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History And Stories of the Tennessee Valley

The Story of 
“Miss Mariah” 

Worley
Miss Mariah was 
married in 1922 

and the marriage 
ended in divorce in 
1923. She kept her 
married name until 
her death, but she 

always felt honored 
by being called 
“Miss Mariah.” 

At some point after 
her marriage and 

divorce, Miss Mari­
ah began living the 
way people lived 
many decades 

earlier.
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Lewter's Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather, 
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington 
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with 
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.
While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more 

employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers 
insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the 
same location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777
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The Story of
“Miss Mariah” Worley 
(Bradford)

by William Sibley

On Aug. 26, 1889, Miss 
Mariah Magnolia Worley, the 
youngest of eight children born 
to Allison Woodville Worley 
and Rebecca Catherine (Moon) 
Worley, was born in Madison 
County, Alabama, probably in 
the Cave Spring community, 
east of Owens Cross Roads 
because that is the community 
where the Worleys and Moons 
have lived for many years.

When Mariah was a teen­
ager she became a public school 
teacher. In those years a pro­
spective teacher was required 
to take an examination and if 
that person "stood" or passed 
the examination, he/ she could 
earn a license to teach. Those 
teachers who were licensed in 
this manner usually attended 
normal school or college during 
vacation from teaching school, 
working toward a degree or up­
grading their certificates. This 
was the process that I think Miss 
Mariah used.

When I was teaching at 
Owens Cross Roads during the 
decade of the 1960s, Mrs. Mary

“A two-year old is kind 
of like having a blender, 

but you don’t have a 
top for it.”

Paula Gentle, Athens
Z3

L. Thomas Ryan, Jr.
Attorney At Law

2319 Market Place, Suite B
Huntsville, Alabama 35801 

Telephone Fax
(256) 533-1103 (256) 533-9711

ESTATE PLANNING, LIVING TRUSTS, 
WILLS, PROBATE

"No Representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of 
legal services performed by other lawyers."

(McLemore) Buford, my former 
Sunday School teacher, was a 
member of our faculty. She and 
I were talking one day, and I 
said to her that the children of 
Mrs. Lola Hatfield (nee Moon) 
were students at our school and
that their mother was my first 
grade teacher at Big Cove. Mrs. 

uford said, "My first grade 
teacher at Toney was Miss Mari­
ah Worley. Today, she lives the 
life of a hermit."

That remark naturally stirred 
my curiosity and I asked my 
Aunt Stella Sibley, a long-time 
teacher, if she knew Miss Wor­
ley. Aunt Stella replied that she 
did know Miss Worley and that 
she had seen her in Huntsville 
recently and each had recog­
nized the other, although they 
had not seen each other in de­
cades. Aunt Stella also said that 
Miss Worley was dressed the 
way people dressed in the 1800s. 
I learned from Aunt Stella that 
Miss Worley had a relative on 
our faculty and that relative was 
Mrs. Lorene Glover.

My curiosity was running 
very high by that time and I 
asked Mrs. Glover about Miss 
Mariah. She responded by 
saying, "Yes, she is a cousin 
of mine and she has chosen to 
live like a hermit." Both Mrs. 
Buford and Mrs. Glover told me 
that Miss Mariah was a brilliant 
person, but that she also was a 
very private person. I learned 
from those women that Miss 
Mariah kept up with current 
events, could name all of the 
Presidents of the United States,
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Professional Estate 

Liquidation
Did you inherit it? Collect it? 
We can organize it, Price it & 
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and their party affiliations and 
that she also knew the names of 
all United States Senators and 
most, if not all, of the names 
of the members of the United 
States House of Representatives.

A 1906 edition of THE GUR­
LEY HERALD reads, "Prof. A. S. 
Hodges and Miss Mariah Wor­
ley attended the teachers' insti­
tute last Sunday." All teachers 
were required to attend the 
annual institute, so this shows 
that Miss Mariah was teaching 
at the age of seventeen.

A 1909 edition of THE 
GURLEY HERALD reads, "Miss 
Mariah Worley, who has been 
teaching school at Toney, has 
returned home. We are glad to 
have her back." Miss Mariah 
would have been Mrs. Buford's 
teacher at some time between 
1906 and 1909.

I have been told by several 
people that Miss Mariah was 
a teacher at DeBow's Point 
School, AKA Grayson's Point 
School, located three miles 
southwest of Gurley. I have a 
1909 student body picture (with 
the teacher) of the one-room 
school, and I have been told 
that the teacher appears to be 

by MJ LLC

Do you need to settle an Estate? 
Downsizing or moving to a smaller home? 

Clean out and organizing your garage or attic?
Organizing and running your Estate-Garage-Yard Sale? 

Let us clean out - pack up - sell off or donate your items! 
fyt Uue etub to tie up? £et Jbuue bub help tie them up tight!

Visit us on the website at: looseendsbymj.com
Email: mjailor@looseendsbymi.com

Miss Mariah. I learned that she 
had also probably taught at the 
Worley School, located at Lowe, 
Alabama, a postal pick-up and 
delivery station, located near 
the point where the communi­
ties of Berkley and Cave Spring 
come together. One unique 
thing about DeBow's Point 
School is that it is bounded on 
the southeast by Keel's Moun­
tain, which puts the school in 
a shadow part of the year and 
having no electricity, the school 
had to suspend classes early 
many times each year.

In 1954, a Gurley relative 
of Miss Mariah wrote to Miss 
Mariah, inquiring how they 
were related to each other. The 
Gurley lady had a family con­
nection to this writer, and I was 
given a copy of the letter that 
Miss Mariah wrote in response 
to her cousin in Gurley. Miss 
Mariah's handwriting is unbe­
lievably beautiful. One can look 
at her cursive writing and tell

The Good Lord didn’t 
create anything without a 
purpose. But mosquitoes 

come close.

WELCOME TO AUTHENTIC THAI CUISINE ATTHAI GARDEN

DINE IN OR CARRY OUT
AH FresL Mens 6 Vegetables 

No MSG - No Preservatives Used

Mon - Fri - Lunch 11 ant - 2 pm 

Dinner 4:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

Sat - Dinner only 4:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

Closed Sundays

800 Wellman Avenue 
(In Historic Five Points)

(256) 534-0122H.C. BLAKE INC.
Plumbing, Electrical 

Heating, 
Air Conditioning

Mary Jim Ailor
256-658-2718 534-0781

looseendsbymj.com
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STROKE
Every second counts.

Know the symptoms. Act F.A.S.T.
Face droops on one side
Arm drifts downward when raised
Speech is slurred
Time - Call 9-1-1 immediately
About 1.9 million brain cells die every minute a stroke goes untreated.

Huntsville Hospital is designated a Primary Stroke Center by the Joint Commission and 
has earned the American Stroke Association^ Gold Plus Award for quality in stroke care.
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that handwriting was taught as 
an art as well as a communica­
tion.

Miss Mariah's letter begins 
by telling her relative how she 
is so happy to hear from her 
and continues, "We sure had a 
tough time here this winter..." 
She relates that her brother, 
John William Worley (who lives 
nearby) was "nearly past go­
ing earlier. I keep 4 or 5 warm 
rocks in the bed with him at all 
times." She also visits him "4 
or 5 times some nights and sit 
up some nights as much as 2 or 
3 hours." Miss Mariah reports 
that she has been losing much 
sleep lately because she is "giv­
ing medicine, warming rocks, 
propping pillows, etc."

She reports to her relative at 
Gurley, res, warm weather is 
about here. I've planted onions, 
cabbage plants, snap English 
peas and parsnips..." She plans 
to plant carrots and beets next 
week.

John William Worley died 
Sept. 12, 1954, one day short 
of his eightieth birthday. Miss 
Mariah had another brother, Joe 
Ben Worley, who lived near her, 
who died at the age of 83 in 1962 
at the home of Miss Mariah.

Miss Mariah was married 
to a Mr. Bradford in 1922 and 
the marriage ended in divorce 

Hartselle Indoor 
Flea Market

Hwy. 31 South Hartselle, Al. Sat. & Sun. 9-5

Come see us at Hero World Collectibles!

All Different types of T-Shirts - S.E.C. Merchandise.
All Styles of caps,wallets, jewelry, belt buckles, 

comics, purses, etc.

Thank you for your business with us this 
past year and God Bless you and your family.

in 1923. She kept her married 
name until her death, but she 
alway-s felt honored by being 
called "Miss Mariah." At some 
point after her marriage and 
divorce, Miss Mariah began liv­
ing the way people lived many 
decades earlier.

While I was teaching at Ow­
ens Cross Roads School, chil­
dren would tell me stories about 
Miss Mariah and how they 
admired her and respected her. 
One of those pupils was Paul 
Honea. Paul and his sisters 
(and family) loved Miss Mariah 
very much and she also loved 
the Honea family. Recently, I 
located Paul by phone. He now 
lives out of state and we had a 
very productive conversation 
about Miss Mariah. Paul still 
recalls vividly his years of being 
a neighbor of hers.

The story I got from Paul is 
as follows. Miss Mariah taught 
Paul and his sisters that God 
had a purpose for all things 
He created, and that no snakes 
should be killed (near Miss

“Apparently, I’m supposed to 
be more angry about what Mitt 
Romney does with his money 

than what Barack Obama 
does with mine.”

David Burge

R
 CLOUD NINE
AMT A In-House Massages

■ Terese Stevens, LMT
9 Alabama License #992

y Swedish

Neuromuscular
Deep Tissue

I
Phone:256/337-6989

Gift Certificates for All Occasions

In business 10 years!Windsor House
Nursing Home / Rehab Facility

Our team approach to rehabilitation 
means working together to enhance 
the quality of life and by re-shaping 
abilities and teaching new skills. We 

rebuild hope, self-respect and a desire 
to achieve one’s highest level of 

independence.

‘Complex Medical Care 
‘Short Term Rehabilitation 
‘Long Term Care
Our team includes Physicians, 
Nurses, Physical Therapist, 
Occupational Therapist, Speech 
Therapist, Activity Director and 
Registered Dietician

A place you can call home....
4411 McAllister Drive

Huntsville, Alabama 35805 

(256) 837-8585

Licensed & Insured

Michael’s
Cabinets Inc.

Custom Cabinets & 
Countertops 

2106-D West Ferry Way 
Huntsville, Al. 35801 

(256) 489-2427 

Michael Clay * Jeff Worley 
Over 30 years experience
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Mariah's house) except rattle­
snakes and copper heads, and 
only because those snakes are 
dangerous. Other snakes do 
away with rodents and other 
garden pests.

Miss Mariah knew the sounds 
of insects, rodents, birds, rep­
tiles, etc. and could identify 
those creatures by sound and 
by sight. She would not allow 
anyone to kill a spider because it 
was more helpful than harmful.

She always had a small herd 
of goats and she always drank 
goat's milk. Paul reported 
that he churned (hand-cranked 
dasher) many, many times so 
that Miss Mariah could make 
goat's cheese.

Miss Mariah made all of her 
clothes and her dresses were 
always ankle-length. She also 
wore only stout shoes.

She had her own beehives 
and robbed the bees herself. She 
sweetened everything she could 
with honey, but Paul reports 
that she occasionally bought 
a bag of sugar that lasted for 
months.

Miss Mariah had an old 
pump organ and would invite 
Paul and his sisters to come to 
her house to listen to her music.

Paul reported that it was dif­
ficult to do Miss Mariah a favor 
without her returning the favor. 
Each spring she would get Paul 
and his sister to climb into her 
attic and tear down the nests 
that the starlings had built there. 
She was afraid that her house 
would be infested with mites. 
Paul said that Miss Mariah 
would give them treats each 
time ana he would always find 
two quarters at the bottom of the 
container. When one did a favor 
for Miss Mariah, her thought 
was always, "Much obliged."

Miss Mariah raised straw­
berries and blueberries and she 
shared those berries with the 
Honea family.

One day as my class was 
studying about farm foods and 
products, I asked if any of the 
pupils' parents or grandparents 
made hominy. One little girl 
reported, "Miss Mariah does."

Paul reports that Miss Mari­
ah had a three-burner wood 
kitchen cook stove and that she 
heated the house by a fireplace. 
I personally have seen many 
short logs and stumps in her 
yard, and a horseshoe-pitching 
friend of mine told me that he 
once offered to split wood for

It’s a grill, smoker & 
oven all in one!

The ONLY ceramic cooker made in 
the USA

We invite you to our showroom to 
see the Primo, Kamado Joe and our line 
of grills and grilling accessories, as well 
as dry rubs & sauces.

Southern Home 
& Hearth

2611 University Dr. 
Huntsville, Al 35816

256-534-1715 or 
256-534-8199 

www.southernhomeandhearth.com

We do Lay-Aways

HALL BROTHERS MOVING
Huntsville’s Choice for Local & Long Distance Moving

Experience - Efficiency - Integrity I
* Office Relocation

* Records Storage
* Guaranteed Pick-up &

Delivery Dates

* Owner on Every Job

* Commercial & Residential
* Licensed, Bonded & Insured @9

* All Types

* Free Estimates

Packaging & Crating 

Antiques & Pianos 

Load & Unload

BBS
) MEMMFW

[[Hall Brothers ’ll

Moving tj 

®, Licensed & Insured J 

■ AllTVpeSof L 
Mj MovingJoh8 (

539-5322
We Still Believe In Customer Service!

http://www.southernhomeandhearth.com
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Miss Mariah, but she thanked 
him and told him that she could 
take care of herself. Paul also 
said that she warmed her bed 
with rocks in cold weather, just 
as she did for her brother.

Miss Mariah had no well, but 
she had three rain barrels and 
would catch those barrels full 
of water for drinking, wash­
ing, etc. She always boiled out 
the impurities before using the 
water tor drinking or cooking. 
Paul reports that his father and 
other neighbors dug a well for 
her, but the taste of the water 
was not good, so they pumped 
water to her house.

As Miss Mariah progressed 
in years, her needs became 
S eater, and she felt that she was

reed to get electricity (in the 
late 1960s) and a telephone for 
emergency purposes. She was 
approximately eighty years old 
at the time.

There are several words that 
could describe Miss Mariah. 
Among those words are amaz­
ing, brilliant, independent, re­
markable, intelligent, and other 
positive words. I always wanted 
to visit her and interview her, 
but I respected her wish for 
privacy and I have always felt 
that I missed out on a great op­
portunity by not interviewing 
her. Mrs. Glover encouraged me 
to stop by her house, pointing 
out that she knew my people 
and would be glad to have me 
as a visitor.

Miss Mariah died on Aug. 
19, 1987, one week before her 
ninety-eighth birthday. She is 
buried in Moon Cemetery in the 
Cave Spring community, east of 
Owens Cross Roads.

Wonderful Vidalia’s
Did you know that the an­

cient Egyptians held the onion 
in such high esteem that civil 
officers recited their office oath 
while holding an onion, similar 
to how politicians swear oaths 
while placing their hand over 
the Bible today? The Egyptians 
considered onions fit for roy­
alty and revered them for their 
perfect geometric exterior, with 
layer forming spheres within 
spheres.

During the Middle ages, on­
ions were so valued they were 
even used as rent payments 
and wedding gifts.

Designer onions and stor­
age onions are perfect for the 
health-conscious. In fact, stud­
ies at East Texas State Universi­
ty identified a chemical in onions 
that is very good for your heart.

A fresh Vidalia onion has a 
light golden-brown bulb and 
a white interior. Its shape is 
rounded at the bottom and 
somewhat flat at the top or stem 
end. Ordinary storage onions 
are darker, have a thicker skin 
and are generally more round 
or oblong.

Vidalia onions have a high­
er water and sugar content 
than other onions,making them 
susceptible to bruising, and 
therefore must be handled with 
care by the grower, retailer and 
consumer.

Since Vidalia onions are 
available only part of the year, 
sweet onion lovers buy them 
in quantity (50 or 100 pounds) 
and store them for extended 
enjoyment. The key to keeping 
Vidalia’s for a long time is to 
keep them cool, dry, unbruised 
and separate from each other.

Baked Vidalia Onion 
Recipe

Peel and core the onions, 
place in a greased baking 
dish. Fill your onion cores 
with 1 tablespoon butter 
and a tablespoon of soy 
sauce. Cover and bake 

in preheated oven at 350 
degrees for 45 minutes. 
Remove cover, continue 
baking for an additional 

15 minutes.
Each guest gets one 

onion.

Spry Funeral 
and Crematory

Homes, Inc."
Family owned and operated 

since 1919

(256) 536-6654

Valley View Cemetery
open with 100 acres reserved 

for future development

U256) 534-83611

Daniel, age 8

“Angels talk all the way 
while they’re flying you 
up to heaven. The main 

subject is where you went 
wrong before you 

got dead.”
Phone (256) 830-9160
Fax (256) 430-0881

Si InterSouth
-“•« properties

“Leasing and Managing Huntsville’s Premier Office Buildings”
* Highland Office Park, Phases 1 & 2
* Park West Center
* University Square Business Center 
*8215 Madison Blvd.

Visit us at www.intersouth-properties.com

http://www.intersouth-properties.com


Crumbs from a Rich Man's Table
By Johnny D. Barnett

I was born in 1940 when 
times were hard. But some 
way Dad was able to keep my 
sister and me fed. We didn't 
have clothes like other kids 
but we always had something 
to wear. When World War II 
started you could only get a 
little sugar and lard. It was 
very difficult to get gas.

