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A Huntsville Family Business -
50 Years and Going Strong

In 1980, OI' Heidelberg moved to University Drive in between the former
Fogcutter Restaurant and the Steak & Ale. We remained there until 1989 when we
moved to the present location on University Drive near Madison Square Mall and
Research Park. People thought we were crazy for moving that far away.
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In 1928 our great-grandfather, D.A. Lewter, and our grandfather,
J.M. Lewter, started the family business in a small store on Washington
Street. They believed in offering fair prices, treating each customer with
special respect and hiring great employees.

We are the fourth generation, proudly carrying on the same tradition.

While our prices have gone up slightly and we have a few more
employees, we still provide the same quality service our fore-fathers

insisted on. We are the same family, doing the same business in the same
location. Stop by and visit with us.

A Hardware Store....
The Way You Remember Them

222 Washington St - 539-5777

f




50 Years and
Going Strong

by Sonja Schrader

In the spring of 1962, in
Wichita, Kansas, | went on a
blind date with a man named
Dieter Schrader. Turns out, he
had seen me before, and ar-
ranged for us to go out for cof-
fee —chaperoned of course. By
December that year, we were
married.

I was born in Byron, Okla-
homa. It was a farming com-
munity of only a few houses and
a single unit school building
housing all 12 grades together
which formed a square sur-
rounding the only real local
entertainment—a basketball
court. My Great Grandparents
were full blooded German.
They were in the 'Oklahoma
Run'—farmers all their lives.
From them, 1 learned to make
sauerkraut and speak a little
German. The kraut was made
the hard old-fashioned way in
wood barrels. The German |
learned are words & phrases |
probably should not repeat.

My family moved to Conway
Springs, KS, another small town

“We don't like their sound, |
and guitar music is on
the way out.”

Decca Recording Co.
rejecting the Beatles in 1962

of mainly German descent. It
was after moving to Wichita,
KS when | shared that cup of
coffee, in the nation's original
Pizza Hut, with Mr. Schrader.

Dieter, a structural building
engineer, was in Kansas work-
ing on the construction of the
Titan Il missile bases. While he
was in the U.S. Army, he met
a German butcher with whom
he shared the idea of opening
a German deli some day. So in
1963, we headed to Huntsville
to make it happen.

With a $3000 loan from Diet-
er's German mother, Charlotte,
and his stepfather Jack Jones
and a $3000 investment from the
butcher, the Bavaria Delicates-
sen was created in the Heart of
Huntsville Mall. (Today, $3000
dollars couldn't even buy a
kitchen stovel!)

We opened with eight tables,
a lot of shelving for items from
Germany, and a deli case to hold
European meats and cheeses.
Well, the butcher just couldn't
get the metric conversation sys-
tem down. It confused him so
much that everything was full
of "way too much salt." So, he
said goodbye and headed back
home to New Jersey.

Charlotte, Dieter's mother,
taught me how to prepare the
German core staples like red
cabbage, potato salad and tradi-
tional specialties such as Sauer-
braten and Schweinebraten. She
was responsible for bringing the

L. Thomas Ryan, Jr.
Attorney At Law

2319 Market Place, Suite B

Huntsville, Alabama 35801

Telephone
(256) 533-1103

Fax
(256) 533-9711

ESTATE PLANNING, LIVING TRUSTS,

WILLS, PROBATE

“"No Representation is made that the quality of the legal services to be performed is greater than the quality of
legal services performed by other lawyers."
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Old Huntsville, Inc. (USPS #8510)
716 East Clinton Ave.
Huntsville, Al 35801

(256) 534-0502
Email - oldhuntsville@knology.net
Internet Home Page
www.oldhuntsville.com

Publisher - Cathey Carney

Advertising - (256) 534-0502
Sales & Mrktg. - Cathey Carney
Editor - Cheryl Tribble
Gen. Manager - Ron Eyestone
Copy Boy - Tom Carney (in
memory)

“Old Huntsville” magazine is
a monthly publication. Annual
subscriptions are $25 per year.
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above address.

All material contained within is copyright
2014 and may not be reproduced or copied in
any form without written permission of the
publisher. Old Huntsville, Inc. assumes no
responsibility for unsolicited manuscripts
or content ofsolicited articles..

Did you inherit it? Collect it?
We can organize it, Price it &
Sell it for you.

Life Estates,
Personal Property,
Real Estate,
Downsizing,
Relocation,
Business Closings,
Divorce, Asset
Reduction


mailto:oldhuntsville@knology.net
http://www.oldhuntsville.com
mailto:patj83@hotmail.com

Old Huntsville Page 4

first German gummi bears to
Huntsville by making contact
with a company in Germany
that set up a relationship with
an importer in New York to
bring them in.

The restaurant was doing
well and it didn't take a long
time for the demand for table
service to become greater than
that of takeout. So, we increased
the table space and decreased
carry-out items. One year later,
we decided to open the Ba-
varia Restaurant downtown on
Washington Street next to the
old Martin Theater. The loca-
tion was the old Ready Bakery.
It had a beautiful high vaulted
oval ceiling with recessed light-
ing. It had been a working bak-
ery so the back part was three
times as large as the front.

Marvin, Huntsville's famous,
sweet, homeless pushcart per-
sonality washed dishes for us
one time for two whole days
in that back area. | always con-
tinued to give him a sandwich
every time he came around after
that. We started in that back
kitchen with used refrigerators

and two old white noncom-
mercial electric stoves from the
junk store.

But, we got lucky. We found
a German cook who was new
to Huntsville; she was able to
prepare some very good qual-
ity German fare with what little
equipment we had to work
with.

Dieter and 1 worked together
in the restaurant, in the Kitchen
and in the front of the house —1
mean really worked! Some-
times the tomatoes flew across
the Kkitchen (and not into the
food) if you know what | mean!
As a reward for all the hard
work we did, we traveled well,
mostly in Western Europe,
when we had the time. Later,
we would always try to take our
children with us. That is how
they learned new and different
foods.

Evening news is where
they begin with
“Good Evening” and
then proceed to tell you
why it isn’t.

e-mail: mjailor@looseendsbymj.com

Do you need to settle an Estate?
Downsizing to a smaller house?
Cleaning out your garage or attic?
Organizing and running your Estate Sale?
Don’t have enough to run a sale? Let us add it to another sale!
Let us clean out-pack up-sell off or donate your items!
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Mary Jim Ailor
256-658-2718.

WELCOME TO AUTHENTIC THAI CUISINE AT

O3 THAI GARDEN

DINE IN OR CARRYOUT
All Fresh Meats & Vegetables
No MSG - No Preservatives Used

Mon - Fri - Lunch 1l am - 2 pm
Dinner 4:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Sat - Dinner only 4:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Closed Sundays

800 Wellman Avenue
(In Historic Five Points)

(256) 534-0122

AIR CONDITIONING &
HEATING UNITS
PLUMBING
ELECTRICAL
ENERGY AUDITS


mailto:mjailor@looseendsbymj.com
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Huntsville Hospital Weight Loss Services can help you get on the right track.

- Wellness Center: Get fit with the help of exercise physiologists, personal
trainers and dietitians.

» Center for Medical Weight Loss: This medically supervised program uses a
full meal replacement plan that transitions to self-prepared “everyday” meals.

« Center for Surgical Weight Loss: If you have a BMI of 35 or above, surgical
weight loss can be an option for you.

Call (256) 265-8888 to see which plan is right for you.

ZZZT7Weight Loss Services

huntsvillehospital. org
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One night, the famous
composer Montevanni was in
Huntsville for a performance.
He and some people came in
the restaurant for a late dinner
afterwards and | was serving
them. | mentioned to Monte-
vanni that Dieter and | had
just seen his show at the posh
Fountainbleu Hotel in Miami
Beach the previous weekend.
He looked at me funny, | don't
think he believed me —but, it
was true. Dr. Werner von Braun
and his wife would spend their
special celebrations (birthdays
& anniversaries) dining at the
Bavaria. | still have a menu he
signed for us in 1963.

In 1965, we got a "wild hair"
to open a wig business in the
old Huntsville Times building
downtown. We started with
four sample wigs and took
orders with a deposit of five
dollars down for each. The la-
dies lined up at the door and
thus our new venture, "The
Wig Room,"” was under way.
The Mall at University and the
Parkway was being built at the
time. We leased a small space
for "The Wig Room" there and
we were very successful. It was
a lot of fun.

Dieter had wanted to go to
law school and the success of
the business was able to provide
the funds. He commuted to
Cumberland School of Law in
Birmingham where they called
him "The Commuter” and he
finished in three years.

Those were the days of "The
Carriage Inn" - THE place to
dine and dance to live music in
Huntsville. We had our date
night there every weekend, In
fact, we were there the night
before our daughter Aunia was
born. We had reservations on
the New Year's Eve that our son
Vaun was born. We didn't make
the reservation that December

31,1969, but Dieter showed up
at the Inn later with free cigars
for all.

Jump to 1972. We sell the wig
business and go back into the
restaurant world. We opened
Ol' Heidelberg Kitchen. (Now
known as OI' Heidelberg.) It
was the first of its kind in a mall
setting. It was a lovely, quaint
place with its blue and white
checkerboard table cloths and a
real fireplace. It was the begin-
ning of alcohol sales and the
choices were slim. Three to four
wines were available, (can you
say "Lancer's Rose," "Mateus,"
and "Zeller Schwartz-Katz?")

Some of the reds went into
the refrigerator, if that tells you
how much we knew about wine.
Liquor was only sold in little
airline miniature bottles. Like
the first gummi bear, we sold
Huntsville's first Schnitzel —for
the price of $2.35!

Some of our employees who

started working over 40 years
ago are still with us. Luisa Lan-
zillo was "fresh off the boat"
from lItaly. She spoke no Eng-
lish, started as the dishwasher,
advanced to line cook as her
English improved and eventu-
ally became our main cook for
many, many years. She still

Terese Stevens, L.M.T.
AL License #992

256 337.6989

Swedish
Neuromuscular

Deep Tissue
Gift Certificates for all Occasions

IN BUSINESS FOR 14 YEARS!

InterSouth

properties

“Leasing and Managing Huntsville’'s Premier Office Buildings"

* Highland Office Park, Phases 1 & 2

Phone (256) 830-9160
Fax (256) 430-0881

* Park West Center I ®
* University Square Business Center (

* 8215 Madison Blvd.

Visit us at www.intersouth-properties.com

Guns &

\V/1

J.C. Vaughn
President

Tackle Shop, Inc

Huge gun
selection

1650 Jordan Lane
Huntsville, Al 35816
(256)8304)761

Guns > Buy - Sell - Trade - Consignment - Repair

Holsters - Knives - Ammo « Reloading Supplies


http://www.intersouth-properties.com

works part-time today. For 35
years Luisa worked closely with
Claudine who was from France.
They often had their own little
personal Italian/French Revolu-
tions with each other. One time,
they did not speak to each other,
except on business matters, for
three months.

My brother, Gary Jack, the
man who can repair, reinvent
and do anything needed to
keep the restaurants going, still
works with us today. He has
always said | would work him 8
days a week if there were 8 days.

Our daughter Aunia started
working when she was 10 years
old. She ran the old fashioned
cash register but had to stand on
a milk crate because she was so
small. The personal contact with
the customers cured her shyness
problem real fast.

Our son, Vaun, started work-
ing as a busboy. We could
never find him. He was always
running around the mall some-
where. So | told him | was
going to have to fire him. His
reply was, "I'll just go apply for
unemployment compensation.”

|
ALPHA ESTATE SALES & AUCTIONS

He was nine at that time! Later,
when he was 14 and working
with Luisa one day, she said, "I
can't find Vaun anywhere." So, |
looked and found him out back,
sitting on a box peeling potatoes
without a shirt on, sunning him-
self and drinking a beer no less!

My dear mother, Ruth Bond,
worked for our businesses for 40
years as our office manager. She
called me early one morning —
frantic—saying that she found
the chef drunk and passed out
on the office desk after a private
party he had the night before in
the restaurant.

AND —Dieter. When Dieter
would work at night as the food
expediter, his rule was "no con-
versation allowed." So, Elaine,
who has been our head server
for the last 30 years, had to re-

“You know it's going to
be a rotten day when your

wife says ‘Good Morning,
Bill’, and your name ~

is Ted.”

Ted

EST. 1983
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It’'s Time for Summer

Grilling!
Vermont Castings
just Arrived!

FINEST QUALITY GRIL|

Grills

LS

FINEST QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHIP

Proudly made In Vermont

SOUTHERN HOME & HEARTH

2611 University Drive

NW

Huntsville AL 35816
256-534-1715/256-534-8199

www.southernhomeandhearth.com

We Do Layaways

Let us help you liquidate or appraise your personal property including antiques,
collectibles, fine art, furniturejewelry, china, porcelain and more

www.alphaestatesales.com

Visit our Website for Upcoming Sales

Bob Baker, HSCA, Owner
Gary Lee Knight, Owner/Manager

Experience, Professionalism and
Excellence is our Motto.

Facebook

1


http://www.southernhomeandhearth.com
http://www.alphaestatesales.com
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sort to flashcards to communi-
cate with him. There was always
something interesting going on
and never a dull moment.

In 1980 OI' Heidelberg
moved to University Drive in
between the former Fogcutter
Restaurant and the Steak & Ale.
We remained there until 1989
when we moved to the present
location on University Drive
near Madison Square Mall and
Research Park. People thought
we were crazy for moving
that far away. The customer
response was fantastic though,
and look at the area now.

Huntsville grew in all direc-
tions and, after the tornado of
'89, we eventually decided to
open Cafe Berlin so that our
customers on the south end did
not have such a drive. It was
the first full service restaurant
to enter the new shopping and
dining market along Airport
Road. People lined up out the
door and it was a huge success.

Aunia moved back to Hunts-
ville that same year after college
to help us open the business and
in 1992 Vaun returned from the
New England Culinary Institute
of Vermont to help develop
our next restaurant, Tortellini,
specializing in Italian fare. Tor-

Hero World

tellini became the property of
Auniawho brought it up to new
heights of food and service.

Vaun was a wonderful chef
with "million dollar taste buds,"
and in 1993 he developed the
whole menu for his true passion
in his new restaurant Sante Fe
Grille on Airport Road. | would
truly say he was ten years ahead
of his time in regards to culinary
talent and creativity. In 2000,
Aunia and her husband Tom
Chapman opened Chefs Table,
Huntsville's first tapas dining
establishment until 2009.

Like as in life, we start with
the best, and the best still re-
mains in the end, but there's a
lot of life in between... We start-
ed with the best of German with
OlI' Heidelberg and Cafe Berlin.
We went from ltalian at Tortel-
lini and Luciano to fabulous
French fare at Cafe Paris; from
gourmet southwestern at Sante
Fe Grille, to premium steaks at
Prime; from international tapas
at Chefs Table to BBQ "before

It takes glass one
million years to decom-
pose, which means it
never wears out and can
be recycled an infinite
number of times.

Collectibles

come visit us in the Limestone Flea Market

Located on Highway 72 between Athens and Huntsville

We have assorted TShirts, Purses, Wallets, Beltbuckles,
Caps, lots of SEC merchandise! Barbie Dolls, some rare.

Come

see us!

Father's Day in June - come
see us for that perfect SEC

Gift!

God Bless you and yours!

£

it's time" at High Noon Saloon.
We've had some great food and
great times—but the originals
still remain.

Cafe Berlin, unlike OI' Hei-
delberg, is more of a small Eu-
ropean bistro where you will

Marathon
Painting

Services including:

*Exteirior & Interior
painting

*Woodworking
*Deck Cleaning
*Gutter Repair
*Pressure Washing
*Handyman Services
*Roofing
*Dooirs
*Drywall
*Siding
*Window Cleaning

(256) 326-8053
JOHN M. BZDELL

Free Estimates * References upon
Request * Licensed & Insured



always be able to get the tried
and true German favorites but
also new additions with an em-
phasis on fresh seafood, salads,
and international specialties.
We're keeping it modern with a
new look and decor, new menu,
wine bar and patio. Nights and
brunches feature classy live jazz
dining with the piano and vari-
ous talented musicians.

