JONES CEMETERY, 37-5

Summary Report



JONES CEMETERY, 37-5, Redstone Arsenal, Madison Co. AL
Located west of Hipar Road in the National Guard area, E/2 of S22-T4-R1W.
Access via south end of Triana Blvd., vehicle gate at Buildings 3795 & 3797.
Pedestrian gates near Building 3793. Cemetery about 150 yards west of fence.



JONES CEMETERY, 37-5, Redstone Arsenal, Madison Co. AL
Dorothy Scott Johnson's book CEMETERIES OF MADISON COUNTY,
ALABAMA, Vol. | (1971), recorded this grave as that of MARIA A.
HAWKINS, nee JONES, bom July 17, 1818; died Feb. —, 1888. (Stone broken by 1970)



JONES CEMETERY, 37-5, Redstone Arsenal, Madison Co. AL
Dot Johnson's book adds that Maria A. Jones married Henry L. Ward
on June 13, 1839 and, second, married Wiley T. Hawkins on October 7, 1857.
Mrs. Johnson also stated that she counted 5 unmarked graves in the cemetery.

When visited on January 7, 2003, the cemetery was estimated as being capable
of holding about 24 graves, in 3 north-south rows of 8 graves each.
There were 5 obvious grave depressions in the westernmost row, not counting
the grave marked by the stone for Maria A. (Jones) Ward Hawkins.



The old land records for this cemetery area are given in the inserted images
below:



The above land records show that the first owner of the Southeast Quarter of
S22-T4-R1W was John Couch, who acquired the land from the government
in August of 1809. In 1815 John Couch sold the land to Isaac Jackson.
Albert H. and Dallas J. Jones acquired the land from Isaac Jackson in 1826.
In 1867 Albert H. Jones sold his share of the land to Dallas J. Jones. Maria
A. Hawkins also sold land to Dallas J. Jones in 1867.

The Madison County marriage record index below shows the transition of
Maria A. Jones to Maria A. (Ward) Hawkins:



GENERAL INDEX TO MARRIAGE RECORDS. MADISON COUNTY. Ala
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The index above shows an entry dated 1839 for Maria A. Jones licensed to
marry Henry L. Ward, who owned nearby land. The right side of the page
shows Mrs. Maria A. Ward later licensed to marry Wiley T. Hawkins, in

1857. Obviously, Mr. Ward passed away by 1857. By 1860, the Wiley T.
Hawkins family had moved to Florence, Alabama, as had Albert H. Jones.



The Madison County deed images inserted below show that Albert H. Jones
had moved to Lauderdale County (Florence), Alabama, as a physician and
with Maria’s power of attorney when the deed was executed in 1867. More
noticeably, Maria was living in Havana, Cuba, when the transaction
occurred. It may be that the family had holdings in Cuba for many years,
since none of them were found in the 1830, 1840, or 1850 census records of
the United States. However, there was a Jones family living very near
Archibald McDonnell (who lived on land adjacent to the Jones 37-5
Cemetery), Abraham Beadle, and the nearby Matkin families in the 1850
census of Madison County. This family of Fred Jones included a son named



Dallas J. Jones, who was too young to be one of the recipients of the land
given in 1826 by Isaac Jackson. However, it indicates a close relationship
to the family of Phillip A. Jones, who may well have been a brother of Fred
Jones and possibly even of the more famous Alexander P. Jones of early
Madison County. Alexander P. Jones also lived in the area very near the
Jones 37-5 Cemetery in 1850, according to census records.

One other possibility is based on the fact that some of the records indicate
that there was a “Phillippa A. Jones”. The census record for Fred Jones
showed his wife as “P. A. Jones”, and Isaac Jackson actually transferred the
land to his grandsons Dallas J. Jones and Albert H. Jones. Accordingly,
they did not have to be adults to “purchase” the land from Isaac Jackson.
This strongly suggests that Isaac Jackson had a daughter named Phillippa A.
Jackson, who married Fred Jones or Phillip Jones and produced the
grandsons. A check of the records inserted below confirms some of this
logic.
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From the marriage record index, posted on-line by the Madison County
Records Center:

Jones, Frederick Jackson, Phillipa Vol. 1 p. 308 25 Mar 1817
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In 1860, Albert H. Jones was found in Lauderdale County, as was Wiley T.
Hawkins with a wife “Mary A.”, who undoubtedly would be Maria A. Jones
Ward Hawkins.
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The Wiley T. Hawkins family was only two pages away (should be “62”, not
“32” as shown in the caption) from that of Albert H. Jones in the 1850
Lauderdale County census, in District 2 of Florence.
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None of the children shown above in the Wiley T. Hawkins family would
have been borne by his 2" wife “Mary A.” (Maria Jones Ward Hawkins),
since they only married in 1857, and the children were older.

An expanded view of the pertinent portion of the census page is shown
below.
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Maria’s Power of Attorney document to Albert H. Jones gives some insights
into her holdings:
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Going back to the marriage record of Fred Jones to Phillippa A. Jackson in
March of 1817, it is suggested that Maria A. Jones was likely a daughter of
Fred and Phillippa. Maria was born in July of 1818 in Alabama, per the
tombstone and census records. Similarly, the 1860 census showed that
Albert H. Jones was born in Alabama around 1822, so he also could have
been a child of Fred and Phillipa. The deed in 1826 from Isaac Jackson to
his grandsons Albert H. and Dallas J. Jones implies that they were brothers
or first cousins. However, the Dallas J. Jones who received the land from
his grandfather Isaac Jackson in 1826 could not possibly have been the same
Dallas J. Jones shown in the 1850 household of Fred Jones. That child of
Fred and Phillippa Jackson Jones was listed as age 10 in 1850, so he was
born about 1840. In other words, he was not yet born in 1826, when Isaac
Jackson gave his grandsons some land. (Even Albert H. Jones would have
only been about 4 years old at the time of Isaac’s gift of land, assuming that
this is the same Albert H. Jones that appears in the 1860 census.) It is not at
all likely that Fred and Phillippa would have given two of their sons the
same name (Dallas J. Jones — one born before 1826, and one born in 1840),
but that is possible. The practice has been observed in other families in old
census records, but it is quite rare and usually is done when the older child
has died. Still, there had to be a very close relationship of Maria A. Jones
Ward Hawkins and Albert H. Jones and an older Dallas J. Jones for all of the
land records to fit with the census data. Today, the exact nature of that
relationship is unknown.

While the precise reasons are also unknown for Maria A. Jones Ward
Hawkins to have been residing in Havana by 1867, it may well be a similar
case to other former Confederates who were known to have fled to Brazil
when the Civil War drew toward a close in 1865. Whole colonies of
Confederate States families moved to Brazil to continue living with the
slavery and cotton-based system, so it would not be unexpected that some
also went to Cuba for the same reasons. Whatever the reason, at least Maria
came back (or her body was brought back) to be buried here. Others of her
family and former neighbors are probably also buried in the Jones 37-5
Cemetery, but their identities can only be guessed today.

Prepared by John P. Rankin, August 26, 2005; revised September 19, 2005
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