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Jackson County

War of 1812 Pension Application
William Campbell

Edited by Jacquelyn Procter Reeves

On February 14, 1871, survivors of the War of 1812 were allowed, by a Congressional
Act, to apply for pensions for their service in the war. The following series of
applications and letters on behalf of William Campbell of Jackson County indicate it was
not easy to prove one’s service, some 60 years later. He served as a fifer and was a
substitute soldier for James Walker, as well as his own father, Theophilus Campbell.
Misspelled words and incorrect words have been retained as written.

Pension Office
July 31, 1852

Sir — The application of Wm.
Campbell for Bounty Land under the act
of 1850, No. 179.899, has been referred
to the auditor for re-examination who
reports, Theophilus Campbell a fifer in
Capt. Stephen Griffith’s Co., Mississippi
Militia, entered service 2™ Nov. 1813
(term indef.) and served to 2™ Dec.
1813, the expiration of the service. He
receipts the rolls for the whole period.
No evidence of ? nor substitution
mentioned on the rolls. The name of
James Walker does not appear on rolls
of Capt. Grief Johnson, Mississippi
Militia in service from 2™ 1812 to Dec.
1813.

It will be necessary for William
Campbell to furnish the affidavit of
Theophilus Campbell that said William
served as his substitute in Capt.
Griffith’s Co. for above period.

Very respectfully,

R. C. Austin, Esq.

Princeton, Jackson County, Alabama

State of Alabama
County of Jackson

On this the 2™ day of September 1852
personally  appeared  before me
Theophilus Campbell, who, after being
by me duly sworn according to law,
declares that he is the identical person
whose name appears on the original
muster rolls of Capt. Griffith’s Co.
Mississippi  Militia, and further states
that his son, William Campbell, took his
place the same day that the company
was mustered into the service (as a fifer)
and served the length of about one
month and receiving pay and a discharge
in said deponent’s name, which is lost or
mislaid, and further states that William
Campbell done all the service and is
entitled to receive all the credit and
bounty that should have been due my
name on the roles, and states further that
he has not applied for, nor received,
bounty land under this nor no other act.
Nor will he ever ? for bounty land for
said service and waives the right to his
son, William.
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Sworn and subscribed to before me,
James C. Scott, Justice of the Peace.
Signed by Theophilus Campbell.

Bounty Land Claim

On this the 7" day of March, appeared
before me James C. Scott, a Justice of
the Peace, in and for the county and
State aforesaid, William Campbell, aged
about 65 years, a resident of Jackson in
the State of Ala., who being duly sworn
according to law, declares that he is the
identical William Campbell, who was a
substitute in the place of Theophilus
Campbell in the company commanded
by Captain Stephen Griffey in the
Regiment of Infantry, commanded by
Col. Burris in the War with Great Britain
1812 for the term of three months, and
continued in actual service in said war
for fourteen days. That he has heretofore
made application for bounty land under
act September 28", 1850 and received a
land warrant no. (not collected,
application No. 179-899) for forty acres.

He makes this declaration for the
purpose of obtaining the bounty land to
which he may be entitled under the act
approved March 3, 1855. Not having
applied for nor receiving bounty land
only as above acknowledged under this
nor no former act. Signed by William
Campbell.

We, James Campbell and Joseph
Hambrack, residents of Jackson in the
State of Alabama, upon our oaths,
declare that the foregoing declaration
was signed and acknowledged by
William Campbell in our presents, (sic)
and that we believe from the appearance
and statements of the applicant that he is
the identical person he represents
himself to be. Signed by James
Campbell and Joseph Hambrock.

The foregoing declaration and affidavit
were sworn to and I certify that I know
the affiants to be credible persons; that
the claimant is the person he represents
himself to be, and that I have no interest
in this claim. Signed by James C. Scott,
Justice of the Peace.

The State of Alabama
County of Jackson

I, J. G. Dixon, Judge of the Probate
Court of said County, do hereby certify
that James C. Scott, whose name appears
to the above certificate, is and was at the
time of signing the same, and of the
acting Justices of the Peace, duly
commissioned and qualified and that full
faith and credit should be given all his
official acts as such and that his
signature thereto is genuine.

Given under my hand and the seal of
my said office at Bellefonte in said
County on this the 3™ day of September,
A.D., 1855. J. G. Dixon, Judge.

