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WOODWARD   CEMETERY,   88 - 2 

 

 
Summary   Report 

 
 
 
 
Appropriately near the “end of the road” is the Woodward family cemetery, 
just a little west and north of the southernmost part of Pershing Road. 
 

 
 
 
Actually, the cemetery is in the southeast quarter of Section 28 of Township 
5, Range 1W.  This is part of Test Area 5, and the cemetery is located in a 
field about 150 yards south of Building 8875.  Even with the activities going 
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on around it, the wooded cemetery is serene, a very pleasant place to visit.  
The earliest burials noted by inscriptions on tombstones are for Susan and 
Eugene C. Woodward. 
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As can be seen from the dates of the inscriptions, both died in October of 
1885.  Eugene was an infant, only 7 months old.  He was, however, not a son 
of Susan, who was too old to have been his mother.  Susan was probably the 
grandmother or great grandmother of Eugene.  It may well be that they had a 
common contagious illness of the time that caused the deaths to be in close 
time order. 
 
The Woodward family was present in Madison County in early times.  There 
was a notice in an early Alabama newspaper that Charles C. Woodward was 
postmaster of “Woodwardville” in Madison County in 1842, and both the 
1850 and the 1860 census records for Madison County show Eli and Hannah 
Woodward in the same household.  Eli was shown as age 50, born in 
Tennessee, in the 1850 record, while Hannah was shown as age 74, born in 
North Carolina.  The 1860 census showed Eli as age 60, born in Tennessee, 
and Hannah was listed as age 87, born in South Carolina around 1773.  They 
were certainly among the pioneers of the area, with Hannah most likely 
being the mother of Eli.  Moreover, according to their ages, Eli could well 
have been a brother of the 1842 postmaster Charles C. Woodward and of 
John S. Woodward.  John S. Woodward, born in Tennessee in 1813, appears 
in the 1850 census as the father of a family that included John W. 
Woodward (born 1853) by the 1860 census, after John S. Woodward had 
died.  John W. Woodward lived on the pre-arsenal lands and eventually 
owned the area where the family cemetery is located. 
 
Still, the only Madison County government land patents in the Woodward 
name were taken by Eli and by Wilson Woodward.  In May of 1831, Eli 
Woodward patented 80 acres of the east half of the northeast quarter of 
Section 12, Township 2 and Range 2E.  This land is about 4 miles southeast 
of the town of New Market, in the Cramer Hollow area near Upper 
Hurricane Creek.  It was in August if 1853 when Wilson Woodward 
patented 50 acres in the northeast quarter of the southwest quarter of Section 
23, Township 2 and Range 2E.  This land is about 2 miles north of the 
Madison County Fishing Lake and about 4 miles northeast of the Bell 
Factory community.  It is just less than 3 miles from the land patented by 
Eli, some 22 years earlier.  The private land transaction deed and mortgage 
index by G. W. Jones Inc. shows no Woodward land acquisitions in the area 
where the cemetery is located on Redstone Arsenal until 1905.  (View the 
inserted image at 200% zoom.) 
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Since the Woodward family was burying members in the cemetery (that is 
now on Redstone Arsenal) long before 1905, it is appears that they lived 
there before they actually owned the land.  Perhaps they were sharecroppers, 
farming the land for others until they could afford to purchase it.  The census 
records show their presence in the area among known landowners in that 
section, township, and range in 1860, when Susan Woodward appeared as 
head of a household that contained as children the Woodwards who appear 
in the records later for the area.  Susan’s children who controlled the land 
and are known to have lived in the area later were Charles C., John W., and 
Clinton C. Woodward.  Their neighbors in the 1860 census included Nancy 
T. Graham, Margaret L. Fynch / Finch, and William H. Timmons – all of 
whom were known to reside in the area near the cemetery.  (View the 
inserted images at 200% zoom when they are too small to read clearly.) 
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The 1850 census of Madison County also shows a Woodward family in the 
area.  The family was headed by John S. Woodward, shown with wife 
Susanah (Susan) and children that included those shown later in the 1860 
census – at least, those who were born by the time of the 1850 enumeration. 
 
 

 
 
The neighbors of the Woodward family in 1850 included Joel Joiner (from 
whom the many Joiner black families probably took their surnames after 
emancipation) and doctor Preston Caphaw (which is confirmed by the next 
census page to be “Capshaw”, from which name was derived the Capshaw 
community and road, northwest of the town of Madison).  John S. 
Woodward married Susan Bell in June of 1840, per the marriage records of 
the county.  That is a pretty good indication that he had left the state of his 
birth (Tennessee, per the 1850 census record) and moved into Madison 
County of Alabama by 1840.  Further proof that John Woodward was living 
in Alabama before 1840 is offered by the age and birthplace of the oldest 
child shown in the household in 1850.  Francis L. Woodward was shown as 
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being born in Alabama, but his age was given as 10 in 1850, meaning that he 
was born sometime in 1840 in this state. 
 

