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AUSTIN   GROVES   CEMETERY,  67 - 2 

 
 

Summary   Report 
 
 
The only inscribed tombstone in this large cemetery is shown below: 
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The cemetery is large enough to hold several hundred graves, if full.  There 
are several grave depressions, but little indication of a full graveyard.  
Considering the location in the “saddle” between two hills or small 
mountains, the site may have been associated with a settlement and / or 
church in the area in the distant past.  Obviously, the have a cemetery of this 
size, the immediate area had to have enjoyed a significant population.  Since 
the confluence of two creeks is nearby, there would have been an ample 
water supply to support a large community.  It is even possible that the 
cemetery was for the early black citizens (and slaves) of the Triana area. 
 

 
 
 
At the time that the cemetery was visited, storms had toppled some trees 
onto the surrounding fence.  The arsenal staff periodically repairs and 
maintains the fence, so it has probably been repaired now. 
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While the Austin Groves military tombstone is the only inscribed marker in 
the cemetery, there are a few graves set off by fieldstones.  Some of them are 
shown in the photos below. 
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The above photo shows a stone used for the headstone (the larger one at 
right) and another used for a footstone (at left).  The “stick” between them is 
an ordinary garden hoe handle with the blade removed.  It is used as a tool 
for indicating lengths in photos and for finding and flipping stones that are 
buried beneath leaves or soil.  The same hoe handle is shown in the photo 
below, where more stones were found piled near the base of a tree.  It is not 
known whether or not these stones indicate another burial at the spot. 
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The marriage license for Austin Groves to Kate Moore is shown below.  It is 
dated 20 March 1871, but there was no return for its solemnization.  That 
should not be taken as an indication that they never actually married, as 
often the older records were never completed and filed, especially for 
“colored” of the time, as indicated on this license. 
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As research was undertaken into the public records of Austin Groves, it 
became apparent that the name was often misunderstood by the clerks, who 
probably phonetically spelled what they thought they heard in the rural black 
pronunciations.  There was no Groves family as such in the 1880 census of 
Madison County.  However, the entry for “Austin Groors” (as seen below) 
is almost certainly the record for Austin Groves.  First of all, the given name 
“Austin” was rarely used during the period.  Secondly, the census entry is on 
a page that contains many of the families known to have inhabited the area 
around the cemetery that became arsenal lands. 
 
 
 
1880 Family History Resource disk contents, produced by the Latter Day 
Saints church: 
 Census Place: Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 136B      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Wesley J. LANDMAN Self M M W 43 AL 
Marian LANDMAN Wife F M W 31 AL 
Mattie LANDMAN Dau F S W 8 AL 
Virginia LANDMAN Dau F S W 6 AL 
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Nancy LANDMAN Dau F S W 4 AL 
Refave LANDMAN Son M S W 2 AL 
Lucinda TIMMONS Other F M B 45 AL 
Frank TIMMONS Other M M B 61 AL 
Marian TIMMONS Other F S B 9 AL 
Joseph TIMMONS Other M S B 8 AL 
Mark GUNNAL Other M S B 25 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 136B      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Alen CASH Self M M B 35 AL 
Betsie CASH Wife F M B 35 AL 
Sallie CASH Dau F S B 10 AL 
Mariah CASH Dau F S B 8 AL 
Sandy CASH Son M S B 7 AL 
Mary CASH Dau F S B 5 AL 
Alberta CASH Dau F S B 3 AL 
Alen CASH Son M S B 1 AL 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 136B      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Frank JACOBS Self M M MU 25 AL 
Liza JACOBS Wife F M B 25 TN 
Madora JACOBS Dau F S B 8 AL 
Francis JACOBS Dau F S B 1 AL 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 136B      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Robert GREY Self M M B 28 AL 
Fannie GREY Wife F M B 22 AL 
Laura GREY Dau F S B 6 AL 
Lucilla GREY Dau F S B 3 AL 
Lillie GREY Dau F S B 5M AL 
Margaret GREY Sister F W B 52 AL 
Lee GREY Nephew M S B 18 AL 
   

 

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 136B      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
William LOWE Self M M B 40 AL 
Margaret LOWE Wife F M B 50 AL 
P LOWE Son M S B 10 AL 
LOWE Dau F S B 8 AL 
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Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137C      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Nancy LEWIS Self F W B 45 AL 
Sam LEWIS Son M S B 15 AL 
Ruben LEWIS Son M S B 3 AL 
Malinda LEWIS Mother F W B … VA 
Addie LEWIS Niece F S B 18 AL 
   

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137C      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
John THORMTON Self M M B 50 AL 
Virginia THORMTON Wife F M B 38 AL 
Celtia THORMTON Dau F S B 14 AL 
Mahala THORMTON Dau F S B 12 AL 
Lucy THORMTON Dau F S B 11 AL 
Thornton THORMTON Son M S B 10 AL 
Earnest THORMTON Son M S B 8 AL 
Coleman THORMTON Son M S B 6 AL 
Siam THORMTON Son M S B 2 AL 
     

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137C      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Austin GROORS Self M M B 32 AL 
Parilia GROORS Wife F M B 28 AL 
Hendesson CAMEL Other M S B 10 AL 
Hayes BANUT Nephew M S B 3 AL 
   

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137C      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Davis CAMBELL Self M M B 53 AL 
Daisie CAMBELL Wife F M B 28 AL 
Alls CAMBELL Son M S B 9 AL 
David CAMBELL Son M S B 7 AL 
Zackaus CAMBELL Son M S B 5 AL 
     

 

 

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137C      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Zeb. JOINER Self M M MU 23 AL 
Lizzie JOINER Wife F M MU 22 AL 
Arthor JOINER Son M S MU 7M AL 
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Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137C      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Solomon LEMORE Self M M MU 28 AL 
Rodie LEMORE Wife F M MU 26 AL 
James LEMORE Son M S MU 1 AL 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137C      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Joseph NICKOLS Self M M MU 59 AL 
Nancy NICKOLS Wife F M MU 58 AL 
Walker NICKOLS Son M S MU 13 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137C      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
James LACY Self M M MU 40 AL 
Prissilla LACY Wife F M MU 39 AL 
Nellie LACY Dau F S MU 18 AL 
Wyatt LACY Son M S MU 14 AL 
Amanda LACY Dau F S MU 12 AL 
Margaret LACY Dau F S MU 10 AL 
Francis LACY Dau F S MU 8 AL 
Thomas LACY Son M S MU 6 AL 
Edith LACY Dau F S MU 4 AL 
Russel LOWE Other M M B 41 AL 
Flora LOWE Other F M B 29 AL 
Anna LOWE Other F S B 8 AL 
Sophia LOWE Other F S B 6 AL 
Matilda LACY Mother F W MU 60 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137C      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Will T. WILLIAMS Self M M B 35 AL 
Nancy WILLIAMS Wife F M B 24 AL 
Trustie WILLIAMS Son M S B 4 AL 
     

 

 

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137D      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Lucy BILLUPS Self F W B 47 AL 
Peggie BILLUPS Dau F S B 27 AL 
Amanda BILLUPS Dau F S B 17 AL 
Fannie BILLUPS Dau F S B 12 AL 
Moses BILLUPS Son M S B 8 AL     
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Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137D      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Stephen QUAIM Self M M B 39 VA 
Prissilla QUAIM Wife F M B 37 AL 
Adaline QUAIM Dau F S B 16 AL 
Liza QUAIM Dau F S B 14 AL 
Margaret QUAIM Dau F S B 12 AL 
Perks BEARD Other M S B 26 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137D      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Richie TIMIS Self M M B 23 VA 
Sarah TIMIS Wife F M B 21 AL 
Angeline TIMIS Dau F S B 4 AL 
Francis CULP MotherL F W B 45 AL 
Marthy CULP SisterL F S B 5 AL 
     

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137D      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Munro BELL Self M M B 48 AL 
Sarah BELL Wife F M B 35 AL 
William BELL Son M S B 6 AL 
Munro BELL Son M S B 1 AL 
Francis LIGHTFOOT Niece F W B 28 AL 
   

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 137D      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
John MARLIN Self M M B 35 AL 
Laura MARLIN Wife F M B 32 VA 
Susan MARLIN Dau F S B 15 AL 
William MARLIN Son M S B 8 AL 
Julia MARLIN Dau F S B 7 AL 
Mary MARLIN Dau F S B 5 AL 
Ida MARLIN Dau F S B 2 AL 
Sallie MARLIN Aunt F W B 80 NC 
   