Treasury Department
Third Auditor’s Office
July 21, 18 (unreadable)
No. 179099

Theophilus Campbell, a fifer in
Captain  Stephen  Griffith’s  Co.,
Mississippi Militia, entered the service 2
November 1813, time indefinite, and
served to 2 December 1813, the
expiration of the service. He receipts the
rolls for the whole period. No evidence
of 7. No substitute mentioned on the
rolls. The name of James Walker does
not appear on the roles of Captain Grief
Johnson, Mississippi Militia Co. in
service from 2 Dec. 1813 to 17 Dec.
1813. (Signature unreadable) for Third
Auditor.
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Letter to Commissioner of Pensions,
Washington, D.C.
September 24, 1855

Enclosed please find the declarations
of Joseph Williams, William Campbell,
Lewis Freeman and William Archer and
Ambrose Flanagan for Bounty and
additional bounty land under the act
approved March the 3", 1855 — the
warrants, when issued, you will forward
to my address (Princeton, Jackson
County, Alabama) and oblige. Yours
Respectfully, B. C. Austin.

War of 1812

Declaration of Soldier for Pension
William Campbell

State of Alabama

County of Jackson

On this third day of June, a.d. 1871,
personally appeared before me, David
Tate, Judge and Clerk of the Probate
Court of said County, a Court of Record
within and for the county and State
aforesaid, William Campbell, aged about
71 or 72 years, a resident of Princeton,
County of Jackson, State of Alabama
who, being duly sworn according to law,
declares that he is married; that his
wife’s name was Levina Methvin, to
whom he was married at Salem, Franklin
County, Tennessee, on the 5" day of
August 1821, that he served the full
period of 60 days in the volunteer
frontier service of the United States in
the war of 1812; that he is the identical
William Campbell who enrolled as a
substitute in Captain Stephen Griffey’s
company commanded by Col. Burris at
or near New Market, Madison County,
Alabama, in the latter part of summer
1814 and was honorably discharged at
Frontier Post in ? on or about the latter
days of December 1814, and that he first

served as a substitute in his father’s
place, Theophilus M. Campbell, as a
musician in Captain Griffith’s Co. and
afterwards, Capt. Grief Johnson, came in
and took charge of the Indian frontier
post at which time he was transferred by
consent to said Johnson’s company as a
substitute in the place of James Walker,
who was a private of said company, as a
musician and acted as such for the post
until discharged in December 1814, and
that his discharge is lost or misplaced.

That he, at no time during the late
rebellion against the authority of the
United States, adhered to the cause of
the enemies of the Government, giving
them aid or comfort, or exercised the
functions of any office whatever under
any authority, or pretended authority, in
hostility to the United States; and that he
will support the Constitution of the
United States; that he is not in receipt of
a pension under any previous act; that he
makes this declaration for the purpose of
being placed on the pension roll of the
United States, under the provision of the
act approved February 14, 1871, and he
hereby constitutes and appoints, with full
power of substitution and revocation.

Signed by R. W. Walker of
Washington D.C., his true and lawful
attorney to prosecute his claim and
obtain the pension certificate that may be
issued; that his post office is at Princeton
County of Jackson, State of Alabama,
that his domicile or place of abode is
near Princeton, Alabama.

Treasury Department
Third Auditor’s Office
April 10, 1872

Pension No. 25224

Respectfully  returned to  the
Commissioner of Pensions with the
information that the name of William
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Campbell is not borne on the Rolls of
Captain Stephen Griffith’s Company of
Tennessee Militia, War of 1812 on file
in this office.

Signed by Allan Rutherford, auditor.

Treasury Department
Third Auditor’s Office
October 5, 1872

Respectfully  returned to  the
Commissioner of Pensions with the
information that there are no Rolls of
Captain S. Graffn ey (sic)or Grief
Johnson’s Company of Tennessee or
Georgia Militia, War of 1812, on file in
this office.

Signed by Allan Rutherford, auditor.

Department of the Interior
Pension Office
Washington, D.C.

2 December 1872

Sir, In the pension claim of William
Campbell, No. 25224, as survivor of the
War of 1812, under the act of February
14, 1871, he is requested to furnish this
office affidavits of two competent
witnesses who know personally the fact
that he served as a substitute for
Theophilus Campbell in Captain Stephen
Griffith’s Company, Mississippi Militia,
also, for James Walker in Captain Grief
Johnson’s Company, stating their means
of knowing that he rendered the several
services, giving approximate dates of
enlistment and discharge in both
companies. Please return this letter
therewith.