 
 
 
 
There was no suitable match found in the 1840 census of Alabama or 
Tennessee for a John Woodward (or under the variant spelling of 
“Woodard”) born in Tennessee (or even born in Alabama) about 1813.  
Accordingly, there is no way to pursue the history of his line further back 
into time without some other type of record.  However, his children’s history 
can be examined in the years after 1850.  The 1860 census record for John’s 
widow Susan Woodward has been presented above.  No census record was 
found for any of the Susan Woodward family in the 1870 census, anywhere 
in the United States.  Of course, that is not unusual, as the reconstruction 
period after the Civil War in the South led to many census records being 
incomplete or missing.  However, in the 1880 census of Madison County 
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Alabama, Susan is found as head of household again, with sons Clinton, 
John, and Charles shown at ages that match the 20 years from the 1860 
record.  Yancy Horton is living nearby, and the census sheet shows that it 
was for Township 5, Range 1W, which is the general location of the 
Woodward Cemetery.  The census records were inconclusive for exploring 
Susan’s Bell family origin.  However, her sons Clinton and John Woodward 
both married Bell girls, and there were only a couple of possibilities for the 
right Bells in the 1880 census records.  Her son Charles C. Woodward on 
1/11/1882 married Bettie Butcher, a cousin of a neighbor in the 1870 census. 
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Since the image above is difficult to read due to a weak original, a 
transcribed textual version excerpted from the “FAMILY SEARCH” Family 
History Resource File CD-ROM set produced by the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-Day Saints for the 1880 census is inserted below, along with other 
pertinent research information. 
 
 
 

 

EXCERPTED FAMILIES, 1880 MADISON COUNTY CENSUS 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Census Place: Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 135D      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Jackson Q. JIMAR Self M M W 30 AL 
Wuis JIMAR Wife F M W 28 AL 
Ida JIMAR Dau F S W 9 AL 
Clarance JIMAR Son M S W 6 AL 
Anna JIMAR Dau F S W 1 AL 
     

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 135D      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

John W. MORTON Self M M W 42 AL 
Margaret MORTON Wife F M W 31 AL 
Nina MORTON Dau F S W 8 AL 
Pearl MORTON Dau F S W 6 AL 
Robert MORTON Son M S W 5 AL 
Virginia MORTON Dau F S W 3 AL 
Caroline FIELDS Other F S MU 20 AL 
   

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 135D      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

John SHEFFIELD Self M M MU 27 AL 
Amanda SHEFFIELD Wife F M MU 39 AL 
Yancy HORTON SSon M S MU 19 AL 
Virginia HORTON SDau F S MU 15 AL 
Celia HORTON SDau F S MU 13 AL 
Everett HORTON SSon M S MU 12 AL 
Paris HORTON Son M S MU 4 AL 
Ida SHEFFIELD Dau F S MU 9M AL 
James GILBRETH Nephew M S MU 15 AL 
King GOODLOE Other M M B 55 AL 
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Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 135D      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Susan WOODWARD Self F W W 61 AL 
   (Nee BELL; widow of John S. Woodward) 
Clinton WOODWARD Son M S W 30 AL 
   (On 10/21/1881 married Carrie BELL) 
John W. WOODWARD Son M S W 27 AL 
   (On 11/22/1882 married Sallie BELL) 
Charles WOODWARD Son M S W 25 AL 
   (On 1/11/1882 married Bettie Butcher, cousin of a neighbor) 
   

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 135D      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Lottie BELL Self F W B 50 AL 
Lizzie BELL Dau F S B 19 AL 
Wheeler BELL Son M S B 17 AL 
Lottie BELL Dau F S B 5 AL 
Zora BELL Dau F S B 1 AL 
     

Census Place:Township 5, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 135D      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

William JIMAR Self M M W 35 AL 
Louisa JIMAR Wife F M W 31 AL 
Lillie JIMAR Dau F S W 2 AL 
Susan OWENS MotherL F W W 67 AL 
Bettie BUTCHER Cousin F S W 31 AL 
   (On 1/11/1882 married Charles C. Woodward two households above in the census) 
Charlotte MATHIS Other F M B 30 AL 
Vergil MATHIS Other M M B 35 AL 
Austin OWENS Other M W B 80 AL 
Annie OWENS Other F S B 12 AL 
   

Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 135D      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

John TRAVIS Self M M W 38 MS 
   (Signed as co-bondsman for John W. Woodward when JWW married Sallie Bell) 
Mary TRAVIS Wife F M W 36 AL 
   (Nee Woodward; child of John S. & Susan Woodward; a sister of John W. Woodward) 
Helen TRAVIS Dau F S W 10 AL 
Bula TRAVIS Dau F S W 5 AL 
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Census Place:Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254021  National Archives Film T9-0021     Page 136A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Peter JIMAR Self M M B 50 TN 
Caroline JIMAR Wife F M B 46 AL 
Lily JIMAR Dau F S B 15 AL 
Mary JIMAR Dau F S B 12 AL 
Thomas JIMAR Son M S B 10 AL 
Albert JIMAR Son M S B 12 AL 
Lanson JIMAR Son M S B 8 AL 
Liddie JIMAR Dau F S B 5 AL 
Everett JIMAR Son M S B 2 AL 
    

 
 
 
 
 
   
 
    

(EXCERPTED FAMILIES – known to be living in the southeastern 

portion of Madison County, Alabama, around New Hope in 1880) 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 Census Place: Beat 6, Madison, Alabama -- 1880 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 326D      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

S. W. LOGAN Self M M W 22 AL 
Mattie LOGAN Wife F M W 20 AL 
M. S. LOGAN Dau F S W 1 AL 
E. HUMPHERY Other F S MU 9 AL 
   

Census Place:Beat 6, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 327A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

A. C. GRAYSON Self M M W 31 AL 
M. L. GRAYSON Wife F M W 26 AL 
M. L. GRAYSON Dau F S W 2 AL 
A. L. GRAYSON Dau F S W 1 AL 
Bessy SEEMS Other F S B 10 MS 
Peter JONES Other M M B 35 AL 
F. E. GRAYSON Other F S W 20 AL 
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Census Place:Beat 6, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 327B      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

A. L. LOGAN Self M M W 58 AL 
M. S. LOGAN Wife F M W 48 AL 
Sallie BELL Dau F S W 17 AL 
   (This could be the Sallie Bell who married John W. Woodward, 11/22/1882 
     in Madison County, Alabama.  It is not known how she could be the daughter 
     of a Mr. LOGAN.  However, if the census taker made a mistake and showed the 
     relationship to her mother, rather than to the head of the household, then she 
     may have gotten the Bell surname from an earlier marriage of her mother.  Yet, 
     the Madison County Marriage Records show that Abner L. Logan married M. S. 
     Campbell on 12/9/1850 – BEFORE Sallie was born.  Maybe Sallie was an adopted 
     orphan by the name of Bell.  This census entry is for the only Sallie or Sarah Bell  
     anywhere near the right age, born in 1863 per the 1900 census, to be John W. 
     Woodward’s wife.) 
Jennie CAMPBELL Other F M B 37 AL 
Sophia LOGAN Other F S B 13 AL 
Bettie LOGAN Other F S B 12 AL 
Ann LOGAN Other F S B 10 AL 
Dick LOGAN Other M S B 7 AL 
 
 
 
 
   

Census Place:E.D. 227, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 347B      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Dickson COBB Self M M W 34 AL 
Elisabetta BOBB Wife F M W 32 AL 
William COBB Son M S W 10 AL 
James COBB Son M S W 9 AL 
Isaac COBB Son M S W 5 AL 
Dora COBB Dau F S W 3 AL 
     

Census Place:Township 6, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 350A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

Mary DICKSON Self F W W 39 AL 
Mattie DICKSON Dau F S W 18 AL 
Josie DICKSON Dau F S W 16 AL 
E. E. DICKSON Dau F S W 14 AL 
V. L. DICKSON Dau F S W 12 AL 
M. S. DICKSON Dau F S W 10 AL 
John C. DICKSON Son M S W 8 AL 
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Census Place:Township 6, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 350A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

J. M. HOBBS Self M M W 26 AL 
M. M. HOBBS Wife F M W 19 AL 
L. D. HOBBS Dau F S W 10M AL 
C. L. DAVID SisterL F S W 17 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 6, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 350A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

David GARDINER Self M M W 70 SC 
A. C. GARDINER Wife F M W 58 SC 
T. P. STOYNER Dau F W W 29 AL 
L. B. STOYNER Dau F S W 8 AL 
J. A. STOYNER Son M S W 5 AL 
     

Census Place:Township 6, Beat 6, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 350A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

