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SIMPSON – JONES   CEMETERY,   65 – 3 
 
 
 

Summary  Report 
 
 
 

This cemetery is located in the Northeast Quarter of Section 18, Township 5, 
Range 1 West.  It is within Test Area 1, at the northern edge of Sheet 14 of 
the General Site Map series of October 1986. 

 
 

     
 
 
 

A common marker has been put in the center of this little cemetery to 
commemorate the names of several Simpson family members who are 
known to be buried here.  In fact, it is claimed by descendants that there 
were other individual tombstones for these family members in the cemetery 
in the past.  Some of the tombstones were apparently removed some time 
ago by unknown persons.  There is a singular tombstone inscribed for “Mary 
Lou Jones, daughter of A. G. & Z. M. Proctor”.  That is the only basis that 
can be determined for the inclusion of the name “Jones” in the name of the 
cemetery on Army maps.  However, it has been determined that this Mary 
Lou Jones was surnamed “Proctor”, not Jones, and that Jones was 
apparently a “given name” applied to this infant in honor of family friends – 
not relatives.  There is absolutely no evidence of any Jones family member 
being buried in the cemetery or ever owning any of the land around it.  
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Accordingly, the name of the Cemetery should be simply the SIMPSON 
CEMETERY. 
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This little tombstone is strange not only due to the ambiguous way of 
inscribing the name, but also because it is now facing the large common 
Simpson monument in the center of the cemetery.  Of course, the common 
monument was not there when the little marker was originally emplaced. 
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This view of Mary Lou Jones Proctor’s marker is provided in order to afford 
a better perspective on the birth and death dates.  She only lived for 2 weeks. 

 



  

   
 

 SIMPSON CEMETERY, Redstone Arsenal, Madison Co. AL, Jan. 28, 2003
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While the death date above on the stone for 11-year-old Juriah Simpson is 
the earliest inscribed in this cemetery, Juriah was not the oldest of the 
Simpsons to be buried here.  Below is the marker for Margaret A. Simpson, 
born in 1816: 
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This stone for Emma Simpson Stubbs, who died at age 31, is the last of the 
individual tombstones to be found in the cemetery. 
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There was another tombstone installed in this cemetery in 1988, but it was 
not seen on January 28 of 2003.  What happened to it is not known.  The 
inserts below explain that marker’s history: 
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Additional information about the Simpson family history, including a 
statement that the marker to commemorate Dr. William Simpson was 
emplaced in 1988, is found in the insert below: 
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Doctor William Simpson (Continued)
Columbia who was appointed by President Ulysses Simpson 
Grant General John Alexander Steger. Madison county’s last Con
federate Soldier John Russel Simpson, President of the Home
Stake Royalty Company. The Home-Stake companies are 
leaseholders of one of the richest oil fields in the world Dr. Samuel 
Allen Wilkinson whose putients included the father of President 
John F. Kennedy; Queen Frederika of Greece; Mohandas Gandhi; 
and Sir Anthony Eden, Prime Minister of Great Britain. Dennis 
William Simpson author of The Descendants of Doctor William 
Simpson.’ a copy has been donated to the Heritage Room of the 
Huntsville Library Dennis is District Deputy President General 
for the Pacific District of the General Society of the War of 1812, 
and President Emeritus of the Society of the War of 1812 in the 
State of California He is a charter member of the First Families of 
the Tennessee Valley, and a life member of the Limestone County, 
Alabama Historical Society Submitted by: Dennis William Simpson 
Post Office box 17084. Encino. CA 91416-7084
Sources 'Dorothy W Potter, ‘Passports of Southeastern Pioneers, 
1770 1823," iBaltmore. .Maryland Gateway Press, Inc , 19821. p 158

National Society of United States Daughters of 1812; National No 
4156; Tennessee State No 57, Application papers of Mrs Samuel 
Allen Wilkinson, Nee laiura May Simpson

'Inventory of the Estate of William Simpson, 1816. Madison County. 
Alabama File No 1024

‘J.C Fox. 'Simpson and Allied Families,' in Americana Illustrated. 
(New York. New York The American Historical Company, Inc 1942'. 
Vol XXXVI. No 4. p 10

‘Rebellion Papers from the State Paper Office, Dublin Castlr. 
Dublin. Ireland, dated 1802, #0-162'102. #620-10/120/9; #620'6280; 
•620'63 44; #620'63/45

'It is not clear when- the Simpson's departed from They may have 
left the British Empire by going to France first. In France Napoleon 
gave refuge tu the banished United Inshmen who later migrated to the 
United States after receiving their American passports

Arthur Marcus Simpson, Jr., to Grace Leona ' Nash' Simpson, inter
view by author. 25 Nov 1983. Morrow Bay. California Also. Elizabeth 
(Trent i Hendricks, interview by author, 17 Mar. 1977, Tulsa, Okla
homa

'Kathleen Jones and Pauline Gandrud. 'Alabama Records Madison 
County.' Vol. 80, p. 81

•■Receiver's ledger. Sale of Public Lands. Credit System 1809-1881 
Ledger A’ Book No 101."

"Kathleen Jones and Pauline Gandrud, "Alabama Records Modi 
•on County.' Vol. 80.

' Minute Books of the Superior Court of Law and Equity of Madison 
County Mississippi Territory 1810-1816, RG6, V.3. p 87, Territorial 
Court Records Department of Archieves and History, Jackson, Missis 
«ippi
"‘Helion Lodge 41, Birthplace of Masonary in Alabama' 'Huntsville 
Alabama 19661, p. 56

“Mrs Dunbar Rowland. 'Mississippi Territory in the War of 1812.' 
' Balti more, Maryland: Genealogical Publishing Company. 1921'. pp 
90. 189. 198

'Bi-nson J lx«sing, ‘The Pictorial Field ■ book of the War of 1812 
...,*<New  York. New York: Harper and Brotherx, Publishers. 1868i. pp 
758-759

Madison Co.. AL. Marriage Book 1, No. 667.
"Cemetery Inscription. Bartce Cemetery. Lacy's Spring, Alabama 

"John Knox The History of Morgan County, Alabama,’ i Decatur 
Alabama: Decatur Printing Company, Inc.. 19671, p. 3.
"James Gettys McGrady Ramsey, ‘The Annals of Tennessee to the End 
of the Eighteenth Century,’ (Charleston. South Carolina. Walker and 
James, 18531, p. 664

"Letter dated October 9. 1799, from Hopkins laicy to John Coffee 
via Judge Andrew Jackson

"Madisun Co., AL: Marriage Book 3. p 168. No 330
‘-’Marriage. Death, & Legal Notices of Earls Alabama Newspaper.-. 

1819 1897.'
“1860 United States Census for Madison County, Alabama, N A 

No M653. Roll 15, p 73.
“Madison Co.. AL Marriage Book 4. p. 550 
The Independent Huntsville, Alabama,’ February 3. 1876 Also, 
‘Huntsville Democrat.' February 23. 1876; and 'Alabama Records 
Madison County,’ Vol 165, p. 10.
“Madison Co.. AL Marriage Book 4. p, 271

“Lacy Porter McColloch. “Theophilus Lacy of Colonial Virginia and 
his Descendants ’

Heritage of Madiioa County, Alabama, Vol. 45; page 409

11



 12 

The inserts below show the census records for John Simpson, son of Dr. 
William and head of the family buried in the Simpson Cemetery, 65-3. 
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Something apparently happened to the wife and children of John Simpson 
between the censuses of 1830 and 1840. 
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The 1850 record shows that John Simpson must have married almost 
immediately after the 1840 census, because his first child (Alexander H.) 
was born to his new wife Margaret A. in 1841. 
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The 1860 census included Juriah R. Simpson in the household of John, about 
3 years before Juriah’s premature death.  Henry, the last of John’s children 
to pass away, is also shown in the household, as is Arthur M., the ancestor of 
Simpson family researcher Dennis Simpson.  By the time of the 1870 
census, there is no entry for John or Margaret A. Simpson.  However, in 
Township 5, Range 1 (West), there are listings in the 1870 records for 
Alexander, Marion E., and William Simpson as heads of households.  
Marion Simpson was included in the 1850 household listing for John 
Simpson, but he was not shown in the 1860 record of the household. 
 