OI' Heidelberg is still more
of an old fashioned German
restaurant that owes much of
its success to the credit of Luisa,
Barbara, Melanie, Claudine,
Mary, Elaine, Ruth and oth-
ers for the constant, continued
loyalty to our customers over
the years. It is home to a third
generation of guests.

It's great to see people who
were children, bring in their
children. We hope this trend
continues. Thank you for your
loyalty as we will always strive

to live up to our motto: "Basic
Good Food, Good Service, Rea-
sonable Prices, In a Friendly
Courteous Atmosphere."

| want to say about this jour-
ney....

In working with your family
members, it's a work in prog-
ress. You're "close to the fire" so
to speak. But, it was wonderful,
and still is, to be able to still like
and love someone you spent a
great deal of time with. Itis a
wonderful miracle.

I am so blessed to have had
this life to be able to work, fight,
and kiss & make-up with those
we love and have loved.

I miss so much my mother
Ruth, my husband Dieter, and
my son Vaun, who are gone, but
by no means forgotten.

What a road trip.

50 years and still going!

Don Broome Studios
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| am an artist who has a complete frame shop in
my home. | can help you pick just the right mats
and framing for your work. No overhead means

yOou save.

7446 Clubfield Cir
Huntsville, Al 35802

256-880-3497

Call for an appointment

256-656-1457
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CITY COUNCIL NEWS

IN 1911

The city council held
an interesting meeting last
night and passed several or-
dinances that are of interest
to the general public.

- Mayor Smith stated that
on the advice of John Wesley,
a paving expert, the entire
cost of the paving will be
passed on to the property
owners. The paving ordi-
nance was changed effective
immediately.

- An ordinance was also
passed providing for the
grading of the extension of
Locust Street, laying the street
with concrete gutters, stone
curbs and granitoid side-
walks.

- Permission was granted
the owners of the little frame
building on Washington
Street, occupied by the Da-
vis Tin Shop, for roofing the
building with tin.

- The members of the Fire
Department will be allowed
vacation for the summer.

- The Hospital Association
stated that an annex is being
erected to the city hospital
and permission was asked for
the right to remove this new
structure when the lease of
the association runs out. This
was granted.

- By a vote of the council,
water meters will be placed
on the pipe furnishing water
to the livery stables.

- The street committee rec-
ommended widening Cruse
Alley. They agree it is cur-
rently too narrow.

- An ordinance to prevent
the use of screen or colored
glass in the fronts of soft
drink stands was adopted. A
violation of the ordinance car-
ries with it not less than $10
nor more than $100.

- The matter of employing
a milk and meat inspector
was referred to a committee
composed of Adams, Oldfield
and Wall. It will be consid-
ered because it is needed.

- It was reported that sev-
eral bids were received for the
rental of the city’s south half
of the unused part of Maple
Hill cemetery. The city's rent-
al on same was placed at $80.

- A number of protests
were read from property
owners against the assess-
ment for paving on Madison
Street.

The protest were filed but
the assessments were sus-
tained.

and Crematory
Homes, Inc.

Family owned and operated
since 1919

(256) 536-6654

Valley View Cemetery

open with 100 acres reserved
for future development

1256) 534-8361

JtS

| awrens

809 MADISON STREET
HUNTSVILLE, ALABAMA 35801

BRIDAL REGISTRY

China, Crystal, Silver, Pewter, Table
Linen, Cookware.
Decorative Accessories, Invitations and
Announcements, Lenox China & Crystal,
Fine Linens & Cottons For Bed & Bath.



All Children LOVE Art

V

As many of you know,
I do framing in my home.
On several occasions | have
had a mother or grand-
mother bring their young
one with them when they
have one of their drawings
framed. One memory in
particular will stay with
me always.

Grandmother brought
her 8 year old grandson to
have his artwork framed.
The painting was done
iIn a summer class at the
Huntsville Art League.
1 he young man wasn t very
happy about being there.
I insisted that he help me
select the right mat and
showed him how I cut it.

As | mounted the mat on
his picture, his expression
changed from complete
boredom to a realization
that he was good. It was
really amazing to see him
eagerly pick a frame and
watch closely as | cut the
frame and glass.

As the picture emerged
complete, his attitude com-
pletely changed and I'm
positive he still enjoys ere-

Albert Einstein was
offered the Presidency
of Israel in 1952, but he

declined.

ating art with a new found
confidence.

ITf you have a young
child in your life, give him
or her the opportunity to
be creative. Art classes are
available at various places
including Huntsville Art
League.

This article will allow
you to bring your young
one with you and have his
or her art framed at little
or no cost. Please limit the
size to less than 11”7 x 14

Don Broome Studios
256.880.3497
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Sometimes you get, and
sometimes you get got.

Mmhed

VvV PHOTOCOPY
A Digital Printing Center

Everything we do for You
has a Personal Touch

Flyers & Brochures
Business Cards
Document Scanning
Signs & Banners
Printing & Bindery
Custom Design

Direct Mail

Letterhead

Promotional Items

" Wedding invitations, etc.

(256) 539-2973

www.alliedphotocopy.com

1821 University Dr.
Just west of Church St.

Hours 7:30 am - 5:30 pm M-F
Closed Sat & Sun

Allied Digital Printing

PO Box 71
Huntsville, Al 35804 >
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Fresh Vegetables are HERE!
All Amish Produce Arriving NOW

Amish Tomatoes here in Mid-June
Bill Mullins Honey

ASK ABOUT OUR CANNING CLASSES

STARTING IN JUNE - YOU CAN HAVE

FRESII VEGETABLES ALL YEAR AND
WE LL SHOW YOU HOW!

256-533-5667

Open Mon-Sat 8am - 6pm; Sunday 8am - 5pm

Located at the SE corner of Governors & Memorial Parkway


http://www.alliedphotocopy.com
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STORIES HERE
AND THERE

Dallas Mill Residents try to
Keep Man from Murdering
His Wife

(From 1904 newspaper)

Jim Burks, a citizen of Dal-
las Mills, was arrested and
lodged in jail today on a
charge of attempting to mur-
der his wife. The assault on
the woman was committed
yesterday and complaint
was made by neighbors this
morning. Tney had a hard
time keeping him from mur-
dering her.

The arrest was made by
Deputy Ernie Miller, who had
a difficult time getting the
prisoner to jail. Burks resisted
fiercely and had to be carried
away bodily.

The prisoner is supposed
to be demented. His friends
and his unnatural actions,
appear to bear out the claims.
He was injured in a saw mill
accident some years ago and
his relatives say he has never
been right since then. The
people of the community in
which he lives consider him
dangerous, but they have
been unwilling to place him
in an asylum.

Since his arrest, however,
application will be made to
have the prisoner placed in
the Bryce Asylum at Tusca-
loosa and he will be kept in
jail until taken to that place.

Escoe Henley's Very
Embarrassing Incident
This event happened to me
in 1934 when | was about 14
or 15 years old. | remember

it was a Saturday morning.
After collecting on my paper
route and paying my bill, |
was on the way home by way
of Clinton Street downtown.

| spotted my good friend
Arnold Jacks and several
other guys. They seemed to
be having a really great time
so | asked them what they
were doing. They explained
to me that they were playing a
game called "Grab". Each one
would put a pocket knife or
other valuable in an old straw
hat that one of them was car-
rying. Then the one conduct-
ing the game would take the
hat with all its contents and
run back into the alley.

All the valuables were put
into a pile with the hat on top,
covering up all the prizes.
At the count of three, the hat
would be lifted and all of us
would grab and whatever
each put his hands on was his
for keeps. So | added my knife
to the pot and the boy took off
into the alley.

In a few minutes he called
us and we went back to huddle
around the pile, with the hat
on top. My plan was to grab
the knife that Arnold had won
for selling the most subscrip-
tions to the Huntsville Times.

At the count of three the
hat was lifted and my hand
shot out like a lightning strike

Jfl

and a grabbed a hand full of
something warm, brown and
gooey.

In those days, some people
in town had been allowed
to keep a cow which was
always grazing in the alley.
| had been hoodwinked, but
good.

Now there’s another
four-letter word
associated with

moving and storage.

Easy.

PODS is a whole new way to
move and store that's a lot less
stressful and a lot more conve-
nient. With PODS, you can take
your time moving or storing your
belongings. We deliver a POD
right to your door, you pack it
at your own pace and we deliver
it anywhere coast to coast or to
our dry and secure warehouse.
It's that simple.

Consider it moving and stor-
age on your own terms, without
the time-constraints, deadlines

or cursing.

1-888-776-PODS

www.PODS.com

Free Attorney Consultation for
The Law Firm of

MITCHELL HOWIE

Legal Services - Probate - Estate Planning - Wills

256-533-2400

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed Is greater than the quality of legal

services performed by other lawyers.


http://www.PODS.com
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IT’S OLE DAD’S

x

We at Old Dad'’s are so Proud
to have Served You for 19 Years
with Many More to Come!

1,2 & 3 # Specials Grilled Cheese Chili Cheese Fries
Includes Pork or Turkey, Grilled Turkey & Chicken Fingers
Slaw, Sides Cheese BLT

Buns & Sauce Grilled Ham & Cheese Much More!

“Its Cooked In The Pit""

256-828-8777 or 256-828-8778

14163 Highway 231/431 North, Hazel Green

Next door to Family Dollar! Health Rating 97 Don’t Forget The
Rosemary Leatherwood, Owner ¢ Debit & Credit Card Accepted Homemade Hushpuppies
Hours: Tuesday-Friday 10:00 a.m. - 8:00 P.M.; Saturday 10:00 am. - 7:00 pm.  Tartar Sauce Available

Happy
Fathers Day
to all the
Great Dads
out there.
- We Love
you!

BILLY LEATHERWOOD, SR. BILLY RICHARDSON
(BILL’S DAD) (ROSEMARY’S DAD)
(BILLY LEATHERWOOD, SR, YOUR DAUGHTERS LOVE YOU
PASSED AWAY IN 1998) AND CAN'T WAIT TO CELEBRATE
FATHER’S DAY WITH YOU.
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Merrimack
Memories

by Neivman Ward

When | was recently in
Massachusetts visiting my

granddaughter and great
grandsons | became inter-
ested in "Merrimack" and

how the word and location
had so much influence on
me when | was growing up
in Huntsville. The history of
that northern "Merrimack” is
intimately tied to the "Mer-
rimack” we know as a part
of Huntsville. My grand-
daughter lives directly on
the banks of the Merrimack
River and the main street
through town is Merrimac
Street. | felt as if | had come
full girder. According to a
Massachusetts historian,
"Merrimack” means "salm-
on" in what used to be the lo-
cal Indian language.

That suggests the Merri-
mack River, which is still an
important waterway in both
New Hampshire and Mas-
sachusetts, must have been
full of fish. From that origin
the name Merrimack (often
spelled "Merrimac"), which
has a pleasant, melodious
sound, must have been both
common and popular be-
cause it has been adopted
by so many places and busi-
nesses.

“Every time | start think-
ing about how | look, | just
find a pub with a Happy
Hour and by the time |
leave, | look just fine.”

Betty Gentle, Athens

In  Newburyport, MA,
Merrimac and Merrimack
have phone book listings
for 30 separate businesses.
In Haverill there are 45 list-
ings. In Boston | found 10.
And both names are com-
mon throughout Northeast-
ern Massachusetts.

A section of the Merri-
mack River was selected as
having enough water power
to operate cotton mills. In
1822 the Merrimack Manu-
facturing Company built the
first cotton mill on the river
and nine others quickly fol-
lowed suit.

The town of
Lowvell built
up around
the mills and
became the
world's larg-
est producer
of textiles,
which helped
transform the
United States
into an indus-
trial nation
rather than an
agricultural
based society.

By World
War | the mills
began to close.

Foreign competition and la-
bor strikes took their toll. At
the end of WW Il only three
mills were operating, and
today there are none. In the
last 50 years Massachusetts
lost 90% of its textile jobs.

To compete the mill own-
ers moved to the South,
where labor was cheaper and
strikes were unlikely. Our
Huntsville Merrimack Mill
and Village was built in 1899
and operated until 1989, and
was demolished in 1991. The
City bought the mill's land
for $1.1 million and now

Center for Hearing, LLC

7531 S. Memorial Parkway Suite C

Huntsville, Al 35802

Phone (256) 489-7700

* Free Hearing Tests and Consultations

« Zero down financing with low payments

e Competitive pricing

« Service and repair of all brands and makes of aids
« Hearing aid batteries

* Appointments - Monday thru Friday from (8:00 am

Maurice Gant, BC-HIS
Board Certified Hearing
Instrument Specialist

until 5:00 pm) and Saturday upon request

00508041



plans 10 soccer fields. The
Mills were dismantled brick-
by-brick and sold as memen-
tos.

While it lasted the Mer-
rimack Mill seemed like a
great place to be. It provided
steady, dependable jobs, a
wonderful school (Joe Brad-
ley High), an indoor sports
court, churches, movies,
streetcars, then buses. An
M.D., Dentist and Registered
Nurses gave free care to em-
ployees and families.

The house rent was really
cheap, only $4.00 a month
with free water. And just
thinking about Merrimack
brings back many memo-
ries about some wonderful
people; Professor DuBose,
all our great school teachers,
neighbors, just everybody.

We were friends with the
bus and streetcar operators;
Mr. Rodgers, Mr. Bradford,
Mr. Peter Sharp. We even
had a horticulturist, Mr.

Byrne to beautify the village.

As a young man | lived
with my wife's family at
246 "A" Street in Merrimack
and our son Fred was born
there. My wife Bess' father,
W.T. Church, was known by
everyone in Merrimack Vil-
lage. He was the Mill's gate-
keeper for many years, took
tickets at the theatre (which
showed movies three nights
a week in the school audito-
rium), was the song leader
at his church and, with Ed
Gray, formed the village po-
lice force. Mr. Church was
always happy, smiling, and
a pleasure to be around.

Such times, such places,
and such people are unlikely
to be seen again. Alas.

When there are two
conflicting versions of
a story, the wise course
is to believe the one in
which people appear at

their worst.
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West Station
Antigues

Come visit us in
Owens Cross Roads at the
Historic Hornbuckle Garage

on old Hwy 431.

Phone (256) 725-BOOK (2665)

Books - Paper Items
Postcards - Linens - Quilts
Pottery - China - Glassware

Sterling Silver - Jewelry
Furniture

Visit us at our website:
www.gibsonbooks.com

3037 Old Highway 431
Owens Cross Roads 35763

256-725-BOOK (2665)

New Hours: Thurs - Sat 10-5
Sun -1 -5

thifft Still

Sltlornejj 31 3totu

* Social Security Disability * Personal Injury
* Workers Compensation

Helping You Is Not A Job - Its Our Mission”

929 Merchants Walk

Huntsville, Al

(256) 534-4502 Office
(256) 534-4503 Fax
(256)233-3328(Athens)

No representation is made that the quality of legal services to be performed
is greater lhan the quality of legal services performed by other lawyers.


http://www.gibsonbooks.com
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TIPS
FROM
LIZ

- Ifyou're feeling queasy, suck
on a piece of lemon. Rinse out
afterwards, though, lemon juice
can eat into tooth enamel.

- A long to-do list can create
undue stress. Keep your lists
short and mark them off as you
complete each task.

- Summer is here and many
of us will be gardening. To make
thatjob a lot easier on your back,
many people swear by those Ra-
dio Flyers, the little red wagons.
They come in different sizes,
some with rails around them, roll
easily and can carry soil, mulch,
your plants - all at once. | had a
wheelbarrow that | used to use
but if heavy it was unwieldy and
a bit hard on the back. | found
my wagon at Lewters - they'll re-
mind you of the "good ol' days!"

- If you suffer from migraine
headaches, you need to avoid
the following foods: Cheddar
cheese, herring, chocolate, sour
cream, nuts, lima beans, figs,
raisins, sourdough bread and
anything pickled, marinated or
fermented.

