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Remembering
Paint Rock, Alabama

During the summer when we 
were not in school, we kids would 
hang around town or the Paint 
Rock River, which was right below 
the depot.

When we would hear a train com­
ing and realize it was a troop train, 
we’d hustle back to the tracks.

The soldiers would hang out the 
windows and give us money to run 
to the store and buy them candy 
and cold drinks.

Also in this issue: The Rich History of East Clinton School
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Lewter’s Hardware Store

In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather, 
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washing­
ton Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer 

with special respect and giving great service.
A hand saw cost $2.50, a padlock 8 cents and a hammer could be 

purchased for 85 cents. A lawn mower sold for $6.50 and a 100 lb. bar­
rel of nails was $2.25.

While our prices have gone up slightly we still provide the same 
quality service our fore-fathers insisted on. We are the same family, 
doing the same business in the same location. Stop by and visit with 

us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777
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Remembering Paint Rock, Alabama
by B. J. "Red" Flanagan

The Paint Rock of the 30s 
and 40s that I grew up in was 
basically a "wide place in 
the road." Paint Rock was a 
thriving little community un­
til, in 1932, a tornado blew the 
town to kingdom come.

The town was situated on 
the 2-lane U.S. Highway 72 
and, at one time, actually had 
a caution light that slowed 
the traffic passing through 
"downtown" Paint Rock.

I was born in 1930 during 
the Great Depression and was 
at a very impressionable age 
during World War II. Also, I 
remember well the post-war 
period.

With the opening of the 
Huntsville Arsenal during 
the war, folks in North Ala­
bama earned income that lift­
ed them out of the depression 
into an emerging economy 
that made life a lot more tol­
erable.

In the little town of Paint 
Rock, I witnessed soldiers 
who returned from the war 
and, because of the G.I. Bill,

“School days can be the 
happiest days of your 

life, if your kids are old 
enough to go.”

Suzie Preston, Scottsboro 

L. Thomas Ryan, Jr.
Attorney At Law

2319 Market Place, Suite B
Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Telephone Fax
(256) 533-1103 (256) 533-9711

ESTATE PLANNING, LIVING TRUSTS, 
WILLS, PROBATE

"No Representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of 
legal services performed by other lawyers."

went to college and found 
jobs that put a few extra dol­
lars in their pockets. With this 
money they could buy and 
build a house, buy a car and 
on occasion go on a vacation.

As I think back, I feel like I 
grew up in the best of times, 
mainly because of where I 
grew up. The Paint Rock that 
I knew as a boy had most ev­
erything for kids, especially 
kids like us. Without any 
"store-bought" toys, we used 
our imaginations and cre­
ated our own fun activities. 
We were familiar with every 
secret place, cove and "nook 
and cranny" from the top of 
Keel Mountain to the bot­
tom of Paint Rock River. We 
made our own wagons out of 
scrap lumber from the O'Neal 
Chair Factory that we used to 
coast down the red clay hill­
side next to the mountain 
graveyard.

Like any small community, 
there was always a gather­
ing place. That place in Paint 
Rock was the Rousseau Store. 
The pot-bellied stove was lo­
cated in the back of the store 
and this was where the lo­
cals mastered the art of loaf­
ing. The stove sat on a 4-foot 
elevated platform that was 
filled with large coal cinders. 
These cinders helped prevent 
fires and took care of those 
"uncouth" folks who spit to-
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bacco juice towards the stove. 
The large plate glass window 
in the front of the store that 
looked out onto Highway 72 
was also a gathering place for 
people who came to the Post 
Office for their mail and just 
to stop in for a quick chat.

Even before I started in the 
first grade, the Paint Rock 
School was an old building. 
The ceilings were high, the 
wooden floors were oiled and 
the bell in the steeple was 
rung by the Principal at the 
beginning of school, recess, 
lunch and finally at the end of 
the school day.

In cold weather, every 
room was heated with a pot­
bellied stove. The one cloak­
room, a long narrow room 
next to one wall, was open at 
both ends. It was separated 
from the main classroom, hav­
ing hooks for our coats and 
shelves for our lunch pails. 
Our drinking water came 
from two faucets three feet 
high from the ground. Since 
there was no indoor plumb­
ing we also had outhouses 

instead of bathrooms. The 
girls' outhouse was on one 
side of the campus and the 
boys' on the other. Of course, 
the boys' outhouse had holes 
at eye level so smokers could 
watch out for the Principal. 
The school had eight grades 
and the teachers taught two 
grades in each room. Each 
room had "cooperative learn­
ing" regardless of the grade, 
we all helped each other.

Our janitor, Uncle Felix, 
used "Tom Sawyer" and 
"Whitewashing the Fence" 
as a method to get the boys 
to bring in the coal and keep 
the stove full for the day. Of 
course, he used the same 
method for getting the girls 
to sweep the floors. At our 
age, we gladly volunteered 
and considered it a privilege 
to take on this heavy respon­
sibility.

“I know I’ve had a good 
round of golf when I didn’t 

fall out of the cart.”

Buddy Hackett

WELCOME TO AUTHENTIC THAI CUISINE AT
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STROKE
Every second counts.

Know the symptoms. Act F.A.S.T.
Face droops on one side
Arm drifts downward when raised
Speech is slurred
Time - Call 9-1-1 immediately
About 1.9 million brain cells die every minute a stroke goes untreated.

Huntsville Hospital is designated a Primary Stroke Center by the Joint Commission and 
has earned the American Stroke Association's Gold Plus Award for quality in stroke care.
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Experience. The Difference.
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Paint Rock was the only get that candy and cold drink 

stop along the Southern Rail- back to the soldiers before
road between Memphis and 
Chattanooga that had both a 
water tank and a coal chute. 
Since all trains had to stop to 
fill up with water and coal, 
many events of my boyhood 
revolved around those trains.

I'll never forget one Sun­
day morning during World 
War II when a troop train 
stopped by for water and coal. 
The soldiers got off the train 
and gathered in a field be­
tween the coal chute and the 
Baptist church. As a rule the 
soldiers were not permitted 
to get off the trains. But this 
Sunday morning, someone 
in authority had decided to 
have religious services in that 
field. Those services were not 
only Protestant, but Catholic 
and. Jewish, too. Since none 
of us kids had ever heard a 
Catholic or Jewish service, we 
left our Sunday School class 
at the Baptist church and 
walked across the road to the 
field and listened with wide- 
eyed quiet fascination. This 
was the outside world.

During the summer when 
we were not in school, we 
kids would hang around 
town or the Paint Rock Riv­
er, which was right below 
the depot. When we would 
hear a train coming and real­
ize it was a troop train, we'd 
hustle back to the tracks. The 
soldiers would hang out the 
windows and give us money 
to run to the store and buy 
them candy and cold drinks. 
We were proud of the nickel 
or dime they would give us, 
but our main purpose was to 

the train pulled out. After 
all, they were on their way to 
fight the War.

The Huntsville Times, the 
newspaper that I delivered 
in Paint Rock, came in from 
Huntsville on Train #36. Since 
the train was late at times, I 
would stand and wait to hear, 
"36 in block, Paint Rock." To 
this day, when I drive down 
U.S. Highway 72 and see that 
the light along the track is 
red, I can picture Mr. Roberts 
with his headphones on call­
ing to the other stations, "36 
in block, Paint Rock."

Later when I was in high 
school and became more in­
terested in my appearance, I 
became aware of the shower 
at the coal chute. Since we 
didn't have indoor plumbing, 
our bathing consisted of either 
going to the river in the sum­
mertime with a bar of soap, or

InterSouth
properties
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Phone (256) 830-9160
Fax (256) 430-0881 
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don’t live within our 
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J.C. Vaughn 
PresidentGuns &
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bathing in a washtub in front 
of the fireplace in the winter. 
There was hot water in the 
shower at the coal chute, and 
since "Hot" Chandler was the 
head operator there, I asked 
him if I could take showers 
there and pay him.

When I think back on it, 
I'm sure the only reason he 
charged me a quarter a month

CLOUD NINE
AMTA In-House Massages

Terese Stevens, LMT

Alabama License #992
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Neuromuscular
Deep Tissue
Phone:256/337-6989

Gift Certificates for All Occasions

In business 12 years!
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Huntsville, Al 35816 

(256)830-0761 
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was to make me feel better 
about it. After a hot shower 
in the cold winter, I would 
proudly walk home knowing 
that I would not have to take 
a bath in that washtub.

Since we all grew up in the 
Bible Belt, attending church, 
studying our Bibles and hav­
ing a strong Christian heritage 
were deeply embedded in all 
of us. Mama saw that all four 
attended Sunday School and 
church every Sunday. Before 
Sunday School even started, 
I already had a full morning 
of delivering papers, getting 
dressed for church ana head­
ing for the basketball court in 
the pasture by the church.

For us boys the Sunday 
morning ritual was to gather 
at the court and play ball un­
til we heard the church bell 
ring. Then we'd dash to the 
back seat by the window in 
hopes of a little breeze. I'm 
sure our thoughts were about 
the game rather than what the 
preacher had to say.

Of course we listened care­
fully for the rattle of change 
in Mr. O'Neal's pocket when 
he prayed and we always 
watched Mr. Thrower in case 
he fell forward as he rocked 
back and forth while praying 
the benediction. We knew af­
ter his prayer we were head­
ed to the river.

My wife said that I will al­
ways have a purpose in my 

life as I continue my fascina­
tion with the daily arrival of 
the mail and newspaper. I 
inherited this trait from my 
Mom, whose highlight of each 
day seemed to be her walk to 
town to pickup her mail. She 
would stop and chat with 
Roy Whitaker and other folks 
in the Post Office. Then she'd 
go into Rousseau's store to 
see Katherine Rousseau. I can 
still see her sitting in her rock­
ing chair on the porch reading 
the Huntsville Times.

Mama and Lila Mae Whita­
ker taught for over 40 years at 
the Paint Rock school. It was 
said that the "powers that be" 
on the Jackson County School 
Board waited until Mama and 
Lila Mae retired before they 
decided to close the school. 
Mama was a guiding light in 
the lives of many folks in both 
Paint Rock and Paint Rock 
Valley.

The biggest social event of 
the year was the black folks' 
July 4th BBQ and baseball 
game. My Dad would let me 
stay all night with the men 
while they would BBQ the 
meat. I would get my friend, 
Roebuck Hunt, to stay with

You may not know when 
you’re well-off, but the 

Internal Revenue Service 
does.

wBB I
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me and we would manage 
to "find" 2 or 3 chickens and 
some ears of corn and barbe­
cue our food right alongside 
the men. Since the river ran 
through the pasture, Roebuck 
and I would cool off in the 
river every two or three hours 
/T ' T>
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during those hot July nights. 
This was definitely a high­
light of each summer for me.

Since baseball was one of 
my loves, I would attend the 
Sunday afternoon games. I 
will never forget how Char­
lie Lovelace patiently worked 
with me and taught me how to 
throw a curve ball that helped 
me get a college scholarship. 
After the games, about 6:00 
pm most every Sunday night, 
I would slip in the back pew 
of the black church near Roy 
Whitaker's and listen to their 
wonderful gospel music.

Since my family didn't 
own a car, my transportation 
was "hitch-hiking." This was 
how I discovered Huntsville. 
On some Saturdays, when­
ever I had a dollar, I would 
hitch-hike to Huntsville and 
could see three movies, eat 
popcorn and get a hamburger 
and a cola at Little Gem's Pool 
Room on the square.

After a full fun day and 
with a nickel change in my 
pocket, the big decision was 
whether to buy another cola 
and walk the mile to High­
way 72 or to use my nickel to 
catch the bus to Rison School 
by Highway 72.

Hartselle Indoor 
Flea Market

Hwy. 31 South Hartselle, Al. Sat. & Sun. 9-5

Come see us at Hero World Collectibles!
All Different types of T-Shirts - S.E.C. Merchandise.

All Styles of caps,wallets, jewelry, belt buckles, 

comics, purses, etc.

Thank you for your business with us this 
past year and God Bless you and your family.

During my high school 
days Mr. W. O. Woolley was 
our principal. Because three 
of our coaches had been draft­
ed into the Armed Forces, Mr. 
Woolley was forced to coach 
Varsity football and basket­
ball. During these days, we 
were looking for both sports 
heroes and war heroes, and, 
even though we didn't know 
it, we had one right in our 
school. Mr. Woolley, with all 
of his responsibilities, never 
had a losing season during 
this time.

The old gym we played in 
was a WPA gym with 4 pot­
bellied stoves for heat. Be­
cause the dressing room and 
showers were always cold, 
the procedure was to undress, 
shower, brush off excess wa­
ter, towel down with the 
threadbare towel and dress as 
fast as possible. All this time 
I'd be thinking about walking 
the half mile in the cold win­
ter weather in time to catch 
a ride home with the Hunts­
ville Arsenal traffic. Those 
were the days, my friend.

Growing up in Paint Rock 
was a glorious absence of 
sophistication, but was a 
great sense of place.

Red Flanagan now lives in 
Stuart, Florida but cherishes his 
early life in Paint Rock, Alabama 
which is just a few miles from 
Huntsville. Between the moun­
tains and the river, this town is 
surely one of the prettiest in the 
North Alabama area.

We Specialize in Historic Homes
John M. Bzdell 326-8053

Windsor House
Nursing Home/Rehab Facility

Our team approach to rehabilitation 
means working together to enhance the 
quality of life and by re-shaping abilities 

and teaching new skills. We rebuild 
hope, self-respect and a desire to 

achieve one’s highest level of inde­
pendence.

*Complex Medical Care 
*Short Term Rehabilitation 
*Long Term Care

Our team includes Physicians, 
Nurses, Physical Therapist, Oc­
cupational Therapist, Speech 
Therapist, Activity Director and 
Registered Dietician

A place you can call home....
4411 McAllister Drive 

Huntsville, Alabama 35805

(256) 837-8585
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A Prominent Doctor 
Injured in Runaway

When a prominent doctor was thrown from his buggy in a 
runaway the other day, the garbled reports of the accident that 
floated back to the city gave his identity as that of another equally 
eminent physician. This mistake brought about an amusinq little 
episode.

The Sheriff heard the news and at once set about getting infor­
mation of the accident to the wife of the doctor who was wrongly 
supposed to be hurt. The tender-hearted Sheriff, not caring to be 
the bearer of such sad news, determined to delegate the task 
to a lady who is a close friend of the doctor’s wife.

He rang her by telephone. A woman’s soft voice at the other 
end of the line answered him.

“Mrs. A,” said the Sheriff hurriedly, without stopping to ask 
whom he was addressing, “I have just learned that Dr. B., while 
driving in the park with a young lady, was thrown from his buggy 
and seriously injured. I wish you would please step over to his 
home and break the news to his wife.”