W. E. LEMLEY Self M M W 30 AL 
Sarah LEMLEY Wife F M W 32 AL 
E. K. LEMLEY Son M S W 10 AL 
A. F. LEMLEY Son M S W 8 AL 
O. A. LEMLEY Dau F S W 4 AL 
 
 
 
     

Census Place:Township 6, Beat 6, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 350A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

D. C. GARDINER Self M M W 25 AL 
Alice M. GARDINER Wife F M W 20 AL 
C. F. GARDINER Son M S W 1 AL 
Carrie BELL Cousin F S W 16 AL 
   (This could be the Carrie Bell who married Clinton C. Woodward, 10/21/1881 
     in Madison County, Alabama – the only one found to fit at all.) 
Hannah BELL Other F W B 60 TN 
Moses WALL Other M S B 19 AL 
   

Census Place:Township 6, Beat 6, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 350B      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

A. GARDINER Self M M B 22 AL 
Mary GARDINER Wife F M B 23 AL 
George GARDINER Son M S B 3 AL 
Pilot GARDINER Son M S B 1 AL 
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Census Place:Township 6, Beat 6, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 352A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

J. R. BELL Self M M W 31 AL 
N. R. BELL Wife F M W 32 AL 
S. E. BELL Dau F S W 4 TN 
E. O. BELL Son M S W 2 AL 
R. A. BELL Dau F S W 2M AL 
     

Census Place:Township 6, Beat 6, Madison, Alabama 
 Source: FHL Film 1254022  National Archives Film T9-0022     Page 352A      

 RelationSex Marr Race Age Birthplace 

J. D. GARDINER Self M M W 37 AL 
M. J. GARDINER Wife F M W 34 AL 
W. E. GARDINER Son M S W 9 AL 
R. N. GARDINER Dau F S W 5 AL 
M. A. GARDINER Dau F S W 3 AL 
W. T. GARDINER Son M S W 7M AL 
R. H. GARDINER Mother F W W 63 AL 
D. M. GARDINER Son M S W 21 AL 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    

The 1890 census was accidentally burned, so it is not in existence to be 
examined, but the 1900 census has John W. Woodward with his wife Sallie 
and their 9 living children.  According to the record, Sallie had given birth to 
11 children, but 2 had died by the time of the census enumeration.  John and 
Sallie had been married for 17 years, and their family included twin sons 
Charles and John at age 11. 
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Even though John’s son Charles Woodward was not found (anywhere) in the 
census records of 1910 and 1920, it is suspected that he is the one who 
appears in the 1930 census of Madison County AL.  At that time, Charles 
was enumerated with his wife Laura and his daughter Vivian in the 
Whitesburg Precinct 6, “off Green Grove Road”.  This  location places him 
at the ancestral homesite on pre-arsenal land.  Charles is given in 1930 as a 
farmer, age 43, married at age 24, born in Alabama of parents who were 
both born in Alabama.  Laura D. Woodward is given as age 35, married at 
age 17, born in Missouri of parents who were both born in Missouri.  Their 
daughter Vivian was listed as age 12. 
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1930 Madison County AL census, Whitesburg Pct 6, “off Green Grove 
Road” 

 
 
 

Vivian Woodward, the only child of Charles and Laura, was raped 
and murdered in Huntsville in 1936 at the age of 19.  She is buried in 
Maple Hill Cemetery, as are both of her parents, who divorced after 
her murder.  Both later remarried to others and lived elsewhere.  
Apparently, in death the family wanted to be together again at last.  
The second spouses of Charles and Laura are not buried in Maple Hill 
with them.  The story of Vivian’s rape and murder, along with the 
resultant trial and execution of a perpetrator, is documented in detail 
in a book by Huntsville attorney (former District Attorney / 
Prosecutor) Fred Simpson.  The book is “Murder in the Heart of 

Dixie”, published in 2003.  The Woodward story is told in pages 55 – 
83.  The notes inserted below contain a reference in the last paragraph 
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to research that went into the book from contacts with the Woodward 
family members: 
 
 
 

Notes of telecon of August 15, 2005 

 

With 

 

Evelyn Darwin, Widow of Tyler Darwin 
 
Mrs. Evelyn Darwin related that she and her husband Tyler Darwin personally moved 
the old Cooper – Lea / Lee – Harris home from Redstone Arsenal in about 1977 to 
Madison, Alabama.  Tyler Darwin is deceased, but he was an expert cabinetmaker and 
woodworker in general, according to Evelyn.  He rented house-moving equipment from 
the Kennedy Moving Company, and he moved the house from the arsenal himself in two 
stages.  First the bricks were moved, then the remainder of the house was relocated.  The 
house as they got it was constructed of wood planks, not brick.  However, the basement 
was of brick construction.  According to Evelyn, the house is supposed to be haunted, 
with several stories told of seeing a woman (female ghost) on the stairs at various times.  
She said that Tyler had grown up around the old house in its original location.  When 
asked if he had ever mentioned the existence of more than one tombstone in the nearby 
cemetery, she said that she was pretty sure that there were no others during their lifetime. 
 