 

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Thomas DAVIDSON Self M M B 20 AL 
Mary DAVIDSON Wife F M B 18 AL 
Julia DAVIDSON Sister F S B 18 AL 
Matilda DAVIDSON Mother F W B 55 AL 
Alfred BLACK Cousin M S B 21 AL 
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Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Andrew COWAN Self M M B 25 AL 
Berry COWAN Brother M M B 28 AL 
Mahala COWAN Wife F M B 23 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Berta COWAN Self F M B 23 AL 
Rosa COWAN Dau F S B 1 AL 
Green COWAN Brother M S B 15 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Samuel CAMBELL Self M M B 31 AL 
Virginia CAMBELL Wife F M B 23 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
John POLLARD Self M M B 36 GA 
Mary POLLARD Wife F M B 25 AL 
John POLLARD Son M S B 10 AL 
James POLLARD Son M S B 5 AL 
     

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Charles A. BELL Self M M W 35 AL 
Rebecca BELL Wife F M W 25 AL 
Deward BELL Son M S W 8 AL 
Claud BELL Son M S W 6 AL 
Ewing BELL Son M S W 5 AL 
Minnie BELL Dau F S W 2 AL 
Arthur BELL Son M S W 3M AL 
     

 

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Charles COWAN Self M M B 45 AL 
Harriett COWAN Wife F M B 40 AL 
Rella COWAN Dau F S B 20 AL 
Scott COWAN Son M S B 15 AL 
Lizzie COWAN Dau F S B 12 AL 
Charles COWAN Son M S B 9 AL 
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Wesley COWAN Son M S B 4 AL 
Henderson CAULIMORE Other M M B 26 AL 
   

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Munroe TIMMONS Self M M B 36 AL 
Harriet TIMMONS Wife F M B 23 AL 
Gracie TIMMONS Dau F S B 2 AL 
Charles HOGAN Other M S B 22 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Margaret CLEMENT Self F W B 45 AL 
Felix CLEMENT Son M S B 12 AL 
Lottie CLEMENT Dau F S B 8 AL 
King GUIMEL Other M W B 44 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Sallie BELL Self F W W 55 AL 
Stanhope BELL Son M S W 27 AL 
Zera BELL Dau F S W 18 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Fannie BELL Self F W B 28 AL 
Houston BELL Son M S B 8 AL 
Rosa BELL Dau F S B 4 AL 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 138A      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Frank BELL Self M W B 65 AL 
Frank BELL Son M S B 12 AL 
Charles BELL Son M S B 10 AL 
Samuel BAILIE Other M S B 25 AL 
  
 
Of course, the “Austin Groors” listed above had a wife recorded as “Parilia”, 
not “Kate” per the marriage license.  It may be that her name was actually 
Kate Parilia Moore, but that is only conjecture.  Kate may have also died and 
Parilia may be a second wife.  At this stage of research, only guesswork 
prevails in this matter. 



 13 

The 1880 census for Madison County AL does not have any listings for a 
GROVES family, per a search of the Ancestry.com database.  There are a 
few GROVER families listed, but only one that is headed by a black male 
old enough to have served in the Civil War.  That one is Henry GROVER, 
age 50 in 1880 (see page 4 of the census excerpts below).  Since it is often 
difficult to ascertain whether the census enumerator’s writing was spelling 
GROVES or GROVER, it is possible that Henry “Grover” was either an 
older brother or the father of Austin Groves.  The entry for Henry Grover 
shows that he lived among many other known residents of the pre-arsenal 
lands in 1880.  The 1880 wife named Jane may be a second wife, 
considering the age difference from Henry.  The excerpted census records 
for Henry Grover and his near neighbors are provided here in case some 
future information may confirm the connection to AUSTIN GROVES. 
 
 
1880 Census records from Family History Resource disks produced by the 
Latter Day Saints church: 
Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 132A      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Jerry HORTON Self M S B 25 AL 
Mattie HORTON Sister F S B 18 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 132A      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
I. A. LANIER Self M S W 63 TN 
Mary LANIER Other F W B 75 TN 
   

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 132A      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Ann TONEY Self F W B 48 GA 
Percy TONEY Son M M B 24 AL 
Olie TONEY Dau F S MU 18 AL 
Alexander TONEY Son M S MU 11 AL 
Charity TONEY Dau F S MU 8 AL 
William TONEY Son M S MU 6 AL 
Sallie TONEY DauL F M MU 18 AL 
Late TONEY Other M S B 22 AL 
Look HORTON Other M S B 15 AL 
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Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 132A      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
W. H. LANIER Self M M W 60 TN 
Rena J. LANIER Wife F M W 47 AL 
Mollie D. LANIER Dau F S W 22 AL 
Rena S. LANIER Dau F S W 19 AL 
Lucy LANIER Dau F S W 13 AL 
Birdie LANIER Dau F S W 17 AL 
   

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 132B      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Milton LANIER Self M M B 36 AL 
Rebecca LANIER Wife F M B 32 AL 
James LANIER Son M S B 15 AL 
Emily LANIER Dau F S B 12 AL 
Mary LANIER Dau F S B 8 AL 
Mattie LANIER Dau F S B 6 AL 
Ida LANIER Dau F S B 1 AL 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 132B      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Jarret JONES Self M M B 80 NC 
Violette JONES Wife F M B 69 NC 
   

 

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 132B      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Albert LANIER Self M M B 49 AL 
Veiny LANIER Wife F M B 40 AL 
Jerry LANIER Son M S B 12 AL 
Julia LANIER Dau F S B 10 AL 
Charity LANIER Dau F S B 8 AL 
Ben Anna LANIER Dau F S B 6 AL 
James TONEY SSon M S MU 20 AL 
Virginia TONEY SDau F S MU 16 AL 
Thomas CAVER Other M S B 22 AL 
Jerry HORTON Other M S B 19 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 132B      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Frank HORTON Self M M B 46 AL 
Margaret HORTON Wife F M MU 37 AL 
Alice HORTON Dau F S MU 18 AL 
Lacy LIGHTFOOT Other F S B 18 AL 
Sophiah HORTON Mother F W B 65 AL 
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John KING Other M S B 15 AL 
Claricy ALLEN Aunt F W B 70 AL 
Leneya JORDAN Nephew M S B 3 AL 
   

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 134A      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Barret JACOBS Self M M MU 28 AL 
Kittie JACOBS Wife F M MU 20 AL 
Kittie JACOBS Dau F S MU 5M AL 
     

 

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 134A      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
William SIMPSON Self M M B 45 AL 
Caroline SIMPSON Wife F M B 45 AL 
Ada SIMPSON Dau F S B 8 AL 
Nancy SIMPSON Dau F S B 5 AL 
Margarett SIMPSON Dau F S B 3 AL 
Cora SIMPSON Dau F S B 1 AL 
Sallie MURPHEY Niece F W B 19 AL 
   

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 134A      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Isaac RIGHT Self M M B 32 AL 
Louisa RIGHT Wife F M B 45 AL 
John RIGHT SSon M S B 16 AL 
Mary RIGHT Dau F S B 9 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 134A      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Ephram LYNCH Self M M B 26 AL 
Caroline LYNCH Wife F M B 18 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 134A      
 Relation Sex  Marr  Race Age Birthplace 
Henry GROVER Self M M B 50 AL 
Jane GROVER                                      Wife   F    M      B    35 AL 
Willie GROVER                                      Son   M    S      B    10 AL 
Sarah GROVER                                     Dau   F    S      B      8 AL 
Rufus GROVER                                     Son   M    S      B      7 AL 
 Aen GROVER                                      Son   M    S      B      5 AL 
Teesh GROVER                                    Son   M    S      B      3 AL 
Berry GROVER                                      Son   M    S      B      1 AL 
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Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 134A      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Prince FENNEL Self M M B 28 AL 
Emma FENNEL Wife F M B 28 AL 
Susan FENNEL Dau F S B 4 AL 
Leila FENNEL Dau F S B 1 AL 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 134B      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Claricy HORTON Self F W B 40 AL 
Malinda HORTON Mother F W B 63 AL 
Henry HORTON Son M S B 20 AL 
Percy HORTON Son M S B 13 AL 
Walter HORTON Son M S B 5 AL 
George HORTON Son M S B 3 AL 
John HORTON Son M S B 1M AL 
     