Very so respectfully, J. A. Barker,
Commissioner.

(editor’s note: apparently this letter was
forwarded, as it was attached to the
following communication.)

Department of the Interior
Pension Office, 1812 Division
February 13, 1873

No. 25224

Respectfully returned to the Third
Auditor. Present with this request that he
re-examine the records and inform this
office whether the name of Theophilus
M. Campbell is borne on the Rolls of
Captain ~ Stephen  Griffith’s  Co.,
Mississippi Militia, and whether there is
any evidence of his having furnished a
substitute by the name of William
Campbell.

By order of the Commissioner, Charles
Slaton, Chief Clerk.

Letter from Martin Clay
Post Master

Princeton, Alabama
April 9, 1873

I, Martin A. Clay, Post Master at
Princeton, Jackson County, Alabama,
certify that I am personally acquainted to
Mr. William Campbell, who is an
applicant for Pension for War of 1812,
who must be about 75 or 80 years of age,
and that he is and has been a loyal man
to the government of the United States,
and I believe him to be the man he
represents himself to be in his original
declaration, and is a man of veracity.

And also personally acquainted with
R. C. Austin and A. Lanzo Hamilton,
who are witnesses to Campbell’s
original declaration, and Joseph Rice,
whose affidavit is enclosed present, and
know them to be men of undoubted
veracity in this community.

Given under my hand at office, April
9, 1873. Martin A. Clay, Post Master at
Princeton, Alabama.
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Letter to R. W. Walker, Esq.
Written from Scottsboro, AL
July 16, 1873

Please find enclosed the papers in case
Wm. Campbell for pension War 1812 —
It is the best proof we can make. Mr.
Campbell, although of the same name, is
not related to me by blood nor marriage.
I have thoroughly investigated the whole
matter and [ am fully satisfied that he is
now and has ever been loyal to the
Government of United States and that he
served more than sixty days in each
Company in which he enlisted and that
he is justly entitled to the pension he
claims under Act of Congress of the 14"
Feby. 1871.

[ am District Commissioner of the
United States for Northern District
Alabama and would certify upon my
honor, that the above statements are true.

Signed by Green D. Campbell. Note. |
am interested in above to amount of one
half of ten dollars fee allowed -
Campbell.

(Editor’s Note: attached to this letter is
another form. Contents of this form
follow.)

To be certified to by an officer of the
United States Court, a United States
Commissioner, an Assessor, Assistant
Assessor, Collector, Deputy Collector of
Supervisor of Internal Revenue, or a
Postmaster.

Official Certificate in regard to
Witnesses.

In the matter of the Application of
Wm. Campbell of Jackson County, State
of Alabama, to be enrolled as a
pensioner under the act of February 14,
1871, in which case Robert C. Austin
and A. Hamilton are witnesses to testify

to the loyalty of said claimant, I hereby
certify that, after a careful investigation,
I am convinced that they are men of
undoubted good character for truth and
veracity and that their statements in the
affidavit referred to are worthy of full
faith and credit. (Signature and title are
unreadable.)

Department of the Interior
Pension Office
Washington D.C.

August 14, 1873

To the Third Auditor

Sir, In the pension claim of William
Campbell, No. 25224, as survivor of the
War of 1812, under the act of February
14, 1871, claimant is requested to inform
this office what rank he held, if any,
while serving in Major Nathaniel Powers
battalion, War of 1812.

Very respectfully, Jas. Sockey, Acting
Commissioner. R. W. Walker, Esq.,
present.

State of Alabama
County of Madison

In the matter of claim for Pension of
Wm. Campbell of Capt. Stephen
Griffith’s Co., Mississippi Militia, also
Capt. Grief Johnson’s Co., Maj. Nat
Power commanding.

Personally came before me, a Justice
of the Peace in and for aforesaid County
and State, Ezekiel Griffith and Joseph
Rice, citizens of the County of Madison,
State of Alabama, reputable and entitled
to credit, and who, being duly sworn,
declare in relation to aforesaid claim, as
follows: Ezekiel Griffith states on oath
that he was well acquainted with Mr.
Campbell in Capt. Griffith’s Co., he,
Capt. Griffith, was his father and he
frequently went to see him and to the
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best of his knowledge. he served in the
Co. of Capt. Gricf Johnson and that he
does not recollect the month but that it
was in the fall of the yecar 1812 or 13. He
has no knowledege of the time that he
enlisted in Capt. Grief Johnson’s Co.,
but is satisfied to the best of his
knowledge that he was in said ?. Docs
not know how long he served, nor docs
not recollect the time of his discharge.

