POWHATON TONEY CEMETERY, 67-1

Summary Report

(Contract archaeologist Jeff Thomason preparing to enter the cemetery.)

This cemetery is one of three known burial grounds in Test Area 6. Each of
them has only one inscribed tombstone found to date. The inscribed stone in
the Powhaton Toney Cemetery is for Millie Horton, January 12, 1898 —
September 9 (or 4?), 1936.



Finding Millie Horton in census records takes some persistence and
deductions. What is known is that the census of the cemetery area was taken
along routes known as the Huntsville — Triana Road and the Pond Beat Road
in 1920 and 1930. In some census years, the area was part of the Madison

Precinct or the Triana Precinct. In 1930 it was part of Whitesburg Precinct
6.



This Millie Horton in the 1920 census (when only heads of household were
listed in the index of Ancestry.com) was age 33. That would make her born
about 1887, not 1898 as the tombstone showed.



This 1930 census record for a Milberda Horton, wife of George, states that
she was age 21 in that year. If this possibility were our Millie of interest,
she would have been born about 1898 per the tombstone, not 1909 as shown
in the census. The 1930 census index on Ancestry.com is an “every name”
index, and the only “Mil--- Horton” in Madison County in that year is the
one above, within the accuracy of the index preparers’ interpretations.

However, as the 1920 every name census index was just added (September
2005) to Ancestry.com’s on-line census service, it was re-checked. The
1920 index for Millie had her recorded as “Millie Harton”, wife of Robert.
A close look at the census page image shows that it is indeed the Millie
Horton of interest, per the tombstone, and the Madison County marriage
records show that Millie was a Toney prior to her marriage at age 14:

Horton, Robert (c) Toney, Millie 19 Jan 1912 Vol. 37 p. 237



The complete page image is provided on the CD-ROM supplied to Army
offices, but basically both Robert and Millie were shown as born of parents
who were both born in Alabama. Both worked on a farm, with Robert’s
occupation listed as “Farmer”. The William Horton living next door was
probably a brother of Robert. Millie may well have “company” in the
cemetery from both families, as well as from others of their 1920 neighbors.



With Millie’s maiden name being Toney, she was most likely related to
Powhaton Toney, the namesake for the cemetery. The 1900 census shows a
“Minnie Lee Toney” as a 2-yr-old child in the household of her parents:

“Minnie” was the closest to “Mille” for the expected age in the 1900 census.



The 1880 census of course wouldn’t include Millie Horton or anyone else
born in 1898, but it does have a Powhaton Toney (namesake of the
cemetery):

1880 Madison County, AL, Census Excerpts

Census Place: Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254022 National Archives Film T9-0022  Page 144B

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Frank TONEY SelfM M B 27 AL
Winey TONEY Wife F M B 22 AL
John TONEY SonM S B 8 AL
Mary TONEY DauF S B 5 AL
Smith TONEY SonM S B 1 AL

Census Place: Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254022 National Archives Film T9-0022  Page 144B

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace

Eliza RAGLIN Self F W B 40 AL
Rachel RAGLIN DauF S B 20 AL
Sallie RAGLIN DauF S B 18 AL
Matilda RAGLIN DauF S B 14 AL
Perlina RAGLIN DauF S B 11 AL
Mason PARKER GSonM S B 1 AL

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254022 National Archives Film T9-0022  Page 144B

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Rueben RAGLIN SelfM M B 55 AL

Lettie RAGLIN Wife F M B 54 AL

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254022 National Archives Film T9-0022  Page 145C

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace

Major TONEY SelfM M B 55 AL
Jane TONEY Wife F M MU 45 AL
Kate TONEY DauF S B 20 AL
Straughter TONEY SonM S B 15 AL
Pow Tan TONEY SonM S B 13 AL
Charley TONEY SonM S B 21 AL
Rose ARNETT GhauF S B 5 AL
Faney ARNETT GhauF S B 3 AL
Samuel TONEY SonM S B 19 AL




Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254022 National Archives Film T9-0022  Page 145C

