fanning  $13.99

6. An Alabama School Girl in
Paris, 1842-1844 by Nancy Rohr
$17.95

7. Historic Photos of Huntsville:
199 Vintage Photographs by Jacque
Reeves $39.95

8. Hidden History of No. Ala. by
Jacquelyn Procter Reeves $19.99

9. The Farm in Jones Valley by
Ray Jones $18.95

10. Life Along a Dirt Road by
Harold Fanning $12.95

- (256) 533-6550

Shaver’s Books - (256) 533-7364 Email shaversbks@comcast.net


mailto:shaversbks@comcast.net

