
Samford University discussed the value of cemeteries as one of the more important developments in 
a community. To paraphrase Dr. Jeane:

"Cemeteries give us information about land valued and held 
sacred by early town founders, the funerary art, family and 
cultural burial traditions, available materials, craftsmanship, 
ornamental plantings, birth and death records, and much more.
Unlike historic buildings that generally undergo alterations over 
the years, cemeteries are the most unchanged physical land
scapes from our past."28

Much of the history of Huntsville is found at Maple Hill Cemetery. It is one of the most 
valuable record of this city and its development.
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Review. A Quarterly Journal o f Alabama History, Volume XI, #3, July, 1987, pp. 216-230.

3 William H. Brantley Jr, Three Capitals. A Book about the First Three Capitals o f  
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and Decline, University of Georgia Press, 1965.

5  Judge Thomas Jones Taylor, 'The History of Madison County, Alabama" is an unpublished 
manuscript written between 1880 and 1886 by Judge Taylor for a series of newspaper articles he 
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