- If you're trying to kick the
habit of visiting your fridge for
snacks every night after supper,
try this. Turn off the kitchen
light, block the door and tell
yourself the kitchen is "closed"
for the night.

- To diminish age spots, use
fresh pineapple juice. Make sure
your skin is clean and oil-free,
dip a cotton ball in the juice and
place on the spot for 20 minutes.
Rinse with tepid water. Do this
every day for a week.

- People who sweat profusely
during a workout are generally
more healthy than people who
don't.

- Meat and poultry dishes

prepared in the following ways
are high in fat: Stroganoff, Wel-
lington, Cordon Bleu, Salisbury
and Parmesan.

- For men only - to help pre-
vent prostate problems and
increase vigor - add a handful
of raw pumpkin seeds to your
diet once a day. Raw or roasted
sesame seeds are good - 2 table-
spoons a day.

- Ants are very fond of sugar
and often become a great nui-
sance in the bakery. One of the
common remedies is to set the
legs of the tables in cans of wa-
ter. Another method is to soak a
sponge with a thin syrup, which
attracts the ants, then put the
sponge in water.

- Sunday shoes can be shined
economically by rubbing them
with leftover biscuits.

- Use chilled milk in your pie
crusts instead of water and they
will brown much better.

“The way to hold a
husband is to keep him a
little jealous. The way to
lose him is to keep him a

little more jealous.”

H. L. Mencken

- To cut the smell of cooking
broccoli or cabbage, add a piece
of red pepper or stale bread to
the pot.

- A soft cloth moistened with
sour milk may be used to clean
piano keys. Wipe each key with
a soft, dry cloth after cleaning.

- To freshen a felt hat that has
become soiled, rub the entire sur-
face lightly with fine sandpaper
to avoid a spotted appearance.

Neals
Pressure
Washing

WE CLEANIT ALL!
Painting
Home Repair
256-603-4731

Licensed & Insured

Proud Member of
the BBB

\

256.533.5620

2318 MEMORIAL PKWY. SW

www.leesmagictunnel.com Z


http://www.leesmagictunnel.com

THE JOHN DEERE MAN

by Michele Smith and
Wanda Patterson Smith

R. W. "Pat" Patterson started working for
John Deere in 1939, when he was fifteen years
old. His job was the feeding and watering of
the mules that were traded in on equipment.
At the time, the dealership was Matkin Hopper
Hardware on the square in Huntsville, Ala-
bama. Twenty-one farmer stockholders bought
the store in 1941, changed the name to Farmer's
Tractor and moved to Gallatin Street. In addi-
tion to feeding the mules, Pat ran errands and
helped with assembly until 1943 when he joined
the Army. He fought in World War Il and was
discharged in March 1946. When he returned,
he went back to work for John Deere helping in
assembly, then working as a mechanic, until he
started working in the parts department in 1947.
After ten years he became the parts manager at
Farmer's Tractor Company and remained there
until 1972.

Thatyear Pat left Farmer's Tractor Company
and with the help of his brother Bill, he opened
his own John Deere dealership, Patterson Trac-
tor Company, in Fayetteville, TN. He ran Pat-
terson Tractor Company until 1976, selling his
dealership to Hedden Tractor. The nextyear he
opened Patterson Power and Equipment, selling
Case tractors, but he closed in 1979 deciding
that his heart wasn't in to selling anything other
than John Deere. He then took up a position in
sales with Hedden Tractor Company, until he
retired in 1989 at the age of 65.

After a couple of years Pat decided he was
too young for retirement, and
was offered a sales position with
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He has observed tractors and equipment be-
come more efficient as technology has grown; and
now tractors are comfortable and air-conditioned,
as well as larger and faster.

Pat has made many friends during his seventy-
three years at John Deere, selling tractors to gen-
erations of farmers. On April 27, 2014, Pat turned
ninety years old, and he is still as passionate about
John Deere as he was seventy-five years ago.

If his health would permit him, he would still
be selling John Deere today.

Agri-City Tractor in Athens, Ala- HEART O I: D I X I E

bama which later became part of

Tri-Green. He worked there earn- Po pCorn & Su PP Iy

ing commission on outside sales

until he became sick in 2010. e~ Fun Food Equipment & Supplies

continued to work part-time until
he retired, for a second time, at
the age of eighty-eight.

Pat can still remember which

We also carry equipment & supplies for Sno Cones, Shaved Ice,
Nachos, Chips & Cheese, Cotton Candy, Funnel Cakes, Lemonade,
Candy Apples, Hot Dogs, Deep Fryers, and Much, Much More!

tractors customers bought years Visit our showroom for the largest array of

ago and he still remembers many

equipment and supplies in the South.

of the part numbers. He has been Perfect for Little League baseball - football games - basket-

selling John Deere almost his ball games -

whole life, and has seen the many

concerts - festivals - carnivals. Free delivery!!

changes that tractors and equip-  Toll Free (877)828-3270 - Local (256) 828-3270 - Fax (256) 828-4393

ment have gone through over the
years. He remembers when trac-
tors had hard seats and no cabs.

191 Darwin Road - Huntsville 35811
www.heartofdixiepopcorn.com


http://www.heartofdixiepopcorn.com
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Heard On
the Street

by Cathey Carney

Congratulations to the win-
ner for our Photo of the Month in
April. The little girl of course was
Judy Smith (hubby M.D. Smith)
and Bobby Smith (no relation)
was the winner. | asked Bobby
if he knew Judy and he said she s
the one who made M.D. famous!
Bobby is a retired policeman - he
worked from 1958 -1998. He has
written a book called "Honor Be-
hind the Badge" that sounds real-
ly good. Congratulations, Bobby.

Speaking of Judy and M.D.
Smith, they are celebrating their
53rd wedding anniversary on
June 8 and after 8 kids they still
aren't slowing down! Congratu-
lations to you two lovebirds.

Now to the rose. As you know
| hid a long-stemmed rose some-
where in the May issue in honor
of Mother's Day. Well | thought
I had hidden it really well but I
received over 350 calls - most of
them correct! It was on page 43, in
the Hospice Family Care ad. Our
winner for May was Janet Corl,
of Huntsville. Janet is that hard
worker in Dining Services at Red-
stone Village Retirement commu-
nity. She has been there 6 years
and told me that Mother's Day
was also her birthday! Congratu-
lations to you Janet!

Well this month, in honor of

Father's day, | have hidden a very
tiny golf club. | expect NO calls
because | have hidden it Really
well. But if you think you see it,
be the first correct caller and you
get a free subscription to "Old
Huntsville."

If you are driving down An-
drew Jackson just north of Mullins
Restaurant and see some activity
in front of A New Leash on Life
store, it's Matthew Yeager and his
all-natural products that he sells.
Creams, scrubs, salves - he makes
it all and they all smell so good!
Check him out.

Special hello to Dave & Libby
Irwin of Brownsboro. They love
the history of North Alabama and
probably have some good stories
to tell us.

Ken and Diane Owens will be
celebrating their 44th anniversary
June 13 - Ken is the writer who
wrote that great feature story in
May issue about Chuck Owens, a
WWII vet who was also my Dad.
So that makes Ken my brother!
Very proud of them.

John Bzdell told me that once
a month he and his sweetie Mar-

A Health Food Store

with More!

Massage * Reflexology * Clinical Herbalist

Known for Knowledge & Service that set us

apart. Locally owned; serving Huntsville for

nearly 50 years!

7540-P South Memorial Pkwy
Rosie’s Shopping Center
Huntsville, AL

ruthsnutrition.com & on Facebook!

Open 9:30-5:30 M-F, 9:30-2:30 Sat.

256.883.41 27

garet host his 4 year old grandson
Gavin Luthy on Saturday nights.
Early Sunday mornings Gavin
will walk through Old Town with
John and he insists on placing the
Sunday paper he finds in the yards
at each neighbor's front door! So
if you find your Sunday paper on
your porch and live downtown,
chances are it was put there by a
very helpful four-year old.

We were so sorry to hear of the
death of Jean Turnmeyer. She
and her husband General George
Turnmeyer played a major roll
in the formation of Redstone Vil-
lage. You rarely saw Jean without
a huge smile on her face and she
and General Turnmeyer were de-
voted to each other for 65 years.
Our deepest sympathy goes out
to her husband George, her son
Lt. Col. Robert Turnmeyer of Vir-
ginia, grandson Edward and great
granddaughter Zoe of Virgina, as
well as sister Mary Ellen of Cali-
fornia. She is very much missed.

Alison Kraus and Willie
Nelson performed last month in
Nashville at Fontanel Amphithe-
ater, an open air arena that used
to belong to Barbara Mandrell,
and the concert was PACKED.
Both Alison and Willie rocked the
crowds. Anyway | stayed at the
Preston Hotel in Nashville and

The first person to correctly
identify the youngster below wins
a full one-year subscription to “Old

Huntsville” magazine.

Call (256) 534-0502

Hint: This little auy has been one
of five in the public eye for many
years.


ruthsnutrition.com

you wouldn't believe who Sam
Keith and | met in the bar/restau-
rant there. Barbara Haynie used
to live in Huntsville and owned
the Gold Rush lounge that was lo-
cated in the old mall on Universi-
ty and Parkway called The Mall. |
know many of you will remember
her. She has not changed a bit and
works now at the Preston Hotel.
She hasn't been back to Hunts-
ville in a while but plans to visit to
see all the changes that have hap-
Eened since she had her business
ere 20 years ago!

Carl Morring was a name that
most everyone in Huntsville had
heard. He was an Air Force vet
in WWII and became an attor-
ney in 1947. The rest of this en-
tire column could be filled with
his accomplishments, but what
gave him the most joy was the
endless volunteer work he did for
the National Society for Crippled
Children & Adults, becoming
President of the Alabama chapter
in 1950. He also worked tireless-
ly for Easter Seals. Mr. Morring
passed away in late April and he
leaves daughter Susan Morring
Cope (Ronald); Carl A. Morring,
111 (Pamela); and Melissa Mor-
ring Climer (George). He was an
amazing man who lived life to
give back to others.

So glad that Rosemary Leath-
erwood, of Ole Dad's BBQ, is
doing well after having surgery
recently. She and her sweet hus-
band Bill celebrated their 37th
wedding anniversary onJune 1. In
addition, it's the 19th anniversary
of their business. June is a huge
month for you two.

As you know our Postal work-
ers help to stamp out hunger with

their annual Letter Carrier's Food
Drive. They give us bags to fill
with non-perishable items and
pick them up in a few days. So in
addition to walking through the
heat with our mail, they also lug
heavy bags of food one day a year
to help hungry families. They
did this in early May and makes
me think even more of the postal
workers than | did before. Thank
you so much for your hard work.

Karen Maroon has some pretty
good longevity genes. Her Mom
had a birthday May 14 and turned
96. Helen Miller is her Mom and
lives a few miles north of Kansas
City. Her passions are the Kansas
City Royals and her family. Karen
and Dick Maroon live near down-
town and love it.

Happy Birthday Evan Troup!!
My handsome grandson lives in
Nashville and will be 11 so that
makes him nearly a teenager. He
has a June 25 birthday.

Buddy and Sandra Esslinger
of Gurley, AL are VERY proud
of their amazing granddaugh-
ter Leslie Knight. She graduated
from Auburn University with
a major in Aerospace Engineer-
ing and a minor in Nuclear Me-
chanics. So impressive and alot of
work on her part. Her mom is Te-
resa Goodman and dad is James
Knight.

I'm a little late on this but
good wishes are timeless. Aileen
Elledge wanted to wish her beau-
tiful sister a very happy birthday
in May. She loves Elaine McGin-
ness Marshall of Athens so much
and says that she (Aileen) is her
favorite sister!

Well, if you've driven by the
old East Clinton School lately
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you know that there is brand new
playground equipment there now
and kids are all over it every day.
Providence Classical School re-
located there a year ago and are
here to stay! The neighborhood
is a perfect fit with the school and
we're so glad they're here. The
school recently hosted a tour of
the renovated building as well as
a performance by the school chil-
dren that was raucous, funny and
very entertaining.

Have a wonderful June and
send special love to your Dads,
where ever they may be.

Blinds, Shutters, Drapery
Woven woods, Cellular &
Roman Shades & More

Your Total Window
Treatment Provider

Rand’s Blinds Inc,

Bus: (256) 650-0465
Aesthetically Pleasing

Interior Window Treatments
Visit us at:
www.randsblinds.com


http://www.randsblinds.com
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Beep

6 c. raw peanuts

1 c. sugar

3 T. butter

1-1/2 c. water

Combine all ingredients in

large saucepan. Boil together
over medium heat until all lig-
uid is gone, stirring to prevent
scorching. Put in large shallow
pan and sprinkle lightly with
salt. Bake 1 hour at 300°, stirring
every 15 minutes.

John Cole

1/2 Ib. flaked crabmeat

1T. milk

1 8-0z. pkg. softened cream
cheese

1/4 c. sour cream

1 T. lemonjuice

1 clove garlic, pressed

3 T. chopped green onions

Blend cream cheese and

sour cream til smooth. Stir in
remaining ingredients. Season
to taste and chill for a few hours.
Stir and serve with vegetables
or crackers.

Mary Ayers

Lgnn s Broccoli Salad

1 Ib. chopped broccoli

1 c. seedless red grapes,
halved

1/2 c. red onion, chopped

1/2 c. raw sunflower seeds,
hulled

12 slices bacon, cooked crisp
and crumbled

In a large bowl, mix all the

ingredients.

Dressing:

1 c. mayo

1/2 c. sugar

2 T. wine vinegar

Mix and chill dressing. Add

to other ingredients just before
serving.

Joyce Kendall

Squash Casserole

2 c. fresh squash

1 onion, chopped

1 pkg. Ritz crackers, crum-
bled

174 c. melted butter

1 c. grated cheese

2 eggs

1/2 c. milk

Salt & pepper to taste

Cook squash and onion un-

til tender. Drain and add eggs
and milk. Mix cheese,butter
and crackers. Add half to the

A HUNTSVILLE TRADITION SINCE 1S56

One Pound Family Pack

(for 4 People)

One Pound of BBQ Pork,
Pint Potato Salad
Half Pint Cole Slaw
Hot or Mild Sauce.

8 buns.

$19.00

3319 MEMORIAL PARKWAY S.W.
256-881-4851

Two Pound Family Pack

(for 8 People)

Two Pounds of BBQ Pork,
Two Pints Potato Salad,
One Pint Cole Slaw
Hot or Mild Sauce.

16 buns.

$36.00

Three Pound Family Pack

(for 12 People)
Three Pounds of BBQ Pork
Two Quarts Potato Salad,
One Quart Cole Slaw
Hot or Mild Sauce.
24 buns.

$52.00

8412 WHITESBURG DR. S.
256-882-0841



squash. Pour in buttered casse-
role and sprinkle with remain-
ing crumbs. Bake 30 minutes at
400°.

Bobby L. Cole

2 c. cooked chicken, diced

2 c. chopped celery

1/2 bunch green onion
chopped

1/2 c. chopped toasted al-
monds

1 can sliced water chestnuts
drained

1/ 2 t. Accent seasoning

172t salt

2 T. lemon juice

1 ¢c. mayonnaise

1/2 t. tarragon vinegar

1/2 c. grated sharp Cheddar
cheese

1 ¢. crushed potato chips

Combine all ingredients

except cheese and chips. Place
in greased casserole. Heat 30-45
minutes until hot and bubbly.
Sprinkle with cheese and top
with chips.

R. Gibson

C herrg Crunch

1/2 t. lemon juice

1 (1-layer) pkg. white cake
mix

1/2 c. chopped nuts

116-0z. can cherry pie filling

1 stick butter, melted

In a 9 inch square dish, put

cherry pie filling. Sprinkle with
lemon juice. Mix the cake mix,

The Historic

nuts and butter (will be lumpy)
and spoon this over the cherries.
Bake at 350 degrees for 45-50
minutes.