Dad was trucking ice, at 
the time, seven days a week. 
Come Christmas time Dad 
would cut a cedar tree for us to 
decorate. We had no electric­
ity for lights but Mom would 
pop corn and we would string 
it all around the tree. It looked 
so good to us. For Christmas 
we got one stick of candy and 
an apple. We were glad to get 
that, some kids got nothing at 
all. Mom woulakill a chicken 

and make dressing for Christ­
mas dinner. It sure was good.

As time went on the war 
ended and things got better.

All my memories came 
back to me today. I was at 
Hardee's when a kid came up 
to me and asked me if I would 
buy him a drink. I could see 
myself in that kid. He said the 
church gave him crackers and 
peanut butter.

I gave him more than 
enough money to help him 
out. He thanked me over and 
over again. Tears came to my 
eyes. I saw my young years 
all over again. He said that he 
didn't like to ask but needed 
help.

When I was young we 
didn't have much but at least 
we had a place to sleep and 
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food to eat. To him I was a rich 
man because he had nothing.

At that time I thought about 
the man in the Bible who ate 
crumbs from the rich man's 
table.

I had a heart operation in 
2000 and couldn't work for 
two years. It broke me. I asked 
the church for help and they 
did. I didn't want to ask but I 
was down and had no choice. 
Now, I am at the church that 
helped me every Sunday 
morning and Sunday night 
unless I am sick.

I have not forgotten how 
hard life can be sometimes. 
But this I know, God will 
never turn you away.

“About all I can say for the 
U.S. Senate is that it opens 

with a prayer and closes 
with an investigation.”

Will Rogers

Don Broome Studios
7446 Clubfield Cir.

Huntsville, Ala. 35802

Custom Framing is expensive, I don't have any 
overhead. I buy closeout moulding and pass the 
savings to you. Attn: business owners, posters, 
awards, signs etc. why pay more?

256-880-3497 cell 256-656-1457
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Interesting News Items from 1885
* Georgia's New Capital
Atlanta, GA Sept. 1 - The cornerstone of the new Georgia Capi­

tal was laid today with imposing ceremonies by Gov. McDaniel, 
on the behalf of the Capital. He reviewed the history of Georgia 
and made patriotic references to the war and to the present place 
and prosperity of the country. The ceremonies of laying the stone 
were conducted by John G. Davidson, Grandmaster of the Grand 
Lodge of Masons. The procession was a half mile long and twelve 
hundred Masons were furnished by a chorus of one hundred 
trained voices. Several Huntsvillians were in attendance.

* Decatur, AL - The quiet of the Sabbath was somewhat dis­
turbed at the report being circulated on the streets Sabbath morn­
ing of an assault made by Rev. L. Hensley Grubbs, Editor of the 
Decatur News, upon one Mr. Bennett, his printer. The particulars 
of the matter are somewhat concealed and as a result, quite a 
number of reports are in circulation.

The best we can gather are these: The printer was on his usual 
Saturday night drunk, and made some demands on Mr. Grubbs 
for money which he could not or would not comply with. Words 
passed, and finally the printer was cohered and shaken up a bit. 
Being too drunk to resist, he submitted as best he could.

* An important case in law
The case of J. R. Stegall against the city for impounding his hogs 

was tried before Justice Figg yes­
terday but the justice withheld 
his decision until today. This case 
involves a nice point in law.

The defendant's counsel, Oscar 
R. Hundley, Esq., holds that the

Free Estimates 
Licensed S Insured 

References
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John M. Bzdell 326-8053
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Audra Wilson 
Expert Hair Care

Booth Space for 
Lease - Great Location 

at Church & Pratt

Lawrens
809 MADISON STREET 

HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

1701 University Dr. 
(corner Church and Pratt) 

(256) 534-5002

BRIDAL REGISTRY
China, Crystal, Silver, Pewter, Table 

Linen, Cookware.
Decorative Accessories, Invitations and 

Announcements, Lenox China & Crystal, 
Fine Linens & Cottons For Bed & Bath.

X__________________ ___ __________________/
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city has no right to take posses­
sion of the hogs without due 
process of law, it being in con­
travention with the Constitution 
of the state. And if the city had 
such a right it could not prevail 
in this case as the hogs escaped 
from the owner's premises or 
were let out, without the own­
er's knowledge.

The decision in this case will 
be of much interest to many of 
our faithful readers.

* Advice to Women who 
Stoop

Don't be taken in by the new 
Shoulder Braces. Nature fur­
nished the needed braces to 
keep the shoulders in position, 
and when you use the artificial 
method these natural braces be­
come weak for want of exercise. 
The best way to cure stooping 
shoulders is to carry a weight 
on the head a half hour morning 
and evening. Make the weight 
large. There is no other single 
exercise so valuable as carrying 
a weight on the head. A bag of 
sand weighing twenty pounds 
is a good beginning.
* Huge Rattlesnake

WillWeaver entered the offic­
es of the Mercury this morning 
with a huge rattlesnake which 
measured four feet three inches 
in circumference. The snake had 
been killed a few hours previ­
ously by Squire Cornelius on 
A. J. Esslinger's place. It was 
adorned with thirteen rattles 
and a button.

* The new residence of Mr. 
Jackson Rand on Randolph 
Street is nearing completion

It will very soon receive the 
last finishing touch. It is a large 
ten-room building and promises 
to be one of the handsomest of 
the many beautiful homes for 
which Huntsville is so justly 
noted.

* The Female colleges of our 
city

The colleges are receiving 
new pupils every day. The pros­
pects of both are very flattering. 
Our educational advantages are 
very superior and Huntsville 

ought to be one of the greatest 
seats of learning in the state.

* Query to the Daily Mercury
"Please publish the names of 

all the policemen of Huntsville 
on the day and night force; and 
when they are changed from 
day to night duty; and what pay 
they receive per month. What 
was the population of Hunts­
ville in 1880?"

Respectfully, a Subscriber

From the Mercury: "The 
names of the day force are Brit­
ton Franks, City Marshal; and 
Wm. Blakemore, Mounted Po­
lice. The night force consists of 
Z. P. Davis, Chief; A. E. Bailey 
and Signey Pentecost.

We have not learned what 
salaries they get. There is no 
change made from day to night 
that we know of. The night po­
lice come on duty at 8 pm and 
remain on duty until 5 am.

The population of Huntsville 
in 1880, as per the Census re­
turns, was 4,998."

* News from the Jail
Capt. McGehees reports that 

his "boarders" are all enjoying 
good health, and taking every-

Ayers Farmers Market
IT’s Spring! We are so excited, 

WE WET OUR PLANTS!
Beautiful Annuals, bedding plants, vegetables, 

ferns & House Plants

Sweet, fresh strawberries are here from Brown’s Farms!
We have eggs, cheeses, candies, canned goods and delicious 

LOCAL HONEY FROM BILL MULLINS AS WELL AS BINGHAM HAMS

Phone 256-533-5667
Open Mon-Sat 8am - 6pm; Sunday 8am - 5pm

Located at the SE corner of Governors & Memorial Parkway

Now there’s another 
four-letter word 
associated with 

moving and storage.

Easy.
PODS is a whole new way to 

move and store that’s a lot less 
stressful and a lot more conve­
nient. With PODS, you can take 
your time moving or storing your 
belongings. We deliver a POD 
right to your door, you pack it 
at your own pace and we deliver 
it anywhere coast to coast or to 
our dry and secure warehouse. 
It’s that simple.

Consider it moving and stor­
age on your own terms, without 
the time-constraints, deadlines 
or cursing.

PODS
1-888-776-PODS

www.PODS.com

http://www.PODS.com
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thing cool - except their coffee - 
at the Madison County "hotel." 
They are all willing to be inter­
viewed, and they all maintain 
that they are held in "durance 
vile" - without just cause. Very 
soon twelve of their peers will 
decide that issue for them.

* Encounter with a Sting Ray
Maj. Sheffield, of this town, 

was on crutches the other day 
receiving the congratulations of 
his friends, stating that he felt 
first rate and hoped to be able to 
throw his "wooden legs" away 
in short while. While in Mobile 
at the beaches, he waded into 
the water and had an encoun­
ter with a sting ray. The fish 
was about a yard wide, and the 
sting penetrated his leg about 
three inches. The first sensation 
was as if he had been pinched 
right sharply. He was about 
200 yards from the shore at the 
time. Knowing himself hurt, he 
got back to shore as soon as pos­
sible. About halfway there the 
poison began to pass through 
his system, and the pain became 
terrible. When the stinger was 
pulled out the barbs spread out 
all around and lacerated the 
flesh, making a hole an inch 
wide.

"Ordinarily," said the Major, 
"a little whisky effects me very 
quickly, but on this occasion I 
drank over a pint of whisky - 
maybe a quart - and swallowed 
two doses of morphine, and all 
of it had no more effect than so 
much water."

"I groaned and grit my teeth 
mighty hard. I tell you it was 

the most awful suffering a man 
ever could have had. I would 
have gone crazy if it had not let 
up when it did. The pain lasted 
5 hours, and my leg swelled up 
like a watermelon. Since the 
pain stopped I have had a pleas­
ant time. Everyone has been 
very kind to me."

*At the Justice's Court
Esquire Figg had a case yester­

day which was "a family affair." 
From the evidence it would ap­
pear that James Rutledge whips 
nis wife. Mr. Rutledge admit­
ted having "slapped" his other 
half, but not hard enough to 
hurt her. His Honor delivered a 
lecture bearing on the conjugal 
relations which should exist 
between "twain of the flesh" 
and explained to Mr. Rutledge 
that "slapping" was not in ac­
cordance with the teachings of 
the Apostle Paul, who exhorted 
husbands to love their wives. He 
drew a pleasing mental picture 
of a happy home, where love 
reigned supreme, where never a 
harsh word was spoken, where

Free Attorney Consultation for Bankruptcy
The Law Firm of

MITCHELL HOWIE
Legal Services - Probate - Estate Planning - Wills

256-533-2400
No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal 

services performed by other lawyers.

Allied
Photocopy

Quality Reproductions 
Black & White <v Color

1 JI i 9 * • Tel >

"Sizzling Fajitas Are Our Specialty"
VOTED HUNTVILLE'S BEST MEXICAN RESTAURANT

IlwW.

T Delicious Lunch Buffet Mon.-Fri. 11am to 2pm 
^ Complete Take-out Menu and Banquet Facilities 

ri Hours Mon-Thurs Ham - 9pm
11 Fri & Sat 11 am -1 Opm Closed Sunday

lv wev ' way wrj

156-539-6075*156-534 ’9161
FAX 256-536-4639
1008 MEMORIAL PKWY SW
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O’LE DAD’S
BAR-B-Q

Also Serving...
Hot Dogs
Hamburgers Slaw Dogs 
Chili Dogs
Cheeseburgers

Get your Mom out of the kitchen and bring 
her to the screened-in porch at Ole Dad's 
during this unbelievably good weather! 

Happy Mother's Day to all you Beautiful 
Moms out there! We hope you have a warm 

and fun day with your families and wish 
that for you every day, too!

Sandwiches
Pork Sandwich 
Turkey sandwich 
Rib Sandwich

1/2 chicken plate
Pork plate
Rib plates 
1/2 Chicken Plate 
Ribs (Slab)
Ribs (1/2 Slab) 
Whole Chicken 
Whole Shoulders

Sides
French Fries 
Potato Salad Pies 
Baked Beans 
Green Beans 
Hushpuppies
Salads
Chicken Fingers

Bill & Rosemary Leatherwood, owners
256.828.8777 - 256.828.8778

Hours of Operation:
Closed Sunday and Monday 

Tues-Fri 10am - 8pm 
Saturday - 10am - 7pm

14163 Highway 231/431 North 
Located in the beautiful city of Hazel Green
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all was peace and happiness and 
joy, and then he fined Mr. Rut­
ledge seven dollars and a half.

* Fighting Tornadoes
A local man has thought of a 

way to fight tornadoes, which 
he has described in a letter to 
"The Scientific American". His 
plan is to blow them up with 
gunpowder. A keg of powder 
is to be kept to the southwest of 
the house or village to be pro­
tected. The reason for placing 
it at that particular point of the 
compass is because experience 
shows that tornadoes generally 
move toward the northeast.

When the dreadful funnel is 
first seen, Mr. Schultz would 
have a cool-headed man wheel 
the powder into line with the 
approaching storm. He would 
then retire about 100 yards to 
the northwest, wait until the 
devouring air monster was just 
over the keg and then fire the 
powder.

His idea is that, as it is a well 
known characteristic of torna­
does to take long leaps through 
the air, sometimes skipping 
wide reaches of country, a 
charge of gunpowder properly 
applied would give the tornado 
a lift that would save a village. 
He also believes that with a 
sufficiently large amount of the 
powder, with explosions prop­
erly timed, the tornado could 
possibly be annihilated.

Dilworth
*Mr. J. C. Dilworth, a highly 

estimated and generous citi­
zen of Huntsville, died at his 
residence on Meridianville Pike, 
last evening at 6 o'clock. The de­
ceased was beloved by all who 
knew him.

He bore his painful illness 
with the fortitude and resigna­
tion of the Christian soldier, and 
it is a grand consoling thought 
for his family that he is finally 
at peace.

Creme Brulee Cheesecake
by Nancy Holliman

Crust:
1 box Real Vanilla wafers, crushed
1/2 to 3/4 stick soft butter

Combine ingredients and spread over bottom and sides of a 
springform pan.

Filling:
5 (8-ozj pkgs, cream cheese
1-3/4 c. sugar

2 T. vanilla
3 egg uolks
1 c. whipping cream

Beat filling ingredients other than whipping cream for 5 minutes, 
then add cream at lowest speed of mixer. Pour into prepared crust. 
Place in cold oven and bake 15 minutes at 450 degrees. Reduce 
heat to 200 degrees and cook for 2 hours. Turn off oven and let 
cake sit overnight before chilling.

Topping: Right before serving, sprinkle light brown sugar over 
top of cake and place 4-6 inches under the broiler for 1 minute or 
so until brown. Watch carefully and rotate pan as necessary.

Center for Hearing, LLC
7531 S. Memorial Parkway Suite C Huntsville, Al 35802

Maurice Gant, BC-HIS
Board Certified Hearing

Instrument Specialist

Phone (256) 489-7700

• Free Hearing Tests and Consultations
• Zero down financing with low payments
• Competitive pricing
• Service and repair of all brands and makes of aids
• Hearing aid batteries
• Appointments - Monday thru Friday from (8:00 am 

until 5:00 pm) and Saturday upon request

00508041

HEART OF PIXIE 
Popcorn & Supply 

Fun Food Equipment & Supplies
We also carry equipment & supplies for Sno Cones, Shaved Ice, 

Nachos, Chips & Cheese, Cotton Candy, Funnel Cakes, Lemonade, 
Candy Apples, Hot Dogs, Deep Fryers, and Much, Much More!

Visit our showroom for the largest array of 
equipment and supplies in the South.

Perfect for Little League baseball - football games - basket­
ball games - concerts - festivals - carnivals. Free delivery!!

Toll Free (877)828-3270 - Local (256) 828-3270 - Fax (256) 828-4393

191 Darwin Road - Huntsville 35811 
www.heartofdixiepopcorn.com

http://www.heartofdixiepopcorn.com
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Timeless Tips
* Get some of that good 

elephant garlic, peel and cut into 
pieces and place in vegetable oil 
for use later.

* Broccoli is very good for you, 
steam it briefly, then put in a bowl 
with a bit of margarine, lemon juice 
and chopped, raw Vidalia onions. 
Delicious!

* A small bag of sulphur kept 
in a drawer or cupboard will drive 
away red ants. Black ants hate 
borax powder - just place some 
at the point where they come into 
your home.

* The secret of good health is to 
eat lots of onions. The trouble is, 
keeping that secret a secret.

* Hosta plants are great for 
shady areas of your garden, and 
will come up multi-fold year after 
year. Plant them towards the back 
of the house, with smaller bushes 
and flowers in front.

* Branchesof elderbush hung in 
the dining room will clear the house 
of flies. There is an odor in them 
that flies detest.

* If rats enter your cellar, a 
little powdered potash thrown in 
their holes or mixed with meal and 
scattered in their runways will drive 
them away for good.

* There is not a prettier walk 
than through downtown Huntsville - 
including Old Town, Five Points and 
Twickenham - during this season of 
the year. There are plenty of side­
walks, huge trees and beautiful old 
homes. Get yourself some good 
walking shoes and come on down!

* Cayenne pepper will keep the 
pantry and storeroom free from 
ants and cockroaches. If a mouse 
makes an entrance into any part of 
your dwelling, saturate a rag with 
cayenne, in a solution, and stuff it 
into the hole, which can then be 
repaired with either wood or mortar. 
No mouse or rat will cut that rag for 
the purpose of opening communi­
cation with a depot of supplies.

* To marinate your meat get 
some Ziploc storage bags. Clean 
your meat and place it inside the 
bag with your marinade - toss in 
fridge and change its position sev­
eral times to get a good soak.