But as it happened, the lady who listened to that alarming 
message was the doctor’s wife in person, and a very high-spirited 
woman, it may be said, in the bargain.

“What’s that you say?” she shouted into the transmitter. “My 
husband seriously hurt while driving with another woman? All 
right,then. I’ll finish him up when he comes home.”

From 1896 newspaper

fflunwa/ r /feme
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Don Broome Studios

‘Custom Framing

‘Artistic Nature Photography
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I have a full 
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in my home. 
No overhead

How can I help you?

7446 Clubfield Cir 
Huntsville, Al. 35802 

hm. 256-880-3497
cl. 256-656-1457
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The Rich History of 
East Clinton School

> <

by Andy Myers

History is not static; it 
never stays still long enough 
to be accurately observed or 
recorded with any sort of in­
tegrity. Constantly shifting 
and changing, reinterpreted 
through eyes of bias and told 
through opinionated voices, 
swerving agendas and dec­

Allied
Photocopy

Quality Reproductions 
Black & White & Color

China, Crystal, Silver, Pewter, Table 
Linen, Cookware.

Decorative Accessories, Invitations and 
Announcements, Lenox China & Crystal, 
Fine Linens & Cottons For Bed & Bath.

larations, history is at best 
a shadowy impression of 
truth. Through reading first­
hand accounts, we can deci­
pher a certain perspective of 
an event in the hopes to gain 
an evaluation. However, we 
quickly find our modern val­
ue system involuntarily plac-

Lawren*s
809 MADISON STREET 

HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

BRIDAL REGISTRY

Spry Funeral 
and Crematory 

Homes, Inc.
Family owned and operated 

since 1919

(256) 536-6654

Valley View Cemetery
open with 100 acres reserved 

for future development 

(256) 534-836L 
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ing itself between us and our 
goal; and too hastily our own 
opinion on the event has been 
calcified.

Through photographs and 
other printed images we can 
attempt to place ourselves 
inside the beating hearts of 
these events, our eyes study­
ing a face's expression and 
stirring up our own emotions 
about the experience.

Scenes of wheelbarrows 
filled with the dry hollow 
skulls of young soldiers who 
perished fighting at the Bat­
tle of Cold Harbor during 
our Civil War surely conjure 
up the sobering waste of life 
that wartime brings. Also a 
group photograph of young 
students of an early twentieth 
century classroom brings to 
mind the innocence of sim­
pler days and the knowledge 
we now hold of all the chang­
es their lives would experi­
ence in the coming century.

But still these are our emo­
tions diluted through mov­
ies, media; watered down 
through politics, public opin­
ion, as well as our own per­
sonal experiences. And once 
again in haste our minds set­
tle into a gratified conviction. 
Education should strive to 
eradicate this haste and avert 
at all costs the slandering veil 
of ignorance. To never be too 
convinced of our perspective 
and hold too tightly to what 
we perceive as fact.

This was an incontrovert­
ible truth to that generation 
who, towards the end of the 
20th century, founded our 
current city school system,

“My greatest fear is that 
there’s no such thing as 
PMS and this is just my 

personality.”

Jerri Parton, Madison 

their hearts filled with obvi­
ous passion and hope for the 
generations of school chil­
dren ahead. They believed in 
a standard of progressive in­
tellectualism that placed the 
unfolding goal of truth for 
the attainment of compassion 
above all else.

If any locality could mani­
fest that spirit of progressive 
intellectualism 
through edu­
cation it would 
surely be that 
block of East 
Clinton Street 
bounded by 
Calhoun and 
White Streets 
that for two 
hundred years 
has been the 
location of nu­
merous school 
structures, and 
whose history, 
as a medium of 
learning, pre­
dates even that 
of our state's 
foundation.

Ayers Farmers Market
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Located at the SE corner of Governors & Memorial Parkway

Created by a charter on No­
vember 25, 1812, the Greene 
Academy would be built on 
this site, becoming only the 
second state-funded charter 
school in the entire Mississip­
pi Territory. Major General 
John Brahan, a high-ranking 
officer in Andrew Jackson's 
Army and a major landholder 
in the newly opened Madison 
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County, donated the land for 
the school from his vast hold­
ings. The stately brick struc­
ture stood on the northwest 
corner of the lot in an area 
that at the time was consid­
ered the edge of town, having 
been only recently mapped 
out.

Though several smaller 
schools existed in the area, 
the Greene Academy repre­
sents the first publicly funded 
charter school. The school 
functioned for the next fifty 
years, endowing numerous 
generations of Huntsville 
and Madison County leaders 
with educations that would 
serve them well throughout 
their careers and would be­
stow them with the fortitude 
required for direction. The 
Greene Academy produced 
a foundation for excellence 
in education, striving, as Pro­
fessor A.B. Meek, an educa­
tor at the Greene Academy 
is quoted in saying, "For the 
promotion of the intellectual, 
moral, and social welfare of 
the people."

It would only be the out­
break of the Civil War and 
the subsequent occupation of 
Huntsville by Federal troops 
that would halt this institu­
tion. Knowing that a civili­
zation's future depended on 
the education of its citizens 
and the crippling effect its 
absence would have on the 
future of Huntsville, General 
Ornsby Mitchel, leader of the 
occupying forces that had 
captured Huntsville, ordered 
that all buildings of education 
be burned. Not spared from 

Maxine

this heinous act would be the 
Greene Academy, reduced 
to a smoldering pile of ashen 
timbers and blackened bricks.

Despite the senseless razing 
of the city's school buildings 
and the presence of Federal 
troops, Huntsville for the most 
part would be spared during 
the Civil War, unlike the fates 
of neighboring Florence in 
Lauderdale County and Belle­
fonte, then the bustling seat 
of Jackson County, who were 
nearly burned to oblivion by 
the occupying forces.

What would follow would 
be years of "Reconstruction", 
a period of American history 
wrought with dissension in an 
attempt to untangle the socio­
political chaos tnat America 
had created.

By the end of the 1870's 
Huntsville would draw the 
eyes of Northern industrialist 
investors looking to capitalize 
on the high unemployment 
rate and booming population 
of the city. Within the next two 
decades, Huntsville would be­
come the preeminent location 
for textile production in the 
South, with the foundation 
of Lowe, Merrimack, Lincoln, 
Dallas and several other mills 
in the area.

With the development of 
Huntsville came an influx of 
children and the city's small 
number of private education 

“One of my co-workers 
has an annoying habit 

- she works. Makes me 
look really bad.”

Free Attorney Consultation for Bankruptcy
The Law Firm of

MITCHELL HOWIE
Legal Services - Probate - Estate Planning - Wills

256-533-2400
No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of legal 

services performed by other lawyers.

institutions could not hold 
the vast amount of growth.

This led to the 1882 forma­
tion of the city of Huntsville's 
first Board of Education. 
The initial order of business 
would be to erect a new pub­
lic school to meet the needs of

Now there’s another 
four-letter word 
associated with 

moving and storage.

Easy.
PODS is a whole new way to 

move and store that’s a lot less 
stressful and a lot more conve­
nient. With PODS, you can take 
your time moving or storing your 
belongings. We deliver a POD 
right to your door, you pack it 
at your own pace and we deliver 
it anywhere coast to coast or to 
our dry and secure warehouse. 
It’s that simple.

Consider it moving and stor­
age on your own terms, without 
the time-constraints, deadlines 
or cursing. ________________

PODS
Por t On it nd Storing**

1-888-776-PODS
www.PODS.com

http://www.PODS.com
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Quality Food • Affordable Prices
All foods are prepared and cooked on site. 
We cook with hickory wood to have that great taste.
We do not cook with gas!

• Pork Sandwich
• Chicken Sandwich
• Turkey Sandwich
• Rib Sandwich
• Pork Plate
• 1/2 Chicken Plate
• Ribs (Slab)
• Ribs (1/2 Slab)
• Rib Plates
• Whole Chicken
• Whole Shoulders
• French Fries

Potato Salad

Baked Beans
Green Beans
Homemade Hushpuppies
Mayonnaise Slaw
Salads
Hamburgers - made fresh daily 
Cheeseburgers - made fresh daily
Hot Dogs
Slaw Dogs
Chili Dogs
Plate Dinners
Chicken Fingers
Much More!!!

Stuffed Potatoes
Pork, Chicken, Turkey or Ham with butter, cheese, 
sour cream & bacon bite

Brunswick Stew & Chili
Pint - $3.75 • Quart - $6.50 • 1/2 Gallon - $12.00 
Gallon - $18.00

14163 Highway 231/431 North • Located in the beautiful city of Hazel Groan 
Bill and Rosemary Leatherwood, Owners • Gift Certificates Available

Remember to pick up your 
Family Pack Special: 
1 lb. Special - $14.50
1 lb. of Pork or Whole Chicken,

54 pint daw, 1 pint side, 8 buns, sauce

2 lb. Special - $25.00
2 lbs. of fork, 3 pin t sides, 16 buns, sauce

3 lb. Special - $34.95
3 lbs. of Pork, 2quartsides, 24 buns, sauce

“It's Cooked In The Pit. ” Rali"8:,‘
256-828-8777 or 256-828-8778
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Huntsville's children. Select­
ed for the site would be the 
former grounds of the Greene 
Academy on East Clinton 
Street with the construction 
of a two-story wooden struc­
ture that housed classrooms 
for 150 students.

Professor D. B. Young 
would be among the first 
principals of the school with 
his staff of teachers including: 
Mary Dill, Mollie Pleasants, 
Nora Davis and Florence Har­
die. The building was heat­
ed by large cast iron wood 
stoves in the winter sessions. 
During the spring the tall 
windows would be opened 
to allow for the cooling winds 
of the season to ventilate the 
classrooms.

For twenty years this build­
ing would serve its function. 
By the turn of the twentieth 
century it was decided that 
the structure had weathered 
the damage of years of use 
poorly and would be de­
molished to make way for a 
new building. In 1902 a new 
schoolhouse would be de­
signed and built on the same 
location.

Contracted to build the 
structure would be A.M. 
Booth, owner of Booth's Lum­
beryard. Rising two stories 
and sturdily built of brick, 
the building featured an im­
pressive garret on the front 
entrance that caused one to 
glance skyward as he walked 
up the stone stairway into the 
structure. Inside the building, 
the heart of pine floors would 
be meticulously hand waxed 
with the rich smell of the fin­
ish permeating the cavernous 
hallways. The school would 
be separated by floors with 
the elementary housed down­
stairs and the high school 
grades upstairs.

Following the resignation 

of Principal Acuff in 1899, 
Professor W. J. Humphrey 
would occupy the position 
of Principal and would guide 
the transition into the new 
school building, serving both 
as Principal and Assistant 
Principal for many years to 
follow. Among the faculty 
chosen would be Florence 
Hardie, Annie Merts, Fannie 
Taliaferro, and Mary Dill.

Editor’s Note: 
East Clinton, an Art Deco 
style school, is located in 
the middle of Huntsville’s 
Old Town Historic District 

and is again facing an 
uncertain future...

Center for Hearing, LLC
7531 S. Memorial Parkway Suite C Huntsville, Al 35802

Maurice Gant, BC-HIS
Board Certified Hearing 

Instrument Specialist

Phone (256) 489-7700

• Free Hearing Tests and Consultations
• Zero down financing with low payments
• Competitive pricing
• Service and repair of all brands and makes of aids
• Hearing aid batteries
• Appointments - Monday thru Friday from (8:00 am 

until 5:00 pm) and Saturday upon request

00508041

HEART OF DIXIE'
Popcorn & Supply 

Fun Food Equipment & Supplies
We also carry equipment & supplies for Sno Cones, Shaved Ice, 

Nachos, Chips & Cheese, Cotton Candy, Funnel Cakes, Lemonade, 
Candy Apples, Hot Dogs, Deep Fryers, and Much, Much More!

Visit our showroom for the largest array of 
equipment and supplies in the South.

Perfect for Little League baseball - football games - basket 
ball games - concerts - festivals - carnivals. Free delivery!!

Toll Free (877)828-3270 - Local (256) 828-3270 - Fax (256) 828-4393

191 Darwin Road - Huntsville 35811 
www.heartofdixiepopcorn.com

Neals 
Pressure 
Washing 
WE CLEAN IT ALL!

Painting 
Home Repair 
256-603-4731 
Licensed & Insured 

Proud Member of -qO-di 

the BBB

http://www.heartofdixiepopcorn.com
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Old Huntsville Trivia

1808 - Madison County is formed. There are 2,555 
people living in the county at this time.

1817 - The first church in Huntsville is built. No 
records exist as to what denomination it was.

1817 - Physicians gather at Talbots Inn on the east 
side of the square in Huntsville to discuss a terrible 
outbreak of smallpox. Among measures discussed 
was a proposal to place armed guards on roads lead­
ing into town to prohibit strangers from bringing the 
disease to Huntsville.

1821 - The first mail robbery in Madison County 
occurs when the carrier to Bennett's store is robbed. 
Among the items stolen were the carrier's shoes.

1861 - Vigilante committees are formed to help 
protect Huntsville in wartime.

1864 - Six newspapers are being printed in Hunts­
ville at the same time.

1876 - New rates are posted for city supplied water. 
The rates are $1 for a family of less than 3, and $8 
for a family of 3 to 8.

1919 - The last County Fair is held downtown on 
the Courthouse Square. The same year the Tennes­
see Valley Fair Asso. purchases land of their own on 
Church Street.

1937 - The first state liquor store opens on Jef­
ferson Street in the Hutchens Building. Two-year old 
Red Brook straight bourbon whiskey sells for $1.30 
a quart.

West Station 
Antiques 

Come visit us in 
Owens Cross Roads at the 

Historic Hornbuckle Garage 
on old Hwy 431.

Phone (256) 725-BOOK (2665)

Books - Paper Items 
Postcards - Linens - Quilts 
Pottery - China - Glassware 

Sterling Silver - Jewelry 
Furniture

Visit us at our website: 
www. gibsonbooks. com

3037 Old Highway 431 
Owens Cross Roads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

New Hours: Thurs - Sat 10-5
Sun -1 - 5

‘Cliff Sill
53llorney 3lt

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury
* Workers Compensation

‘Helping You Is Not A Job - It’s Our Mission”

929 Merchants Walk (256) 534-4502 Office
Huntsville, Al (256) 534-4503 Fax

(256)233-3328(Athens)

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater than the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.
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Memories of a Structure Long Gone
When I first saw the "mystery" picture in a year-old issue of "Old Huntsville" magazine, 

I immediately recognized the last remaining section of the old concrete and stone wall that 
once surrounded the Five Points property of J. Emory Pierce. Mr. Pierce built the Times 
Building located at the corner of Greene Street and Holmes Avenue in downtown Huntsville.