Evelyn and Tyler had decided to move from Huntsville “into the county” in order to get 
their son out of the city school system and raise him in a more relaxed setting.  Their son 
was about 12 years old when they moved the house, which had 5 fireplaces – two upstairs 
and three downstairs.  They chose the site in Madison to provide the view overlooking 
Huntsville, so they bought 4 acres there and put the house on it.  Stories of the house and 
its move were published in the Redstone Arsenal newspaper and in the Huntsville 
newspapers at various times.  She credited U. S. Senator John Sparkman and Huntsville 
Mayor Joe Davis (personal friends of hers) with helping clear away the “red tape” to get 
the house move accomplished.  
 
Evelyn said that she had some old photos of the house before the move, but most of her 
historic materials had been loaned to one of her son’s schoolteachers for a special 
report, and she never got them back.  She also said that the local Darwin families are 
descended from the famous Charles Darwin, who proposed the theory of evolution, and 
she stated that he was a religious man who had sons in Christian ministry. 
 
Evelyn further stated that Tyler Darwin’s mother was Edna Woodward, of the Woodward 
family on the pre-arsenal lands.  Edna is buried in Maple Hill Cemetery, but the family 
still considers the Woodward Cemetery on the arsenal as “theirs”.  She intends to revisit 
it soon, if her son will escort her there.  Tyler’s father (Edna’s husband) was Jeff Darwin, 



 20 

and he died in the 1918 great flu epidemic.  Tyler died in his 80s, and his mother lived to 
be 101.  Maple Hill Cemetery records (per Old Huntsville Magazine’s web page) shows 
that Edna died January 28, 1989. 
 
Evelyn also mentioned that Huntsville Attorney Fred Simpson interviewed her husband 
Tyler Darwin extensively for an entire day to learn details of the Woodward girl’s 
murder in Huntsville during the cotton mill days.  Mr. Simpson documented the murder 
details in his book and brought her a complimentary copy after its publication. 
 
 
 
John P. Rankin 
103 Madison Avenue 
Madison, AL  35758 
 
 
Addendum:  Percy Keel says that a Mr. Foster lived in the house after the Darwins.  
Madison City Attorney Ann Marie Lacy and her husband are the present occupants / 
owners. 

 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
 
 
 
The 1910 census included the record below for the family of John W. 
Woodward, after sons Charles and John were no longer living in the 
household: 
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Note that the 1910 census record shows that Sallie was born in Mississippi.  
No other census record found for her shows that she was born anywhere but 
Alabama.  By 1910 she has also had another child since the 1900 record, by 
the notation of 12 children born.  However, still only 9 were living at the 
time of the 1910 enumeration.  A check of the children’s names (for those 
young enough to still be living at home with their parents) indicates that son 
Paul had died between 1900 and 1910.  His tombstone shows that Paul died 
in 1906.  (View at 200% zoom to see details.) 
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Son Clyde was the additional child in the 1910 census, given as age 9.  
Yancy Horton, a known black resident of the pre-arsenal land was 
enumerated as head of the next household in 1910. 
 
By the time of the 1920 enumeration, John W. Woodward had died, and 
Sallie as a widow is shown as living in a Meridianville household headed by 
her widowed daughter Edna (Woodward) Darwin. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
While all of the census records show that John W. Woodward / Woodard 
was married to “Sallie”, the probate records after his death consistently 
referred to his widow as “Emma”.  (See inserted probate records below.)  It 
may be that Sallie’s full name was Sarah Emma Bell Woodward, but that is 
not clearly shown one single record – it must be deduced. 
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V *’ J the aatlor of '-io Sot • of J uood rd. deceaeed. To J B Fiak, 1I,
• 11 .»> t F . rana. t a Probato Court hold in anl for said Lounty-on the lot day of 
Jurat. 1917, yuu wore minted ipprnlwrt in for tho poreonal property, of v X col 
deceaawl, thl, Jo. therefore, to aull.onto and roau.ro you to apl'rn.ae J* 
•.nd reduce aid »ppi. laaracnt to ►ritirv and return to «' d court, dul oworn n./l 
•ubacribod by you. w*thin t»o nan th ■ iron thli onto.

