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UNION AUTHORITY

,of ,nV P^decessor, Maj. G | S(
,rn'r"l. commi^ioner for organimioVli a**’ ;—«< 
^rtineat of the Cumberland: U- 8- colored

ARRIVAL.

PnreUftDt to O’ders from the War Department .. .
J,headquarters Department of the <’uml,erl,m!1J?5?h‘arns reported 

1 neral Rosecrans, commanding the department . to Majorhe Gh of September, 1863. G<.ll(,rRll near Trenton^
recognizing Major Steams’ position and work Ti1*011 iNh""‘> 

X to duty. (>'•<* Ex‘ ' II. Special Hehl Ordere -it " !!ssiKnlr‘K 
nSartmentof the Cumberland, 1863.) Mnj< r «»tAam?.WMfquarte" 
Sville. ami uiauplH^ mat
ntvas mustering officer lot colored troops, nn01KCTLaetanod 
gp^r Stearns tn the organization oYU, & wlo^l trop0^^

AT THE OUTSET.

Major Stearns, on reporting at Nashville to Governor Johnson with 
'bom he was ordered to co-operate, found that tin. raising of eoiJ"i 
trrej* was, iLnpJ :>PP<»sed, regarded with distrust and 
nfliii-iitialjoyal I ennesseeans, ami some time elapsed before harnuk 
iicns relations were established between Major Stearns and those 
pjutleuien. Bv the last of the month, however, the work began.

WHAT HAH BEEN DONE.

In July, 1863, General Rosecrans announced his policy of raising 
lamentsof colored laborers ami also made provisions for the proper 
treatment and payment of colored employes in the staff departments 
of the army and of officers’ servants. (See General Orders, No. 1.2, 
h'ailqiiarters Department of t he Cumberland.) Under this policy an 
'lamining board Imd been constituted, before which had appeared a 
luge number of officers and enlisted men. A tabular resu <» "•
tourd’sexamination is annexed. . .. Q roiorwi

One regiment had been raised—t he present 1 ' lt w.(S ]argelv
Tr,»p«, then named the Second Alabama. I Ins regii 
WoredOf laborers upon fort ifications about Nasln IItin n uno f| 
d the large force impressed in the summer of IS62 the

not come within t he province of this rep<> r.M.cive<L Special 
^H'tiient which this body of men while Department, H

ftWta ulK,n this matter have Is’on ' b.rl,nd iriv.|«''^ibk’
’sufficient to say t hat t he change from the n r< igi soldiers was
• wment they received as laborers to that .
“b gritieful to them. iinwanl K-staH!il”,rJ ’.i.. to

w-.M! men were mustered in by < apt. department- " ' (
fe.distant commissary of .austere o r the « I *  

h.vn?‘" superintended t he orga ■ all of these J"' "(.1U|„tin,
.**** begun at Murfreeaborough. Ahn <birksvill<’.

Jhten, laborers in the staff departments at.
Ie®8borough, or other points.

■ Syftem of 1.^5
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