I well remember the house and other buildings that once stood at this site. The house 
and surrounding buildings were built on a large triangular piece of land at Five Points. The 
property faced Holmes Avenue (formerly East Holmes Street) and was bound on the east 
by Andrew Jackson Way (formerly Fifth Street) and on the west by Dement Street (formerly 
Second Avenue).

This triangular piece of land remains today and is now occupied by businesses. It helps 
form one of the most traveled intersections in Huntsville.

The shape and location of this land made it a very unusual place to build a house and, the 
house was even more unusual. It was a large square, three-story house built in tiers and to 
a child looked like a fairy-tale castle. It was often referred to as the "wedding cake house". 
There were other buildings on the grounds. There were also formal gardens with benches 
and flowers, stands and containers.

But the most unusual thing was that the house, buildings, benches, flower stands and con­
tainers were all built of concrete and stones like the remaining section of the wall featured in 
the Old Huntsville "mystery" picture. Also, this wall completely surrounded the property.

This section of wall is all that remains of Mr. Pierce's grand house and gardens that once 
was one of Huntsville's most unique show places and is an important part of Huntsville's 
history.

A Proud Huntsville Native

Announcing a great new partnership in Real Estate
I — — - - - - - - - -

Linda retired from US Army civilian service 
after a successful 25-year career. Today she 
brings her expertise to ensure all of our Real 

Estate customers receive the quality attention 
they deserve.

R
■*’-

Darryl, an experienced, award-winning Realtor 
and Linda, an expert in service: 

Now THAT’s a team!

The Goldmans

Darryl: 256.520.1771

Linda: 256.520.1944

www.huntsville-homefinder.com
darrylgoldman@kw.com

Darryl Goldman, ReaTtor®
g g Suite 108

^**1 -#■ -8G9Shoney Drive

11 Ud I • Huntsvi"ej| 35801
KELLER WILLIAMS

REALTY

http://www.huntsville-homefinder.comdarrylgoldman@kw.com
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IA
Heroic 
Mother 

Bird
From 1877 
Newspaper

A local paper relates this interesting story. During 
one of the last summer's thunderstorms, lightning 
struck a barn near the town of Pensacola, Florida. 
A stork's nest, in which there were some young 
fledglings, was threatened by the flames.

The two parent birds contemplated the horrible 
situation from a distance with evident distress. At 
last the mother bird darted down upon the nest, 
and, seizing one of her young family with her beak, 
bore it off to a safe spot upon a meadow. The father 
followed her, and settled down to keep watch over 
his offspring.

When the mother returned to the scene of dan­
ger the fire had reached the nest, in which one bird 
still remained. But while she was flying around it, 
preparing for a descent, the young one fell through 
the charred nest into the burning barn. There was 
no moment for thought. Down darted the mother 
into the smoke and fire, and, coming up with the 
fledgling in her beak, flew off, apparently unhurt.

On the next day a wounded adult stork fell to 
the ground in the marketplace. She was unable to 
stand, and the policeman who found her carried 
her into the guardhouse, where it was discovered 
that both legs were sorely burned, and she was 
recognized as the heroic mother who had done 
the brave feat of rescue at the fire in the barn. A 
physician was sent for, and the policeman found 
her a temporary home.

Meanwhile, the spouse of the sick she-stork 
had discovered her whereabouts. He attended 
diligently to the two young ones, and paid daily 
visits to the mother, as if to inform himself how 
the patient was getting on, and to assure her that 
their children were doing well.

The school children of Pensacola readily 
charged themselves with the task of finding food 
for the patient, bringing her everyday far more 
than the necessary number of living frogs. The 
Mayor paid an official visit every day to the sick 
guest of the municipality, to see that the doctor's 
orders were duly carried out, and in less than 
a fortnight the bird was sufficiently hale to fly 
away to her mate and children.

Life is like a safe with a combination, 
but the combination is inside the safe.

Ji

nevens
worldwide van lines

Murray Moving and Storage 
201 Green Cove Road 
Huntsville, AL 35803 

881-0661

We are a family owned and operated 
business for 50+ years. We take 

great pride in moving your household 
and know that each piece and box is 
valuable to you. We treat each house 

as if it were our own. The secret to our 
success is to do the job right the first 

time. Most of our customers are repeat 
customers.

Call for a free estimate.

“Tl (256) 881-0661

For All your Real Estate Needs!

MARY ELLEN PETERS

Re/Max Alliance
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Heard On 
the Street

by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to Lisa Love- 
day who was the first correct 
caller to identify the photo of the 
month for March. It was Austin 
Miller and he was the sweetest 
baby ever. Lisa said the Millers 
are relatives of the Lovedays. She 
enjoys taking care of a big gar­
den and cant wait til after April 
15. (You can't plant anything be­
fore that date - it's a rule).

Bob Peavy works on build­
ing homes for people in North 
Huntsville and gives much of his 
time to the volunteer work. He 
works through World Chang­
ers and the Baptist church. He 
didn't have to venture far recent­
ly to oversee a group of people 
ranging in age from 12 to their 
mid-40s who were taking part in 
the annual program. It's a great 
organization.

Sam Zeman is that hand­
some, personable member of 
the Golden K Kiwanis Club and 
no one will convince me that he 
turned 85 on Apr. 7! NO WAY! 
It was celebrated in true form 
with a birthday party at Brook­
dale Place put together by his 
sweet wife, Liz. Happy Birth­
day to you Sam!

It breaks my heart to tell 
you that Audra Wilson passed

away in mid-March, at the very 
young age of 45. Audra owned 
Salon Bella on Church/Pratt for 
12 years and knew hundreds 
of people here. She was a lov­
ing Mom to sons Chandler and 
Forrest, and just cherished her 
daughter Olivia, 12. She had a 
heart of gold and would help 
anyone who needed her. We 
were not ready to lose her. We 
will always love you, my dear 
friend.

Mark your calendars for 
Thursday, May 9 for the Com­
modores in concert at the VBCC. 
All proceeds go to Huntsville 
Hospital's Cardiovascular pro­
gram and should prove to be a 
rocking night!

It was great hearing from Dor­
othy Durham recently. She is a 
native Huntsvillian for 90 years 
and sure has seen a lot of change 
here. She just had a birthday in 
late February so Happy Birthday 
to you!

Rosemary Leatherwood's 

daughter Jamie Wood will cel­
ebrate her 35th birthday April 14 
- Rosemary wishes every Mom 
could have a wonderful, car­
ing and sweet daughter like Ja­
mie. Also she wants to wish her 
brother-in-law Johnny Leather­
wood a happy Apr. 8 birthday, 
he will be 54.

The Kiwanis Club of Hunts­
ville West hosts the annual Pan­
cake Day each year, and this year 
they served so many people who 
really enjoyed the hot pancakes, 
sausage & juice. If you missed 
it this year, be sure and go next 
March! I enoyed talking with 
Joan Dawson & Doug Driskill, 
proud members of the club.

March is a rough month for 
our friend Joe Waggett. His 
wife Liz Waggett passed away 
3 years ago from pancreatic can­
cer on March 31, after just cel­
ebrating her birthday on March 
21. Many remember Liz as 
that person who would always 
make you feel good just by be­
ing around her. We sure do miss 
her.

Helen Grace Hooker was the 
epitome of the Southern Lady. 
Helen was 94 when she passed 
away, and had proudly taught 
in the Huntsville school system

The first person to correctly 
identify the youngster below wins 
a full one-year subscription to 

“Old Huntsville” magazine.
Call (256) 534-0502

Ruth’s Nutrition
Let us Help Create a 
Healthier, Happier You!

Herbs - Vitamins - Massage - Reflexology 
Natural Foods - Clinical Herbalist 

Auricular Therapy - Magnetic Therapies 
Electrodermal Testing - Children’s Products

7540-P South Memorial Pkwy 
Rosie’s Shopping Center 

Huntsville, Alabama

(256) 883-4127
Open Mon - Sat 

info@ruthsnutrition.com

Hint: This little girl loves hosting 
weddings in her beautifully 

renovated Southern mansion.

mailto:info@ruthsnutrition.com


for 37 years, retiring from south 
Huntsville's Blossomwood El­
ementary. Helen was a founder 
of Trinity United Methodist 
Church. She leaves daughter 
Mary Adelaide (Perky) Taylor 
(and husband Jerry) and son 
Robert Hooker of Nashville. We 
send our deepest condolences to 
all who knew Helen.

While taking care of some 
business at Wells Fargo Bank on 
South Parkway recently I met 
and worked with the nicest guy. 
Jermaine Fletcher was the Per­
sonal Banker Rep I spoke with 
and he was very professional 
and took care of what I needed!

George Wells sent us some 
information recently that had 
alot of "pork" attached to it. 
The Coffee Tree hosted the first 
annual Pig Day proclaimed by 
Mayor Tommy Battle to a stand­
ing room-only crowd, most in 
costume. Singer Patsy Trigg 
was there to sing "Grandma Got 
Run Over by a Reindeer" and 
"It's a Merry Christmas When 
Pigs Fly" (2012). Jerry Mungle 
sang his popular song "Diarrhea 
Blues." Money was raised for 
the Shepherd's Green Pig Sanc­
tuary located in Cookeville, TN 
in order to provide rescue and 
lifetime care for abused, aban­
doned or homeless pigs.

Ruth Hursh is the beautiful 
mom of Barb Eyestone of Hunts­
ville, and Ruth will celebrate her 
87th birthday in late April. Ruth 
lives in Naples, FL and sure 
looks forward to her visits from 
Barb and husband Ron. Happy 
Birthday Ruth!

While going through a move 
recently with Murray Mov­
ing Co. we met Neil Murray of 
Marshall County, Matt Smith 
of New Hope and Scotty Hill of 
Somerville. Along with the help 
of Rick Murray we were moved 
in NO time. They were really 
fast, efficient and nothing broke! 
Very good experience and just 
nice guys.

Mary Jim Ailor is the owner 
of Loose Ends, and she helps 
those who are downsizing/ 
moving, to go through belong­
ings and sell or dispose of them. 
Her hardworking staff have so 
much energy and are very fast. 
There is much need for this type 
of business, especially in these 
economic times.

We have so many historic 
buildings in Huntsville that are 
unique and contribute so much 
to the rich history of our city. 
Several are empty now and face 
a bleak future unless the Hunts­
ville Historic Preservation 
Commission fights for them. 
Recently the commission turned 
down a request to demolish the 
East Clinton Elementary school 
building and most of the resi­
dents were very happy with the 
decision.

The Greene Street Farmers 
Market is so popular downtown 
because people enjoy eating lo­
cal fresh produce more than 
ever - now we hear that Latham 
United Methodist Church will 
be hosting another farmers mar­
ket on Weatherly Road that will 
start in May in the parking lot 
of the church. There are lots
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of vendors signed up to offer 
a great variety of food & prod­
ucts and they will be there each 
Tuesday for the warm season. Be 
sure and mark your calendar for 
the opening day, Tuesday May 7 
from 3-7 pm.

With this tough economy, 
please get out and support 
Huntsville's small businesses. 
The big box stores will be fine, 
but our small family-owned 
businesses need your support 
now more than ever. Many are 
on the brink of going out of busi­
ness, so please think of them 
when you make your shopping 
decisions.

Blinds, Shutters, Drapery 
Woven woods, Cellular & 
Roman Shades 8 More

Your Total Window 
Treatment Provider

Rand's Blinds Inc >

Bus: (256) 650-0465

Aesthetically Pleasing
Interior Window Treatments

Visit us at:
www.randsblinds.com

IIVWIVIUIIVII
Americas's Finest

24/7 Emergency Service 
,llnjl 256 533-7163 __
HIM www.united-specialist.comwww. united-specialist, com

http://www.randsblinds.com
http://www.united-specialist.com
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weet Spring Delicacies

Al mon acapoons Coconut Meringuesd M

1-1/4 c. coarsely chopped 
almonds, lightly toasted

3/4 c. sugar 
3 egg whites
1/3 c. chopped maraschino 

cherries, well drained
Preheat your oven to 300 

degrees. In a 2-quart pot mix 
your almonds, sugar and egg 
whites, cook over medium heat 
for about 6 minutes, stirring 
constantly. When a path re­
mains when you drag a spoon 
through the mixture, remove it 
from the heat. Stir in the cherries 
and cool.

Cover a cooking sheet with 
parchment cooking paper, drop 
the mixture by rounded tea­
spoonfuls about one inch apart 
onto the paper. Bake about 20 
minutes and the macaroons are 
light brown. Slide off the paper 
onto a wire rack, cooling com­
pletely.

Pastry for a 9-inch pie
4 eggs
1-1/2 c. sugar 
1/2 c. butter, softened 
2 T. yellow cornmeal 
2 T. half-and-half
2 T. lemon juice
2 t. vanilla extract
Dash salt
Preheat oven to 325 degrees. 

Prepare your pastry or thaw it 
out. Beat eggs, sugar and but­
ter for 3 minutes in a medium 
bowl on high speed. Beat in 
the remaining ingredients. Your 
mixture will look curdled but is 
supposed to.

Pour into pie plate, lined with 
the pastry. Bake for one hour 
or til set, cool for 15 minutes. 
Refrigerate til chilled. This is 
great served with your favorite 
liquor, such as Kalhua, Grand 
Manier or Amaretto.

4 egg whites
1- 1/4 c. sugar
2- 1/2 c. coconut
1/2 t. vanilla extract
1/4 t. salt
Preheat oven to 325 degrees. 

Lightly grease a cookie sheet. 
Beat egg whites in a deep glass 
bowl until foamy. Beat in sugar 
and continue beating til stiff and 
glossy. Don't under-beat.

Fold in remaining ingredi­
ents, drop mixture by heaping 
teaspoonfuls about 2 inches 
apart onto cookie sheet. Bake 
for 20 minutes til light brown. 
Immediately remove from cook­
ie sheet and cool. Store in a 
tightly covered container.

Stpawbeppq Cpeam

1/2 c. powdered sugar
1 qt. fresh strawberries, sliced
1 c. whipping cream

It’s Our 57th 
Anniversary!

3319 MEMORIAL PKWY SW 881 -4851
Dine in or carry out & our famous breakfast 
8412 WHITESBURG DR. So 882-0841

Dine in or drive thru & our famous breakfast

Please celebrate with us! 
During the month of April 
you get a free piece of pie 
with each lunch or dinner 
plate, Monday & Tuesday.
Open for breakfast, lunch & dinner. 
Featuring a full menu and the best 

country breakfast in town!

Glfesss’s Kids Eat s i ncw*** Free!Free!
w -

EQery Monday night Kids eat Free!