Charlotte Barkley

Soup Cream Banana
L/essert Oquares

1/2 c. butter

1/4 c. sugar

legg

1 8 0z. carton sour cream

11 vanilla extract

2 pkg. Martha White banana
nut muffin mix

Preheat oven to 350°. Grease
a 9x13 inch pan. Melt butter and
add to remaining ingredients.
Mix well and spread in pan.
Bake 20 to 25 minutes. Cool in
pan and drizzle with glaze.

Glaze: Combine 1 cup con-
fectioners sugar and 2 table-
spoons milk. Stir until smooth.
Drizzle over dessert.

Debbie Ivey

Southern Pecan Pie

1 c. sugar

374 c. white Karo syrup

1/2 c. butter

3 eggs

1/2 T. vanilla extract

1 c. pecans

Unbaked pie shell

Combine sugar, syrup, but-

ter, eggs and vanilla in large
mixing bowl. Beat well. Add
the pecans, fill shell and garnish
with pecans on top. Bake at 375
degrees for 45 minutes.

Lowry House

Make your Reservations
NOW FOR YOUR SPECIAL

EVENT IN A
BEAUTIFUL SETTING!

Call (256) 489-9200
FOR INFORMATION

1205 Kildare St.
Huntsville, Al 35801
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INBLOOM

Gifts - Cut Flowers
Plants & Accessories

Weddings - Parties

We deliver fresh
flowers locally
256-533-3050

Ron Cooper
Mark Kimbrough
504 Pratt Ave.
P]  Huntsville Al. 35801  pfa

c?

Restaurant With
The Trains!

975-E Airport Road

883-7656

Country Cooking
Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner
Mon. - Sat. 6:30 am - 9:00 pm

Closed Sundays
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Langston, Alabama -
A Special Place

Nestled between Sand Mountain
and the Tennessee River

by Hugh Michaels

In the beginning of time God created the heav-
ens and the earth and in a very special place on
earth he set aside a village to be called Langston.
God had a special plan for this place. He would
inhabit it with good people, his own chosen people.
People who would love and respect Him. People
who feared Him. These people would come from
many backgrounds and walks of life. They were
people looking for better things in life. Many were
explorers of the Tennessee River, who traveled
many miles by houseboat or riverboats. This ex-
ploration led them to this place. The boats carried
all of their belongings, farming implements, cattle,
and households. The word got around and back to
the places where they had left. Friends followed
friends and families stayed together. These people
would soon homestead the land and start a new
place of their life.

The beginning of Langston started around 1836
when all of the Indians were moved to the west. A
small village called Coffeetown sprang up and ac-
tually had a Post Office. The first Postmaster was
James Langston in 1845. Coffeetown faded away
when most of its residents left for Texas. Coffee-
town was located near South Sauta Creek on the
Marshall County line. This place died in 1869. It
was then that James Morgan sold fifteen acres in
town lots and Langston came into existence. The
people thought they would get a railroad up the
south side of the river but it was never built.

The first mail route was on the north side of the
river, from Bellefonte to Guntersville. It was done
by stagecoach. Later the route was changed to
cross at Larkins Landing via Coffeetown to Gun-
tersville. Mike Gilbreath was the first Postmaster
after the Civil War. He was followed by David
Langston, probably the namesake of Langston.
Other postmasters who served over the years
were Sam Rains, Silas Smith, Caleb Griggs, Claude
Jones, Miss Rose Wilhelm, J.A. Mitchell, Will Ev-
ans, Tom Hodge, Audrey Benson, Bonnie Richey,
Lilly Mae Gilbert, Gay Mallory and DeAnn Day.

Five physicians once lived in Langston. These
physicians were Dr. Wiley, Dr. Burnham, Dr.

“Artillery Brings Dignity to what would k
otherwise be just a Vulgar Brawl.”

Marine Bumpr Sticker

FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

Main Office
2401 Triana Bivd.
Huntsville, Al 35805
256-533-0541
Branch Office
200 West Side Sq., Suite 48!
Huntsville, Al 35801
256-536-0091
Office Hours:
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday
8:00 a.m. - Noon

WWW.ROCKETCITYFCU.ORG


http://WWW.ROCKETCITYFCU.ORG

Allen, Dr. Ma-
son and later Dr.
E.E. Breland.

Langston
was near the
great Indian
passage across
the Tennessee
River, near Pine
Island. The In-
dian village
of Coosada,

a small settle-

ment of Creeks

and Cherokees,

was established

about 1784 and

situated on the

south bank of

the Tennessee

River near Larkins Landing. Many Indi-
ans would pass through Coffeetown and
Langston on their route to Fort Payne.
Indians panned out gold, found in the
sand of the river and traded it to whites
for guns and knives.

Many soldiers, both Federal and Con-
federate, passed through this part of Jack-
son County during the Civil War. Several
skirmishes occurred along the south side
of the river.

The ways of life were crude for the
early residents. All of the land had to be
cleared of trees, etc., in order for the inhab-
itants to make a living. Most of the people
were farmers but there also were other
occupations such as doctors, merchants,
blacksmiths and teachers. Everyone who

“Having more money doesn’'t
make you happier. | have $50
million and I’'m just as happy now
as when | had $48 million.”

Arnold Schwarzenegger

Realty Co., Inc.
»

7500 memorial Pkwy. So. #122
Huntsville, al 35802

Bus. phone 256-883-6600
Fax 256-883-6650

STEVECAPPAERT@KNOLOGY- N-EG

Steve Cappaert

Broker -AMOCiite
[Cell 256-651-7517
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moved there quickly established themselves and became
a part of this special place. There was fertile land to plant
their crops. Creeks daunted the area and wildlife and fish
were abundant.

It became quickly an organized community and
stretched from the cane lined banks of the Tennessee River
to the foothills of Sand Mountain. A school house was
quickly erected and residents banded together in building
roads and bridges.

Larkins Landing was a popular trading place as people
could purchase their necessary goods from the boats which
traveled the Tennessee River. People from surrounding

Behind the
Red Caboose
on
Church Street

256.489.9300

We have entertainment! Check out the
schedule on our website www.leeanns.biz
as well as our Facebook page

* Private Conference Room

* Food served inside and on the Patio
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communities also utilized this
landing as their place of trading.
It was a very popular place since
it became the site for crossing the
river by ferry boat. The ferry at
Larkins Landing was the only
way of reaching the western
side of the river where the small
town of Scottsboro was quickly
establishing itself in history.

The early means of transpor-
tation were horseback, wagons
and buggies. There were few
cars in existence during the early
years.

The town had its own livery
stable, stores, jail (called ca-
boose!, school, Masonic Lodge,
churcnes and post office. It also
had a blacksmith shop and a
grist mill.

Country sheriffs were in ex-
istence at that time. The sheriffs
were a necessity in order for the
town to operate in an efficient
manner. Most of the problems
the sheriffs would face would
be controlling the very exuber-
ant, intoxicated revelers who
sometimes tried to take the
"law in their own hands." The
volunteer sheriffs would either
lock the drunks in the caboose or
transport them to the county jail
in Scottsboro. They received a
small amount of cash when they
carried the "trouble makers" to
the county jail.

There lias been only one
noteworthy event about turbu-
lence among its people. This
event actually did not happen in
Langston, but history indicates
that Langston got the credit. It
happened in Coffeetown at a
saloon where a drunken fight
erupted. Cas Webb was charged
with the murder of three Wil-
born brothers. He escaped but
was finally arrested and brought
back for trial. He was acquitted
on the plea of self-defense. He
later moved to Texas. Some-
times there was an occasional
"break-in" at some stores. When
the break-ins happened, blood-
hounds were brought in from
Scottsboro and they usually
tracked down the guilty parties.
On many occasions, the people

who did the break-ins were re-
peaters and the bloodhounds
guided in their direction.
People of Langston were
mostly trustworthy people.
Doors were never locked and
the only trouble that people
would have was from the "not
so hard-working" inhabitants
who thought stealing was eas-
ier than having to work for it.
People of Langston have
always oeen "caring people."
Sickness among families was
a time of caring for the entire
community. A sick person
was given the best from his
neighbors. Everyone shared in
sickness and death. Death was
a time of mourning for the en-

tire community. School would be
dismissed for the funeral. Farmers
would stop working in the fields
until after the funeral. In the early
years the church bells would toll to
tell the people someone had died.

Funerals lasted for hours.
Preachers would preach until ev-
eryone would be soaked in tears
and bereavement. A certain person
in the community could always be
depended on to prepare the burial

“A consultant is someone
who saves his client almost
enough money to pay his
fee.”

Arnold Glasgow
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(256) 539-9441
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grave. He would be assisted by other will-
ing people who felt this was their way of
helping the grieving family. Graves were
dug with picks and shovels and was a very
difficult task to perform. Sometimes graves
were dug during driving snowstorms and
sleet.

In the early years of Langston the school
teachers were usually people who were
crippled or had some physical problem that
prevented them from farming.

Langston would eventually have a
high school and very good teachers. An
education in the early days was not easy
to obtain. Although the school was a good
one, many people left Langston in order
to obtain a better quality of education.
The school would eventually be changed
to an elementary school due to the drop
in number of students. A bus route was
established and students were transported
to Scottsboro. The bus trips were long and
sometimes difficult. The trip began at day
break and ended in late evening. Buses
were crude and the roads were rocky, dusty
and muddy. School children endured the
hardships of breakdowns, cold feet and
dusty clothes. The trip was around 12
miles one way. Students were rarely able
to participate in extracurricular activities
because of transportation problems. Some
young people owercame the hardships af
being so far away from school and ex- 3
celled in their educational quest. It was
not an easy task. Several past residents of
Langston would carve a place in history
by becoming public officials of Jackson
County. Some of them were: Jim Benson
- Probate Judge; Henry Jones - Sheriff;
Mary Evelyn (Sis) Vaught - Tax Asses-
sor; and John Wallace - Road Commis-
sioner. Others established themselves
as wealthy and prosperous citizens and
contributed immensely to the develop-
ment of Jackson County and our nation.

Many stories have been told of
things that have happened in this place.
Some of the stories have been tainted or
perhaps distorted but remain as stories
that make this place special. One story
that has been told and is one which fas-
cinated everyone is the story of a grave
of a former resident. This person told
his family before he died that after his
death lightning would strike his grave
if there really was a hell. Lightning did
strike the grave and rocks were scattered
from around his tomb.

Another fascinating story was the
tale of Allen Pond. This pond of water

$3.39
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supposedly had no bottom. No one dared to get close
because of the danger of falling into a “bottomless pit."
Many rocks landed on the bottom of this pond by those
scared youngsters who believed the story. Today Allen
Pond is only a mud hole full of weeds with rocks resting
at the bottom.

Langston has had many young men to serve in the
armed forces of our nation. The young men served
bravely in World War I, World War Il and Korean War.
These young men were taken away from their homes
during the prime of their lives. They all represented us
well and we are all grateful.
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People were known by first names in Langston.
If you mentioned Lily Mae, Bonnie, Billy, "Blondie",
John Paul or Pete, everyone quickly recognized
who they were. It was Miss Allie, Miss Evelyn, Miss
Lerna, Mr. Tom or Ebby Lee. This name calling is
just another indication of the closeness of the com-
munity. Coupleswere known by Myrtle, Mary Belle
and Bud or Scott and Matt.

Langston has had many unusual characters as
citizens. One character who many old timers re-
member was "Stubby Bill" Godwin. Stubby lived on
Sand Mountain but would walk to Langston to buy
merchandise for his family. He supposedly owned
a team of oxen and steered them by an unusual
command. The oxen would move by his command.
He would say something like "wo, backa, shoat
and comma" and some other unprintable words.
His commands as he repeated them, fascinated the
kids. They followed him everywhere trying to get
him to repeat the commands. He never let them
down. Stubby was about five feet tall and carried a
huge sack on his back with his goods. He constantly
chewed tobacco and his long gray beard was stained
with tobacco juice.

Who could ever forget Lee Little. Lee was one
of a kind. He was generous, likable, kind and con-
siderate. He owned a school bus and the county
reimbursed him for transporting school children to
Scottsboro. This bus was used as a means of trans-
portation for everyone. A trip to Scottsboro every
Saturday was a ritual. The bus would be packed
with people who wanted to spend the day in tne "big
city”. Lee would charge a small fee and many people
would tell him, "I'll see you next week" and would
never pay for the ride. Lee was too kind to push the
issue. He ran a country store and provided many
hungry people with food which was never paid for.
The school bus was a popular item as Lee loved to
carry people to "all day singings" and events outside
of Langston. Lee was full of tales. One of his most
famous tales was the one he told about him getting
sick on a warship heading to Europe during WWI.
About half-way across the ocean, Lee got sick and the
captain of the ship turned it around and brought Lee
back to the U.S. Lee Little was loved by everyone
in Langston.

Mrs. Evelyn Thomas, formerly Evelyn
Patterson, was a person who gave much to
the community. She was the daughter of
a Methodist pastor who once preached in
Langston. She married a Langston boy and
lived her life serving her church and commu-
nity. "Miss Evelyn'*was truly a child of God
and was loved and respected by everyone.

There are many others who could be
mentioned as people who shared in mak-
ing Langston a special place. Some of the
families who helped form this community
and were responsible for its development
were: Moores, Wilborns, Stephens, Jones,
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Wilhelms, Myers, Michaels, Morgans, Whites,
Bensons, Vaughts, Campbells, Gilbreaths,
Pattersons, Gists, Stanfields, Fennells, Rains,
Griggs, Taylors, Davis, Brelands and many
others.

Langston had some very good athletes many
years ago. Some of them excelled in high school
sports. Most of the Jackson County High School
teams of the early '30s were made up of boys
from Langston. Langston also had some very
good baseball teams in the '30s . They were
feared by teams in the surrounding areas. A
baseball game on Saturday or Sunday evenings
was a special event and there were large boister-
ous crowds in attendance. There was usually a

Inspections performed
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Johnny Frazier, Inspector

Al License #HI-1047

Cell (256) 603-8430
Home (256) 534-0277



fight after the game if Langston
lost. They could lose the game
but still win the fight.

Saturday evenings in Langs-
ton were a time which everyone
enjoyed. People would crowd
the "downtown" area. They
referred to it as "going to town"
when speaking of shopping
in the store areas. Homemade
ice cream and lemonade were
popular on Saturday evenings.
There was little need for going
to Scottsboro to buy necessities
since they were provided by the
merchants of Langston.

Langston had its own ways
of entertaining its inhabitants.
Ice cream and pie suppers were
popular events in the summer.
They were held at the Methodist
Church. Pies were auctioned and
the money went to the church.
Baby beauty contests were also
held and the winner would be
whoever collected the most
money. House parties were also
very popular. There would be a
party somewhere almost every

Saturday night. Radios were rare
but those who had them would
share with their neighbors. Sat-
urday nights were special nights
since everyone loved to hear the
Grand Ole Opry.

The annual "Christmas Tree"
event was always popular. A
large cedar tree would be placed
in the middle of the church at
Christmas and people exchanged
gifts. Santa Claus would be there
and the church would be packed
with screaming kids and happy
parents.

All day singings were popu-
lar in the summer. The Method-
ist Church would be packed with
"Sacred Harp Singings." People
would come from miles away to
enjoy this special day. Everyone
brought food and it would be
literally spread on the ground
at dinner time for everyone to
enjoy. Wagons would surround
the church with people coming
from "Slab Town or HogJaw/1
It was another joyous and nappy
occasion.

"Reliance

ANK
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Watermelon season was an
exciting time for the young
boys. Perhaps the biggest sin
they committed in the summer
time was stealing a watermelon.
People were actually shot trying
to steal one. Usually the fanners
would shoot into the air and
this would be sufficient to scare
the "living daylights" out of the
youngsters.

Moonshiners were prevalent.
Whiskey stills were targets of the
local sheriff. The sheriffs would
spend long hours trying to catch
the moonshiners and eventu-
ally would either catch them
or destroy the stills. Somehow,
the local sheriffs provided the
protection needed for the law
abiding citizens.

“l don’t care how cold it is
out there, that dog is not
coming in the house!”