* Eggs for boiling should be 
as fresh as possible. A newly laid 
egg will generally recommend itself 
by the delicate transparency of its 
shell.

* To keep your breath smelling 
fresh when you can’t brush your 
teeth, carry some mint tea bags 
with you. Chew on one after a 
lunch or dinner and your breath will 
be very fresh.

West Station 
Antiques 

Come visit us in 
Owens Cross Roads at the 

Historic Hornbuckle Garage 
on old Hwy 431.

Phone (256) 725-BOOK (2665)

Books - Paper Items 
Postcards - Linens - Quilts 
Pottery - China - Glassware 

Sterling Silver - Jewelry 
Furniture

Visit us at our website: 
www.gibsonbooks.com

3037 Old Highway 431
Owens Cross Roads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

New Hours: Thurs - Sat 10-5
Sun -1 - 5

Off Sill
Slllortiqj Saw

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury
* Workers Compensation

“Helping You Is Not A Job - Zfi Our Mission”

929 Merchants Walk (256) 534-4502 Office
Huntsville, Al (256) 534-4503 Fax

(256) 233-3328 (Athens)

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed 
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.

http://www.gibsonbooks.com
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Slim Lay:
A Winner Never Knocks, 
and a Knocker Never 
Wins

by Billy Stone

Through my mind's memory 
radio, I am beginning to hear 
static — now I hear "The Steel 
Guitar Rag" playing. It is the 
sign-on, sign-off theme song 
for the Slim Lay show. Slim is 
on the air again doing his daily, 
popular, country snow from 
WBHP in Huntsville. Slim has 
been in Huntsville since 1953 
and on WBHP since 1958. His 
show is heard three times daily, 
at 6 a.m., 11 a.m., and at 4 p.m. 
He has a gospel music show 
on Sunday at 9: 45 a.m. It is the 
most listened to country and 
gospel music show in Hunts­
ville and North Alabama. Slim is 
talking as if he is sitting in your 
living room. He makes every 
listener feel that they are his best 
friend in the world. He makes 
you feel like you know every 
one of his sponsors personally. 
Today he is doing his show from 
his home at "Mush Island" in 
Hazel Green, Alabama.

Adrian "Slim" Lay was born 
in Cullman, Alabama and his 
name became a household word 
in North Alabama for over 30 
years. However, Slim had many 
detours along the way 
before he settled in Hunts­
ville. Slim was an accom­
plished musician and his 
trail of music making took 
him too many places that 
any young, energetic, tal­
ented musician in country 
music would love to go. 
Slim got his first $4.95 
Sears and Roebuck guitar 
at an early age and won 
his first amateur contest 
at age 12.

Slim toured the U.S. 
with the Royal American 
Show as a young musi­
cian and later moved to 
Birmingham, Alabama 

to work with Happy Wilson 
and the Golden River Boys on 
WAPI radio. After a short time 
in Birmingham, Slim moved to 
Atlanta to work with Lost John 
and the Kentuckians on a tran­
scribed show that covered 285 
stations across the country.

At the recommendation of the 
Grand Ole Opry's Bill Monroe, 
the Kentuckians along with Slim 
moved to Nashville, Tennessee. 
While working in Nashville, he 
joined a group on the Grand 
Ole Opry that needed a fiddle 
player and MC. While work­
ing at the Grand Ole Opry, he 
received a call from Uncle Sam 
and spent thirty-three months 
in the Army.

Through the years as a mu­
sician, he became friends with 
many great entertainers such 
as Hank Williams, The John 
Daniel Quartet, Milton Es­
tes, Little Jimmy Dickens and 
George Morgan, all who were 
regular members of the Grand 
Ole Opry.

During his tour at the Grand 
Ole Opry, Slim married, had 
two children, and decided to 
move his family to Huntsville 
and become a disc jockey. While

I wondered why the 
baseball kept getting 

bigger and bigger. 
Then it hit me. 

Cotton Patch Antique Mall 
15664 Highway 231/431 Ntorth

Hazel Green, Al 35750

(256) 539-4788 or (256) 828-5562
We now have New Furniture as well as Antiques

Shirley & Rooster

Clark Electric Co.
Serving North Alabama and Huntsville 

since 1939
"No Job Too Small"

(256) 534-6132 or (256) 508-0403

working in radio, he became so 
popular that he was in big de­
mand as master of ceremonies 
for many events throughout the 
country.

He honed his talent as a disc 
jockey and his show became 
the most sought-out program 
for advertisers in North Ala­
bama. Slim's gentle kindness

I R.G. NAYMAN CO. INC~

RGN
GENERAL CONTRACTORS

General Contractors 
Residential & Commercial 

Specializing In
Fire Damage Repairs

"A Contractor You Can 

Trust"

533-9016
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transmitted through the radio waves and made him 
trustworthy. The listeners would buy anything that 
Slim recommended. He would give his sponsors 
more than their money's worth on the radio. He 
was a mentor to several young country and Gospel 
artists in the Huntsville area and always had a word 
of encouragement for them. He was a great friend 
to Curly Putnam of Paint Rock Valley, who wrote 
"Green, Green, Grass of Home", "D-l-V-O-R-C-E" 
and many other country hits as he pounded the 
streets of Nashville.

Slim died in 1973 from a rare disease and coun­
try radio has never been the same in Huntsville or 
North Alabama since then. I remember that only a 
few months before he died, he called me to come by 
his house to see him. At that time, I was working a 
part-time job doing a gospel music show called "The 
All Day Gospel Sing" and a recorded weekday show 
called "Top Gospel Music." He said that he listened 
to my show and loved it. What a compliment from 
one of the best in the business. When I arrived at 
his home, Slim was barley able to move but greeted 
me with enthusiasm. He said that he wanted to give 
me something, as he pointed toward a large rack of 
gospel music albums. He told me to pick out the 
albums that I wanted and take the rack that they 
were in, with me.

Therefore, as my memory's radio plays, I can hear 
Slim signing off the air as the "Steel Guitar Rag" 
plays in the background and he says, "A winner 
never knocks and a knocker never wins", and when 
you feel you have reached the end of your rope, tie a 
knot in it with a prayer, and keep on smiling . It was 

reminded his listeners every day 
for years to live by as well.

Slim was never a knocker. 
Moreover, I am glad that I turned 
my memory's radio on and Slim 
Lay was on the air.

You can tell how big a person is by what 
it takes to discourage him.

Jf [L,

rrevensworldwide van lines
Murray Moving and Storage 

201 Green Cove Road 
Huntsville, AL 35803 

881-0661

We are a family owned and operated 
business for 50+ years. We take 

great pride in moving your household 
and know that each piece and box is 
valuable to you. We treat each house 

as if it were our own. The secret to our 
success is to do the job right the first 

time. Most of our customers are repeat 
customers.

Call for a free estimate.

not m it with a prayer, and keep 
principle that he lived by and he

*Tl
(256) 881-0661 r

Billy Stone wrote this 8 years 
ago. He has two published 
books available at Shaver’s 
and Amazon: “Puppy Dogs and 
Country Girls Don’t Belong on 
City Streets”, and “When the 
Germans Invaded Big Cove.”

“Politics is the gentle art of 
getting votes from the poor 
and campaign funds from 
the rich, by promising to 
protect each other from 

the other.”

Oscar Ameringer
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Heard On 
the Street

by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to the win­
ner of last month's Photo of the 
Month, Margaret McKenzie. 
The photo was that of beautiful 
Ann Franklin Schrimsher and 
Margaret said she recognized 
Ann by that gorgeous smile! 
Margaret is a retired Librar­
ian from the Huntsville Public 
Library where she worked for 
20 years.

The Landscape mystery pho­
to was a corner of the down­
town YMCA and the first caller 
to identify that was Kevin 
Clemons of Huntsville. Kevin 
currently works for the city, is 
an 11-year employee in Traffic 
Engineering, Signs & Marking. 
Congratulations to you, Kevin!

Lots of babies were born in 
April and we wanted to wish 
a special Happy Birthday to 
Jean Ayers who had an April 
10th birthday. This beautiful 
lady is the smiling face you 
see every time you visit Ayers 
Farmers Market on Parkway. 
Her daughter Susan loves her 
dearly and is the one who called 
to send this message out!

Another April birthday 
is someone many in the film 
industry are familiar with - 
Anthony Balch! He celebrated

with a rocking party at his home 
and in my opinion, Anthony 
looks as young today as he did 
10 years ago!

Jeannette King Chaney of 
Decatur was a young woman 
who did so much for the per­
forming arts in North Alabama. 
She was an award-winning 
performer and an actress and 
was known for her portrayal 
of Annie Sullivan, teacher 
and lifeline to Helen Keller 
in "The Miracle Worker". She 
died much too early and leaves 
parents Jeanne & James King 
of Huntsville, her daughter 
Samantha Chaney, sons Paul 
Chaney and Benjamin Chaney, 
husband Cecil, her sisters and 
many relatives and dear friends 
who will never forget her.

We can't say enough about 
our friends Debra and Alan 
Jenkins, who will be honored 
with the Arthritis Foundation's 
Annual Humanitarian Award 
for 2012. The Jenkins purchased 

and completely renovated the 
Merrimack Hall on Triana Blvd, 
and now it is used for events, 
shows and dancing. The honor 
is very well deserved.

Happy Birthday to our dear 
friend Linda Goldman! Make 
sure Darryl takes you out some­
where special!

We hear that Keller Wil­
liams Realty is sponsoring a 
huge garage sale to benefit the 
Downtown Rescue Mission. It 
will be held May 12 at the Keller 
Williams office at 809 Shoney 
Drive. Find a treasure and do­
nate to a great cause.

I met a really sweet lady re­
cently at Maple Hill cemetery. 
Tony Levine was there on one 
of those beautiful days when the 
dogwoods were in full bloom 
ana introduced herself to me. 
She loves the history of Maple 
Hill and was so interesting to 
talk with!

It's hard to believe that the 
Golden K Kiwanis have been 
helping children here in Hunts­
ville for 25 years! The group of 
older, energetic gents are cel­
ebrating their 25th anniversary 
this year, and they have been in 
charge of distributing the "Old

The first person to correctly 
identify the youngster below wins 
a full one-year subscription to 

“Old Huntsville” magazine.
Call (256) 534-0502

Ruth’s Nutrition
Let us Help Create a 
Healthier, Happier You!

Herbs - Vitamins - Massage - Reflexology 
Natural Foods - Clinical Herbalist 

Auricular Therapy - Magnetic Therapies 
Electrodermal Testing - Children’s Products

7540-P South Memorial Pkwy 
Rosie’s Shopping Center 

Huntsville, Alabama

(256) 883-4127
Open Mon - Sat 

info@ruthsnutrition.com

Hint: This “Mayor” knows alot 
about hair cutting.

mailto:info@ruthsnutrition.com


Huntsville" magazine for 21 of 
those 25 years. They say they 
are the oldest paperboys in the 
U.S.! They have raised over half 
a million dollars, all in quarters, 
for children here in this area. 
I'm so proud of each and every 
one of them.

Mark your calendars for Sun­
day, June 3 for the Old Town 
Hidden Garden Tour. There 
will be 12 gardens open that 
range from small to large, but 
every one is creative and will 
give you ideas for your own 
garden! You can get tickets the 
day of the event at the gardens 
that are open, or you may buy 
them at In Bloom, Brooks & Col­
lier or Harrison Brothers.

Bo Jackson is a name many 
people know - as an all-star 
sports figure in both the NFL 
and major League Baseball 
and the 1985 Heisman Trophy 
winner at Auburn. Bo recently 
conceived the "Bo Bikes Barna*'  
event to help victims of the 
April 27 tornadoes, to help his 
home state and to bring more 
awareness to the fact that we 
all need to help each other. He 
is enlisting other sports figures 
to take part in the ride, with 
cameras from ESPN following 
him, with the intent of raising $1 
million for tornado relief. The 
event is scheduled for Apr. 24- 
28 so by the time you read this 
it will have already taken place. 
I just want to say how proud I 
am of Bo and his crew and their 
determination to help others.

Congratulations to Monte 
Sano and its community! It 

has been designated Alabama's 
first Certified Community Wild­
life Habitat and residents are 
thrilled. It joins only 58 other 
communities in the nation to be 
certified. A special celebration 
was held at a ribbon cutting 
at the gatehouse, which was 
unused since the early 1950s 
but has now been turned into 
an education center. The gate­
house to Monte Sano was built 
in 1938 by the Civilian Conser­
vation Corps.

We certainly feel for the estab­
lished neighborhood that's near 
the dance studio on Whitesburg 
Drive. Many of those residents 
have been living there over 40 
years and just want some peace 
and easy road access in and out 
of their community. They don't 
have it several times during the 
day now because of the traffic 
blockages caused by people 
parking & picking up fnose who 
take classes. If tnere is a zon­
ing ordinance that says you've 
got to have a certain amount 
of parking spaces per sq. ft. 
of business, then the business 
needs to abide by that, just like 
other businesses have to. No 
matter whose mistake it was in 
the beginning.

BillNance was a name that 
many gardeners are very famil­
iar with. His talent in designing 
beautiful and classical formal 
gardens was known nationally. 
His gardens in Twickenham, 
Old Town and other areas of 
Huntsville are just breathtak­
ing. Bill passed away suddenly 
on April 20. He has left a huge
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void in the gardening commu­
nity and in the lives of his many 
friends, and we send our deep­
est condolences to his family 
and all who knew him.

May 2 is a special day for Bill 
Leatherwood, Jr. of Ole Dad's 
BBQ. He is celebrating his birth­
day with his family and friends 
and his wife Rosemary wanted 
to let everyone know how lucky 
she is to be married to such a 
special man.

All you sweet Moms out 
there - make sure your families 
pamper you on Mother's Day 
and let them cook for You!

Blinds, Shutters, Drapery, 
Woven woods, Cellular, 
Roman Shades & More

Your Total Window 
Treatment Provider

Rand’s Blinds Inc.

Bus: (256) 650-0465
Aesthetically Pleasing
Interior Window Treatments

Visit us at:

www.randsblinds.com

I

24/7 Emergency Service
♦ * * •

iilir
256-533-7163

www. united-specialist, com

http://www.randsblinds.com
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BbS recipes

Deep South Favorites

CrunckiLj Chicken Pie

3 chicken breasts
6 ribs celery, chopped
1 3-oz. pkg. walnut pieces
1 3-oz. pkg. pecan pieces
1 8-oz. carton sour cream
Salt & pepper to taste
1 c. grated cheese
1 9-inch pie shell, baked
Cook the chicken and cut 

into bite-size pieces. Mix all in­
gredients except for the cheese 
and fill the pie shell. Sprinkle 
the cheese generously over the 
top, sprinkle with a bit of garlic 
powder. Bake for 15 to 20 min­
utes at 300 degrees.

Hof Pineapple Casserole

2 15-oz. cans chunk pine­
apple and juice

5 T. flour
1 c. sugar
1 c. grated sharp Cheddar 

cheese

1/2 sleeve round butter 
crackers, crumbled

1/2 c. margarine, melted
Grease a 9x13 inch casserole 

and pour in the pineapple and 
juice. Add your flour and sugar. 
Next, blend 1/2 cup of the 
cheese, the crackers and melted 
margarine. Mix together, add 
the remaining cheese as a top­
ping. Bake at 350 degrees for 30 
minutes.

Cinnamon Cookies

1 c. butter
1 c. sugar
2 eggs, separated
1 t. vanilla
2 c. flour
2 t. cinnamon
3/4 c. chopped nuts
Cream butter and sugar; 

add egg yolks and vanilla. Fold 
in flour and cinnamon. Press 
dough on large cookie sheet; 
cover with nuts and press down. 

Beat egg whites til frothy and 
brush top of dough. Bake at 350 
degrees for 30 minutes.

Cut into strips while hot and 
remove from the cookie sheet 
at once.

Catfish Filets in Beer Batter

1 c. beer
2 c. flour
1-2 T. vegetable oil
Salt to taste
2 egg whites, beaten til stiff
12 catfish fillets
Let the beer stand open for a 

couple of hours. Mix all ingredi­
ents, fold in the egg whites last, 
coat the fillets and fry. Serve 
with lemon wedges and chunks 
of Vidalia onion.

Banana Nut I read

1/2 c. shortening
1-1/2 c. sugar
2 eggs

Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner. 
Featuring a full menu and the best 

country breakfast in town!

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY.SW 881-4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast 
8412 WHITESBURG DR So 882-0841

Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

EVERY 
MONDAY 
IS FAMILY 
NIGHT!

-**  Every Monday night Kids eat Free!
One child, 10 and under, eats free from 

our new kid’s menu with each paid adult 
entree. Offer good for Dine-in only.

YOUR HOSTS:
THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS J
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1 c. ripe bananas, mashed
2 c. flour
1/ 2 t. baking powder 
1/2 t. baking soda 
1/4 c. buttermilk 
1 t. vanilla
1 c. chopped pecans
Preheat your oven to 300 

degrees. Cream the shortening 
and sugar. Add the eggs, one at 
a time, beating well after each. 
Add the bananas. Sift your 
flour, baking powder, soda and 
salt together. Add flour mixture, 
then buttermilk. Mix well. Add 
the vanilla and nuts. Bake in a 
greased 5x9-inch loaf pan for 
an hour and 15 minutes. Cool; 
wrap tightly in plastic wrap. 
This will keep for about 2 weeks, 
and can be frozen.