' Ah • f Jone«. Jut.* of Probit*.

STATS 3? 1UB KA, PHJBtfl C CLKT
bi5) XS C CUTTY
v In the natlor f tho e.Ute of J * .oodird, doconood, To th Hon. Th.oa 5
Jor.*i>. Judge of rrobato. FoIIcoir io our a;;. raiaecnont of th; poraorwl •elat. of th. 
mboro etatM decanted.

cult;tutor, 60.00, manure aprotider. 75.0 , naw
no»< bu,v jxl harno.a, 6C.0 . old bu, -. y aid h.rwak, 5.1- 
lkO.eCah. brown Hllay J yoaro old. ltd.CO - • J -£ -------
mule. L10.fr; ono ao>rei Jen*. ktule. ilO.CO i 
one voraoy Iwirfar. 20.CO, ono Jon *
one cotton and corn plantar. 5.C01 oho new r, lu
amith. tool a, 3 .CO, on. punt bole di .er. 1.0* • < tu evowuu uovu, u.k
1075.00 Two doublo ahoveia, 3.1 0. two turning . Iowa, 7.00 ono corn u.......,
b. corn ecoop. 75, 6o rd of filod fence 36 h in nosh 6 in, 24.00, ono b>a on harrow, 

2.1.0 onu diac nrrow. 10.00, on. pea drop or. 1.00. i> rd 7 in filod fonc. in 6 co th 
2 tX».

June 15, »o b Flak, ■■ '■ Farrell, anl M F Brane, hid col aide 143 lu Cera 
S'^iUO^OO 1 >Or ll* W1' ®rka' 0 a*a® Claim l‘i .1 re 1 act te ta worth more la

STAT OF lUB '.VA.

k.tiow.odpy> and pocooaei n

Sworn to aid aubaoribed before ra»
Thia Jun., 1. 1917. , , . ... .

Thoa I •'one., Juige of (rob;to.
Ml.u Jun. 1, 1917 , , . , ‘

Tho a T Jorma, Judge of Probate

3T.TS OF .iLaBaUA.
WIS0X COUNTY

_ ?® j ®.Piak* 1 s.ArnlU • F duly pcoinled to >.m;oe the ;«iaeal
•et-..« of Jt ood.rd. decoeaed, tola duly .worn ao deuoaa tu*J a.y tub 1‘u fore. oiae| 
niipr< ^P4®’ correct nd impartial .nd unprejuJicod a:ipr.me^nt end. b uo. I

r arljol.e of good, anl chat to la. anocifiml in the inrentory of the 
of «>i;d dwioaeea or that hit. oom lo our a.. :t or kdowI-jo. « tint a.

l?T? ?!!*?“ "rtjcl. mil tinnuMd the a :,w, ■«: ordinp •. our 'cat
la true rulua, and bivo , laced auch Tolu, .n fi.urea end oenU I

I

ia, 1717.
Citneaa
11 Sp«ok

Fl lad Juw 12. 1917
Tboe I Jonea.Judia of Frolute

4 F T Site »-»-%ati^^in^ ^faU.r

tofKa X?e! !pf«*niaiihlo?*L^e*d"w?“* Tun*F 8*‘» Sppairij and aigM bar tnoe 

’ft ifeVr •lyl7-
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In the 1930 census, John (“Jack”) Woodward, the twin of Charles, born in 
1889 as shown in the 1900 record, was living on the pre-arsenal lands where 
the family cemetery is located. 
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Also in 1930, Lee W. Woodward (a son of John W. & Sallie) born in 1898 
per the 1900 record was enumerated as living in the Lincoln Village 
(cottonmill) area.  Lee later became the owner of the land around the 
Woodward Cemetery, when his siblings converted their interest in the 
property to him in 1935. 
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The transition of the land ownership from his siblings to Lee Woodward is 
given in the deed images provided below: 
 



  

 
 

EISA DARWIN, FT ALS. 
TO DEED
LEE H WOODWARD

---v-.-vw--- ------- O-"C{WHS
1 rn«D. Co. Al
Dtt-J^oK )S2 State of Alabama
UyJ 4-72-3 (1135) Madison County

This Indenture made and entered Into this the 7 day of November, 1535, by and between 
Edna Darwin, a widow, Annie May Klnnebrugh and her husband Edgar Klnnebrugh, Hellie Eakin 
and her husband Oliver Eakin, Clyde Woodward, an unmarried man, Charles C Woodward and wife 
Laura Woodward, and John H Woodward and his wife Alice Woodward, parties of the flrsfcpart arc 
Lee W Woodward, party of the second part, all of the County and State aforesaid, Witnesseth:

That the said Edna Darwin, Annie May Kin-ebrugh and her husband Edgar Klnnebrugh, Hellie 
Eakin and husband Oliver Eakin, Clyde Woodward, Charles C Woodward and wife Laura Woodward 
and John H Woodward and his wife Alice Woodared, for and In consideration of the sum of One ’ 
Dollar, to them cash In hand paid by the saidLee W Woodward and for the further purpose of cor
recting the error in the description in that certain conveyance dated 18 January', 1926 of record 
in the office of the Probate Judge of Madison County, Alabama, in Deed Book 125, page 151, have 
t-is day given, granted, bargained, sold, conveyed and by these presents do give,'grant, bar
gain, sell, convey and confirm unto the said Lee >7 Woodward all our right, title and Interest 

.‘n and to that certain tract or parcle of land, lying and being In the County of Madison, State 
of Alabama, known and described as follows, to wit::

All of the Southwest o.uarter of Section 28, Township 5, Range 1 West except 6.03

acres In the northeast quarter of said Southwest quarter section; 6.61 acres In the southwest 

corner of the west half of the southeast quarter of Section 28; ten acres in the northwest 

part and 18.50 acres off the south side of the northwest quarter of the Northeast quarter of 

Section 33, Township 5 Range 1 West, more particularly described as beginning at the center 

of the West boundary of said section 28, Township 5, Range 1 west, thence 3 degrees north of 

east (bearing magnetic point) along quarter section line 40.75 chains to the center of Section 

28, thence along north and south quarter section line 3 deg. east of south 6.62 cha’ns to 

a cedar marked for corner; thence north 88$ degrees west 1.21 cha'ns to a stake; thence south 

18 deg and 15 mln west 13.39 chains to a pile of stones; thence south 78 deg oast 7,00 chains 

to a pile of stones; thence south 25$ deg East 8.70 chains to a pile of stones a little
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473

l^nee welt 10.00 chaina

ctatM Co a «take on the

tafiMlfM and core alt tiur that fart of the aruthvaat port

•f ea!d freetIcoal aaotlm 3A wore particularly described aa begtnn!n< at the center of the

•ill bcuni nry of the acuthweat fraeth nal part, thence aouth 1C.00 chair.• ( thence veat 10*00

eba!na> tbenoe wemth 1C.OO cba!-w to a stake on the Townahir llnef tbmra seat 10.00 chain a

^•Feunto alrne their nawee and affl*

>tate of
■*41ton

Edna Oarvin
An’-1n Vay Elnnehrujth 
fclvar Kfnnebrweb
Keuit Miao
Oil rar Bakina

Chorea north 30.C«0 ehelnwj thenao aaet 90.00 ehalno to tha beglnr.tnx* end com alnln< '0.00 

acres, acre or !••», end alao a read way connecting the fom*r heme tire 4 f "allle - ‘ward

To Have And Vo Hold the tract or parcel Of land above de tor‘.bed, together with all and 
•tft4Ular V>* rt*ht9, privileges, •enenants, •pFurt*"an-e» end Inrrcv-nentw thereunto belerutlnr 

•* In any wlee annertalnlng unto the said Lee.W *oo»5*ardt and unto hla helra and •••Una for
ever.

In •line,. thornor th. ..id Edna Oarwln, « »tdow, Annt. Uay Klnn.bruxh .nd hw huaband 
xiw.brueh. Win and h.r huaband Ml»« Lakin, Cl yd. Ifcwlw.rd, an unaarrl... nan,

'lharlaa C »"-.Jwnrd and wifa Laur. Woodward. and John II Aooluaril .nd wir. Mia. boedward 
*— --■ t|w|r ,,.1, on th. day and y.ar a bo. a written.

a.atii-n, Ihori waat
lb. tuirtw ..alien line, U»«. r uth 10.00 eh.lna to • alaJk.i 

to • atak.| tl-mo. couth 10.0C eh.tr. to a rtak.i three. aaat 10.00 

north and aouth mart ar aeetlnn H'.l Uunee north SO,00 chain, to tha 

JO.CO .era. nor. or lata. Alao .11

Clyde aoedward 
Chari.a C loo'ward 

Laura Woodward 
John H Coodw.rd

Mie. fcodward

A1 a t n ii
County

1. . MmirewM. . lMue Public In and far aald County in calc 'lata '.r.by
’ertTy that M,, Ikrwln a ab'ow Annt. hay Xlnn.Vruith and huaband Bdrar Xlnnebnarh, Balli..nd y.um SoodJar.1, an un-rrl.d wm. Owl., c locd-rd and .If.
^*ur< Aoodaaya.t ... .< i - > „ u end wife Allee Woodward, wt.n*e newee ere tinned te the?bokX» to -. Kknoaleiwed before « on .hl, -lay that t.tn. 