Dennis Simpson has written two books about Doctor William Simpson with 
extensive detail about the family through subsequent generations and about 
families that lived nearby or were related to the Simpsons in the pioneer 
days of Madison County.  Selected portions of his books and other data from 
Dennis Simpson are included after the e-mailed message below for 
reference: 
 

{May 18, 2004, from Dennis Simpson to John Rankin} 
 
John, 
  
Thank you for your kind reviews of my books.  It would be an honor to have you include 
the information in the CD for the Army.  Yes, you have my permission to do so.  As you 
mentioned in your first paragraph, so much was written about Huntsville that writers have 
failed to write anything of substance about Southern Madison County along the 
Tennessee River, i.e., Triana, Pond Beat, Green Grove, Mullins Flats, Liberty, Ditto's 
Landing or Whitesburg, Owens Cross Roads, Hobbs Island, Elon, or New Hope, etc.  
These are the areas that were first settled by the original pioneers when they traveled 
downstream on the Tennessee River looking for ideal places to make there homes.  John 
Ditto who built his trading post has less said about him than John Hunt or the Cramer 
Brothers, yet he was the first white Settler in Madison County.   
  
At one time I contemplated about the possibility of writing a history of Southern Madison 
County, but so little was recorded about the area, it would be very difficult to write 
anything of substance, except for the families that lived there.  In regards to land that the 
Army purchased for creation of Redstone Arsenal, many of the descendants who were 
living in the area were grandchildren and great-grandchildren of former slaves.  Many of 
them carried the names of their former masters.  The most famous slave was William 
Hooper Councill, who became world renown for his work on education.  He was a former 
slave of Judge David Campbell Humphreys, whose wife, Margaret McLeod was a 
granddaughter of Dr. William Simpson.  Judge Humphreys, as you know, tried in vain to 
save Alabama from succeeding from the Union during the Civil War.  During the War he 
tried to bringing Alabama back into the Union, and ran an unsuccessful bid for the 
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Governorship.  He lost, but President U. S. Grant appointed him with House approval to 
become a Justice of the Supreme Court for the District of Columbia. 
  
Another famous gentleman who settled in Madison County was the Honorable Hopkins 
Lacy.  However, nothing is written about this illustrious gentleman, who arrived in the 
county from East Tennessee.  More is written about his brother, who was the first banker 
of the famous Bank sitting on top of the Big Spring in Huntsville.  Yet, Hopkins Lacy, a 
former Member of the House of Representatives from Tennessee, has very little 
information written about him.  He was a soldier in the American Revolution from 
Virginia and North Carolina.  He was an officer in the Tennessee Militia appointed by 
Gov. Blount.  He served as Attorney General for the Washington District and was a 
Trustee of Nancy Academy in Sevierville, Tennessee.  He was also a legal representative 
for both John Coffee and his brother-in-law Andrew Jackson who became President of 
the United States.  Hopkins’ arrival into Madison County was about 1812, and he became 
an associate of Dr. William Simpson.  Together they purchased land with William 
Robinson and Thomas Austin and created the Town of Liberty situated due west of 
Ditto's Landing.  In 1820 Hopkins Lacy operated a ferry that ran from Liberty to what 
was known as Leeman's Ferry northwest of Lacy's Spring, which was settled by the Lacy 
family in 1823.  John Lacy, another brother, was the first white settler in that area that 
was once was an Indian campsite.  The town was first spelled Lacy Springs, until some 
pre-Civil War postmaster changed it to today's spelling:  Lacey's Spring. 
  
Maybe that might be a project you might consider undertaking.  Something I might 
consider helping you do, if you decided to undertake it someday...   
  
Dennis 
    
  
  
On Tue, 18 May 2004 11:02:48 -0500 "John P Rankin" <jprankin@knology.net> writes: 

Dennis -- 

  

I spent yesterday at the Heritage Room in the Huntsville library.  I examined 
your two books on the Simpson and related families of the area, and I am quite 
impressed.  Those works obviously entailed an enormous amount of research.  It 
is hard for me to understand how the arsenal family cemeteries have been so 
neglected in our area histories, when they contain the pre-eminent pioneers of 
the region. 

  

I made several digital photos of the pictures and some of the pages.  Will it be 
okay if I include them (with appropriate reference data on each image) on the 

mailto:jprankin@knology.net
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CD masterfiles that I make for the Army's offices on the arsenal about the 
pioneer settlers of pre-arsenal lands? 

  

Either way, thanks for doing such superb work.  I look forward to helping 
to spread knowledge of the Simpson and Dickson families (as well as Rankin 
and others) to whomever will be researching in the future.... 

  

John Rankin 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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THE SIMPSON FAMILY OF MADISON COUNTY aLaraha

SIMPSON, also spelled Slmson, 
Simes and Simms, are of baptismal 
Simon" from the nickname Sim.1 
families had their origin with the’VrenTh VnfeJ/'iu ' * 
from the Province of Anjou. Simon's father m°n
was living in 1030, was the first known of' th'"*  F' 
donations to the Abbey of Notre Dame Des Nover."*:"*  
which was confirmed by a declaration of Kina r’J" 
Aelaanc rh<» samn vpar. Root rt
which was 
Orleans the same year.

1 ^aX’''th'"U S‘n’'

.IhLSc“,.,’b «

1 de Frezel
Rene Frezel, who 
* na»>e- He made 

Touralne, 
- ----- -  Riven at

WHY IS YOUR NAME SIMPSON INSTEAD OF FRASER?

the
British Isles 

who were

In 
and the 
Many Frasers, 
the name Simon's Sons or Slmson. This sense of pride was a 
of the patriarch of the Fraser Clan having been named 
with many of his successors bearing the same name.

thirteenth and fourteenth centuries people in Scotland 
were not particular about their surnames, 
children of a Simon Fraser chose to take 

result 
Simon,

About the fifteenth century the Scots started to 
Welsh custom of placing a "p" between the name of 

tn the Welsh name Thompson. It took almost 200 years 
the Simsons to become Simpson, and it is today very 
a family still using the name Simson.?

the 
and 
for 
rare to find

son, as 
most of

THE CLAN FRASER OF LOVAT

adopt 
father

descendants should be aware of the Scottish Clan 
of their ancestors who lived and worked under the 
for several hundred years, between the arrival of 

in 1066 with William The Conqueror until our 
the 1600's, when

Simpson 
sffillations 
Clan system 
Simon De Frezel 
particular ancestor's departure for Ulster in 
rhey left the Clan protection.

In addition to the 
are a

Scottish families
Fraser family, the following

Iso members of this Clan:

Bissett MacSimon Simpson
Maclmmey MacSyman Simson
HacKin Sim Syme
MacKinnie Sime Symraer
MacShimes

Symon 
MacCruer 
HacTavish
Tweedie

The Clan is
P»rt» of the world

very old social
Many of the Scott

Institution and occurs in »-ny
—I

Clan Fraser
ish Highland Clans u*ra

..............

Covat was one of these.
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The Scocch-Irish arc Scots who settled in the Northern 
Stx counties of Ireland, which Is called Ulster and is a p4rt 
of the British United Kingdom. The first Simpsons to settle 
in Northern Ireland were in the military from 1590 to 1603, 
and settled in the County of Antrim. The next group arrived 
about 1607 in a movement sponsored by the Church of Scotland 
(Presbyterian) with the blessing of King James I of England 
who invited Scottish and English Protestants to immigrate te 
this land. They were required to build fortified farmhouse and 
"bawn" or "strong courtyard" for their cattle if their grants 
were greater than 1000 acres.