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 134B      
 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 
Willie LYNCH Self M M B 45 AL 
Francis LYNCH Wife F M B 30 AL 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
The 1900 Madison County census image for Triana Precinct 7 shows Henry 

Groves on Line 24 (in the middle of the page) as a widowed uncle in the 
household of Mose Patton: 
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The 1870 Jackson County (Township 4, Range 3 area) census shows Austin 

Groves as age 28 and born in Georgia (per the index interpretation): 
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In the mortgage instrument below, Austin Groves and his wife on February 
25 of 1875 borrow $75 from Thomas Jamar against all of the cotton and 
corn crops and other personal property that Austin has on the “Lewis 
Plantation”.  That would be the land of Meriwether Anderson Lewis, which 
was located at the south end of the International Airport runways today. 
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Austin’s wife was not named in the mortgage instrument, but she was shown 
in the 1880 census image given below.  Her name has already been shown to 
be “Parilia” in the 1880 census data of the Family History Resource disks 
produced by the Latter Day Saints church.  While this image is faint, it 
shows that Austin was born in Alabama, as opposed to the 1870 census 
record that gave his birthplace as Georgia.  Variations of birthplaces for the 
same person between censuses is not unusual, however.  
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As part of the quest to learn more about Austin Groves, local Civil War 
historian Brian Hogan of the Sons of Union Veterans organization was 
contacted for help with learning about his military marker: 
 
(Communication to John P. Rankin by Brian Hogan, March 5, 2003) 
 
John, 

I cannot verify that Austin Groves was in the 42nd USCT! 

The only Austin Groves I can find was in the 66th Ohio Infantry, Co.A 

I've looked at every source I could think of, including Freedman's Bank  

lists and the Slave Genealogy book, without success. 

Perhaps this is a case where one needs to request a service record from  

the National Archives. 

I just don't know where else to go! 

Brian 

 
 
 

On March 9, 2003, John P. Rankin wrote back to Brian Hogan: 

 

Brian -- 

  

Have you considered trying to locate this guy under the name of Groves 

Austin or G. Austin?  There were some Austin families on living on the 

arsenal lands before the Civil War (plantation owner and 

slaveholder Pleasant Austin was the first of the name there), but I never 

noticed any Groves families there.  Maybe the name was incorrectly put on 

the stone, from a military form that required last name first. 

  

Thanks for checking..... 

  

John 
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(Subsequent communication from Brian Hogan, dated March 10, 2003) 
 

John, 

I went back and re-checked my data. Still no Austin Groves or 

Graves or Roves or Raves, and vice-versa. 

I then looked at the roster of the 42nd USCT (1071 names)for 

anyone whose 1st name was Austin, an uncommon name. 

I found 3 men with that 1st name, a Satywhite, a Kemp, and a 

Grose. 
If its anyone, its Austin Grose, Co.A, enlisted as a Private, 

discharged as a Corporal. 

 

These rosters are found on the NPS website, or search for 

"Civil War Soldiers and Sailors", or just "CWSS" on Google. 

The names are taken from the General Index Cards in the 

National Archives so its not unusual to find errors due to 

difficulties in translating sometimes atrocious handwriting. 

 

In this case I suspect that the headstone spelling is probably 

correct, and the Index card is wrong. 

A surer test would be to order service records under both 

names, then see what they find! 

 

Brian 
 
 
 
With this information, some of the Civil War experiences of 
Austin Groves can be approximated by a study of his unit’s 
history, as documented in the “Official Records of the War of 

the Rebellion”, basically a Union account of correspondences 
during the war.  Pertinent pages from these accounts are 
presented below. 
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Louisville, Ky., June 15, 186Jh 
wnwiN M. Stanton,H°n’ Secretary of TKar;

Sir: Altogether six regiments of colored troops have been raised in 
Missouri and distributed—one at Memphis, two at Helena, two at 
Port Hudson, and one at Baton Rouge.

There arc eighty-three recruits at Saint Louis toward the formation 
of the seventh regiment. The number of able-bodied slaves in Mis- 
ymriis less than 3,000, and General Pile is of opinion that not more 
than 1,000 can bo recruited, as many of them are employed by their 
ownera at fair wages' After the organization of the seventh regi
ment I shall take t he'recruits to fill up the regiments from Missouri 
in the field. I propose to send General Pile into the field, as he will 
have little further to do, and the senior field officer of the seventh 
regiment can superintend the service. General Thomas Ewing, jr., 
is raising a regiment, in Missouri at large ; has about 200 men. I am 
decidedly of opinion that but one regiment should be in process of 
formation at the same time. Either give all the recruits to General 
Ewing or transfer his mon to t he seventh regiment.

In Middle and East Tennessee we have the following colored t roops: 
Atashville there aiv the Fifteenth and Seventeenth Regiments, fully 
organized, reporting to the chief quartermaster for labor in his depart
ment. Also the One hundredth Regiment, organized from Kentucky 
recruits, fully; also two companies of the Fortieth Regiment, which 
''ill probably be ordered to East Tennessee to fill the regiment there.

s° Meigs’ Light Battery A, Second U. S. Colored Artillery. Also 
o companies of an organized regiment in the Tenth U. S. Colored 

aro tP 'I' Von I*110 Nashville and Northwestern Railroad
Kuant a * "e an^ Thirteenth Regiments, fully organized and doing 
thre« J U- ’ ^pon the line of railroad from Nashville to Decatur are 
doine aK,,n?lll8 an(l a fractl°n °f n fourth, raised by General Dodge, 
Sixtooiuia7> . y* At Chattanooga, Tenn., are the Fourteenth and 
cations ‘ ri Klments» fully organized, and doing duty on the fortifi- 

\ fourth Ro • 10 are a'‘s‘> at Chattanooga four companies of the Forty- 
For(y-spp<pHXanizing, and three or four companies of the 

(laboring regiment); organization going on.
’ Tenn., Hie hirst Regiment U. S. Colored Artillery 

hi. 'file ni* ^an,zinK- This regiment, has about 1,100 men mustered 
Inclusive ^’°ve Wrnent«, from the Twelfth to the Seventeenth, 

to about a'neri^nia^y Ailed to 900 and 1,000, reduced by casual-
1 have t 1 eaclh

?laib which ^en shown the inclosed order of Major-General Sher
; ,n the coin,-1 i l^Actical working, I conceive, will stop enlistments 
laiPrisonnh>nt ♦ ,non oozing to his army. T consider the threat of 

‘ to recruiting officers especially harsh. Far better to
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enlist the negroes^jind igtlhem perform their fairghareofjalx)t. 
fatigue duty, than keep them at hard labor—in many nisgnjj^^ 
rhnn they were subjected to by their former owuerT^TTa 
been satisfied that too many able-bodied men werepermhtgj. 
low our regiments. I shall go to Nashville to-morrow morning for a 
few days.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant 
L. THOMAS, 

Adjutant-General.
[Inclosure.]
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Hdqrs. Comr. for Organization U. S. Colored Troops
Nashville, Tenn., OctobeClff

Maj. C. W. Foster,
M distant Adjutant-Ge neral, Chief of the Colored Bureau, 

Adjutant-General's Office, Washington, D. C.:
Major: In obedience to instructions from your office dated Septan 

ber 29, ultimo, I have the honor to submit the following report of th- 
operations of this office during the past year. In so doing I shall, for 
the sake of unity and to facilitate my work, commence with the
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,of ,nV P^decessor, Maj. G | S(
,rn'r"l. commi^ioner for organimioVli a**’ ;—«< 
^rtineat of the Cumberland: U- 8- colored

ARRIVAL.

PnreUftDt to O’ders from the War Department .. .
J,headquarters Department of the <’uml,erl,m!1J?5?h‘arns reported 

1 neral Rosecrans, commanding the department . to Majorhe Gh of September, 1863. G<.ll(,rRll near Trenton^
recognizing Major Steams’ position and work Ti1*011 iNh""‘> 

X to duty. (>'•<* Ex‘ ' II. Special Hehl Ordere -it " !!ssiKnlr‘K 
nSartmentof the Cumberland, 1863.) Mnj< r «»tAam?.WMfquarte" 
Sville. ami uiauplH^ mat
ntvas mustering officer lot colored troops, nn01KCTLaetanod 
gp^r Stearns tn the organization oYU, & wlo^l trop0^^

AT THE OUTSET.