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace

Ned KELLEY SefM S B 49 AL

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254022 National Archives Film T9-0022  Page 145C

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Rueben TONEY SelfM W B 63 TN
Riley TONEY SonM S B 17 AL
Harris TONEY SonM S B 14 AL
Henry TONEY SonM S B 12 AL

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254022 National Archives Film T9-0022  Page 145C

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace

Susan TONEY Sef F W B 24 AL
Charley TONEY SonM S B 6 AL
Alexandra TONEY SonM S B 3M AL

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254022 National Archives Film T9-0022  Page 145C

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Sam ARNETT SelfM M MU 56 AL
Louisa ARNETT Wife F M B 50 NC
Kate ARNETT Dau F S MU 20 AL
Sannie ARNETT SonM S MU 18 AL
Virginia ARNETT Dau F S MU 16 AL
Manday ARNETT DauF S B 14 AL
Eliza ARNETT DauF S B 12 AL
Ellen ARNETT DauF S B 12 AL
Oler ARNETT DauF S B 8 AL
Lovenia ARNETT DauF S MU 6 AL
Edgar ARNETT SonM S B 3 AL
Lucy ARNETT Mother F W B 70 VA

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254022 National Archives Film T9-0022  Page 145C

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace

Isom HATON SelfM M B 27 AL
Mattie HATON Wife F M MU 23 AL
Mattie I. HATON DauF S B 10M AL

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254022 National Archives Film T9-0022  Page 145C

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Randal THOMPSON SelfM M B 51 AL
Mary THOMPSON Wife F M B 30 AL

Elliott THOMPSON SonM S B 17 AL



John THOMPSON SonM S B 15 AL
Millie THOMPSON DauF S B 12 AL
Randal THOMPSON SonM S B 11 AL
Pollie THOMPSON DauF S B 10 AL
Manday THOMPSON DauF S B 7 AL
Albert THOMPSON SonM S B 4 AL

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254022 National Archives Film T9-0022  Page 145C

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Bona TONEY Self F M B 27 AL
Laura TONEY WifeF M B 23 AL
Olley TONEY SonM S B 2 AL
Thomas TONEY SonrM S B 1 AL

Census Place: Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254022 National Archives Film T9-0022  Page 145D

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Edwin TONEY SelfM M W 28 AL
Annie TONEY WifeF M W 23TN
Mary B. TONEY DauF S W 5 AL
Edwin TONEY SonM S W 3 AL
Tom B. PARR OtherM S W 17 AL

Census Place: Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254022 National Archives Film T9-0022  Page 145D

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Major TONEY SelfM M B 26 AL
Perlina TONEY WifeF M B 22 AL
Mathis TONEY SonM S B 2 AL
Davy CROCKETT OtherM S B 11 AL

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254022 National Archives Film T9-0022  Page 145D

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Tayler RAGLIN SelfM M B 58 AL
Betsey RAGLIN Wife F M B 60 AL

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254022 National Archives Film T9-0022  Page 145D

RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace

Bettie WADKIN Self F W B 30 AL
Lettie WADKIN DauF S B 8 AL
Lewis WADKIN SonM S B 5 AL
George WADKIN SonM S B 4 AL
Jefferson WADKIN SonM S B 3 AL




Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama

Source: FHL Film 1254022 National Archives Fim T9-0022  Page 146A
RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Ellen WADKINS Self F S MU 30 MO
Louella WADKINS DauF S B 14 AL
Malissa J. WADKINS DauF S B 12 AL
James N. WADKINS SonM S B 8 AL
Mattie WADKINS DauF S B 4 AL
Josaphine WADKINS DauF S B 1 AL
Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254022 National Archives Film T9-0022  Page 146A
RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Carrie BRADFORD Self F S B 22 AL
Dora BRADFORD DauF S B 1 AL
Census Place: Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254022 National Archives Film T9-0022  Page 146A
RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Aaron MCCALLEY SefM M B 44 AL
Francis MCCALLEY Wwife F M B 30 AL
Ellen MCCALLEY DauF S B 10 AL
Willie MCCALLEY SonM S B 7 AL
Johnney MCCALLEY SonM S B 4 AL
Mary F. MCCALLEY Dau F S B 2 AL
Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama
Source: FHL Film 1254022 National Archives Film T9-0022  Page 146A
RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace
Ben BRADFORD SelfM M B 72 VA
Mary BRADFORD WifeF M B 60 AL
Ben BRADFORD GSonM S B 13 AL
Sidney BRADFORD GhauF S B 12 AL
Peter LACY GSon M S B 9 AL
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(This 1930 census record shows Powhaton Toney at age 63 — green arrow. This fits with
the age shown as 13 in the 1880 census.)