DOCTOR WILLIAM SIMPSON

SIMPSON AND ALLIED FAMILIES

The ticular glen, for example. These famll^J 01t*

locality °r * common ancestor. The head of the Rrou V<,r’
d<,,CC,"d' n. ^Representer" of his ancestor and as such 
the ,P him the Clansmen owed loyalty and respecc '
°f '"'a his‘ jurisdiction over their dally affairs andV. ’ ’’
accepted hi* J f battle. The Chief, in turn
t0 ?archU,T h d and leader of the Clan. In retur^  ̂

his followers and to give help to any of them who were in distre,^

THE SCOTCH-IRISH

DOCTOR WILLIAM SIMPSON, was born circa 1760, near Drumachosa, 
County Londonderry, Ireland. He died during the Spring of 1816, 
Pt° a y near Ditto Landing, in Madison County, in what is now 
. f *4*’. #nd WaS Juried at Cherokee Island, now known as Hobbs 
I*l«nd, in Madison County, Alabama. 3

In

t0 gain

12. 1798.

of 1793, 
on lUrth

For these 
at Bantry

whose goals were 
in the British Parliament 

rebe11 ion

United iV<9L’ Simpson was commissioned a Major in the
to gam ???• ° P^-tant organisation^ ■ '
Ireland^ ? t presentation 
William’, CotUr<t11Ma’rt A7Cr th* unsuccessful 
12, 1798. wc 41 was hc,d at Newtonlimavady,
a Major’s Conr- ii«. convtcte<1 of Treason, for Joining and accept ng 
eh*rges he pleaded0" 4 Regiment of the Rebel Army. "“ ’ * 
B*y- in his* stir, suilty, and was sentenced to hang - 
tor being appointed ” Lord Cavan made several object «

h< ■-•xcerted hlm ” a MaJ°r -nd when the Rebellion brok< 
f ? prev*nt - ^“"8in county/m 

4 kn«land." He. wa»' i2'°U,ld "Ncv<’r fight against George the 
ht< r«,rc**ioln8 there fPr *oned in thc Donegal Arms, in 1 ‘ ,,

0 fair, under bail °F ,ev-r°l months he got leave to 
* 4nd oxiled himself to America.*

Thef°n3t,rry’ 8«bout ‘1802 y trnd“lon William left probably 
elr Akhtar 1802 ’ with hi, wife Mary who was P«Kn4

born the ship enroute to America-

SIMPSON AND ALLIED FAMILIES, compiled by Dennis William Simpson, 1985,
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Descendants of William Simpson 
of the personal property 
Is in the possession of 
Vase, Mrs. Helen Maben I 
2. The Silver Watch 1 i si

be interested 
the(r r— ~_ 
following people: 
ot w«ynesvil]<.. 

In J—■

to know ,om< 
survived and 

Largo China

ancestor ha*
1. _ 

North Carolina' 

Estate, 
Gity, California} 

family.

-• these •amearms were first used 
cotland, 1680 and it would 

» of 
form
son.

lnu I
(Compiler) Dennis William Simpson of ” Panne °f Pcrson*1 
3. The Simpson Family Crest, with the John iSa.i's^wn

The Arms as shown on the frontispiece
Simpson. Lord Lyon was i------- ■'
Arms and Bearings in Scotland, C 
by Robert Simpson of Thourntoun, 
appear that Simpson of Thornton 
Udoch since his Arms contain 
of a chief

---  — ..w wc
is descended from Simpson
Irlnne. n J I < r

indented which indicates descent
a cadency difference in the 

--------- - from a younger

The meaning of the Arms-Argent on a 
three Crescent*  of the first.

CREST: A Crescent or

chief indented vert

MOTTO: Tandem Implebitur - At length he shall be filled.6

ARMORIAL HEARINGS

Armorial 
and within, a 
who are not 
family to which a person belongs. A person named Jones cannot 
bear a Brown coat of arms, or any part of it.

Armorial bearings, of which the Crest is a subsidiary part, 
are a form of individual heritable property, devolving upon 
one person at a time by succession from the grantee or confirmee, 
and thus descend like a Peerage. They indicate the Chief of 
the Family or Clan, or the Head of each subsidiary line or house
hold descending from members who have themselves established 
in the Public Register of All Arms and Bearings in Scotland 
a right to a subsidiary version of the arm*  and crest, containing 
• mark of difierence 
or Clan. This is not 
ancestral arms with 
cadet's place within the family.

It is not only illegal, but a social crime and error of 
the most grave character, to assume and purport to use your 
Chief's arms without a due and congruent difference. ■ 
vbo does so merely publishes their own Ignorance, and ap 
into bad manner*,  and use of such on seal or n®t*p*p’’_ u, 
close the doors of all the best families against the pre. • 
uP»t*rt.

bearings, being for distlnquishing persons of, 
family, cannot descend to, or be used by, persons 

member*  of the family. The surname indicate*  the 
>. A person named Jones cannot

Indicating their position in the Family 
a "new” coat of armsi it is the anc lent 

a mark of cadency, usefully showing the

Those who wish to use arms in any personal sense must; p
- Grant of Arms or - ii they can trace lh<7 ‘"V’.%adet

10 » direct or, in some cases collateral, ances

SIMPSON AND ALLIED FAMILIES, compiled by Dennis Wiliam Simp.on, 1985
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........Forwarded Message
From: Dennis W Simpson <cal 1812@juno.com>
Date: Tue, 4 May 2004 02:30:17 -0700
To: preserve@hiwaay.net,mmsmith@co.madison.al.us
Subject: Re: Guest Book

Dear Ms Berry and Ms Smith:

Thank you for your response to the information that I sent to you. If you are able to help me with additional 
information on the burial spot for my ancestors William Simpson and Marguerite (McAlpine) Simpson Lacy I 
would be very thankful. I know she was not buried beside her second husband Hopkins Lacy, at Bartee 
Cemetery, in Morgan County. I believe he had her buried beside his friend, and her first husband, Dr. William 
Simpson. According to J.C. Fox in his genealogical research of the family, he stated they were buried at 
Hobbs Island. I understand when the Tennessee River floods it covers the Island, and it might have swept 
away any markers that were there.

Six family cemeteries of interest are located on or near the old Triana Pike, now within the boundaries of 
Redstone Arsenal and can be visited by prior arrangement only. The cemeteries are all situated in the test 
area of Redstone Arsenal which is secured because of the classified work. Arrangement would need to be 
made two weeks in advance of any visit, and an escort would be required while in the area.