One child, 10 and under, eats free from our 
new kid’s menu with each paid adult entree. 

Offer good for Dine-in only.

YOUR HOSTS:
THE SANFORDS & HAMPTONS
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2 T. powdered sugar
4 T. orange-flavored liquor
Sprinkle 1/2 cup of the pow­

dered sugar on the strawberries, 
and stir gently. Refrigerate 2-4 
hours covered.

Beat the whipping cream and 
2 tablespoons of the powdered 
sugar in a chilled medium bowl 
til stiff. Fold in the liquor. Fold 
this mixture into the strawber­
ries and serve.

Apple Crisp

4 medium tart cooking ap­
ples, pared and sliced

1 c. dried apricots, chopped
3/4 c. regular flour
3/4 c. brown sugar, packed 
1/3 c. chopped pecans
3 T. butter, softened 
Whipping cream

Place the apples in an un­
greased square pan, 8x8x2 inch­
es. Top with the apricots. If the 
apricots are dry, cover them 
with boiling water and let stand 
for 3 minutes, drain and add.

Mix remaining ingredients, 
except for the whipping cream, 
and sprinkle the mixture over 
the apples and apricots.

Bake at 350 degrees for 35 to 
40 minutes. Serve warm with 
whipped cream.

Cinqersnap Parfaits

1-1/2 c. whipping cream
2 T. powdered sugar
1 c. gingersnap crumbs (use 

about 8 cookies)
Beat the whipping cream

The Historic Lowry House

and sugar in a chilled medium 
bowl til stiff.

Layer the crumbs and 
whipped cream in 4 parfait 
glasses, starting with the crumbs 
and ending with the whipped 
cream.

You'll make about 4 layers in 
each parfait glass. Refrigerate at 
least 5 hours, but no longer than 
24 hours.

Sweet I ixie Cake

4 eggs
1/2 pint heavy cream
1-1/2 c. sugar
1-1/2 c. self-rising flour
11. almond extract (or vanilla 

if you prefer)
Powdered sugar

Break the eggs into a bowl 
and beat til light and foamy, at 
least five minutes.

Add the cream, beat another 
5 minutes. Pour in the sugar, 
beat well. Blend in the flour and 
extract.

Pour in a greased tubular 
pan and bake at 350 degrees for 
50 minutes. If using two 8-inch 
cake pans, bake for 30 minutes. 
Dust with powdered sugar.

Gramma s Bread Pudding

1 loaf dried bread pieces
11. vanilla extract
3/4 c. sugar
2 eggs
1 c. warm milk

Mix all in a big pan, pour 
into a baking dish. Bake for 35 
minutes at 350 degrees.

Make your Reservations 
NOW FOR YOUR SPECIAL 

EVENT IN A 
BEAUTIFUL SETTING*

Call (256) 489-9200 
FOR INFORMATION

___
1205 Kildare St. 

Huntsville, Al 35801

INBLOOM.

Gifts - Cut Flowers
Plants & Accessories

Weddings - Parties 

We deliver fresh 
flowers locally 
256-533-3050

Ron Cooper 

Mark Kimbrough

504 Pratt Ave.

q~| Huntsville Al. 35801 ph

go
Restaurant With

The Trains!

975-E Airport Road

883-7656
Country Cooking 

Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
Mon. - Sat. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm 

Closed Sundays
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School Lunches
by Malcolm Miller

A few weeks ago my twin grandsons, Crayton 
and Phillip Miller, spent the night with me and 
I am always thrilled when they come for a visit. 
They are seventeen year-old juniors at Buckhorn 
High School and they were telling me the best 
thing about getting back to school is the great hot 
breakfasts and hot lunches they enjoy in the school 
lunch room. They shared with me some of the 
menu items they particularly enjoy.

Things have definitely changed since I was in 
school. We never had a lunch room the whole time 
I was in school and I usually didn't have anything 
to take to school for lunch except when we were 
lucky enough to have flour. Then 1 would take 
biscuits and whatever meat we had, on them. I 
started out with ham then later on ended up with 
sow belly in my biscuits. Then when we ran out 
of flour sometimes I would take corn bread sliced 
open with sorghum molasses poured in it.

The worst part of it was there were always two 
or three what I called rich kids in the class and they 
would always make fun of my biscuits or whatever 
I brought for lunch, so I finally stopped taking 
anything to eat to school. I used to hear those rich 
kids talking about pimento cheese sandwiches and 
I promised myself that when I got older, I would 
buy all the pimento cheese I could find and see how 
it tasted. To this day, when I eat pimento cheese 
sandwiches, I think back on those days when I was 
eating sow belly and watching those kids eat those 
delicious-looking sandwiches.

I had a buddy who was in about the same fix I 
was and on occasion he would bring biscuits with 
fried potatoes in them. His name was Malcolm 
"Craw Dad" Warren and he didn't care what any­
one thought about what he brought for lunch. Some 
days he would give me one of those fried potato 
biscuits and they tasted mighty fine. When you
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are really that hungry, potato biscuits are a 
feast indeed. I can't help but wonder if my 
grandsons would eat fried potato biscuits 
for lunch.

Since I refused to carry the lunch to 
school that my Mama fixed she did the next 
best thing. Every day when 1 came home 
from school there would be a big black pot 
full of pinto beans setting in the middle of 
the table along with a pone of cold corn 
bread and of course a big onion when avail­
able. My six brothers and I would all be so 
very hungry and this meal was a great relief 
as well as being a wonderful stomach filler 
for seven hungry boys.

Even after I was going to high school at 
Hazel Green and playing basketball I still 
didn't take a lunch to school, however on 
occasion I had enough money to go up to 
Atlas Carriger's store and buy myself a pint 
of milk and that would keep me going til 
I got home.

I can still recall the time when I was in 
the tenth grade. I went with the team to 
play in the district basketball tournament 
and I thought I had enough money to eat 
on, but the last day in Cullman I ordered 
lunch and lacked a dollar having enough 
to pay for it.

Vernon Scott was the team manager 
and he and I roomed together with some 
of Big Jim Folsom's relatives. Vernon was 
eating with me that day and he loaned me 
a dollar and got me out of an embarrassing 
situation.

I will never forget what Vernon did for 
me that day and believe you me since that 
day in Cullman I have always made sure 
that I had the money to pay before order­
ing food.

We all talk about the "good ole days"; 
however I believe my grandchildren have it 
quite a bit better now than many of us had 
it in the "good ole days."

Steve Cappaert
Brok»t*AuociMe

AVERBUCH
Realty Co., Inc.

«=.-
7500 memorial Pkwy. So. #122 
Huntsville, al 35802 

Bus. phone 256-883-6600 
Fax 256-883-6650

Cell 256-651-7517 stevecappaert@knology.net

Serving Fun Food and 
Great Spirits for the Best 

Customers in the World!

Check the Entertainment on our website www.leeanns.biz
Fax #256-489-9313

Behind the Red Caboose on Church Street

256-489-9300
15 TVs - 4 H.O. Wide 

Private Conference Room
Food served inside and on the patio 

Available for holiday parties

Huge Menu of Delicious Foods prepared by 
our own chef, including over 70 items <& 

Daily Specials:
Fried Potato Cakes 
Calamari
Pork Chop Nuggets 
Fried Mushrooms 
Jalapeno Poppers 
Chicken Fries 
Corn Nuggets

Steak Philly
Catfish Fillet
Chicken Cordon Bleu 
Monte Sano Chicken 
Fajitas
Cheese Sticks
Fried Zucchini 
Quesadias
Chicken Philly
Classic Club
Filet Mignon
Shrimp Jammers

Sauteed Shrimp
Fried Green Tomatoes
Fried Okra
Bourbon Glazed Salmon

Some of the best food you’ll find anywhere! k 
Come eat & drink on our large patio!

Live Entertainment on the Patio, Tuesday - Saturday
24 TV’s for Watching your Favorite Sports 

____________________ Closed Sun and Mon___________________ ■

mailto:stevecappaert@knology.net
http://www.leeanns.biz
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Monte Sano Memories
by Jane Barr

It was August, 1950. We were 
married in El Paso, Texas and right 
after the reception left for Hunts­
ville, Alabama. The population 
was about 16,000.

My husband was part of the 
Von Braun group moving here to 
work on the rockets.

Since most of the men and their 
families had been moving all year, 
the availability of housing was 
almost nonexistent. There were 
converted garages, with dirt floors 
covered with old carpets; convert­
ed "upstairs" into semi-apartments 
with shared bath, if the advertise­
ment didn't say "bath" you knew 
it was a "path" to the outhouse! 
"You can have this bedroom but 
you have to stoke the furnace (with 
coal) every morning."

One "upstairs apartment with 
shared bath" had one room, "this 
corner is for a hot-plate and when 
Sonny is home on leave from the 
Army you have to get out of the 
bedroom 'cause it's Sonny's." I 
fuess we were to pitch a tent in the 

ackyard when Sonny was home 
on leave.

Anyway our first choice was 
a cabin in Monte Sano State Park. 
YEA!!!! We could stay there until 
October when they closed since 
the cabins were not insulated for 
year-round use.

That's when we fell in love with 
Monte Sano. We had a cabin on the 
bluff, we'd eat on the screened 
porch, my husband would take our 
car to the Arsenal and I'd wander 
around the woods.

We could not find a house on 

Monte Sano to rent so we moved 
into a house downtown. Every 
weekend we'd be back on the 
mountain with a picnic lunch, 
going down a dirt road and stop­
ping at a stream.

Two years later we bought 
a lot on Monte Sano. We went 
to the Post Office to get a rural 
box number. When we told the 
postmaster where we were go­
ing to build he laughed. "Only 
folks with summer homes live on 
the mountain. The weather and 
roads are really bad."

When we insisted he finally 
said "OK" then he looked for a 
number. "There will never be 
more than one hundred (100) 
houses up there, if that." Well, 
they already had over 77 because 
77 was taken and so was 77-112. 
"I can give you 77-1/4", so that 
was our rural box number. The 
houses had no numbers or mail 
boxes. The mail boxes were lined 
up on Monte Sano Boulevard!

Our first house was 900 sq. 
ft. pre-fabricated. We had a con-

crete slab poured over the plumbing 
pipes, then a truck pulled up and un­
loaded the house. The windows and
doors were in place, like a doll-house.

It was up in a day! Complete with 
white Youngstown metal kitchen 
cabinets and all appliances. The bath-

f Major Medical 
to Age 65

Medicare Supplement 
for age 65 & Up

Dental & Vision
for All Ages

Sandra Nunley, Consultant

phone 256-859-7477

Toll Free 1 -866-709-4908
For all of your Insurance Needs J

cMore than meets die eye!
Chock out our website for o variety of Itemsl

uiuiuj.lindasprintlng.com - linprint@llndasprinting.com

256,534,4452
Toll Free: 

877.534.4452 
Fax: 

534.4456

Take advantage of 
Daily Deals on our (Jacebook page

facebook.com/lindasprinting £

^PBflNTING 
SERVICES

uiuiuj.lindasprintlng.com
mailto:linprint@llndasprinting.com
facebook.com/lindasprinting
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room was small, but it was inside! One 
day a man drove up with a pick-up truck 
loaded with picnic tables and benches 
made of tree branches. I bought a table 
and two benches. We were living "high 
on the hog."

My next door neighbor, Mrs. Lloyd 
Kranert, and I would walk from my house 
about a mile away to a special place. There, 
along the stream, we'd pick blueberries.

Two years later, stopping by Sam 
Thompson's house (he took care of the sale 
of lots for the Mountain Heights Develop­
ment Company), he said "There's a new 
area just opened. Come on, I'll show you." 
So we followed Mr. Thompson down a dirt 
road, stopping near a stream. "Here, this 
has just opened."

What we assumed was Monte Sano 
State Park property turned out to be adja­
cent to the park but owned by the Moun­
tain Heights Development Company. We 
got out of our car, looked around and said 
"We'll take this one."

It was the same spot we had been 
stopping by for picnics since we came to 
Huntsville and the spot Mrs. Kranert and 
I would go to pick blueberries. The stream 
our three kids got to play in and catch pol- 
liwogs in glass jars. The stream that still 
runs past our house, Casa del Monte.

REAL ESTATE, INC.

(Doing (Business
with Vs.....

Is a (Piece of Cake'. I

Team Richard 
Realtors

Since 1972

(256) 603-7110

*3, TeamRichardRealtors .com

M S Masonry
Customer Recommended

Stonework
FirePits
Outdoor Ovens
Historic Repair
Stucco
Repairs
Pavers & Curbs
Walkways
Outdoor Kitchens

“No Job is Too Small”

Michael Sylvester
(256) 694-2469

All Major Credit Cards Accepted
Licensed-Insured - References
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Redstone Arsenal’s 
Historic 

Goddard House
by Skip Vaughn
Editor, Redstone Rocket

An antebellum structure 
on Redstone Road stands as a 
reminder of past generations.

The Goddard House, built 
in 1835, was moved to its cur­
rent location from the south­
east part of the installation in 
December 1955. The 12-mile 
trip took two days. The only 
unplanned incident occurred 
less than a block from its new 
site, when utility lines had 
to be disconnected to let the 
house pass. It happened that 
the power disruption blacked 
out a Christmas cartoon show 
for Post children, a situation 
quickly corrected by the Fire 
Department with a portable 
power generator.

In May 1956, the VIP guest 
house was officially named 
Goddard House in honor of 
Dr. Robert H. Goddard, who 
is generally recognized as the 
"Father of American Rock­
etry." Dr. Goddard (Oct. 5, 
1882 to Aug. 10,1945), was an 
American professor, physicist 
and inventor, and is credited 
with creating and building 
the world's first liquid-fueled 
rocket.

Ready for occupancy in 
February 1956, the guest 
house was in use immediate­
ly. First to sign the guest book 
was Secretary of Defense 
Charles Wilson, followed 
by Secretary of the Army 
Wilber Brucker, Secretary of 
the Navy Dan Thomas and

Lt. Gen. James Gavin, Chief 
of Army Research and De­
velopment.

It has gone through ex­
tensive renovations through 
the years, and is no longer 
used as a guest house. The 
Goddard House, with 5,875 
square feet, has become ad­

DAVID WAGGE 11, Master Certified Sales Representative

Cell Phone (256) 783-2359
WWW.WOODYANDERSONFORD.COM

Offering Personal Concierge 
Services to help you through 
your busy days!

Including:
Pick Up and Delivery 
Complete Auto Detailing 
Car wash and Wax
Oil change & other services

For Over 50 years, Our Courteous, Friendly 
Service has Never gone out of Style

“Home of Red Carpet Service”

ministrative space, according 
to Roger Hare, physical space 
manager in the master plan­
ning division of the Garrison's 
Directorate of Public Works.