Some of the many land transactions conducted by Powhaton Toney during
his lifetime are shown below. Immediately below is the

11



(Expanded view below)

This index segment shows Powhaton Toney, as a Trustee of the Lowe and
Spring Hill Methodist Episcopal Churches, selling land to the TVA in 1935,
per Deed Book 144, page 167. It also shows that Powhaton and his wife
Mary sold more land to the TVA per Deed Book 142, page 677. These
deeds are shown below:
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IfwKty Co- htM
EiUS- v.or ataer WARRANTY DEED y-"

s-f. 677

to?hs United Striton of At.-rtcn

THE STATE OK ALABAMA, COUNTY OF MADISON.
KNOW ALl MEN BY THESE PRESENTS That for and In consideration of the sum of
<«<nN<«< ,nNJ N«<'I° (g&TO.00 ) dotun.

cash In hand paid to the underpinned by the United States of America, the receipt of which b hereby acknowledged, we the
undersigned grantor*.

M-ry Tonoy nnl hu.ubod, Powhatan Tonoy.

h_wv thia day bargained and »obl. and by there nrcrerila du hereby granl. bargain. call and convey unto the United State. of
America, the fallowing described tract or parcel of land, lying and iwing It.

Jladiwn County. Atatmma. and more particularly bounded and dorerilw.! m follow.:

| o 1:: I’lr in Haon County, Statu of Alntaan, In To.-.-onip five (6) couth, utn o

> () nrri m ' weentleninl'ly aoadrlbcd 1 folio nt Th' n r of
itho norchttaat tiortor (!>:.) of tho n rtho: at o.uorV.f (Nn<) of ouotlon olovon (11). Tho w: t
half fife) of rtcr (SEj) of.___ >uU A I 1 ctlon twolvo
ooy .1 . 1 i. ®0_._.—_(60.6 A) neren, crore or
v r.-r known . .f.ct Wit 7rip, . 3h.tit on + .p 8-I'If preporoa by tho en.'13M

for the Tonnea/vc '.'alloy Authority

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the said tract vr pared of land unto tho Mid United S.atw of America, iu aueccaton Atid m-
«lgn*, in fee simple forever; and for the consideration aforesaid, we do for oursclveA, for our heir*, executor* and adminUIra-
tom. »urccwom and fttaign*. covenant to and with the said United Stntco of .America that we arc lawfully seized and poiwcMcd
in fee simple of judd tmet or pared of land; that *e have a good nr.d lawful rijrht to sell .and convey the*amo m aforesaid: that

the ramc I* free of nil cncumbrmice*. and that we will forever warrant and defend the title thereto against the lawful claim*
of all persons whomsoever.

It I* utulcrstood and agreed that wherever in this Instrument the uurular number m uacd. it applies to tho plural if and
when ncccAMry. and that when the plural i* uwd, the plural llkowue applles to tho singular if and when neccMary.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF . hot* n? ot o >

~ .o AU

Katy Tone;-
PowK'tan Toney

THE STATE OF ALABAMA. COUNTY OK MADISON.
I,'-. n.hu'.l t',Judpo of probit , ruS.uuylaiwl*. In and for wild county. In aald etale, hereby certify that
Kory Tontty .41 hunband, Potrhr.tan Toney

"hole name.- trulxned to the foregoing conveyance, and who oro known to me. acknowledged before mo on thia day that,

kxrintc Informed of tho content. of tho conveyance UlOJWxeeoled the exnie voluntarily on the day the tamo Leant date.
Given under my hand and official aeal of office thlathe 3 day of Ait,Hit .103-5

(SEAL) .f.a.Butler, Judpoot Probt *Notary+uOlte

T,,B SMATE OK ALABAMA. COUNTY OF MADISON.
1/»>»>A.,-Jtinr> Ju of Probf.”»