Joseph Rice states that the Co. of Capt.
Griffith was formed in the fall of the
vear of 1812 and that he was acquainted
with Wm. Campbell and saw him with
the Company as fifer of said Company
and has no recollection of sceing him
with Capt. Grief Johnson’s Company but
that such a company was organized here
and has no rccollection when Wm.
Campbell was discharged from said
service.

Theyv also both recognize him to be the
identical man that is applying for the
said pension.

They further declare that we have no
interest in said claim and are not
concerned in its prosecution. Signed by
Ezekicl Griffith and Joseph Rice.

War of 1812

Declaration for pension under act of
February 14, 1871

State of Alabama

County of Madison

On this 28" day of July. A.D. 1876,
Isaac Dcloncy appeared before me. (ink
blotches obscure name of clerk) clerk of
the Circuit Court. a court of record
within and for the county and State
aforesaid, William Campbell appearcd
aged about 78 years, a resident of
Jackson County, State of Alabama, who
being duly sworn according to law,
declares that he is married; that his
wife’s name was Levina Methvin, to

whom he was married to at Salem,
Franklin County, State of Tennessee on
the 5" day of Aucust 1820, that he
served the full period of 60 days in the
military scrvice of the United States in
the war of 1812: that he is the identical
William Campbell who enlisted in
Captain  Stephen  Griffith’s  company,
Nathanial Powers regiment, don’t know
brigade. don’t know division, at New
Market, Madison County, Mississippi
Territory on the 2" day of November
1813, and was honorably discharged at
or ncar New Market, Ala. on the 2™ day
of December 1813 that he served in
Mississippi Territory Militia, musician;
and after said discharge reenlisted in
same command and scrved 60 days
longer, and was then honorably
discharged in Jan’y 1814. Served this
time as musician.

Signed by G. A. Satterficld, Madison
County, William Campbell, Ezekicl
Griffith, and Joscph Rice.

Also personally appeared Ezckicl
Griffith, age 75 years, residing at
Sulphur  Springs, Madison County,
Alabama and Joseph Rice, age 79 ycars,
residing at Ncw Market, Alabama,
persons whom 1 certify to be respectable
and entitled to credit. and who, being by
me duly sworn say: They were present
and saw  William Campbell, the
claimant, sign his name or make his
mark to the foregoing declaration: that
they have cvery reason to believe, from
the appearance of said claimant and their
acquaintances with him, that he 1s the
identical person he represents himself to
be; that at no time during the late
rebellion against the authority of the
United States did he adhere to the cause
of the enemies of the Government,
giving them aid or comfort: and that they
have no interest in the prosecution of
this claim.
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I, Ezekiel Griffith, state that I have
known said William Campbell since
1810, and I, Joseph Rice, stated I have
known said Campbell since the year
1812. Sworn and subscribed before me
this 25" day of July, 1876 and I hereby
certify that the contents of the above
declaration & c. were fully made known
and explained to the applicant and
witnesses before swearing, including the
words and that I have no interest, direct
or indirect, in the prosecution of this
claim. Signed by P.S. Satterfield, Justice
of the Peace.

Letter to Department of Interior
Pension Office

Washington, D.C.

August 1876

Sirs: In pension claim of William
Campbell under act of Feby. 1871, No.
25244, you are informed that the name
of the soldier is not borne on the Rolls of
Capt. Stephen Griffith’s Company of
Mississippi or Tennessee Militia, nor on
the Rolls of Capt. Grief Johnson’s
Mississippi Militia, but one Theophilus
M. Campbell served in Capt. Griffith’s
Company Mississippi Militia from Nov.
2 to Dec. 2, 1813 as Fifer. One William
Campbell served in a company of
Tennessee Militia under a Captain not
named by claimant in which Regiment
Nathaniel Powers was Major. The Land
warrant to claimant was issued upon the
service of Theophilus Campbell. Can the
claimant by filing his signature, or by
any other means identify himself with
his service in Tennessee Militia under
Captain not named? Please return this
letter with the evidence. Very
respectfully, J. W. Babson, Acting
Commissioner.