Major Stearns, on reporting at Nashville to Governor Johnson with 
'bom he was ordered to co-operate, found that tin. raising of eoiJ"i 
trrej* was, iLnpJ :>PP<»sed, regarded with distrust and 
nfliii-iitialjoyal I ennesseeans, ami some time elapsed before harnuk 
iicns relations were established between Major Stearns and those 
pjutleuien. Bv the last of the month, however, the work began.

WHAT HAH BEEN DONE.

In July, 1863, General Rosecrans announced his policy of raising 
lamentsof colored laborers ami also made provisions for the proper 
treatment and payment of colored employes in the staff departments 
of the army and of officers’ servants. (See General Orders, No. 1.2, 
h'ailqiiarters Department of t he Cumberland.) Under this policy an 
'lamining board Imd been constituted, before which had appeared a 
luge number of officers and enlisted men. A tabular resu <» "•
tourd’sexamination is annexed. . .. Q roiorwi

One regiment had been raised—t he present 1 ' lt w.(S ]argelv
Tr,»p«, then named the Second Alabama. I Ins regii 
WoredOf laborers upon fort ifications about Nasln IItin n uno f| 
d the large force impressed in the summer of IS62 the

not come within t he province of this rep<> r.M.cive<L Special 
^H'tiient which this body of men while Department, H

ftWta ulK,n this matter have Is’on ' b.rl,nd iriv.|«''^ibk’
’sufficient to say t hat t he change from the n r< igi soldiers was
• wment they received as laborers to that .
“b gritieful to them. iinwanl K-staH!il”,rJ ’.i.. to

w-.M! men were mustered in by < apt. department- " ' (
fe.distant commissary of .austere o r the « I *  

h.vn?‘" superintended t he orga ■ all of these J"' "(.1U|„tin,
.**** begun at Murfreeaborough. Ahn <birksvill<’.

Jhten, laborers in the staff departments at.
Ie®8borough, or other points.

■ Syftem of 1.^5
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wore defrayed from a private fund raised chiefly j,. x.
Major Stearns stationed these agents at various* r,|jirij‘lRM«chw)etl 
directed recruits to bo brought to Nashville, to which ni *7!
meat of the second regiment (now t he Thirteenth t^le bar. 
Troops) was ordered. His agents, by public meetlntrs n ®®lorwi 
appeals, and by the employment of colored assistant 
recruits freely. It was upon the 24th of Septeml^ \ I’^u™ 
recruiting began; upon the----- of--------- the Thirteenth l’r q ’ l,Mi
Regiment was filled. * “• Colored

All officers of these regiments had up to the battle of ci • u
boon appointed by General Rosecrans. ■',Uo’«mauga

The derangement, of travel following that battle and it 
demands of the army prevented prompt replies io Mu ", h.^in^ 
requests for officers; consequently permission was granted S,<yirib 
ernor Johnson and Major Stearns to appoint officers is,., i ..to (’»v. 
the Secretary of War dated-------- .) ' f,,,‘‘rbom

Recruits came in so freely that Major Stearns decided to
other regiments of infantry—respectively designated th.. i.L?.“^ foUr 
Fifteenth, Sixteenth, Seventeenth. The Fourteenth was , wtee“th’ 
at. Gallatin, the Fifteenth was started at Shelbyville the SiJt^ft?i1Zw| 
Clarksville, and the Seventeenth at Murfreesborough xtw“ttat 

It was a part of Major Stearns’ plan to have the officer who «• 
command the regiment appointed first, that he might ahaneimJS? 
the regiment from the beginning. The pereons so^ppointedl±fo 
a 1 eases commissioned officers, and though t hey did not draw X 
of the grade to which appointed, their local rank sufficed to giv’tiiem 
(ommand and t he pay of their old grade to support them till entitled 

wi,h ..... ..

Um.rtolx. made by the nascent, regiments, 
wen. I- ' St-« R|’OU S desired, of the negroes found on the wav,
*«?* jioL..-_wen- ----------------------------------------- ’
at t'lu.1?1*’ 7*°” 1LS .olUanize(l, were generally assigned to some duty
duties of soldfere 1tegan pnWticaf ac<lUHintonco with “*

LABOR.

J ll,rt,‘<’nth regiments were stationed on the Nash- 
laborers. * ' ,"*>8lOrn Railroad as laborers, and as guards to other

tlaui Vit’oudt’In,’4,r General Meigs, Quartermastor-Genen'l'
could lM. n‘<4u<-’Bted of Major Stearns what colored ®*'
with this n"iim.si "r fHl,gU0 <l,,|y ftt Bridgeport, Ala. In aOOOK m>' 
Infantry m.K, T e°mpanies of the Fourteenth U. 8. Colon* 
engaged in fathm f1”"1 They remained nt. Bru|*^Ln

.......—

• Omitted
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. 1864, reported to Lieut. Col. j t , 765
^rf '' for duty nt. this place. T|lo ■ yenaldson <, 
^Xvreporte<l to him for th,, same dutyS 1̂? u *

j subjoin a report from Brevet Bricmi; ? V? APril of Ion*l 
the amount of duty performed by ?hTQ®heml •>< >mid 

^Jhich it was done. * ** th««e men and tS‘w,n*
*r‘February,1864, Adjutant-General ThomAA m. &n‘

1® , Invalid or laboring reiriment ... .. ?s authorized th., t.
Tor ii.-l'I 'ruty.Tw A.T.,F,m il,WwmSi

so-to-s|>eak business duties of soldiers g luty’ lln'l *»tn.. 
Adjutant^™*'™1nj-thorized the formation nf . 

.d'Chattanooga al >ouFtfie same t fm^ ■•mn- ~ ?®-2t *uch.n iwj. 
JJndj luis dieen 0^X»rty.

gipie duiynTOhattanooga during its onmEIzution 1 ^nmdembk,

OTHER REGIMENTS.

The Fortj>secom^ or lftborini,
•crimen'.'. • • •>"|•• • - •! ; ..........|.| ,|1|t, l|t f(,r „r(||1|,ir^
orrisen duty, either enlisted as sneli or transferred to thTSTfrom 
utter regiments. I lie Forty-second Regiment was organbzsTat Clmt- 
•.liiooga, the One hundred and first. Regiment at NashvHTi? There 
iff in the Forty-second Regiment about 4(Xi men, and in the One 
•tmilred and first about COO The One hundred and first furnishes 
.-arils for tho contraband camp at this place and Clarksville.

The Forty-fourth Regiment was authorized to be raised by Maj. Gen. 
fieotge II. Thomas, commanding Department of the Cumberland, 
under date of March 2, ism. It. was at Chattanooga for some time, 
tat about the middle of July moved to Rome, Ga., where it was 
rapidly recruited to the minimum. It is now garrisoning Dalton, Ga.

The Ono hundredth Re: ‘nient is composed of the first colored men 
“My recruited in Kentucky. It was organized in June last « 

ordered to report to me for recruiting duty by t >'.* • ' J • 
'•••neral, but there being a demand for more t roops on ' d 
^Northwestern Railroad, on the 9th of August last

to Brigadier-Gene ml Webster, chief of staff '<• - J <J conJ. 
^•nnan, and now nine companies are on that road. 1 h<

ls,?oinK duty at. Camp Foster, at this Pla<*?; Mn;or Stearns 
J1''. 1‘ortieth Infantry’ have their history | a j^gimeniof

Jetting here. Governor Johnson had begun ' ‘ fonMed. These
_““^see troops (colored); oneort wocomparm General

a'turned over to me by tho adjutant-genera of11 silltb i. 8. 
fc- I proposed to use them as the nucleus <d jhp ,vljlltrtr - 

Artillery, to bo raised under ort,‘‘^(ist that
nSi?".1 ®,rcum8tftnco8 induced me tojj<I wftM ordered bj |Iu, 