,~>NoUa> J-ubU*, In and for Mid county, in Mid state, do hereby certify that
onthe :c day of An.-ii.*.

, 103 5 , camo before me the within named ~»vy Tonoy

known to me (or made known to mo) to I» the wife of tho within named rowltn ban Toniy

. il being bv mo examined .operate nmljrogr.-frer.: tho huaband touching her aignature to the within deed

the huil “*j U "h* “5n«d the “ante of her own froosWan.l accord, and without fear, eonatrainu. or threat. on tho pal
Given under my hand and official real of offko, Url. the * 3 day of St M S

(Sool) - I-.r, Jui »; of Protav”?

Nutai.r Public
fHK STATE OF ALABAMA. COUNTY OF MADISON.

I. W. E. Butler, Judge of Probate, do hereby certify that the within conveyance . filed In my office for record on the
**3 day of Au.-u - 193 6 at 12 o'clock ~ M.. and duly recorded.

u W. E. BUTLER, Judge of Probate.
3tp
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167 168

1 “'arrtnty teed

., 3. Fieldset ala Trustees
’ The St te of Alabama

3js mited States of Aa-trica Madison County.

hat for ary in consi er, .ion of the of Pour
| 3 palrd to the unlerc :;e(f

. now all men t
aired Twenty-five nd”no . ollars,cash In han
Haired Twenthve nd nt/200 PEESESs: f
itribe United States of America, t e res i t of wh.ch is hereby acljwwldged, we ti.o
T«™rs’ L. Goc-ill . o e c —tan
s "o ea-s of -.... ur.-r’rl.- Con-.e.en- Lt

70.-ey, Pi;.ts Grii; in. nnl Andv_-o -'r_.. S
i.-.rict. nte 1-1 b;---= Cor.i1-rer.c-. o: L
. .-aseats 5 ..crib- ~.a..t

5-/hig hill Churches , Hunt vfi: . _
pEco”l Church. have K s sv brrv.inc -n sol , H by f-c . g . ,
bar.-sin, sell,and convey unto the Unite St of <erica, th- Ffoildescribe_ tract
gr p_ardcel ofdland,b 1-ir. ail bel.t£ in fed! on County, ..I: ’r leulari
otmied ana _deecrbe,. as follows: ; R
Atrcto Inn? Tylnr |Sn fe. Ison County, Stcta of Alaba..', in ’'o nship five (5)
olio.

So th, -nr, e ?2tq (2) ..'est, and ore ‘irtlc .
A portion of th-- nrtf: t If (Kj) of th (Sy) of t "wut . If (fr)

re particular! .escril

rly e.e-'l
tuth h~I

of section T-o (?) anl s Hows:
Begirjii.t at p point in the east line
\o () atproxirffitely eight hun red ninety (8&0' feet north of the southeast comer of the

lvane.tartar (Str) of ection Two (f), e comer of th lends of 3T i ll n tfilliais
Ud Sfsg Annie Lou Toney; then west with Ki  ..'4iie Lou Toneyl; 1 tty-flvu (26)

|.«-t to s point; thence north two hun.re wn (".10) f et to a po nt; th nee east twenty--ive

(SW)) ion
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. LOU Toney,
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, homt,
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» corner of th, Innda of
The above describe

less, beiivr furthe known as Tract WR 835, a-

In witness

‘flitness:-

- obt J. Coker

e State of Alabama
Madison County
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/AR O MUS® TP e

S"ees of th,

aimed to the fore, ou r couvevane’\"hl AJbawr- Conference oi’ Methodist pls/-

(Seal)
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TilLy-u J11U,Une eighty <S > foot to the point of bugtair,,
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«=>““>>
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rton- Uno <. IXMM ton <ao>
K e e

tt.,,, |

land contains five-tenths (0.5) of macro, more or

shown on m n 8-212.1, nr pared by the engi”™.;