1 16-oz. package of white 
chocolate, 1 cup peanut butter, 
and 116-oz. box Ritz crackers.

Melt the chocolate in top 
of a double boiler. Spread the 
peanut butter between two Ritz 
crackers and then dip them in 
the melted chocolate. Place 
them on waxed paper until the 
chocolate has hardened. Choco­
late can be tinted for parties.

Al mend Cool ie Bars

3/4 c. butter
1 1/2 c. flour
2 t. su gar
5 eggs, beaten

The Historic Lowry House
Make your Reservations 
NOW FOR YOUR SPECIAL 

EVENT IN A 
BEAUTIFUL SETTING!

Call (256) 489-9200 
FOR INFORMATION

«.----- «=

1205 Kildare St. 
Huntsville, Al 35801

2 c. sugar
3 T. almond extract
2 c. shredded coconut
Mix the butter, flour and 

sugar. Press into a 9xl3-inch 
pan. Bake at 350 degrees for 
15 minutes. Mix the remaining 
ingredients and spread over the 
pastry. Bake at 350 degrees for 
25 minutes. Cool and cut into 
bars.

Fried Ice Cream

1/2 c. caramel syrup
6 oz. corn flakes
1/2 gal. vanilla ice cream 
Vegetable oil
1 12-oz. carton Cool Whip
12 fresh cherries, pitted
Mix the caramel with the corn 

flakes til sticky. Scoop out the 
ice cream and apply cornflake 
coating to cover the ice cream. 
Store any left-over coating in 
the fridge. Drop the coated ice 
cream balls in hot oil (enough to 
cover the balls) for 15 to 20 sec­
onds. Place in a dish, top with 
whipped cream and cherries 
and eat immediately.

Fresk Sfrawberrtj Jam

Wash & hull berries. Mea­
sure berries and allow 3 cups 
of sugar for each quart of fruit. 
Place berries in pan and mash 
as they heat. Bring to boil and 
add sugar. Cook for about 20 
minutes, stirring frequently. 
The jam will be thick.

Pour into sterilized canning 
jars and seal.
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Gifts - Cut Flowers
Plants & Accessories

Weddings - Parties 

We deliver fresh 
flowers locally 
256-533-3050

Ron Cooper 

Mark Kimbrough

504 Pratt Ave.

g] Huntsville AL 35801 pfa

Restaurant With
The Trains!

883-7656
Country Cooking

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Mon. - Sat. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm 

Closed Sundays
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A Dream Come True: 
The Years 1911 to 1914

by James Record (1970)

Prohibition, horseless carriages and gol- 
darned flying contraptions likely had Madison 
Countians wondering what possibly could come 
next as the year 1911 rolled around.

Emmett O'Neal, the new Governor, had rid­
den into the Governor's chair on the prohibition 
issue as a champion of the "wets." It was never 
clearer than in August 1911 when Huntsvillians 
went to the polls and voted overwhelmingly in 
favor of reopening a liquor store after a few years 
of the "dries."

The new liquor store, this time operated by 
the City of Huntsville, opened on September 19, 
1911. James L. Overton was Dispenser and W. 
Shep Allen was Purchasing Agent. The store 
would last until June 30,1915.

Prices on Old Wakeman liquor in 1914 
was $1.00 a quart, and 25 cents for a half pint. 
Meanwhile, another 1911 Huntsville election 
saw voters approving a $100,000 bond issue 
by a vote of 284 to 113 to build a new city hall. 
Following approval of the voters for a new city 
hall bona issue, the city gave up the old Market 
House, renting it to the firm of M. H. May and J. 
P. Cooney, who remodeled it for their dry goods 
operation.

By then, too, cars were becoming even more 
and more commonplace in Huntsville; a little 
more so than some considered safe.

Madison Countians in 1911 got their first 
state car license tags, and Sheriff Hereford was 
having a heyday doling out fines. In the county, 
however, he had a hard time deciding if someone 
was speeding, as the law established the state 
speed limit as "reasonable."

Like the highway daredevils of today, there 
were always those out for a hazardous race, 
"dragging/' if you will, at fantastic speeds up to 
25 to 30 miles per hour. One such race involved 
A. C. Elder, John V. Matthews and Dr. C. W. 
Kranz.

One year later, 1912, 60 cars left Nashville, 
with 58 arriving in Huntsville after a "fast" trip 
of seven hours and forty-four minutes. They 
were entertained by the Huntsville Auto and 
Good Roads Association, headed by Clarendon 
Davis.

One of the more unusual events in Hunts­
ville's earlier history was sponsorship of the 
first "Flying Machine Show," in 1911 by the local 
Elks Lodge. The Gates biplane was featured. 
The Elks, ever active, in 1912, also sponsored

Cafe (Berlin
API RITI1 S

It's European!
964 Airport Road - (256) 880-9920
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what was billed as the greatest musical 
ever held in Huntsville. At the Elks The­
atre, managed by Walter L. Humphrey 
since 1905, appeared the Minneapolis 
Symphony Orchestra conducted by Emil 
Oberhoffer, using 55 musicians.

While new ideas were beginning to 
flourish in Huntsville, however, there 
were old problems in Huntsville appar­
ently going unattended.

The Madison County jail, for instance, 
was condemned by the state prison in­
spector and the 25 inmates ordered trans­
ferred to the Marshall County jail until the 
local "disgrace" could be made livable.

Hazel Green and New Hope public 
high schools were opened during 1911 as 
well. To the south, the Lily Flagg Gin was 
going strong with R. L. "Cap" Adkins do­
ing a bit of bragging about his electrified 
business. The gin was the first rural gin in 
Alabama operated by electricity. Adkins 
later sold it to Ed Warden, followed by 
other owners Aaron Bill and Joe Fleming.

Carlysle Davis, who had learned 
hypnotism from the famed Galvani at 
the Elks' Theatre, wanted to show off his 
new talent. It almost ended in the well- 
meaning Davis getting lynched. There 
was a gala affair at the local baseball field 
with the curious thronging in to see the 
mystic at work. More than 2,000 were at 
the field.

For his performance, Davis selected 
Ivan Benson as his subject. Before Hunts­
ville and the world, Davis put Benson into 
a trance and told him a girl was drown­
ing and to save her. Benson immediately 
dived nose first into a puddle of mud on 
the field. Folks considered the episode 
hilarious until they discovered no one 
could get Benson to stop "swimming" 
nose-down in the puddle. Davis discov­
ered he knew how to get Benson into the 
trance, but couldn't get him out of it.

AVERBUCH
Realty Co., Inc.
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The hypnotist headed for the 
hills, fearing he might find him­
self a victim of burning at the 
stake. A cool-headed Dr. West­
moreland finally cornered Davis 
in a hiding place, marched him 
back to the baseball field and 
told him to undo what he had 
done no matter how long it took. 
A rather muddy Benson finally 
snapped out of the trance under 
Davis' coaxing, but it was his 
last performance.

On the business front, 
Huntsville in 1911 gained its 
first oil company bulk opera­
tion, although the company 
had been in business for years 
in Huntsville. Standard Oil 
Company purchased land at the 
corner of Wheeler and Church 
Streets. Their 1912 manager 
was Lawrence R. Guinn. Too, 
the West Huntsville Cotton Mill 
resumed operations after two 
years of idleness, stated to have 
been "because of the high price 
of cotton."

D. C. Monroe, previously 
operator of a "tonsorial parlor" 
(barber shop), opened Hunts­
ville's first office supply store 
that year, too, and Alabama 
Power Company began looking 
into the possibility of coming 
into Huntsville. In July 1912 
officials met with city officials 
and took a 90 day option on 
the plant and franchise of the 
Huntsville Railway Light and 
Power Company.

The first office of Farm Agent 
was set up in Madison County 
with Robert S. McCrary and 
Clarendon Davis appointed to 
the post, jointly, to aid farmers, 

a year later. The Madison 
County Inferior Court was 
also created in 1911, with Ar­
chibald McDonnell becoming 
Judge and J. L. Ferguson the 
first County Court Clerk.

The Huntsville Public Li­
brary, destined to come into 
its own within four years, was 
located during 1911 on the 
third floor of the Elks build­
ing.

Virginia McCormick again 
showed her humanitarianism 
in 1911 by presenting a hospi­
tal to A & M College, costing 
$10,000. An operating room 
was later christened in Feb­
ruary 1912 by Doctors H. D. 
Westmoreland and F. E. Bal­
dridge. The William Hooper 
Councill Domestic Sciences 
building was also donated by 
Miss McCormick at a cost of 
$19,000.

William L. Quick, father of 
the Quick Monoplane, mean­
while was trying to establish a 
flying company in Huntsville 
with headquarters at the Skin­
ner garage on Clinton Street. 
A local 1912 edi­
tor got into the 
act, glamorizing 
Quick's plane. 
He described the 
plane as a "new" 
type monoplane, 
patterned after 
the Hawk, hav­
ing wings and 
a tail, with pro­
pelling arrange­
ments patterned 
after the insect, 
consisting of a 

vibratory propeller that made no 
revolution, but beat the air like the 
wings of a humming bird or fly. 
Quick has worked on it for nine 
years. He soon placed the plane 
back in storage again.

Competition came the same 
year, with a Curtis biplane put on 
exhibit in Huntsville as a benefit 
to raise funds for "The Moun­
taineers," a Huntsville baseball 
team. Joe Wiley reportedly was 
the pitcher.

In essence, the year 1912 was 
a relatively quiet year, with the 
new liquor store operating by the 
city fathers without controversy; 
electric cars roaming the area; and 
the county voting $12,062 to the 
Van Dorn Iron Works of Cleve­
land to repair the jail, according 
to plans of architect Fred Ausfield; 
and exploration of the Huntsville 
Cave under the courthouse by T. 
W. Pratt and G. W. Jones.

During the year, e;During the year, eggs were 14 
cents, hens 8 cents ana butter 13 
cents. Construction was slow, but 
it is known that at least 80 houses 
were built in Huntsville during 
the year.
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protective finish!
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The Silk Stocking Club orga­

nized with 12 members. Mrs. E. 
L. Adams was the first hostess. 
The Huntsville Suffrage As­
sociation was also organized 
with Mrs. Virginia Clay Clop- 
ton as President; Ellelee C. 
Humes, First Vice-President; 
and Molly Shelby Pleasants, 
Second Vice-President. The 
Ceramics Club was active with 
Mrs. W. S. Frost, president; as 
was the Study Circle, headed 
by Mrs. Alberta Taylor. Girls 
of the county could belong to 
"Tomato Clubs," being able to 
win a $100 award appropriated 
by the county governing body, 
for the best tomatoes.

The 1912 Grand Jury took its 
usual trips to county properties 
and found them in reasonably 
good condition, including the 
Pesthouse on Athens Pike, now 
under the supervision of George 
Mann, having six smallpox 
cases. They also journeyed to 
the county Poorhouse near New 
Market, consisting of six double 
log cabins, a mess hall, and 
keepers quarters. At the time 
there were 23 inmates.

Near the Poorhouse, New 
Market citizens took a step for­
ward before the year was out, 
with the formation of the New 
Market Telephone Exchange 
under L. R. Esslinger, Dr. J. E. 
Walker, M. M. Cochran, and 
J. H. Walls. Residents of New 
Market, unfortunately, were not 
ready and the idea didn't get 
very far off the ground.

It might have been a dull 
year except for a confrontation 

between Mayor R. E. Smith and 
Editor J. Emory Pierce. The two 
tangled in fisticuffs in a street 
fight. Mayor Smith, somewhat 
disgusted at losing his temper, 
fined himself $10 the next day 
for fighting in the streets.

One of the earlier auto ac­
cidents was reported in 1912. 
Walter Wellman, in his flivver, 
and Joe Bradley, in his touring 
car, discovered that there was 
room for only one car to travel 
the narrow road, particularly 
when both were traveling down 
the middle in opposite direc­
tions.

The county was destined to 
have a new courthouse. The old 
building was found to be in such 
a ramsnackled condition that 
a new building was planned, 
rather than additions to the old, 
which was found to be unsafe 
for additions, with exception 
of many 50 foot, 12 inch by 18 
inch yellow poplar beams that 
were still preserved in excellent 
condition. Consequently, archi­
tect C. K. Colley and contractor 
Little-Cleckler Construction 
Company began work then in 
earnest (during 1913.

There were great dreams of 
revelations into the past when 
demolition began and workmen 
tore into the cornerstone, ex­
pecting to find historical docu­
ments. They found nothing.

“Behind every great man is 
a woman rolling her eyes.”

Jim Carey

In the meantime, while con­
struction was underway, county 
offices moved to the Elks build­
ing, which had been taken over 
by Lena Garth the same year for 
nonpayment of mortgage by the 
local Elks Lodge.

Something new came to 
Huntsville in 1913, giving the 
Barnum and Bailey Circus the 
same year some real competi­
tion. Folks called the new thing 
the "Talkies." The movies with 
sound tracks were first present­
ed at the Elks Theatre, only six 
months after the Edison break­
through in the East in "talkies".

Beautification buffs were on 
the rampage in 1913. The un­
sightly ruins of the Huntsville 
Hotel, burned earlier, almost 
prompted a vigilante committee 
as the site was still left aban­
doned, charred just as the fire 
had left it.

Townspeople eventually 
forced owner J. E. Penney to be 
fined by the city for failing to 
clean up the ruins.

At least another whipping
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post for the City Beautiful Club, 
organized in 1912 with Mrs. 
J. R. Jones as President, was 
the insistent demand that the 
citizens stop hitching animals to 
the courthouse fence. That same 
age old cry again! And they 
wanted a city auditorium, and 
they wanted — the list was end­
less; well-meaning, but hardly 
enough to bring prompt action 
from officials that some accused 
of spending their time trying 
to hide from the improvement 
groups.

During 1913, Huntsville got 
its first "whiteway" electric sys­
tem, with Mayor Smith and E. C. 
Betts from the Chamber of Com­
merce signalling the switch-on.

While electricity was now 
common, it wasn't until 1913 
that the Post Office got its first 
electric lights, replacing the gas 
lamps. The change may have 
been prompted by natural gas 
being shut off in Huntsville 
when the deep well flooded 
during the year.

At Gurley, too, changes 
were in store, compliments of 
W. J. Austiss of Scottsboro, who 
rented the old Gurley City Hall 
to install Gurley's first moving 
picture theatre. The same year, 
1913, a Post Office was built at 
New Market.

Apparently the theatre was 
doing a booming business, even 
advertising Pabst Blue Ribbon, 
despite the probable efforts of 
the newly organized Madison 
County Women's Christian 
Temperance Union against the 
advertising. The Union was 
organized in 1913 with Mrs. R. 
Y. Geron as President. Their or­
ganization also brought to the 
forefront much talk and action 
about "houses of ill repute" and 
of "bottle clubs."

South of Huntsville, the 
beginnings of what would be­
come Madison County's most 
exclusive Rod and Gun Club 
took shape. Pratt Harris, on 
behalf of others, acquired 200 
acres around Byrd Spring for a 
Country Club. The area devel­

oped into what is today known 
as the Byrd Spring Rod and Gun 
Club and was not used for a 
Country Club, as such.

Also before the year was out, 
a formal cornerstone ceremony 
was held at the Courthouse, 
and the building was formally 
opened. H. C. Pollard, Wor­
shipful Master of the Masons, 
presided at the cornerstone cer­
emony. The new Courthouse, 
119 feet long, a brick and stone 
building two stories high, had 
a basement, four entrances and 
stone columns on each side. The 
building would remain practi­
cally intact for 50 years. But, for 
the Courthouse, there was that 
perpetual problem. There was 
still the hue and cry about hitch­
ing animals around the court­
house to the fence. But now the 
Market House 
operation had 
moved to the 
Square. Even 
the pet deer on 
the old Court- 
house lawn 
would go. The 
small herd was 
given to Miss 
Virginia Mc­
Cormick who 
transferred 
them to her 
Kildare estate.

Hunts- 
ville's claim 
to fame in the 
music world 
went unno­
ticed. In 1914, 
a little known 
former band 
director at

Hesiod
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A & M College had an idea for 
a new touch for the music world. 
The Negro gentleman was W. C. 
Handy. The song? None other 
than the "Saint Louis Blues", 
credited with beginning the 
Blues craze in the U. S.

Auto hill races became popu­
lar. Jeff Terry won a 1914 race 
with Mr. Beckner of the Hunts­
ville Taxicab Company coming 
in second. At least, though, the 
city had now decided that 10 
miles per hour wasn't too much 
for a safe speed.

“Don’t let a flattering woman 
coax and wheedle you 

and deceive you; she is 
only after your barn.”
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Scholarships for Students
Golden K Kiwanis of Huntsville 

provides scholarships for 
Alabama A&M University and 

Oakwood and Calhoun Colleges

Golden K members distribute Old Huntsville 
raising $20,000 annually for community activities

Other Huntsville-Madison County groups Golden K supports

Alabama Science Fair, Everybody Can Play Playground, 

Blount Hospitality House, Boy-Cub Scout Troop 400, 

Children’s Advocacy Center, Downtown Rescue Mission, 

Court Appointed Juvenile Advocate, Second Mile, 
Huntsville Achievement School, Toys for Tots, 

Huntsville-Madison County Library, Salvation Army, 

Riley Behavioral & Education Center, Madison County Special 

Olympics and Veterans Memorial Museum

Huntsville Golden K Kiwanis meet Thursdays at 8 a.m. at the Downtown Rescue 
Mission, 1400 Evangel Drive, for breakfast and programs of interest. 

