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JORDAN   CEMETERY,   45 - 1 
 

 
Summary   Report 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
This cemetery is located on the southwest side of Mariner Road, just east of 
Dodd Road.  In fact, it is near the northern end of Mariner Road, less than a 
quarter mile from Mariner’s junction with Dodd.  There is a gate at that 
junction, Gate C-14.  However, the gate is kept locked to control access to 
this hazardous test area operated by Marshall Space Flight Center.  Access 
can be gained via the control point at the guardhouse a mile south of C-14 on 
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Dodd Road.  Upon issuance of a gate pass, one can drive into the controlled 
area (assuming there is no hazardous testing in progress in the area) and 
back north to the cemetery, which is located in the NW/4 of S5-T5-R1W. 
 
The cemetery has an old wire fence around its perimeter.  It is not enclosed 
by a modern chain link fence of the type found around most cemeteries on 
the arsenal, perhaps because this area is NASA-controlled.  There are about 
50 graves in evidence at the cemetery, but it has room to contain between 80 
and 100 graves, if filled.  There is only one inscribed marker as of December 
16, 2002.  However, there are 4 small concrete markers in the shape of a 
cross and several fieldstones plus a few metal flower holders in the 
cemetery. 
 
The inscribed marker is for Beulah Love, with birth date given as April 17, 
1880 and death date as January 3, 1925. 
 
 

 

 



  

 
 

JORDAN CEMETERY, 45-1,
Redstone Arsenal, Madison County, AL 12-16-02.
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There are several other obvious graves, and some fieldstones and rock 
borders to mark the burial plots.  However, there were no other inscribed 
tombstones found in the cemetery.  The overviews of the features of the 
cemetery are provided below: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

A close-up photo of this area of the cemetery is shown below: 
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The photo below shows some unusual markers.  It is not clear whether they 
were meant to be tombstones without inscriptions or whether they could 
have at one time been supports for table tombs. 



  

 

JORDAN CEMETERY, 45-1, 
Redstone Arsenal, Madison County, AL 12-16-02
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With Beulah Love’s marker being the only inscribed tombstone in the 
cemetery, there were two approaches to research.  One involved determining 
just who Beulah Love might have been.  The other centers around land 
records.  Both avenues were pursued successfully. 
 
Beulah Love was first found by researching the marriage records for grooms 
with the surname of Love, assuming that she was married to get that name.  
From this search, a marriage record was found for Beulah Smith to wed a 
Moses Love in Madison County: 
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The Love marriage record index pages for early Madison County are shown 
below: 
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The first page of the Love marriage record index shows pre-Civil War 
marriages of the white residents.  The only one that was known to live in the 
area that is now arsenal land was Joel R. Love, who married Harriet McLeod 
in 1849.  George McLeod was a sheriff and Justice of the Peace in early 
Madison County days, and he owned land around the holdings of Hughy 
Smith and the Timmons family in the southeastern portions of what became 
arsenal property.  However, Joel Love was not found in the Madison County 
census records until 1870, after the Civil War and the emancipation of his 
slaves.  The 1850 slave census of the county shows that 16 slaves were 
owned by Joel R. Love.  The 1860 Madison County slave census shows that 
31 slaves were owned by Joel R. Love.  In 1870, Joel lived in Huntsville, in 
Ward No. 1, and his household included what may have been a niece.  She 
was listed as Jane Hill, age 29, noted as “idiotic” on the extreme right side of 
the page, which was truncated to allow for a more readable image here.  The 
household of Joel Love also included a family of Love-surnamed blacks who 
had probably been his slaves in earlier times. 
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The marriage of Beulah Smith to Moses Love shows on the second page of 
the index provided earlier.  The index and the actual certificate both say that 
the marriage was formalized and recorded in 1914.  All of these pages of 
marriage record indexes contain marriages of some of Beulah’s in-laws, as 
will be seen later, but at least the name of Beulah’s husband was learned in 
this manner, and that allowed them to be found in the census records: 
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This 1900 census record shows Moses Love “Jr.” at age 21 married for 1 
year to “Beula”.  There is no question that this is the correct couple, but their 
marriage was apparently not actually recorded at the courthouse until 1914, 
several years after their “common-law” marriage.  Their household included 
a child, Mary A., living with them in Whitesburg Precinct / Beat 6.  That 
area included Green Grove and Pond Beat communities.  Beula had borne 2 
children, but only 1 was living, per the data recorded above. 
 
It should be noted that a nearby household was headed by Henry J. Love.  At 
first glance, it would be logical to assume that Henry was the father of 
Moses, but the “Jr.” on Moses’ name indicates that there may be a Moses Sr.   
While Henry is the right age (49) to be Jr.’s father, it is believed that Henry 
was an uncle to Moses Jr., but census records to prove that would have to 
pre-date the Civil War, covering 1850 and 1860 to have the names of family 
members other than the head of household.  Accordingly, that avenue of 
investigation would not be productive for slaves, who were not named in 
those censuses.  As a remote possibility of finding free blacks named Love 
before the Civil War, the 1860 census was checked for black Love families, 
but none were found. 
 