L.G.Fields (Se 1) )
As Prstor of th- St ring Hill Church

(SEAL)
Conference or
Methodist,
his '
Fitts X Grifiin (5,JAL) »
mark
As trustee of the Q_l_J_ar_terIy Con:'erer;ce (}f
Lowe ;.<i Spring A‘a% ungv.i
District, entral «rente ol
Metho  t Apiscopal Church
his
Andy X Cotvan (SEAL)
mark

As truetee of the _iiarter|'

L%)Izeﬁ‘lﬁég X”Wtral %Iggaum% Eonfers of

Methodist 1 piscooal church.

Coun™> said 3tal»

arteCIhur&onfanrolnggwtg]liJl tﬁn se _
0 on th>

w.E.Butler, Jud. e of
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The deed below shows Riley Toney in 1905 selling the land to Powhaton
Toney (and other Trustees) for the Spring Hill M. E. Church.
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The deed below shows land sold to Powhaton & Mary Toney plus Pitts
Griffin for the use of the “Brothers and Sisters of Honor”, as mentioned in
the deed above, which was for the Spring Hill M. E. Church. This deed also
mentions several roads in the area. The Huntsville and Triana Road (also
called a “Pike” in other instances) was what is now called Anderson Road.

The deed below shows the purchase of the East Half of the Northeast
Quarter of Section 11, Township 5 South, Range 2 West, by Powhaton
Toney in December of 1904 from the American Freeholder Land &
Mortgage Company of London, Limited. The transaction was executed by
an agent in New York. This purchase was for the land where the Powhaton
Toney Cemetery is located now.
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While Powhaton Toney was a landowner and Trustee of two churches (at the
same time), he also had adverse experiences with the legal system of
Madison County. There were several “Certificates of Judgment” by the
Circuit Court against him. Some of them are shown below. The first one is
in favor of the Henderson National Bank, and that bank building (with its
name embossed) is still standing on the west side of the courthouse square in
Huntsville.
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In February of 1928 Powhaton Toney claimed the Northeast Quarter of S11,
T5-R1W, as his homestead. This was done for tax reduction purposes, and
may have also entitled him to claim its exemption from seizure for debts at
the time.
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The mortgage record below shows Mary Patton as a widow. She borrowed
$200 in September 1941, using her homesteaded land as collateral. The
mortgage was paid in December 1941.
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TAFKV). (A. AL.

rAoKTGAGE
STATE OF ALABAMA, Sool$
30S Go
madison county
Know All Men b, Th«, Pnmob: Th... Wh<n.u---- 31 Jht utvl,,.

and pasable u follow*
And. Where]

Now therefore, in ci>ti.idrrat»xi of the N N
prouiuea and .aid -um of J_.

t e r<-< pt . i wh> L i* hereby acknowledged. jC . the undersigned_

do hereby grant, bargain. »cll and convey to the riM ~OQinrw

win* described real e.tate «ituatcd in Madiwyn County. State of Alabama.

La-+~n

1 -"OoHt

*
.pramluon- n«r_ o mn .1... torewith. u, th<

anxiou* to »ecure the payment of Mid debt, principal and interr.t when due

tl.
c/d>v=xnf

hand paid by ..
>

—ir igi *X/

via:

. Vew
-V JNCCf-Zx.
loU. with tI privker And .~partmanct. thereunto beh-nyinp + r in any -fit appertaining. to the raid _
ATh-C'VwC.x. - p. N-..he.r* -Cna forvwr.