Mnil? Ded as nn infantry’ regiment. 1 of the „n tlw
1 ol0n«tI‘nGen’*ni’ uP°n 1,10 Fortieth are o',1 ,111
^>?viiiBuroilu- Two companies of the I lo(rtChment is 
>i, <” Rn<i Northwestern Railroa** ■ < oad near G«
^iL1,Lf»uisville anil Nashville Ratl^ ...r
" he,1 uas about 400 men. Knoxville la-*’* Wl t of cole’**1

ajer-General Grant was nt rt regi"1'
mson applied for permission l<
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artillery (heavy} for the defense of Knoxville n 
regiment of artillery, that he might retain coni T wl •
than if it were an infantry regiment. General ?:?/ i( "'orrfe* 
to this office by Major-General Grant, and t he • fM)n Was 
designation obtained from the Colored Bureau quwite WhotS’**'1 

Recruiting has been conducted there as hero ... i ' 46(1
money of the Boston committee. The regiment* « ,‘Msi«e<l hv,< 
1,700 men. A rosier of officers is appended ♦ Th0\"U,nl,e*aV* 
ored Artillery (Heavy) was authorized by the Ad mNn'tl' L’ * 
February. Desires to fill up regiments airily 
recruiting for this until recently. A company haX 1 
Clarksville, Tenn., and some 380 recruits smu, fronuT’Vruiu*’« 
assigned to this command, tilling the battalion now wh^^V® •*» 
the command of Major GrosskopfT. hlch to under

There lire some men for the second battalion Tft.inl, v 
native Tennesseean, received permission in Januan-bL\ 
battery of light artillery at this place. This is H?tin 
U. 8. Colored AHillory (Light). The bnttl,™ ’ 

stationed here. It has Ian recently gotten horses 1%.
.........-r .................... ........

RECRUITING.

I stated before that, no impressment. had been allowed in recruit 
—■ P^bruftry last Adjutant-General Thomas authorised th# 

impressment of negroes for military purposes This, however, w.v 
50ea countermanded.

1 he_pregent rules governing recruiting are that any loyal owner 
regident m Kentucky and Tennessee may put his slave into wnice, 
ami titatfiny slave desiring to enlist may lie recruiteiE Certificates, 
conns No. 1 (Colored Bureau), arc awarded -whenever the owner 
desires. Frequent inquiries, by the way, are made as to the pajmMl 
of the $300 compensat ion.

EXAMINING BOARD.

As already stated, upon Major Stearns reporting here ho 
that an examining board had Imjoii in session at Stevenson. A 

statement annexed shows their operations.* . j id
I he examining board at Nashville was originally on£,n'^ f 

August, 1863, by General Gordon Granger, commanding 1 
the Cumberland, under orders from Major-General Fos©®*®da . 
manding Department of the Cumberland. Subsequently tne > 
ment commander assumed the control of it. ,, „ Vol

Brig. Gen. R. S. Granger; Colonel Lum, Tenth Michigan 
unteers; Colonel Stoughton, Eleventh Michigan Foot .. |U<Baiit- 
Colonel Hull, Thirty-seventh Indiana Foot Volunteer*; a pu|14>5. 
Colonel Crane, Eighty-fifth Indiana Foot Volunteers; 
One hundred and fifth Illinois Foot Volunteers; peiMT
Ninth U. S. Colored Artillery; Captain Kramer, I*if**>c -nth i j 
vania Cavalry Volunteers, and Capt. .John O’Neil, be'’ (ho 
Colored Infantry, have been, respectively, connected » ,ir putb 
Of these Colonel Lum, Lieutenant-Colonel Crano, an< 
were for the longest, time members of the Board- _ —
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KTOav want iscapiauin- J of
J^Jona of regiments forming in u usp^m be *5®“

.i?!“nftnts in proportion. *,,e
->^Jist, can bo easily had. _____---- -

• Omitted.
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beTbiH lhough. not definitely under mvoidws ,
,J]v to mo the results of its examinations, and S TOi*,rt«l 

before it make application to thia offlee AhSilS"^to 
‘Station of applicants for commissions in roloJ? for tho 

nized last winter at Chattanooga. The names (1f?i rooPl* w,w 
flwrd and t heir action are but imperfectly known 
,he m having been made. I believe! however th3Co 1 lTl 
gffthird New Jersey boot Volunteer?, and Licutenan-JS1 
Snn. of an Indiana regiment, have preaided over the Board S 
ihe Imperfect reports made to me 1 have compiled a table.

medical, examining BOARD.

. medical examining board was organized hem by the army med- 
Jl director Department, of the Cumberland last. fall. Upon the 
^uest. of Major Stearns, Surgeons Lawton and Taylor, U. S. Volun- 
t *«• Farquharson, Fourth Tennessee Volunteers; James, Fourth 
nhioCavalrv Volunteers; Assistant Surgeons Gray and Bodine, U.S. 
Armv have been connected herewith. I have upon their recommen- 
Sis appointed six surgeons, seven assistant surgeons, and one or 
two hospital stewards.

APPOINTMENTS.

A full list of appointments to
this office is annexed.. I '»• <<>J* \"1' ' ,iav6 |wl.„ furnished to 
Besides these, between fifty and six ■ ‘intment, into Kentucky 
the Adjutant-Genera! *f the Army for 1I . Chet-
»nd other regiments, mid also a few m < •( £ foruppuintmonts
lain, commanding U. S. colored troops in Tennessee, i 11
into regiments in West „nnointments have been of men

By far the largest portions of these pi
*hohave passed an examining Loan • to their command1' ,
\ .X or ....  &

higher rank than that originally gi •

REMAINING UNAPPOINTKD.

There now remain unappointed
Board in this place:
^‘■'ttitncn'leil for— 

Colonels. . ....................................
yentenant-uoloni’ls 
Major* ..........................................
Captain* ............. .. ■

Our great want is captains

„f »PP>'“"“ ‘te

sSnd lieuWimn'H

^sltocomph-^ 

Of inf«n,rJJy the 

.. i... K*‘Cl* l"
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And more OBpeeially detailed to superintend the reomui 
and Middle Tennessee. 1 have recruited somewhat’in <'* h» E*. 
siderably in Northern Alalmma, and slightly in North <■

Prior to the advance of the armies of the Military Di’^i *• 
Mississippi last spring we were able to get a few reeruif* , " ®t IL 
the enemy’s lines by means of negroes employed for H .
Some were also obtained for the First IT. s. Colored \MmpUrP«*- 
North Carolina. Recruiting in Northern Alabama or thyft®ni 
was chiefly <lone b\ our agents, %vh,, .-t.;,;u( ,..,v.’u /" Mg
Some 300 were obtained for the Seventcenth~rT.l?.Colon-<i t r 0,L' 
One of our agents with General W. Sooy Smith, upon his,r. ufa,ltry. 
ijito Northern Mississippi, brought back about 800 men wh< 
into regiments in Memphis. ’ Wcr® put

When recruiting stat ions were opened at Gallatin and Cl v 
slaves ran away from their owners in Kentucky—some came nil 
from Louisville—to enlist. Event uall.v the Kentuckians saw th tv* 
losing of men to their quota did not pay. In March and AnrilLai 
consultwl with the acting assistant provost-marshal-general of K 
tucky as to enlisting slaves there openly, and suggested that if UX 
the new enrollment act negroes were drafted or volunteered they mkhi 
be organized here, inasmuch as the people of Kentucky did notaX 
to be willing there should Is* armed negroes in their State. Thia 
acceded to, ami the recruiting was begun there in April.

By the time the One hundredth U. S. Colored Infantry whs orRnn. 
ize<l I had received numerous letters from loyal Kentuckians praying 
for the formation of colored regiments in t heir State.

A telegram of mine to the chief of the Colored Bureau requesting 
permission to recruit in that State, dated June 7, 1861, was answered 
by a direction to consult with theAdjnt Hit-General at, Louisville, Ky. 
Pursuant to that order I visited General Thomas and General Bur
bridge. General Burbridge did me the honor to request that I might 
be sent into Kentucky to superintend the organization of colored 
troops there. But General Thomas preferred that I should remain 
tn Tennessee. General Burbridge also declined the services "> 
recruiting agents supported by the Boston committee military fund, 
upon the ground that their labors were superfluous, as recruiting 
progressing so rapidly, and were calculated to awaken oppo«tioo 
from Kentuckians.

brom that time to this, beyond an occasional answer to letters fr® 
Kentucky asking my opinion, tte., on certain matters connects 
recniitlng, and the furnishing of names of passed nppli^in,J' ? 
Adjutant-General for appointment into Kentucky regiments, J 
had nothing to do with recruiting colored troops in Kentucky.