Men and women are invited to join us for breakfast.
Give us a call at 256-468-5059 and we’ll set another place at the table for you.

Visit our website: www.GoldenKHsv.org.

Golden K Kiwanis 
Huntsville, AL

http://www.GoldenKHsv.org


Old Huntsville Page 28

Huntsville Manufacturing 
Company

This editorial was written in 1975 by Owen 
Hammett, Editor of "The Huntsville Parker" 
which was a Plant and Community newsletter 
published monthly by and for the employees of 
Huntsville Manufacturing Company.

Thanks to Teresa Hall for providing the material

Do you ever sit down and recall the "good old 
days"? Well, your editor did just that and then 
shared his memories with those present at the 25 
Year Club meeting on November 23rd. You may 
be interested in what was said, so with several 
pictures of those earlier 25 Year Club meetings the 
memories and comments are presented here. We 
are happy to share them with you.

Twenty-nine is a good record for a service 
organization. You might say the 25 Year Club 
has been a member of the 25 Year Club, now, for 
about 4 years. Many of you - active and retired 
- remember the first meeting and have a perfect 
attendance record for the entire 29. I remember 
quite a few - the old recreation room now filled 
with size kettles, drawing-in equipment, offices, 
etc., was the earliest scene of these meetings - then 
they were moved to the Home Economics Room 
at Joe Bradley School. As I remember it we had 
real close communion there because of the space.

Now, at each of these meetings either a group of 
church ladies or the Home Demonstration 
Club prepared and served the food. Our 
programs followed about the same format

E-mail Address
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as they do today.
With the modernization of Joe Bradley 

School a lunchroom was added and our long 
and happy association with the several lunch­
room managers began. When Joe Bradley closed 
we moved to Ridgecrest and hopefully will have 
many more years of happy association with the 
school.

I can remember some of our programs and 
while they have all been good, some have been 
better than others. We've imported speakers, 
had local speakers and used the home grown 
variety - such as Judge Dave Archer, outgoing 
Sheriff Jerry Crabtree and others.
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Huntsville, Alabama 35801 1974
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At Bennett Nurseries, you’ll find a relaxing, park-like 
atmosphere. Here you can get ideas from our 
landscaped display areas, and walk through acres of 
greenhouses. Music plays in the background and 
refreshments are served. Please shop with us today.

Pick out your roses & color baskets before 
Mother’s Day, most of them will be gone after 
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Come see our Unusual Annuals 
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I particularly remember a 
talk made by the late Carl T. 
Jones, at the first meeting I at­
tended in 1948, and, Mr. Buford 
Wilkes made some extempora­
neous remarks at those early 
meetings that were humorous 
and at the same time carried a 
deep message. Also, at a cou­
ple of meetings Octava Smith 
played the piano and Mr. Clar­
ence Holmes played the clarinet, 
to the delight and enjoyment of 
those present. Myrtle Masey, 
retired this year, can remember 
those early meetings because 
she helped prepare the meals. 
Those attractive school girls 
who helped serve the meals 
now have children of their own 
who would be old enough to act 
in that capacity.

My point here - and I sup­
pose one is in order - is that con­
tinuity of service means putting 
down roots and becoming iden­
tified with something meaning­
ful. You certainly would not 
want to identify with something 
that was meaningless. Our lives 
are built about these memories 
- and you know something? 
We very seldom remember 
those meaningless experiences, 
for any length of time. This is 
as it should be; we build and 
grow toward happier things as 
we profit from the meaningful 
things that we experience.

What has all of this to do 
with the short trip down mem­
ory-lane? It's this - from my 
first year of service at this plant 
I think I sensed a certain some­
thing that the members of the 

25 Year Club had and it could 
be detected as they went about 
their daily duties. You know 
what? I was jealous -1 wanted 
the thing that I sensed they 
had. I wanted to belong and 
experience that feeling. They 
had pride in their jobs, their 
length of service, their homes, 
their churches and schools, their 
families, their community - they 
believed in what they were do­
ing and they were an important 
part of the whole scene.

I coveted 
that then - no 
longer. I am 
experiencing, it 
seems to me at 
least, that same 
feeling that I 
sensed in the 
25 Year Club 
members be­
cause I've been 
a member of 
this fine group 
for some three 
years now.

Humans 
have a social in­
stinct - we have 
a desire to be a 
part of a group 
and to be ac­
cepted by that 
group.

Notice, if 
you will, that 
winners tend to 
associate with 
winners, people 
with dedication 
tend to associ­
ate with other
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people who are dedicated, losers 
tend to gravitate toward others 
who are similarly inclined. The 
group here, tonight, is a group 
of winners - it is the best group 
anywhere. You have proven 
you are capable, willing and 
able to do a job. You are a group 
that I identify with, with great 
pride. If that sounds like brag­
ging, it is. We work with a great 
group of people and we work 
for a great company.

Although the immediate

Serving hearty German fare 
in Huntsville Since 1972.

Star Market
and Pharmacy

Old Fashioned Service & Courtesy

Your Friendly Neighborhood 
Pharmacy & Grocery Store

Located in Historic Five Points 
702 Pratt Ave. - 256-534-4509
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future is not as bright as it was 
at the middle of the year I think 
that in the near future, things 
will turn around and condi­
tions will improve. I know that 
with people like you working 
for a company like ours we can 
weather this period of reces­
sion and continue in our great 
tradition.

Some Interesting Pastimes 
of Employees of Huntsville 

Manufacturing -1975

How about a honey bee sting 
for your wife's rheumatism or 
half dime for a cup of coffee. 
Don't laugh until you've seen 
it. Many people here at the mill 
have been doing unusual and 
interesting crafts for quite some 
time and a few are going to be 
featured here.

We started looking for mill 
employees with unusual hob­
bies around the first of Novem­
ber and after a couple of days 
of photographing the hobbyists 
we came up with some devoted 
craftsmen and crafts women.

* John Phillips, #2 Card, 1st 
shift supervisor, is a keeper of 
bees. We see him holding the 
bees up to the camera. He rarely 
gets stung. Elen Mae, his wife, 
will tell you there is nothing 
better to ease the pain of rheu­
matism than a bee sting. Let one 
of the bees sting you below the 
elbow and your stiffness is gone.

* For the last four years 
Mrs. Freda Gay, a warp spin­
ner on the first shift, has been 
devoting her spare time to 
painting bottles. Freda uses a 
variety of oaints on her differ­

ent bottle shapes. With small 
brushes she dabs on acrylic or 
crystal paint. Freda says Mrs. 
Butterworth bottles are in big 
demand and she can't paint 
enough of them. Many of the 
bottles, when viewed up close, 
have a starry or glimmering 
effect. This effect is dependent 
upon the texture of the bottles. 
A beautiful collection of bottles 
is the result of Mrs. Gay's time 
and effort devoted to a hobby 
she truly enjoys.

* Ralph McGuff, a head 
portable ty-in machine operator 
on the 3rd shift in the Weave 
Room, spends his leisure time 
collecting and separating old 
and rare coins. Ralph's collec­
tion includes half pennies, half 
dimes, two cent and three cent 
pieces and a half dollar dating 
back to 1817. Ralph is shown 
with a complete set of wartime 
nickels and pennies. Ralph's 
home was hit by the April 3rd 
tornado and many of his coins 

In rhe Bcginnin

I Breaking the :
Cycle of j

Sexual Abuse j...
Lathan United Methodist 
Thursdays at 6:30 pm 
109 Weatherly Rd.
Childcare provided 
LifetreeCafe.com 
256 880.4069

were lost. He assures us that 
his coins are now kept in a safe 
deposit box at the bank to insure 
safekeeping. Anyone interested 
in coin collecting should get to­
gether with Ralph to exchange 
coins and coin tales.

* Then there is Lawton 
Hammett, a first shift loom fixer 
in the Weave Room, with his 
prize winning walking horse 
JGlow Boy". Law ton ana his en­
tire family are actively involved 
in walking horses and quarter 
horses. Lawton became inter­
ested in walkers a mere four 
years ago, but in that short time 
he has put together a vast col­
lection of tropnies and ribbons. 
After seeing "Glow Boy" pose

“California is a fine place 
to live - if you happen to 

be an orange.”

Fred Allen

LifetreeCafe.com
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for the camera we can understand the 
smile on Law ton's face, for this walker 
is a truly beautiful horse. Lawton and 
his son both agreed that horses supply 
hours of enjoyment, but there is also a 
lot of hard work in preparation for up­
coming events.

* Ruby Brown, Front Office, displays 
an excellent example of handiwork with 
this decorative design of cross stitch. 
All this work is done with great regard 
for detail. Ruby spent about six months 
in her spare time preparing the quilt. 
She started cross stitching about six 
years ago. Other cross stitch items in­
clude linen table cloths and place mats. 
Great patience is required, for this is not 
a job that can be hurried.

* Lawrence Gray, a loom fixer on 
the second shift in the Weave Room, is 
a leather craftsman. Lawrence has his 
shop in his home. His work is custom­
ized to meet the buyer's special taste.

As soon as you bring your fresh berries home - raspberries,As soon as you bring your fresh berries home - raspberries, 
blackberries, strawberries, blueberries - prepare a mixture of 1 
part vinegar (white or apple cider) and 10 parts water. Pour your 
berries into the mixture and swirl around. Drain, rinse and pop in 
fridge. They will last twice as long because the vinegar kills spores 
and other bacteria that might be on the surface of the fruit. You’ll 
be amazed!

blackberries, strawberries, blueberries - prepare a mixture of 1
part vinegar (white or apple cider) and 10 parts water. Pour your 
berries into the mixture and swirl around. Drain, rinse and pop in 
fridge. They will last twice as long because the vinegar kills spores
and other bacteria that might be on the surface of the fruit. You’ll
be amazed!

lzed to meet the buyer s special taste. 
He does both stamping and engraving. 
The majority of his work is on belts, 
sandals, moccasins and bridles. He 
hopes to expand into more saddle work 
in the future. Like father like son, Law­
rence's five-year old son is already into 
the leather arts. He makes key chains

Scotty Fix It
Let me help you with any type of

HOUSEHOLD REPAIR JOBS1.

Painting, 1 room at a time or whole house 
Plumbing install & repairs
Water damage to any part of your home 
Electrical Repairs of all kinds

(256) 503-2922 or 
(256) 539-7348

15 years Experience
Licensed & Insured

*
*
*
*

and has his eye on bigger items. 
Lawrence tells us that the high 
cost of leather and tools makes 
leather work a craft only for 
those serious and willing to stay 
with it.

Email sbsmith@hiwaay.net

Visit www.scottyfix.com

Slinkard Woodcraft, llc
Greg Slinkard

111 Benson Circle - Huntsville, Al 35806
Office 256.859.4020 ■ 256.653.1703

visit us at www.slinkardwoodcraft.com

mailto:sbsmith@hiwaay.net
http://www.scottyfix.com
http://www.slinkardwoodcraft.com
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THE SOLDIER 
was a Lady 

by Don McDaniels

Jennie Hodgers, a slim, 
somewhat plain looking Irish 
lass, had been born in Belfast on 
December 25,1844 and to escape 
that country's famine, arrived in 
the United States as a shipboard 
stowaway. At the beginning of 
the War Between the States, she 
was living in Belvidere, Illinois. 
Dressed as a man and calling 
herself Albert D.J. Cashier, she 
enlisted as a private in Com­
pany G, 95th Illinois Volunteer 
Infantry. Her Federal service 
began when the 95th was as­
signed to the Union Army of the 
Tennessee. Cashier's regiment 
participated in the Vicksburg 
Campaign (her name is listed 
on the bronze plaque on the 
Illinois monument), the Red 
River, Franklin and Nashville 
Campaigns.

Cashier's unit ended mili­
tary service in 1865, taking part 
in the investment of Spanish 
Fort and Fort Blakely in front of 
Mobile, Alabama.

In August, Cashier returned 
with the 95th to Camp But­
ler, where the regiment was 
discharged after nearly three 
years of hard service. With 
her comrades, she received a 
hero's welcome in Belvidere. 
She lived in several towns in 
Illinois through 1869, finally 
settling in Saunemin to support 
herself by work as a farmhand 
and handyman. She kept her 
gender a secret until 1911, when 
her leg was fractured in a minor 
automobile accident and doctor 
called in to treat her discovered 
she was a woman. Realizing 
that 66-year old Cashier was too 
crippled by the infirmities of age 
to live alone longer, the doctor 
arranged to have her admitted 
to the Soldiers' and Sailors' 
Home in Quincy.

For several years authori­

ties there kept Cashier's secret 
until her failing memory and 
increasingly erratic behavior 
induced them to transfer her to 
the insane asylum at Watertown 
in March 1913.

During her later years, Ca­
shier collected an invalid sol­
dier's pension - $70 each month. 
Through the Grand Army of the 
Republic, she stayed in touch 
with her old Army comrades, 
who never suspected her dis­
guise until authorities at the 
asylum forced her to discard 
it. They recalled the slight, five 
foot-three-inch tall veteran as 
an amiable loner and a good 
soldier who, despite her small 
size, kept up on the hardest 
marches, handled a rifle with 
skill equal to any infantryman, 
and never shirked duty. That 
she was the same person who 
had served with the 95th under 
the name Albert Cashier was 
challenged when her secret 
identity became public late in 
1913, but a special examining 
board at the Bureau of Pensions 
in Washington, D.C., upheld her

Licensed - Insured - References

"No Job Too Small

M S Masonr

& Silver .. f
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(256) 694-2469

BUYING - SELLING - TRADING 
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Charles Cataldo, Jr. Owner 
Ph. (256) 536-0262 

912 Bob Wallace Ave.
Huntsville, Alabama
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We buy and sell rare coins and collectibles

veteran's claim.
When Cashier died at Wa­

tertown in 1915, members of 
the local GAR chapter saw that 
she was buried in uniform with 
full military honors at the cem­
etery in Saunemin. Instances of 
women serving as soldiers in the 
ranks appear in both Union and 
Confederate literature. Those 
who were discovered or who 
confessed their genders were 
discharged ana sent home, 
usually with their motives ques­
tioned and with their reputa­
tions or sanity in doubt.

Since women disguised 
themselves to enlist and care­
fully concealed their identities 
to avoid censure, evidence of 
their military service is sketchy 
at best. Cashier's is the only 
documented case of a woman 
fulfilling an army enlistment.

“Food, Love, Career and 
Mothers: the four major 

guilt groups.”

Cathy Guisewite
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-Suck on a wedge of lemon anytime you feel 

queasy, whether on a plane or on the ground. Be 
sure and rinse out your mouth afterwards, lemon 
juice can eat through tooth enamel.

-If you do get motion sickness on a plane, sit 
as close to the front as possible. The tail moves 
more than the middle or front. Sit near a window 
and look out - this applies to riding in a car also 
- don't read in a moving car.

-Want to quit smoking? Cream of tartar has 
been known to clear the nicotine out of your 
system. Just mix 1/2 teaspoon with 8 ounces of 
orange juice and drink it before bedtime. Do this 
every night. You will find that your craving is not 
as bad during the day, and will reduce the number 
of cigarettes you want every day.

-Bee pollen works for healthy, shiny hair. 
Start eating just a few granules daily to make 
sure you're not allergic - then slowly increase the 
amount to a quarter teaspoon a day. Slowly work 
up to a tablespoon per day.

-Coarse hair can drive you crazy! Want to 
tame it? Wash as usual, then towel dry. Take a 
pint of plain yogurt and glop it on your hair, all 
over. Let it stay on for 15 minutes, then rinse with 
tepid water.

-Vitamin C can help a heart stay healthy. Eat 
foods rich in the vitamin - citrus fruit and leafy 
green vegetables - and supplement your diet daily 
with at least 500 mgs. of vitamin C.

-Age spots - I look at them as freckles but not 
everyone else does. To diminish them try pine­
apple juice. Make sure your skin is clean and oil 
free. Dip a cotton ball in FRESH pineapple juice 
and place on the spot for twenty minutes, then 
rinse with tepid water. Do this every day for a 
week.

-For men < 
and increase vigor - a*  
kin seeds to your diet once a day, 
raw or roasted sesame seeds are 
good too - 2 tablespoons per day. 
Wash them down with sasparilla 
tea - this combination is supposed 
to aid in sexual stimulation.

-If you realize that you just 
brushed up against some poison 
ivy and can get to cold water 
within 3 minutes, wash off the oil. 
Don't use soap, however, it seals 
in the oil and takes away the acid 
mantle that protects the skin. Tak­
ing an aspirin right away is said to 
help, also.

-By the way, if you think it's 
poison ivy but want to test it, do 
this. Take hold of the plant with a

only - to prevent prostate problems 
vigor - add a handful of raw pump-
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piece of white paper, crush the leaves against the 
paper (don't get on your skin). If in 5 minutes the 
juice turns black, you've got poison ivy.