A <. - jfcOn - A. hereby cuwe,Mart
the * J— A M < here. *n.| m-ca
that- L.-ltd " i< #! lh< C l7»'i><n le>'«rt> iuu .« . Segal r.-?i t. »<lIl j.-d <om.- th. +.one; that the »amr n. free from encombraacn
and that - 9"

«l| forever warrant and defend the title thereto arain*l the liwful cbitii

Put thi. conveyance i. upon cond't e<¢ that if- «"L iay +*<! debt, pnu.-ipgl and >nttn i when .« and Irep the taxc laid on aa>d property before *
*»me become delinquent, aud keep the improvement* on raid property inured <ivy«>t !«es by fire and tornado tn a »un» and with a company eatufactoey to the

<ag«e ¢ In-ldee ol thiv mserif- ue then thic 1.>nv.» < be %..d, but ahould X- fail to pay— ...mJ note when doe, or an> N**
r*talin>cni. i .nterrat when du<. or anyr u* againtt *aid pr.~xety befcric the aameghecomc* delinquent. ce i< keep up »a»d ioiurance a» aforeuid then, or ta e>A*
+a-li cent, the u ,,f the holder cd the mortgav i» authoriied to derive tS*

entire debt, principal and nitcr<at. immediately due and payable, and may take Dome*.ion of aaid property, and. after giving three week* notke of the time, place *s*
«<rm» of ’ale. with a dr*cfipli<>n of the property. by advertisement once a week for three >uccc*«lve week* in «omc new.paper published in Madlaon County. Aa’*"-*
may <11 aaid property to the bighot bidder foe ca»li, in front of the Court Houk door in the City a( lluntuvillt, Alabama, or at other public place* tn be drUgt**| *
taid advertisement: and may become @ pur<>*«-r at .aid .ale. and may execute m deed to the purchaser; or the auctioneer conducting the vale t» authorised b' r«<«v
auch deed. And the proceed* ol luch vale. << of any vale of aaid property under proceeding* in a court of equity (orccloving thia mortgage, .hall be applied: "

/>’

FIRST—To thr payment <« tlx costs and expense* cd foreclosing thia mortgage, including a rcatonable attorney** ter therefor;
SECOND—To the payment ol amount, principal and intereat. dur on taid note—. together with any taxes on raid property or Inturancc premium* wWc* "**
mortgagee. or holder cd mortgage n«a» have paid, with legal intcrcvt thereon from the timr oLaodi payment; and

THIRD-TIx balance. If any. to be paid t.. the undersigned- GZI?_rbN«<X-.

Jwvr hereunto *ub*cribed. name and affixed <*al— thii
e
_ (SKAU
___(SIAD
_ (SEAL!
_ (SEAL’

- Notary Public in and fur raid County in

whose ririi~* *ignnl to the foregoing mortgage and who-Jflft."'W &A”.lthowg to roe, acknowledged before roe on thia cUy, that. being

the content »a>d mortgage. executed the tame voluntarily on ike day the same hear* date Given under ni> hand thi» /day of—

X..ury Public

State of Alabama—Madiaon County
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The instrument below shows that Powhaton Toney redeemed the W/2 of the
NE/4 of S11-T5-R1W in 1909 from the same American Freehold Land
Mortgage Company of London. It also identified the parcel as having been
known as “part of the J. W. Mayhall place”.
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The 1919 land transaction below shows Powhaton & Mary Toney selling
land to Milton H. Lanier. The instrument mentions several old roads of the
area as boundaries for the parcel.

Milton H. Lanier was a white lawyer who not only purchased the above
parcel of land from Powhaton Toney, but he also witnessed several of the
Toney land transactions. It is likely that he was considered the “family
lawyer” by the Toneys. Milton H. Lanier is shown below in the 1920 census
for reference, one year after the above transaction was conducted.
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1920 Madison County AL Census; E. D. 123, Sheet 6-B
(Milton H. Lanier's occupation listed as "General Lawyer™)

