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Doctor William Simpson

William Strnpum waa bom 17R0. at FUllynabrry, Caunlt U>n
donderry. Ireland and died in 1816. near Ditto’s Landing. Muhi»-
Mppt Territory ' He wae bunrd al Hobba laland, MadiMtn county,
Alabama in an unmarked grate.*

In Ireland William Sonparn received » rommieaion a» a Mb><k
m the United Irishmen Thia waa a PmU-aLant orgamzatUMi whuwr
coal WM tn gain equal rrprvwrnlation in the Bntiah Parliament for
Ireland a Catholic*. After the unaucceaaful rebellion of 179M,
William Simpwon wa* raptured, and on March 12. 1798. wa> con-
victed of Treaaon, and Mtnlenced to hang nt Bantry Bay Hr wn»
‘rnpriwied in the Dcmegal Arma for a abort time, then released on
hail, on condition hr rule himarlf from (hr Bntiah Empire Hr
received an American passport and migrated to the United States
nhout 1806* William Sm|Mwm IrA the rmrrald lair with hia wilr
Marguerite, and quite puaaibly a younger brother, George Stmpwon
accompanied them to Amrnrn Marguerite waa pregnant with
William** child and gave birth to their daughter Mary Simplon
while on the voyage over

Dr. Simpaun and hit family came to .Madiaon county, in 1K4J7
when it waa part of the MiaeiaAippi Territory poor to Alabama
atatohood. They were among thr firat white arUlere of what ia now
Ditto** Landing. Alabama

Dr Himpaon wan lialrd in (hr 1HO09 equattrra rrnau*.* and
tiaked out a aquattor * claim near Ditto Landing then purchaaed H
from the government land officr in 1809. and went on to aniu*«
large land holdings m the area * He waa very active tn the forma
tion of Madison
county Government
Hr M»rved on numer-
ous court caret. * wa*
an overseer for the
public road, and
was a charter mem-
ber of Madison
Lodge Number 21.
the first Masonic
Uidge in Alabama '

During the War of
1812 William Simp
eon aerved as a Pre-
vale and a Surgeon
in the 7th MiM&isdippi
Regiment " Colonel
Peter Prrluna* Bat-
talion of Miaaiaaippi
Mililia hum Mailiaun
county Prrkin« Hat
taiion camo under
General John Cof-
fee's command in
October 1813. and
fought for Andrew
Jackaatn in Alabama
agmnsl the Red
Sucks, a wi band of the Creek Nat»*»i. Al HorwshiM B«*nd.
Dr S<mpMci help uivv thr wtninded leg r>f * young aiddser named
“Mmurl Hi*u«lon whe Ldt»r became PreMdmt rd the Republic of
Texan. Dr Sumpwm's death wa* apparently lhe result nfan rpsdt-m
i n| ~>m« unknown malady after the war waa > r

After William Simpavn death, hta widow. Murguerite married
thr Hon Hopkins loacy nn July Ifi IM17 m M idi»<>ri courttv
Mno-isstppi Territory  Hopkins Lacy waa born about 1763. at
Halifat county, Virginia nnd died Frhrtuirv 9. 1*31 ne«r Drtto'a
Landing. Alabama. He la buried bevidr his brothers and their
Ismilira in the Barter rrmKrry Larva Spreng Alibnrnn  Hop
kina Lacy was the older brother of Throphilu* and John Lacy,
whom Lacy « Spreng, waa named

Hupkin* Lacy wa* a member <4 th* T«jtine»»re Huu« of IUpre-
rentwtivra. and Attorney <imcral for thr district nf Wa«hmgtor.
prior tn TefWtoaare -latrhiMd * A close firn nd of John Coffo* and
Andrew* Jackson Mr Lacy accumpemed them to Alabama after
thr Creek upriRing in 1*13 Aftiv hostilities ended |lopkins Lucy
remained tn Madison county and hreamr dearly xsaonatrd with
Ib- Uilbam Simpkin Miirgumt* prrre«fod her huabnnd Hopkins
Lacy ia death, she died before August 19 IMJl»

Margtirrvtr had thr fallowing children | Man Simpaon born
INjt|. un the boat coming from Ireland Married May 22, 1M22
Gworgr W Mel.rod * **hr died Mi»v 23 1837 at Mardi*villr Maha
mi 2 John Simpaon bom 1M1l al Ditto- Landing. Mississippi
Territory Mnrnrd Nmomhrr 18. IMn Margaret Ann Dickson a
Hi- <lvcd January 27. I*7ti. at I**«nd Heat, Alabama * | Martha
i inc Cocke Lacy horn 181* -it Ditto* Landing MUaiKsippi Tcm-
+ rv Married Septrmlar 24 [1*V». Dr Albert Husvall. Jr Sht
died January 20. 1864. at Huntavii’r, AfohnnKi ’

Dr Smpson and hi* wife Margin nto wi re buried b< ud« <m*
another at Hobbs Island, Alabama, hut lheir grave* srre arvrr
found In Jfoptrmbcr 198* i Veteran Administration marker
*sa* placed aL the Simpaon cemetery commrmoruting Dr. Simp-
- n'u service in the War of 1812. by hi- great-grvat-gn at-grand-
*ori, Dennis Simpaon Thr Simpaon remelrry. located east nf
ffodd Road inside Teat Area. I. is a small plot containing sever-
al DMh century burials

The cemetery was eetoblit-hed by Dr Simpson - -*»n J*ihn. whore
family and drerrwdant* lived for mam years on land that lire .ime
Redstone Arsenal The memorial service included a rn>iitan color
guard, a 21 gun salute which was fallowed by t*pa Pie dedication
was attended by numerous family member*, a contingent and the
two tup Ma*on* m Alahomn

William Smpeon‘'a deMend-inte indtsde Ih< IIm 1>*¢tid * amp
eIl Humphrey*. Judge far the Supreme Court of the District nf

JuA* NiaipAPh

Heritage of Madison County, Alabama, Vol. 45; page 408

10