"We wanted to find a valid 
tenant," Hare said. Now va­
cant, the facility's most recent 
use was for source selection 
boards by the Army Contract­
ing Command-Redstone. Its 
next tenant has already been 
identified.

"We're in the process of 
assigning that facility to the 
(Garrison's) Environmental 
Office," Hare said. "We have a 
program that's called Interim

Huntsville, Al
(256) 539-9441

Locations Also in 
Madison and Fayetteville

http://WWW.WOODYANDERSONFORD.COM
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Celebrating 26 Years of Service to Youngsters

golden K kiwanis

Golden K Kiwanis Club of Huntsville was 
chartered by Kiwanis International 26 years 
ago. During the last 23 years, members 
have distributed Old Huntsville Magazine in 
Huntsville and Madison County, raising more 
than $500,000 for youth projects.

Copies for purchase can be found at 
Walgreen’s, WalMart, MAPCO or 

Dollar General Stores.
For the magazine rack nearest you, go 

online atwww.GoldenKHsv.org

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO YOUTH ACTIVITIES GOLDEN K SUPPORTS

Alabama Science Fair • Everybody Can Play Playground 
Blount Hospitality House • Boys Scout Troop 400 • Toys for Tots 

Children’s Advocacy Center • Downtown Rescue Mission • Second Mile 
Court Appointed Juvenile Advocate • Huntsville Achievement School 

Huntsville / Madison County Library • Madison County Special Olympics 
Veterans Memorial Museum • and Scholarships for 

Alabama A&M • Oakwood College • Calhoun Community College

Golden K Kiwanians meet on Thursdays at 8 AM at the Downtown Rescure 
Mission, 1400 Evangel Drive, for breakfast and programs of interest

JOIN US AND WE WILL SET ANOTHER PLACE AT THE TABLE

Golden K Kiwanis of Huntsville • Alabama

atwww.GoldenKHsv.org
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Measures Work for 17 suspected chemical 
warfare materiel sites, and it's the cleanup of 
those sites. And the project's going to go until 
February 2037. And it's a $527 million project."

The Goddard House will serve as admin­
istrative space for that environmental project, 
which is scheduled to bring in workers in June.

The two-story house has a colorful history. 
It is thought that the house was built by James 
Manning, who owned 2,200 acres of land in 
Madison County, part of which is now Red­
stone Arsenal. No one is sure whether Man­
ning, described as a merchant and wealthy 
planter, ever lived in the house but he owned 
the land at the estimated date of construction.

In the Oct. 25, 1989, issue of the Redstone 
Rocket, an article written by Pam Rogers in­
cluded recollections by Nellie McAnally of 
Huntsville, who had lived in the house for 
several years during the 1920s, when it was 
known as the Chaney house. Back then it was 
located near what is now Gate 9. Her father 
was the overseer of the Chaney farm, part of 
which was rented out to tenants who grew cot­
ton and corn and bought their supplies from 
a commissary located at the rear of the house.

According to the article, McAnally visited 
the house with the Rocket reporter and 
she described how the facility used to 
look. She also expressed her belief that 
the house was haunted.

"One morning my mother and my 
sister-in-law were in the kitchen. My 
sister-in-law was churning and my 
mother was washing dishes. My sister­
in-law said, 'Look Mrs. Russell, there's osz 
a dog.' It was standing right there, in 
the doorway of the kitchen, and it was 
soaking wet, even though the sun was 
shining outside. It had the body of a dog 
and the face of an old man. Leona (the 
sister-in-law) threw a stick of stove wood 
at it, but missed. It turned around and 
my mother followed it, and it just disap­
peared," McAnally said in the article.

Family members and visitors were 
awakened on several occasions by the 
sound of the huge folding doors be­
tween the living and dining rooms being 
slammed back, only to find them in their 
normal positions. When it stormed, the 
family could hear a baby crying outside 

the family room window. McAnally said she 
got so used to a ghostly hand turning the 
doorknob to her upstairs sitting room that 
she finally quit getting up to see who was 
there. She knew there would be no one, at 
least no one she could see, at the door.

Editor's note: Dr. Kaylene Hughes of the 
AMCOM History Office provided information 
for this article. Skip Vaughn can be reached at 
skip.vaughn@theredstonerocket.com

Come see us fora complete selection of trees, shrubs, \ 
flowers, bulbs, vines and plants for this area.

Visiting our Gardens is like a 
Walk in the Park!

At Bennett Nurseries, you’ll find a relaxing, 
park-like atmosphere. Here you can get ideas 
from our landscaped display areas, and walk 
through acres of greenhouses. Music plays 

in the background and refreshments are served. 
Please shop with us Today!

7002 Memorial Parkway No. 
Huntsville, Al 35810
Next door to Across the Pond

mailto:skip.vaughn@theredstonerocket.com


Old-Fashioned 
Superstitions

- It's bad luck to sweep out trash 
or carry out ashes after sunset.

- Sweep the feet of your baby with 
a broom and he will walk early.

- When you get up out of a chair, 
make sure you don’t leave the chair 
rocking, or you will get very sick within 
the year.

- If you spill a jar of face powder, 
a bad quarrel with a friend will ensue.

- If you desire to become a good 
seamstress, allow a lizard to run 
across your hand.

- A young woman seeking a hus­
band should stick seven needles into a 
lighted candle while praying to the Vir­
gin Mary, until the wick is consumed. 
By doing this she can obtain the love of 
the man of her dreams, while render­
ing him impotent with other women.

- Never invite thirteen guests to 
dinner, or one of them will suffer very 
bad luck.

- If a hen is set in the light of the 
moon, the eggs will hatch roosters 
who will refuse to leave the henhouse.

- Should a man and woman pour 
tea together, they will have a baby 
within the year.

- Always plant peppers when 
you’re good and mad at your wife, and 
give your gourd seeds a good cussing 
or they will never come up.

- If you have a wart and can’t get

rid of it, go to the home of a lady friend 
and steal her dish towel. Rub the towel 
on the wart and place it under your 
friend’s front porch or step. Don’t let 
her know you did it, walk away and 
don’t look back. The wart will soon 
disappear.

- If a family has black cats, the 
daughters will all be old maids. Also, a 
girl who rides a mule will never marry.

- To prevent nightmares from 
recurring, before bedtime soak both 
your feet in very warm water. Take half 
a lemon and thoroughly rub your feet 
with it, don’t rinse 
but pat dry and hit 
the sack.

- Have bags 
under your eyes? 
Try mother nature 
- slice up a raw 
potato and place 
a slice on top of 
each bag for 10 
minutes; suppos­
edly the chemical 
composition of a 
potato draws out 
water.

- To help lower 
your blood pres­
sure, get some 
Crayola Magic 
Scent crayons. 
They’re meant to 
calm you down - 
get a good coloring 
book that you love 
and settle in for a 
night of coloring.

- Don’t plant 
onions and pota­
toes close to each 
other - the onions
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will put out their eyes.

- If you thank a friend for a gift of 
seeds, they will never grow right.

- If you have a raging impulse to 
get some dessert, get out your nail 
polish and paint your fingernails, It 
takes awhile to dry and by that time 
your urge may have passed.

- Check your cup of coffee in the 
morning. If the bubbles on the surface 
float in your direction, you will soon 
come into some money you didn’t 
expect.

Serving hearty German fare 
in Huntsville Since 1972.

Star Market
and Pharmacy

Old Fashioned Service & Courtesy

Your Friendly Neighborhood 
Pharmacy & Grocery Store 

Located in Historic Five Points 
702 Pratt Ave. - 256-534-4509
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The MISSION Study
Are you interested in a clinical 

research study for your diabetes?

clinical research study who are:
• Between 18 and 79 years of age
• Diagnosed with type 2 diabetes, and
• Not able to control their blood sugar with metformin alone

MISSION Study
Rondo Indlralof Itaglpitoanl ImwsJtrtn os a secombtocfc

For additional information about the benefits and risks of the study, 
please contact us.

Clinic name: Medical Affiliated Research Center
Contact: Recruitment Department
Phone Number: 256.564.7175
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Shocking News from 1916
Ringling Bros. Circus judge Lawler Murdered 
Goes up in Flames

Huntsville: What started as a 
day of merriment for people attend­
ing the Ringling Brothers Circus 
here quickly turned into tragedy as 
flames swept the compound.

Over 600 people were on the cir­
cus grounds when a fire, apparently 
caused by a carelessly discarded 
cigarette, and fueled by high winds, 
swept through the grounds.

The main damage was concen­
trated near the stock pens where 
immense quantities of fodder had 
been stowed for the livestock.

The stock handlers, who had 
been prepared for such an emer­
gency, immediately began blind­
folding the horses and leading them 
to safety.

Though there is no report of 
human casualties, 37 horses burned 
to death in the conflagration. Scores 
more were severely injured.

Several of Huntsville's doctors 
were pressed into service in an at­
tempt to save the injured animals 
but in many cases it was too late. 
Shots rang out through the day as 
more of the animals were put out 
of their misery.

A spokesman from Ringling 
Brothers Circus stated the show will 
continue its run here in Huntsville 
with no interruption of scheduled 
shows. Agents for the circus are 
already in negotiations with local 
livestock dealers to replace the hors­
es. The fiery blaze, and the smoke, 
was seen all across the county.

Citizens in New Hope, upon 
seeing the smoke, immediately 
raised a contingent of volunteers 
and dispatched them to Huntsville.

New Disease 
Discovered in Maysville

Dr. I.W. Howard has confirmed 
that a new and dreadful disease has 
been identified in Maysville.

Nettie Preston, the two year 
old daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Will 
Preston, was diagnosed yesterday 
as having polio.

Though two other cases have 
been reported in other parts of the 
state this is the first confirmed case 
in North Alabama.

Huntsville: The
body of W.T. Lawler, 
Madison County Pro­
bate Judge, was dis­
covered by ferryman 
Percy Brooks yester­
day near the Hambric 
Slough bridge on Al­
dridge Creek.

The body had been 
weighed down with 
heavy pieces of met­
al that unidentified 
sources have claimed 
came from the County 
Jail. First reports say 
that Lawler died from 
wounds inflicted to 
the head with a blunt 
object.

Lawler was last 
seen yesterday at a 
Chatauqua on the 
school grounds of the 
East Clinton School. 
Sources claim that af­
ter receiving a tele­
phone call, Lawler left 
the Chatauqua to meet 
with unspecified peo­
ple. He was not seei 
alive again.

The murder is 
whispered to have 
political connec­
tions with rumors 
of whiskey rings, 
corrupt payoffs and 
vote buying all being 
tossed about as the 
possible motive.

Percy Brooks 
has reportedly im­
plicated C.M. Nails, 
Circuit Court Clerk, 
and David Overton, 
an ex-Huntsville Po­
lice Chief. Sheriff 
Phillips has also been 
mentioned as a sus­
pect.

Overton had lost 
the election for Pro­
bate Judge to Lawler 
after a bitterly con­
tested race in which 
both parties were 
accused of being part 
of a corrupt political 
machine.

The Governor is reported to be 
sending three companies of National 
Guard to Huntsville to guard against 
any parties seeking retribution. An 
investigator from Montgomery is 
also expected to arrive tomorrow.

Since 1934

GARVIN
k FEED & SEED. LLC.

Holistic Pet 
Food and 

Seasonal Plants 
Available Now!

Locally 
Owned! Big 
enough TO 
SERVE YOU, 

SMALL ENOUGH 
TO CARE.

• Chef Jeff Herbs
• Seeds by the ounce & pound
• Mulch, topsoil, sand & stone

256-534-5637

2215 Holmes Ave. - Huntsville 
www.ctgarvins.com

For FftshioNS FiwisliiNq Touch...

The little things really do count 
Earrings, a belt, bag, hat or pin are the 

little things that complete the big 
picture of fashions.

Seasonal 
Sales on the 
CLOTHES YOU 

Love!

740 fltaTljlvetuif, 
539-3876

http://www.ctgarvins.com
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Thomas Jefferson & Abraham Lincoln:
Brothers in the Faith

by Hartwell Lutz

People the world over recognize the 
greatness of Thomas Jefferson and Abra­
ham Lincoln, America's third and sixteenth 
presidents, respectively. But, from several 
perspectives, it is easily seen that there were 
significant differences between them, physi­
cal appearance being one of them. Jefferson 
is frequently described as being "hand­
some," whereas Lincoln is said to have been 
"ugly." One of his army generals described 
him as the "gorilla." His tall, gangly, awk­
ward body, often covered by poorly fitting 
clothes, and his rough facial fea­
tures made him a favorite subject 
of cartoonists.

Thomas Jefferson's appear­
ance, on the other hand, has been 
described as being "rather ma­
jestic." A former Jefferson slave 
said of him, "Mr. Jefferson was a 
tall straight-bodied man as ever 
you see, right square shouldered. 
Nary a man in this town walked 
so straight as my Old Master. 
Neat a built man as ever was seen 
in Vaginny, a straight-up man, 
long face, high nose."

The ancestries of the two men 
could not have been more differ­

ent. Whereas Jefferson was born into a wealthy, 
slave-owning planter family in Virginia, Lincoln's 
ancestors were poor dirt farmers, who moved from 
Kentucky, then to Indiana and, finally, to Illinois. 
Jefferson wrote that his first recollection was of be­
ing carried on a pillow by a slave riding on a horse. 
Lincoln's family did well to own a horse.

Upon the death of his father, when Thomas Jef­
ferson was fourteen, he inherited a large plantation 
and a goodly number of slaves. Needless to say, 
Lincoln never owned a slave, and he owned very 
little real estate. Ironically, Jefferson died virtually 
bankrupt, while Lincoln's wife, Mary, was left in 
reasonable circumstances, although she never ac­
knowledged it.

Some of the best tastin’ chicken anywhere!

Ask about our 15-year 
Warranty Against Stain

HUNTSVILLE GRANITE & MARBLE

Granite, Marble, Quartz Counter Tops
Open Monday - Friday 8-5. Open Saturday from 8 - Noon.

Ask us about granite that does not need to be re-sealed! If you 
already have granite, call us and never worry about re-sealing again.

Is your current stone counter top chipped, stained or is the seam 
coming apart? Call us: we can fix it even if we didn’t put it in!

WWW.HUNTSV1LLEGM.COM

256-489-3890
11309-H South Memorial Pkwy., Huntsville, Al 35803 

(Corner of Mythewood Dr. & So. Pkwy., next to 
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As a young boy, Jeffer­

son was tutored by highly 
educated men. At the age of 
16 he enrolled at the College 
of William and Mary, one of 
America's top institutions of 
higher learning at that time, 
and graduated two years later 
with honors. It would be fair 
to say that Thomas Jefferson 
had as fine an education as 
America had to offer in the 
middle of the 18th Century.