The cemeteries of my family are: 1. Simpson. It is fenced with an iron picket fence and entry gate. In the 
center of the cemetery is a large marker of granite, with the following names listed top to bottom in this 
order: John Simpson, Margaret a. Simpson, Marion E. Simpson, Arthur M. Simpson, Emma Simpson Stubbs, 
H. Clay Simpson, Juriah Simpson and Henry C. Simpson. No other inscription, except "SIMPSON" in large 
letters at the top of the marker, appears on the stone. Additionally, three smaller headstones are inscribed as 
follows: Emma Simpson Stubbs, Born March 23, 1862 Died March 4, 1893; Juriah Simpson, Born July 8, 1852 
Died Sep. 14, 1863 Aged 11 years, 2 months, 6 days Suffer little children to come unto me for such is the 
Kingdom of Heaven; Margaret A. Simpson Wife of John Simpson, Born Aug. 9, 1816 Died Aug. 31, 1874.
Three foot markers bear the Initials' J.S., M.A.S. and M.L.J.P. The first two are of John Simpson and Margaret 

A. Simpson the other is that of Mary Lou Jones Proctor. Additionally there is a small stone: Mary Lou Jones, 
Daughter of A.G. & Z.M. Proctor, Aug. 27, 1888, Sep. 10, 1888. "Z.M" Zuma Margaret Proctor was the 
daughter of John and Margaret Ann (Dickson) Simpson. There are probably two other children buried at this 
cemetery, but there are no markers to mark their graves. They are Ida Simpson, 1881-1882; and Henry 
Simpson Proctor, Born Dec. 16, 1896 Died Dec. 20, 1898. There was a veterans marker in memory of William 
Simpson placed in the cemetery by me on Grandparents Day 1988. Dr. Simpson served as a Private in the 
7th Mississippi Militia during the War of 1812. The marker has his year of birth wrong, It is not 1760, but 
should be 1780, and he died 1816, at Liberty, Madison County, Alabama then Mississippi Territory.

John Simpson was born 1811, near Ditto's Landing, Mississippi Territory, died Jan. 27, 1876, at his plantation 
home near Pond Beat. Madison Co,. Alabama. He married 18 Nov 1840, Margaret Ann Dickson, pro a y 
her father James Dickson's home, near Pond Beat. Alabama. She was the daughter James Die- 
Keziah Wood. Margaret's grandfathers both served in the Virginia Militia during the American Re---------- •—

5/4/04
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McAlester, Oklahoma. Alexander served in the 4th Alabama Infantry and stood within a few feet of Gen 
Bernard E Bee, when he made his famous remark about Stonewall Jackson at Amt ------——

2. William Timmons Simpson, born July 21, 1844, Ditto’s landing, Alabama He dirtunmarried Jan 
25, 1877, Jackson. Mississippi. He got the middle name from the Timmons family. John Simpson was 
guardian of William Hardie Timmons after his parents died leaving him an orphan with no family to take care 
of him.

3, Manon Ellis Simpson, born Nov. 25, 1846, Ditto’s Landing, Alabama Married Laura Kelly, of whom 
little is known. He died between 1902, and 1910 near Whitesburg, Alabama

4 Mary Ella Simpson, born Oct. 12, 1848, Ditto's Landing, Alabama. Married Jan 12, 1870, John 
Alexander Steger, Madison County, Alabama. John was the brother of Helen Grey (Steger) Simpson, children 
of Kennon Harris Steger and Mary Elizabeth Wall, all buried at the Steger-Ormond Family Cemetery, at 
Ryland, Alabama.

5- Henry Clay Simpson, born May 22, 1850, Ditto's Landing, Alabama. He died before 1857, 
Pond Beat. Alabama.

6. Junah Read Simpson, bom July 8, 1852, Ditto's Landing, Alabama. She died Sept 14, 1863, 
Pond Beat, Alabama.

7. Arthur Marcus Simpson, bom Sept. 30, 1855, Pond Beat, Alabama Married Apr 20, 1880, Lura lee 
(Dewoody) Cate, widower. He died 01 Nov 1883, Triana, Alabama, lura Lee Dewoody was the daughter of 
William Aiken Dewoody and Lucy Ann Tanner. LuraS maternal great-grandfather ^amucFTanner, was first 
Mayor of Athens, Alabama. She is a lineal descendant of Nicolas Marttau ancestor to both George Washington 
and Queen Elizabeth II of England l.ura Lee Dewoody was born 1862, Athens, Alabama She died 1898, 
Decatur, Alabama. (Arthur and Lura (Dewoody) Simpson were my paternal great-grandparents.

8. Henry Clay Simpson, born Mar. 14, 1857, Pond Beat, Alabama. He died unmarried, Feb. 26, 1918, at
his home near Green Grove, Alabama. His obituary reads as follows: "Died on February 26th at his home near 
Green Grove, Alabama, Henry Clay Simpson, aged 60 years. Mr. Simpson was bom March 14th, 1857. He 
was the youngest on of the late John Simpson of Madison County, Alabama, and a grandson of SIR William 
Simpson an Irish patriot who took refuge in this County at the time of the execution of young Robert Emmet 
whose cause he espoused and whose fortune he shared..... ’

9 Zuma Margaret Simpson, born Mar. 13, 1859, Pond Beat. Alabama. Married Apr. 21, 1881, Albert 
Gallatin Proctor, at the home of John A. Steger, Ryland, Alabama. She died July 3, 1929, Alhambra, 
California. She and her husband are buried at Santa Ana, California.

10. Emma B. Simpson, born Mar. 23, 1862, Pond Beat, Alabama. Married R.C. Stubbs. She died Mar. 4, 
1893, Huntsville, Alabama.

The other family cemeteries are Jordan, Matkins, McDonnell and Tate They were related to the Dewoody 
family William Matkins first wife Margaret McDonnell, daughter of Archibald and Elizabeth McDonnell 
Margaret was the grandaunt of James Smith McDonnell, Jr, the founder of McDonnell Aircraft which is now 

McDonnell-Douglas? William Matkins married as his second wife Margaret Adams Dewoody, sister to Wi tarn 
Aiken Dewoody (my great-great grandfather). Margaret (Dewoody) Matkins was previously married to na 
Milton Tate, and it is her children that are buried at the Tate Cemetery Her son by William Mafkins, vyij.iioni 
Blount Matkins married Bettie Jordan and are buried at the Jordan CemetcrY SQUth SdSl r QVf1h,,rV

In regards to the Dickson-Rankin Cemetery, there arc no graves marking the burial site
his wife Keziah (Wood) Dickson. However, several of their children who are buried there have — •

C aSl.°Nan<w T. Graham, Relict of James B Grahain_Bom In Amherst Co., Va, Sept. 23, *808, Died Oct 10, 

1891. {Nancy's husband was clerk of the County C ourt of Morgan County, then located—t_2--------— *

Alabama. He Is buried at the old Somerville Cemetery). Amherst Co2. Virginia G Dkkson, Born Aug 23, 1811 D.ed Mar. 4, 1877 {Virginia was also ^m -t Amherst Co.. 
Virginia. She was married 30 Mar 1847, Nathaniel G. Mingea, Pond Beat, Alabama; however, . -
and sold her slaves, he deserted her and she was granted a divorce). /Charles Fowler was the

3. Charles S. Fowler. Born In Mobile Ala, March 27. 1827, Died Dec. 11, 1889. {Charles Fowler w<
husband of Juriah Graham, daughter of Col. James and__Nancy (Dickson) Gra am). has
-------Thgrg was7mflfkEjgr Sargh A. Plt^n, born oct. 29 ^^^g^g^ckson 
since disappeared However, F^nk Jacobs (a free black man before the C v 1 Government to record the 
plantation several years after the death of Nancy Graham. He * ,e’or(Jed the birth dates of
information from the gravestone before they purchased the land from . ,„fort< the death dates 
Nancy Graham, Virginia and Sarah Dickson from the.r gravestones, but failed to record the dca

The Dickson are buried a few miles east of the Simpson Cemetery it is known as the Dickson-Rankin Fam.lv 
Cemetery. Children of John and Margaret Ann (Dickson) Simpson are: y

L Afexander Heath Simpson, born Oct 4, 1841, Ditto's Landing, Alabama Married Feb. 5, 1868 Helen 
Grey Steger, Madison Co., Alabama. He died Nov. 1. 1919, Gulfport? Mississippi and buried next to his wife at
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The above data pretty well explains the grave markers in the Simpson 
Cemetery (65-3), plus connections to other arsenal cemeteries.  Additional 
data about the Simpsons is presented below from Dennis Simpson’s other 
book, for anyone interested in details of the family history. 
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CHAPTER 1

THE DESCENDANTS OF DOCTOR WILLIAM SIMPSON

I^Mad^Co’ ,He

land, in Madison County, Alabama.4

Of William Simpson's adolescent years nothing is known. Records in Druma- 
chose Parish show the tollowing interesting information proving the family had settled 

in Ballycrum townland, in the generations before William Simpson.