RECRUITING FOR LOYAL STATES.

Last winter a gentleman in Boston asked my opinion a* (hr 
propriety ol Northern Stales tilling their quotas by recruiting 
disloyal States. ,^1

Strong objections to the plan presented themselves tome,' |4J |M. 
urged, rhe objections I presented have proven practical, 
greater t han I stated them. .

About 400 recruits have been obtained from Georgian11' - n,nde»‘ 
for Northern States under the system and presented st 
vous here, Camp Foster.

CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.
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__ ffifoeedingly competent surgeons 769 
fh®.. v order of Clendenin, iiNsiHtant , '.l'h‘<l to .

])r. J. C. Elliot t, One hnndredtl P «alr dir^r Ifr d"'.v 
fd'^hor disability about, one-fourth f.i,8, C°l’»rcd ifi m‘y 
<0?^ rcgish‘rv(l wlth -

ot . ................................ .

*J! ,n,] The scarcity of material.

....<™..o

Kping. trafficking among agents, unfair measure* in
11 believe desertions to have been induced by the seston. & 

I....... rot several has ..... .. . "Sf
the ngents were men who cared nothing for the negro, had io inter 
Mt in colored troops, and were only interested in making money for 
themselves, for very few ot t he many dollars of the bounties ever 
i.mrnl their way into the recruits pockets; the agents fattened upon 
tte®.

Practically, however, the system here is at an end, General Web- 
Mrr, General Sherman’s chief of staff, declining to grant any more 

to agents going South or substitute brokers going North.

THE PROSPECTS IN GEORGIA.

I regard the prospects for recruiting in Georgia favorable. W hen 
w army resumes t he offensive and penetrates into the Empire State 
rfthe South, the horde ot negroes driven before Hood a army will be 
mind and made available. Some 5,000 laborers are wantedfor the 
<*<!department in the th Id of General Sh«^u8 *5

are obtained (as I understand General Sherman s • 
'b«e OfhlB subordinates) we shall bo permitted to recrm .

Pursuant to authority given me last 8Prll|?1Jo f «.1..^ nn agent 
‘^Northern Alabama I kept till near the fall 
“> th® front. Not so many in-grocs came into Hionium.s nt» .
^ded to supply the natural decrease? of teams .,

THE PROSPECTS IN TRNNES8SB.

J do not think it advisable after the n'«in7i?VJreerffiting hen'. b“' 
J* ^plated to begin ot hers. There «»" 8t' ion of new regime'' 

I .111 Mich numbers as to warrant the1° tjyUCd by Brif- ’ '
. ft Plan for such recruiting, and it» w?«tWU , ,er t|.e

|. L*?n’ ^'hitary Governor of '> ennesst. . g^ plnco< ' frort the
I "1 * ' r° have all colored recruit mg '» ■ . jmrtu- kll„w

„,>\»f one person. As it is, there are ,u,.| SU^ pltrtie«
I '‘*.10^I’nents of whose whereabouts, P ]#00 where

^ruiu' u’’l®ss they stumble into so
S, du,k' for 1110 new regiments. t to ’11/bef

To h,lv« «‘l recruit* obtn ? andI ,lri”
*2to n f0r ®*amination, enlist merit. j^ted.

10 Mie commands for which they arc
, 4y R R—SERIES III, VOL. 1V
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Third. To make recruiting successful hero an armed forp 

regiment, or more is necessary. When Major Stearns <.IUn„ >, °no 
agents could recruit at tho posts where troops were stationed 'V*8 
source of supply has been exhausted, anti the garrisons of the m.« W 
itv of the posts are too small to warrant, them in making acorn J?r" 
recruits. Wherever we have been able to send a force of any »i 
100 men for a few days into the country, we have always 'got „ Or 
and tho good conduct of tho men upon such scouts has left a J"’ 
able impression on the people.

Fourth. Recruits should have some assurance that their fainili 
will not sutler from the abuse of disloyal owners whom they havol.n 
to enlist. I respectfully invito attention to the point hero suggested

MILITARY EFFICIENCY OF TIIE TROOPS.

CONTRA HA ND CAMP.

W hen Major Stearns camo into this department there was no orp* 
ized provision for contrabands. Some wore collected at 
some at Stevenson, and about every army depot a crowd ot 
wore congregated. The policy of the Governor and of ublo*
was to repress their coming lute our lines. As wo enlisted ''' ls 
bodied men, tho women and children required care, and eon . 
came upon our hands. Major Stearns procured a dosertej l, |](|reii, 
mile from the city, Into which lie pul a few women and » ]p 
soldiers’ families, for whom no othor provisions could « jret| 
Rations woro drawn for them, and as fast as possible tboy ' 
out. 'Phis was a more makeshift. up°n

Telegraphic orders from the Secretary of the War Depart'',1'91 
the mil of December, 1803, directed Maj. Gon. George H- “

Of tho efficiency of these troops in action wo have had hut. fow 
opportunities to judge.

The Fourteenth Infantry charged Wheeler’s lino at Dalton, Ga. 
handsomely upon his last raid and marched after him well.

During tho present raid of Forrest, t he Fourteenth and Sixteenth 
Infantry have been in ono light to my knowledge where they behaved 
well, and at Lebanon during Wheeler’s raid a detachment of tho 
Fortieth U. S. Colored Infantry showed pluck.

For tho appearance, drill, discipline, A-o., of these regiments refer
ence is respectfully made to t he inspect ion reports of General Chet- 
lain. The general sentiments of the people and those of the army 
with whom these regiments have been brought in contact, is favorable 
to them. Tho material has been found plastic to a degree, the men 
all appear eager to learn and willing to d< their duty, and, as a rale, 
the officers have been good; many have been weeded out, however, 
ami there is still room for change for t he bet ter.

My experience in this workjsonvinces me that these regiments can 
be made for many duties superior to white regiments. As~gii |ll|s 
they are remarkably faithful,

A regiment of colored troops did interior duty as guards in thw 
town. When they were relieved by white troops the change 
regretted by tho officers in charge of the public stores whoro these 
men had stood sent ries. For raiders in tho eneniy's countrythC8fi-fflk 
ored troops will prove superior. ^I’liey are good riders, havoJlHlj— 
eyes at. night than white, and know all tho byways.
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SCHOOLS. estion

Major Stearns’ policy was wise and large. I,* ‘biljon and 
^‘‘olored troops to involve the question of . toefltablishnn<l fw> 
JMof the race, and accordingly hoe»< le»'' H(j among the co "
?■*/" for education among the colored t ro I stored

/’hprtt »01* 
Accordingly, efforts were made to PrO<’1n\p.jor Stearns’ 

’^hrT’ monoy W«MH,HO raiw><1 .iJool'forcolored inakethe
jkJ?)ll?ll0n a permanent basis a scI I alsodirected1 jr(luty.
iIL,‘!P,aiM« of the various rt’Kiro0,*‘fhn ,"rineip»l J«‘rt ‘ {lelI11in, h« 
Mr ?vtl'>I‘or ,h“ regiment a part and th L1 w„,king ^'^(>l.intion to 
LW- F. Mitchels, a competent ami Aid •Ag* Ti.lliu.s-

vj J^’nd the establishment of ««bo®W rh.«as^^_—----------
*—J^Jjn Northern Georgia and Ala_ —----- —

• OinitUsl.