In contrast, Abraham Lin­
coln's formal education con­
sisted of, at most, two years in 
a one-room school house. He 
was essentially self-educated, 
first as a land surveyor and 
later as a lawyer. His access to 
literature in his early life was 
probably limited to the King 
James Bible and the so-called 
"classics," such as the works of 
Shakespeare, Plato and Aris­
totle. He studied them closely 
and committed long passages 
of the Bible and classical litera­
ture to memory.

Jefferson loved the ladies, 
and they seem to have re­
turned his admiration. Lincoln, 
however, was much more at 
ease with a group of men than 
with women. Although it has 
been asserted that he was gay, 
this is possibly the result of 
the fact that, as a circuit riding 
lawyer in rural Illinois, he, like 
most of his contemporaries, 
had to share a room and a bed 
with another lawyer as they 
traveled the circuit. Close as­
sociates of Lincoln referred 
to Mary Lincoln as "The Hell 
Cat." Unlike Jefferson's, his 
was not a happy marriage.

Thomas Jefferson's only 
marriage was to Mary Wales

A grenade thrown into a 
kitchen in France would 

result in Linoleum 
Blownapart.

Skelton, a beautiful young 
widow, who was herself from 
a prominent Virginia slave­
owning family. But, in keeping 
with his promise to his wife 
before her death at age 33, he 
never remarried, which is not 
to say that he did not sire chil­
dren subsequent to her death.

In short, Jefferson was a 
man of the world, cultured 
and refined, and Lincoln was 
a backwoods country lawyer. 
There were, of course, some 
similarities between these two 
great men. They were both un­
doubtedly geniuses. The Dec­
laration of Independence, by 
Jefferson, and the Gettysburg 
Address, by Lincoln, will stand 
forever as two of history's fin­
est examples of political writ­
ing, using the term "political" 
in its best sense.

And then there's "Reli­
gion."

On the surface, this pres­
ents another sharp contrast. 
Thomas Jefferson was almost 
certainly baptized as a baby 
and was a life-long member of 
the Church of England (now 
the Episcopal Church). But 
Lincoln was never baptized 
and never joined a church, 
although as a child he did at­
tend services with his parents 
at a country Primitive Baptist 
church.

In his 1843 campaign for 
Congress, Lincoln was at­
tacked by his opponent, him­
self a fiery Methodist circuit­
riding evangelist, for being an
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"infidel."(Lincoln is reported 
to have said that, "Had there 
been no priests, there would 
be no infidels.") This charge 
became such an issue in the 
campaign that Lincoln felt 
compelled to issue a handbill 
addressing it. In that paper, 
he admitted that he was not 
a member of any church, but 
denied any hostility to reli­
gion in general or Christian­
ity in particular. Early in the 
campaign, he had to confront 
written and oral statements 
that he had made over a period 
of several years. For example: 
"The Bible is not my book nor 
Christianity my profession;" 
and, "The only person who is 
a worse liar than a faith healer 
is his patient."

However, it is clear that 
President Lincoln, over time 
and trial, came to a firm belief 
in a just and powerful, but not 
well defined, god.

Near the end of his life, 
Lincoln told a close friend that 
whenever "any church will 
inscribe over its altar, as it sole 
qualification for membership, 
the Savior's condensed state­
ment of the substance of both 
law and gospel, 'Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God, with 
all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul and with all thy mind, and 
thy neighbor as thyself,' that 
church would I gladly join." 
He had studied the subject of 
religion closely, and he knew 
there was no church that fit 
that description.

Even though Jefferson, as 
mentioned above, was a mem­
ber of a Christian church, he 
said of himself, "I am a sect 
by myself," and he described 
the book of Revelation as the 
"ravings of a maniac, no more 
worthy or capable of explana­
tion than the incoherence of 
our own nightly dreams."

Mr. Jefferson went through 
the Four Gospels, (Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John), dis­

carded the miracles and su­
pernatural events, and literally 
cut and pasted those of Jesus s 
sayings that he, Thomas Jef­
ferson, accepted into what 
became known as "The Jef­
ferson Bible." Elsewhere, he 
stated his belief that Paul and 
other New Testament writ­
ers were corrupters of the 
teachings of Jesus, and that 
he, Thomas Jefferson, under­
stood those teachings better 
than the gospel writers did. 
Both men, throughout their 
political careers, had to defend 
themselves against charges of 
being "atheists," which they 
hotly denied.

Clearly, neither of these 
men were atheists. Both of 
them, almost surely, 
believed in the God of 
what is today referred 
to as 
tian tradition." They 
could probably best be 
described as ^Deists," 
which is to say they 
believed in a Creator 
who set everything 
in motion and then, 
more or less, got out 
of the way and let his 
creation function ac­
cording to the laws of 
nature, which the Cre­
ator had established.

Brothers in the faith, 
such as it was.
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The Picture
by Austin Miller

In the latter part of 1941, 
when I was about nine months 
old, Mama and Daddy got my 
great Aunt Lucy McCay Currier 
to drive us to town to make my 
first baby picture. It was black 
and white, as most photographs 
were in those days. In the picture, 
I am barefoot, sitting up with my 
arms to my side and wearing a 
white one-piece dress with a belt 
that fastened in the front with a 
button. I don't know how many 
photos were made, but a number 
were given to my grandparents, 
uncles, aunts and friends of the 
family. One was an eight-by-ten 
that has survived to this day.

Mama and Daddy gave one 
of the wallet size pictures to my 
Uncle James Curtis Miller, Sr. 
(Gib). They may have given it 
to him when he came home to 
Ryland for Christmas from the 
Army in 1941 or they may have 
mailed it to him at Fort Benning. 
In any event, he had it before he 
and Aunt Bertha married in the 
summer of 1942. More than fifty 
years later she remembered him 
showing it to her when they were 
dating.

One time when I was visiting, 
Uncle Gib mentioned that he had 
one of my baby pictures with him 
in combat. This intrigued me but 
I didn't pursue it further at the 
time. Later, I asked about it and 
told him I would like to see it. 
Both he and Aunt Bertha said they 
didn't know where it was. A few 
months after that, I asked Aunt 
Bertha again and she said she 
would look for it. I was afraid she 
wouldn't be able to find it because 
Uncle Gib had shown me his old 
war time wallet and some of the 
things it contained, but there was 
no baby picture.

I was intrigued because if that 
picture could talk, what a story 
it could tell. The saga began in 
army training camps in Georgia, 
South Carolina, North Carolina, 
Louisiana and finally a voyage on 
a troop ship across the Atlantic. 
The English spring and winter of 
1944 is on record as one of wettest

and coldest in history. The living 
conditions and tent cities scat­
tered all over England have been 
shown many times in countless 
war movies and documentaries 
about World War II. Uncle Gib 
was in one of those camps.

The 4th Division, however, 
was not sitting around in tents 
all the time. They were train­
ing for the invasion of France. 
This included mock landings on 
the English 
side of the 
channel. 
These were 
child's 
play com­
pared to 
what was 
to come 
but it was 
still a cold, 
wet and 
dangerous 
exercise, 
with many
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killed. Uncle Gib and my pic­
ture survived England and the 
practice landings. This was not a 
journey that improved as it pro­
gressed. Conversely, conditions 
got worse with each step in the 
progression.

Life on the transports ferry­
ing troops across the channel to 
France is also well documented. 
Packed in like sardines, they suf­
fered through gale speed winds

www.LittleTobaccoStore.com

Snuff, Long Cut & Pouches

804 Wellman Avenue
Next Door to Thai Garden 256-520-6481

Little
Tobacco
Store

$1.85 Grizzly

$1.85 Copenhagen 

LC Straight, IV/ntergreen, 
Skoal X-tra

$3.29 Copenhagen

PRATT AVENUE

■ STAR MARKET

WELLMAN AVE.

5 POINTS

STYLE ELEGANCE FUNCTION

http://www.parksupplycompany.com
http://www.LittleTobaccoStore.com


Old Huntsville Page 36

and high seas for days. The rolling swells 
made most of them deathly ill, a condi­
tion exacerbated by a strong stench of 
vomit and diesel fuel. Based on historical 
accounts of the crossing, many veterans 
said they were so sick and miserable that 
they would not have lifted a finger to 
save the ship from sinking; others said 
whatever horrors awaited them on the 
beach would be better than life on the 
transports.

Uncle Gib didn't talk much about 
the war but I know that he was on one 
of those transports. I also know that he 
was in the first wave that hit Utah Beach 
on June 6, 1944. At daylight, he exited 
the transport by jumping into cold breast 
deep water. He told me that everything 
on him was thoroughly soaked with sea­
water including my baby picture.

Some drowned immediately but 
many more were killed by hostile fire. 
They were like sitting ducks. By the time 
he waded ashore the waves hitting the 
beach were tinged red with blood. They 
were being pounded with heavy artil­
lery and raked with rifle and machine 
gun fire. Some veterans gave accounts 
of bullets falling around them like rain.

To my surprise he watched the movie 
"Saving Private Ryan". I asked him how 
the movie compared to his experience. 
He said the real thing was much worse 
and all the actors were way too old. 
Somehow, Uncle Gib made it across the 
wide expanse of sand and went inland 
without a scratch. After clearing the 
beach, he went from Normandy to Cher­
bourg and back again. This foray was in 
the infamous hedgerows where some of 
the fiercest fighting of the war occurred.

After that, he patrolled up and down 
the beach and back inland. On July 20th, 
in the vicinity of St. Lo, shrapnel from a 
German 88 gravely wounded him. After 
being hit, he was taken to an aid station; 
from there he was moved to a tent that 
served as a field hospital. Finally, he was 
evacuated to a hospital in Eng­
land. After England, he was sent to 
a hospital in New York, from there 
to Atlanta and finally, after about 
a year, to a convalescent center at 
Daytona Beach, Florida. My baby 
picture, worse for the wear but still 
intact, made the entire trip.

In the spring of 2004, he asked 
me if I would cut up a tree with 
my chain saw that had fallen in his 
garden. I jumped at the chance, 

ecause it is not often that he gives 
me an opportunity to help him. 
As soon as I could., I went to the

house on Wellman Avenue and cut up the tree as promised. 
When I finished, Aunt Bertha gave me a red envelope with 
my name on it. Inside were high school graduation pictures 
of my cousins as well as some old family snapshots. Also, 
in the envelope was my baby picture. The picture is cracked 
and has some torn places around the edges but considering 
what it has been through, it is in remarkable condition. It now 
resides in a gallery of baby pictures on a wall in my house.

Knowing the history of where the picture has been makes 
it a cherished possession but the real prize to me is not alto­
gether where it has been, but with whom it went.
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A Story of 
True Love

by Leo Larkin

His name was Howard William Mason 
and he lived on Coldwater Road in Hazel 
Green. Howard was born May 11,1917, be­
fore the youngest of six sisters. They were a 
farm family and it was not unusual for them 
to each pick 400 pounds of cotton a day. 
Eventually, Coldwater Road was renamed 
Elkwood Section Road. Although the farm 
was in Alabama, all those living on the first 
road that ran east and west (south of the 
state line), received their mail from either 
the Taft, Ardmore or Flintville Post Offices 
in Tennessee. The Mason family mail came 
from Taft but they had Alabama driver 
licenses with a Tennessee address.

About 1980, when the 911 requirements 
were passed, they received a new address. 
Most of the county roads were named for 
the oldest family living on the road (even if 
they were bootleggers). Signs were placed 
on every road to identify them.

Howard was a quiet, shy man. Bashful! 
Shortly after I married into the family, I met 
him on the square in Fayetteville. I stopped 
and spoke to him and his face turned blood 
red.

Howard courted Dorothy Marie To wry 
for quite a long time and she dearly loved 
him. Dorothy, a vibrant lady, born March 
21,1922, was from Howell Hill, Tennessee. 
Howard's father had passed away and he 
felt a great responsibility to maintain the 
farm and support his mother. In those days, 
well, women just didn't propose marriage. 
Finally, after giving up on him she started 
dating another fellow. Eventually, the new 
beau asked her to marry him and she said 
yes, although Howard still held her heart.

Dorothy asked her best friend Sue to 
stand up with her. Sue tried her best to 
persuade her to not do this, for she knew 
Dorothy still loved Howard. The ceremony 
took place, and there was a gathering at 
Dorothy's mother's home. They were all 
sitting on the front porch when Howard 
showed up. He stood around for a bit and 
then said to Dorothy, "Well, I guess you 
know you've ruined my life!" Impetuously, 
Dorothy, said, "Oh no, I haven't!" She pulled 
the wedding ring off and gave it back to her 
groom of only a few hours. She had the mar­
riage annulled and married Howard on Feb-
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ruary 13,1945, in Alabama. They lived on Coldwater 
Road in the home place with his mother and farmed the 
land. When Howard's mother died, they gave the home 
place to his oldest sister, Leoma, and lived in another 
home close by. Later they moved to the new ground on 
Mason Road a short distance away. Their two children, 
Andrea and Wade, were born there.

As with most small farmers, Howard held two 
jobs. He was employed by Martin Stove Company in 
Huntsville. After they closed, he worked at Amana Re­
frigeration in Fayetteville, Tennessee. Dorothy worked 
for Serbin, a dress manufacturer in Fayetteville.

They bought a farm in Park City, Tennessee, and 
moved there in 1957. Howard worked his 'company' 
job and continued farming, his first love. He even made 
his own molasses. Their two children eventually gave 
them four grandchildren. Howard continued to be shy 
and quiet, and Dorothy remained her spirited self. It is 
reported by family that he would be in the recliner with 
the newspaper over his head while she'd be talking to 
him. They lived happily until Dorothy's death during 
the 1985 Christmas holidays. Howard was so lonely he 
would get his sister, Virginia, to go with him to the local 
square dance. He continued to farm the new ground 
on Mason Road, until he died at the age of 78.
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The Spare Bed
When I go to the country to 

visit my relatives, the spare room 
rises up before my imagination, 
and I shiver when I remember how 
cold and grave-like the sheets are. I 
put off the visit as long as possible, 
solely on account of that spare 
bed. I do not like to tell them that 
I had rather sleep on a picket fence 
than to enter that spare room and 
creep into that bed, and so they 
never have any suspicion of my 
sufferings.

The spare bed is always as near 
a mile and a half from the rest of 
the beds as it can be located. It is 
either upstairs at the head of the 
hall, or off in the parlor. The parlor 
curtains have not been raised for 
weeks, everything is as prim as an 
old maid's bonnet, and the bed is 
as square and true as if it had been 
made up by a carpenter's rule.