Vestry Meeting held in the Parish Church of Drumachose on 7 April 1795: - A 

list of gentlemen who subscribed to the enlarging of the churchyard, entitled them to 
their own plots of burial ground there. Among those listed was William Simpson, who 
paid 1 Is 4 l/2d.

List of Parishioners 25 November 1820: Ballycrum - Mrs. Simpson

List of Doubtful Parishioners 25 November 1820: Matthew. Simpson (no address 

was given)

P.R.O.N.l. T 808/15264 Religious Returns for County Londonderry 1766. 

Drumachose Parish: Balicrum B. - John Simpson D (Dissenter)

P.R.O.N.l. T 808/125258 Protestant Householders. County Londonderry. 1740, 

Drumachose Parish: Limavady - Joseph Simson

Ballycrum - Robert Simpson

'National Society of United States Daughters ot 1812; National No. 4156. knnesset State i • 

Application papers of Mrs. Samuel Allen Wilkinson. Nee ! aura May (BaIlimore( MD: Gateway
’Dorothy W. Potter. "Passports 01 Southeastern Pipneers»_l770-l .

W^rf^L.e of William Simpson. 1816. Midton C.to.y, AU— Original in <W nu.nK-. 

*’“• KX.- 1" A— (New NV: W A—

Historical Company. Inc., 1942). Vol. XXXVI, No. 4. p. 10.
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DOCTOR WILLIAM SIMPSON

Index to Deny. Wills 1612-1858 Trift. Drumachosc Parish:
Ballycrum - Robert Simpson, 1714
Ballycrum - Robert Simpson, 1757

Registry of DEED Lands Index for County Londonderry, covering the
1709,1810 inclusive: 174 353 116571 Reg. 14/3/1755 »

Indenture of lease dated 26 May 1737, Robert Simpson, Ballycrom, Co Loru 
deny, 1st part. Samuel Hunter, Drumramer, Co. Londonderry, the other part.

LAND, the park commonly called Curry's Park, and one acre of land.
TERM, for the term of 24 years to complete the term of 40 years which said 

Robert Simpson holds from Lord Tyrone.

RENT, L3.15.0 per annum.
Witnesses, Patrick Adams, James Kerr, both of Ballycrom, Jer(* * * *)  Chevers 

Newton Limavady, Guarger.

X* ■*» Office. Dublin Ceffie. Dublin. MM ft* >«“•
*20/62/80: *20/63/44; *20/63/45.

Sworn at Newton Limavady 31/8/1755
N.B. Lease, Earl of Tyrone to Robert Simpson not located.

Legal documents in Alabama testify to the fact that William Simpson was a 
surgeon. Unfortunately there are no records available to let us know where or when he 
first practiced medicine. The few surviving records from Dublin, Ireland, pertain only 
to his involvement with the United Irishmen. These documents are located in the State 
Paper Office at Dublin Castle. They give some facts regarding William Simpson in
volvement with the United Irishmen.

In 1797, William Simpson received a major's commission in the United Irish
men. The United Irish were a Protestant organization whose goals were to gain equal 
representation in the British Parliament for Ireland's Catholics. After the unsuccessful 
rebellion of 1798, William Simpson was captured, and his trial was held at Newion 
Limavady, with other United Irishmen. On March 12, 1798, William was convicted of 
Treason for joining and accepting a Major's Commission in a Regiment of the Rebel 

i T-y °r lflCSe char§cs he pleaded guilty, and was sentenced to hang at Bantry Bav
in his statement to Lord Cavan, William objected to being appointed a Major. He alto 

Cm / 'nCn ^e^c"*on  broke out he exerted himself to prevent any uprising in 
Kino „f rr7' W’lliam mentioned» that he would "never fight against George. «

' Wi,liam was iml’ris°'Kd i" «•« Donegal Arms in Belfast’ * 
X 2X AmS m°n,hS- "e E°' “'"e "iS af'airS U"der

2
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In her letter dated 17 A ^°R W'L,AM siMPS°n

County Londonderry writ. Apri l802- Mrs Th. i
Simpson was the only child o?hC°IOncl Charl<*  si^an'nf yCCausland's of Fruithill 

caused a great deal of local ■ *S Ino,her« after his exil i y°rk’ En8land.7 "Wiliiani 
.urn to Ireland. Willian^'« Ba^ ■>«-.

’Charles William Stewart (bom 1778, died 1854), 3rd Marquis of Londonderry, soldier andI dep!o- 

mate: served in the Netherlands (1794), on the Rhine and Danube (1795). in Irish rebellion (1798). in o a 
(1799); undersecretary for war (1807); cavalry commander (1808). adjutant general to Welhngton m Ibenan 

Peninsula until invalided home (1811); British minister to Berlin, and ambassador in Vienna ( »I )
’Webster's Biographical Dictionary. (Springfield. MA: G. & C. Merriam Co.. Publishers. 1961). p. 

48L 'Arthur M. Simpson to Grace L. Simpson, interview by author 25 November 1983. Mono Bay. CA. 

Also. Elizabeth T. Hendricks, interview by author. 17 March 1977. lulsa. UK.

Stewart. Mr. Henry Bruce thc Londonderry S, PPoscd his possible

best to prevent upheava!. „e • *£ timeofthehe

When the United Irishm • i
Alien and Sedition Laws ti carned that thc American Cnn„ 
,x-3n exile, applied for passpo^X'XX'" P'isons- « 

diem. Among the new arrivals to the United ST" abrOad' and reived
D<Ktor McNevm. Thomas Emmet, an olderbro^r JrV p “ Emmcl and 
1798. for political activity. Thomas was a director mmet' Was arrested in
imprisoned in Scotland until 1802, when he Un‘,cd Irishmen. and was
British Empire. After leaving Scotland Th >, r rdcas.cd on condition he leave the 
In 1804. he left Bordeaux. Fr^cc and L iX^h n f°r a short lime

successful law practiced in New York- i ri h- i ° Vnitcd ^taJes- Here he had a very 
were joined bv Willes ll' h,S dcath in l827? Emmet and McNevin
fo1801“in l80fa,“ive of Londoadeny. who settled in New Yu™ 

from "The Puns” P"-’ ? col'“u.°" of hls miscellaneous writings, culled
Irishman i i ' HA’ 1 le Lmted Irish organs. Other distinguished United

ThH m'grated l° thc Unitcd States’ werc John Caldwell, who settled on a 
rm beside the Hudson; Dr. Sweetman, made his home in Georgia; the son of Wolfe 

1 one entered the topographical service of the United States; and the Binns' brothers 
settled near Philadelphia.

William Simpson, according to family tradition, left Ireland with his wife Mar
guerite and settled in Madison County, Alabama, when it was still Mississippi Terri
tory. On thc voyage over. Marguerite gave birth to their first child, whom they named 
Mary.9

3
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DOCTOR WILLIAM SIMPSON

r Honrv Simpson's obituary it states: "Sir William Simpson and Irish palrin,
In Henry S pl Coun(ry> at the lime of the execution of young Robcrl p'?1’ 

who took refuge whose fortune he shared." History recorded the ex?

WlI0Sn of Robert Emmet on September 30. 1803, suggesting William Simpson andht 
cution ol R( ^ jn (he United States then. From information William submitted 

registered as a British Alien during the War of 1812,10 William stated he 
Wh |H in Mississippi Territory in 1807. The Secretary of Mississippi Territory re. 
cord^the following information: "William Simpson. 32 years old in U.S. 5 years; A 

Wtfeand Tvo Children,-resides in Madison County; A Phtstaan; fstc] An honest and 

respectable Inhabitant.