-Strengthen your memory with caraway seeds. 
Just crush a tablespoon of them, place in a bottle 
and every once in a while take a whiff.

-Don t give honey to children under one year 
old. The spores in honey can cause botulism.

-Teething does not cause fever. If your child 
is teething and running a fever higher than 101 
degrees, chances are he is sick.

-Got that bloated feeling? Eating a piece of 
watermelon right after the beans should help. Or 
take a tablespoon of Aloe Vera gel after every meal. 
If you're young and reasonably coordinated, do a 
headstand. Stay upside-down for about a minute.

For FasUions FiNiskiNq Touch...

The little things really do count. 
Earrings, a belt, bag, hat or pin are the 

little things that complete the big 
picture of fashions.

New Summer Stock 
arriving Weekly - Come 

see us!

&euA*o»t&- e' Wu-dom.

740
539-3876

Wicrc t/w 
ckictcn is 
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Dine-in or Carry-out!
Yes! l/l/e Cater!!!

533-7599
800 Holmes Ave. 

Five Points

464-7811
Madison

On Hwy. 20 - Across from Walmart

Some of the best tastin’ chicken anywhere!
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This crossword Puzzle comes from 
STORIES IN THIS ISSUE ■ GOOD LUCK’

Across
3 Five-foot three-inch veteran.

5 Beekeeper.

7 County speed limit in 1911.

9 She had beautiful handwriting.

11 He lied about his age to join the Navy.

12 Onions are a secret to this.

Down
1 Egyptians held these in high esteem.

2 They could use some new instruments

4 Make this with caramel and corn flakes 

(yuml).

6 He wrote D-l-V-O-R-C-E.

8 Tom and Joe picked this out from a 

magazine.

10 A&M band director.

GLASS
For Arty Purpoao

PATTERNS 
FOR—

Table Tops 
Dressers 

Radio Tables 
Desks 

Mantles 
Counters 

Etc!
AJ> edftek
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Huntsville 
Glass & Paint Co.
(Original ad from Jan. 30, 1940)

Offering 
Historical Quality 
Restoration Glass

Serving our good customers 
for 70 years 

256-534-2621 
2201 Holmes Ave. NW

Open Mon-Sat 10am - 6pm

For Kids of All Ages!
Browse through hundreds of Old-Fashioned

TOYS AS WELL AS MODERN ONES!

(256) 213-7069
Ask About our Frequent Buyer Program 
for Great Savings on Incredible Toys

B
"Like" us on Facebook- 
Love us in person!

TheToyPlaceDowntownHsv.com

Directions: Located at 110 Cleveland Avenue 
between the Dog Park & Furniture Factory. From 
Pratt Avenue go South on Church Street then East on 
Cleveland - we're on the left after the railroad tracks!

TheToyPlaceDowntownHsv.com
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Garden Tour
Hidden Gardens 
of Old Town Tour~

Sunday June 3rd 
flf^l:00 - 5:00 pm■' Br s

f
Tickets $10

Advance Tickets:
In Bloom

Harrison Brothers
Brooks & Collier

Day Of Tour Tickets:
Walker Avenue

Holmes Avenue
Clinton Avenue 

White Street 
Steele Street

WH
Rain date: June 10th More Details: 534 - 7083
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Strong Family Home
by the Strong Sisters - 

Charlotte Neal, Gertrude 
Watson and Linda Bennett

Our family home at 1207 
Pratt Ave in the Five Points 
Area holds a lot of memories. 
This three story house was built 
in 1947. We had a large family 
that grew up there. There were 
Daddy (Lacy), Mother (Peg- 
gy), Grandmother (Mammy), 

iranddaddy Strong and five 
daughters: Charlotte, Gertrude, 
Linda, Betty, and Kathey. Our 
Mother passed away last year, 
leaving the last family member 
to vacant this home in over 
seventy years.

We remember when we 
were all young and Christmas 
was a great and wonderful time 
for us. We would take a walk to 
the Star Market and each get a 
box. We then took it home and 
decorated it with our name on it 
and put them under the Christ­
mas tree. That way Santa knew 
who was who.

Speaking of the Star Market; 
as we grew up when our grand­
mother, Mammy needed some­
thing from the store she would 
call them and tell them what she 
needed and they would watch 
for one of us walking home from 
school and give it to us to take 
home. Of course on Saturday 
Daddy or Mother would go by 
and pay the bill.

We also put on a lot of plays 
in the big basement of our 
house. We would invite the 
neighbors and charge them a 
nickel. They always looked for­
ward to the fun. We sisters were 
always into something. With so 
many women in one house our 
poor Daddy was spoiled and 
of course he spoiled us. He was 
so proud of his girls that when 
he wanted to introduce us to 
someone he would make us line 
up by age.

When we first moved into 

our home Daddy and Mother 
rented the three upstairs rooms 
to three women that worked 
with Daddy. Our Daddy was 
the payroll chief for Redstone 
then in 1960 moved over to the 
NASA side as the payroll chief. 
Of course this made us have 10 
women in the house. Now can 
you imagine the laughter and 
noise in this wonderful home? 
It was a wonderful and happy 
time but as we sisters grew 
older, it was nice when we got 
to take over the upstairs bed­
rooms. Our home was a great 
hangout place for our friends. 
You never knew who might 
be there and how many at any 
given time.

Our younger years were full 
of fun but it must have been a 
hoot when we started in our 
teenager's years. The boyfriends 
were always there and there 
were also dances at school.

156 IMPORT CIRCLE • Huntsville, AL 35806

52-1221
Fire and Water Damage Repairs 

Additions and Remodels

’t'EEe Pest Problems' 
us® what the Pros use to get rid of 

termites, roaches, ants, spiders, mice, 
snakes & fleas.

Get your supplies today! *
1256) 533-6754 1

Governors Drive MF 7-5, Sat 8-Noon
A Supply f Company 
fe, 4*  .X04

Our activities were soft- 
ball in the field next door or 
kick-the-can, biking all over 
the neighborhood, or playing 
dress up and walking around 
the neighborhood showing off 
our outfits.

Most of the sisters married at 
an early age (around 18 which 
was not young at that time). 
There were 6 granddaughters 
born in this family before the 
first grandson. Our father was 
adopted so therefore it had 
been 56 years before we had a 
blood male relative in the fam­
ily. Of course since then we 
have produced many more. We 
now nave five grandsons, nine 
granddaughters, numerous 
great grandchildren and one 
great great grandchild.

Not only has our Mother 
and Daddy passed away but 
we have lost our two youngest 
sisters in the last few years, but 
they leave us with wonderful 
children and grandkids to con­
tinue our memories with.

Even though the home has 



been sold it will stay in our 
life forever and we will always 
remember the great old Strong 
family home on Pratt Avenue. 
We hope the new owners will 
make as many memories as we 
have at this home.

We were all blessed with a 
loving close family and great 
friends that we are still in con­
tact with after all these years. 

badly, went home and suddenly 
died, seems to have caused the 
belief that he was poisoned. We 
strongly doubt the correctness 
of this conclusion. The fact that 
the vendor of the brandy refused 
to test the brandy afterward, by 
taking a drink himself, does not 
change our opinion in the least. 
It may have been mean brandy, 
as much of the brandy sold is.
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It may have been adulterated, 
as much of it is. But we prefer, 
from accounts which reach us, 
to think he had no business 
with brandy at that time, and 
in his then condition, and died 
of some valvular derangement 
of the heart, or of apoplexy. 
There are moments in the lives 
of many men when a drink will 
prove fatal.

Huntsville 
Violence 
in 1915

Deadly Family Feud
Mathias Jolly was shot 

and instantly killed by Sam 
Green last Wednesday night at 
Brown's Bend on the Tennessee 
River. The particulars so far as 
we were able to gather them 
from persons in the neighbor­
hood are about as follows: It 
seems that Jolly and his wife, 
who is a sister of Green's, fell 
out about some trifling matter, 
when Jolly slapped her in the 
face. The wife told her brother 
what had happened, when he 
deliberately took down a rifle 
that was hanging in the boat, 
and when Jolly saw Green go for 
the gun he jumped off the boat 
to the shore and fled. He had 
not gone more than 75 yards 
before Green fired and the ball 
went through Jolly, killing him 
instantly. All the parties lived 
on a trading boat on the Tennes­
see River, which was moored at 
the time to the bank of the river 
on the Limestone County side. 
Green is still at large, but the of­
ficers are in search of him.

Poison Brandy
The supposed poisoning of 

a young man named Childers, 
in the lower end of Morgan 
County, has caused some ex­
citement. The fact that he was 
at a grog-shop and, after taking 
a drink, complained of feeling
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My Uncle Doc
by Don Broome

I remember my Uncle Doc 
first because he had a habit, 
along with my dad, of embar­
rassing the womenfolk with 
their humor.

I knew from some dark 
wisdom in my childhood that 
my uncle Doc - Willie H. (Doc) 
Hales - had sailed into Pearl 
Harbor that morning of Dec. 8th 
to find total destruction. He was 
just 17, had lied about his age to 
be able to join the navy.

The Tour with the home port 
of Pearl Harbor was a dream 
assignment for an old country 
boy from the back woods of 
Mississippi. The USS Enter­
prise was the state-of-the-art 
carrier in the fleet. They were 
ordered to make ready to sail 
ASAP so were busy taking on 
supplies and using their aircraft 
to scout the area. Most activity 
in Pearl was around either mak­
ing ready for the next attack that 
was expected or rescue work.

When I was about 8 years 
old I asked Uncle Doc what he'd 
done in the war. I think he said 
something about having to do 
it all. But the look on his face 
and his over all body language 
told me I shouldn't ask anything 
else. So all during my grow­
ing up, I felt like I was around 
this hero with a balding head, 
a ready smile and just every 
once in a while I'd get to witness 
his risking damnation to tell a 
funny story from work or a joke.

Uncle Doc retired from the 
Navy with 30 years service; one 
of the memorable assignments 
in his later service was train­
ing pilots to land on the flight 
deck. The trainees included the 
Blue Angels. We went down 
to Pensacola to see an air show 
that featured them landing and 
taking off and afterwards, we 
got a royal tour.

After his retirement from 

the Navy, he went to work 
here in Huntsville for a defense 
contractor working in the Space 
industry. A man who grew up 
in the woods of Mississippi, a 
7th grade drop out, a Project 
Manager in the Space industry. 
After 10 years he retired from 
that company when they lost 
their contract and was hired by 
Chrysler and was assigned to 
duties at Cape Canaveral, and 
so they moved to Titusville.

When my mother was about 
75,1 suggested that if she want­
ed to see her sister again it might 
be a good idea for us to take a 

"I’m speeding because I 
have to get there before I 
forget where I’m going.”

Old Geezer to policeman

QuickCare
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Colds, Flu, Fever, Coughing 
Sore throats, ear aches 
Sinus infection
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On site X-Ray
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Flu shots & Vaccinations 
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We take Blue Cross Blue Shield & Medicare. 2 medical 
doctors on staff, as well as 2 nurse-practitioners

717 Pratt Avenue, in Propst Drugs at Five Points 
Phone 533-1268 Fax 1-800-450-4931 

www.quickcareofhuntsville.com

few days and go for a visit. The 
visit was short in part I suppose 
from sibling rivalries that in old 
folks can be just a silly as in the 
young but during our talks, Un­
cle Doc showed me with pride

Neals
Pressure 
Washing
WE CLEAN IT ALL!

Painting 
Home Repair 
256-603-4731
Licensed & Insured

Proud Member of riOua
the BBB 
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an Annual that some WWII vets 
had put together of the history 
of the Enterprise during this pe­
riod. It showed a young Uncle 
Doc on a bike on a shore leave. 
I asked what it was like, afraid 
that he wouldn't answer. He 
got quiet for a few minutes. He 
said, during the really heavy 
war times he and his teammate 
would have 4 hours on and 4 off 
manning an anti-aircraft gun on 
the edge of the ship.

After days of this it would 
be easier to just get a cup of Joe 
and lay down on the deck and 
get a little rest until you were on 
duty again.

Out of a sound sleep, my 
Uncle said he found himself 
6 feet in the air from a suicide 
plane that hit the side of the ship 
at his station. His friend and 
the gun were gone. He had a 
little scratch and some bruised 
ribs. He was ordered to sick bay 
and waiting his turn was a guy 
Eropped on a chair, I guess that 

ow you should say it when he 
was missing his lower half, he 
only had his top half. His hips 
down were gone. He appeared 
calm and in no pain. He asked 
Doc for a cigarette which wasn't 
permitted because of the ether 
and oxygen. He looked to the 
doctor and he nodded yes. He 
lit and handed it to the man who 
took a puff, said thanks and 
died. That's all he'd ever tell me 
about that time in his life.

I know he was in 18 of the 
22 Naval battles in the Pacific 
that the USS Enterprise was 
involved in but nothing else. 
We all ought to be grateful for 
our Uncle Docs and Aunt Janes 
too. What they endured for us 
can never be known completely.

"We will oil your sewing 
machine and adjust 

tension in your home 
for $5.00.”

Seen in Sewing ad

Local News from 1911
-Ladies Aid Society - Mrs. Charles Shaver, president - time of meet­

ing Friday afternoons and Saturday mornings.

-Paris has been shocked. 
The French capital, the 
home of almost anything 
"ultra in fashions," has 
come a-cropper over the 
new trouser skirt. By some, 
this feminine contraption of 
apparel has been designat­
ed as the "harem-scarem." 
Paris blushed when it first 
heard of the skirt, but to­
day that blush of modesty 
turned into the flush of an­
ger.

A young woman at­
tired in the newly made 
skirt walked along the Av­
enue L'Opera - the Avenue 
de L'Opera, mind you 
and was actually egged 
by a mob of disapproving 
Frenchmen until the police 
appeared and helped her 
escape in an automobile.

-A prominent citizen 
of New Mar­
ls e t, C . C . 
Giles, was in 
the city last 
evening and 
marketed 620 
dozen eggs, 
good ones too, 
at a price of 
12 cents. Mr. 
Giles is one of 
the county's 
foremost citi­
zens.

-Mrs. Wil­
liam Kresh 
and little 
daughter 
of Birming­
ham, who 
have been the 
guests of Mrs. 
William Dil­
worth, on Me­
ridian Street, 
will return to 
their home 
this week. 
(Feb 26,1911)

operated

Including hard to 

find items. Family 

owned and

perennials, herbs 

and annuals.

Full line of shrubs, trees,

Your Full Service 
Garden Center

EarthTouch
8515B Whitesburg Drive South 

Huntsville, Alabama 256.880.3808 jF
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The New 
Hope Band

by Charlie Lyle

It was in 1954 and I had just 
gotten out of the Army. It was 
time now to get back to work. 
For starters that would be 
teaching private music lessons 
at Robbins Music Center on Jef­
ferson Street. My first student 
was a young girl named Mary 
Martin. She played clarinet. A 
second student started taking 
drum lessons. Her name was 
Sandra Maples. A few lessons 
later Ms. Dora Martin came to 
me and said, "Mr. Lyle, it is a 
long trip back and forth from 
New Hope for us. Would you 
come to us if we got eight to 
ten students."

This was a beginning of 
something important and a 
milestone for music in the 
county. This was a beginning 
of the county band program. 
Fortunately or unfortunately 
most aspiring musicians go 
to college majoring in music 
in order to be a great soloist. 
They end up usually as a music 
educator, primarily to make a 
living.

About this time a Ms. Ford 
at Gurley started a group and 
called me to teach them like I 
was doing at New Hope. Well, 
most everyone can count, espe­
cially money, and it was quite 
obvious that I was doing very 
well.

An outstanding parent who 
helped bring all of this together 
was Ms. Jo Ann (Tabor) Butler. 
She and other parents banded

"My wife and I always 
hold hands. If I let go, she I 

shops.”

Ken Sheridan, Arab 

together and practically forced 
James Bell, a County Commis­
sioner, to go with some others 
to Mr. Almon, the County 
Superintendent, to plead for a 
school band director. Mr. Al­
mon looked kinda shaken. He 
knew that he had been had. He 
knew that he had to act on their 
wishes and he was an awaken­
ing a sleeping giant. Because 
if he let Gurley and New Hope 
have a band director, he would 
have to give virtually every 
school in the county a band 
director. Other 
schools in the 
county want­
ed to get their 
band programs 
started, too.

The band 
started rehears­
ing on a regu­
lar basis during 
the end of the 
summer. The 
children start­
ed picking cot­
ton about this 
time and didn't 
have to go back 
to school un­
til later in the 
fall. The band 
was very small 
in the begin­
ning. There 
were beginners 
and more ad­
vanced players. 
We were not 
capable 
of meet­
ing much 
compe­
tition 
and this 
point. 
H o w - 
ever, the 
band did 
quite well 
march­
ing. We 
did a few 

BPR
BILL POOLE REALTY__________ realtor*
Commercial^Brokerage BILL POOLE

100 Church Street, Suite 525 
Big Spring Summit 
Huntsville, AL 35801

parades marching in half time 
shows for the new football 
program.

We realized that we needed 
to draw attention to our band. 
New Hope was called the In­
dians. I decided to dress our 
band in new uniforms and 
majorettes in Indian dress. I 
went directly to Anadarko, 
Oklahoma to buy squaw head­
bands, with one feather and 
a full headdress for the head 
majorette.