Since the 1890 census records were accidentally burned in the Federal 
warehouse in Maryland in the early 1900s, they cannot be checked for 
earlier entries of Moses Jr. in a household headed by a Moses Sr.   However, 
Moses Jr. was born before 1880, per the 1900 census age shown as 21 for 
him.  Therefore, the 1880 census was checked: 
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This page of the 1880 record shows both Moses Sr. and Jr. in one household.  
According to this data, Moses Sr. was born about 1834 in Virginia of parents 
both born in Virginia.  (The “Virginia” data has been truncated in order to 
have a readable-sized image here.  The complete page is to be found on the 
CD-ROM for this cemetery that was supplied to the Army Environmental 
Management offices.)  Martha, the wife of Moses Sr. and the mother of 
Moses Jr., cannot be researched further, due to there being no record of their 
marriage in the Madison County indexes.  Of course, their marriage was 
probably not recorded anyhow, due to their union probably being effected on 
a slave-owning plantation before the Civil War.  That supposition is 
supported by the age of their child Rufus, shown as 19 in 1880, meaning that 
he was born to the couple around 1861, before the Emancipation 
Proclamation was issued or enforced. 
 
The 1870 census gives more details of this family: 
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The census of 1870 shows that the family included an older son than Rufus.  
He was Adolphus, born into slavery in 1860.  At least he was freed by the 
age of 5.  Adolphus / Adolfus is also found living near Moses in later census 
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records, as are several of his brothers, which will be shown later.  At this 
point, it should be noted that the 1880 census showed the family of Moses 
Love Sr. in Township 4, Range 1 West.  However, the 1870 census shows 
them living in Township 5, Range 1 West, which is where the Jordan 45-1 
Cemetery is located.  The 1900 census page that showed Moses Jr. and 
Henry J. Love stated that it was for the Whitesburg Precinct / Beat 6, which 
is in Township 5, Range 1 West.  It appears that the family moved north 
from the Green Grove area to the area now roughly bounded on the west by 
Rideout Road and on the south by Martin Road.  In other words, Moses 
Love moved his family from the Pond Beat area to land that is now north of 
Martin Road by 1880.  Yet, in 1900, when neither Moses Sr. nor his wife 
Martha can be found in the census records (probably due to death), their 
sons are living back in the Pond Beat area of Township 5, Range 1 West. 
 
Since checks of the 1860 and earlier census records would be futile for 
slaves, only the later years were researched to see what became of this 
family.  The 1900 census record for Rufus is shown below: 
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In 1910, both Rufus and Moses Jr. are found on the same page of the census:
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The above record gives the age of Moses Jr. as 40 in 1910.  He should be 
age 31, since the earlier records indicate that he was born in 1879.  When the 
census enumerator came by his house in 1910, he may have been in distant 
fields or on a trip to town, and then the information about him may have 
been approximated by guesses offered by his “hired woman” or the “hired 
boy” in the household.  If so, then it would indicate that Moses had aged 
prematurely, for them to assume that he was 9 years older than his actual 
age.  Note that the “hired woman” was a widow, just as Moses Jr. was 
shown as widowed.  She had borne 6 children, of whom only 1 was still 
living in 1910.  This census page also included the listing of the household 
of Peter Love, another brother of Moses Jr.  The relationship to Ethel Love, 
the 18-year-old female head of household along the same “Burton Road”, is 
unknown. 
 
The 1920 census has Rufus, Mary J., and Adolfus Love heading households 
near one another on the same page.  They are still living in the Whitesburg 
Precinct, or in the Pond Beat area.  The details of the “lost” information 
from the truncated right end of the census page was downloaded, and it can 
be viewed on the files contained on the CD-ROM provided to the Army.  All 
heads of household were always listed with the occupation of “farmer”.  
Moses Jr. was not located in this census year by using the Ancestry.com 
search methods, but he was found in the 1930 census, as inserted 
immediately after the 1920 image below: 
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Moses Love Jr. was shown in the 1930 census at about the right age, but he 
listed his father as born in South Carolina, rather than Virginia.  Likewise, 
Moses listed his mother as born in Alabama, but earlier records said that 
Martha Love was born in Virginia.  Still, such changes in the birthplaces of 
parents are not at all unusual from one census to the next, unfortunately for 
researchers.  Nearby are households headed by Frederick Love (age 19) and 
Walter Love (age 18).  Of special interest is the second line on this image of 
the census page.  It has Mary Lightford, at age 48.  A tombstone in the 
Fennil / Fennell Cemetery (56-1) is inscribed with “Mary Lightford, 1883 – 
1932”.  The age and location fits pretty well for this to be that person.  The 
Thomas Lightford at age 28 heading the household adjacent to Frederick 
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Love would likely be a child of Mary and Claudie Lightford.  If so, they may 
all be buried together in the Fennil / Fennell Cemetery. 
 