What you don’t hear anymore

|
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Cottonwas king in the early days. Langston had
its own cotton gin. It was an unusual operated gin
since it was operated by steam. Water was piped
into the gin through a pipe. The pipe stretched to
a spring almost a mile away. The gin tank, which
stored the water, was a popular swimming place
for young boys in the summer. Many vivid and
fond memories of the "gin tank™ are now shared
by the older men of Langston. It was a place of fun
and frolic.

Sawmills dotted the area and were another
means of income for the people. Logging was a
dangerous and hazardous job for those who worked
at this occupation.

Blacks (African-Americans) played a big role
in the early days. They were sharecroppers for the
landowners and were hard working,
honest and loyal residents. They had
their own school and church. Most of
the blacks were descendants of former
slaves. Simon and Minnie Johnson had
ten children and lived to be 100 years of
age. The blacks worked as farmers and
helped the landowners in many ways
in order to survive. They had a difficult
time and often lived in houses with less
than adequate facilities.

Long before the Civil War there
was a Methodist church located here.
Circuitriders would walk their rounds,
taking about two months to cover it.
The would preach nearly every day
and night. The Methodists have had
four houses; the first two were log
houses, one of them burned. The
third house was a framed build-
ing. The present one is made of
solid cement. It has had 130 min-
isters. The annual homecoming
is held here every fourth Sunday
in April.

A Presbyterian church was
also once located in Langston. The
first one was blown down when
a cyclone struck in 1907. Another
one was built but no longer is
in existence. Each church had

"preaching” once a month. The *
Methodist pastor, in recent his-

tory, served four churches (three *
in Marshall County, Haygood, *

Mount Moriah and Haneys Cha-
*

“l was taking my parakeet to
the vet. It got loose in the car
and flew out the window. The
last thing | saw was his rear
end and there was a crash.”

+ Business Learning Center

pel). Church revivals were something special.
Usually they would be held in July or August
and would last from one to two weeks. Services
would be held during both day and night and
could get very emotional. "Shouting” was not
unusual and this could stir the crowds. The ser-
vices could last from one to two hours. Revival
time was a time for soul searching for everyone.
It was a time when the entire community would
unite and everyone seemed to love each other just
a little bit more. Many people got their lives in
order and made peace with God at one of these
"old timey revivals.”

"Walking a girl" home from church was a
ritual years ago for the young folks. This occurred
after night services. Boys from Sand Mountain
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would occasionally walk a girl home and when
this happened, the local boys would actually
throw rocks at the outsiders in an effort to dis-
courage them from dating Langston girls. Even
when the outsiders stopped dating the girls, the
locals continued "rocking" just for fun. It was not
unusual for a boy to be "rocked" after escorting
a young lady home. This was a popular thing to
do in the summertime or when cotton boles were
available. Many boys were hit in the head by a
misguided flying missile. The throwers were sup-
posed to aim at the victims' feet, but this wasn't
always practiced, especially if someone had stolen
their girlfriend.

There are many other stories that could be
written about this place. Stories that make this
place a special place.

The story of Langston is one of spine-tingling,
band-playing and "stand up and cheer” stories.
People who once lived there revel in their past.
They realize that they too are part of a special
place. They remember their ancestors who trained
and guided them to become better people. Their
ancestors were part of God's plan for a special
place. God'sjplan worked although it was some-
times painful.

God still has a special feeling towards this
?lace. Somehowv it has survived the effects of the

VA project which built the Guntersville Dam in
1938 and destroyed this once prosperous town. It
forced those who lived within the TVA boundaries
to move. People were given very little for their
property. The building of the TVA dam, although
necessary for progress and development of North
Alabama and our nation, left a skeleton of what
was once a thriving town.

The river or "backwater" that almost wiped
out the town actually now provides another form
of beauty. You can travel for miles away from
Jackson County looking for nature's beauty but
you can't find a more ~beautiful drive than the
road that leads to Langston. It is nestled beneath
Sand Mountain and runs beside
the Tennessee River. The road is
actually covered in many places
with hovering trees. Especially
in the fall it affords a beautiful
scenery. This road, John B. Ben-
son Highway, is aptly named
after a former resident who be-
came one of its most successful
businessmen.

Good people still live in
Langston. They too, like their
forefathers, are special. Many
new residents now make this
place their home. They now
travel the same roads as the early
inhabitants. They now enjoy the
same peaceful surrounding and
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beauty of the Tennessee River and Sand Mountain.
They too now share in being a part of history.
Langston - A Special Place.

With special thanks from Hugh Michaels to
Danny & Karen Vandiverfor theirgenerous help
in preparing this article.
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Taking the
Keys Away

by Ted Roberts

They weren't there. The keys, |
mean. | always put them on the mantle.
Maybe the cat was the culprit. Her
favorite entertainment was clearing
the mantle - as she would put it if she
could talk.

"Pop, they're not there,"” said the
voice of my sweet daughter/key seek-
er. Also, now my landlord. Her voice
had the professional tone of my ex-
Army Master Sergeant. She repeated,
"They're NOT there.” She sounded
like the Sgt. when | hadn't finished
up KP - or Kitchen Police, as civilized
people called mess hall duty. My only
alternative given the conviction in her
voice and her stance - hands on hips,
face thrust forward - was to moan.

"Pop, you're through driving," said
the ex-Marine Drill Sergeant.

Remember, my jury had been my
passengers for forty years. | was the
captain of the ship, they were only
cargo who had no voice in naviga-
tion and propulsion. And now having
safely arrived at thousands of destina-
tions - over half a century -1 was being
court martialed.

| gasped. What did | do to deserve
this? | was a young 83 years. Been
driving for 68 years and never had a
moving collision. What gave me away
and brought on these dictates from
my family were a few notches, dents,
scrapings in the four corners of my ve-
hicles - where elderly, clumsy drivers
had parked beyond their allotted space
and forced me to squeeze in a space

“A free people ought not only be
armed and disciplined, but they
should have sufficient arms and
ammunition to maintain
independence from any who might
attempt to abuse them, including
their own government.”

George Washington, President

three inches shorter than the width of my car. No real

damage - a couple of busted rear lights. Stuff like that.

Nothing serious. And most damaging to the case of the

prosecution was the age of my car. Twelve years.

So in twelve years | had accumulated a few scrapes.

Big deal. If the car was three years old and it looked like

it had survived the Battle of the Bulge, well maybe they
had a case. But a few dings in twelve years were a tribute
to my eyesight and judgment.

"You're dangerous to yourself and others," shouted the
Sergeant, who was now reinforced by both brothers - my
sons - who you'd guess should be on my side. They were
dangerous, too. | remember when they confused brakes,
accelerators and clutches. | tremble to think of those days,
but I never hid the keys. | did put florescent signs on clutch,
brake pedal, acceleration and buy special insurance cover-
ing the entrance into grocery stores through the plate glass
window instead of the door. If there'd been any surplus
Army body armor on the market, I'd have bought it.

And now, this was the gang kicking me out of my car.
How many soccer matches, baseball games had | taxied
them to? How many dance lessons - in the dark of night,

Music by members of local bands who performed
during the ‘60s will be here!
Precious Few, Chasers, Continentals & The Tiks
Special guests will be the “Square One” band

Buy Tickets at Robbins Music and at the Elks Club



even? And they claimed my
night vision was defective! Me,
who could land my ten year old
Mercury on the flight deck of the
USS Ronald Reagan.

"Pop, it's for your own
good." That reminded me of
the old days when | banned
their third cheeseburger and
alcoholic beverage - "for your
own good".

Wonder where they hid the
keys? Obviously, the car was in-
nocent. I'd have to start parking
around the block and keeping
the keys in my pants pocket.

I'm young enough to take
out the garbage - garage to street
- with obstacles like stones and
bikes and lost kids. All you
gotta do is steer the 20-pound
green monster to the curb. So
if | can navigate that, why can't
| navigate a self-propelled car?

Well, | just wanted to make
the point that if | can drive a
garbage can, | can drive that
antique car. And by the way,
thirty years of driving that
green thing (remember it has
no brakes) from garage to street
I never had a wreck. And not
one violation from the cops.
Oh, maybe one or two collisions

with small, crawling children
who had no lights and were
wearing non-reflective diapers.

Yes, fearless brothers, it's a
sad day. The day they unani-
mously decide to ground you.
You can see itcoming. They sort
of bunch up in the living room -
kids - even grandkids, if you're
old enough. They usually begin
with extravagant courtesy:
"Pop, lemme getyou a drink
and a snack before supper.”
(For some unknown reason
they always strike in the
afternoon.)

Beware of kids with
snacks and drinks. Then as
you're relaxed sipping your
drink they begin a catalogue
of your physical weakness-
es, the ones that make you
a road monster: You can't
see a 2014 Lincoln fifty feet
away, you can't hear the ce-
ment truck that's trying to
pass, you bumped into the
fire hydrant you thought
was a little kid.

They cite every lightly
scraped bumper for the last
thirty years, including the
drunk who ripped off your
fender when you were in the
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convenience store, fifty yards
away, buying coffee.

It's a sad day. You've lost
your manhood. The best solu-
tion | know is to jump in the
car - grab your hidden set of
keys - and race away.

| remember... how degrad-
ing for the students to throw
erasers at the teacher.
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Martin Luther King
Slept Here

by Ben Johnson

In terms of black activism, civil rights
and desegregation in Huntsville, historic
events can be told from the perspective of
two distinct periods. That would be "BK"
and "AK."

"BK" is Before King."AK" is After King.

That would be Dr. Martin Luther KingJr.

Straddling those two periods is 101
Whitney Ave. That modest house - brown
brick with yellow trim, two bedrooms, a
den, a kitchen and a bath - sits at the corner
of Whitney Avenue and Meridian Street.
A few decades from now when historians
get around to labeling historic sites, 101
Whitney will rate a bronze plaque that says:
"Martin Luther King Slept Here."

This is the house where King and his
top lieutenant, Dr. Ralph Abernathy, stayed
during King's one and only visit to the
Rocket City. The stay stretched over March
19th and 20th, 1962. He came here to give a
boost to the fledgling civil rights movement
led by the Rev. Ezekiel Bell, then the young
pastor of Fellowship Presbyterian Church.
By all accounts, including Bell's, King did
what was expected of him.

"We needed something, somebody to
give the movement a boost," Bell recalled in
a phone interview from his home in Mem-
phis. "That's why we invited Dr. King."

Bell was pastor of Fellowship Presby-
terian Church from 1959-1966. He also
headed the Community Service Committee,
which was Huntsville's anti-Jim Crow, pro-
desegregation organization.

The Whitney House, purchased in 1959,
served as the church's worship
center for several years until a new
facility was built at the church's
current location, 3406 Meridian St.
"We had church in every room of
that (Whitney Avenue) house ex-
cept the bathroom," Bell said.

Bell, a native of Alligator, MS,
had moved to Huntsville after
graduating from the Chicago Theo-
logical Seminary (1956-59). He
was the valedictorian at Douglass
High School in Memphis. He did
his undergraduate studies in his-
tory at Tennessee State University
(1953-56) finishing in two years and
nine months.

The Whitney House served as

the church's parson-
age, where Bell lived
with his wife, Eltie
Mae. Two of their three
sons, Fred and John,
were born while they
lived there. (The third
son, Philip Ezekiel was
born in Memphis.) The
church's charter mem-
bers include Edward
Hill, Norman Fletcher,
James Crawford and
Mrs. Tommie Bradford
and her family.

"The movement
was getting in high
gear when we asked
him to come over from
Atlanta where King
had started the South-
ern Christian Leader-
ship Conference," Bell
said.

He added, "When
Dr. King came to town,
he and Dr. Abernathy
slept in our children s
room. We slept in our
bedroom and put the
children in there with
us. This was done be-
cause there were no
hotel accommodations
for blacks."

During King's
overnight stay, "men
of the community
stood guard when Dr.
King and Dr. Aberna-
thy were our guests,”
Bell said. "They sur-
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rounded the house and kept
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guards included Willie Brown-
lee, Charles Briggans, Norman
Fletcher, Edwin Hill and Dr.
George Jones, as well as the late
Samuel Sanders.

During King's and Aberna-
thy's stay, they talked about civil
rights and politics with Bell and
his wife. The next morning they
all had breakfast in the kitchen.
"We had bacon, eggs and grits,"
Bell said. "They ate up all the
bacon and eggs we had. They
both had very good appetites,
especially Abernathy.”

"We talked, of course, about
our families,"” Bell said. "We
talked about the conditions of
America and that we had a long
way to go. But they agreed we
were going to make it. It would
be a rough road but we were go-
ing to make it."

King and Abernathy weren't
the only celebrities to grace 101
Whitney. Civil rights leaders Dr.
Mordecai Johnson and C.T. Viv-
ian and Andrew Young (later to
be United Nations ambassador
in President Carter's administra-
tion) "All would be guests of ours
at that house," Bell said. "That,
again, was because of public ac-
commodations."

Bell remembered those days
with fondness. Most mass meet-
ings were held at First Missionary
Baptist Church, then located on
Church Street and headed by the
Rev. Horace Snodgrass.

"Most ministers were sup-
portive in terms of contributions
and making their churches avail-
able for meetings," Bell remem-
bered. "I'm sure there were some
ministers who didn't participate.
But they all spoke up in favor of

having the meeting. They all par-
ticipated in marches and a few of
us went to jail."

The house now is the rental
home of a black Huntsville couple
and their two children.

As for the AK period that con-
tinues on, Bell said King did his
job in helping change Huntsville
racial climate.

"Things really picked up after
he came. Bell said. "People re-
ally started participating (in the
movement)."

"We always could depend
on the students,” he added.
A lot more of
them started
coming. They
really didn't
have anything
to lose. Be-
fore King, the
adults were
very support-
ive, giving
donations and
some of them
even marched.
I don't know
of any faculty
members who
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marched. There may have been.
But after King, things picked up
even more."

By the end of the next year
(1963) segregation barriers had
tumbled down. Seemingly ev-
erything opened up: lunchroom
counters, bus stations, hotels, mo-
tels, drinking fountains, toilets.
Public accommodations, all.

"Dr. King's visit... was sort
of the grand coming out, an anti-
climax before things were really
opened,” Bell said.

"Nothing has occurred like
that in Huntsville since."

REALTOR*

Bill Poole

Office 256.533.0990
Home 256.880.2000
Cell 256.651.1349
Fax  256.534.1234

EMAIL BILL@BILLPOOLEREALTY.COM
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Home &
Garden Tips

* If you store your patio
umbrella in one leg of a pair
of panty hose, this keeps it to-
gether and allows it to breath.

* To clean silver: in a tin pie
plate mix 1 tablespoon water
softener, 1 tablespoon salt and
1-1/2 cup hot water. Add your
silver and watch the change.

* A piece of orange rind in
your morning coffee cup lends
a good but subtle flavor.

* Place jars of sticky food
such as molasses or jelly on plas-
tic lids in your pantry to avoid
sticky messes.

* A good air freshener is to
combine 174 cup orange rind
(use vegetable peeler for large
pieces) with 1 cup of coffee beans
(hazelnut is good) in a Ziploc
bag. Let alone for a day or so,
then open bag and place in small
saucers throughout your home.

* Anyone can make a beauti-
ful color bow!l of flowers - start
with a "Spike" plant (available
at nurseries), put in right in the
middle, then fill in witn smaller
flowers around the Spike, then
finish with hanging ivy or other
plants that hang and balance out
your taller plants.

* Silver plants make a strik-
ing contract in flower beds - in
fact, some herbs like curry have
a really pretty silver color.

To get odors out of your
plastic containers, crumple up
pieces of newspaper to put in-
side the container, add top and
leave for a few days.

* Shaving cream rubbed onto
your eyeglasses will keep them
from fogging up

* Make your own superfine

“It's scary when you get
old and start making the
same noises as your
coffee maker.”

Maxine

sugar by whirling regular sugar
in a blender or clean coffee
grinder.

* Have a bad water ring on
your wooden table? Simply coat
the stain with a thin layer of
mayonnaise to remove

* Many of your old wall
clocks have quit working. To get
them going again, use a couple
of cotton balls soaked in kero-
sene, placed inside the clock
near the works, to fume away
the dust and muck.

