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The 1860 census showed that Mary Dickson Lanier was still living (given as 
age 83) beside her daughter and grandchild at Independence in Autauga 
County.  By that time, all were widows, but it is interesting that Mary Ann 
Eliza Rawlins Love named a child Eldred (after her father) and another 
Clement – most likely after her maternal uncle who was the guardian of her 
estate for a period while her father was still living.  Since Mary Lanier and 
Mary Ann Eliza Rawlins Love remained as residents of Autauga County for 
an extended period late in life, it is unlikely that they are buried in the family 
cemeteries on the arsenal in Madison County. 
 
On the other hand, the census record for Eldred Rawlins in 1850 is 
somewhat confusing, at least with respect to Alabama enumerations.  There 
was found only one possibility for him to be residing in the state in 1850.  
That was for the household headed by John “Raulings”, age 73, born in 
Tennessee, and living in Cherokee County, Alabama.  His wife is shown as 
“Joannah”, age 66, born in Maryland.  This age difference between John and 
Joannah is not the same as the difference shown in the 1830 and the 1840 
censuses, so it is not at all likely that this is the same family as lived in 
Madison and Limestone Counties.  Furthermore, the Limestone Probate 
Court case files indicate that Eldred’s wife remained in that county 