A-dtituto women and children at Steve. 771
g,ir necessities. Some rude provision”"0" an<i Naahviii 

"commandant. On January 2Sfe'"*<><• 
■onten and children were sent by rail f'0'” Rhundred inn"0" 

£7 TheV were dumped at the Chattan'ooga.fc t"
the tracks. I vailed at General Granfft >eft forhoJ 

the fact. An order was issued directing“til h®Rd(l«’‘rtere 
•*** wide f°r them. Capt. Ralph Hurst, then in COmniandant 
*jJtw““P. was charged by General Granger■ wiih T °f tho <'onv<‘- 

er While the location. &c., of a contraband J, “ CXw’«‘ionof 
,l,f°\pil the Adjutant-General visited this piaCe and ■ np >WCTO lx,inK 
fSSng Captain Hurst in charge of the eLntralmm X'th? nCrNo- 
ijl of the Cumberland. It was the intention to hav?!?®1*^ 

.rh-located somewhere near Gallatin, and to ha^ Lm nm°P 
gofrWoplion«nddl«tnbutton,butO»ptamnnmeJg2^^; 

camp ncro.
! The management. &c. . of nna and other eamps having been made 
^object o investigation by the lion. Mean*. Hood and Bostwick" 
1-ial commissioners of t he W ar Department, their report will show. 
1 think, that the terms of General 1 liomas order as to the erection of 
hats and the detail of inspecting lieutenants were never complied 
tith When Captain Hurst’s term of service expired in June last 
(Wain Barnard, Nineteenth IL S. Infantry, was appointed his suc- 
^ir and was also appointed colonel of the One hundred and first 
lafantry- 1 subjoin reports of his, showing the number of camps 
bit under his charge, <ic.* Legitimately and of detail 1 have never 
tod anything to do with these camps. But ns Colonel Barnard’s 
Mdment is not organized yet and still reports to me, I have had a 
qua control of the matter, which I have endeavored to use to the 

interest of the poor people.
The Treasury agents haw in but one or two cases attempted to con

trol or regulate contraband camps in this department, .hlitiry 
rootrol seems the most appropriate for them. hundred and

I have endeavored to select for officers of >*' ‘ superintend-
fat U. 8. Colored Infantry, from wh<»"’oh,efly5®™e .. theh old regi- 
•»t>- of these camps, men who have had experc possessing a

as quartermaster and commissary serges «, as posse a 
better knowledge of business than other appU»»«-

UNION AUTHORmR8
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Km* *w«*wl& fmtdfl nn/1 will rlrw T -A.

CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.

it superior to others. One of the teachers whom they havn'’D"t 
by the way, iB the widow of the late Colonel Fribley, U 8
troops.

PUBLIC OPINION.

to influence public opinion in the State. °w®
By personal appeals, by public meetings, by publications in th 

Kipere, he presented this subject to the people of this city and StA f 
ajor Stearns’ ofllce was full of slave-owners, representing HOnr 

$200,000 worth of slave property that requested the President to dea* 
full, immediate, and uncompensated emancipation in Tennessee, Two 
of Major Stearns’ agents were chiefly employed in influencing public 
opinion. I know these are slight causes, but 1 cannot but think they 
had an effect., and were to some extent instrumental in causing the 
great revolution in public opinion, patent in the hist year. Whereas 
Bome then opposed. 1 know of no prominent loyal Tennesseean who 
does not now believe in, advocate, and encourage the raising of col
ored troops.

A few days since a State convention was held here by persons sup
posed (as Governor Johnson says in an official proclamation} to reflect 
the will of the Union men in their re«|»ectivo counties. This conven
tion called on the Governor to enroll and call out the black militia of 
the State.

The Governor has ordered t heir enrollment, and recently has ordered 
that in all cases coming liefore the courts the blacks shall be held to 
be free, a most sweeping and thorough edict of emancipation, for any 
slave has only to get before a court, to bo pronounced judicially free, 
and so go ujmju the records.

LABOR.

Incidentally to the operations of this office it may bo mention 
that last fall impressment of negroes to labor on fortifications, 
was frequent. Major Stearns procured volunteer lalmrers., »>• n 
these and from rejected recruits prior to the formation of l‘l 1J”r f 
merits we furnished the Government about. 10,000 days’ labor, *'• 
procuring several volunteers for the gun-boats.

to till up regiments in service here. These hnve been assttrlpifIW,ntb 
Ninth U. S. Colored Artillery, as before stated, and to the 
and Seventeenth Regiments U. S. Colored Infantry.

under the charge of Doctor Ronayne, in which, despite tho«o |ot<> 
tloiis, and he worked faithfully,"the rate of mortality wan
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with contrabands of a]j S()r. , 773
general hospita1 for colored troon’sT On>d soldier8 w 

*CSmpieUHl in ft few weeks- It is h>i v now buiMi?c h? put- 
Albert1 P When comPlet*'<l I will forward e%Ual to any 11
thanks of the colored soldiers who shah iJt ful1 ^dptiim r J?®* 
G>dne to Doctor W. Clendenin sut? of thkh/?}-

medical director of this department*?!?hiU’ S< VolunkS‘ 
‘t'ffiis hospital. and the interest he has shojjfc-rtion* 

their race. Until Doctor Clendenin came h lelfare and 
the hosP1Uls had never received am-V110 eolor^ 

jSil. >Paj’ H* remedied
WORK OF OFFICE.

f *nd bv reference to my books that up to the
from this office 1,062 official letlere and 1 *1there hftve

JSJ&Wlwes of applications lo the ,£g} j£”

mustering.

The mustering of these troops and officers has been done chieflv hv 
lieutenant Ernest, Thirteenth U. S Colored Infantry, under my 
supervision. He has not had clerical force enough to keep his records 
iadrtturn-s up with the work done.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT.

I desire to put upon recon 1 my appreciation of the courtesy and 
distance extended to me by the general commanding the Militeiy 
Division of the Mississippi and the departments thereof and their 
aspective staffs. .

I also desire to make special recognition of the valuable assistance 
riven to this organization by Brigadier-General Webster, chief of staff 
■^General Sherman; Lieiu-nant-Colonel Bowers, assistant adjutant
general on the staff of (tlmn Major, now Lieutenant) General Grant, 
anmanding the Military Division of the Misstopm; Cap '
fekson, assistant adjutant-general on the staff of entof
foecrans and Thomas, successively commanding the^ I General) 
'^Cumberland; Lieutenant-Colonel (now Brevet 1 ng 
tonaldson, chief quartermaster of this depart men , y0|unteer8. 
distant, Capt. J. F. Rusling; Surgeon^lende“l“,^r fowler.comp- 
J-J-C. Mercer, editor of th<* Nashville Times, 1 - ‘ aided my

the State. These gentlemen hav®.^ °d officially with 
^ecessor and mvself with advice and syinpa . tant nnd true 
‘the resources at their command, and have been cons 
‘'Hdn to the colored troops. invaluable. , „

Captain Cochrane, has been ”i secretary and was 
S ^man he was detailed to Major Steain- - hftS been con 
S?r with Major Stearns’ operations in.he!EasM Faithfnl,w^ 

with the operations here from thei hag done
’ Jtergetie, and interested in the ' < •• hftS been.

^«the work here the success which I think i

PERSONAL.

While an

officer. "'hcn h.i 
I nsMaj°r S\ea[napp”inted ,<',,‘1>‘’r 'r

^Washington in November last, app
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upon his resignation, fully his successor, I have endeavored toeai*, 
out the work he so well began. I have striven to do so with as 4?’ 
freedom from personal motives and as much singleness of puriX? 
I could, and I feel very grateful for the confidence with which the 
Adjutant-General and yourself have honored me.

I regard and have regarded the organization of colored troops as a 
very important social, humanitarian, as well as military measure and 
as a providential means of fitting the race freed by this war for their 
liberty. ‘

I have endeavored to impress this view upon the officers appointed 
to these organizations, and upon the men themselves, showing them 
that their recognition as men would follow the soldier, and I have 
?0"’’ --J--er a -Vear’s labor in this department, more hope and more 
faith t ha n ever in the capability of the negro to make a good soldier 
and a good citizen. ---- --------‘----------------- ------ ' "

th® honor, major, to be, very respectfully, your obedient

R. D. MUSSEY,
. . Colonel 100th U. S. Colored Infantry, 

Commissioner for Organization U. S. Colored Troops.
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Lt.xf of volunteer organizations which hare been, or pre order*) u 
, musfereiTuul of service, not included in previous

15g CORRESPONDENCE, ETC.

In regard to Iowa men in regiments from other Stat 
refer to the correspondence heretofore had with your hi J11 *<Xih 
the subject, and in which the principle was enunciated 
credits could bo allowed, except on an adjustment lxuw»nn ,«M 
ernors of the States concerned. All t roops regularly ’nJ 
October 1. 1864. to May 20, 1866, have been duly K
records of the acting assistant provost-marshnl-genenii Of'tvM> 
should bear evidence of the fact. Your letter of August ■ 
cony of this, has been referred to the l,rovost-Marsha1.«<.n^1wi‘kl 
United States for his action.