No matter whether it be winter 
or summer the bed is like ice, and 
it sinks down in a way to make one 
shiver. The sheets are slippery 
clean, the pillow slips rustle like 

shrouds and one dare not stretch 
his leg down, for fear of kicking 
against a tombstone.

One sinks down until he is lost 
in the hollow, and foot by foot the 
xime bed posts vanish from sight, 
de is worn out and sleepy, but he 
knows that the rest of the family 
are so far away that no one could 
hear him if he should shout for an 
hour, and this makes him nervous. 
He wonders if anyone ever died in 
that room, and straightway he sees 
ghostly faces, hears strange noises 
and presently feels a chill galloping 
up and down his spine.

Did any person ever pass a 
comfortable night in a spare room? 
No matter how many quilts and 
spreads covered him, he could 
not get to sleep, and if he did ac­
cidentally drop off into a doze it 
was to waken with a start, under 
the impression that a spirit was 
pulling his nose. It will be days 
and weeks before he recovers from 
that impression, and yet he must 
suffer in silence, because the spare 
bed was assigned him in token of 
esteem and affection.
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Tweetie’s
Pet Tips
The Family Dog

* Using metal water dishes 
outside in winter may be a risk, 
because your pet's tongue could 
stick to the frozen metal. In the 
summer, metal bowls can get very 
hot and burn your dog.

* If you have a puppy that uri­
nates on your carpet: After soak­
ing up most of the mess with a 
paper towel, sprinkle a generous 
amount of bicarbonate of soda 
(baking soda) over the area and 
leave it to absorb both the traces of 
urine and the odor.

* If your dog runs away from 
you and you finally catch up to it, 
no matter how angry you are at 
the dog, do not yell or smack it or 
he will never come to you when 
called for fear of being punished.

* Do not leave your dog un­
attended on a choke chain. The 
chain could get caught and stran­
gle the dog.

* Do not leave your dog in the 
car unattended on not days. Even 
with the windows open, tempera­
tures in cars WILL reach deadly 
levels. It only takes five minutes! 
If you see a dog locked in a very 
hot car do something to try and 
help it before it's too late.

* Do not make your dog walk 
on extremely hot or cold asphalt, 
cement, etc. The pads of their 
paws are not made out of steel. If 
it is too hot for you to walk bare­
foot, then chances are that it is too 
hot for your dog also.

* To keep your dog busy, buy 
toys with little holes in them (such 
as a Kong), put both big and small 
pieces of Kibble in the toy and give 
it to your dog. This will keep him 
busy for quite a while, presum­
ing he has a few small ones that 
he gets out quickly. You can also 
wedge dog biscuits in the holes 
with a smear of peanut butter.

“I didn’t like my beard at 
first. Then it grew on me.”

Sam Keith, Huntsville

* When your dog is teething, 
instead of having him chew on 
couches, walls, etc., buy a few 
(cheap) washcloths. Soak the 
washcloth with water and put it 
in the freezer. When fully frozen, 
give it to the dog to chew. It will 
thaw out so have another one 
ready in the freezer. (Be careful 
when doing this with very small 
dogs, as they may get a chill. I 
have heard of small dogs getting 
too cold too quickly when chew­
ing on ice.)

* For teething puppies, mix 
chicken or beef broth (look for low 
fat, low sodium brands) with 1/4 
cup of water. Pour the mixture 
into ice cube trays to make broth 
ice cubes. They are tasty treats on 
hot days. (Be careful when do­
ing this with very small dogs, as 
they may get a chill. I have heard 
of small dogs getting too cold too 
quickly when chewing on ice.)

* Do not leave your pet in an 
area with dangling phone cords, 
drape cords or other items that it
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may strangle itself on. Be aware of 
electric cords that may be chewed 
by the pet.

* I have a dog that used to love 
to dig. When I'd fill the hole and 
re-seed, he'd just dig it up again. 
One day I was watching him 
wander around the yard, and I 
noticed he took extra care not to 
step in his droppings. So, the next 
time I filled up a hole, I buried a 
little dung at the bottom and left 
some dung on top. He avoided 
the freshly-seeded grass, and his 
droppings made excellent fertiliz­
er. This won't work for all dogs...I 
also have another dog that loves 
to dig. This trick does not work 
on her, as she does not care where 
she steps.

Please note: the feces of dogs 
or any other meat-eating animal 
are NOT SAFE to use as fertil­
izer on plants that will be eaten 
by people, such as veggies, fruits 
or herbs. The feces can spread 
disease, even if it comes from a 
healthy dog.

* Is your dog digging? Try 
putting cayenne pepper in the 
holes —they don't like the sen­
sation when they go back to dig 
again.

* Dog urination burns your 
lawn? Try giving them some to­
mato juice every day (either in 
a bowl or on their food) and it 
should solve the problem.

* After soaking up the ma­
jority of urine or picking up the 
poop on your rug, baby wipes do 
a great job and pick up all smells 
with no stains left behind.

mailto:sbsmith@hiwaay.net
http://www.scottyfix.com
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From the Desk of Tom Carney
Frank Gurley, 

Fugitive in Gray 
by Tom Carney

Something was up. You 
could feel it in the humid, late 
summer air. Union General 
Don Carlos Buell's Yankee sol­
diers could feel it. The Rebel 
horsemen under General Na­
than Bedford Forrest could feel 
it. There was an ominous sense 
of impending tragedy afoot. 
Something was up.

The month was August. 
The year was 1862. That dread­
ful saga that was the American 
Civil War was a little over one 
year old. In the east, the Union 
army under General George 
McClellan had been stopped 
cold in its drive toward the 
Confederate capital at Rich­
mond, Virginia. In the west, 
the Union army under General 
U.S. Grant had steamrolled its 
way through western Tennes­
see by taking Forts Henry and 
Donelson. It had lost some 
of its steam after being ter­
ribly bloodied at Shiloh, but 
had gone on to take Corinth 
and Iuka, Mississippi from the 
equally bloodied Confederates. 
Now Grant's army was stalled. 
It was spread out over western 
Tennessee and northern Mis­
sissippi in several garrisons 
thanks to Grant's cautious su­
perior, General Halleck. That 
left the middle.

Yankee operations in Mid­
dle Tennessee were under the

command of General 
Don Carlos Buell, 
who like Grant, also 
reported to General 
Halleck. Buell had 
left his headquarters 
in Nashville and per­
sonally led part of his 
"Army of the Ohio" 
to help Grant out at
Shiloh. After that battle, he 
ordered one of his army com­
manders, Ormsby Mitchel, to 
strike south from Middle Ten­
nessee into North Alabama.

The target for Federal op­
erations in North Alabama was 
originally the Memphis and 
Charleston Railroad. This line 
was one of the vital supply ar­
teries for the South, connecting 
east and west with north and 
south within the Confederacy. 
It was also vital to an invad­
ing Yankee army if it was go­
ing to eat. So General Mitchel 
plunged southward.

In early April of 1862, 
Mitchel's army marched from 
Fayetteville, Tennessee and 
stormed into Huntsville, Ala-

I Pruitt

bama. He captured the railway 
station, the roundhouse, loco­
motives, rolling stock, Confed­
erate soldiers on leave, a fledg­
ling foundry, and anything 
else in town he wanted. Once 
Huntsville was secure he sent 
elements west to take Decatur 
and east as far as Bridgeport.

Now the focus of operations 
shifted. Mitchel believed that 
given enough men he could 
take Chattanooga, Tennessee. 
Whoever controlled Chatta­
nooga would control East Ten­
nessee, but even more impor­
tant, the door to Atlanta would 
be open. Buell thought it was 
a good idea. Buell's superior, 
Halleck thought it was a good 
idea. The War Department

Sammy Pruitt
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Ismail: emtspruitt@aol.com
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thought it was a good idea as 
well and started clamoring for 
action.

Buell marched the rest of 
his army from Mississippi 
through Tuscumbia, Florence, 
and eventually headquartered 
in Huntsville, Alabama. Before 
it was over, Buell had assem­
bled some 55,000 men and had 
more in Iuka, Mississippi if he 
needed them.

All he had to do was keep 
the rail lines open, the bridges 
repaired, stockpile supplies 
at Stevenson, Alabama, and it 
was on to Chattanooga. Then 
disaster struck.

Buell's captured prize, the 
Memphis ana Charleston Rail­
road, was fast becoming a mill 
stone around his neck. To keep 
his army going, he needed 
some 300 tons of food and for­
age daily. Assuming he had 
the necessary engines and roll­
ing stock, this would be a tall 
order for the railroad even in 
peacetime.

But this was war, and di­
saster for Don Carlos Buell had 
two names: John Hunt Morgan 
and Nathan Bedford Forrest.

The Rebel raider Morgan 
had been causing general hav­
oc up in Kentucky, but now 
he dipped down into West 
Tennessee destroying tunnels, 
burning bridges, and tearing 
up track; effectively blocking 
Buell's supply line to Louis­
ville, Kentucky. But, the lines 
to Nashville, Tennessee were 
still open.

Enter Forrest.
While Morgan might be 

causing general havoc, it 
would be Forrest who would 
play sheer hell with the Yan­
kees in Middle Tennessee and 
North Alabama. Not content—

“The most dangerous way 
to sleep is with your feet 

on your office desk.”

Dan McKitrick, Huntsville—— — - 

with just destroying sections 
of the railroad, Forrest would 
capture garrisoned towns full 
of Yankees. He would supply 
his men with Yankee guns and 
cannon, and feed them Yankee 
food. What he couldn't use he 
would burn. He would attack 
repair parties, trains, and even 
the sawmills pressed into ser­
vice by the Federals.

Now Buell was bogged 
down. His demoralized army 
was spread all over Middle 
Tennessee and North Alabama 
guarding the railroad. There 
would be no march on Chatta­
nooga that year.

Forrest was no stranger to 
the area that Buell was trying 
to operate in. He was born in 
Chapel Hill, a small town in 
Middle Tennessee. He was also 
familiar with North Alabama. 
Earlier in the year, in February, 
he had spent a three week fur­
lough in Huntsville, Alabama.

Several companies of his 
best men had been recruited 
from Huntsville and Madison 
County. Men like Captain D.C. 
Kelley, a Methodist preacher 
who could preach the gospel 
and fight Yankees with equal
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fervor. There was also another 
lad that Forrest had his eye on, 
young Frank Gurley. Gurley 
hailed from the small town, not 
far from Huntsville that bore 
the name of his ancestors who 
had settled in the area. Forrest 
had mentioned Gurley in some 
of his earlier reports, comment­
ing on his courage and intelli­
gence in battle.

It had been a busy year for 
these men, but now some thing 
was up. You could feel it in the 
late summer heat.

The Confederate armies 
began to stir everywhere. Like 
hungry animals on the prowl, 
they moved out looking for 
Federals to feed on. In the east, 
Bobby Lee's Army of Northern 
Virginia would find and crush 
Pope's Union Army at the Sec­
ond Battle of Bull Run, then 
head north into Maryland. In 
the west, Rebel Generals Van 
Dorn and Price would harass 
Grant and attempt to retake 
Corinth, Mississippi. That left 
the middle.

While Morgan and Forrest 
tied down Buell's Union Army 
in North Alabama and Middle 
Tennessee, Confederate Gen-
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eral Braxton Bragg consoli­
dated his Army or Tennessee 
and crept northward. Crossing 
the Tennessee River at Chatta­
nooga, he embarked on what 
would be his invasion of Ken­
tucky.

These momentous events 
would of course affect the 
lives of thousands of individu­
als, North and South. For the 
young Frank B. Gurley, Bragg's 
invasion of Kentucky would 
trigger a series of circumstanc­
es that would bring untold 
misery into his life.

As Bragg's Rebel Army 
cautiously crept northward 
through East Tennessee, Buell 
was inundated with alarming 
reports from his scouts. Fear­
ful that Bragg might be mov­
ing on Nashville, Buell began 
moving his army out of North 
Alabama, consolidating it and 
keeping it between Nashville 
and the Confederate army. 
Buell was to move his head­
quarters from Huntsville to 
Decherd, Tennessee, where he 
could keep a closer watch on 
the unfolding events.

As the Union army moved 
north, one of Buell's brigade 
commanders, General Robert 
Latimer McCook, was also on 
the move. McCook was one of 
the 17 fighting McCooks from 
Ohio. His father, his uncle, 
nine other brothers, and nu­
merous cousins were to serve 
the Union cause, either in the 
army or the navy. McCook 
didn't know it yet, but he had 
an unfortunate date with Desti­
ny. In this case Destiny's name 
was Frank B. Gurley.

Gurley had been detailed 
by Forrest to recruit from

“The answer to this last 
question will determine 

whether you are drunk or 
not. Was Mickey Mouse a 

cat or a dog?”

Police to potential drunk after 
pulling him over 

North Alabama additional men 
for what was eventually to be­
come the 4th Alabama Cavalry. 
Operating under the collec­
tive noses of the enemy, Gur­
ley had succeeded in raising a 
company of stalwarts. Meeting 
up with another company of 
fresh recruits near New Mar­
ket, Alabama, Gurley and his 
men headed out to find Forrest. 
As fate would have it, he also 
found General McCook.

While following Buell's ear­
lier advance along the Mem­
phis and Charleston Railroad, 
General Robert McCook had 
taken ill and was confined to 
an ambulance. McCook, in his 
ambulance and ___________  
Xh escort' was ^COMPUTER PROBLEMS’^
scouting in the 
New Market area 
on his way to 
Decherd. When 
his party stum­
bled into Gur­
ley's party, all 
hell broke loose.

Upon see­
ing Yankee sol­
diers, Gurley 
ordered his men 
to charge. To the 
outnumbered 
Yankees it must

FIGHT 
CRIME!
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have been a fearsome sight as 
this rough crew of horsemen 
rode them down. Gurley's re­
cruits hadn't had time to be 
properly outfitted and were 
dressed in a motley assortment 
of homespun civilian clothes 
and armed with shotguns, pis­
tols, and whatever else they 
brought from home. In truth, 
they looked more like common 
outlaws than Confederate sol­
diers.

The Union horsemen broke 
and ran, being hotly pursued 
by the Rebels. As Gurley rode 
after the escort he passed the 
ambulance. Glancing over, he 
saw a figure in Yankee blue
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whipping the horses to a high­
er speed. Gurley fired at the 
figure as he passed it. Robert 
McCook fell, mortally wound­
ed in the abdomen.

When Gurley returned from 
the chase, he discovered whom 
he had shot. The Confederates 
took the mortally wounded of­
ficer to a nearby farmhouse so 
that he might be more comfort­
able. Gurley spent some time 
talking to the man before he 
died the next day. Apparently, 
McCook believed Gurley and 
his men to be legitimate sol­
diers for he never said anything 
to the contrary before he died. 
Unfortunately for Gurley, the 
North didn't see it that way.