State of Alabama

Madison County

Letter from P. L. Satterfield
August 19, 1876

P. L. Satterfield, Justice of the Peace in
and for the county aforesaid, personally
appeared Joseph Rice, and made oath in
due form of law and says that where the
name Theophilus Campbell occurs on
the muster roll, ought to be William
Campbell for he was the identical man
who did the service. Served in Capt.
Steven Griffith’s Company as Fifer from
the 2™ of Nov. to 2™ of Dec. 1813 also
in Major Nathaniel Powers Regt. from
Dec. 2 to Feb. 1814 — Grief Johnson Co.
by referring to your Pension Rolls you
will see that the witness who makes this
statement draws a pension by reason of
having been a soldier of 1812, sworn to
before me this day Aug. 19"/76.

Signed by Joseph Rice and P. L.
Satterfield, Justice of the Peace.

Letter to J. A. Bently, Esq.
October 16, 1876

Dear sir: I received a letter a few days
ago concerning Mr. William Campbell;
pension papers requiring him to mention
the names of some other captains who
belonged to the same Regt. I now at the
inst. of Mr. Campbell give you the
names of three other Captains, Captain
Burris, Capt. Evans, and Capt. Hamilton
all belonging to the same Regt. that I
did; that Power being the Commander of
the Regt. Joseph Rice stated to me that
he is quite certain that he served the time
that he stated in his affidavit and that he
drew his land warrant which shows to
any thinking mind that if he was entitled
to his land warrant, he is also entitled to
his pension. The claimant made oath that
he served the full period of 60 days and
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his oath was certified to by 2 witnesses
that claimants oath was entitled to full
credit. Both of the witnesses testified
before me as Justice of the Peace that
they saw claimant in the service, did not
of course see him every day, but have
every reason to believe that he served
the full time which he says he did. If you
grant his pension, you will not have it to
pay long. I saw the old Gentleman a day
or 2 ago who requested me to say to you
when I wrote that he knows of a trust
that he is justly entitled to his pension,
and that he has made all the proof that he
can, having lost his discharge and being
very old and forgetful. The old man can
not walk even one mile and is not able to
do any work and destitute of a means of
support and requests me to say to you if
the evidence that he furnished is
sufficient to grant him a pension, give it
to him, and he will ever feel greatful
(sic) to you for the same. If not, do as
you think is wright (sic) and I will
faithfully abide your decision. Please let
me hear the conclusion of the whole
matter. Address P. S. Satterfield at New
Market, Al. as I live about 10 miles from
any post office.

I am ever yours truly, William
Campbell. (Note: not sure why this
letter, obviously not written by Mr.
Campbell, is attributed to him as author.
The handwriting of Mr. Campbell was
very feeble at this point, and it was not
his handwriting.)

Power of Attorney and Articles of

Agreement
March 22, 1877

Know all men by these presents, that I,
William Campbell, late fifer in Grief
Johnson’s Company, Nathaniel Power’s
Regiment of Mississippi Militia, in the
War of 1812 have made, constituted, and
appointed, and by these presents do

make, constitute, and appoint, George E.
Lemon, of Washington, in the District of
Columbia, my true and lawful Attorney,
for me, and in my name, place, and
stead, with full power of substitution and
revocation, to prosecute my claim for
Pension No. 25224, hereby cancelling
and revoking all previous Powers of
Attorney, if any have been heretofore
given, in this case.

Now, this Agreement witnesseth, that
for and in consideration of services done
and to be done in the premises, I hereby
agree to allow my Attorney, George E.
Lemon, of Washington, D.C., a fee of
$25, which fee shall include all amounts
to be paid for any service in the
prosecution of said claim before the
Pension Office, and said fee shall not be
demanded by, nor payable to, my said
Attorney, except in case of the granting
of my Pension by the Commissioner of
Pensions, and then the same shall be
paid to him in accordance with the
provisions of Sections 4768 and 4769,
Revised Statutes, approved June 22,
1874.

My Post Office address is New
Market, Madison County, Alabama.
Signed by William Campbell and
witnessed by J. W. Cochran and A. W.
Anderson.