^fTh^J^Sno. «-> —’«*» «-• ■ sawr voluntarily on the .toy the 

**“ bear. dale.

And T J. ..nitre 11.1 IM ’ day of Uovanfc.r 1030, roan before ne th. .tthln*•0.4 a-.i *f u” II Ln a. to t-a tn. wifa of th" within niaa.il U.ar Klnnebrugh,
L S’5. J? X -HMn naaad 0H«r Bakin. Cura L-»J«N 

b'oan in*“•"Jrn°w” 5 J iu _i,Mn niue.4 Chari., C uuodwarl, md Allee Woodard known to
W.T! £ “‘.S* “T ^' i'.’S ‘-Zli JnhSTaoSI.H. wt’O lain, ii.wln.l HfMrni and apart
fru, .,^h* wife of tha within ,t,,P alpiatur., tn the within eon-eyan«a acknoal.ilaad

th^ of t^'r <m. frwe will “« fw-

"*•», nn th. tart or their re.peell’.

‘n Mtn.,, W1„1,or 1 have tareunt. wet «7 Mnd thia th. 7th day or relate 1»».

Henrette ft SeMffeum
Xniery Aibllc

w<, ot . raaah tr... .bane, aouth 1S ...t

w, W-I.MP • h.n«. 1 «..t, eentmuei, u
ttJ, ef .ton... then., aouth M>) de, ea.ff to*

a.cn .MU. to a «4.r om.r at . u«.

tt, aouth...* eom.r of tract eenw.y.d u ^th, . .....................  #.M .Mt„. M

^aorth and «n.th half qu.rt«. ...tton U„. of th. norlh..,t ,u.,t.r of ,..t,^ M, th.,, 

»>*”............. *,W •» «». of a.M nuart^-etlon. th^e

th. auarter ,u.rt.r .action Hn. 9 d.rr^a ,„ltt ef „.t u nopt|;

,.-rt.r Mil n Hn. of ..14 ...tItn t,,,ne. 5 9f norti, s0.w to

^,h boimfary of Nation Ptl| thane, .ion, » ..r eha.n, |rylb_

mat eernrr of beet I on r | BtWM. 3 dee ml of »orth 40.00 ahatne to tha plaea or hMTln-'n., 

aartatnlnic 1-1.40 aoraa. »o.-w er laaa.

Alao all tha. part of th. a ■■jtb.aat part of fra.ttonal aeaUoa 33. .ana tenMitp and 

rr^., nor. particularly dorcrlbod aa bectonln* at th. canter of aald

(0,00 ehwlna to Rtwke nn

UBAtl 
i .’KAI
<3BAL|
(MEAti
<*gxr_> ..................... -

Av»p C.
I5t 

(HlO

vlth the eoutKvwBt- quarter of 3eet!rn I own ah !p five* IWir* 1 weld roadway b<!*r

thirty feet wide end runnln* »e«t alon< the north aldo of a forty wore tr«*t naw owned by I 

Tthlffwen Cotwpany 13.ehelne to the section line* tb«-u?e north with the ■cotton line to 

the eouthwewt comer of the eoutweet quarter of ••14 eootion and containing a total orca 

U all the land* herein •■crtVed of 8M.e» acres, wore or !••■•
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The land index by G. W. Jones Inc. as provided earlier on page 3 of this 
report shows that by 1912, James Chapman had also acquired a portion of 
the land around the cemetery from John W. Woodward and his wife Sallie.  
Less than a year later, John W. Woodward was deceased, as noted from the 
census records that were explained earlier and from the specific date on his 
tombstone. 
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There are no inscribed tombstones in the Woodward Cemetery with a date 
more recent than that for John W. Woodward.  Apparently, his was the last 
burial in the little family cemetery, so his children must have all survived 
from 1913 until the government took the land to create the arsenal in the 
1940s.  Today the cemetery is kept mowed and fenced and in general good 
shape by the Army’s groundskeeping contractor.  It stands as a peaceful, if 
silent, witness to the impact that a determined family of Woodwards had in 
keeping the land productive and raising their children in a safe environment.  
Some of their descendants remain in the Huntsville area and may on 
occasion visit the cemetery of their ancestors. 
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