By 1805 pioneers began making unauthorized settlements in the area known 
today as Madison County. Alabama. At this time, the land belonged to the Cherokee 
and Chickasaw Indians. Soon the American Government enticed the Indians to cede a 
triangular-shaped section of land, between the Tennessee State Line and the Tennessee 

River, to the U.S. Government. This was to allow the settlers who were already in the 
area a legal place to live. Thomas Freeman, a Government Surveyor, from Nashville, 
Tennessee, received orders to survey the lands in the "Triangle." This surveyed land 
became known as Madison County, Mississippi Territory on December 13, 1808. 
Then no one owned, or could own, any of this land. Those pioneers that settled in this 
area were "squatting" on public domain, most with the hope of being allowed to pur
chase their homesteads. In January 1809, Thomas Freeman took a census of the in
habitants, living within the bounds of the newly-formed county. Mr. Freeman acted as 
registrar and received the inhabitants' applications to buy their land. After paying a 
small fee, the inhabitants' receive permission to stay as "tenants at will," with the right 
to purchase the land at a public land auction. The first sale took place at Nashville. 
Tennessee, in August 1809, and "fee simple land titles" were established. Before 181 ■ 

the only legal place to settle in North Alabama was Madison County.1" In January 
1809, William Simpson and his family were recorded in the "Squatter Census as 
follows.

WILLIAM SIMPSON 1 Male under 21

1 Male over 21
1 Female over 21
Total of 3 & 4 Slaves13

Press lnc^°i982) p 158^' SouttKastem Pioneers. 1770-1823/ (Baltimore. MD: ’

p3"8'- ''Tcrcilori;11 Eapers st the United Slaws." Vol. V, Mississ'PP* 7TernK’ 

Letter^ n!«.^t^'iCUUVe Proceedin8S- Nov. 1809 - Dec. 1810. p. 213, drawer 50. roll J 

Archives, Washington'?kc^^V'D^l96^ GenCral °f Missis-siPP'/ General Land Office, p- • 

Kathleen P. Jones and Pauline J. Gandrud. "Alabama Records Madison County." Vol. 80. P 8

4
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,WC,O« WILLIAM Simpson

^4.
JAMES Madison; p,.^,^

Uy TIIB PRESIDENT.

'*'•* Lrtirn /q
tv t/A/inmta

• I'r », L.U .( rt, dg

Vvl,4 .SUM,,/’l4,(1

heiri and attignt forever.

General Land Office Certificate No. 262
ClXHTHM <4 GfmXAI. SliXWl AlKUNlsniAnON. AuiXANIAUA. VamNIA

In a book entitled, "Receiver's Ledger, Sale of Public Lands, Credit System 
1809-1881. Ledger 'A' Book No. 101.” It shows that William Simpson purchased land 
in Township 5, South, Range 1 East, of the Huntsville Meridian, in Madison County, 
Mississippi Territory.

Southeast 1/4 Section 8 - 160.63 acres - William Simpson 
Date of Sale 12 Aug. 1809 - Certificate 0698.

Northeast 1/4 Section 17 - 640.64 acres - William Simpson 
Date of Sale 21 Feb. 1810 - Certificate 0262.

Southwest 1/4 Section 20 - 160.00 acres - William Simpson 
Date of Sale 21 June 1811 - Certificate 519.

5
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CHAPTER 3

THE FAMILY OF JOHN SIMPSON

AND

MARGARET ANN (DICKSON) SIMPSON
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JOHN SIMPSON
Photo cwiimav or Donai i> Mak<jrky
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'°HN s.mpson and u
(2.2) John Simpson, (William') waQ d‘CKSON

Marguerite Simpson. John was born’..h, SCCOnd child n 
County, Alabama. Al that time it was know T1 ncar D‘«o's b'?' William and 
27. 1876. a. his planation home ? Missi»iPPi Terril !?8“
Landing, in Madison County, Alabama I h Bca1, loca,ed between^Tr^ dlCd JanuarY 

,e0.. ,o«ed in Section >8-5S->W in
stone Arsenal, Alabama. He was buried h,’ T What ls now a restricted y Ceme‘ 
children and grandchildren. h“ wife, and n«t tX^ £

After the death of their father, John and hie •
the household of their stepfather, Hopkins Ucy He m Simpson was livi"g in 
Marguerite on July 15, 1817. They were living ne i ,hcir widowcd mother
Alabama, shortly after the death of their mother atout S' S^"8’ M°rgan Cou“*’

The following documents were obtained from th,, m ~
Huntsville, Alabama, and are recorded in part as follow.^ d'S°n C°Unty Courthouse >n 

Madison County. Alabama. Probate Records 

8ivinAT^nT-iai:,:CS W

n^ it *

C ’ m r3Cj Ot and ,King a legacy t0 and my sister the present Mrs.
veorge McLeod, lrom my father's estate, the late Doctor William Simpson. Wit. John 
Hardie and J.B. Turner. Proved 16 October 1848, by the oath of John Read who 
swears to the handwriting of Hardie's signature, and believes said John Hardie has de
parted this life. Same Book, page 130: I February 1849. George McLeod, John Simp
son and wile Margaret A. Simpson to Frederick Jones as guardian. Wit. J.H. Thom
son. James Wells. Same Book, page 403: 31 January 1835. John Simpson and George 
McLeod and wife Mary to John F. Hobbs. SE 1/4 Section 8 T5 R1E. Deed (part of 
t e document tom off] filed for record 18 December 1849.

Orphans Court Min. 6, page 258: 29 June 1835. John Simpson was security with 
John Hardie for William P. Terry who applied for Letters of guardianship on Jane G. 
Weldon, William A. Weldon, and Nancy S. Weldon. Children of James Weldon. (See 
also’ Orphans Court Minutes 5. page 337. August 26, 1833: Probate Record Book 7. 

Page 197. June 29, 1835.]

. Orphans Court Min. 7. page 585: Campbell, Thomas G. dicd 
Ministration issued to John Morris, with Nathaniel D. Snoody and P .

63
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JOHN SIMPSON AND MARGARET DICKSON

Access to Simpson Cemetery is not readily available. It lies within the bo 
daries of our test area which is secured because of the classified work. Thcref 
arrangements would need to be made two weeks in advance of any visit, and an esco ’ 
would be required while in the area. °n

Should you have further questions, please let me know.

Sincerely,

Ralph C. Perrill 
Public Affairs Office

There are many interesting articles written about the pioneer families who settled 
in the area now known as Redstone Arsenal. Of particular interest is Weldon Payne's 
article for the Huntsville Times entitled, "Many Cemeteries Remain in the Shadow of 
Missiles" written Sunday, November 8. 1959. The picture in the article shows a Nike- 
Hercules anti-missile missile passing a gravestone. He writes, "despite the drastic swi
tch of the area from a quite country place into one of the busiest places in the country, 
this graveyard and about 59 others on the Arsenal property have not been molested and 
are, in fact, kept up by the Army”. He continues, "... On one stone is listed the 
names of John Simpson, Margaret A. Simpson, Marion E. Simpson and Arthur M. 
Simpson. John's wife was born Aug. 9, 1816, died Aug. 31, 1874. Did she dream that 
some of the world's smartest men would someday walk in their backyard--in the years 
ahead after her country had fought three big wars".

On November 18, 1840, John Simpson married Margaret Ann Dickson near 
Whitesburg, Alabama. She was the daughter of James Dickson and Keziah Wood.' 
Margaret was bom in the Stale of Tennessee, probably in Rutherford County where 
the family was residing before moving into Alabama.1 Margaret’s dates of birth. 
August 9, 1816, and death August 31, 1874,4 are both listed on her gravestone which 
is located in the Simpson family cemetery at Redstone Arsenal.

