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Doctor William Simpson
Wil)tarn Stmpwnn waa bom 1780, at Ballynahrnr, County Ixwt 

dondarry. Ireland and died in 1816. near Ditto's landing. Mimi* 
•ipp« Territory He waa bunrd at Hobba kland, Madiaon county 
Alabama in an unmarked grave ‘

In Ireland William Simpwn receivad a cnmimMinn .i Majo' 
in the United lnahmen This waa a Proteatant organuatiun whuar 
gnu I was to gam equal representation m th? British Parliament lor 
Ireland's Catholics After the unsuccessful rebellion of 17ftM 
William Stmpaon was captured, and on March 12, 1796, wua con­
victed of Treason, and sentenced to hang at Bantry Bay Hr was 
imprisoned in the Donegal Arms for a short time, then released on 
hail, on condition hr eailr htmaalf from thr British Empire Hr 
received an American paaaport and migrated to the United States 
about 1806 ’ William Simpaon IrH the emerald isk with his wife 
Marguerilr. and quite pisaihly a younger brother, George Simpm>n 
accompanied them to America. Marguerite was pregnant with 
William's child and gave birth to their daughter Mary Simp*«>n 
while <m the voyage over '

Dr Stmpswn and hi> family came Io Madison county, in 1807, 
when it was part of the Mississippi Territory prior to Alabama 
Mtnlrhcxxl Tbei were among the first white srttkre of what is now 
Ditto s Landing. Alabama

Dr Simpson was listed in the 1H09 squatters census, and 
•taked out a squatter's claim near Ditto Landing then purchased it

county <»ovrrnmen<

public road," and 
wa» a charter mem 
ber oT Madison 
Lodge Number 21, 
the first Masonic 
Lodge tn Alabama

During the War of 
1812 William Simp-

Regiment ‘ Colonel 
Peter Perkins' Bat­
talion of Mi«aisaipp« 
Militia from Madi>uc 
county I'rrkma* Hal 
talion came under 
General John Cof­
fee's command in 
October 1813, and 
fought for Andrew 
Jackson m Alabama
ugainsl the Hed 

vtick>. a wnmng bund <4 th»- Creek Nat»<n At HocmMum- Bend 
Dr Simpson hrlp save thr wounded leg of n yuung nuldarr named 
■^irniM'l HmisUm who later bvmme l*re«:dmt of thr Ik public of 
Trsaa Dr Nimpsun's death was apparently thr result of an rpidm 
»r of mw unknown malady, after the war wan over

After William Simpson death hi* widow. Marguerite married 
the Hou Hopkins Lacy, rm July Id. 1J»I7. in M.idi*«»n county, 
Mississippi Territory. Hopkins Lacy was born about 1763, at 
H.ilifiit county Virginia and died February 9. 1A31. dear Ditto's 
Landing, Alabama lit >• burx-d ln nid« his brother* and thrir 
families in thr Harter crmrler. I^acy s Spring Alabama ’ Hup* 
kins Lacy was the older brother of Theophilus and John Lacy 
whom Lairy's Spring, was nnmrd

Hopkina Law waa a member at the Tcnnesarr Huu.-m uf Rcpre- 
•^-ntntnres. and Attnmry General fnr the district of Wa«hingt«m 
prior to Trniw sarc sImU-ImmmI ’ A clow*1 fnrrid *4 John (V4fi*i and 
Andrew Jackson Mr lascy omonparurd them to Alabama after 
thr ('reek upn»mg in 1*13 After hostilities ended Hopkins Lacy 
remained in Madison rounty and hreamr chmrly aMScmatrd with 
Dr William Simpson Marguerite preerdrd her husband Hopkins 
Lacy in death, she died before August 19. 1821)

Margumlr had thr I'JInwing children 1. Muri Mimpwin, bore 
ii "I

(irorgr U McLeod ” She died May 23. 1837. at Mardiavtlk. Alaba­
ma. ' 2 John Simpson born INI I. ul DtUo'a landing. MissMsaippi 
ferntory Mimrd November )«. iMn Margaret Ann Dicksun 
Hr died January 27, 1876, at Pond Brat. Alabama 3 Murtha 
LinrCochr Lacy, hum 1818, at Ditto's |«anding Mississippi Trm- 
•• i , Married Srptrmbrv 24, 1836, lh AIIm h Ruaaall It Bho 
dwd January 20. IN64. at Huntanilr, Alahanm

Dr Simpson and his wife Marguerite were buried tw-ide one 
another at llobbs Island Alabama Irut thrir graves were nr ire 
' iund In September 1988. a Veteran Adnunistrution marker 
was placed ill the Simpson cemetery commemorating Dr Simp- 
w»!, . M'riice in the War of 1812 by hi- great -great -gri at grand* 
•on, Drwms Simpson Thr Simpson cemetery located east of 
Dodd Road inside TeM Area, I. h a wmall plot containing sever­
al Kith century burinls

The cemetery was established by Dr Smipson • son Jidin whose 
tamily and descendants bird lor many years on land that became 
H«>dMnnr Anama I The memorial M-nricr included a military color 
guard, a 21 gun salute which wu« fidluwrd by Up» Fhr drelicnln« 
wm attended by numerous family meiabeTB, a contingent and the 
two tup Masons in Alabama.

William Simpson's drerendante mclud* the Hon Dm id t'amp- 
bril Humphreys. Judge fur thr Supreme I'ourt f thr District of
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