The original land ownership ofthe NE/4, S11-T5-R2W is shown below:
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The transitions of land ownership to 1920 for this section are given in the
INDEX below:
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(continued on next page)
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The above land records and indexes show that Samuel Hatton in was the first
purchaser of the NE/4 of S11-T5-R1W and several adjacent quarters in other
sections as well. John W. Looney had some of the adjoining land in the
NW/4 of Section 12. In 1845 Samuel Hatton put the NE/4 of Section 11 in a
Deed of Trust to Benjamin T. Moore, as Trustee. Several others (Langley,
Ewing, Ragland, Jones, Brickell, and Spragins) were involved in
transactions regarding the NE/4, until in 1870 the land was transferred from
Elias C. & Anna Spragins to Samuel H. Moore. Samuel transferred the land
in 1874 to James R. & Sallie K. Spragins, who in turn transferred it to Sarah
(“Sallie”) A. Spragins in 1876. In 1886, Sarah Spragins sold the land to
John W. & A.J. Mayhall, who also sold a portion of it in 1886 to the
American Freeholder Land Mortgage Company. It was that company that
referred to the parcel as “part of the J. W. Mayhall place” and initially sold
the land to Powhaton Toney in 1904, as shown in the deeds and INDEX
inserted earlier.

Other aspects of this cemetery are seen in the photos below:

33



(Area with old type mesh wire enclosure that has fallen apart, plus a metal funeral home
marker, just to right of center.)

There is no indication of the names of people buried within this separately
enclosed area within the Powhaton Toney Cemetery, other than the old
metal funeral home marker. However, the marker no longer has an insert
with the name of the deceased, and the serial numbers on the marker are
very difficult to interpret. Still, the photos below show the marker in as
much detail as could be obtained.
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It may be that the Royal Funeral Home conducted the funeral and emplaced
the metal marker, since that funeral home did inter a number of people in the
arsenal cemeteries. It is not known whether they have serial numbers of the
markers recorded, or if there is enough of this number legible to determine
the deceased’s name from them, if they did in fact conduct the funeral.

When the effort to explore this cemetery was first undertaken, it was thought
that the name Powhaton Toney was actually two different surnames. Thus,
the name in the caption of the photos is hyphenated. However, it is now
known that Powhaton Toney was indeed one man’s name in the area. His
marriage record is shown below:
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Marriage Book 21, Record # 470: Powhatan Toney & Mary T. Graves
(Mary T. Graves may be Mary T. Groves, related to Austin Groves?)

39



In February 1828 Powhaton Toney put his land in his wife’s name:

The precise reason for the transfer of land into his wife’s name by Powhaton
Toney is not known, but it was probably either for protection from seizure
over debts or in order to avoid probate, if Powhaton expected to pass away
soon. However, from other records it is known that he continued to live
through 1935, when he sold land to the United States for the use of the
Tennessee Valley Authority. It is also known that he did pass away by
1941, when his wife Mary was shown on a mortgage instrument as a widow.
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The Powhaton Toney Cemetery has not been filled with information to be
gained from tombstones. However, it has led into research about a black
man who was born just after the Civil War (in 1867) and who died in the late
1930s or early 1940s. His life record shows that he was a fairly responsible
man, being a trustee of churches and a member (or officer) of a black
honorary society. He obviously had good legal advice in his numerous land
transactions, probably as guided by Milton H. Lanier, a notable Huntsville
attorney. Yet, he had several circuit court judgments against him, all
apparently for debts. Oddly enough, there is no tombstone for Powhaton
Toney or his wife in the cemetery that carries his name. Even the one
tombstone found in the cemetery was for a name other than Toney. Yet,
research has shown that it was indeed for a woman whose maiden name was
Toney, so there was probably a close relationship to Powhaton.

While nothing definitive can be shown directly for the burials, other than for
Millie (Toney) Horton, it is likely that the cemetery is filled with those who
lived in the immediate area around Powhaton Toney, as shown in the census
records. In particular, it is likely that many of the members of the Lowe and
Spring Hill Methodist Episcopal Churches were buried in the cemetery,
since Powhaton was a trustee of those churches. Similar logic would apply
to the members of the “Brothers and Sisters of Honor” society. The
cemetery could even have been considered more so a church cemetery than a
private family cemetery. It is unfortunate that no tombstones were erected,
or at least that none remain today, beyond that for Millie Horton. Still, it has
been worthwhile to learn of this family headed by a man with an unusual
first name. His life left its mark, whether he has a tombstone or not.

Prepared by John P. Rankin, April 6, 2003; revised September 18, 2005
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