39

At.: Decernb^ 1929)’^ 31^ KatWeen ’’ Jones’ "Genealogy of the Harris and Allied Families," (Huntsville. 

9:407-408 AImAviU"'i December 1836- Murfreesboro. Rutherford County. Tennessee. '^L
Will cX^Jo?t^Ch ?iC,a0n- 23 November l84°. Murfreesboro. Rutherford County. Tennessee 

«PauW u ? " W,lh<,ul recordin8 sour«- -ne
following notation wiTalSJriSthl“b a J<T’ ‘CeDeal«»’ Harris and Allied Families." P 3

* n was handwritten: * *b. Aug. 9. 1815. d. Aug. 31. 1873. No source of information w.»g^
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the tide page is

family Record. S?
I

I »
z? Z ,11

C-<•f^T’r__

_______________  _ _ g

77X

I I

JOHN SIMPSON AND MARGARET DICKSON

Family Record from the Bible belonging to John e
missing. Jane Byrd, who send this copy states. "This ni" mpS°n’ '' - .=>
Bible belonging to John Alexander Steger, it appears to h J* lnsertcd in ’he family
Bible with no other notations made." The handwriting bn rcmoved some 
owner of this document is Mrs. Jane Byrd of Monti™. J? J°hn SimPs°n. The 
Bible has since disappeared. ' 8 ery' Alabama. The original
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JOHN SIMPSON AND MARGARET DICKSON

John Simpson and Margaret Ann Dickson were the parents of the following 1Cn 

children.

(3 7) 1. Alexander Heath Simpson, was born October 4, 1841, at Ditto's 
Landing, Alabama. Married February 5, 1868, Helen Grey Steger 

He died November I. 1919, at Gulfport, Mississippi.

(3.8) 2. William Timmons Simpson, was born July 21, 1844, at Ditto’s

Landing, Alabama. He died unmarried, January 25, 1877, at 

Jackson, Mississippi.

(3.9) 3. Marion Ellis Simpson, was bom November 25, 1846, at Ditto's

Landing, Alabama. Married Laura Kelly. He died, between 1902 

and 1910, near Whitesburg, Alabama.

(3.10) 4. Mary Ella Simpson, was born October 12, 1848, at Ditto's Landing,
Alabama. Married January 12, 1870, John Alexander Steger. She 

died October 30, 1896, at Huntsville, Alabama.

(3.11) 5. Henry Clay Simpson, was born May 22, 1850, at Ditto's Landing,

Alabama. He died before 1857, at Pond Beat, Madison County, 

Alabama.

(3.12) 6. Juriah Read Simpson, was bom July 8, 1852, al Ditto's Landing,

Alabama. She died September 14, 1863, at Pond Beat, Alabama.

(3.13) 7. Arthur Marcus Simpson, was bom September 30, 1855, at Pond

Beat, Alabama. Married April 20, 1880, Lura Lee (Dewoody) 
Cate. He died November 1, 1883, al Triana, Alabama.

(3.14) 8. Henry Clay Simpson, was born March 14, 1857, at Pond Beat,

Alabama. He died unmarried, February 26, 1918, at his home 
near Green Grove, Alabama.

(3.15) 9. Zuma Margaret Simpson, was bom March 13, 1859, at Pond

Beat, Alabama. Married April 21, 1881, Albert Gallatin 
Proctor. She died July 3, 1929, at Alhambra, California.

(3.16) 10. Emma B. Simpson, was bom March 23, 1862, at Pond Beat,

Alabama. Married R.C. Stubbs. She died March 4, 1893. at 
Montgomery, Alabama.

80
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CHAPTER 11

the family of albert Gallatin proctor

AND

ZUMA MARGARET SIMPSON
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ALBERT PROCTOR AND ZUMA SIMPSON

Albkrt Gallatin Proctor 
PtaOTO coumsv l» I Tsu»
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ALBERT PROCTOR AND ZtJMA SIMPSON

Zuma Simpson was only 15 years old when her mother passed away and 17 
when her father died. She was first raised by her twenty year old brother, Arthur 
Marcus Simpson, at the family homestead until February 21, 1878. On that date the 
Probate Court of Madison County, Alabama appointed guardianship to her brother-in

law, John Alexander Steger.

Madison County. Alabama Probate Court Case Number 3485:

The State of Alabama. Madison County.

Know all Men by these Presents. That we. Alex Steger, W.F. Jordan & K.H. 
Steger, are held and firmly bound unto WILLIAM RICHARDSON, Judge of thc 
Court of Probate of Madison County, in the State of Alabama, and his successors in 
office, in the penal sum of Two Hundred & Fifty (250.00) Dollars, to which payment, 
well and truly to be made, we and each of us do bind ourselves, our and each of our 
heirs, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. Scaled with our seals, and dated 
thc 21st day of February Eighteen Hundred and seventy-eight.

Now, thc condition of the above Obligation is such, That whereas, the above 
bound Alex Steger has this day been duly appointed Guardian of the person and estate 

of Zuma Simpson an infant.
Now, then, if said Alex Steger shall well and truly perform all the duties which 

are or may be by law required of him as such Guardian, then the above obligation to 

be void, else to remain in full force and virtue.
Witness our hands and seals, the dale above written.

Witness:
Approved the 21st day of) 
February. 1878 )
William Richardson )

Judge P.C.

Alex Steger (Seal) 
W.F. Jordan (Seal) 
K.H. Steger (Seal)

) 
)

While on a job assignment in Tuscumbia, Alabama. Albert Proctor wrou 
following letter to his sweetheart. Miss Zuma M. Simpson. The envelope was re
marked Nov. 29. 1880. at Tuscumbia, Alabama. The three cent George Washing 
stamp was located on the upper right side of the envelope. Il was cut lron' 
apparently anxious reader. It was addressed to Miss Zuma M. Simpson Bro 
Ala / Care of Alex. Steger:

MifsZ.M. Simpson, Brownsboro. Ala. 
Dear Miss Maggie........

I know you will be surpresed [sic] when you receive this letter and w <•

430
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This is something 1 have been studying for sever-1
„n courage to ask you untill [sic] now. 1 ivecks> bul could not mint-.

I am not very sentimental and do not know how to write what is called a love 
letter. 1 can only say 1 love you and want to know if you will love me in return and if 
so I want yours for a partner during life I leave this for you to decide.

There are many trials and troubles to overcome in this world of ours and I feel 
that I kneed [sic] some one to comfort me and help me overcome them, and have 
selected you for that one of all others, I want you to consider the question well and see 
if you think we can climb the hill of life together. I am tolerably high tempered, but 
not overly hard to get along with, but do not claim to perfect by any means whatever. I 
have no assurance whatever that you care anything for me more than a friend but hope 
you do, 1 have loved you almost from the time I first became acquainted with you.

1 have never fully given my consent to marry untill [sic] this year because I con 
sider this a serious business. 1 fear I could treat a wife as she ought to be treat ut 
have concluded as others, marry and do well why not I also. Miss Zuma you can e 
time to decide this question, but 1 will ask of you to write to me immediately . g

» miss Julia Ross1 today, they are well. I go to kussci (q Leighton. Write
> next (read at top 1st Page) Friday write to Gus. ni’ ‘ p ink js bad 
mmediately cannot say when I will be back. \ours in ope /

P'easc excuse blothes. [sic]

■ „ sure and write to me
. A postscript was written as follows: Monday me j wanl t0 hear from you 
^mediately whether you answer my question fu y or
•nsom,> / ... . ..someway. Yours &c. Albert."
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ALBERT PROCTOR AND ZUMA SIMPSON

On April 21, 1881, Zuma Margaret Simpson married Albert Gallatin Proctor. 
They were married in the home of her brother-in-law, John Alexander Steger at 
Maysville, Alabama. Albert was the son of Robert Tinker Proctor and Margaret Lee 
Thomas. He was bom December 14, 1853, in Jackson County, Alabama, and died ol 
stomach disease, July 5, 1928, at his home in Santa Ana. California. He was buned 

i e his wife in the Santa Ana city cemetery, Santa Ana, California.