I hereby consent to the revocation of
the Power of Attorney heretofore given
me, and to the substitution of George E.
Lemon, of Washington, D.C., as the
Attorney in Claim of Wm. Campbell,
survivor War of 1812, Late Fifer,
company Grief Johnson’s regiment, Nat
Power’s volunteers, Number 25224.
Signed by J. W. Cochran, Attorney of
Record. Witnessed by W. G. Laxson and
D. Lipscomb.

Another piece of correspondence
regarding his pension application:
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New Market, Ala.

Oct. 9, 1877

George E. Lemon, Esq.
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir — I have with great patience
been waiting to hear what the final result
would be in reference to William
Campbell’s application for a pension as
a Soldier in the War of 1812. Over
twelve months ago Mr. Campbell,
through me, made application for a
pension who, from the proof made
already, is unmistakably entitled to a
pension, even portion of the proof that
the pension law required has certainly
been made, and no further demands so
far as proof is concerned having been
made and still no descision (sic) of his
case can be had. Why this is the case, I
must confess, I do not understand, but
one thing I do know, some boddy (sic) is
certainly at fault who it is I am unable to
say. Now permit me to say one thing. I
am personally acquainted with the
applicant and know that he is very old
and infirm and destitute of the comforts
of life, and ere it is long will go down to
the grave and will need no aid from the
Government. Will you, as his ally in
whom he has placed all confidence, look
into the cause of delay that I may be able
to give some reason for the delay when
asked by Mr. Campbell. Please write me
all about the whole matter. Also inform
me what has been done with Samuel
Kees” application. Please answer this
letter with regard to both claims for the
satisfaction of the old veterans. Resp. —
P. L. Satterfield.

Letter from Department of the
Interior

Pension Office

Washington, D.C.

Feby 26, 1880

Confidential
Addressed to Post Master
New Market, Alabama

Sir: In pension claims of William
Campbell under Act of March 9, 1878
No. 25224, you are requested if not
inconvenient to inform this office
whether there is a person of the above
name residing in your vicinity who is
reported to be a soldier of the War of
1812 and you will also please state his
apparent age.

Please return this letter with your
reply. Very respectfully, J. A. Bently,
Commissioner.

War of 1812

William Campbell

Princeton, Jackson Co., Alabama
Capt. Stephen Griffith
Discharged December 1814
Rejected 5 Dec. 1874

Reopened: Feb. 26, 80

Editor’s note: apparently his application
was subsequently approved and his pay
was awarded retroactively, according to
the following communication:

War of 1812
Survivors’ Pension
Alabama

William Campbell, who served as
Theophilus Campbell, rank: Musician
Fifer, Company: Stephen Griffiths,
Regiment: Mississippi Militia.

Issued from Knoxville Agency. He
was awarded $8 per month commencing
March 9, 1878. The certificate was dated
April 12, 1880 and sent to the pension
agent.

Claim of Soldier for Bounty Land
State of Alabama
County of Jackson
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On this the 3" day of November A.D.,
1881 personally appeared before me,
John B. Tally, Judge of Probate for said
county the same being a court of record
within and for the county and State
foresaid, William Campbell, aged 79
years, a resident of Holly Tree in the
County of Jackson in the State of
Alabama, who, being duly sworn
according to law, declares that he is the
identical William Campbell who served
under the name of William Campbell as
a Musician in the company commanded
by Captain Stephen Griffith in the Maj.
Nat Powers regiment of Mississippi,
commanded by Col. Perkins in the War
of 1812; that he enlisted at Mississippi
on or about the 2 day of November A.D.
1813 for the term of three months and
continued in actual service in said war
for the term of 30 days and was
honorably discharged at Madison Co.,
Alabama on the 2™ day of December
A.D. 1813.

That since his discharge from said
service he has resided as follows, viz:
Holly Tree, Jackson Co., Alabama.

The following was his description at
the time of his enlistment, viz: I was a
regular guard on the frontiers of the
Mississippi Territory.

He makes this declaration for the
purpose of obtaining the Bounty Land
(or the Additional Bounty Land) to
which he may be entitled under the act
approved March 3, 1855. He also
declares that he has heretoforc made
application for, and obtained, 80 acres
Bounty land and there is due me 80 acres
Bounty land more.

He hereby appoints N. W. Fitzgerald
& Co. of Washington D.C. his true and
lawful  Attorney, with power of
substitution, to prosecute this. his claim
for land, to receive the Certificate or
Warrant when issued, and to do all other
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acts necessary and proper in the
premises.