Once during a parade

Since 1934

GARVIN
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Holistic Pet Food
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Spring Plants

AVAILABLE NOW!

• Chef Jeff Herbs

• Seeds bv the ounce & pound
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downtown, I saw a man put 
his hand up to his head and, 
spitting a plug of tobacco 
exclaimed, "where are those 
damn Indians?" This made it 
all worthwhile.

One of my favorites that 
caught my attention was Hen­
rietta Butler, whose feet would 
not even touch the floor. I 
asked her where her brother, 
Jaybird, was and she said, "he 
had his tonsils tooken out".

I got married at this time 
to my beautiful wife of forty­
eight years, Janet Moore.

This all came about because 
I had one of the very best group 
of band parents that I could 
ever wish for. Everybody in 
New Hope not only supported 
the band, but also were really 
excited about it. One of these 
people that was behind the 
band was Dr. Carpenter. The 
doctor was well-known in 
the county and was a doctor 
who still made house calls. If 
a teacher made an office visit, 
he would say, "I don't charge 
teachers" and if a patient had 
no money he would tell him 
to bring him eggs, chickens, 
turnip greens or put money 
in the can located just outside 
his door the next time he came 
down his way.

His brother Pigg was an­
other story. Pigg had the 
best basketball team for miles 
around. He had a bad habit of 
sleeping in the classroom and 
you could hear him snoring 
down the hallways. He told his 
students to put their heads on 
their desks, to be quiet or to get 
their homework. Times have 
changed!!!!!!!

The Christmas parade in 
New Hope became a very

"Some people are kind, 
polite, and sweet spirited 

Until you try to sit in 
their pews.” 

Anon. 

important event for everyone. 
Most everyone participated.

To bring things up to date, 
the band is now having a big 
problem with buying cer­
tain instruments that most 
people can't afford. Especially 
saxophones, tubas, bassoons, 
oboes, and many percussion 
instruments that all bands 
have to have. Like so many 

/
SPARKMAN MARBLE 

AND GRANITE
HUNTSVILLE’S OLDEST FAMILY OWNED 

MONUMENT COMPANY SINCE 1892 

1111 WELLS AVE.
HUNTSVILLE AL 35801 
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Mill
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box Lunch Cratering!

Open for Lunch 
10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.

Call Ahead for Pick-up Orders

256.489. DELI
500 Pratt Avenue 

(Next to Habitat for Humanity)

programs, they are in desper­
ate need of money.

This band was the premier 
band in the county. If you can 
help them with their program, 
please contact Michael Aycock, 
the schools band director at 
256-723-4226. Thank you so 
much for your help.

Go Indians Go!
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Company's Coming Pie

3 EGG WHITES
1 /2 T. CREAM OF TARTAR
1 C. SUGAR
18 SALTINE CRACKERS, CRUSHED 

INTO CRUMBS
1 C. PECANS
Whipped Cream 
Pineapple Preserves 
Toasted coconut

Combine egg whites with 
CREAM OF TARTAR; BEAT TIL STIFF 
BUT NOT DRY. ADD SUGAR. BEAT TIL 
BLENDED. FOLD CRACKER CRUMBS 
AND PECANS INTO EGG WHITE MIX­
TURE. Pour into greased pie 
PLATE AND BAKE FOR 45 MINUTES 
AT 325 DEGREES. COOL.

Can be topped with 1 /2 pint 
WHIPPED CREAM, WHIPPED WITH 2 
TEASPOONS PINEAPPLE PRESERVES.

k Sprinkle coconut over topping. .

You can win a FREE Subscription to 
"Old Huntsville" magazine.

Just be the First to identify the location of 
THIS "piece" OF A BUILDING.

Hint: Stained Glass near downtown
IN A ROCKIN' PLACE

The first to call and tell us where it is
WINS A YEAR OF "OLD HUNTSVILLE."

Call (256) 534-0502

ANT1OUES~FURN1TURE~COLLECT1BLES~GLASSWARE

MAY-2012 SALE DATES

No Phone Bidding!

Major Credit Cards
Accepted!

B & W AUCTION
356 Capshaw Road 
Madison, Al. 35757 

(256) 837-1559 or (256) 837-8377

★
★
*
*
★
★

W
* *

******************** -* *

*For pictures, listings, details, and directions, log onto vr^M.auctSenzip.corr: — 
Auctioneer I.D. 15484. Call us for questions & Inquiries!

* Cuiwate-Cohtrolled I
* Smoke-Free Facility! *
: :
* Building Will Be FULL! ** *

OVE/? 600 LOTS IN EACH SALEH 
OUR BUILDING WILL BE FULL!!

‘NOTICE: START TIME FOR BOTH SALES IS 3:00 RM.

SATURDAY. MAY Sth @ 3:00 P.M. = Eddie from PA will here for this sale—hauling 
his typical variety of furniture, glass, and other collectible items. Local Estate 
items will also be up for this sale, including several Advertisements, Coins & 
Money, Chippendale-Style DR Suite Pieces, and MORE!

SATURDAY, MAY 26th &. 3:00 P.M. = Tony from Ohio will be hauling down 2 loads 
for this date. Plus, a Local Estate from Florence, AL includes a Davis Cabinet 
Company "Lillian Russell" Bedroom Suite and 2 Vehicles in addition to the rest 
of the estate's furniture and household contents.

Wilson Hilliard. ASL #97 Bill Ornburn, ASL #683 Charles Thorpe, ASL #392
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Tweetie’s
Pet Tips

* Take the toys that belong 
to your indoor kitty and swap 
them up - take a few favorites 
away from her for awhile, then 
return them later - it'll be like 
having a brand new toy!

* I hate to add this one, but 
my owner made me. If you at­
tach a suction cup bird feeder 
to your cat's favorite window, 
hungry birds will provide 
hours of entertainment. But be 
sure the feeder is high enough 
so that predators (like those 
nasty outdoor cats) can't catch 
them.

* Don't leave your dogs un­
supervised around a pool of 
water - many dogs are not good 
swimmers and you don't want 
to lose a pet from drowning!

* If you live in a high-rise 
apartment and have a pet, be 
sure he can't get out of the win­
dow when you have it open on 
a sunny day.

* Leave a ping-pong ball in 
the empty bathtub and watch 
your cat make it sail around the 
curves of the tub.

* Tigers and chimps love 
this game. So do cats. Feed 
both ends of a length of para­
chute cord into a box through 
small holes. Tie a toy or large 
knot on each end. When your 
cat tugs at one end, the other

Huntsville's Newest & Most
Modern Facility

PewW. icwia:
Sewut^ all (fateteiiM

For multi-cat households, run 
the ends into separate boxes.

* Later on in the summer, 
please leave pets at home when 
you head out to fireworks dis­
plays. The blasting can prove 
traumatic to most pets, whose 
ears can be very sensitive to 
sound. Even unexploded fire­
works can be hazardous, due 
to the chemicals in them.

* Use cardboard boxes as 
beds, dens, tunnels and mazes 
for cats. They love to hide.

* Remember that hot asphalt 
is very painful to your 
dog's paws, if you can't 
walk on it, neither can 
she!

* The plastic bags 
with handles that you 
get at big box and gro­
cery stores can prove 
dangerous to inquisitive 
cats who could get their 
necks caught it them.

! ail iaiiat & catk [idicai \
l/wity k-x - need

Cicmata-Cf

2305 W**. Pfy'M

536-9197 |

A Pioneer In Natural Products 
Since 1868, Offering a 

Complete line of Natural and 
Organic spices, extracts, 

Home care & personal products.

1

Huge gun 
selection

(Siw tw) jx. Vaughn

G««s & Prcsiden'
1 Tackle Shop, Inc

1650 Jordan Lane 
Huntsville, Al 35816 

(256)830-0761

Guns - Buy - Sell - Trade - Consignment - Repair 
Holsters • Knives - Ammo - Reloading Supplies

Independent Watkins Associate

Janie Denis
Associate No. 380303

(256) 520-2110

www.yesicanvanilla.com
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From the Desk of Tom Carney
UJoe”

by Tom Carney

"Seven knots of wind 
blowing in a northeasterly 
direction. For the first time, 
the weather has been good. 
After leaving Gibraltar nine­
teen days ago, it has been one 
storm after another. If it had 
not been for the doldrums in 
the Red Sea, I would not be 
making the Atlantic passage 
so late in the season. It has 
been almost two years since 
I left Newport in my 28-foot 
sailboat. Sailing down the 
Eastern Seaboard, I made 
my way across the Gulf of 
Mexico and down through 
the Panama Canal. I have 
seen sights that most men 
can only dream about. I have 
been caught in a force ten gale 
in the Pacific, picked fresh 
fruits in Tobago, and enter­
tained at the Sydney Yacht 
Club in Australia. So many 
miles. Sri Lanka, Singapore, 
Suez, Malta — oh, please, mer­
ciful God, let me live until I 
finish my voyage. My body 
is so tired."

Joe never finished his trip 
around the world. He died 
almost two years ago of mus­
cular dystrophy. He was 
confined to a wheelchair the 
last years of his life, unable 
to take care of even his most 
basic needs.

I first met Joe about five 
years ago when my construc­
tion company was doing 
some work on his parents' 
home. His speech was slurred 

and he could not move by 
himself, but you could detect 
an alertness in his eyes when 
you spoke to him. I got in the 
habit of stopping by to see 
him when I was in the neigh­
borhood.

As I got to know Joe bet­
ter, I began to speak of my 
dreams. For most of my life, 
it had been my dream to sail 
around the world. I began to 
leave maps and magazines 
with him. He had me order 
a sexton. As weak as he was, 
he could not use it but would 
sit for hours holding it in his 
lap with a faraway look in 
his eyes.

The day came when he 
started to dream about mak­
ing the trip by himself. He 
knew that his body could not 
do it, but there was no reason 
why he could not make an 
imaginary voyage. I helped 
him pick a sailboat out of a 
magazine. We read all the 
information about navigation 
equipment and picked the 
kind best suited to his needs. 
He stocked his boat with all 
types of gear and provisions 
that he thought he would

need.
Finally, he cast off. He 

had postponed his depar­
ture several times because 
of the weather forecast. He 
had plotted his course so 
that he knew exactly how 
long it would take him to get 
to any point. When visiting 
with him several weeks later, 
I found him downcast. He 
had been keeping track of 
the weather in the Gulf, and 
a major storm was brewing. 
He was not sure how his 
little ship would handle it. 
The next day he was happy 
again — the storm had veered 
off in another direction.

As the little ship made 
its way slowly around the 
world, you had only to look 
at Joe to see that his health 
was failing rapidly. Other 
people became interested in 
his voyage. When he dropped 
anchor in Pago Pago, we had 
a party in his hospital room

“For fast-acting relief, try 
slowing down.”

Lily Tomlin 
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complete with coconuts and 
fresh fruit. He celebrated 
Christmas eating Indonesian 
food and watching movies 
about the pyramids as he 
sailed into the Red Sea.

The walls of his room 
began to fill with nautical 
charts, ropes, sea-shells and 
pictures of faraway exotic 
ports. Every day his excite­
ment grew as he logged the 
distance his boat had trav­
eled. He would order foreign 
newspapers and sit next to ms 
bed while we read aloud the 
weather forecast for that part 
of the world.

After leaving Gibraltar, 
he knew that he did not have 
much time left. His condi­
tion had been growing worse. 
The doctors said there was 
nothing else they could do. 
Joe began to take chances. 
He picked the shortest route 
even though he knew it was 
the most dangerous at that 
time of year. He began to 
carry more sail in storms. The 
weather radio stayed on 24 
hours a day.

Joe died while he was still 
six hundred miles out in the 
Atlantic. When they found 
him, he had his navigation 
charts clutched in his hands. 
His Coast Guard radio was 
turned to the weather chan­
nel, but it was turned off.

When we buried Joe, we 
buried the sexton with him.

It was later that I began to 
understand why Joe started 
to take chances near the end 
of his voyage. He did not 
want to die, sick in a hospital 
bed. He wanted to die at sea.

Originally published in December 
of 1991, in the "Old Rhode Island," one 
of the fifteen franchises sold by “Old 
Huntsville" Magazine.

Written by Tom Carney

Halfway between Charleston and Kansas on Illinois Route 16 at 
the turnoff to County Road 124, a small black dog of questionable 
parentage took up residence one warm day in the summer of 1966.

It was not uncommon for owners of unwanted pets to let their ani­
mals loose on the less traveled county roads, but only the crudest 
person would put an animal out on a busy highway.

There was something about the little black dog that indicated he 
had been cared for and loved by someone at one time. He wore a col­
lar which bore no name or any identifiable marks. Neighbors believed 
he had jumped out of a car window, perhaps to chase a rabbit, and 
his family must have driven on without taking note of the incident.

Illinoisans in this area are hardworking, no-nonsense, realistic 
people. Yet they readily adopted Blackie. He was not a particularly 
friendly animal and never seemed to really appreciate the food that 
kindhearted neighbors brought over to him.

He was an animal obsessed, and it was almost as if he were chained 
to that corner where he spent the rest of his life. He just sat and waited 
patiently for his master to return.

Newspapers from nearby cities printed his picture and urged his 
master to come forth. Reports from as far away as Chicago carried 
Blackie’s story. A group of Chicago firemen donated money to buy 
the dog a beautiful 3-room doghouse which was placed in a field 10 
yards from the highway. Still, no one came.

The weeks rolled into months. Then, one day in early February, 
Blackie lay dead on the corner where he had patiently waited for so 
long.

The Associated Press carried the obituary of Blackie. People from 
many distant cities sent money for Blackie’s burial. A retired Army 
Captain donated a tombstone and an unidentified man gave money 
to mark the spot with a small statue of a dog. Donations totalling 
over $5,000 were placed in a special fund to be used by the Kansas 
Animal Shelter.

Blackie is a part of the rich heritage of the Illinois prairie because 
one summer day he was involved in a seemingly insignificant inci­
dent. Perhaps his master never knew of Blackie’s vigil. But hundreds 
of lives have been touched by Blackie’s love, dedication and loyalty.

On his tombstone, these words are inscribed:
“Blackie - Feb 6, 1966 - Know ye Now True Loyalty and Love’’

My father told me this story and showed me the grave site in 1967. 
I visited the grave again recently and it is still well-kept with bouquets 
of plastic flowers.

(Editor’s Note: In early 1995, Charles Kurault told Blackie’s story. 
The story caused many more people to make the trek to Illinois to 
see the grave. Thanks to Shirley Mohler of Huntsville, Alabama for 
submitting this story.)
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Memories of 
My Hometown - 

Huntsville, 
Alabama

by Marcella Thompson Hargrove 
Btiford, Ga.

I was born and raised in 
Huntsville and really haven't 
found any place as comforting 
as the old Huntsville. Growing 
up in Alabama was a sweet ex­
perience. Everyone knew who 
you were, so you had better be 
nice.

I remember my first year 
at Fifth Avenue Elementary 
School on Governors Drive as 
a very happy time. We walked 
from Vanderbilt Circle, where 
I lived at the time and felt very 
safe. All the kids on that street 
walked together. I went there 
from first to fourth grade. We 
moved to Redstone Park down 
the Parkway to Farley. This 
was a neat experience as it was 
a mostly military housing facil­
ity, although some who had not 
been in the military also were al­
lowed to live there. I met many 
new friends there and still talk 
to some of them.

Daddy was in the process of 
getting a house built on Andrew 
Jackson Way at that time, so by 
then I had a twin brother ana 
sister, Dale and Gale. We loved 
it there at Redstone Park and 
didn't want to move back to 
town, as we called it. We could 
play and ride bikes there with 
very little supervision. Times 
were very safe and no child 
would be harmed because ev­
eryone looked out for each oth­
er. Another reason we loved it

“Between two evils, 
I always pick the one I 

never tried before.”

Mae West 

there was because Granddaddy 
Thompson had a farm just down 
the road, which is now Chaney 
Thompson Road, his and anoth­
er farmer's namesake. We also 
went to the Baptist church that 
my dad, his family and other 
families built on tne highway 
across from Farley School. The 
church is still in operation today 
as Hillwood Baptist Church in 
southeast Huntsville on Kohler 
Road.

We moved into our new 
house on Andrew Jackson Way 
when I was about 9 years old. 
There were many good times 
there and, believe it or not, the 
house is still there on 72 High­
way, now 1-565. We went to 
Rison Elementary School and 
Lee High School. Lee only went 
to grade 9, so I had to go to 
Huntsville High School.

In those days there were 
no rich or poor preferences 
toward children. We were all 
one big family. All the doctors, 
lawyers, and preachers' kids 
went to school together. There 
were only two high schools 
then, Huntsville ana Butler. We 
had some real football games 
in those days, but no guns, 
or drugs. Just get mad at the 
winner, then go to Jerry's for 
hamburgers and see who would 
drive through and who had the 

John’s Jungle Jyms

Forts - Gyms - Swings - Slides
4008 Holmes Avenue (256) 837-4761

best car. Times were fun and 
wholesome then. The skating 
rink on Traylor Island was an­
other hang out and you could 
be dropped off by your parents 
and they would know you 
would be safe.