I am, general, very respectfully, vour obedient servant 
THOMAS M. VINCENT* 

Assistant A^utant-Ge^

War Department, Adjutant-General's office, 
Washington, October Sj, lifts

Connecticut.— Infantry: Twenty-ninth (Colored).
District of Columbia.— Cavalry: First.
Florida.—Cavalry: First. Second and First East., consoUdued 

with First Cavalry.
Illinois.—Infantry: Fifty-fourth. Cavalry: Sixth, Seventh, Ximk 

Mon of Ninety-fifth Ijifantry remaining in service, transferred to 
Forty-seventh Infantry—latter still in service.

Indiana.—Cavalry: Thirteenth.
Kansas.—Cavalry: Companies L and M. Fifth. This com plHwtw 

muster out of the regiment.
Missouri.—Cavalry: Fourth, Fifteenth, Sixteenth.
Michigan.—Cavalry: Tenth.
Massachusetts.—Cavalry: Fourth, Fifth (Colored). 
New York.—Infantry: One hundred and fifty-sixth, One 

and sixtieth, Onehundred and sixty-first, and One hundred sn< 
ty-third. Cavalry: Second Veteran. Fourth Provisional.

New Jersey.—Cnvnlry: Second. Fifth
Ohio.—Infantry: One hundred and ninety-fourth. 1 ■

and Twelfth. ’ .. Third Pt®*
Pennsylvania.—Artillery: Third Heavy. Cavalry, 

ional.
Rhode Island.—Cavalry: Third. , , T,. T*’'"1?'
U. S. Colored Troops.—Infantry: Second, Thud, ML’ n*v.«.ightl’> 

second, Twenty-third, Twenty-fourth. Twenty-fifth, |.ortv-tb>,')' 
Twenty-ninth, Thirty-first, Forty-first, 0'"'
Forty-fifth, Seventy-third, Seventy-fourth, Seven! ■ llH|rc<l» Ĵ. 
hundred and sixth, One hundred and twenty-third, on »1Mndred »[•' 
twenty-fourth, One hundred and twenty-seventh, one ]le^
thirty-fifth. One company Pioneers. Artillery: 1 1

Note.—Seventy-third Infantry has been heretofore .^th
Idatod with Ninety-sixth U. S. Colored Troops. Sever ty T,>ntli I ■ 
try has been heretofore reported consolidated wit11 , n|ry 1**?',^. 
Colored Heavy Artillerj. Ono hundred and »*Lxt.h .0[ored >r
heretofore reported consolidated with Fortieth U.
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p U.S. COLORED Troops (Union)  Infantry

May 1864-June 1865, 

Field and Staff 

Station not stated, not dated.

War Department. Record and Pension Division.

Washington, 
November 11, 1892.

This regiment was organized under orders of the Adjutant
General of the Army, dated February 19. 1864. which directed 
that it be composed of all classes of colored men capable of per
forming the ordinary fatigue duties of a military depot.

The foregoing will be embodied in every statement of ser
vice.

Stationed at Chattanooga, Tennessee, May-June 1864.
The regiment remained in camp at Chattanooga. Tennessee, 

since its organization, in the daily performance of fatigue duty in 
the Quartermaster’s Department and Sanitary Gardens.

Stationed at Chattanooga, Tennessee, July-August 1864.
The regiment remained in camp in the performance of camp 

guard and fatigue duties in Sanitary Gardens and Quartermaster’s 
Department.

Stationed at Chattanooga, Tennessee, September-October 1864. .
During the last two months the regiment has been engaged in 

doing fatigue duty in the Staff Departments and in the Sanitary 

Gardens.

Stationed at Chattanooga, Tennessee, November-Dec embe> 
During the last two months this regiment has been doing 

picket duty and labor on the fortifications of the post.
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Stationed at Chattanooga, Tennessee, January-February 1865.
During the last two months this regiment has been doing 

duty in the Quartermaster Department and labor on the fortifica

tions of this post.

Stationed at Chattanooga, Tennessee, Mar ch-April 1865.
The regiment has been in camp for the past two months 

doing picket and train guard duty and working on the fortifica

tions of this post.

Stationed at Chattanooga, Tennessee, May-June 1865.

Regiment

Stationed at Chattanooga, Tennessee, May 1864-January 1865.

Stationed at Chattanooga, Tennessee, except Company K at 
Nashville, Tennessee. February 1865.

Stationed at Chattanooga, Tennessee, except Companies F and K 
at Nashville, Tennessee, and Company G at National Cemetery’, 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, March 1865.

Company F on detached service at United States General 
Hospital No. 6 (Colored), Nashville, Tennessee since March 31. 
1865.

Company G on detached service at National Cemetery. 
Chattanooga, Tennessee since March 15. 1865.

Company K on detached service at United States General 
Hospital No. 6 (Colored), Nashville, Tennessee since February 
14, 1865.

Stationed at Chattanooga, Tennessee, except Company A 
dary .Qorden, Chattanooga, Tennessee; Companies F and h at 
Nashville, Tennessee; and Company G at National Cemetery. 
Chattanooga, Tennessee, April 1865.
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5

Stationed at Chattanooga, Tennex^s, 
itar)' Garden^Chatranooga, Tennesse^r^^^^ ai San- 
Tennessee: and Cw,£ GjtWW F at Nashville,
tanooga, Tennessee, May 1865. atonal Cemetery, Chat-

Stationed at Chattanooga. Tennessee excent r 
itarx Garden, Chattanooga, Tennessee (y.,^ ^anZ A ul Sa*- 
Natmnal CetnetersC ctitano^.Tn^ r E “l,d « 
Nashville, Tennessee: and Cornpam K a: rC""'T‘an>' F at
Tennessee. June 1865. P > Camp Fosnr‘ ^hville.

Company A

Stationed at Chattanooga, Tennessee, from enlistment to October 
[311, 1864.

Stationed at Chattanooga. Tennessee, November-December 1864.
This command has been stationed at Chattanooga. Tennessee 

during the months of November and December 1864. They have 
been engaged at work upon the fortifications of Chattanooga and 
picket duty, taking almost all the men for duty daily. I have 
commanded the company since December 1, 1864 as per Special 
Orders No. 33. Headquarters. Forty-second United States Col
ored infantry. Chattanooga. Tennessee, dated December 1. 1864.

Stationed at Chattanooga, Tennessee. January-February 1865.
The history of Company A. Forty-second United States Col

ored Infantry, is as follows: two-thirds of the |meni] forr u y 
have been at work upon the fortifications of Chattanooga, except 

on the following occasions, v/z.: Mills and
January 4.- The company marched to Gordons Mins a 

returned. .. msii« and returned, distance
January 6.- Marched to Gordons Mills and return . 
fifteen miles, total distance sixty miles.

Stationed at Chattanooga, Tennessee, states Colored
April 5.— Company A atChattanooga^Ten-
Infantry. has been engaged in gams per special Orders
nessee until this date, when it w*.
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These last two pages specifically address Company A of the 42nd United 
States Colored Infantry (“US Colored Troops – USCT, per the tombstone).  
This company was enlisted at Chatanooga and remained there throughout 
the war – at least for the time that the company existed, from October of 
1864 to June of 1865.  The only exception was two 15-mile marches to 
“Gordon’s Mill” and back, giving a total march of 30 miles twice.  The 
remainder of the time was given to “garrison duty” or “fatigue duty”, 
maintaining the “Sanitary Gardens” (latrines?) and other labor on 
fortifications of the post.  As the Union correspondence showed, the 
company consisted of black men considered to be invalids or otherwise unfit 
for regular combat field duties.  These men were generally recruited in 
northern Alabama and Georgia, according to the Union notes.  Austin 
Groves is not specifically mentioned in the correspondences, but anyone 
who may be sufficiently concerned with the details of his personal activities 
and any particular health problems or handicaps that he may have had can 
acquire his service records.  At least the Union accounts provide some 
insights not commonly known regarding the fact that (stated “in Missouri”) 
some of the slave owners actually paid their slaves “fair wages”, treating 
them almost as indentured servants until they accumulated sufficient funds 
to buy their freedom.  That was noted as a reason for slow recruitment for 
the black units among Southern slaves.  Austin Groves now rests in a very 
peaceful setting, with the war and old plantation system long gone. 
 
 
Prepared by John P. Rankin, September 11, 2005 