1900 U.S, Censuses for Madison County, Alabama, page 132-A:

PROCTOR, Albert G. Dec. 1853 47 Farmer Ala Tenn Tenn
Zuma Mar. 1859 41 (Wife) Ala Ala Ala
Alberta Aug. 1882 17 (Daug) Ala Ala Ala

If
Robert Mar. 1884 16 (Son) Ala Ala Ala
Marcus Jul. 1886 13 (Son) Ala Ala Ala

N
Hugh Aug. 1890 9 (Son) Ala Ala Ala
Julia Apr. 1899 1 (Daug) Ala Ala Ala

432
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doctor ANDzuma

1910 U.S. Censuses for Riverside County. Callforaia

PROC 1 OR, Albert G. 

Zuma M. 
Margaret A. 
Robert T. 
Arthur M. 
Hugh 
Julia G.

II

II

II

• Page 228:

Alabama
Alabama
Alabama
Alabama
Alabama
Alabama
Alabama

Madison County. Alabama, Probate Book 104,

Zuma M. Proctor and H. )
To )

Henry C. Simpson )

page 451:

The State of Alabama, 

Madison County.

For and in consideration of the sum of One hundred dollars, to us in hand paid 
receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, we, the undersigned Zuma M. Proctor and 
her husband A.G. Proctor do hereby give, grant, bargain, sell and convey unto Henry 
C. Simpson, the following described real estate laying in the County of Madison State 
of Alabama, and described as follows, to-wit:

The north east quarter of section eighteen (18) the south west quarter of section 
seventeen (17), and one hundred and fifteen acres on the west side of the north west 
Quarter of section seventeen (17), all in township five (5), range one (1) west, con
taining 435 acres, more or less, the true object of this conveyance being especially to 
convey unto the said Henry C. Simpson, all the interest in said lands that have been or 
may hereafter be vested hereafter in us by and through our interest in the estate ol our 
deceased sister, Mrs. Emma Stubbs.

To have and to hold the above described real estate with all the rights. terwmen s 
and appurtenances thereunto belonging or in anywise appertaining unto im. 
Henry C. Simpson, his heirs and assigns forever, covenanting to an wi ■ esl jn 
Henry C. Simpson, that we arc seized in fee of said one sevenl 1 c Stubbs 
said estate of Emma Stubbs, deceased, excepting as to a life mtercsii . ■ 
and that we will forever warrant and defend the title to same Iror 

^whomsoever. husband A.G. Proctor,
'n witness whereof, the said Zuma M. Proctor an e o(- ^grch,

reunto subscribe their names and affix their seals on -
AD. 19n

Zuma M. Pr«.or. <«>

A.G. Procton (S

433
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ALBERT PROCTOR AND ZUMA SIMPSON

The State of California. Riverside County.

I. W.J. Martin, a Notary Public in and for said county and state hereby certify 
that Zuma M. Proctor and A.G. Proctor, her husband, whose names arc signed to the 
foregoing conveyance, and who are known to me. acknowledged before me on this day 
that, being informed of the contents of the conveyance they executed the same volun
tarily on the day the same bears date. Given under my hand and seal of office this the 

7, day of March, 1911.

(Seal) W.J. Martin. Notary Public

My commission expires Apr. 17, 1912.

The State of California. Riverside County.

1, W.J. Martin, a Notary Public in and for said county do hereby certify that on 
the 7, day of March. 1911, came before me the within named Zuma M. Proctor, 
known to me to be the wife of the within named A.G. Proctor, who being examined 
separate and apart from the husband touching her signature to the within deed, ack
nowledged that she signed the same of her own free will and accord, and without fear, 
constraints or threats on the part of the husband.

In witness whereof, I hereto set my hand and seal of office this the 7, day of 
March, A.D. 1911.

(Seal) W.J. Martin, Notary Public.

My commission expires April 17, 1912.

The foregoing deed was filed in the office of the Judge of Probate of Madison 
County, Alabama, Oct. 11, 1911, and duly recorded Nov. 8, 1911.

W.T. Lawler, J of P.2

sen CalifA JUnC 30*  *989,  Mrs. Margaret Tyler writes from
Huntsvill My 'alher S Parcnt’s Albcrt and Zuma Margaret Proctor, came imn
Humsvlk,. Alabama where Albert had been in the hardware business."

Creek bridge, weighted d > 7**  mur?* ered on Junc X '916. His txxly was found near the
wounds in the chest aiMi 5?,lroad iron- clothes pockets Muffed with iron bolts. There were t*'

over David D. Overton 'Wad &rtfcr thaI year Uwler had furn,wly """ 3^
to challenge Lawler. Overton wL * .Pol,5c _Chief **»  resigned his position as cm relf
defense. n later convicted of the murder after stating he had commrted th-
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K ALBERT DOCTOR ANO zUMa S.MPSOH

John Webb of the famous Webb Brothers Preparaton, « v 
nessee encouraged the Proctor family t0 move to the f(2h i. 0?!,n Bell^ckle. Tcn- 

purchased a ranch southwest of Coachella. "Albert ln 19°*.
Church, a Mason, and helped finance and built the Masonic in aachd^-^"

'n Bellbucklc, Ten-

nftt'iitta

u >28406763
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ALBERT PROCTOR and ZUMA SIMPSON

Albcn Gallatin and Zuma Margaret (Simpson) Proctor are the parent, of 

children.
a i Mircaret Alberta Proctor, born July 26, 1882, at Triana, Alabama

( Married September 15, 1915, Claude William Hyde. She died June 25, 

1972, at Vista. California.

.. 0 Robert Thomas Proctor, born March 6, 1884, at Triana, Alabama.
4-40 He died unmarried. October 13. 1952, at Arkadelphia, Arkansas.

f4 41) 3 Arthur Marcus Proctor, born July 9, 1886, at Triana, Alabama.
‘ 'Married first, 1912, Katie Sue Brewster. Secondly, 1945, Mrs. Delia 

Zimmerman. He died August 27, 1955, at Durham, North Carolina.

(4 42) 4. Mary Louise Jones Proctor, born August 27. 1888, at I riana, 
Alabama. She died September 10, 1888. at Triana, Alabama.

(4.43) 5. Hugh White Proctor, born August 5, 1890, at Triana, Alabama. 
Married first, July 28. 1915, Grace Angele Makosky. Secondly, 
November 7, 1942, Dorothy Elizabeth Pray. He died July 15, 1976, 

at La Jolla, California.

(4.44) 6. Henry Simpson Proctor, born December 16, 1896, at Huntsville, 
Alabama. He died December 20, 1898, in Madison County, Alabama.

(4.45) 7. Julia Graham Proctor, born April 17, 1899, at Huntsville, Alabama. 
Married August 14, 1922, Frank Charles Makosky. She died October 

11. 1964, at Alhambra, California.

*************
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Finding Dennis Simpson’s published works about the Simpson and related 
families has proved to be a windfall, for the meticulous and exhaustive 
research that he has already done.  Moreover, his gracious permission to use 
the material has been greatly appreciated.  His efforts have honored his 
ancestors in an outstanding manner, and now some of them rest under the 
close protection of the United States Army at Redstone Arsenal in Madison 
County, Alabama, in one of the most historically significant cemeteries in 
the region. 
 
 
Prepared by John P. Rankin, September 3, 2005 