There are many records of land transactions involving the Love family on 
the land that became arsenal property.  They are photographed and put on 
the CD-ROM provided to the Army offices.  Some of the more interesting 
points about the family are that Moses Love (Jr.) was a trustee of the Center 
Grove Methodist Episcopal Church in 1943 and swore in 1941 about Adie 
Jacobs’ ownership of Nancy T. Graham’s old land, stating that he had not 
moved for 60 years. 
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State of Alabama
Mod Ison County

IQt'TT CLAIM DEED 
I «cptffmaw a co., inc.

IBVmSS^NTFR^POVF MKTHODTPT FPIPCOPAL CHHPCH >“5

Know All Men By These Preeente, That the undersigned I fchlfftaan At Company, Incorporated, 
a corporation, as party of the first part, for and in consideration of One Hundred ($100.00) 
Dollars to it cash in hand paid this day by Arthur Jacobs, Frank Jacobs, Mose Lore, Walter 
Jacoba, Aaron Burns, Percy Joiner, and David Barley, as Trustees of Center Grove Methodist 
episcopal Church, as parties of the second part, receipt of which Is acknowledged, does hereby 
Tesire, release, quit clala and convey to aald parties of the second part, all of Its right, 
title, interest, claim and demand in and to the following described lands in Madison County, 
Alabnna, to-wlt:

All that triangular lot of land lying southwest of the public road In the Southwest oomer 

of the Southeast quarter of Sec"on 17, township 3 Range 1 West of Huntsville Meridian, in 

Madison County, Alabama, containing about One (1) acre, more or leas.

To Have And To Hold the tract or parcel of land above described, together with all and 
singular the rights, privileges, tenements, appurtenances and Improvements thereunto bolonlng 
or In any wise appertaining unto said pertlea of the second port, and unto their successors and 
aaslipis forever.

Whereof, I. SchlffMan * Company, Incorporated, a Corporation as aforesaid, has 
its tO h* dulJ •’"’®utod by and through its President, and duly attested by
co^^^t^^^rof^r^f &3:0PP0Mt’ ”‘1 t0 bO fifrtX#d fO" “d “ th’ -et "

Attest: (REAL)
L.B. Goldsmith, Jr.
-eeretery and Treasurer.

°f Alebama 
Madison County

• * ‘■' ■'b-bb' befom r» on thl. d.T thnt b.ln, ^nbn >-L.nC°n''“n<1 "h° Bpe to)0Bn bo

Glven under my hand this the 5th 

Company, incorporated, a Corporation 
By Goldinnlth, Ito President

’KJ? Of Al«b*n*
“•dlaon County

In thli ofr?^ owt’fy that the within 
office on the 26 day of March,

d*y of March, lf»43.

Wa> W Davis 
Notary Public.

•*?d foregoing instrument of wrltlna 
IMS at 11,00 o'clock A M and

Thoe W Jone a, Judge
of AIAsim, Madison County

•• ’■•qulred*^ followln« Privilege

(SEAL)

_ waa filed for record 
duly recorded.

of Frobate.

been paid on the within lnatrissect 

of Prohata.

t ox haa

Thoa W Jonea, Judge
f i
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iy\aT> . t»- AV 
jaU&K I to Stet of ilabana

: 
(

I'A'llaon County
Addle Jaoobs 
To AT. ldavit 
Zero Jacobs

.. .< X .... — the undoraltnod authority in and for said state and county
' orsoi.-lc ap cared before no the un r, deposes .nd says as follows:

Addle Jacobs, who la known to no, who, bolng duly sw rn. aep< »«. J

. ... » u- t —« y D 4. Huntavllle, Ain., whhro I have lived for •Xj- name is addle Jacobs, “b "J.® Jacobs who died on >r about the 29 day of
the eat 30 P0”-" L,.xor " Thero was no administration for tho ostate or -ally Jacoba v4.
“l’bhe debts v.lch she owed at’the tine Of hor death have
Alva Jacoba who died on or about the yoar 1910. Tnore wus no odralnlatratl n upon his estate ill 

all of bls debts have been paid;

Sworn to anJ subscribed before rie thio 14 day of Ootobcr, 1>41.

Addle Jacobs.
i 
r

ulUlan S. Onlvo, Notary .'ublio (3LAL)
My o'nnlsslon expires Fob 17, *45 

3»<ite of Alabans
Madison County

I hereby oertlfy that tho within and forogolng Instrument- of writing was filed 
in this office on tho 8 day of ~«y 1942 at 1:45 o'clock P V. and duly eooordod.