Attest (signed by): Nicholas Woodfin,
Tillmon Bryant, William Campbell.

Also personally appeared Nicholas
Woodfin, aged 89 years, residing at
Holly Tree in Jackson County, Alabama
and Tillmon Bryant aged 59 years,
residing at Holly Tree in Jackson
County, Alabama, persons whom I
certify to be respectable and entitled to
credit, and who, being by me duly
sworn, say that they have known the said
William Campbell for 15 years and 2
years, respectively; that they were
present and saw him sign his name or
make his mark.

Cemeteries of Madison Co., AL Volume 2

Limited printing of this 142 cemetery, §-1/2
x11 book now available; 375 pp, approx.
9,000 listings in full-name index, soft
bound. Covers NE quarter of county and
includes communities of New Market,
Harbinville, Skinem, Sulphur Springs, Hazel
Green (east half), Roseboro, Meridianville,
Mountain Fork, Steele Crossing, Hickory
Flats (now Plevna), Hillsboro, Cedar Gap,
Greenfield, Deposit, Maysville, Bell
Factory, Three Forks of Flint, Moores Mill,
Chase, Mercury, Ryland, Maysville,
Brownsboro, Moontown and Monte Sano
Mountain. Contains large cemeteries and
tiny family cemeteries. Includes some
"excepted" graveyards found mentioned in
early deed books and few obituaries. Grave
info. has been correlated with 1850 census
and marriage records which records are also
included and in some cases other family
information. Send $25.00 plus $5.00 postage
to:

Tennessee Valley Genealogical Soc.
P. O. Box 1568
Huntsville, AL 33807-0568




Madison County

White’s Cross Roads School
Contributed by Bettye Perrine

Part 2

Editor’s Note: Bettye Perrine has collected information on local schools from those
who once attended them. Some of the information in the following story was gleaned
from telephone calls with Robert Sublett White and his wife Joyce, as well as Donald
Sublett. Some information was excerpted from pages 21 and 23 of a draft copy of the
History of the Madison County Schools, an undated document written by Madison
County teachers, found in the Huntsville Public Library. We also thank William Sibley
and Barbara Brag for the use of their photographs. The picture of Alvie Lee Sublett is
from the author’s archives.

‘ : < ko,
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WRITE'Ss CROsS FoADS SCHoOL - Near the inter

Pulaski Pike and Bob Wade Lane

(photo courtesy William Sibley)

11



Valley Leaves
White’s Cross Roads School

Madison County

Volume 45, Issue 1
September 2010

White’s Cross Roads, a school located
on Pulaski Pike, was located four miles
north of Hewlett School. According to
an early report card of Mr. Alvie Sublett,
the school was known as the Liberty
School at Whites Cross Roads. Whites
Cross Roads was located where Bob
Wade Lane now crosses Pulaski Pike.
Information from old timers indicated
that there was a school in the Liberty
area as early as 1850.

Minutes of the Madison County Board
of Education reported that on August 26,
1911, the matter of changing the location
of the school in this district was brought
before the board. The decision was
made to locate the school “one-half mile
north of the cross roads or when the road
leaves the pike running west” (Carter’s
Gin Road?) provided the people build
the “house” according to state plans and
if the state appropriated $200. If this did
not work out, the county would provide
funds for running the school, if the
people would provide a house. We do
not know what was done to provide a
school for that term. However, on April
2, 1912, Mr. J. M. McDuffs [James M.
McDuff] and Mr. G. W. White [George
Washington White] and others requested
some state aid toward completion of the
school building they had begun, located
near White’s Store. This was not the
location the board had recommended,
and the approval of the location was left
up to the Superintendent. The school
site, as approved, was several hundred
yards west of Pulaski Pike on the south
side of Bob Wade Lane. It was situated
on the Sublett farm, near the Fairview
Methodist Church, which burned in the
early 1980s.

The school house at White’s Cross
Roads was a typical one room school,
with a bell on a pole at the front door to
call the children “to books.” Mr. Alvie

Sublett now owns the old bell and
proudly displays it in his back yard. Of
course, there was no indoor plumbing,
but the outdoor facilities were located
not more than a block behind the school.
Miss Bessie Simler taught grades one
through six.