I was in the band and that
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was a great thing back in those 
days cause Huntsville High 
Band with Mr. Sloan as our Di­
rector was a thing to be proud 
to be a part of. We won lots of 
contests, marched in many pa­
rades, and went on many band 
trips. My most memorable one 
being the band camp at Al Ca­
pone's mansion in Miami, FL. 
I think that was the best time 
of my school years. We had a 
ball. It was a scary place and 
the boys kept the girls scared 
and screaming all the time. We 
worked hard on the marching 
field during the day and ran 
from ghosts at night. Mr. Sloan 
was a great leader and our par­
ents helped us to raise money to 
do all those fun things.

We celebrated our 50th class 
reunion in 2011, and it brought 
back so many memories that I 
wanted to share them. Hunts­
ville is a wonderful place to call 
your hometown ana I still love 
to drive by the cemetery and see 
the beautiful grounds there.

My mother and daddy, Au­
brey and Mildred Thompson, 
are gone on to their reward now. 
They called Huntsville their 
home all their lives and are now 
resting in beautiful Maple Hill 
Cemetery.

Useful Tips
* Eating low-fat protein at 

lunch time will help you avoid 
mid-afternoon slumps. A good 
example is a serving of lean meat 
or seafood, or drink a glass of 
skim milk.

* People who suffer from 
headaches at night or early in the 
morning find that they are often 
related to sleep disorders. 55% 
of people who sought treatment 
at a headache clinic for these kind 
of headaches had treatable sleep 
problems.

* For every additional 
10 grams of dietary fiber you 
consume daily, you reduce your 
risk of cardiovascular disease by 
29%. Cereal fiber is especially 
good.

* Women who smoke may 

go through menopause up to 8 
years earlier than non-smokers.

* Set a deadline for each 
mundane task you have, then 
challenge yourself to get it done 
by then. You're more likely to 
do so if you make it a personal 
challenge to yourself.

* When you've had a bad 
day, write down your feelings. 
It can help you relieve stress. 
Ranting and raving on paper can 
help you get things off your chest, 
so you can calm down and look at 
the situation more objectively.

* To keep your teenagers 
heading in the right direction 
- talk to them every day. Get 
to know their friends. Keep in 
contact with their teachers and 
their friends' parents. Take action 
if you notice warning signs of 
drug abuse, alcohol abuse or 

Brookshire Health Care 
Skilled Nursing Facility 

4320 Judith Lane
Huntsville AL 35805

(256) 837 1730 Fax (256) 430 3287
Committed to Compassion 

Striving for Excellence 
Serving Responsibly

Our Team Includes:
Physicians, Nurses, Physical Therapist, 

Occupational Therapist, Social Worker, Speech Therapist, 
Activities Director and Registered Dietician.

Short term rehabilitation, long term care, & complex medical care:
Whether the need is for short term rehabilitation, 

or whether you would like to make Brookshire Health Care Center 
a home for you or your loved one, 

we look forward to hearing from you.

,<■ Wheel Thowing, Handbuilding, 
W Workshops & Kid's Classes Ongoing 

W Studio Memberships Available - Upcoming Raku, 

Pit Fire & Wood Fire Events. Come Join Us!

We serve Home Schoolers and those with special needs. 

B Email us for more info: tvcag.info@gmail.com 
Bwww.facebook.com/pages/TVCAG-Pottery-Studio 

3 8006 Old Madison Pike Ste. 15 Madison, AL 35758POTTERY STUDIO
EDEEI Come test drive the studio! EDEEI 
r n E E : Every 3rd Saturday from 1 -3PM r K E E !

depression. Watch for drops in 
grades and sudden changes in 
moods or activities.

* Having a gun in the house 
increases the risk of homicide 
among teenagers and young 
adults more than threefold, and 
it increases the risk of suicide 
more than tenfold according to a 
pediatric study done in Illinois.

* Writing to-do lists actually 
improves your memory because 
it frees up "brain space' for more 
important things. Another useful 
trick: Distract yourself when 
you're stymied, such as when 
you can't find something you're 
looking for. Think of a completely 
different topic, then return to your 
search a few minutes later. You're 
more likely to find the lost item.

* Don't drink fruit juices 
during a workout - drink water.

mailto:tvcag.info@gmail.com
Bwww.facebook.com/pages/TVCAG-Pottery-Studio
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Growing Up by the 
Weatherly Spring 

by Bob Baudendistel

Back in the mid 1970s, life 
in the southeastern sections of 
Huntsville carried lots of fun 
and adventure. One of the most 
unique places to visit had to be 
the Weatherly Spring which fed 
a small pond with its year-round 
crystal clear waters. What made 
this cold water spring seem so 
unique was the fact that it was 
located well out in the open val­
ley and not back against the foot 
of a mountain as most all of the 
springs typically were. Instead, 
this watering hole seemed to pop 
up in a wooded area out close to 
the main channel of the Aldridge 
Creek.

Back before Bailey Cove 
Road was extended south of 
Weatherly Road and directly 
adjacent to the spring, its waters 
flowed out across an open chan­
nel and into the main creek. As 
young adventure seekers, we 
would often go hiking out near 
the spring and across the open 
pastures as the spring offered 
the perfect swimming hole for 
relief from the hot summertime 
weather. Wildlife was plenti­
ful in those days as were many 
larger trees.

I have read some papers 
about the spring and learned 
that it had always been regarded 
as a popular campsite, hangout, 
and even a more permanent 
homestead throughout the his­
tory of the area. Native Ameri­
cans who once lived down at the 
Tennessee River often travelled 
up through the Aldridge Creek 
Valley in search of food. The 
spring offered them a rest stop 
for water during their travel.

After the first Caucasian set­
tlers worked into the area, the 
spring was said to be where the 
Scottish immigrant Peter Weath­
erly built his first cabin. A stone 
wall was also erected right at the 
spring to help retain water for 

his agricultural uses. Peter later 
purchased hundreds of acres of 
nearby land during the public 
land sales. Clear running water 
was considered a highly valued 
resource back in these times, 
therefore living close to a spring 
such as this was considered vital.

Another neat piece of his­
tory relating to the spring took 
place during the ravages of the 
Civil War. The Union Army oc­
cupied a camp site way up the 
valley close to the foot of Monte 
Sano. Whenever the word got 
out that the Feds were marching 
through the valley towards the 
river, a young sharecropper who 
lived on the Weatherly Farm was 
tasked to go jump in the pond 
right at the spring, and stir up a 
bunch of mud from the bottom.

This transformed the pond 
and its clear running stream into 
an unattractive mud hole, and so 
whenever the Feds would come 
marching through looking for a

Everything USED!
* Scales * Locks
* Cash Registers * Keys
* Safes * Something you might need

Email for information: 
richjunk@att.net 

Southern Sealing & Service, Inc.

Specializing in sealing & striping. We do, parking 
lots, handicap parking and driveways.

potential rest stop with a water­
ing hole, they just kept right on 
going. The Weatherly Family 
used this strategy throughout 
the war, as it seemed to work 
quite successfully.

Beginning in the early 1960s, 
as new residential subdivisions 
were being built all around the 
spring, the City of Huntsville 
later built Willow Park in the 
immediate vicinity and included 
a concrete walkway over to the 
spring along with several park 
benches. These efforts helped to 
preserve the spring and the natu­
ral beauty that surrounded it.

The rest of the park area 
includes a playground, soccer 
fields, picnic pavilions, and ten­
nis courts. While taking a short 
walk over to find the spring 
today, one will still find the 
year-round flow of crystal clear 
waters rising from beneath the 
surface just as the first people to 
see the spring did long ago.

or call Jim at
(256) 316-2666 

or (256) 852-7727

mailto:richjunk@att.net
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Family Fun Day 

CT
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Sale!

Give Back to the 
Community Day!

Activities tor the Day:

• Treasure Sale
• Free hotdogs & drinks
• Inflatable slide & 

bounce house for kids
• Bake Sale

Recycle your gently used home 
furnishings and help us raise money 

for our KW Cares community aid 
fund & Downtown Rescue Mission. 

Recipients of these funds are 
members of the community that are 

in immediate need 
of direct funds.

If you would like to donate to the 
cause, please check the list on the 
back for acceptable items. We will 
also accept monetary donations.

REALTY

* To Benefit -

^cue

“A Heart far the Homeleer'

May 12, 2012
12 -4 pm

Keller Williams Realty

809 Shoney Drive, Suite 108 

Huntsville 35801

For Details:

Carl Scheer (256)527-2093 
Barbara Schiavone (256)656-6937
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The Day Our World Changed
by Malcolm Miller

December 1941 was a chilly 
sunny Sunday and that afternoon 
three buddies and I were riding 
bikes in the Salty Bottom com­
munity off Highway 72 west of 
Gurley. My friends were Charlie 
Gossett, Muley Taylor and Elroy 
Phillips. Suddenly our fun, care­
free day was interrupted by a lady 
running out of a house yelling; 
"The Japanese have bombed Pearl 
Harbor!"

At that time none of us knew 
where Pearl Harbor was but we 
soon learned it was in Hawaii. The 
first thought that came to me was 
the fact I already had two brothers 
in the Army, Gib and Louis. I was 
only fourteen years old at the time 
and little did I realize that before 
the war ended, five of my parents' 
seven boys, including me, would 
be in the military. To the genera­
tions that followed World War II 
this is all ancient history, but for 
me and the few others that served, 
who are still alive, it seems like 
only yesterday.

At that time our country was 
just pulling out of the Great De­
pression, a time when I could stand 
on our front porch in Ryland and 
watch the freight trains pass with 
men hanging all over them. These 
men were not bums or hobos, they 
were desperate men going from 
town to town trying to obtain 
work of any kind to try to feed 
their families. Now most of them 
would soon have jobs because the 
military draft had already been 
set up, drafting men for one year. 
Therefore, it wasn't very long till 
every able bodied man over eigh­
teen years old would be getting a 
draft notice.

This brought about a great 
change in our lives. Up until this 
time, in almost every household, 
the husband worked to make the 
living while the wife stayed home, 
cooked and cleaned and took care 
of the children. Suddenly thou­
sands of husbands and fathers 

were drafted into the military and 
the wives had to go to work to 
make the living. Those wives, who 
did not get work, babysat for those 
who did. That is the first time I had 
heard of a babysitter.

Women going to work brought 
about one of the major changes in 
our society, once the ladies started 
working away from home, most 
of them never wanted or were not 
able to go back to staying home 
and raising a family. Huntsville 
Arsenal had been built and since 
most all the able-bodied men were 
in the military the women, mostly 
housewives, were hired to make 
chemical warfare weapons.

Anytime you walked around 
downtown Huntsville you could 
see women walking down the 
street with their skin died differ­
ent colors from the chemical they

Great big movies. Nice small prices.
Add tional 3D o- IMAX up-charges may apply tWays may be excluded. 

(My a thcwn See ktbmovlescom lot comple te details.

I.

V 

1220 Memorial Pkwy. NW - (256) 532-2107

were working with and some of 
them were permanently disabled 
by poison gas getting into their 
lungs. With the United States at 
war there seemed to be no choice 
in these things.

There were so many other 
changes in our way of life due 
to the war; so many things were 
rationed and other things you 
could not get at all because they 
were needed in the battlefield or 
needed by the soldiers. Everyone 
had to have stamps to buy sugar. 
One grocer and meat market on 
the north side of the square was 
caught selling sugar for black 
market prices to the moon shiners 
to make whiskey; also he was put­
ting embalming fluid in hamburger 
meat to keep it fresh. He was a real 
patriot.

You had to have stamps to 
purchase gas. With an A stamp 
you could only get a very few 
gallons. Our family got D stamps

Regal Entertainment Group’s
Hollywood 18

Presents 
$6 Tickets 

All Day Monday-Thursday

Plus additional benefits with 
your Regal Crown Club Card!

For more info call the box office 
at (256) 883-1101 or 

go to www.regmovies.com

Express Wash with 
Free Vacuum 
Starting at $6
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because we had a farm tractor. My 
brother Paul and I were the only 
ones at home in 1944 and we would 
occasionally take a five-gallon can 
down to the store, fill it up, then 
put the gas in our A model Ford. 
We were not the only ones that 
would do this. People did a lot of 
things to keep things going here in 
the States.

Paper was also rationed and 
magazines and newspapers were 
encouraged to use as little as pos­
sible. If we were lucky enough to 
have wrapped Christmas gifts, the 
paper was folded up and saved for 
the next Christmas. Think now 
of the mountains of paper that is 
discarded each day.

Tire manufacturers no longer 
made tires of any kind for civilian 
use so that is when they started 
recapping tires. They weren't very 
good at first and about half the time 
the recap would not stay very long. 
If you got a big hole in a tire they 
would vulcanize it. We had to do 
this to a front tractor tire and from 
then on every time the tire turned 
over there was a big bump.

The car manufacturers 
stopped making all civilian ve­
hicles shortly after the war began 
because the companies had to 
start making military vehicles, so 
it really kept the mechanics busy 
keeping those old clunkers run­
ning. Many families left at home 
did not have family cars.

I recall after I was discharged 
from the Navy in 1946 I had a few 
dollars saved and went to the Ford 
dealership, Ray Auto. At that time 
the only car on the show room floor 
was a 1929 A model Roadster with 
a rumble seat in back, they were 
called Grandma seats back then. I 
paid them three hundred dollars 
cash for it. My parents had saved 
the money for me that I had sent 
them as an allotment while I was 
in the Navy. What would that car 
be worth now?

Some of the changes during 
and after the war were immediate 
and some came about over time. 
For instance, before World War II, 
we really never heard of a nurs­
ing home, there was only the Poor 

House up at the edge of the moun­
tain at the end of Hermitage street. 
Only a person with no living rela­
tives and completely incapacitated 
could go there and from all I heard 
back then it was a really bad place.

Back then if a person was 
elderly or unable to care for them 
selves they were cared for by their 
family. Someone lived with my 
parents from the early days of their 
marriage, first my Dad's mother 
then my Uncle Curt's wife then 
Uncle Curt and finally my grand 
mother on my mother's side. There 
was never a thought at that time of 
putting their family members any­
where other than their own home.

Another thing that changed 
after World War II - every business 
in Huntsville closed on Sunday. 
There was a law called the blue law 
and you could be arrested for open­
ing on Sunday, also every business 
in downtown Huntsville closed at 

ALL HOSPICES ARE NOT THE SAME. Hospice Family Care 
is Madison County’s only not-for-profit hospice provider and was one of 
the first hospices to open in the United States.
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five p.m. sharp and on Wednes­
days at twelve o'clock. Many busi­
nesses today would have a hard 
time abiding by these laws.

Remember, I said some of the 
changes came about a little slower. 
Women did not wear slacks and 
jeans back then. I have in my pos­
session a group picture of all the 
employees of the General Shoe 
Co. plant in Huntsville made on 
August 9,1955 and, of the probably 
three hundred women workers in 
the picture, only three women have 
on slacks.

I am very proud to be a part 
of what has been called the great­
est generation and, as I am in the 
twilight of my life, I only hope that 
I have helped someone somewhere 
along the way. We all know that 
all of the men that were called into 
war after December 7, 1941 cer­
tainly helped everyone more that 
any of us can imagine.
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Shaver’s

Open Daily 10-5 Sunday 1-5
Located in the historic three-story, 23,000 square-foot Lombardo 

building and featuring over 80 dealers

Whether you are looking for antiques, 
the perfect gift, or the right picture to 
hang on a wall - you will find all of 
them at Railroad Station Antiques. 
Located Downtown at 315 Jefferson 
at the corner of Monroe across from 
the Roundhouse.

Top 10 Books of Local & 
Regional Interest

Books at Shaver’s include:
1.

You'll find New, Autographed
Hard-to-Find and Out-of-Print books 

including topics such as: 
Alabama 
Antiques 
Architecture 
Art 
Aviation 
Cemeteries 
Children 
Civil War 
Cotton Mills 
Decorative Leather 
First Editions 
Fishing & Hunting 
Genealogy

AND MUCH MORE!!!

Grand Ole Opry 
Kathryn T. Windham 
Local Authors 
Madison County 
Poetry 
Railroads 
Southern Literature 
Space 
Sports 
Tennessee 
Tennessee Valley 
Theology 
World War II

Growing up in the Rocket City: A 
Baby Boomer’s Guide (over 200 pho- 
tos/illustrations) by Tommy Towery $15
2. 1861 Civil War Map of Huntsville 
(with historic points of interest) 
$4.95
3. When the Germans invaded Big 
Cove by Billy Stone $16.95
4. Historic Huntsville (2002 edition) 
by Elise Hopkins Stephens $35
5. Rocket City Rock & Soul by Jane 
DeNeefe $18.00
6. When Spirits Walk - North 
Alabama Ghost Stories by Jacque 
Reeves $16.95
7. Changing Huntsville 1890-1899 by 
Elizabeth Humes Chapman $10.00
8. Remembering Huntsville: 131 
Vintage Photographs by Jacque 
Reeves $16.95
9. Days Gone By: Cotton Mill Village 
Life by J. Curtis Lovvorn $16.95
10. Historical Markers of Madison 
County $18.95

Railroad Station Antiques - (256) 533-6550
Shaver’s Books - (256) 533-7364 Email shaversbks@comcast.net

mailto:shaversbks@comcast.net