The word that got back to 
the Federal officials was that 
McCook's men were attacked 
by a band of ruthless guerril­
las. Furthermore, Robert Lat­
imer McCook had been cru­
elly murdered while he lay in 
the captured ambulance bed. 
Now a different kind of hell 
broke loose as outraged Union 
soldiers scoured the country­
side looking for Gurley and his 
men. The farmhouse that had 
given General McCook com­
fort while he lay dying was 
burned to the ground. A Reb­
el lieutenant on furlough was 
found and shot. Old men and 
boys for miles around were ar­
rested. The Yankees had blood 
in their eyes.

While it was true that For­
rest had given Gurley a com­
mission to raise troops, techni­
cally it was illegal since under 
Confederate law only Jeff Da­
vis could grant that authority. 
In reality Gurley was acting as 
a Confederate soldier doing his 
duty as he saw it in a country 
at war.

Gurley was commissioned 
as Captain, Company C, 4th 
(Russell's) Alabama Cavalry 
later that year and went on to 
ride with and fight many more 
battles for General Forrest.

After the fighting at Chick­
amauga, illness and exhaus­

tion forced him to go home 
on leave. At this time Madi­
son County was again under 
Federal occupation and on the 
Yankee books Gurley was still 
an outlaw-at-large.

In October of 1863, Gur­
ley was arrested at his home. 
Jailed in Huntsville, then Nash­
ville, he was found guilty of 
murder on January 11, 1864, 
and sentenced to hang by the 
neck until dead. When Con­
federate authorities got wind 
of this they threatened to hang 
Yankee prisoners in retaliation. 
This probably had a bearing on 
the fact that his execution date 
was continually postponed. In 
January of 1865, apparently by 
mistake, he was exchanged. 
After the close of the war, Gur­
ley returned to his Madison 
County home to try to pick up 
the pieces and start a new life. 
But it was not yet to be.

A nationwide manhunt was 
launched late in 1865 to find the 
"murderer" of Robert McCook. 
Now, Frank Gurley found him­
self once again to be a fugi­
tive from Yankee justice. Once
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again he was arrested at his 
home and once again he was 
scheduled for a date with the 
hangman's noose. Strangely, 
two days later the proceedings 
were postponed by none other 
than Andrew Johnson. Living 
in jail, not knowing if each day 
was to be his last, Gurley was 
finally released in April of 1866.

His ordeal finally over, 
Gurley at last was able to get 
on with his life. Every year he 
would host reunions for his 
old regiment at his Madison 
County home. He became a re­
spected farmer and pillar of the 
community, always ready to 
assist his friends and neighbors 
endure the ordeal of Union Re­
construction.

Frank Gurley was probably 
the only man in Madison Coun­
ty history to have his exploits 
recognized by two American 
presidents. President Jeffer­
son Davis honored him for his 
faithful actions in the service 
of the Confederacy. Andrew 
Johnson, president of the Unit­
ed States, pardoned him for the 
very same actions.

iR.
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Keeping
Clean

by Tillman Hill

In the early years it was not as 
easy to keep clean as it is now. You 
had to heat your water and put it 
in a number 3 wash tub to take a 
bath. The men and boys could go 
to the barber shop and take a bath. 
There, a bath cost a nickel and 
then they went up to a dime. But 
the women had to use the number 
3 wash tub.

It was not uncommon for 
someone to have lice, bedbugs or 
the "seven-year itch". A health 
nurse would come to school and 
check everybody's head. If you 
had lice you went home and got 
rid of them.

We never had lice or bedbugs. 
I will never forget my mother each 
morning as she made up the beds, 
pulling the ticking down on the 
edges of the mattress and looking 
for bedbugs.

Today, I never go to a zoo 
and see a mother monkey pick up 
her little monkey and start look­
ing in his fur for fleas, that I don't 
think about how my mother used 
to grab me every time I got close 
enough for her to grab me and 

look my head over to make sure I 
did not have lice.

I said my family never had 
lice or bed bugs but we all had 
the seven-year itch. One time in 
particular I remember my mother 
had us to rub down in sulfur and 
grease.

A few years earlier, my uncle 
had gotten killed in an accident at 
Lowe Mill. He had 3 kids and one 
of the teenage girls had come to 
live with us. She could be hell on 
wheels sometimes.

Back to the seven-year itch. 
My mother had just gotten us 
all cured with sulfur and grease 
when my cousin threw a mad 
fit and went to stay with some 
friends of ours over on Lincoln 
Avenue. Unfortunately, they had 
the "itch" and my cousin brought 
it back to us.

The process you went through 
to get rid of it is well remembered. 
You had to wash all your clothes 
and the bed sheets. Then every­
body took a hot bath and rubbed 
down in sulfur and grease.

This one particular time, it 
was in cold winter. One by one 
the water was heated and put in 
the number 3 wash tub. After one 
of us would take a bath, the tub 
was taken to the back yard and 
dumped. More water was heated 
and one more of us would take a 
bath and be rubbed down in sul­

fur and grease. My daddy was the 
last to take a bath.

As I said it was very cold so 
we took our baths in front of the 
wood cook stove in the kitchen. 
We had the most beautiful cook 
stove I have ever seen. It was 
white porcelain with a big warm­
er on top and a water reservoir on 
the end. It had a shiny chrome rail 
in the front of it. We cooked on it 
up to the 1950s.

When we moved from Barrell 
Street to Meridian Street we got 
an electric stove. I don't remem­
ber what happened to the wood 
cook stove but I would give any­
thing to have it today. I can close 
my eyes and still see every detail 
about that stove.

Well, back to my daddy get­
ting rid of the itch. My daddy was 
built just like I am. He had a big 
chest, big shoulders, good arms 
but a skinny butt. He was stand­
ing up in the tub drying off with 
a towel, bent over and bumped 
his butt on that beautiful chrome 
rail on the front of the stove. He 
started to holler and scream and 
everybody ran into the kitchen. 
There he stood, buck naked and 
very mad. Needless to say he 
gave my cousin hell for bringing 
the seven-year itch to our home.

Many years later, we had 
many a laugh over the incidents 
of that day.
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The Fame of 
Aunt Eunice

by Billy Joe Cooley

It all started when a gas 
station overcharged me 
three cents for gasoline one 
Friday afternoon. I asked 
the station manager why 
the pump automatically 
clicked on three cents, even 
though I hadn't started 
pumping the gas yet.

"Don't worry," he said. 
"It's in the nozzle."

"There's no more in your 
nozzle than there is in any­
body else's nozzle," I re­
plied. He ignored me.

I was a reporter for the 
old Huntsville News, our 
morning paper, and had 
met, just a few days earlier, 
an inspector in the city's 
Weights and Measures De­
partment, the outfit that 
oversees gas stations. His 
name was Pep Morgan. 
I went to my office and

In 1908 most women 
washed their hair once a 

month, and used Borax or 
egg yolks for shampoo. 

phoned him, giving him the 
above information.

Mr. Pep Morgan met me 
at my office and we went 
together to the gas station 
in question. He took mea­
suring equipment from his 
car and, while the gas sta­
tion manager stared scorn­
fully at me, the station got 
a thorough inspection. Sev­
eral things were wrong at 
the station, so Mr. Morgan 
ordered the station closed 
"until you have all new hos­
es and nozzles installed on 
all eight of your pumps." 
That would take all week­
end.

As we turned to leave, 
Mr. Morgan saw a dozen 
country hams hanging on a 
halltree. He observed that 
the station wasn't licensed 
to sell hams, so he confiscat­
ed them and we delivered 
them to a small restaurant 
on Andrew Jackson Way. 
He introduced me to his 
friend, Eunice Merrell, who 
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owned the establishment, 
The Country Kitchen.

We became friends and 
she told me that she had op­
erated the place for years, 
opening at 4 in the morn­
ing and closing at 10 o'clock 
at night. I thought it was a 
shame that she had to work 
so hard, doing most of her 
own cooking. I called my 
old folksy radio pal Grady 
Reeves, who had in re­
cent years become an early
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morning television celeb­
rity on Channel 19. He was 
already acquainted with 
"Aunt Eunice," as he called 
her, and he agreed with me 
that such a nice lady need­
ed more business.

Grady and I started giv­
ing her daily plugs in our 
respective mediums. When 
famous personalities or 
their agents would call the 
newspaper or television sta­
tion seeking publicity inter­
views, we would ask them 
to meet us at Eunice's Res­
taurant, where we would 
conduct such interviews. 
Then we would give the in­
terviews prominent display 
and make sure Eunice's 
Restaurant got plenty of ex­
posure.

Before long a lot of peo­
ple started coming to her 
restaurant in hopes of run­
ning into famous people.

Politicians, both local 
and national, frequented 
the place. I made sure they 
all got prominent mention 
in my regular columns. 
And I would mix regular 
customers' names in among 
the celebrities. Grady did 
the same.

One of the celebrities 
was U.S. Sen. Howell He­
flin. He later said "She is 
such a sweet and popular 
lady, Billy Joe, why don't 
you write up a big story on 
her and I will read it into 
The Congressional Record."

I did and he did.
Another of her friends 

and regular customers was 
Tommy Battle, who owned 
Britling Buffet, a popu­
lar buffet at the corner of 
Governors Drive and the 
Parkway. He paid to have 

several copies of the Con­
gressional Record framed 
and hung around town, one 
was on her restaurant wall.

Soon she started her 
daily closings at 6 in the af­
ternoon, then at two, and 
finally at noon. Her spe­
cialty became breakfast, as 
opposed to the full menu of 
the past, although she con­
tinued to offer a full service 
menu on request.

I was out of town and 
didn't get to attend her fu­
neral services, but she was 
on my mind. I saw on the 
news coverage that Sen. He­
flin attended, as did many 
other celebrities who had 
benefited by being around 
her.

Jane Pauly once 
national TV special 
on her place and it 
ran several times. 
I introduced the 
great writer Lewis 
Grizzard to her 
kitchen, as well as 
comic Jerry Glower, 
gospel legends Wal­
ly Fowler and Cal­
vin Newton. TV's 
Willard Scott made 
a big to-do over her 
place on his national 
weather cast.

There were far 
too many celebri­
ties to mention here 
- soap opera favor­
ites, movie stars, 
politicians from 
across the nation. It 
was in Eunice's that 
our crowd met Alas­
ka Sen. Ted Stevens 
(who was guest of 
heroic Admiral Jer­
emiah Denton, him­
self a U.S. Senator 

from Alabama). There were 
many, many more.

For years I continued to 
receive phone calls from 
friends across the nation, 
including adventurer Kevin 
Streit of Las Vegas, a Gris­
som grad who grew up on 
Eunice's breakfasts. One of 
the first things they always 
asked - "How is Eunice do­
ing?"

And I remember how 
Drs. Bryce and Dolly Davis 
brought their future astro­
naut daughter, Jan, there 
every day for her morning 
nourishment.

The list has to stop some­
place, so this is it. So long, 
Eunice. We all loved you.

Editors Note: We miss you 
too, Billy Joe.did a
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Town
News 
in 1923
Only victim Remaining 
is Mrs. Greaves
Mrs. C. T. Greaves, of Dal­

las, Tx., one of the most seri­
ously injured in the wreck of 
the Southern passenger train 
near Scottsboro last week, is 
still at the Huntsville infirma­
ry, where she was taken imme­
diately following the accident. 
Mrs. Greaves is, however, re­
ported to be doing well. She 
is the only one of the several 
brought here who have not re­
turned to their homes.

They Saw the World
Two boys, Lonnie Jones, age 

16 and Warren Sanders, age 
14 will be held in Huntsville 
for the arrival of their parents 
this week. They said they lived 
near Scottsboro and were taken 
in charge by Chief Hackworth. 
Their parents had telephoned 
the chief to notify him that the 
boys had traveled to Hunts­
ville, after telling them that 
they "wanted to see the world." 
They were without money and 
seemed quite ready to return 
home after seeing enough of 
the world and its hardness.

Machine Boy injured
While riding his Dicycle on 

Walker Street Sunday, How­
ard Larkin, a small boy, was 
run into and knocked from his 
wheel by an automobile driven 
by Henry Thomas. Young Lar­
kin was jolted but not seriously 
injured.

“Only a fool argues with 
a cook, skunk or mule.”

Johnny Johnston

Huntsville Invention
Messrs. James McGill and 

Lee Guy have perfected a new 
automobile light for which 
they intend to apply for a pat­
ent. The light will contain a 
revolving fan on one end and 
colored lights on the other, the 
lights being generated from a 
dry battery and being operated 
by the car. The gentlemen have 
tried out their light with com­
plete success.

Street Cars Halted by 
Molasses Lake
Whether because of an ac­

cident or an attempted joke, 
street cars on 17th Street be- 
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tween Second and Third Ave­
nues were unable to make their 
schedules for an hour or two 
yesterday because of a veri­
table lake of molasses on the 
right of way in that section.

The sticky substance had 
to be shoveled up and placed 
in carts and a liberal supply of 
sand placed on the tracks be­
fore traffic could be resumed. 
A reward of $500 is being of­
fered for the apprehension of 
the party who placed the mo­
lasses on the track. If caught 
and the act found to have been 
committed as a joke, the joker 
will be prosecuted.
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Email shaversbks@comcast.net

Top 10 Books of Local &

1. The Wondrous McCrarys: 200
Years on a Madison County Farm by

2. The Sword of Bushwhacker John­
ston - back in stock! edited by Charles

$20Rice

price)
4. Growing up in the Rocket City:

5. 7867 Civil War Map of Huntsville
(with historic points of interest)
$4.95
6. Remembering Margaret Mitchell
by Huntsvillian Lucille Thompson Love
$18

8. Huntsville Entertains - History
& Recipes by Historic Huntsville

$12Foundation
9. Tornado Valley by Shelly Miller
$14.95
10. Dear Sister - Civil War Letters to
a Sister in Alabama by Frank Anderson

$14.95Chappell

Uptown Shopping In Downtown Huntsv

Open Daily 10-5 Sunday 1-5
Located in the historic three-story, 23,000 square-foot Lombardo

building and featuring over 80 dealers

Shaver’
Regional Interest

Joseph Jones $12.95

3. Historic Huntsville: (2002 (edition)
by Elise Hopkins Stephens $18 (new

A Baby Boomer s Guide (over
200 Photos/illustrations) by Tommy
Towery $15

7. True Tales of Old Madison County -
back in stock - by Pat Jones $7.95

Railroad Station Antiques - (256) 533-6550
Shaver’s Books - (256) 533-7364

mailto:shaversbks@comcast.net