* Keep a pair of scissors in
your kitchen drawer for quick
opening of packages, boxes, etc.

* When you're out working
in your garclen and don't want
to be bothered by mosquitoes,
rub your exposed skin with a
sheet of Bounce before you go
out.

* Have you noticed that
when you water your garden
after a dry spell,
you become
surrounded by

Tom Dark Drugstore
by Jim Latham

Many years ago little boy
came intoTom Dark's Drug-
store on the square. Scotty,
the pharmacist, asked what
he could do for him.

"Momma said she needs
10 cents worth of assfedia.”

Scotty got the ill-smelling
drug and gave it to the bo
and said, MThat will be 1
cents."

"Momma said to charge
it," the little boy claimed.

"And the name to charge
it to?"

"Hunkapillar.”

The pharmacist said,
"Take it for free. It's not
worth a dime for me to try
to spell both assfedia ana
Hunkapillar.”
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* Run your
fingernails on a
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fore you start
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Effective T reatment for
Varicose Veins

Varicose veins are a
very common problem,
affecting an estimated
40% of women and 25%
of men. New minimally
invasive techniques in
vein management, along
with insurance companies
recognizing the need for
treatment of varicose veins
and their complications,
allow patients who have
not previously considered
treatment a simple and
relatively pain-free option.

Abnormal veins can ap-
pear as a bulging rope-like
cord on the legs. Other
symptoms of varicose
veins include pain, achi-
ness, heaviness or tired-
ness, a burning or tingling
sensation, swelling, pres-
sure or throbbing, and
spider veins. If you expe-
rience these symptoms
and don't seek treatment
varicose veins could lead
to more serious complica-
tions, including phlebitis,
blood clots, skin ulcers and
bleeding.

Varicose veins occur
when the valves in super-
ficial leg veins malfunction.
The superficial veins have
one-way valves which al-
low the venous blood in
the legs to return to the
heart. When these valves
become dysfunctional,
typically caused by trau-
ma, increasing age, preg-
nancy, and a family history
of venous dysfunction, the
valves may be unable to
properly close. This allows
blood that should be mov-
ing towards the heart to

flow backwards. This is called
venous reflux and it allows the
blood to collect in your lower
veins causing them to enlarge
and put the venous system un-
der high pressure. Once a vein
develops venous insufficiency
it will always be abnormal and
will only lead to the develop-
ment of more abnormal veins
and worsen.

In the past, venous insuf-
ficiency was typically treated
with surgery using a proce-
dure called vein stripping. This
involved either multiple small
incisions or a large incision
leaving scars. Stripping can
involve general anesthesia,
treatment in a hospital, and
multiple weeks of recovery.
We now have minimally in-
vasive treatments that are
proven to be 98% effective in
treating varicose veins.

Do | have
Varicose Veins?

Do | have any of these
symptoms?

Pain, Aching, Swelling,
Heaviness, Bulging Veins,
Pressure,Burning, Tingling,

Restless Legs

Huntsville Vein and
Laser Center
256-885-6001

Schedule a consultation
today!

James C. Nix Ill, M.D.

_ A new procedure called
EVLT (Endo-venous Laser
Treatment) is now available
and covered by most insur-
ance companies. EVLT is a
non-surgical, more effective
treatment for varicose veins.
The treatment is performed in
the doctor's office under local
anesthesia. The doctor uses
ultrasound to map out the
vein. He then applies a local
anesthetic; patients feel very
little pain. After administering
anesthesia, a thin laser fiber
is inserted through a tiny entry
point, usually near the knee.
The laser is activated as the
vein is destroyed. The body
will absorb the vein over the
next 3 to 6 months.

Most patients feel an im-
mediate relief of symptoms
and can return to normal
activity. There is no general
anesthesia, hospitalization or
scarring.

James C. Nix Ill, M.D.
204 Lowe Ave.
Suite 11
Huntsville, Al 35801

256-885-6001
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The Ryland
Rose

by Austin Miller

The first time | remember
seeing the rose was in Arley
and Sue Parton's front yard.
Their house was in the center
of Ryland close to the Ryland
Store, the Post office, the cotton
gin and in the early years the
Ryland Depot. They didn't have
much front yard which made
the rose stand out when it was
in full bloom.

The house stood about thirty
of forty feet from the South-
ern Railroad track, now Nor-
folk Southern, and the front
porch was about a car length
off what is now Ryland Pike. |
often wondered what the trains
sounded like in the house late at
night when they came roaring
through with the whistle blow-
ing for the Ryland and Dug Hill
crossings.

In the twenties, thirties and
forties the building was a store.
In the early forties Sue, Arley
and their daughter Catherine
moved in and the building
served as both a residence ana
store. The store closed in the
forties but remained the fam-
ily's home.

At some point Daddy got
a cutting off the rose from Mr.
Parton and rooted it. The root
flourished and we soon had
several pretty red rose bushes
in our yard and there is no way
to count how many Daddy gave
away over the years to family
and friends. They all came from
that one bush in Arley and Sue
Parton's front yard. | had one at
every house where we lived in
Georgia. When we moved back
to Huntsville a few years ago,

my friend Charles McCay asked
me if | wanted a Joe Miller Rose.
Charles had several in his yard
and picked one of the best ones
and dug it up for me. | brought
it home and set it out on the
berm behind my house. The rose
is now in full bloom. The first
blooms come in May and when
my mother was alive | always
attached one to my lapel for
church on Mother's Day.

The remarkable thing about
the rose is its durability. Noth-
ing bothers it; that includes in-
sects, aphids, wilt, black spots or
powdery mildew. Itrequires no
fertilizer and will thrive in the
poorest soil. It does need full
sun but does well on very little
water after it gets established.
The berm where my rose is
planted is basically fill dirt full
of limestone rocks but the rose
thrives. Itis notbothered by the
hot dry days of summer. | have
seen weeds in proximity of the
rose wilt but never the rose.

The rose could appropri-
ately be named the Arley Parton
Rose or the Joe Miller Rose as it
is called by Charles McCay. Mr.
Parton is the first one known
to have the rose and Daddy
propagated it and spread it far
and wide. But | think the Ryland
Rose is the most fitting name.

Both Daddy and Mr. Parton
lived all their lives in Ryland.
The rose was first seen at the
center of the Ryland community
and I think that it is a reflection
of the Ryland people and of

their generation.

They grew up during the De-
pression, worked hard all their
fives with little reward and sur-
vived some of the hardest times
ever known in this country. It
was in the late fifties before life
started to improve for most Ry-
land people.

The rose would never win
a contest in a flower show but
it adds to the beauty of its sur-
roundings as much as a cham-
pion. In the same vein, | am not
aware of any acclaimed people
that ever came out of Ryland.

The Ryland people of my
parents and Mr. Parton's gen-
eration were just ordinary salt
of the earth folks who managed
on their own. Regardless of
how tough it got they survived
without any type of charity,
outside help or assistance from
the government. | like to think
they passed some of that ethic
and toughness down to their
descendants.

I love having the rose at my
house; | appreciate its history
and the beautiful red blossoms
brighten up my yard. Also it re-
minds me that if you are of good
tough stock you will bloom
wherever you are planted no
matter the condition of the soil
or surroundings.

“Live simply. Love generously.
Care deeply. Speak kindly.
Leave the rest up to God.”

Old Farmer's Advice
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Celebrating 27 Years of Service to Local Youngsters

golden K kiwanis

Golden K Kiwanis Club of Huntsville was chartered
by Kiwanis International 27 years ago. During the last
24 years, all members have distributed Old Huntsville

Magazine in Huntsville and Madison County, raising
more than $550,000 for local youth projects.

Copies for purchase can be found at Walgreen,
WalMart, MAPCO or Dollar General Stores.

For the magazine rack nearest you, go online at
www.GoldenKHsv.org

ALL PROCEEDS GO TO YOUTH ACTIVITIES that the
GOLDEN K SUPPORTS, including:

Alabama Science Fair « CAJA < HEALS <« Key Club *

* Boys Scout Troop 400 « Toys for Tots ¢ Girls, Inc. e
Children's Advocacy Center « Downtown Rescue Mission e
Project Eliminate « Madison County Library
Huntsville Achievement School Huntsville « Madison
County Special Olympics ¢ Reading is FUNdamental -

* Riley Center ¢ Veterans Memorial Museum -
» Scholarships for Alabama A&M, Oakwood College,
Calhoun Community College and Drake Colleges

Golden K Kiwanians meet on Thursdays at 8 AM at the Downtown Rescue
Mission, 1400 Evangel Drive, for breakfast and programs of interest

JOIN US AND WE WILL SET ANOTHER PLACE AT THE TABLE

Golden K Kiwanis of Huntsville, Alabama
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City News
from 1911

- For Sale - the brick resi-
dence now occupied by Mrs.
George White on Adams Ave.
Anyone interested is at liberty
to call and examine the place.

- Mr. Knott had to pull a
Huntsville-bound auto out of
the Mill Creek at Fisk Friday
morning. Water too deep.

- Will Land, aged 15 years
old, died at the Lowe Village
yesterday evening at 6 o'clock.
The remains were carried to
Hurricane for burial. The de-
ceased leaves a widow.

- Pick Roden, the king of
moon shiners of Marshall coun-
ty, was yesterday sentenced to
five years in the penitentiary
and fined $700.

- For sale - my residence on
Walker street, or will exchange
for farm property. Price reason-

No Buyer’s Premium!

¥~

able. Apply to Robt. L. Adair,
care of Henderson National
bank.

- Lost - Pair kid gloves at
the Elks building during dance
Tuesday evening. Finder phone
418 or return to Miss Donnie
Dillard.

- For rent - two cozy little
bedrooms at reasonable prices.
Gentlemen preferred. Mrs.
James Lines, 207 East Holmes St.

- For sale - a secondhand 2
horse wagon in good running
order; also 2 sets double har-
ness. Apply to Mrs. S. E. Sibley,
east Randolph St., opposite
Butler's school.

- For rent - 7 room modern
cottage on Walker Street - apply
to J. N. Mazza

- Wanted - a good nurse and
housekeeper. $10 a month in ad-
dition to board and room.

- For rent - my residence
on Adams Ave. - furnished or
unfurnished. Possession given
at once. For terms apply to Mrs.

B &WAUCTION

356 Capshaw Road
Madison, Al, 357'57

(256) 837-1559 or (256) 837-8377

Chas. R. Lane

- For rent - two upstairs
rooms or one large room down-
stairs. Suitable for light house-
keeping within a short distance
of the Square. Apply to 314
Randolph St.

- The Queens Daughters of
St. Mary's Catholic Church will
have their regular market at De
Stefano's store Saturday. The
menu will consist of Lady Bal-
timore, Grand Duke, Caramel
and Pineapple cakes. Also avail-
able will be snow balls, mince
meat pies, salt rising bread,
light bread, beaten biscuit and
home made Italian spaghetti.
They would be pleased to have
you call.

“A life spent making
mistakes is not only
more honorable, but more
useful than a life spent
doing nothing.”

George Bernard Shaw

* Cilrimate-Controlled
J Smoke-Free Facility!
*
*

Building Will. Be FULL!

WJCIJHNMba = we currently have NO auctions scheduled for the month

of June.

However, keep a look-out on the auctionzip.com web address
below for any late-bookings, pictures, listings, etc.

Ifwe happen to put

together enough for a sale, itll be listed on auctionzip.com.

= We will have 1-2 sales in July, though we don't yet know
the exact dates just yet. Again, check our listings on auctionzip.com

for dates, pictures, listings, etc.

Of course, we will also advertise these

date(s) in this great publication of OLD HUNTSVILLE MAGAZINE!!

*For pictures, listings, details, and directions, log onto
www.auctionzip.com ~ Auctioneer |I.D. #5484. Call us for
questions, Inquiries, and seating at 256-837-1559!!

Wilson Hilliard, ASL #97

Bill Ornburn, ASL #683

Charles Thorpe. ASL #392
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auctionzip.com

Tweetie’s
Pet Tips

Summer Safeguards
for your Dog

* Let your dog dig! Your dog
may resort to finding his own
way to avoid the heat. Dogs in
nature dig their dens not out of frustra-
tion but to find food, hide, give birth-
or keep cool! If it's possible, locate a
shady area where it's okay for your
dog to dig.

* Let your dog check the weather.
He doesn't know why he is being de-
nied a long walk for the day. Allow
your dog to step outside and feel for
himself that it is too hot, too wet or too
cold to go on a long walk. By instinct,
the dog will understand that it has to
shorten it's walk, or simply come back
inside where it's safe.

* Never leave your dog in a parked
car. The car retains more heat than an
open area, even if it is in the shade.
Plus, a dog may get overexcited in the
car due to passersby or panic from
claustrophobia, making dehydration
more likely. On longer trips, make sure
you have water for the dog and keep
the AC running.

* Exercise your dog early in the
morning or late at night. Since these
are the cooler parts of the day, this will
make the walk more comfortable for
both you and your dog. This is the time
of year to back off on exercise intensity
and contact with the hot pavement.

* Watch for signs of dehydration.
Dogs can't sweat. They cool off by
panting, so an overheated dog will
drool excessively. It will become le-
thargic, it's eyes will be bloodshot, it
may appear a little pale. If you lift it's
skin, it will take longer than usual for
the skin to fall back into place.

* A dog's coat is like insulation,
warding off cold in the winter and heat
in the summer. Trim, but don't give
your dog a crew cut or such a close
shave that it takes away that protection.

* Dogs get sunburn
and skin cancer, so
never cut fur shorter
than an inch. (In some
breeds, even an inch is
too short.)

* Dogs shed more
in summer, so brush
to get rid of extra fur
along with fur that's
matted from water
play.

* Most pets find
cool, shady spots to
lie down, but some —
especially animals that
are overweight or can't
tolerate heat — might
benefit from cooling
beds, mats or vests.

* The mats get filled
with water, which mix-
es with a high-tech gel
to create a cool, water-
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bed-like cushion. Consumer re-
views are generally positive but
caution that some beds spring
leaks (or are chewed by dogs).

* No food will keep your
dog cooler, but food helps keep
body temperature up, so dogs
may not need to eat as much in
the summer.

* Different dogs have dif-
ferent needs when battling the
heat. Keep in mind that darker
coats absorb more heat than
lighter coats. Also, overweight
dogs are at higher risk for dehy-
dration. Carry a bottle of water
when going on a walk with your
dog. Better yet have your dog
carry it for you in a backpack or
a vest! The water in the bottles
will keep the dog cooler and also
give the dog a sense of purpose.

* Find innovative ways to
cool your dog. Don't have air
conditioning? No problem! Find
a spot in the shade and set up
a kiddie pool. Lay down a wet
towel for your dog to lie on. Or
simply set up a fan in front of a
pan of ice. Buy sprinklers that
spray the dogs with a gentle
mist of water. Your dog will
love itand it might just cool vou
off, too!

" Renfroe Animal Hospital ’
and Bird Clinic

When He Really Needs

You.... We Offer Quality,

Professional Care for the
Pets You Love

Phone 256-533-4411

Hours by Appointment

1012 Mem. Pkwy. NW

A Across from Books A Million
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From the Desk of Tom Carney

He Fought for His Freedom

by Tom Carney

John was afraid.

Afraid that his master would
catch him and return him to slav-
ery or that the patrollers would
catch him and lock him in a jail
where he would be flogged for
running away. But his biggest
fear was running into some rov-
ing band of Confederate guerril-
las, who, if they guessed he was
on his way to Huntsville to join
the Union Army, would summar-
ily execute him on the spot. Lying
hidden in the heavy foliage next
to the road while waiting for an-
other group of strangers to pass,
he let his thoughts wander.

Yesterday he had been a
slave on the Jackson plantation in
Limestone County, laboring as a
blacksmith. Though only 25 years
old, he had been married twice.
The first marriage, to a woman on
a nearby plantation, had ended
abruptly when her master sold
her out of state. His next mar-
riage had produced no feelings
of endearment and it was with
no remorse that he left her behind
when he decided to run away.