When the school closed in 1919, the
children were transported to the new
consolidated school known as Pulaski
Pike School, while others attended
school at Monrovia. The old school
building was used for church services
until 1926.

White’s Store stood on the southeast
corner of the intersection of Pulaski Pike
and Bob Wade Lane. According to
Robert Sublett White and Donald
Sublett, nephew and son respectively of
Alvie Sublett, during their early life, the
store might have been owned by Edwin
Burwell and, probably before this, by a
family with the surname White. During
the author’s lifetime, it was owned by a
black man, Arthur Jacob. He was
displaced from his original property by
the Redstone Arsenal and bought this
store to run. The store ceased to be a
business sometime in the 1960s or 70s,
becoming a dilapidated building as the
years passed. The store was torn down
when Pulaski Pike was enlarged to a
four lane highway, from Huntsville to
this corner.

Robert Sublett White’s wife was Joyce
Moon, whose mother was Jimmie Lee
McDuff Moon, and whose maternal
grandparents were James M. McDuff
and Mattie Mathus McDuff. The
McDuffs lived west of the intersection
on Wade Lane.

G. W. White is believed to be George
Washington White, the great-uncle of
both the author and Robert Sublett
White. This family lived on Beaver Dam
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Road about three miles north on Pulaski The school bell is now hanging at the
Pike. home of Barbara Bragg, Alvie Sublett’s

daughter.

Bell from White’s Cross Roads School
(photo courtesy Barbara Brag)

Alvie Lee Sublett 1911-2001

(photo courtesy of Bettye Perrine)
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Madison County

Hiram Opie Smither
Prisoner of War, CSA

Contributed by Bettye Perrine

Hiram Opie Smither was the youngest child of Samuel and Betsy Smither. He was born
about 1844 in Madison County, Alabama, making him 17 when the Civil War began.
Sometime before June, 1863, he joined Co. K, 4th Regiment of the Alabama Cavalry
(Russell's). Andrew Hentz, brother-in-law to Hiram and administrator of Samuel
Smither's estate in 1863, stated that Hiram was serving as a Confederate soldier in
Tennessee. He was taken prisoner October 3, 1863 at Winchester, Tennessee. He was
first taken to a prison camp at Louisville, Kentucky, and on March 14, 1864, he was
transferred to Fort Delaware on Pea Patch Island in the Delaware River between
Delaware and New Jersey about 70 miles south of Philadelphia.

Fort Delaware during the Civil War

Fort Delaware, completed in 1859, was
built on the marshy island. The five-
sided building and its grounds covered
about six acres. It was originally built to
protect the ports of Wilmington and
Philadelphia.

During the Civil War, beginning in
1862, the island became a prison for
captured Confederates as well as
Southern sympathizers. They were
housed in wooden barracks that soon
covered much of the island. By August
1863, there were almost 13,000
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prisoners. After the July, 1863 Battle of
Gettysburg, the number of prisoners
increased, leading to horrible living
conditions for the prisoners. By war's
end, Fort Delaware held some 40,000
men. The conditions were predictably
notorious, and about 2,900 prisoners
died. Added to this was the
commandant, General Albin F. Schoef,
known by the soldiers as "General
Terror" and  dreaded by the
Confederates.
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The following is a letter written to
President Andrew Johnson by Hiram
Smither. It was found on Footnote.com.

“Fort Delaware Del May the 14th 1865
President Johnson
Sir

I, H. L. Smither of Co K 4th Ala
Cavalry do hear by ask you to have me
released on the Oath of Allegiance so as
I can go home and take care of my old
mother as she has no one to take care of
her. She lost everything she had by fire
last fall when Hood and his army was
North of the Tennessee River. As soon
as I heard of it I petitioned for the oath
and I received a letter from my brother
in Tennessee stating that he would get
me a release if I would take the Oath and
I wrote to him that I was willing to take
it and he told me to write to President
Lincoln and I did so but did not hear
from him. I petitioned for the Oath
before the downfall of Richmond. Please
excuse all my bad spelling and writing
and the paper that I wrote on. Let me
hear from you soon. Please release me so
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as I can go home to my old Mother in
peace.

Yours Truly Friend until death

H. L. Smither, Co. K, 4th Ala Cavalry. I
live at Huntsville, Ala.”

The Civil War officially ended April
9th, 1865 with the collapse of the
Confederate forces and the sur