Than. W. Jones, Ju4,-e of Probate

for racort

*1

«CV1 utw)))) )0CC4x«<.v <

Moses Love 
To Affidavit
Zero Jacoba

State of Alnbnm

I

a rd

Madison County
• ■oreonally appeared before ne the undersigned authority, in and for nald state 

Honan Love, who la icnian to no and who being duly sworn, deposes and ouyn ns follows:

“n? 10 Lovo< 1 reside at Route | U, Huntsville, Alabnnn, whore X he’8
bv iddia °?r?' f“nUlttr with the lr.dB donorlbod below, whloh BI? "°T0 ;uU‘
A* H^kln b81ou8°* to Hanoy T. Crahom, who devised them by will »0.
viveri^tur^th^nx^1? iUilai^ i‘aakin convoyod tho sold lands to Zrank Jnooba, «»o 
veyod in turn tho anno lands to Jmlly Jacoba and Alva Jaoobs.

Those lands are known and doacrlbod os follows:

AU that part of tho uouthoaat 1/4 of Seotion 21, Townuhlp 5, South, nans- --------
rtloularly described a. beginning at a point on tho quarto: oootlon lino 15.20 chains 5°“^

HOBRO 1 ,Bd "rj
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After all of the research into Love family association with the land of the 
arsenal, it leaves the question open as to why the cemetery has been known 
as the Jordan Cemetery.  A check of older land records puts some light 
upon that question, beginning in 1818 with Nancy Auld’s purchase (as 
“devisee” of Isaac Jackson, deceased – who likewise figured in the land 
dealing associated with the Jones Cemetery, 37-5) from the government of 
the NW/4 of S5-T5-R1W, where the cemetery is located: 
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North 
South 
South
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blank

PART OF SECTION

North

South East 
South West

Fraction 
Fraction 
Fraction 
Fraction 
Fraction 
Fraction 
Fraction 
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Fraction 
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Fraction 
Fraction 
Fraction 
Fraction

A II 40.00

B II 40.00
C II 40.00
D •• 56.00
E II 40.00
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H II 40.00
J • 1 67.50
K II 41.30
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Bdy
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Number of

TO WHOM SOLD OR GRANTED

Dal* of Silt
Location or Grant ^’"‘fKaia

»' Warrant

Thomas Freeman 
*Assigned to Suj
Andrew Beirne 
Sugars Turner. 
Heirs of Thos.

Richard Wallace Anderson
George Horton. Asse
George Horton
George Horton. Asse 
Thos. Turner, Asse 
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Old Chickasaw Boundary 
Old Chickasaw Boundary 
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Martin 
Martin 
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13003
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The transitions of land ownership in that section are further documented in 
the INDEX TO LANDS prepared by G. W. Jones & Sons, Inc.: 
 

 
 
 
 
The INDEX shows that Auld transferred title to the land in 1836 to B. C. 
Lanier (and his brothers, Isaac and William).  Part of that land was 
transferred to Robert Wilson in 1856 as a result of bankruptcy of Burwell 
Clinton Lanier.  Laura Lanier sold some of the land to Carrie and Kate 
McCalley in 1896, and Ada E. Lanier transferred more of the NW/4  to 
Milton H. Lanier in 1908.  Milton H. Lanier sold land in the NW/4 of 
Section 5 to Moses Love in 1914, the year that Moses recorded his marriage.  
There were apparently two Milton H. Laniers in the area during the same 
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years.  This land transaction is believed to be with the black Milton H. 
Lanier, as opposed to the white Milton H. Lanier who was an attorney in 
Huntsville. 
 
It was never quite clear in the INDEX TO LANDS as to how the Jordan 
family came into possession of any part of Section 5.  The name never was 
listed among the Grantees, receiving the land.  However, Llewellyn & Ella 
Jordan are shown as Grantors for some of the land in the NW/4.  In 1913 
they executed a “Timber Deed”, selling rights to cut timbers on the land.  In 
1918 there are entries to show that they mortgaged and then sold some of the 
land in the NW/4.  Since they obviously held ownership for a time, it would 
seem that they must have used the cemetery to bury some family members at 
some time.  The cemetery then was also shared with the adjacent 
landowners, the Love family.  Thereby, it was known as the Jordan 
Cemetery, because it most likely was on the parcel owned by the Jordans.  
Unfortunately, the Llewellyn & Ella Jordan family was not found in the 
census records of Madison County for the years 1900, 1910, 1920, or 1930.  
At least the Love association with the cemetery is confirmed by the presence 
of the little tombstone for Beulah Love, wife of Moses Love, Jr.  Beyond 
that, it is only conjecture and guesswork that suggests that more of their 
family and perhaps some of the Jordan family are buried there, until other 
records may be found. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prepared by John P. Rankin, August 27, 2005 