The Emancipation Procla-
mation, a document freeing all
slaves in the rebellious territo-
ries, was almost a year old when
John heard of it. The Union gov-
ernment, while giving lip service
to the document, had proved
strangely ambiguous about en-
forcing it. There were many cases
where runaway slaves had been
returned to their masters by the
northern troops.

Strangely enough, though
Huntsville was occupied, most of
the outlying plantations contin-
ued the practice of slavery.

John had dreamed about
freedom all of his life and when
he heard that the Union Army
was recruiting black soldiers, he
quickly made up his mind to en-

list. Along with two others
he began the trek to Hunts-
ville.

A recruiting office had
been opened on the north
side of the courthouse
square. Townspeople, al-
ready incensed that the Yan-
kees would have the gall to
enlist Tories, scalawags and
other traitors, were now
horrified when they learned
that blacks were to be enlist-
ed also. Every day the op-
posite street corner on the square,
known as "Secesh Corner," would
be crowded with people jeering at
the ex-slaves waiting to become
soldiers. Now and then a detach-
ment of Yankees would wade into
the crowd and, amid loud curses
and occasional pricks of the bayo-
net, cause them to disperse.

The small group of black,
would-be soldiers, however, stood
resolutely at the door of the office
waiting for it to open. Regardless
of the taunts or threats, they were
determined to wear the blue uni-
form and earn their freedom.

Official documents show that
John was enlisted as a member of
the 110th U.S. Colored Infantry on
Dec. 30, in Huntsville. As John,
like all the other ex-slaves, had no

* Grub Control
* Fire Ant Control
* Disease Control

last name, he was enlisted as John
Jackson, that being the surname of
his master.

Of the almost 4000 black troops
from North Alabama that enlisted
in the Union Army, records show
that fewer than 75 could sign their
name. The rest simply made their
"mark" on the enlistment rolls.

After a short training period
at Nashville and Pulaski, TN,
John Jackson and 450 other black
troops were assigned to protect
the railroads in and around Ath-
ens, AL. These railways were es-
sential for the Union's supply and
communication lines, a point that
the Confederacy was well aware
of.

The North had made it a point
to garrison North Alabama with
ex-slaves from this region and
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the South, fearing that this action
would inspire other slaves to take
up arms, retaliated by treating
captured black soldiers as run-
away slaves.

A fact often ignored by mod-
ern historians is the treatment of
black prisoners of war when they
were captured by the Southern
troops. The South refused, for
the most part, to recognize them
as soldiers. When captured they
were treated as runaway slaves
and oftentimes sold back into
slavery, if they were lucky. Many
times they were simply killed.

In the spring of 1864, General
Nathan Bedford Forrest had at-
tacked and captured the Union
stronghold at Fort Pillow. In the
ensuing bedlam hundreds of black
soldiers were brutally murdered,
some with their hands raised in
surrender. Though it was later
proven that the Southern troops
acted without Forrest's consent,
the massacre had the effect of ter-
rorizing black troops everywhere.

About six months later, when
Forrest and his Army appeared on
the outskirts of Athens, John Jack-
son and his fellow black soldiers
knew they could expect no mercy.

Every soldier in the garrison
knew it would not only be a fight
for their freedom, but for their
very lives, also. They spent the
day and night of Sept. 23 reinforc-
ing their already strong position.
The fort they were defending con-
sisted of earthen works, 180 by 450
feet, surrounded by palisades and
a deep ditch. It was considered by
many to be one of the strongest
forts in the area.

Early the next morning, while
the ground was still wet with the
night's dew, the Confederates be-
gan bombarding the fort with ar-
tillery. The cannonade lasted for
almost two hours, with about 60
shells being aimed at the defend-
ers.

Inside the fort little damage
was done, although one man was
killed and several wounded. Jack-
son was one of the men wounded,
suffering a minnie-ball to his leg.
When the shelling ceased, Forrest
sent an emissary, under a white
flag, demanding the fort be sur-

rendered. The commander of the
Union fort, a Col. Campbell, re-
fused, whereas Forrest asked to
speak to him in person.

Forrest told Campbell that he
intended to take the fort and he
had the men to do it with. Telling
the Union officer that he had near-
ly ten thousand troops besieging
the fort, Forrest invited him to
ride around his lines and see for
himself.

Forrest had less than half that
number of troops, but was able to
maneuver his troops in a manner
that made them appear greater in
numbers.

Returning to the fort, Camp-
bell ordered it prepared for sur-
render. As word of the surrender
swept through the garrison, the
officers and men of the Union's
110th Colored Infantry became
outraged, with many refusing to
give up their arms. Some officers
had to threaten to shoot their own
men in order to disarm them.

The black troops, many with
tears in their eyes, demanded that
they be allowed to fight on rather
than surrender to Forrest and the
Confederates.

With the flag lowered and
their guns taken from them, the
black troops finally had no choice
but to surrender.

The officers of the garrison,
well aware of the fate awaiting the
black troops, later wrote an angry
letter to their superiors in Wash-

enne
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ington condemning Campbell for
the surrender.

Jackson, limping painfully on
his wounded leg, was marched
with the others out of the fort,
where the hungry and ragged
Confederate troops waited. Im-
mediately, the gray clad soldiers
fell upon the prisoners, robbing
them of their clothes and rations.
Any black who dared protest was
beaten.

The prisoners were lined up on
Browns Ferry Road, where with
two columns of mounted cavalry
guarding them, they began their
painful trek back into slavery.
After a three day march through
the Shoals and Tuscumbia, the
prisoners reached Cherokee Sta-
tion, a railway depot about eight
miles this side of the Mississippi
line. Almost starving and suffer-
ing from wounds and exposure,
the prisoners loaded aboard di-
lapidated cattle cars.

Jackson later recalled that the
only food they had to eat were
the scraps that had been left in the
cars from feeding cattle.

Upon reaching Meridian, MS,
the prisoners were separated,
with the white soldiers sent to a
Confederate prison at Cahaba and
the white officers sent to Enter-
prise, AL to await exchange. The
blacks were loaded onto another
train. Despite the fact that Forrest
had given his word to treat the
captured blacks as POWSs, many
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cruel ties were perpetuated. Al-
though there are no reports to de-
scribe what happened, there are
numerous records of blacks being
captured in other battles and sold
back into slavery, or in many cas-
es, executed.

Of the almost 450 black sol-
diers that had been captured in
Athens, less than two hundred
arrived in Mobile, their final des-
tination. No one has ever deter-
mined what happened to the oth-
ers. Somewhere, on the trek from
Athens to Mobile, almost 250
blacks disappeared from the face
of the earth.

At this time, Mobile was un-
der siege by the Federal fleet
and all the blacks, freedmen and
slaves alike had been pressed into
service, working on the fortifica-
tions. With the arrival of Forrest's
group, the impressed workers
were returned to their masters
while the newly arrived prisoners
took their place.

For the next several months,
the prisoners, many still wear-
ing the remnants of their blue
uniforms, were subjected to the
harshest forms of cruelty. While
the ordinary slave had his master
to protect him, the prisoners had
no one. With their blue uniform
and their black skin they seemed
to represent everything the South
lived in fear of.

One captured soldier, a Pri-
vate Howard, later told of the
men being whipped whenever
they faltered in their work, often
by their own fellow prisoners
who were ordered to administer
the lashings. With the diet of mule
meat and corn meal they were be-
ing fed, few of the prisoners were
in any shape to resist.

Often the prisoners were
forced to line up for inspection by
plantation owners who were look-
ing for their runaway slaves. If the
master recognized any of them,
they were immediately returned
to him where they would be cruel-
ly whipped or beaten as an exam-
ple to any other slave who might
have ideas of running away.

Gen. RobertE. Lee's surrender
at Appomattox brought to an end

the Civil War, but ironically, John
Jackson and his fellow prisoners
would continue to toil as slaves
for another three months. The
Union officer who took charge of
Mobile, fearful of a black uprising,
couldn't decide what to do with
them.

When finally released, Jack-
son, though still crippled from the
minnie-ball in his leg, was sent to
Nashville and reunited with the
remnants of the 110th Colored In-
fantry, which was once again sent
to Huntsville for garrison duty.

While at Huntsville, the regi-
ment was mustered out and
Jackson returned
home. Upon ar-
rival he discov-
ered that his wife
had married an-
other man, so he
married the wid-
ow of one of his
companions who
had enlisted with
him.

Although
John was now a
free man he was
still shackled by
the name of his
former master,
Jackson, a con-
stant reminder of
his life as a slave.

One of the
few good memo-
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ries he had as a child was that of
the daughter of his master who
had always treated him kindly.
She had married a Dawson, and
to honor her, John also took the
name Dawson.

John Dawson settled on a small
piece of land just a few miles from
the plantation from which he had
fled. For the rest of his life, until
he died in 1905, his proudest pos-
session was a discharge paper at-
testing to his service in the United
States Army.

One piece of torn, yellowed
paper, to prove that he had fought
tirelessly for his freedom.
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Stump Brings
Back Memories

by Malcolm Miller

I was walking through the
tall grass one day when | stum-
bled over it. It was just an old
rotting, decaying tree stump. It
was a huge thing, maybe three
feet across and as | stood there
looking at the old stump my
mind started to wander back
to my boyhood days, and the
mighty oak tree that once stood-
tallfrom this very stump.

You see, this old stump was
all that remained of the place
where | spent about seven of the
happiest years of my life. Un-
der the out-stretched branches
of this mighty oak tree stood
the farm house that was my
favorite of all the tenant houses
we lived in when | was grow-
ing up. It wasn't particularly a
good house, certainly not by the
standards of today; but to me,
an eight year old at the time, it
seemed like a mansion. | still re-
call the shiny white door knobs
on the doors. To me this was
really something, because all
the houses we had lived in until
then had either wood buttons
or latches to keep them closed.

This house, like all the others
| had lived in back then, had a
tin roof. The sun beating down
on the tin roof all day in the
summer would drive the whole
family out under the branches
of the big oak tree where there

seemed to always be a little
breeze blowing. It was under
this very tree that | sat for hours
listening to the grown folks tell
of far away places they had been
and important things that had
happened in their lives.

I recall my Uncle Curt tell-
ing of the time he spent in
Texas, and how the real cow-
boys weren't like the ones we
had seen at the picture show
in town. | heard them talk with
worried tones at the beginning
of World War Il. You see, for
a couple with seven sons, two
of which were already in the
Army, my parents had much to
be concerned about.

It was under the branches
of this mighty oak that 1 first
learned to play the guitar. It
was a guitar that my brother
Frank had ordered from Sears
and Roebuck. When folks, even
today, ask me why | play the
guitar upside down left handed
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| remind them that when you
are the only left handed one of
seven sons in a family, you just
don't go stringing up guitars to
suit yourself.

The old tree stump, rotting
away though it was, seemed to
be there as a last reminder to me
of another day and time. It was
a time when folks seemed to re-
ally care more for one another.
Neighbors were neighborly,
friends were friendlier and pot
wasn't something you wanted
to smoke. No sir, it was most
likely something that sat under
the foot of the bed to save a trip
to the outhouse on those cold
winter nights.

How times have changed
since my family, my family's
friends and | sat under that tall
oak tree and told stories, played
guitar and harmonica and sang.

All that is left of the old
stump is the wonderful memo-
ries it brings back.
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Summer Nights
Long Ago

by Judy C. Smith
(2/10/14)

The nights are getting
shorter and soon the light-
ening bugs will be out. It re-
minds me of a time gone by
when the children on Locust
Street and Newman Avenue
would eat their dinner early
in order to get a head start on
playing kick-the-can, red rov-
er-red rover and enjoying my
mother's homemade custard
ice cream. | can still eat it until
I get sick. I just can't stop once
| get started.

On Friday nights at the
California Street playground
the City of Huntsville paid an
employee known as a super-
visor to entertain the children
during the day and a special
treat was on Friday nights. It
was brown bag night and the
city would bring a movie and
projector for the children to
watch.

All of us, Charles Shaver,
Hall Bryant, Linda Holmes,
Taffy Lowery Walker, Bobby
Love, just to name a few, along
with my father and me would
walk to the park. We'd spread

Walking can add minutes
to your life. This enables
you at 85 years old to
spend an additional 5
months in a nursing home
at $6,000 per month.

our blankets, eat
our sack suppers,
drink the drinks
and watch the
movie provided
by the city. East
Clinton Street
School and Fifth
Avenue School
had the same pro-
gram.

When 1 fin-
ished school at
Huntsville High
and started think-
ing about a sum-
mer job, | was
hired as the super-
visor for the Fifth
Avenue School
Playground.
There was only a
picnic table for the
children to sit on;
a few games to

play like Chess, Checkers, Parcheesi and
a deck of cards and oh yes, my ability to
tell stories.

I was all set and it didn't bother me

that there was no shade and that | was in
the sun all day. | was just glad that | had a
job and that I liked what | was doing.

I would have done it without getting

paid, but the fact that | had a little income
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made it much nicer since gas
was 25 cents a gallon and that
took a lot out or a paycheck in
1959.

| had a cute little five year
old boy with black curly hair
come to visit every day. One
day he said to me that if |
would like, he could teach me
to play Chess, so | became his
student. He could beat me in
three moves, yes three moves.
We became friends and |
would bring him an all day
sucker, then he would let me
play a little longer before put-
ting me in checkmate.

The next year | was moved
up to the California Street
Playground. It was much larg-
er than it is today and | had
many more children than the
Fifth Avenue Playground. |
had a 1937 Chevy, but to save
money | would walk from the
top of White Circle where |
lived to the playground.

I worked from 9:00 a.m.
until 5:00 p.m. | even packed
my own lunch and carried
lemonade to drink. Some-
times | would give one of the
children a couple of dollars to
walk the block to Mr. Terry's
store on Adams Street and
buy a box of Double-Bubble
gum so we could have a con-
test to see who could blow the
largest bubble. | know that the
mothers must have loved me
when their little ones came
home with gum from ear to
ear. All the tall metal swings
and slides are gone now, re-
placed with plastic ones.

When | was nine years old,
there was a wonderful small
metal merry-go-round you
pushed and jumped on. When
Charles Shaver and Bobby
Love were starting to go real-
ly fast, | crawled under it and
put my legs up in the opposite
direction they were pushing
as to prevent them from mov-
ing. Don't ask me what | was

thinking. With just one push,
my right leg was bent back-
ward and | was left immobile
and screaming for someone to
run to my house on Newman
Ave.(before moving to White
Circle) and get someone to
help from my home.

Someone told my mother,
but she didn't drive, so she
had to get a neighbor to bring
her to the playground and
drive us to the old Huntsville
Clinic located on Washington
Street and Gates Avenue. All
that has long since been torn
down but Huntsvillians will
remember where it was. Some
of my friends, Susan Woodbin
for one, were born there. The
results of my trying to stop the
merry-go-round was
a broken right leg. |
learned a valuable
lesson about Merry-
Go-Rounds.

Today there are
no supervisors, tall
swings or special Fri-
day movie nights. |
still see families en-

joying special time
with their children
there> In my mind's

eye I'm still there if
only for a few sec-
onds while stopped
at the traffic light.
Tennis was one of the
fun things my hus-
band and | enjoyed
and played lots of
tennis matches there.

Today after our
53rd wedding anni-
versary, | think that
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I'll pull out the old rackets and
challenge him to a game. I'll
keep my cell phone handy just
in case 911 is needed.
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The WAAY Treasure Key Hunt

|
twhispg

"We'll never do it that way
again,” was the statement made
by M.D. Smith, Il after the very
first WAAY Radio Treasure Key
hunt.

The first hunt was around
1959 for a "Treasure Chest"
key. The key, when found from
clues given out daily on WAAY
Radio, would open a chest of
Parkway City Merchants gift
certificates for merchandise
and prizes. A list of clues given
to date could be found by visit-
ing the merchants daily if you
missed any on the radio. At first
clues were vague and general,
but nearing the end of a month,
they got more specific.

When the clues mentioned
an intersection like Whitesburg
and Four Mile Post, those clues
focused all the city's searchers
in one area. Other clues that
vaguely mentioned something
red would fit almost anything,
including the red flowers in
one home owner's yard. A lot
of flowers got dug up looking
for the buried key, and other
places nearby that fit other clues
caused a lot of rocks of every
size to be turned over.

It was like a demolition
squad of several hundred peo-
ple descending on a small geo-
graphic area of Huntsville with
search tools of every shape and

“We all get heavier as we
get older, because there’s a
lot more information in our
heads. That's my story and

I’'m sticking to it!”

Gale Nichols, Athens

by M. D. Smith 1V

size. Mostly they had picks and
shovels. This was NOT a good
thing for the first contest.

Quickly the DJ's on the air
were instructed to give almost
the exact location that | believe
was under the lip of a sewer
drain cover on the edge of
the road. Lawsuits were not
as common in those days so
| believe apologies, and a
garden center making things
right with the property own-
er, salvaged the situation. My
father learned a lot from that
first hunt.

When it came time to find
the key for a NEW CAR a
few years later, the promos
on the air started with "The
Key is NOT located on Pri-
vate Property and you won't
have to dig to find it." | hid
that key myself under a small
overpass in Huntsville and it
was placed INSIDE a crushed
Budwveiser Beer can.

Only my father and moth-
er knew the location of the
key and my mother wrote
the clues from my descrip-
tion of the location, my Po-
laroid camera photo of the
hiding place and a city map
of Huntsville. When the key

-3
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was finally found, we did have
some of our staff in the general
area, which had finally been
narrowed down, and there
were no adverse comments or
destruction evidence after it was
located.

Many other "treasure key"
contests took place in those
years of 1959 through 1975, but
none as memorable as the first
one. If that hunt had been for a
new car, | think WAAY Radio
might have had to rebuild a
house for an unfortunate prop-
erty owner.
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Country Toys

by Susie Parton Bryant

FAO Schwarz? What in the
world? Didn't even know it exist-
ed! Imagine being a small child and
walking into a fantasy land of all the
most wonderful toys in the world. |
would imagine it would be like going
to Santa Claus' house.

I did not grow up in New York,
Chicago or even Beverly Hills, but
rather New Market Alabama. | re-
member it being the most wonderful
place in the world. So simple were
those days of my childhood.

Playing outside all day consisted
of tree climbing, which | fell out of
and still to this day have a chip out
of my front tooth; laying in the grass
and looking up at the clouds to see
what kinds of shapes they made;
playing with the cat; and having a
peanut butter and jelly sandwich on
the porch. We didn't have any kind
of electronic devices to plug into the
TV.

Not that we were that poor, we
always had a great Christmas, we
just didn't get many toys throughout
the year. They didn't fiave WalMart
back then and that is another story
in itself. But we loved being outside.
My daddy would even get in
on the play time. He is the rea-
son for this story.

My daddy's name is
Herman Parton, he inherited
the Parton farm after the death
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of his parents, so we had 176 acres to play in and ex-
plore. The old Parton house was across the road from
our house and had a large barn behind it, which is
still there. Behind the barn was a huge pasture that
seemed to go on for miles. There was a long fence that
divided the barnyard and the pasture land and along
the ground were several little burrows in the grass
where the bunny rabbits called home. In the middle
of the field was a briar patch. It wasn't a huge briar
patch, just about 1/4 of an acre.

On this particular day, | was walking with my
daddy and my little brother. First let me tell you a
little about my daddy's appearance. He was about 6
ft. 2 inches tall, regular sturdy build; he never wore
jeans - always khaki or some kind of dress pants. He
always wore those wing tipped kind of shoes, not the
two tone kind, but the solid black or brown ones. 1
never saw him in a pair of tennis shoes. Even though
it has been many years, | can see him as if he were
standing in front of me now.

So, my brother and | were running around the
field playing. All of a sudden my daddy broke out into
a full run. We just stood there watching him darting
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back and forth, side to side,
round and around. What in
the world was he doing? We
were looking at him in amaze-
ment with our mouths wide
open, and then there it was, a
little brown rabbit. The poor
thing was running for it's life.

We began to laugh hys-
terically. This was the fun-
niest thing that we had ever
seen. Then just like the Broth-
er Rabbit story the little bun-
ny made a dash for the briar
patch. This maneuver did not
stop my daddy at all - he just
lunged into the briar patch.

When he finally emerged,
there in his hand was the lit-
tle brown bunny. The bunny
was not harmed in any way,
but the same could not be said
for my daddy. He handed the
bunny to me and | cradled it
in my arms and began to gen-
tly to stroke his long ears. My
attention was focused on the
bunny, but when I looked up |
saw my daddy standing there
pulling large thorns out of
his arms, shirt and his pants.
Blood had begun to seep out
of the long scratches.

My brother and | sat there
in the field and petted the lit-
tle bunny for what seemed to
be hours, but really was only
a few minutes. We just gave
him a little love and let him
go. He wasted no time get-
ting home and neither did my
daddy, knowing that he had
several pretty bad wounds to
tend to.

Several days later, after
spending a long day at school
and an even longer ride on the
school bus, we got off, waved
goodbye to our friends, and

A recent study found that
women who carry a
little extra weight live
longer than the men who
mention it.

wandered into the house.
Daddy was sitting in his olive
green vinyl recliner. He said
to us, "I found something for
you today."

WOW! We were jumping
up and down yelling, "What
is it?" Daddy said to us, "You
have got to be very quiet.” We
followed him down the hall
to the bathroom, and there it
was. A white plastic bucket
turned upside down on the
hot water heater.

Now this hot water heater
was not one of the ones like
we have today. It was the size
of a washing machine. It took
up almost as much space as
the tub. What could possibly
be under the bucket?

Daddy told us to stand
back. He tilted the bucket just
enough to get his hand under
the small open-
ing. We stood
there as quiet
as mice. Daddy

gently  pulled
out a young
squirrel. We

were so excited.
He wouldn't let
us hold it, but
he did let us pet
it a little.

I'm not
sure, but | don't
think that the

J Calling All Drama Queens and Percussion Kings!

little squirrel took to the pet-
ting very well because as
quick as lightening the little
creature sunk his two front
teeth deep into my daddy's
thumb. Daddy didn't let go
of it, but after prying the little
squirrel’s teeth out of his flesh
he put it back in the bucket
and released the little thing
next to a big oak tree in our
yard. | am not really sure how
he caught it in the first place.
| don't think he ever said. We
were just excited to get to pet
it.

Now, my brother and |
had many little toy trucks and
tractors, in which we spent
many hours building a net-
work of roads in our drive-
way. Keep in mind that our
driveway was not a beautiful
paved one, or even one with
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AD FOR A 10% DISCOUNT!

JT

u

The Historic Lowry House
Music & Art Summer Camp for Kids

Kids Ages 8-11

* June 16-20from 9-4

At the Lowry House 1205 Kildare St.

Info ca]] 256.489.9200

thelowryhouse@knology.net

History - "Upcycled” Art - Music - Drama

I


mailto:thelowryhouse@knology.net

those tiny little pebbles; it was big river
rocks. It was just pure simple fun, but the
most fun of all was our country toys.

So if you haven't caught on by now,
the country toys were just the ones that
had to be caught, pet and at some point
released. We didn't do snakes, spiders or
the gross ones. We even did a junebug
or bumble bee from time to time. Daddy
would tie a string on a junebug's leg and
we would fly it like a remote controlled
plane. You could say it was like a re-
mote controlled flying bug. Daddy even
caught those big black and yellow bum-
ble bees, you know the one with the yel-
low dot between its eyes that don't sting.
And needless to say, my daddy was the
master of country toys.

I guess we could have started a new
fad. Instead of country toys, we could
have called it Eco-friendly toys, green
toys or organic toys. We were good to
the environment back then and didn't
even know it. | remember one day my
husband Mike and | were walking in
the park on Monte Sano and | caught a
blue tail lizard. 1 thought he was going
to pass out.

My step-daughter, Kaylin, thinks

that | have lost it because | caught one
of those big yellow bumble bees. When
| handed it to her, she ran off screaming.
Hahahah! No matter, my country toys
have given me the most wonderful and
funniest memories of my life.
But the most treasured of my
memories is those of my dad-
dy. Daddy made every day
of my life memorable. He has
inspired my life in so many
ways. He made me see that the
simple things are what you re-
member the most.

By the way, my brother is
Steve Parton. He lives in the
Huntsville area and is the fa-
ther of Jacob and Olivia Parton
and has just become a grand-
father. So, one day real soon
he can gather little Connor Lee
Parton on his lap and share
with him this great story.

Connor may not know his
great grandfather Parton now,

ut with every story told, he
will always live on.

Huntsville Page49

/*

Mary’'s Rugs
Clearance Sale on All Rugs

Choose your Rug and get 20%
off the regular Sales Price

Huge Selection of rugs:

Round Rugs, Hexagon,
all shapes for any room
in your house.

Runners in all sizes
Rectangle Rugs in all sizes

Rugs as small as 21” x 34” (that are washable)
up to 11 ft. x 14 ft. - a rug for everyone!

Open Sat & Sun 9-5 - We're in the East Wing

Located at Limestone Flea MaplLlet, Letween

Atkens on Higkwatj 72

Your Full Service
Garden Center

Full line of shrubs
trees, perennials, herbs

and annuals.

We have hard-to-find items.
Family owned and operated

for 21 years.

EarthTouchr
PRI teRyra Dr- So. - QRGO RRAYy OBOE
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Interesting Predicti

"All traffic will be below or
high above ground when brought
within city limits. In most cities it
will be confined to broad subways
or tunnels, well lighted and well
ventilated, or to high trestles with
moving-sidewalk stairways lead-
ing to the top."

"These underground or over-
head streets will teem with au-
tomobile passenger coaches and
freight wagons with cushioned
wheels. Cities, therefore will be free
from all noises."

John Watkins, predicting what
life would be like in 100 years in the
pages of the Ladies Home Journal,
1900.

"There are not enough society
cream-puffs, political grafters, un-
derworld gunmen or social morons
in the land to prevent the fulfill-
ment of... prohibition."”

Wayne B. Wheeler, General
Counsel ofthe Anti-Saloon League
of America, September, 1925.

"Schools will be open 12
months a year (by 1982). Courses
will be speeded up; instead of a
four year high school education,

ons from the t

three-year plans may be in effect.
Another variation will be stag-
gered semesters - some students
studying while others are
vacationing. This will help
students.”

Changing Times
Magazine, 1957.

"Law will be simplified
over the next century. Law-
yers will have diminished,
and their fees will have
been vastly curtailed. The
regular man can no longer
accept those fees."

Journalist Julius Henri
1900

"Women beware. You
are on the brink of destruc-
tion; You have hitherto been
engaged in crushing your
waists; now you are at-
tempting to cultivate your
mind. It cannot be done!
Beware!! Science pronounc-
es that the woman who
studies is forever lost and
will probably never marry."

Dr. R. R. Coleman, late
1880s.

"With over 50 varieties of for-
eign cars already on sale here, the
Japanese auto industry isn't likely
to carve out a big slice of the U.S.
market."

BusinessWeek, 1979

(256) 883-1602

3312 South Memorial Parkway
Look for these performances

starting soon!

Live in HD: Summer Encores

Summer HD Encore dates vary by
location, so please check with your
local movie theater for all details.

Verdi's Rigoletto
June 18,2014, 7:00 pm

Puccini's La Rondine
June 25,2014,7:00 pm

Verdi's Othello
July 9,2014, 7:00 pm

The Enchanted Island
July 16,2014, 7:00 pm

HALL BROTHERS MOVING

* Office Relocation

* Records Storage

* Guaranteed Pick-up &
Delivery Dates

* Owner on Every Job

* Commercial & Residential

* Licensed, Bonded & Insured

* All Types

" Packaging & Crating
" Antiques & Pianos
Load & Unload

} Hall Brothers
Moving

Licensed & Insured -IBS

All Types of |

g

* Free Estimates 256'539'5322

We Still Believe In Customer Service!



The Drug Store Cowboy

by Calvin L. Holder, Sr.

In the 1950's, when Huntsville was small
and growing and Walgreen's was downtown on
Washington Street where the Grand Theater now
is located, you would find a bicycle sitting outside
in front of the drug store. W.T. Branch, Sr. would
deliver medication all over Huntsville. His job
consisted of keeping the store clean and sometimes
he helped stock shelves and put up stock and de-
liver the medications and other items.

Years later he moved on to Brownie's Drugs
where the laundromat is now located in Five
Points. It was closer to home and easier getting
back-and-forth to work. W.T. took much pride in
his job. He got to know his customers by name. Till
this day he remembers some. He got to where he
wore khaki pants, a khaki shirt and a khaki army
cap. When you would see him coming up the
driveway or walkway you would think he was a
soldier.

He delivered for Walgreen's, Brown-
ie's Drugs, Center Drugs and Medical
Arts Apothecary. When he would
have a large order to get out he would
come by the house to get me or one of
his nephews to go with him in the Ford
pickup. We would put the orders in a
box in the seat between us and would
separate the medications by street and
house number. We would drop off just
as the paper boy would the newspapers.
When we would go back in to the drug

Mike Bryant
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So W.T. jumped in the old 1956 red and
white pickup truck and up the mountain he
went. He was more cross-ways on the road
than straight, but he delivered the medication
to those babies.

W.T. Branch, Sr. is 79 years old now and
has been married for 57 years to my pastor,
Sis. Betty Branch of Rock Cliff Church of God
of Prophecy in Brownsboro, AL.

Free Estimates

store they would say, "Youmeanyou're 256-527-9781 256-527-9846

through with that order?" He would
reply, "Yep! What's next?"
He tried to teach us how to de-

liver and be "A Drug Store Cow- -
boy" but there were only a few SCOtty F [ X I t

around town and W.T. Branch,

Sr. happened to be one of the last Let me help you with any type of

before people started picking up
their own medications. Darden
Heritage at "Star Market" still
remembers W.T. at Five Points.
One time back in 1956, while
W.T. was still working at Brown-
ie's Drugs, there was an urgent
doctor call that came in - there

HOUSEHOLD REPAIR JOBS!

- Painting, 1 room at a time or whole house
"~ Plumbing install & repairs

“ Water damage to any part of your home

” Electrical Repairs of all kinds

were two sick twin baby boys that
lived on Panorama Drive on the
mountain. There was a big snow
on the ground, but W.T. said,
"Even though there is snow those
babies need their medicine and |
believe | can make it up there."

(256) 503-2922 or
(256) 539-7348

15 years Experience

Licensed & Insured
Email sbsmith@hiwaay.net
Visit www.scottyfix.com


mailto:sbsmith@hiwaay.net
http://www.scottyfix.com
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Open Daily 10-5 Sunday 1-5

Located in the historic three-story, 23,000 square-Joot Lombardo
building andfeaturing over 80 dealers

Featured Book for ,
June 2014 Shaver’s

Edited Lj Ed Buckbee Top 10 Books of Local &
Regional Interest

1. The Huntsville Parker: Merrimack
Mill/Huntsville Manufacturing - His-
torical Edition (1955 Reprint) $10

2. Northern Dollars for Huntsville
Spindles - Early Huntsville Cotton
Mills  $10

3. King Cotton to Space Capital: The
Huntsville-Madison County Story- by
Jacquelyn Proctor Reeves $39.95

4. When Spirits Walk: Ghost Stories
of Madison County (back in stock) by
Jacque Reeves $15.95

5. Incidents of the War: Civil War
Journal of Mary Jane Chadick - by
Nancy Rohr $19.95

6. Baby Boomer's Guide to Growing
Up in "The Rocket City” by Tommy
Towery (Back in Stock!) 17.95

7. Madison (Historic City Photos) by
John Rankin  $19.99

8. The Sword of Bushwacker John-
ston - back in stock! 19.95

9. Huntsville by John Kvach, Charity
Ethridge, Michelle Hopkins and Susanna
Leberman $19.99

10. 50 Years of Rockets & Spacecraft
- edited by Ed Buckbee $40

Railroad Station Antiques - (256) 533-6550
Shaver’s Books - (256) 533-7364 Email shaversbks@comcast.net
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